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TO      THE 


N 


DUKE    of   BUCCLEUGH 


My    L o r d> 

'  I  *HE  firft  Idea  of  offering  my  Lusiad  to  fome  dif- 
tinguifhed  Perfonage,  infpired  the  eameft  wifh,  that'  it 
might  be  accepted  by  the  illuftrious  Reprefentative  of  that 
Family,  under  which  my  Father,  for  many  years,  diTcharged 
the  duties  of  a  Clergyman. 

Both  the  late  Duke  of  EirccLEirGir,    and  the  Earl   of 
Dalkeith,  diftinguifhed  Him.  by  particular  marks  of  their, 
favour  i  and  I  muft  have  forgotten  Him,   if  I  could  have 
wifhed  to  offer  the  firft  Dedication  of  my  literary  Labours  ta 
any  other  than  the  Duke  of  Buccleugh^ 


I  ami  mtb  the  greateji  reffeSfy 
My  LORD^ 

Tour  Grac/s  mtfi  devoted 

And  moft  obedient  bumble  Servant^ 

WILLIAM  JULIUS   MICKLE^ 
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ERRATA. 

p.  XXXV.  1.  29.  /or  left,  reaif  left. 

p.  149.  in  the  notes^  fecond  column ^  1.  4,  fir  where,  readzxA. 

p.  156.  1.  9* /0r  (pear-ftafFy  r^ai/ (pear-ilaffs. 

p»  204.  fecond  column  of  notes f  fir  faces,  read  foes. 

p.  224.  1.  I4.y^r  ftreams,  tm^  fleams. 

p«  256.  1.  8.  for  clofen,  readdovmsk, 

And  in  p.  293.  firft  column  of  the  notes ^  and  firft  limey  in  place  of  ten  thoufand,  read  ten 
millions.  Some  other  errors,  moftly  of  punduation  and  orthography,  will  be  obvious  to 
the  reader ;  who  will  perceive,  that  the  note  on  p.  279,  and  p.  vii.  of  the  Introdo£Uon, 
were  at  prtfs  ere  the  peace  between  the  Roflians  and  Turks,  and  ere  the  prefent  unhappy 
commotions  in  America. 

In  p.  xxidv.  of  the  IntrstduQion^  1.  i6.  firft  column  of  the  notes ^  after  this  fentence^  All  a 
miitake  the  reader  is  defired  to  add  the  following  :  Nor  is  die  Author  of  Hiftoire  Phi- 

lofopbiquey  &c.  lefs  unhappy.  Mifled  by  the  common  opinion  of  Columbus,  he  has  thus 
pompoufly  doathed  it  in  the  drefs  of  imagination  —  Un  bomme  oh/cur^  fays  he,  plus  ainsnck 
que  fon  fiecle^  &€.— thus  literally,  an  obfcure  man,  more  advanced  than  his  age  in  the  know- 
ledge of  aftronomv  and  navigation,  proposed  to  Spain,  happy  in  her  internal  dominion,  to 
aggrandife  herfelf  abroad.  Chriftopher  Columbus  felt,  as  if  by  inftindt,  that  there  muft 
be  another  continent,  and  that  he  was  to  difcover  it.  The  Antipodes,  treated  by  reafon 
itfelf  as  a  chimera,  and  by  (uperftition,  as  error  and  impiety,  were  in  the  eyes  of  this  man 
of  genius  an  inconteflible  truth.  Full  of  this  idea,  one  of  the  grandefl  which  could  enter 
the  human  mind,  he  propofed,  &c.  The  minifters  of  this  Princefs  (Ifabel  of  Spain) 

efteemed  at  firft  as  a  viiionary,  a  man  who  pretended  to  difcover  a  world— —Thus  the 
Abbe  R  But  be  it  our's  to  reftorehis  due  honours  to  the  Prince  of  Portugal.  Henry,  &c« 

///  p.  clvii.  of  the  littroduQion^  1.  11.  after ^  a  He^r  and  a  Priam,  the  reader  is  alfo 
defired  to  add :  If  Camoens  has  happily  avoided  the  exhaufted  contraft  of  fierce  and  mild 
heroes,  he  has  neverthelefs  been  able  to  give  his  poem  more  manners  than  the  Eneid.  And 
if  his  fubjefl  obliged  him  to  have  lefs  adlion  than  the  Iliad,  it  has  allowed  him  to  difplay 
more  rmprejfemcnt  and  fire,  more  of  .the  real  adlion  of  the  condu6l,  divefted  of  the  epifodes, 
than  the  Odyffey ,  though  the  Odyfley  be  eileemed  the  moil  perfedl  model  of  £pic  compofition. 
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US    1    A    d: 


IF  a  concatenation  of. events  centered  in  one  great  adion,[ 
events  Y^hich'g^ve  birth  to  the  prefent  Commerqia^  Syfteqti 
of  the  Worlds  if  thefe  be  of  the  firft  in^ipprtanccfin  tl^e  cjnril^ 
]^ftory  of  tnankindi  the  Lufiji4»  ^^  f ^^  Qther  pof^niSr  phalleagc^ 
the  atten^fon^  of  the/ I^ilofopl^eo  ;tj^  tb^ 

Gentfeman.       '  .       .        .  .         r 

In  contradii^ndtion  to  the  tliad  and  ^neid,  the  Paradxie 
I'P^,^^!^?^/??^^  tlw:%iq.P  of  RfiVism^  •  ^^  ^  ftn^c. 
maaner  ip^y,  t^  I^uixadbe^n^ed  the  Epic  Poeqi  pf.  Comnaicrqe,; 
I^fWP?  FWjS,«pn;,of  ih^  ^eniryi 

g^jpe  of,  ViiTO,,f  jiijcc^^^  both, 

Gama  and  Columbus^  bpth  the  EpMcra  and  the  Weftero  Worlds, 
conmtut^  the  faby^ft  9^  thajt^pelebcated  Epic  Poem,'  (known 

¥^5?^  V^^.S\mi\^^  9^}yM^  wfcch  w  jfiow.  ^^cred. 

<9  *9  JEngUiKllc^^r,; ;  M J>c^9re  i^f  jffPf  ec4  tp  .the  J^iftoucal; 
lP??9?P^.onjne,9f^  on  fuch.an. 

nipn  of-mpfe  Tpforf^jm^ppli^^ 

either  Incira  was  exs^*  j^l^^'^rf^sij  ^*^  who  aflcrt  that  the  in*-. 

^IS^i^'iP^^^^^  P^mM^SPm^Xn  ^94. the  nur4 

., ,  fvliKrh  indeed  m^^  j>p  urg^  on  this ; fide  of:  the,. queftipn^  hot. 

Impene£iion«  if  ^ot,nece^9^;t5{^huf^>^  is  at  k^ft  theccfr-. 
tai^' attendant^  on  eyei^  t^f^g  lv^M^^!¥^  f  Th«vKgh  fome>  part  of 
the  traiffic  with'maJiiyfiiCQiintric?  refemble  Splomon's  in^por* 
tatiop  of  apes  and  pes^cq^q]^^;  ;tho\iah  the  luperfluUies  of  hfe, 
the'  haubles  of  therppulent^  aacT  even  the  luxuries  which 
\  ■         '^  b  enervate 


A^ 


a  INTRODUCTION. 

eflE»at£.lhe  Irrdblute  sad  aatatefltenfltt^  ^ffe  4iitf6dlie6d% 
commerce ;  the  extent  of  the  benefits  which  attend  it  are  alfo 
to  be  confidered,  ere  the  man  of  cool  reafon  will  venture  to 
l^noii^^  t|[at  ^^kj^  ^^^Jhj^^i  a^^en^ed^lpfs  v|r£iotJ 
ana  lefs  happy  by  the  mcreale  of  Commerce. 

If  a  view  of  the  ftate  of  mankind^  where  Commerce  opens 
no  intercourfe  between  nalion^^  anH  location  be  negleded,  unjuft 
concluiions  will  certainly  follow.  Where  the  ftate  of  bar- 
barian^-ltnd  of  coM^tries  unckr  the  difl^rent  def;rtes  of  civttiza-* 
tion#lol.candidl/^iyeighedJ!we  majtVe^fonaJUjy  expedwaLjuft 
decifion.  As  evidently  as  the  appointment  of  Nature  gives 
pafture  to  the  herds,  as  evidently  is  man.  bora  for  foc^^t^ 
AS  every  bthcfr'^iinimd  is  in  its  natural  ftafce  when  in  the  iitus^ 
fibn  which;  iti'  inftinift  recjaxre^  i  * fo  man,  \iihtti  Hs  rcafon« 
eukivatiedi'^is^hetii  and  ohiy  iihtn, '  in '  the  ftate  proper  to  jhJs 
-'-^•^:  'Thtfcf^Tift:  bfti^e  naked  fivage,  Vho  feeds  ott  actihis 
itceps-Ufci'ii  be^  -iti^  his  defii  is*  comnioiiljr  ^blitdthe  ri^V 
tural  ftate  of  manj  but  if  there  be  any  prppriety  in*  t|iis 
atfertlbn,  %is  ratiohal  facnlttes  compofe'  lio  part  of  Ta|s  li^ture^ 
and  wei^  kJy en  hot  to^ be\uftd^'    If  the  ,^v^^}  therefore  Kvt  iii 


reveries,  the  fairy  idresimirf>^t)uffeaiii^a;^.f^ 


Ikii  iteihncr  of  lift  j-  but:imlfefs  We^dlbW  that^Vii  i  prbfitt- hitfge 
df  the  mddes^of  li^ih£' lift  MietaUiTtU  Wt^b^titi  tti^aHis: 
proves 'tha<tnife'i«  hM^iir'mn-^'  amm^&rmi:^^^'}^^: 
His  z^cfiincntbhly  txtih^iSSi'i^mmik'^  of^habft^n 
recoribiliAg'thc  h^'min  firjii^  td  th^^  tineofef6rtabJe  ftitua- 

tions.  -IF  me  iDteixibui% -6f 'Aib'klhS  M  ibme  be  intrc^ 

dudkive  of  vice,  the  want  of  it  as  certainly  exclu4es  ithe  ^eriioti^ 
of  the  nobWft  virtues;  ahdlf  tlifeTce^WVlrta^^ 
hearf ,  they  oftctt  lie  dormknt,  aha  Tifcfcnbw^  fevcn  to  the*  favage.' 
poffefforl  '  Tie  tntWl^bfeatitifuI  dt^ciSptira       a  tribe  of  favkge^; 
which  wcrmay  be  afiiirtd  isfifK)inreil4ife,  occtirsin  thefe  w6rds ; 
And  the  five  fpies  of  Dan  ^^eame,  hl}d^^'and/aw  the petfk 
noere  the  ft  ^  bow  they  dwelt  carelefs  dftir  'ibe\  innnnef  6f  the  Zi^^ 
donians,  quiet  and J^ure,  andfberewajfid'mdgt^rdteifi  tbe  land 

^  tbat 
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fkat  rm^bi-  put /heme  tohfliame  m  atrf.  timg  .  .  i  .And  the  ^iei 
£ud  toithdrtuvdicen,  ji/ip^tidt-'we^maygoiip  4giaf^  tbtmi 
for  neJbiivr  Jhen  /if  Zff»j, :  ^irui  bvHoid  i^  f  vi?^  .good .  »  .  >  tfn^ 
they  canie  unio  Lailfa>  UMtsdpetpk  that  were  qutet  andftcurct  and 
tbey  fotote  tbnh  wkb-thi  edge  -of  the  fmai^i.  aad-ifurti^the'  city 
•authfiret  and.  there  «dtt  m  Defivereft  hiauji-it  nitas  fotr  frotfi 
Zidant^ OMd'.'dh^  had  ha ^b^nefi  with  'My  man _  ■  i\Hb*rdvCT  the 
happy  fimplici^)o£  thiiirocuKy<tiia;^jdpife  the  man'of  fine  ima- 
gin^tiohy' .  the'  true  ptiilofopber  Will  vieiw  die  mof  of'  LtMih  with 
other  d]ices..  HowsvimvirtuDps  he^  may  fuppofe  ont  gentfatlon; 
the  cmldren  of  die  next  wwe  fare  to  £nk:uit6  c»CFy  vice  of 
brutality.  When  his  wants  are, mfily  fupplied,  the  mannters of 
the  lavage  will;  tie^  iliitiplcr  and-'ofteiv  humane^  ifbr  the  hufflani 
heart  iff  nat:vici6usJwimoiit  abjeds.^ofi  tei«ptaftitui.  But  'ttieftr 
will  fooa  occur^'he  ■tfaargHthers  the^  gteateil  quantity  df  fruit 
will  bq  envied  by^tbe  Ic&i  ihduArioqs  :  The  human  paflions' 
will  operate,  and  wbercthere  is  no  magiftrate  to  put  to-  ihame 
in  any  thing,  depredation  will  ibon  diffday  kW,  its  horrors. 
And  ooald  Uich  atribe  b^  feoa^d-fiiom  the  cont^ncnces^  of 
their /own.  unreftcainsd  po^bnty  eonld  evcn  tbi»  impt^^iUty' 
be  furmounted;[  ftill'  are  they  a  wretched  prey  to  the  firft  Uh- 
vaders,  and  becauh -tbeyiijivire  tia  bdlineft  with  aivf>  marit' 
tfa^  will  find  no  deliverer.  WhUe  bunian  nature  is  the  iktue, 
the  fate  of  Laiih  will  always'  be  tbe  £ite  of  the  weak-  and 
defeneele6  i  and  thoii  die  moft  lamiaUe  deicriptioh  iof  favage' 
life,  raifes  in  our  minds  the  ftrongefl  imagery  of  the  mifery 
and  impoflible  continuaiicc  of  .fuch  ^.  ftate.  But  if,  the  view  of 
Lailh  then  terminate  in  horror,  wiui  what  cbnteogplation  Hialt' 
we  behold  the  wilds  of  Africa  and  America  ?  immenfe  trafts 
peopled  by  a  few  tribes  fcattered  at  great  diAanceSj,  who 
efteem  and  treat  each  other  as  beafts  -bi  the  chace.  Actachtnent, 
ttjtheif  C|Wn  tribe  cdrtfiitutes  their  'high eft  idea  of  virtije ;  but 
thU  virtue  includes,  the  moft  brut^  depravity,  niakes  them  con^- 
fldet^  the  mah  of  every  other  tribe  aS  rmc  with  whom  nature  had' 
placed  them  in  a.  ftate  of  war,  and,had  commanded  to  deftroy*:- 

*  Thh  ferority  of  Ai^age  iMBUfM  iflbrds . 
s  ^ilolb^ca]  ictautii  Kow  the  Bictfl  jJiftint ' 
and  iY)h(»^{Ubtt!  cUtnos  wov  Aift '  peo^tett. ' 

WhCTi'l  Rofflullii  Vrc'ft)  a  nURlX^J^'Uid  ' 
wMffStAi  oa  Sii';tiJiKhbo(n'ii  (bnie'AiiUi-  ' 
n^y  tothiiW^:!'  Ai  their  &^bila:'; 
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And  to  t^is  p'rlnjcipk  theirxa(i»o!^S'afid^deiasi'of  hoffoiif^f^ 
rituals  and  mintftei^.  The:  an<den4:^'cj!ueldcs  (pr a<Sti(i^  by  the 
Amebic jn  i&vaged*  oji  their  prlfofaera  ©f/wat  {andV^V^Ar  was  their 
chief  em)}loyfneht)  convey  every  idca\jMcpriefifid  :by  tkcword 
diabolicaii^'aM  give  aaioit  (hocking  view)  of:  the  degradation 
of  human  nature*  ^  But  .what  peculiarly  comple^tes  thedha- 
radler  of  !the  iavag^ . is  his  hotri&^fv.'fii^erAitiQii,,  /In  the.inofi: 
diftant : :ftations  the' favagfe  is  in  this  ithe ; femetiDlThe:  terrori 
of  ievil  fmrits  continuaUyJiauiib  htmi  lahd  Hi^'God  is  beheld,  as 
a  relentleft  tyrant^  and  is  (worifhippeid  often  vwikh  cruel  rites^ 
always  with  A  heart  full  of  horror  and  fear.  In  allrthe  numer- 
ous accounts,  of  favage  worfhip,  one.  .trace  of  .filial  dependance 
\s  not  to  ,he  found-f-.Thid  very  reVcrfe.of  thtatjhappyidea  is  the 
hell  of  the  ignorant .  mind.  .  J^dr  is  this  vlmrh^nfm  confined 
alone  .to  thofe  ignorant  tcibes»  whom  vte  iraU  iavages*  The 
vulgar  of  every  country  pofTefs'it.  in  certain  degrees^  propor^ 
tionated  to  their  opportunities  of  cdnver&tton  with  the  more 
enlightened*  Selii£hnefs,  cruel. .  and  oftea  cowardly  ferocity^ 
together  with  the.moft  unhkppy>  fupdrftition>.  acie  evefy  where 
the  proportionate  attendants  pf  igisorance!  and  fevere  want* 
And  ignorance  and  want  are. only  removed  by  i^itercourfe  and 
t^e  offices  of  fociety.  So  iblf-evident  ate  theie  pofitions,  that 
it  requires  an  apology  for  ihfiftingupon  theim ;  but  the  apology 
i;  at  hand.  He  who  has  read  knows  how  many  eminent  wri«» 
ters*,  and  he  who  has  bonverfed  koows  how  many  refpe&able 


■- » 
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*  The  author  of  that  volominous  wor^, '  thefe  things  necefTary*   and  they  are  par* 

BiJtoinPhiUfipinqMetiPoUtifiiidesEiahUjfi'''  chafed  ty  the  painful  labours  of  Oie  mnl- 

memt  bt  du  €ommer<e  du  Ewpiitu  dims  let  titade  who  are  the  bafis  of  fodety.    To 

deux  Indesy  is  one  of  the  many  who  allert  what  outrafijes  is  not  the  man  of  civil  life 

that  the  favage  is  happier  tiian  the  civil  expofed?  if  he  has  property  it  is  in  danger ; 

life*    His  reafqns  are  thus  abridged :   The    .  and  .govcfomeiit  >9r  authority  is,  aocoiding 

favagje  has  no  care  or  fear  for  the  ratnre,  lis  Cp  our  author,  the  greateft  of  all  erils^    If. 

hmitilig'and  fiihiiig  give  him  a  certain  iob«'    '  there  is'a  fimiine  in  the  north  of  Americat 

fiftmce.    He  fleeps  found,  and  knows  not    '  the  favage,  leci  1^  the  wind  and  die  foi» 

the  difeafes  of  dues.  He  cannot  want  what  can  go  to  a  better  clime ;  but  in  the  horrors 

he  does  not  defire,  nor  deiire  that  which  he  of  famine,   war,   or  peftilence,   the  ports 

does  not  know,  and  vexation  or  grief  cb  and  baniers  of  poliihea  ftates  place  die  fbb- ' 

not  enter  his  foul.  He  is  not  under  the  con-  jeds  in  a  priibn,  where  they  muft  perifh*- 

trottlof  afnperipr  in  hb  actions  ^  in  a  word.  In  r^ernt  emc$re — ^There  fiill  remains  an 

ftLys  our  author,  the  iavage  only  fufiers  the  ,  infinite  difference,  between  the  lot  of  the 

enls  of  nature.  ^  ,  dvilized  and  the  favage ;  a  difference,  toutu  ' 

If  the  dvilized,  he  adds,  enjoy  the  ele-  enHere^  all  entirelv  to  die  difadvantage  of. 

ganaes  of  life,  have  better  fbo4,  and  are  *  iodety,  that  injumoe  which  rei^  in  the 

ttofk   comfortably  defended    a^nff  '  t^e  inequali^  of  fortunes  and  conditions.    **  In 

change  of  icafons,  it  is  ufe  which  makes  fife,  fays  he,  as  the  wifli  for  independence 
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fiameSi  conned^  th?  idea  of  innocence  and  happinefs  with  the 
Kfc  of  4he  favage  and  the  unimproved  roftic.     To  fix  the  cha- 
Rafter  of  the  favage  was  therefore  heceffary,  ere  we  examine  the 
aflertion,  that  it  had  been  happy  for  both  the  old  and  the  new 
Worlds  if  the  Eaftand  Weft  Indies  had  never  been  difcovered. 
The  bloodfhed  and  the  attendant  miferibs  which  the  unparral« 


h  one  of  the.&rft  inftiads  of  man,  be  who 
can  joifl  to  the  pofleffipn.of  tfaii  prinuure 
sigbt,  the  moraa^  fecttrity  of  a  robfiftence, 
(which  we  were- juft  told  the  (avage  could 
do|  is  incomparably  more  happy  than  the 
rial  inan  farromided  with  laws,  fuperiors, 
frejodkes  and  fafliions,  ^which  endanger 
M  liberty/**——     • 

^  ^nch  are  tht  fentimentt  of  a  writer,  whofe 
Idftorical  intelligence  has  acquired  him  s 
lepntation  on  the  continent;  and  as  he  is 
itf>t'iingttlar  in  his  eftimate  of  lava«  hap- 
pinefi,  his  abfordities  merit  fome  obferva- 
tion.  And  nothing  can  be  more  evident, 
than  that  if  habit  delhoy  the  reliih  of  the 
elegancies  of  life,  habit  alfo  will  deftroy 
the  pleafnre  of  hunting  and  fiilhing,  when 
thefe  are  the  fole  bufineft  of  the  favage. 
Yoa  may  as  well  fay,  a  pofbllioo  jaded  with 
fiitigue  and  fluvering  with  wet  and  cold,  is 
extKmdv  happy  bceaole  gentlemen  ride  on 
horfeback  for  their  pleafure.  That  we  can- 
not want  what  we  go  not  defire,  nor  defire 
what  we  do  not  know,  are  juft  poficions ; 
bat  does  it  fdlow,  that  fuch  ftate  is  happier 
than  that  which  brings  the  wiflies  and  cares 
of  dvil  life  ?  By  no  means :  For,  accord- 
ing to  this  amiment,  infenfitnlity  and  hap- 
pinefi  proceed  in  the  fame  gradation,  and 
of  coniequence  an  oyfter  *  is  the  happieft 
of  all  animals.  The  advantages  afcnbed 
to  the  iavs^epver  the  civilizeo  in  the  time 
of  war  and  famine,  in  the  equality  of  rank, 
and  fecority  of  liberty,  outrage  common 
fenfe,  and  are  ftriking  inftances  that  no  ab- 
fordities are  too  mu  for  the  reveries  of 
iQodeni  philofophy.  This  author  quite 
forgets  wnat  dangers  the  (avages  are  every 


where  expolod  tOt  how  their  lands,  if  of 
any  value,  are  fure  to  be  feized  b^  their 
more  powerful  neighbours,  and  millions  of 
their  perfims  enflaved  by  the  more  poliihed 
fiates.     He  quite  forgets  the  i/i/iMiii  Jifiawt* 
between  the  refources  of  the  iodal  and  £i« 
vage  life ;  between  the  comforts  adminiftered 
by  ibd^.to  infirmity  and  old  age,  and 
the  miferable  fUte  of  the  favage  when  he 
can  no  loneer  purfue  his  huntin|;  and  fifli- 
ing.    be  alfo  quite  furgets  the  mfioite  dif- 
fmnoe  between  the  oifcourfe  of  the  fava^  - 
hut,  and  the  t^Ma  ^eoruMy   the  fiiendfhip 
and  converfation  of  refined  and  elevated 
viderftandings.    But  to  philofophife  is  the 
contagion  wmch  infedb  the  f/pn/s  forts  of 
the  continent;    and  under   the  mania  of' 
this  diieafti  there  is  no  wonder  that  ^m« 
mon  fenfe  is  fo  often  crucified.    It  is  only 
the  reputation  of  thofe  who  fupport  fome 
opinions  that  will  vindicate  the  oie  of  re- 
futing them.   We  may  therefore,  it  is  hoped, 
be  forgiven,  if,  tfi  hagatette^  we  fmile  at 
the  triumph  of  our  author,  who  thus  fhms 
up  his  ai^guroents :    **  Jprh  fut^  un  nut 
••  fiut  termifter  ct  grand  trMes^-' Afttr  all, 
**  one  word  will  decide  this  grand  difpute, 
*'  fifwttmtnt  dihAttue  entn  la  pbihfotbts^ 
<'  fo  ftrongly  canvafiled  amon^  philofopners : 
'*  Demand  of  the  man  of  civil  life,  if  he 
'*  is  happy  ?  Demand  of  the  favage,  if  he 
'*  is  miicrable  ?  If  both  anfwer.  No,  the 
'*  difpute  is  determined."    l^y  no  means ; 
for  the  beaft  that  is  contented  to  wallow  in 
the  mire,  is  by  this  argument  in  a  happier 
fUte  than  the  man  who  has  one  wi/h  so 
fatisfy,  however  reafbnably  he  may  hope  to 
do  it  by  his  induftry  and  virtue. 


-  *  And  our  anthor  hi  ivaiity  foes  as  far,  *'  Temtm  cet  £f^f,— ^-^Witneft  that  Scotchman,  iays  he/ wh^ 
hdna  kft  alone  on  the  ifle  of  Fcnianilcai,  was  only  unhappy  while  his  memory  remained ;  but  uhcn  his 
natural  wants  ib  cngroflgl  him  that  he  forgot  his  country,  his  language,  his  name,  and  even  the  articu- 
lation of  words,  thli  European,  at  the  end  of  four  years,  found  hinifelf  ealed  of  the  Burden  of  AkUI 
life,  in  hsTingrtne  hiq>pineis  to  Ide  the  ufe  of  refle^Hon,  of  theie  thoughts  which  led  him  back  to  the  paft, 
Of  taught  him  to  dread  the  ftttnre.**  Bat  this  is  as  erronctts  in  faA,  as  fuch  happinefs  is  falfe  in  philofophy. 
Ahliidfi  Selkirk  fell  into  no  Indi  Aate  of  happy  idcotifm ;  and  on  his  return  to  England,  the  rcmcm« 
•h90fie>of  his  l^ftiipfs  ob  the  idc  of  Fcnuadca,  aflbrded.the  hint  of  Robiniou  Cruibe. 

lelled 
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INTRODUCT  ION., 


kHed  rapine  aftd  craelties  of  thft  Spftnisffds  fefeafd  over^the  ficvv^ 
worlds  indeed  difgrace  human  nature.     The  great  aJ^i  flojDK 
ribbing  empires  of  Mexico  and  Perui    fteeped  in  the  i>loo(l 
of  forty  millions  of  their  fons,  prefent  a  melancholy  profpeSi^: 
which  muft  excite  the  indignation  of  every  good  hiart.     Yet 
fuch  deiblation  is  not  the  certain  confequence  of  difbovery. 
And  even  fhould  we  allow  that  the  depravity  of  human  nature 
is  §6  great,  that  the  avarice  of  the  merchant  and  rip^it^  of  tfae- 
ibldier   will   overwhelm  with    mifcry  every  new  difbovered! 
country^  ftill  are  there  other,  more  comptehenfive  views,  to  be« 
taken,  ere  we  decide  againft  the  intercourfe  introduced  by  na- 
vigation.   When  we  weigh  the  happinefi  of  Europe  in  the  fcale 
of  political  philofophy,  we  are  not  to  confine  our  eye  to  the^ 
dreadful  ravages  ofAttila  the  Hun,  or  of  Alaric  the  Goth.     Ifj 
the  waters  of  a  ilagnated  lake  are  difturbed  by  the  fpade  whept 
led  into  new  channels,  we  ought  not  to  inveigh  agiainft  the' 
alteration  becaufe  the  waters  are  fouled  at  the  nrft ;  we  are  to* 
wait  to  fee  the  (Ireamlets  refine  and  fpread  beauty  and  utilitv 
through  a  thoufand  vales  which  they  never  vifited  before.   Sucn' 
were  the  conq uefts  of  Alexander,  temporary  evils,  but  civiliza-* 
tioa  and  hajppmefs  followed  in  the  bloody  tract.     And  though 
diigraced  with  every  barbarity,  happinefs  has  alfo  followed  the* 
conquefts  of  the  Spaniards  in  the  other  hemifphere.     Though 
the^  villainy  of  the  Jefuits  defeated  their  fchemes  of  civili^^ation 
in   many  countries,    the  labours  of  that  fociety  have  been 
crowned  with  a  fuccefs  in  Paraguay  and  in  Canada,  which  does 
them  the  greateft  honour.     The  cuftoms  and  cruelties  of  ftiany 
American  tribes  (till  difgrace  human  nature,  but  in  Paraguay  and' 
Canada  the  natives  have  been  brought  to  reliih  the  blefiingS' 
of  fociety  and  the  arts  of  virtuous  and  civil  life.  -  If  Mexico  is 
aotfo  populous  as  it  once  was,>  neither  is  it  fo  barbarous* ;  the 


*  Th6  innocent  fimplidtvof  the  Americant 
in  their  oonferenoes  with  oie  Spaniattls,  and 
the  honid  cnidties  they  fofFered,  divert  our 
view  from  dieir  complete  chara£ter.  Bat  «!• 
snoft  evenr  thin^  wa«  horrid  in  their  dvil  aiC> 
tons  ana  relinooi  rite*.  In  feme  tribes, 
to  cohabit  mm  their  mothen •  fifters,  and 
dattghtersy  was  efteemed  the  meant  of  do* 
me£c  peace.  In  others,  catamites  were 
maintaiaed  in  every  village;  they  went 
from  honie  to  houfe-as  they  pMifed,  and- it 
was  imlawfiil  to  refnie  them  what  viftmll 


they  chafed.     In  evdry  tribe,   the  cap 
tives  taken  in  war  were  mardered  with  tte" 
moft  wanton  cmeltv,  and  afterwards  devooied 
bv  the  vidors.    Their  religious  rites  were, 
it  poffiMe,  (till  more  horrid.  The  abdnrfuS- 
tions  of  ancient  Mdoch  vfftre  here  oot-^ 
numbered;  children,  virgins,  flaves,  and* 
captives,  bled  on  difoent  altars,  to  appeaie 
their  various  gp<li«    If  there  was  a  fcardty  < 
of  human  vi&ms,    tht  pdefts '  amutaneoi 
H»t  th«  gods  wttt^dylngcfitAflt  fct  huinan^ 
blood.    And  to  prevent  a  thnatencd  famine 

by 


IN  IT  ROD  U  C  T  I  ON.  vi^ 

f)i4cllA  of  tb«  iMunao  riAim  do  hat  now  refound  ffom  ttmplt 
tffi  ^mf^*$  nor  dues  the  human  hearty  held  np  reeking  to  th^ 
$N|i]i  lAiffwale  the' ireogetnce  of  ixeavcB  on  the  guilty  empire* 
And  however  impdlitically  defpotic  the  SpaniA  governmcncs  m2j> 
bd«  ftill  do  tisiiefb  colonies  enjoy  the  oppoi'tnnities  of  improvement^ 
wlukh  in  every  age  arife  from  the  knofwiedge  of  commerce  and. 
of  ltitter$,  6pportttnities  which  were  never  enjoyed  in  South 
4^iMri<9a  under  ihc  reigns  t£  Montezuma  and  Atabalipa.  But 
if  {r^oiL  %>anifh  we  turn  our  eyes  to  Bridih  America,  what  a* 
gl)Mkm$:pcofpe£t!  Here  once  on  the  wild  lawn,  perhaps  twice  in^ 
the  year  I  a  few  £rvage  hunters  kindled  their  evening  fire,  kindkd> 
k  m^k^e  to  proteffc  them  from  evil  ipiritt  and  beafts  of  prey,  than 
from  the  cold,  and  with  their  feet  pointed  to  it,  flept  on  tne  ground*. 
Here>  new  pcfmlation  fpreads  her  thoufands,  and  fociety  appears 
in.  ^  its  blei&ngs  of  nrntual  help,  and  the  mutual  lights  of  in^' 
teUeAual  improvement.  **  What  work  of  art,  or  power,  or 
^  public  utility,  has  ever  equalled  the  glory  of  having  peopledi 
^  a  condnent,  without  guilt  or  bloodflied,  with  a  muhitude  of 
^  free  and  happy  common-wealths,  to  have  given  them  the 
^^  beft  arts  of  hfe  and  government!''  This,  indeed^  is  the 
gceateft  glory  of  the  Britiih  crown,  *<  a  greater  than  any  other 

iiyfiipp1yfo|rth<e  alti^y  the  king's  of"  Mexico  cemented  isi^tli  lime.    In   feme  of  thefe 

'«tie  obligdi  to  make  war  on  the  ndgh-  towers  Andrew  de  Tapia  one  day  coonted 

boiiring  Hates.    Hie  mi(6nersof  either  Sde  1 56^000  IknIU.      During    the  war  with 

died  by  die  hand  or  the  prieft. .  But  the  Cortez  they  increafed  their  uTual  facrificetf. 


mmber  df  Uie  Mexican  faerifices  lb  greatly  fill  orieft  and  people  were  tired  of  their 

«KOBeA^  thofe  of  other  nations,  diat  the  •  Uoocly  icfi^on.    FieqaBnt  emhaffies  from 

Tlafcaflansswhowerehimteddownforthispm'*  different  tnbes  complained  to  Cortez  that 

pofb,readilyjofaied  Cortez  with  about  2001OOO  diey  were  weary  of  their  rites;  and  in- 

anu  Xftd  frod.by  the  moil  £xed.  hatred,  tteated  him  to  teach  them  his  law.    And 

enabled  him  to  make  one  rreat  facrifice  of  thooeh  the  Peruvians,  it  is  (aid,  were  more 

the  Mexican   nation,      who    that  views  poliihed,  and  did  not  facri£ce  ouite  {o  many 

Mcyjco,   AMped  in  her  own  blood,  can  as  the  Mexicans,  yet  200  children  was  the 

jieSram  the  emotion  which  whir|>efs  to  him,  *  nfual  heortomb  for  the  healdi  of  the  Ynca, 

This  is  the  hand  of  heaven !«— By  the  num-  and  a  much  larger  one  of  all  ranks  honoured 

ber  of  theie  facred  buticheries,  one  would  his  obfequxes.    The  method  of  facrifyiing 

thmkthatatiQlt|rwas  tkegreateft  amoTement  was  thns;  Six  piiefls  laid  the  i/^Qdm  on  an 

of  Mexico.    At  the  dedication  of  the  tern-  aitar»  wJ&ich  was  narrow  at  top,  when  five 

Ele  of  YltznKpntzU,  A.  D»  i486,  64,0^0  bending  him  acrofs,  the  fixth  cut  up  his 
Oman  vidims  were  fiicrificed  in  four  days.  0omach  with  a  Iharp  flint,  and  while  he 
Attdr  according  to  the  beft  accounts,  die  held  up  the  heart  reekine  to  the  fun,  the 
anmial  iacrifices  of  Mexico  feqsired  firveral  .  others  tumbled  the  carcale  <)own  a  flight  of 
thoufands.  The  flculls  of  the  victims  fome-*  ftairs  near  the  altar,  and  immediately  pro- 
times  wteelkimg  on  firinM  vAich  reached  ceedod  to  die  next  &ciifice.  SeeAcofta, 
ffom  tree  to  tree  around  their  temples,  and  Gomara,  Careri,  the  Letters  of  Cortez  to 
Amfrimgf   were  built  up  in  towers  and  Charles  V.  Sec  &c. 

'*  nation 


Tiu  introduction: 

<'  nation  ever  acquired i*  and  from  the  confequences  of  the 
genius  of  Henry^  Duke  of  Vifeo,  did  the  Britiih  American 
empire  arife^  an  empire  which  moft  probably  will  one  day  be 
the  glory  of  the  world. 

.  Stubborn  indeed  muft  be  the  Theorift,  who  will  deny  theim* 
provement^  virtue  and  happinefs,  which  in  the  refult>  the  voyage 
of  Columbus  has  ipread  over  the  Weftern  World.  Theiiappinefs 
which  Europe  and  Afia  have  received  from  the  intercourfe  witib 
each  other,  cannot  hitherto^  it  muft  be  owned^  be  compared 
either  with  the  poiTeilion  of  it^  or  the  fource  of  its  increafe 
eilablifhed  in  America.  Yet  let  the  man  of  the  moft  melan- 
choly views  eftimate  all  the  wars  and  depredations  which  are 
charged  upon  the  Portuguefe  and  other  European  nations,  ftill 
will  the  Eaftern  World  appear  confiderably  advantaged  by  the 
voyage  of  Gama.  If  feas  of  blood  have  been  fhcd  by  the  Por- 
tuguefe,  nothing  new  was  introduced  into  India.  War  and  de- 
predation were  no  unheai:d  of  ftrangers  on  the  banks  of  the 
Ganges,  nor  could  the  nature  of  the  civil  eftablifhments  of  the 
eaftern  nations  fecure  a  lafting  peace.  The  ambition  of  their 
native  princes  was  only  diverted  into  new  channels,  into  chan- 
nels>  which  in  the  natural  courfe  of  human  aifairs,  will  cer- 
tainly lead  to  permanent  governments,  eftablifhed  on  improved 
laws  and  juft  dominion.  Yet  even  ere  fuch  governments  are 
formed,  is  Alia  no  lofer  by  the  arrival  of  Europeans.  The 
horrid  maflacres  and  unbounded  rapine  which,  according  to 
their  own  annals,  followed  the  vidories  of  their  Afian  CQn-< 
querors,  were  never  equalled  by  the  worft  of  their  European; 
vanquifhcrs.  Nor  is  the  eftablifhment  of  ipiproved  govern- 
ments in  the  Eaft  the  dream  of  theory.  The  fuperiority  of  the 
civil  and  military  arts  of  the  Britifh,  notwithftanding  the  hate- 
ful character  of  fbme  individuals,  is  at  this  day  beheld  in  India 
with  all  the  aftonifliment  of  admiration,  and  all  the  defire  of 
imitation.  This,  however  retarded  by  various  caufes,  muft  in 
time  have  a  moft  important  efFedt,  muft  fulfil  the  prophecy  of 
Camoens,  and  transfer  to  the  Britifh  the  high  compliment  he 
pays  to  his  countrymen ; 

Beneath  their  fway  majeftic,  wife  and  mild, 

Pioud  of  her  vigor's  laws  thrice  happier  India  fmiled. 

*    * 

In 
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In  former  ages,  and  within  diefc  few  years,  the  fcrtire  em- 
pire of  India  has  exhibited  ^cry  fcene  of  human  mifery,  under 
the  undillinguifhing  ravages  of  their  Mohammedan  and  native 
princes ;  ravages  only  equalled  in  Edropean  hiftory  by  thofc 
committed  under  Attria,  furnamed  the  fcoiirge  of  God,  and  the 
deftroyer  of  nations.  The  ideas  of  patriotifm  and  of  honour  were 
ieldom  known  in  the  cabinets  of  the  eaftern  princes  till  the  arrival 
of  the  Europeans.  Ever^  fi)ecies  of  aifaflination  was  the  policy 
of  dieir  courts,'  and  every  a^  of  unreftrained  rapine  and  maf- 
facrc  followed  the  path  of  viftory.  But  fome  of  the  Portu- 
guefe  governors,  and  many  of  the  Engliih  officers,  have  taught 
them,  that  humanity  to  the  conquered  is  the  beft,  the  truefl: 
policy.  The  brutal  ferocity  of  their  own  conquerors  is  now 
the  object  of  their  greateft  dread;  and  the  fuperiority  of  the 
Britifli  in  war  has  convinced  their  ^  princes,  that'  an  alliance  with 
the  Britifh  is  the  fureft  guarantee  of  their  national  peace  and 
profperity.  While  the  Endifh  Eaft  India  Company  are  pofTef- 
fed  of  their  prefent  greatnefs,  it  is  in  their  power  to  difFufe  over 
the  Eaft  every  blefling  which  flows  from  the  wifeft  and  moft 
humane  policy,  a  policy  till  of  late  unknown,  even  in  idea,  in 
Afia.  Long  ere  the  Europeans  arrived,  a  failure  of  the  crop  of 
rice,  the  principal  food  of  Indian  ,has  jQpread  the  devaftations  of 
famine  over  the  populous  plains  of  Bengal.  And  never,  from 
the  feven  years  famine  of  ancient  Egypt  to  the  prefent  day,  was 
there  a  natural  fcarcity  in  any  country  which  did  not  enrich  the 
proprietors  of  the  granaries.  The  Mohambiedan  pHntes  and 
Mo6rij(h  traders  have  often  addled  all  the  horrors  of  an  artificial 
to  a  [natural  famine/  IBut  howeVer  fbme •  Portuguefe '  or  other* 
goveftiors  nfiay  ftahd  accufed,  *  much  was  left  for  the  humanity 
of  the  more  exalted  policy  of  an  Albuquerque  or  a  Caftro.  And 
under  fuch  European  governors  as  thefe,  the  diftrcfles  of  the 
Eaft 'have  often  been  alleviated  by  a  generofity  of  condudt,  and* 
a  train  of  refour^cis  formerly  linfenpwn  in  Afia,  The  introduc- 
tion of  the  Britiih  laws  into  (ndja,  of  laws  already  admired  as  the 
didtates'bf  heaven,  muft,  in  the  courfe  of  ages,  nave  a  wide  and 
ftupendous  effeft.  .  The  abjeft  ipirit  of  Afian  fubmiflion,  will 
be  taught  to  fee,  and  to  claim  thofe  rights  of  nuture,  of  which 

*  Mahomnu^d  All  Khan,  Nabob  of  the  CaraatiCt  declared,  **  I  met  the  Britilh  with 


^  that  freedom  of  openners  which  they  love/  and  I  efteem  it  my  honour  as  well  as  feCurity 
•^  tobetteiaiyof  fndranatitoof  princes.**  ' 

c  the 
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the  difpirked  and  pafiive^  G€Ot9p$r.could,r:tm  V^^^^'X 
form  an  Idea.    From  this»  a&  naturalk  astif^poof  liff^e^ t^ 
dawn»   mufl  the  otbei   bkiSiig^  pi  civ^i^atioox  airiie^.  ;^ 
though  the  four  great  U^bc^ ,  ot  ,}fii3ifl^ 

to  the  introdudion  of  other  inaniier^  axid  qf  ^other  r  litpratye^ 
than  their  own^  happily  there  is  one  tifibiiect  ti^ibf^  whp>  arCi 
Bot  bound  by  their  iuperftkion  to  %t\c£ii  tae  adyanUgjsa  ;whu;b 
flow  from  an  intec-comttuiai^ty  with  cjivii^ea  jftrangprs^  ^1^91^ 
may  the  political  philo£xpher  I^e  deciiq^}^  epij^ai^^  |iirli|^ 
would  boldly  prophefy,  that  .unless  tl^e  Brkii^ai]9.,driTe|^  $9)3B| 
lodia^  that  tribe>  the  deipifed  Ualkchorefji^iata.wludti^ti^^ 
fufe  of  the  reft  are  now  ezcoamuimcated»  will  in  the  courie  of 
a  few  centuries^  from  the.adirantagpa  recfiYe4  fros^  mtecpfwin 
munity^  bear  i\ich  a>iuperiori^  ^ver  the  othe^  th»t  thje:o|t)iei«i 
will  be  induced  to  faireak  the  maclplea  qf  thejtf  .abij^d  /ppf^ii^^ 
iions^  (whic^  ^naoil  ia  eye^y  iaftauce|  a^e  con^);s^y;t9i  t^;fe$][^ 
ings  and  wiihea  of  nature):  and  w^  be  led  tp  partake  ,^,(H(^^ 
advantages  which  arife  from  the  free  Ccopc  and  due  ci^ti\iiatioii 
of  the.  rational  powers*  Nor  caa  the.  ohiHnacy  evefi  ofit^M^ 
conceited  Ghinefe  alwaya  reii£Lthe  defirje>  of.i^U^UDgjthe^^^^ 
K9peans»  a  people  who  in  ^,  and  ii>..f^»is:irj9.' /c^,gr^^^ 
perior  to  theniuelVpa.  l^he  «fe.  of.  thcs  tw^ty-Wr  Iftps^s,^  by^ 
which  we  cam  expreis  evefy  lan^^u^j^  appeared,  ff  £^A  ^  P^ 
raculoua  to  the  ChinefL  Prejudice  cannot  always  defiirivA 
that  people^  who  ate  not  deficient  ia  fel^  cunnings  of  tbe^ 
claiie.  and,  expedition. jof'^f^aliri^bel^^  .^M  it  x$:czfy  to  foref^,, 
tihati  in  ,tbe  f:oui:fe  af  ^.  few:  pcfjjturjje^irv  fomie  aJphab^  wii| 
cei;t^ty^  talw  pjac^cpf  jiuidj^^  which^now 

xiendf^r  tA^  ciiltivAti^  thq  Cp^n^si^^^  not  only  a-^lar^ 
hour  of  vit  utmoii  (iii9Scu%^  hut  ev^n.  impofiible.  to  .^tB^n^^ 
beyottd  a  veiy  limt^ecl  dqgree.  And  froni  th?  introi^ui^tioai 
of  an  alf habeti,.  what,  imnrovement^i  nxay^  nAt.  ^.esfP^d^df  fronoi 
the  lahoirious  indufoy.of  tjie  Ch^iel  ,  Jhpujgjb:  i^qjft  obij^- 
nately  attached  to  tbeij;  old  c^^^ms^  3^  tli^ere.  is  a  tkkr  juair 
the  mWera  of  nations,  which  is  iiji44^n  ap4  5^.^  '^  wblcl^ 
ads  with  a  kind  of  inftin^vo  £i^y  agatqft  ancient  pceiudice 
and  abfuxdityt    Xt  was  that  nation  0^  pxerchantSu  the  Famb^* 

•  Soe  di*  note  on  thf  yn,  I^a4.  r 

t  Every  laan  muft  foll9W  hU-  fatber^s  tiack»  9xiA  iaoft  ^ar^'a  janghtar  of  the  (mti^Cm 
copadon,    Inaumerable  ate  thdr  other  barbarous  Tfiftriftiyn  oCgpuy  ayK.ipiJwaUW .. 

ciansj 


clans/  Yfahkh<dHgi(M  iAii  ^  bf -Idtfi^j  di)<odgtl  iSi6  ancient, 
iod  CopiflMrfce  Aft^nr  OUddbbtddty  'ffldibre  {tit  famt  bIdBngs 
through  the  modern  world. 

•  To  this  vieW  df  fh«  p§Htkifl  hat^piiMel^,  tvDidK  i^  iunl  tOf  be 
introduc«dr  ift  prdjlKKtloA  €6  eiviltz«ti6ri»  Itt  the  DiViAe  ad^ 
frhdt  ittay  be  rdidbati^y  ^ptiCted  iVdm  fuch  bj^pb^nftity  tff  the 
irtcrisa&  of  Rctlgk>0.  A^6vy  of  tiierchant^,  mtleed,  has  fel- 
dom  beed  iotthi  to'^tf  ftk^  ilbhodl  of  piety  j  y^t,  wh6h  the  «.' 
neraL  iriaoMfs  fSf  4  ^{M^Fle-bteoilhit  affimilated  td  iikifi  of  tf 
more  rational  worfhip,  fomethin?  thOi<e  thiii^  eter  -wii:  ptodtctd 
by  an  ifafbnc  lifiMi;  0(l!k&iAhi^b6{iih66d'<if  an  infadt  cdoiiy, 
nay  then  be  itafoAflUy  texpd6(«i,  ilnd  efitri  fdfetoM. 

In  eftimatingr  tlU:  {>oh«i<i«y  hapfAneft  of  a  ^ople,  nothing  is* 
df  greater  iinp<>rt^c«  thfti^  thi^^  citpdcSl!^  of,  ahcTteHtkncy  toy 
improvement^  .  Al  i-  dkud '  hkt  Mrlll  edht$ntid  tit  the'  ^ufie  ftaid 
for  agqr  and  sges^  ft> '#d«iAl  the  hi^tHih  itiA  ibpbi^iiibiifr  df'  dfd 
Eaft  conthMb  ik6  Amt.  But  if  the-  Me  t»  belg^  to  ba  opefhedP 
into  a  ikw»kad  rfi*ttle^»  Who*  kncMvs  dv^r  yftizt  vttititktihcre^ 
fields^  batVtih  befor««  lbey>  ritay  £<¥iift  thcf  blciffln'gs'  dP  ^nMy, 
and  torn  ai  d^nrf  ivi^iderMftf  hiC6  i  knB  6f  fo6iety  and  jbv. 

'  In  ottiitoft  tb  tiiJS^  l«t  the  Ooldeft  Coaft  and  othei'  inonetiiif 
fsc|;ian8  of  JiMckb*  ^nt^mttpkkei :     * 

Afric  behdd  i  s^,  what  altered  vfew  ! 
Heir  lands  uncultu^y  and  her  ibnd  untrue ; 
Ungmeai  wiiAi  all  that  fweeten^  human  life/ 
Savage  and  fierce  tke)^  roam  in  bniktal  ftrife ; 
Eager  they^  gfft%  the  gifts  which- eulture  yields^ 
Yet  naked  f cam  tlieir  own  neglelfted  fields^  •  •  •  .  • 
Unnomber-d  tribes' as  beftial  graztrs  ftray. 
By  Iswrunform'd^  unform'd  by  ReafoA^s  fway. 
Fflo:  inward  ftrdtish  the  niourtiful  fltril  dales^ 
WJsere:  oa  the  pareh'd  hil^fide  pz\c  fkmine  waik. 

LusiAD  X* 


us  view  wl^r  rftillions  of  thefc  urihappy  favagcs^are  drag- 
ged from  thtit  nadte  fields;  and  cut  off  ror  eret^  ftom  all  the 
hopes  and>  aS^l  the  rights  to  which  humah  birth  eiltitled  them. 
And  who-wwtd  "he^ate  tb  bh)hounce  that  Negro  thb:\greateiV 
of  patri0|s>'  whp>   bf  teachkg^  his  cdmxtrytnen*  dhie'  arts  of 

c  2  fociety 
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fociety,  ihould  teach  them  to^efe^d  ^^ttiGAvtski  tfae/pof-^ 
fefiion  of  their  fields;  their  families;  a^d  their  own  peftonal 
liberties  ?  .  ■  '  i  ;  * 

Evident  however  at  it  is,  that  the  voyages  of  Gama  and  Co* 
lumbus  have  already  carried  a  fuperior  degree  of  happinefs,  ami 
the  promife  of  infinitely  more,  to  the  Eaflerii  ,and  Wcftehf 
worlds  1  yet  the  advantages  derived  from  the  difcbvery  of  thefo 
regions  to  Europe  may  perhaps  be  dei\ied«  .  But  let.  us.  view 
wnat  Europe  was,  ere  the  genius  of  Don  HiCftry  gave  birth  ta 
the  fpirit  of  modern  difcovery. 

Several  ages  before  this  period  the  feudial,  fyftem.  had  degene*^ 
rated  into  the  moft  abfolute  tyraiiny.    The  barons  exerCifed  the 
moft  defpotic  authority  over  their  yaffalsj,  and  every  fcheme .  of 
public  utility  was  rendered   impra^bicable  by  their  continual 
petty  wars  with  each  other ;  and  to  which  they  led  their  de« 
pendends  a^  dogs  tp  the  chace.    Unable  to  read,,  or  to  write  hi& 
own  name,  the  Chieftain  was  entirely  pofieiTed  by  the  moft  to-^ 
mantic  opinion  of  military  glory>  and  the  fong  of  his  domeftic 
minftrel  conftituted  his  higheft  idea  of  fame.  .  The  Cla^c& 
ilept  on  the  (helves  of  the  monaftries»  their  dark»  but  happy 
afylum,  while  the  life  of  the  monks  refembted  that  of  die  fat- 
tened beeves  which  loaded  their  tables.    Real  abilities. were  in^ 
deed  poiTeiTed  by  a  Duns  Scotus  and  a  few  others ;  but  thefe 
were  loft  in  the  moft  trifling  fubtleties  of  a  fopbiftry,  which 
they  dignified  with  the  name  of  cafuiftical  Divinity^     Whether 
Adam  and  Eve  were  created  vdth  navels^  and  how  maoy  thou--^ 
fand  angels  might  at  the  fame  inftant  dance  upon  the  point  oF 
the  fineft  needle  without  one  joftling  andtherj,  were  two  of  the 
feveral  topics  of  like  importance  which  excited  the  acumea 
and  engaged  the  controverftes  of  the  Learned.     While  every 
branch  of  philofophical,  eif  rational  inve^igation^  was  thus  un«^ 
purfued  and  unknown^  Commerce,  incompatible  in  itfdf  with 
the  feodal  fyftem,    was  equally  negleded  and  unimproved., 
Where  the  mind  is  enlarged  and  enlightened  by  Learnings  plans 
of  Commerce  will  rife  into  aftion,  and  whiclC  in  return,  wilU 
from  every  part  of  tht  earth,  bring  new  acquirements  to  phi- 
lofophy  and  fcieoce.     The  birth  of  Learning  and  Coipmerce 
may  be  different,  but  their  growth  is  mutud  and  dependent 
upon  each  other.     The^  not  only  ailift  each  other,  but  the 
fame  enlargement  of  nuo4  which  is  neceflary  for  perfedtioa 

in 
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in  the  one»  k  Alfo  neceifary .  for  perfefbion  in  the  other ;  and 
the  fame  caufes .  impede,  and  are  alike  deftru^ve  of  both; 
The  Intercourse  of  mankind  is  the  parent  of  both.  Ac-^ 
cording  to  the  confinement  or  extent  of  Intercourfe^  barbarity 
9j;  civilization  proportionably  prevail.  In  the  dark  Monkifli 
ages,  the  Intercourfe  of  the  learned  was  as  much  impeded  and 
con&ned  as  that  of  the  merchant.  A  fevir  unwieldy  veiibls 
(:oafted  the.ihores  of  Europe,  and  mendicant  friars  and  ignorant 
pDgrims  carried  a  miferable  account  of  what  was  palling  in 
the  world  from  monaftery  to  monaftery.  What  Do&or  had  lail. 
disputed  on  the  peripatetic  philofophy  at  fome  univerfity,  and 
what  new  herefy  had  laft  appeared^  comprifed  the  whole  of 
their  literary  intelligence ;  and  which  was  delivered  \vith  little. 
9ccuracys  and  received  with  as  little  attention.  While  this  thick 
clomd  of  mental  darkpefs  overfpread  the  weftern  world,  was 
DonJIenry  prince  of  Portugal  born»  born  to  fet  mankind. free 
from  the  feodal  fyftem>  and  to  give  to  the  whole  world  every 
advantage,  every  light  that  may  poffibly  be  difFufed  by  the  Inters 
courfe  of  unlimited  commerce: 

^  ■    i  ■■■  For  then  from  ancient  gloom  emerg'd 

The  rifing  world  of  Trade :  the  Genius,  then. 

Of  Navigation^  that  in  hopelefs  floth 

Had  flumber'd  on  the  vaft  Atlantic  deep 

For  idle  ^gts,  ftarting  heard  at  lafl: 

The  Lufitanian  Prince,  who,  heaven-infpir*d,k 

To  love  of  ufeful  glory  Tous'd  mankind. 

And  in  unbounded  Commerce  mixt  the  world.     -   Thom.. 

« 

In  contraft  to  the  melancholy  view  of  human  nature,  funk 
in  barbarifm  and  benighted  with  ignorance,  let  the  prefent  ftate 
of  Europe  be  impartially  eftimated.  Yet  though  the  great  in- 
creafe  of  opulence  and  learning  cannot  be  denied,  there  are 
fome  who  aflert,  that  virtue  and  happinefs  have  as  greatly  de- 
clined. And  the  immenfe  overflow  of  riches,  from  the  £^  in 
particular,  has  been  pronounced  big  with  deftruftion  to  the  Bri-^ 
tifh  empire.  Every  thing  human,  it  is  truQ,  has  its  dark  as  well 
as  its  bright  fide ;  but  let  thefe  popular  complaints  be  examined^ 
and  it  will  be  found,  that  modern  Europe,  and  the  Britilh  cmr 
pire  in  a  very  particular  manner,  have  received  the  greateft  and 
moft  folid  advantages  from  the  nv)dern  e;ilarged  fyftem  of  Com- 
merce 
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msrce*  The  magic  of  the  old  romances,  which  coidd  make 
the  moft  withered,  deformed  hag,  appear  as  the  moft  4>eatitiful 
virgin,  is  every  day  verified  in  popuhr  declamation.  Anciedt 
days  are  there  painted  in  the  moft  amiable  fimplicity,  and  the 
modern  in  the  moft  odious  colours.  Yet  what  man  of  fortune 
in  England  lives  in  that  ftupendous  grofs  luxury, which  every  day 
Vas  exhibited  in  the  Gothic  caftles  of  the  old  Chieftains  \  Four 
or  five  hundred  knights  and  fquires  in  the  dMneftic  retinue  of  a 
warlike  earl  was  not  uncommon,  nor  was  the  pomp  of  embroi** 
deiy  inferior  to  the  profufe  wafte  of  their  tables ;  in  both  in-« 
ftances  unequalled  by  all  the  mad  excefies  c^  the  prefent  age. 

While  the  Baron  thus  lived  in  all  the  wild  glare  of  Gothic 
hixury,  agriculture  was  alnu)ft  totally  negle£ked,  and  his  meaner 
vaflals  fared  harder,  infinitely  lefs  comfortably,  than  the  oieimeft 
induftrious  labourers  of  England  do  now.  Where  the  lands  are 
uncultivated,  the  peafants,  ill-cloathed,  ill-'lodged,  and  poorly 
fed,  pafs  their  miterable  d^s  in  iloth  and  filth,  totzlly  ignorant 
cf  every  advantage,  of  every  comfort  which  nature  kys  at  their 
feet.  He  who  pafTes  from  the  trading  towns  and  cultured  fields' 
of  England,  to  thoie  remote  villages  of  Scotland  or  Ireland, 
which  claini  this  defcriptiac^  is  aftonifhed  at  the  comparative 
wretchednefs  of  their  destitute  inhabitaAts ;  but  few  confider» 
that  thefe  villages  only  exliibit  a  view  of  what  Europe  was^  ere 
the  Spirit  of  Commerce  diffufcd  the  bkiUngs  whidhi  naturally 
flow  from  her  improvements.  In  the  Hebrides  the  failure  of  a 
harveft  almoft  depopulates  an  ifland.  Having  little  or  no  traffic 
to  purchafe  grain,  numbers  of  the  young  aod  hale  betake  them- 
felves  to  the  continent  in  queft  of  employment  and  food,  leaving 
a  few,  lefs  adventurous,  behind,  to  beget  a  new  race,  the  heirs 
of  the  fame  fortune.  Yet,  from  the  &me  cauie,  from  the  want 
of  traffic,  the  kingdom  of  England  has  often  felt  more  dread- 
ful effects  than  thefe.  Even  in  the  days  when  her  Henries  and 
£*dwards  plumed  themfelves  with  the  trophies  of  France,  how 
often  has  Famine  fpread  all  her  horrors  over  city  and  village? 
Our  modern  hiftories  negleA  this  charadteriftical  feature  of  an- 
cii&nt  days;  but  the  rude  chronicles  of  thefe  ages  inform  us, 
that  three  or  four  times,  in  almoft  every  reign  of  continuance, 
was  England  thus  vifited.  The  fiaiilure  of  me  crop  was  then 
feverely  felt,  and  two  bad  harvefls  together  were  almoil  infup- 
portable.     But  Conunercehas  now  opened  aaotlier  fcene^  has 

armed 
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armed  Government  witli  the  happieft  power  tliat  can  be  exerted 
by  ttie  rulera  of  a  natlooi ;  the  power  to  prevent  every  exb-emw 
ty  *^  which  may  po|)jhIy  ari&  iVom  bad  harvefts  3  extremiliesy 
whlchj  in  farmer  ages,  were  efteemed  more  dreadful  visitations 
of  the  wrath  of  heaven^  than  the  peftilence  itfelf^  Yet  mo- 
dern London  is  not  fo  certainly  defended  againft  the  latter,  ita 
antient  vi£btor  in  ahnofl  every  reign,  than  the  Commonwealth  hf 
the  means  of,Cotpmerce»  under  ajufl  and  humane  government^ 
is  iecurcd  againft  the  ravages^of  the  former.  If,,  from  theib  great 
outlines  of  the.  happinefs  enjoyed  by  a  commercial  over  aa  uo-^ 
commercial^  nation,  we  turn  our  eyea  to  the  manners,  the  ad-* 
vantages  will  be  found  no  lefs  in  favour  of  the  civUisrcd. 

Whoever  is  inclined   to  declaim  on  the  vices  of  the  pr^e^ 
fen  t  age,  let,  him  read»  and  be  convinced,   that  the  Gothic 
ones  were  lei^  vic-tuous*.    If  the  fpirit  of  chivalry  prevented  c£^ 
feminacy^  it  was  the  fbd^r-iather  of  a  ferocity  of  naaoners^. 
now  happily 'unknown^    Rapacity,  avarice^  and.  efifeminacy  are^ 
the  vices  ak:ribed  to  the  increafe  of  Commerce ;  and  in  ibme. 
degree,'  It  mufl:  be  confeiTed,  they  follow  her  fteps.     Yet  ia&r^ 
nitely  more  dreadful,  as  every  palatinate  in  Europe  often  ^Ugy 
were  the  effects  of  the  two  firu  under  ttie  feodai  Lords,  thai^ 
poilibly  can  be  experienced  under  any  fyftem  of  trade.     Tha> 
virtues  and  vices  ox  human  nature  are  the  (ame  in  every*  age :( 
they  only  receive  different  modincatLons,  and  are  dormant  or. 
awaked  into  adion  irnder  different  dtrcumil^ces^     The  feodaL 
Lord,  had  it  infinitely  more  in  his  power  to  be  rapacious  than^ 
the  merchant.     And  whatever  avarice  may  attend  the  tcader>^ 
his  intercourfe  with  the  reil  of  mankind  lifta  him  greatly  above 
that  brqtifh  ferocity  which,  adu^t^  the  favagey    ofoea  the. 
ruiHc,  and  in  general  chara^beirifes^  die  ignorant  part  q£  man-: 
kind.    The  abolition  oT  the  feudal  iyften»  a;fyftem  o£  abyfel«ite> 
flavery^.  and  that  equali^  of  mankind,  which  affords^  tbepcor 
te£(ion  pf  property,  and  every  other  incitement  to^  induftry^  are. 
the  glorious  gifts  which,  the  fpirit  of  Coocimescce,  awaked  by 
^];ince  Henry  of  Portugjalr  has  beftowed  uf  on  Europe;  in  gene*^- 
Tzt  i  an4t  as  if  diredledni>y  the  manes  of  his  mother,  %^  daeghter 
of  Eng^and^.  upon  the  Britifh  exxxpire  in  particular.    Jn  the  vice^ 

'  ^Ei^mky ;  for  it  were  botK  hi|^y  imjiift  and  imipolitic  in  ^pvernmentt  to  aIIdw  im- 
pMawH^iit  foch  »  degree*  aft  mi^t  be  dtfttomff  of  dosieftic  agncalture^  when-  there  is  a' 

of 
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^f  effeminacy  alone,  perhaps,  do  we  exceed  our  anceftors ;  yet 
even  here  we  have  infinitely  the  advantage  over  them.  The 
brutal  ferocity  of  former  ages  is  now  loft,  and  the  general  mind 
is  humanifed.  The  favage  breaft  is  the  native  foil  of  revenge ; 
a  vice,  of  all  others,  ingratitude  exceptedf  peculiarly  ftampt 
with  the  character  of  helL  But  the  mention  of  this  was  re- 
ferved  for  the  character  of  the  favages  of  Europe.  The  favage 
of  every  country  is  implacable  when  injured,  but  among  fome, 
revenge  has  its  meafure.  The  vdlds  of  America  hear  the  hoftile 
parties  join  in  their  mutual  lamentations  over  the  murdered,  and 
whom,  as  itn  oblivion  of  malice,  they  bury  together.  But  the 
meafure  of  revenge,  never  to  be  full,  was  left  for  the  demi- 
favages  of  Europe.  The  vaiTaU  of  the  feudal  Lord  entered 
into  his  quarrels  with  the  moft  inexorable  rage.  Juft  or  unjuft 
was  no  confideration  of  theirs.  It  was  a  family  feud  i  no  far-» 
ther  enquiry  was  made ;  and  from  age  to  age,  the  parties,  who 
never  injured  each  other,  breathed  nothing  but  mutual  rancour 
and  revenge.  And  adtions^  fuitable  to  this  horrid  fpirit,  every 
where  confeffed  its  violent  influence.  Such  were  the  late  days 
of  Europe,  admired  by  the  ignorant  for  the  innocence  of  man«- 
ner's.  Refentment  of  injury  indeed  is  natural ;  and  there  is  a 
degree  which  is  honeft,  and  though  warm,,  faf  from  inhuman* 
But  if  it  is  the  hard  talk  of  humanifed  virtue  to  preferve  the, 
feeling  of  an  injury  unmixt  with  the  flighteft  criminal  wifh 
of  revenge,  how  impoflible  is  it  for  the  £vage,  to  attain  the 
dignity  of  forgivenels,  the  greateft  ornament  of  human  nature. 
As  in  individuals,  a  virtue  will  rife  into  a  vice,  generoiity 
into  blind  profufion,  and  even  mercy  into  criminal  lenity,  fo 
civilifed  manners  will  lead  the  opulent  into  effeminacy.  But 
let  it  be  coniidered,  this  confequence  is  by  no  means  the 
certain  refult  of  civilization.  Civilization,  on  the  contrary, 
provides  the  certain  preventive  of  this  evil.  When  refinement 
degenerates  into  whiatever  enervates  the  mind,  whenever  frivo^, 
loufnefs  predominates,  literary  ignqrince  is  fure  to  coAplete' 
the  effeminate  charaScr.  A  mediocrity  of  virtues  and  of  talents 
is  the  lot  of  the  great  majority  of  mankind;  and  even  this  me^ 
diocrity,  if  cultivated  by  a  liberal  education,  will  infallibly 
fecure  its  pofiefibr  againfl  thofe  exqeffes  of  effemipacy  which 
a/e  really  culpable.  To  be  of  plain  manners  it  is  not  ixtctOkry* 
to  be  a  clown,  or  to  wear  coarfe  cloathsi  nor.  is  it  neceflSiry 

to 
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Uy  lie  on  the  g^tmnd  and  feed  like  the  favage^  to  be  truly 
manly^  The  beggar  who»  behind  the  hedge,  divides  his  oiTals 
with  his  dogt  has  ofifn  more  of  the  real  fenfualift  than  he  who 
dines  at  an  elj^gaat  table.  Nor  need  we  hefitate  to  aifert,  that 
he  who^  Hrtftble  to  pffffsave  a  manly  elegance  of  manners,  dege- 
nerates into  the  petit  mattre,  would  have  been,  in  any  age  or 
condition,  equally  infignificant  and  worthlefs.  Some,  when 
they  talk  of  the  debauchery  of  the  prefent  age,  feem  to  think 
that  the  former  were  all  innocence.  But  this  is  ignorance  of 
hitman  natu|«.  The  debauchery  of  a  barbarous  age  is  grofs  and 
brutal;  that  of  a  gloomy  fuperftitious  one,  fecret^  exceffive,  and 
murderous  t  that  of  a  morejpoli(hed  one»  not  to  make  an  apo-- 
logy»  much  happier  for  the  fair  fex  *,  and  certainly  not  fo  bad. 
If  one  difeafe  has  been  imported  from  Spaniih  America,  the 
moft  valuable  medicines  have  likewife  been  brought  from  thefe 
regions;  and  diftempers^  which  were  thought  invincible  by  our 
forefathers^  are  now  cured.  If  the  luxuries  of  the  Indies  ufher 
difeafe  to  our  tables,  the  confequence  is  not  unknown;  the 
wife  and  the  temperate  receive  no  injury,  and  intemperance  has 
been  the  deftroyer  of  mankind  in  every  age.  The  opulence  of 
ancient  Rome  "produced  a  luxury  of  manners  which  proved,  fatal^ 
to  that  mighty  empire.  But  the  effeminate  fenfuahfts  of  ihefe 
ages  were  not  men  of  inielledibual  cultivation.  ,The  enlarged 
ideas,  the  generous  and  manly  feelings,  infpired  by  a  liberal 
education,  were  utterly  unknown  to  them.  Unformed  by  that 
wifdom  which  arifes  from  fcience,  they  were  grofs  barbarians, 
dreffed  in  the  mere  outward  tiniel  of  civilization  ^f*.     Where 

^  *  Even  that  wann  admirer  of  iavage  hap-  tare  preceded  the  fate  of  the  ftate,  and  the 

tSnefs,  the  Aqthor  of  Hiftun  Pbilyopbique  reafon  is  obvious.    The  men  of  fortune 

l^  PtiitifM  dii  BiaiUfiminSf  Uc  ooideflef •  grew  fnvoloas»    and  vfoperficial  in  every 

that  the  wild '  AaericaBS  feem  deftitute  of  branch  -of  knowiedge»  and  were  therefore 

&e  feeling  of  love.    In  a  little  while,  fays  unable  to  hold  the  reigns  of  empire.    The 

lie,  when  die  heat  of  paffion  is  gratified,  degeneracy  of  literary  tafte  is,  therefore, 

the^  iofe  all  aftttoii  and  attachment  for  the  /arcft  P'^^  ^^  ^  general  ignorance, 

their  womf n,  whom  ^hey  degrade  to  die  However  foreigners  may  juiUy  def^Ife  oun 

mofi  fertile  officte.-^Aten<jer  remembrance  theatrical  tafte,  the  jaftice  of  their  con- 

^  lhB44  endeirrttfafcs,  a  generoas  parti*,  lempt  by  no  means  fixes  a  (Isfin  on  the  na-^ 

dpatiai  c£Vcare  and  hope,   the  compa(^  tional.     A  London  aadience  is  chiefly  com- 

iiona|je.fen|^i]ients  of  honour;  all  thefe  de«  .  pofed  of  thofe  ranks  who  never,   m  any 

licate  lienngs,  wUch  arife  into  affeftion  country,  had  any  pretenfion  to  lietrary  tafte* 

suid^o^nittadnAent,  are  indeed  incompa-  Manly  critidfm,  and  every  di(buftibn  of  phi- 

dl^le  y^^'the^  ferocious  and  grofs  fenfations  lofophy,  never  appeared  in  greater  luftrer 

of  the  barbarian  of  any  country.  ■  ^tlum  in  the  prefent  age;  and  fingliih  lite- 


t  The  degeneracy  of  the  Koman  litera-       rature  is  the  ftody  of  £arope. 

d  the 


the  enthuiiafm  of  military  honour  €h«ra!A)ttt4l^  the  yank  oT* 
gentlenMiii  that  nation  will  rife  iniottMfm;,  dutub  ibonep^ 
does  conqueft  give  a  continued  fectif ity,  than  the  t&ere  (bl^r 
degenerates ;  and  the  old  reteransare  foon  ^cte^d  bj  §  ^W' 
generation,  illiterates^  ijiiir  /athfer^,  -birt  dtt(lkuM  trf  fbeilf  vir- 
tues and  experience.  Luxury  prevails  |tide(  and 'family  arc 
the  only  merit,  and  the  whole  body  of  the  nobility  are  uttetfj" 
ignorant  of  the  principles  of  con^naemii  atid-  tirue  ^Ikr;  <.  A- 
ftately  grandeur  i&  preferved>-t>uf  it  Is  only  outyrarfi^  alt'B  de^ 
cayed  within,  and  on  the'firft  ftorm  tho  wcftk *  fabriek  falfi'^tti^ 
the  duft.  Thus  r-pfo  and  thua  fell  ,tbe  wiipife  of  Rome,''  *fitf 
the  much  wider  one  of  Portugal,  But  hioft  effenlialfy  difffe^* 
rent  from  this  is  the  prefent  charafter  of  the  British  natioa : 
Science  and  evwy  branch  of  liberal  ftucly  have  here  taken: 
deep  root,  and  fpread  their  fruitful  boughs  Wide  o^r^'thfcijn^- 
rivalled  ettipire.  Our  politJckns  of  the-day^  may  ^dilin  as 
ignorant  paflion  leads  them^  but  the  true  chariiiter  of  the  pre- 
fent age,  compared  with  that  of  the  laft  and  the  preceding 
centuries,  60e^  honour  to  human  nature.  Neither  do  the  fiaviih 
principles  of  the  Rc^lifts  of  the  laft  century,  nor  the  unepiYi' 
ftitutionaJ  fory  of  the  Republicahs^  cenftitute'&e  prefent  ge-^ 
nertft  charader.  A'fpirit  more  manly  than  that  of  mefoi'meh; 
mott  rational,  more  liberal  than  that  of  both,  predominates  iii 
every  branch'  of  the  people.  The  weaknefs  of  effeminacy 
has  neither  appeared  i*n  the  Cimp  nor  in  the  Senate.  The  ad-* 
vantages  of  cultivated  talents,  on  the  contrary,  never  fhone 
forth  with  greater  luftre,  than  the  preltrit  age  has  beheld  diemi 
difplayed,  in  the  difputes  of  the  Senate  and  in  the  arts  of  war. 
Aud  if  thus  we  are,  defended  againft  the  evils  of  effeminacyi^ 
we  may  ^Ifo  prefurhe,  that  the  f^ume  liberal  cultivation  of  the 
minds  of  the  Great  will  preferve  us  from  thofe  evils'  which  othejf 
nations  have  fu^ere4  irom  the  fudden,  iafli|ix  of  enoroioua 
wealth.  The  wiidom  of  legiflature  might  certainly  have  pfe« 
vented  every  evil  which.  Spain  and  Portugal  have  experienced 
from  their,  aequifitions  in  the  two  Indies  ^.^  .  SdMt  what  other 

*  The  foldiers  and  navigators  were  tlie  only  considerable  {ainers  by  tbor  acquirei^eiits  ui 
the  Indies.  Though  agricolture  and  inanu&aory  are  the  natural  ftrengtK  4)f  a  nation;  and 
though  the  true  ufe  of  colonization  is  to  increaie  thefe  in  tl^e  mother  cbuntxyn  thtf«  jeceivc4 
little  or  no  iacrcafe.iA  S^ain  and  Portugal  l^  the  great  ac^uiiitian^^Qf  tl^ic  fSf^mh  ^^  ^ 
this  hereafter.  ,  ... 

'     thaa 


not>difif,  '«fdtt'  j^in^nletteredrtw^)  mofe  of <  fi^ortii^  am  <l'fto 
fibbed '  b^ !  i^  ^MrisM^  of  ^dfe  i  Liifivd/^  W  court  And  vi^iillt^r^ 

l»y  Ihrflrtng^  ihii^mat-iwan,  the  lightof  ti^ip-age,  to  die 
ift  an  <tkn$4tdu&  I  What  but 'th«  M  oF  ^ieir  ftfM^ctfald  bs 
expe^wi  fiftMH  l»af|>atiaini  Itksthefe  t  ■  -Nor  i  dm  t«be  itlifiik  0f 
xhaihkind  |)ty>dsoe  dtitf-iti^nce  ^  the  fall  of  eiai^n^  vrlntlriiim 
chMndkit  <]f  the  |^j«id«esi  wifr  o^fit-  thtiA;^«ftic^tectto  hii 

'  No'  lafkn  caii  be  -of  greater  niatldnal  itnpdfituioe  than  the 
hSftot/  6f  the  dfe'  ahd  tfie  fait  of  a  Cdhunerdal  esapire.  The 
iflt^  of  What  iadvantag0»^  Wtl-e  acquitted/  c(ftd  ^'vrhat  ttkight 
httte  h^en  ititl  added;  the  i»t«iiM%  vAdih  fuch  empire  might 
have  be^eontihtted)  Iftd^  the  errors^  by  which  it  Was  lodt,  ait 
as  piirtkuhfly  eOnfpi^otttfifii  ^e  ^val  jand  commercial  hU^ry 
dF  Pbi^gAl,  as  if  t^roride^e  liad  jbtei)ded  to  give  a  laftiag 
c^campie  to'!Aiitnki)idi'  a  ihkttt  where  the  oourle  of  ihe  faJTs 
voyage  is  pbiftted'odt,  ai)d  Wh<(re  ^e  flitlNes  ind  ¥6Ckd>  md 
l^te  feaftns  of  %erti«eft;«!^  <rif<<tfv«red,- and  fbretold.   -     '■■■>  ••■ 

•  The- Mft^ry'^ftf -Portugal;  a*  4  rtaVtftf  arid  6Wttmefckl' power, 
lij^ris  with  ^6  deftgfe^  Jof  Prince  Hteaiy.  Btit  afi  the  enter- 
}it-ize^"of  Ihig'  gi-eat  ihi'Ai  AYid  the  completiOA  of  his  deiigns 
ai-d  ihtihiaWly  d'onne^d  With  the  ftate  <tf  Portugal,  a  fliort 
View  of  theprt^refs  cjf  tht  powet*,  ftnd  ©Fthe-chfer^iact'Of  «hat 
kingdom,'  will  be  ^effary  to  clriddatt  1^  hiftory  «f  the  re^ 
44va1  of  tommirce^-  sTAd  thfefubjeaof  ^theEofiad. 

•>Dttrh%-  the'  ientUifie*;  %^ert  j^e.edeiniiiat<JdRomali''pro- 
▼Ihdes  of  Europe  wete  de iblated'  Ijy  the  irruptions  of  nortnem 
«r  Scythian  bdrbarians,  the '  Sai^ceris,  originally  a  wandering 
bandmi  0^  Aliatic  Scythia,  fpread  the  fame  h*rors  of  brutat 
ctyAtjoeft  ovfe^ 'the  fiheft  countries  of 'the  caikrn  worMs  The 
nbrthcmf  cOnqaeWrs  of  the  finer  provinces  of  Europe  embraced 
ihe'tbhnAi^ii  rdigibn  is'pi^ofelTed  by^e  m^ks,  and,  tontented 
With  the'lusiuries  of  thtlir  new  fettlements,  their  military  fpirit 
ibon.  declined.  Their  ancient  brothers,  the ,  Saracens,,  on .  the 
ether  hand,  hiving  eoobjaced  the  jreligion  of  Mohammed,  their 
t^pt'ijf  yrat  t^itdd  every  a<Jd*fioii  which  may  poffibly  be  isn- 

fyttk^^  rcUgipus,  epthufiajm^  ;N6t  only  the  fpoils  pf  the  yan- 
quisled,  but  their  beloved  Para;di&  itfelf  vria  to  fo«  obtained  by 
'     '  '  •  -  d  2  their 
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th«ir  fabte^  ;by  exlehfling  thi  fafth  :of  tljtir  proj^het  ]N|f?fffreQr 
of  arms  and  ufitrpatioa  of  domiDton:.  '  Strengtb^nod  .a«il:iii*. 
fpired  by  a  commUIioa  wbich  .thej^  eftieeiAed  4i%in€»'  th?  tan 
pidity  of  their  conquefts^  far  exceeded  tb.bfe  of  fbe -Gt^s  s$A 
Vandals^  A  great  majority  of  the  inhabititnts  of  eyeryr 
country  they  fubdued  embraced .  their  t6ligit)n»  imbibed  tbek 
principles^  uxxited  in  their  views^  aiid  the  prc^eSbrs  Mohamr 
medifm  became  the  mpi^.  foi'midable  conibinatiQfli 'that  evter.wu 
leagued  together  .^ainft  the  jeft  pf  mtinl&ind>  :.  Morocco  ^id 
the  adjacent  countries^  at  this  time  am^zingty  pDpul^us^  ha4 
now  received  the  doAiines  of:theKorari»  and  incgrporated  with 
the  Saracens.  And  the  Turkifh  arms  (pre'ad  flaughter  and  dcfo^^ 
lation  from  the  fouth  of  Spain  to  Italy  and  the  ifl^nds  of  thp 
Mediterranean.  AH  the  rapine  apd  carnage  (rommittod  by  fhe 
Gothic  conquerors  were  now/amplyjreturnpd  on  their  lefsr  wfur- 
like  pofterity.  In  Spain,. And  the  pJk>vinQe )iow, galled !l^9rtufi^ 
the  Mohammedans  ei-edted  powerful  kingdoms^  and  their  luft 
of  conqueft  threatened  defttudion  to  every  Chriftian  power. 
JBut  a  romantic  military  fpirit  revived  in  EuFOpe»  under  the 
aufpices  of  jCharlemagne. .  .The  Moham^iedans,  during  the 
reign  of  this  fover^ign^  made  a  ipoit  formidable  irruption*  into 
Europe^  and  France  jn  particula;r  felt  the  weight  of  their  facy  ^ 
when  th^t  political  monarch,  by  inventing  new  military  honours^ 
drew  the  adventurous  youth  of  every  Chriftian  power*  to  hia 
ilaiidaiids,  and  in  fa^j  a  circumftance,  however  neg\e6ted  by 
hifkorians,  gave  birth  to  the  Crufades,  the  beginning  of  which> 
in  propriety,  ought  to' be  dated  frpm  his  reign.  Few  indeed 
are  the  hiftorians  of  this  period,  but  enough  remain  to  prove 
that  though  the  writers  of  the  old  romance  feized  upon  it, 
though  they  gave  full  room  to  the  wildefl  flights  of  imaginatioa^ 
and  added  the  in^xhauftibjie  machinery  of  magic  to  the  advenr 
tures  of  their  heroes,  yet  the  origin  of  their  fii^ions  was  founde4 
on  hiftorical  fad:$^.  Yet,  however  this  period  ipay  thus  refemble 
the  fabulous  ages  of  Greecejj  certain  it  is,  that  an  Orlando,  ^ 
Rinaldo,  a  Rugero,  and  other  celebrated  names  in  romance, 

^  Ariofto,  who  adopted  the  legends  of  the  old  romance,  cho(e  this  period  for  the  fabjeft 
of  his  Orlando  Pariofo.  Paris  befieged  by  the  Saracens,  Orlando  and  the  oUterXhiiftiaa 
knights  ^oUhl^  in  aid  of  Charlemagne,^  Who  are  oppoiMin  tfadr  amours  «n4  in  battle  bv 
Rodomonty  Perraw,  and  oth^r  infidelknights.  That  there  was  a  noted  Moorifli  dpaniarx^ 
named  Perraw,  a  redoubted  dompion  of  that  age,  we  have  the  teftimony  of  Mucus  An* 
lonim  Sabellicnsj  n  writer  of  npte  of  the  fiftcenw  oentury*  .   ^    . 

acquired 
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ttcqUiMd  great  honour  iin  the  wars  which  were  waged  agzinA 
the  Sttracens^  the  invaders  of  Europe.  In  thefe  romantic  wstrs, 
by  which  the  power  of  the  Mohammedans  was  checked,  fcveral 
ccnturks  elapfed^  when  Alonzo,  king  of  Caftile,  apprehenfire 
that' the  whole  force  of  the  Mohammedans  of  Spain  and  M6- 
Tocco  was  ready  to  fall  upon  him,  prudently  imitated  the  con- 
dud:  of  Charlemagne*  He  availed  nimfelf  of  the  fpirit  of  chi- 
▼ahy,  and  demanded  leave  of  Philip  I.  of  France,  and  of  other 
princes,  that  volunteers  from  their  dominions  might  be  allowed 
to  diftinguifh  themfelves  under  his  banners  againft  the  infidels. 
His  define  was  no  fooner  known^  than  a  brave  romantic  army 
thrbnged  to  his  ftandards,  and  Alonzo  was  victorious.  Honours 
and  endowments  were  liberally  diilributed  among  the  champions, 
and  to  one  of  ^ the  braveft  of  them,  to  Henry*,  a  younger  Con 
of  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  he  gave  his  daughter  Terefa  in  mar- 
itage,  with  the  fovereignty  of  the  countries  fouth  of  Galicia  in 
dowry,  commiflioning  him  to  extend  his  dominions  by  the  ex- 
pulfion  of  the  Moors.  Henry,  who  reigned,  by  the  title  pf 
Count,  improved  every  advantage  which  offered.  The  two 
rich  provinces  of  Entra  Minba  e  Douro^  and  Fra  los  Monies^ 
yielded  to  his  arms ;  great  part  of  Beira  alfo  was  fubdued,  and 
the  Moorifh  king  of  Lamego  became  his  tributary.  Many 
thoufands  of  Chriflians,  vrho  had  lived  in  miferable  fub- 
jeAion  to  the  Moors,  or  in  defolate  independency  in  the  moun* 
tains,  took  fhelter  under  the  generous  protection  of  Count 
Henry;  Great  numbers  alfo  of  the  Moors .  changed  their  re- 
•ligion,  -  and  chofe  rather  to  continue  in  the  land  virhere  they 
were  born,  under  a  mild  government,  than  be  expofed  to  the 
feverities  and  injuflice  of  their  native  governors.  Apd  thus» 
x>n  one  of  the  mof):  %  beautiful  and  fertile  fpots  of  the  world, 
and  in  the  fined  climate,  in  confequence  of  a  Crufade  -|*  againfjb 
the  Mohanmiedans,  was  eflablifhed  the  fovereignty  bf  J^ortugal» 
a.  fovereignty  which  in  time  fpread  its  influence  over  the  worlds 
and^gave  a  new  face  to  the  manners  of  nations. 

Count  Henry,  after  a  fuccefsful  reign,  was  fucceeded  by  his 
infant  fon  Don  Alonzo-Henryj^  who  having  furmounted  feveral 

'*  See  the  notei  on  page  94  and  95. . 

t  Sm^  indeed  in  extent,  bat  To  rich  ia  fertility,  that  it  was  call^.  MtdiMx  Hi/fmiiuay^ 
Vhi  marrow  of  Spain,    Vid.  Refandii  Antiq.  Lnfit.  1.  iii. 

t  In  propriety  moft  certainly  a  Cniikde,  though  that  term  has  never  before  been  applied 
la  this  war. 

dangers, 
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dangers  which  threatened  his  3routh*»  became  the  fbUadter  of 
the  Portuguefe  monarchy.  In  1139  the  Moors  of  Spain  and 
Barbary  united  their  forces  to  recover  the  dominions  from  which 
they  had  been  driven  by  the  Chriftians.  According  to  the  loweft 
accounts  of  the  Portuguefe  writers,  the  army  of  the  Moors 
amounted  to  near  400,000 ;  nor  is  this  number  incredible,  when 
we  confider  what  armies  they  at  other  times  brought  to  the 
field,  and  that  at  this  time  they  came  to  take  pofTeflion  of  th^ 
lands  they  expected  to  conquer.  Don  Alonzo,  however,  with 
a  very  fmali  army,  gave  them  battle  on  the  plains  of  Ouriquei 
and  after  a  ftruggle  of  iix  hours,  obtained  a  moft  glorious  add 
compleat  -f*  vidory,  and  which  was  crowned  with  an  event  of 
the  utmod  importance.  On  the  field  of  battle  Don  Aionzo  was 
proclaimed  King  of  Portugal  by  his  vidloriOus  foldiers,;  and  he 
in  return  conferred  the  rank  of  nobility  on  the  whole  army^ 
But  the  conftitution  of  the  monarchy  was  not  iettled,  nor  was 
Alonzo  invefled  with  the  Regalia  till  fix  years  after  this  me«^ 
morable  vidrory.  The  government  the  Portuguefe  had  ex* 
perienced  under  the  Spaniards  and  Moors,  and  the  advantage* 
which  they  faw  were  derived  from  their  own  valour,  had  tau^t 
them  a  love  of  liberty,  which  was  not  to  be  complitnented 
away  in  the  joy  of  victory,  or  by  the  ihouts  of  tumult.  .^  Aloneo 
himfeif  underflood  their  fpirit  too  well  to  make  the  leaft  at^ 
tempt  to  eredt  himfelf  a  defpotic  Monarch,  nor  did  he  diibover 
the  leafl  inclination  to  deftroy  that  bold  confcioufnefs  of  freer 
dom  whic^  had  enabled  his  6rmy  to  conquer  and  eled  him  thiir 
Sovereign.  After  fix  y^rs  fpent  in  farther  vi&orics,.  in  extehd^ 
ing  and  fecuring  his  aominions,  he  called  an  aBTembiy  oi  the 
prelates,  nobility  and  commons,  to  meet  at  Lanoego.  Wheli 
the  aflembly  opened,  Alon2o  appeared  feated  on  the  tibironev 
but  without  any  other  mark  of  regal  dignity.  And  ere  he  was 
crowned,  the  conflitution  of  the  nate  was  fettled^  and  eighteen 
ilatutes  were  folemnly  confirmed  by  oath  %  as  the  charter  of 
king  and  people  ^  flatutes  diametrically  oppofite  to  the  jure  divifw 
and  arbitrary  power  of  kings,    to  the  principles   which  in- 

*  See  the  note  on  page  96. 

t  For  an  account  of  diis  battle,  and  the  coronation  of  the  firft  king  Qf  Portqgsl*  fee- the 
iioteLjp.  105. 

t  Ine  power  of  depofm?,  and  of  ele&ing  their  ldng9»  rnider  certain  circumftancesy  u 
vefted  iathe  people  by  the  ^tate&  of  Lamegv.    See  the  notes*  p.  106  and  i6o. 

culcate 


I  N  T.  R<>  D  U  C  T  I  ON. 


•  •  • 


xxm 


culcate  an4  demand  the  unlimited  pafiive  obedience  of  the 
fwt>jea, . 

.  Confcious  of  what  they  owed  to  their  own  valour,  the 
foon4^rs  of  the  Portuguese  monarchy  tranfmitted  to  their  heirs 
tbaCe  generous  principles  of  liberty  which  compleat  and  adorn 
the  martial  charader.  The  ardour  of  the  volunteer,  an  ardour 
uQJ^nown  to  the  flave  and  the  mercenary,  added  to  the  mofl  ro- 
mantic id^a$  of  military  glory,  charadterifed  the  Portugueie 
under  the  reigns  of  their  firfl;  mpnarchs.  In  almoft  continual 
wars  with  the  Moors,  this  fpirit,  on  which  the  exiftence  of 
th^ir  kingdom  depended,  rofe  higher  and  higher  i  and  the  deiire 
to  extirpate  Mchammedifm,  the  principle  which  animated 
the  wiih  of  victory  in  every  battle,  Teemed  to  take  deeper  root 
in  every  age.  Such  were  the  manners,  and  fuch  the  principles 
of  the  people  who  were  governed  by  the  fucceflbrs  of  Alon  zo. 
the  Firft,  a  fucceifion  of  great  men,  who  proved  themfelves 
worthy  to  reign  over  fo  military  and  enterpriung  a  nation. 

By  a  continued  train  of  victories  Portugal  increafed  coniider- . 
ably  in  ftrength,  and  the  Portuguefc  had  the  honour  to  drive 
the  Moors  from  Europe,  The  invafions  of  t^x?fe  people  were 
now  requited  by  fuccefsf ul  expeditions  into  Africa*  And  fuch 
was  the  manly  fpirit  of  thefe  ages,  that  the  Statutes  of  Lamego 
received  additional  articles  in  favour  of  liberty,  a  convincing 
proof  that  the  general  heroifm  of  a  people  depend;  upon  the 
principles  of  freedom.  Alonzo  IV.  -f  though  not  an  amiable  . 
character,  was  perhaps  the  greatefl  warrior,  politician^  and 
monarch  of  his  age.  After  a  reigq  of  military  :Q>lendor  he  left 
his  throae  to  his  fon  Pedro,  who  from  his  inflexible  juflice  was 
furnamed  the  Juft,.  or>  the  Lover  of  Juftice.  The  ideas  of. 
equity  and  literature  were  now  difFufed  by  this  great  J  prince> 
who  was  himfelf  a  polite  fcholar,  and  mod  accompliihed  gentle* 
ipaii^  .  And  Portugal  began  to  perceive  the  advantages  of  culti- 
vated talents,  and  to  feel  its  fuperiority  over  the  barbarous  po- 
Kticf  of  the  ignorant  Moors.  The  great  Pedro^  however,,  was 
fucceec^ed  by  a  weak  prince,  and  the  heroic  fpirit  of  the  Portu- 
guefe  feemed  to  exiu  no  more  under  his  fon  Fernando,  fur-^ 
named  the  Carelefs. 


t  For  the  cluutider  of  this  piiiycey  fee  the  npte,  p.  136. 

t F^r aii«c<lotf& oC  tkii i^onarcb,  fecth^aotes,  p.  I38andi4^. 
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But  tlie  general  character  of  the  people  was  too  deeply  im«» 
prefTed  to  be  obliterated  by  one  inglorious  reign,  and  under  John 
1.  §  all  the  virtues  of  the  Portuguefe  (hone  forth  with  redoubled 
luflre.  Happy  for  Portugal  his  father  beftowcd  a  moft  excel- 
lent education  upon  this  prince,  which  added  to,  and  improv*^ 
ing  his  great  natural  talents,  rendered  him  one  of  the  greateft 
of  monarchs.  Confcious  of  the  fuperiority  which  his  oWn 
liberal  education  gave  him»  he  was  dnduous  to  beftow  the  fame 
advantages  upon  his  children,  and  he  himfelf  often  became 
their  preceptor  in  the  branches  of  fcience  and  ufeful  knowledge. 
Fortunate  in  all  his  affairs,  he  was  moft  of  all  fortunate  in  his 
family.  He  had  many  fons,  and  he  lived  to  fee  them  men, 
men  of  parts  and  of  adion,  whofe  only  emulation  was  to  fliew 
affedtion  to  his  perfon,  and  to  fupport  his  adminiftration  by 
their  great  abilities. 

There  is  fomething  exceeding  pleafing  in  reading  the  hiftory 
of  a  family  which  (hews  human  nature  in  its  moft  exalted  vir* 
tues  and  moft  amiable  colours ;  and  the  tribute  of  veneration  is 
fpontaneoufly  paid  to  the  father  who  diftinguifties  the  different 
talents  of  his  children,  and  places  them  in  the  proper  lines  of 
aftion.  All  the  fons  of  John  excelled  in  military  exercifes,  and 
ih  the  literature  of  their  age ;  Don  Edward  and  Don  *  Pedro 
were  particularly  educated  for  the  cabinet,  and  the  mathemati-* 
cal  genius  of  Don  Henry,  one  of  his  youngeft  fons,  received 
every  encouragement  which  a  king  and  a  father  could  give,  to 
npen  it  into  perfeAion  and  public  utility. 

Hiftory  was  well  known  to  Prince  Henry,  and  his  turn  of 
mind  peculiarly  enabled  him  to  make  political  obfervations  upon 
it.  The  wealth  and  power  of  ancient  Tyre  and  Carthage 
ihewed  him  what  a  maritime  nation  might  hope ;  and  the  flou- 
rifhing  colonies  of  the  Greeks  were  the  frequent  topic  of  his 
converfation.     Where  the  Grecian  commerce,  confined  as  it 

§  This  great  prince  was  the  natural  fon  of  Pedro  the  Joft.  Some  years  after  the  murder 
of  his  beloved  fponfe  Inez  de  Cafbo  (of  which  fee  the  text  and  notes,  p.  130,  &c)  left  his 
father,  whofe  fevere  temper  he  too  well  knew,  fhoald  force  him  into  a  difagreeable  marriage,' 
Don  Pedro  commenced  an  amour  with  a  Galician  lady,  who  became  the  mother  of  John  I. 
the  preforver  of  the  Portufuefe  monarchy.    See  the  notes,  p.  146  and  14S. 

*  The  fons  of  John,  who  figure  in  hiftory,  were  Bdwara,  Juan,  Fernando,  Pedro,  ancT 
Henry.    Edward  fucceeded  his  father,  (for  whofe  reign  and  character,  fee  the  note  p.  169.) 

iuan,  diftinguiflied  both  in  the  camp  and  cabinet,  in  the  reign  of  his  brother  Edward 
ad  the  honour  to  oppofe  the  wild  expedition  a|;ainfi  Tangier,  which  was  propofed  by  his 
faocher  Fernando,  in  whofe  perpetual  captivity  it  ended.    Of  Pedro  afterwards. 

was. 
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wafij  extended  its  influence,  the  deferts  became  cultivated,  fields. 
Cities  rofe,  and  men  were  drawn  from  the  woods  and  caverns  to 
unite  in  fociety.     The  Romans,  on  the  other  hand,  when  they 
deftroyed  Carthage^  buried  in  her  ruins,  the  fountain  of  civili- 
sation, of  improvement  and  opulence.     They  extinguifhed  the 
fpirit  of  commerce  ;  the  agriculture  of  the  conquered  nations, 
Britannia  ^  alone,    perhaps,   excepted,   was  totally   negleded. 
And  thus,  while  the  luxury  of  Rome  confumed  the  wealth  of 
her  provinces,  her  uncommercial  policy  dried  up  the  fources  of 
its  continuance*     The  egregious  errors  of  the  Romans,    who 
perceived  not  the  true  ufe  of  their  diflant  conquefts,  and  the 
inexhauftible  fountains  of  opulence  which  Phoenicia  had  efla- 
blifhed  in  her  colonies,  inftrud;ed  Prince  Henry  what  gifts  to 
beftow  upon  his  country,  and  in  the  refult  upon  the  whole 
world.     Nor  were  the  ineftimable  advantages  or  commerce  the 
fole  motives  of  Henry.     All  the  ardour  that  the  love  of  his 
country  could  awake,  conipired  to  ftimulate  the  natural  turn 
of  his  genius  for  the  improvement  of  navigation. 

As  the  kingdom  of  Portugal  had  been  wreiled  from  the  Moors 
and  eftabliflied  by  cohqueft,  fo  its  exiftence  ftill  fubfifted  on  the 
tuperiori^  of  the  force  of  arms ;  and  ere  the  birth  of  Henry,  the 
Superiority  of  tlie  Portuguefe  navies  had  been  of  the  utmolt  con-» 
fequence  to  the  proted:ion  of  theftate.  Whatever  therefore  might 
curb  or  ruin  the  power  of  the  Moors,  was  of  the  laft  importance 
to  the  exigence  of  Portugal.  Such  were  the  views  and  the  cir- 
cumftances  which  united  to  infpire  the  defigns  of  Henry,  all 
which  were  powerfully  enforced  and  invigorated  by  the  religion 
of  that  prince.  The  defire  to  extirpate  Mohammedifm  was 
patriotifin  in  Portugal.  It  was  the  principle  which  gave  birth 
to,  and  fupported  their  monarchy.  Their  kings  avowed  it, 
and  Prince  Henry,  the, piety  of  whofc  he?irt  cannot  be  ^uef- 
tioned,  always  prpfeiledi  that  to  propagate  the  gofpel  aad  extir- 
pate Mohammedifm,  was  the  gfeat  purpofe  of  his  defigns  and 
:  oaterprizes.     And  however  t)otl\  Jthe  one  and  the  other,  in  the 


*  Tkt  Konpur  of  thia  ifdoe  to  Agricohi.  for  (svtnl  iges  after,  die  Romans  drew 
tie  employed  hit  legions  in  cutting  down  .  immenfe  quantities  of  wbeat  fiom  dieir 
ioiefts    ^i\ia .  clmng  .  m$xfiiu* .    A^d     .  Bridlh  province. 

€  event. 
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c^ent,  were  •f  neglefted,  certam  it  is^  that  the  ftme  |Jfinci|)les' 
infpired,  and  Were  §  always  prbfttlfed  by  kiti^  Emms(huel,  under' 
whom*  the'Eaftern  World  was  difcovered  by  Gartia.         ' 

The  Crufades,  to  refeue  the  Holy  Land  from  the  Infidels, 
which,  however  unregarded  by  hifeorians,  had  already  been  or 
the  greateft  political  fervice  to  Spain,  and  Portugal,  H  began  now 
to  have  fome  efFeft  upon  the  commerce  of  Europe,  The  Hans 
Towns  had  received  charters  of  liberty,  and  had  united  together 
for  the  prbteftion  of  their  trade  againft  the  nutnerOus  pyrates'of 
the  Baltic,  A  people  of  Italy,  known  by  the  name  of  jthc 
Lombards,  had  opened  a  lucrative  traffic  with  the  ports  of 
Egypt,  from  whence  they  imported  into  Europe  the  riches  of 
India ;  and  Bruges  in  Flanders,  the  mart  between  them  and  i^c 
Hans  Towns  Was,  in  confequence,  furrounded  With  the  beft 
agriculture  of  thefe  ages  J.  A  certain  proof  of  the'depehdahcc 
of  agriculture  upon  the  extent  of  commerce.  Yet  though  thefe 
gleams  of  light,  as  morning  ftars,  began  to  appear,  it  was  not 
the  grofs  multitude,  it  was  only  the  eye  of  a  Henry  which 
could  perceive  what  they  prognofticated,  and  it  was  only  a 
genius  like  his  which  could  prevent  them  from  ^gain  fetting  in 
the  depths  of  night.  The  Hans  Towns  were  liable  to^^bei 
buried  in  the  victories  of  a  Tyrant,  and  the  trade  with  Egypt 
was  exceedingly  infecure  and  preciarious.  Europe  was  iftill  en- 
veloped in  the  dark  miAs  of  ignorance,  and  though  the  mari^ 
lier's  compafs  was  invented  before  the  birth  of  Henry,  it  was 
iriiprt)ved  to  no  naval  advantage.  Traffic  ftill  crept,  in  an  ihr 
fant  ftate,  along  the  xroafts,  nor  were  the  conftrui^ion  of  ijiips 
adapted  Tor  other  voyages.  One  fuccefsful  Tyrant  might  have 
overwhelmed  the  fyftem  and  extinguifhed  the  fpirit  of  com-* 

t  i^egleded  in  tlie  idea  of  the  cbib-       England /the  gteateft  fenrice,  by.lntrodiic* 
-Biahders4  Nftifc  tflea  of  Hd&ry1io#ei^  «wU    •  ing-tbiepteteti^itfteii^fif.agiiiasttuiK  Khmer 


'««at)y  folfiUd4.    ^^r  the  i^Bunion -of  tlM  4me   iacresdcsy    teen's   thoifghts  s^e   let 

Foitttgude  in  the  tndian-fea  cut  the^finews   '  la  adlion  ;  *be»ce  the  increase    of  food 

-of  thfe  -EgfpAtih  aifd  atktt  ^ohidnjnet^  -  Whkh  i^  wari ted,  h  fi^plied  by  a,  fedoabkd 

powers.    But  of  this  afterwards.  attention  to  hufbandry ;  and  hence  it  wa» 

§  See  the  notes,  p.  432.  that  agriculture  was  of  old  improved  and 

II  See  the  note,  p.  277.  diffbTed  by  the  Phoenician  colonies.     Some- 

I  Fknden  lias  Won  the  fchool-miAr^s  iTheoriifts  comphun  of  the  number  ef  lives. 

^bilfliatidry  to  Eun^.    Sir  Charles  Lifle^  whkh  are  loft  by  navigation,  but  they  to- 

a  Royalift,  refided  in  this  country  fevend  ftsUy  forget  that  CDAimcrce  is  the  paitnt  of 

years  during  the  ufurpation  of  the  Regi-  populationt 

cides  i  and  met  the  Refioration„  rendered 

merce. 
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merttt  lot  il  fly^  cin  tv^uch  mrroww  an4  much  feebler  bafig^ 
da^an  in.tbc  days  'Df  P)M^ik»a&  «nd  G(«6tao  coloni^atipn.  Yet 
tkttfe  migbty  &bi}t£kA#  many  cepturiea  befpr^,  b^  been  fwal** 
Icfwpi  up  in  the  defolfttioos  xxf  ^npolkioal  eonquafl*  A  broader 
and  more  permanent  foundatiefi  of  commerce  than  the  world 
had  yet  feen,  an  uniierfiil  bafia*  waa  yet  wanitiog  to  blefa  Bxt»^ 
kind,  and  Jieniy  Duke  of.  Vifeo  w^  born  to  giv«  it. 

On  purpofe  to  promote  his  defigns.  Prince  H<wry  wjis  by  bia 
fasdierAadoQcdtbis  Commander  in  phief  of  itbft  Forti^gu^fe  forces 
in  Africa.  He  had  ^ready,  in  141A*  tbrep  yea? ?  beforis  the  re-^ 
duftion  of  Ceuta^f**  ieAt  a  .ihtp  to  m^  discoveries  on  th«  !@ar-^ 
bary  coaft.  Cape  Nam§j  aa  ite  n&me  Intimate9>^  wg^  (hen  ibft 
Ne  plus  ultra  of  European  najvigation  j  the  (hip  feM  by  Heniy 
however  paflcd;  it :.fiKty  Ifijgues,  and  reached  Cap?  Bqjadpn 
Encouraged  by>  ihi»  ii^gtnoing,  the  Prince  while  ihe  wft?  « 
Africa  acquired  :wJba*ftver>nf«wnRtiooithe  m^ft  ifltejyge«it  pf  tfeg 
Moors  of  Fez  and  Morocco  could  giye*  Aboj^t  a  Teagu^  aiul 
Qnc  half  from  the  Cape  of  St.  Vinoent*  in  the  kingdom  oi  AK 
garve,  Don  Henry  had  obfenred  a  imaU  but  «ommpdiQu«  fitvia^ 
tion  for  a  fea-port  town.  On  thi$  >fpot^  fvppoie4  thie  FtQfmMih 
tqnum  Sacrum  of  thelComana^.  he  bu3t  ms  ^wn  of  Sagre;s» 
by  much  ihe  b/sft  planned  Atd  ^ttified  of  any  in  Portji}gal« 
Here,  where  the  view  of  the  oceaa^  &ys  Faria»  inspired  hie 
hopes  and  endeavours,  he  ereiffced  hk  arfenala,  aod  built  and 
harboured  his  (hips.  And  here,  leaving  the  temporary  budle 
and  cares  of  the  ftateto  his, father  and  Mothers,  he  retired  like 
a  pfailofopher  from  the  world,  on  purpofe  to  render  hv  ftudicA 
ot  the  utmoft  importance  to  itis  happinefs.  Having  received  all 
the  light  which  could  .be  diibovered  in  Affica^  he  cotuinued 
unwearied  in  his  mathematical  and  ^ographical  ftudiea ;  tfao 
art  cf£  ihip«-fauijbding  received  amassing  improvenwnt  under  hi^ 
direction,  and  the  truth  of  his  ideas  of  the  .flruiSure  pf  this 
termqueous  globe  .ace  now , confirmed. .  He.it  was  .lyho  ^rik 
iuggMffaod  the  ufejof  thccompafs^  and  of  longitude  and  latitude 
in  navigation,  and  how  thefe  might  be  afcertained  by  afti^ono^ 

f  At  1S16  redilQioa  of  Ceuts;  and  od^er  fword.    Yet  tiioogh  evcii  poflHTed  by  {he 

cng9genients  in  Africa,  Prince  fieary  ^-  enthitfiafin  of  diivaliy,  his  genius  for  tfa- 

played  amilitary  gpnks  and  T^oor*  of  die  vtgation  prevailed,  and  confined  him  to  Ihe 

£rft  magnitade.     ^ke  important  "fartrda  •  .roclcof  Sa^^.  " 

cf  Ceuu  was  in  a  manner  won  by  his  own  )  Nam,  m  Porcaguefe,  anegadve. 

e  2  mical 
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mical  observations^  fuggefti<Misalid'd$febVeHWwiiich  would  Itare 
held  no  fecond  place  among  thfe  conjectures  of  a  Bacon/ or *tlsie 
improvements  of  a  Newton.  Naval  adventurers  were  now  ios 
vited  from  all  parts  to  the  town  of  Sagrez^  and  in  241:8  JuanL 
Gonfalez  Zarco  and  Triflran  Vaz  iet  fail  on  an  expedition  of 
difcovery,  the  circumftances  of  which  give  us'  a  ftriking  pidture 
of  the  ftate  of  navigation,  ere  it  was  new  ipnodelled  by  the 
genius  of  Henry.  '  \  ' 

Cape  Bojador,  fa  named  from  it&  extent  *,  runs  about  foity^ 
leagues  to  the  weilward/and  for  about  fix  leagues  off  land  there 
is  a  moil  violent  current,  which  dafhing  upon  the  fkelves,< 
makes  a  tempefluous  fea.  l*his  was  deemed  impaflible,  for  ifi 
was  not  confidered,  that  by  (landing  out  to  the  ocean  the  cur- 
rent might  be  avoided.  To  pafs  this-  formidlble  cape  was  the 
conimifiioB  of  Zarco  and  Vaz, .  who  were  alfb  ordered  to  pro- 
ceed as  far  as  they  could  to  difcover  the  African  cdaft,  which^ 
according  to  the  information  given  to  Henry  by  the  Moors  and 
Arabsy  extended  at  lead  to  the  equinodial  line.  Zarco  and  Vaz^> 
however,  loft  their  courfe  in  a  ftorm,  and  were  driven  to  a  little 
ifland,  which,  in  the  joy  of  theh"  deliverance,  they  named 
Puerto  Santo,  or  the  Holy  Haven.  Nor  was  Prince  Henry,: 
on  their  return,  lefs  joyful  of  their  difcovery,  than  they  had 
beei>of  their  efcape:  A  ftriking  proof  of  the  miferable .  ftato 
ef  navigation  ;  for  this  ifland  is  only  the  voyage  of  a  few  days, 
in  favourable  weather,  from  the  promontary  of  Sagrez. 

The  Difcovecers  of  Puerto  Santo,  accompanied  by  Bartholo-K 
mew  Pe^eftrellq,  were  with  three  (hips  fent  out  on  ferther  trials 
Pereftrello,  having  fowed  fome  ieeds  and  left  fome  cattle  oa 
Holy  Haven,  returned  to  Portugal  J.  But  21arco  and  Vaz  di- 
reding  their  courfe  fouthward,  in  1419,  perceived  fomething 
like  a  cloud  on  the  water,  and  failing  toward  it,  difcovered  an 
ifland  covered  with  wood,  which  from  thence  they  named  Mai 
deira.  And  this^  rich  and  beautiful  ifland,  which  foon  yielded 
a  confiderable  revenue,  was,  the  firft  reward  of  the  enteiprizKS.: 
of  Prince  Henry.. 


^  Poily  Icagaes^  appeared  as  a  Taft  diflaace  to  die  iailon-of  that  age,  ¥^0  iiaine4  tUa 
Cape  BbjadoTy  from  the  Spanifh,  %«ry  to  compafs  or  go  about; 

I  Ualockily  alfo  were  left  on  thi$  iiUnd  two  rabbits,  whoTe  young  fo  increafed,  that  in 
a  few  years  it  was  fband  not habitaUey.evfiyvcgetaUe  being  dcftro/cd  by  the  great  iur. 
otafe  of  thde  aaimab^  ^ 

ir 
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If^  Ae  Duke  of  Vifeo's  liberal  ideas  of  eftablifhing  colonics,* 
thofe  finews  of  a  commercial  ftate^  or  his  views  of  African  and 
Indian  commerce^  were  too  refined  to  flrike  the  grofs  multi- 
tude j  yet  other  advantages  refulting  from  his  defigns,  one  would 
conclude^  were  felf-evident.  Nature  calls  upon  Portugal  to  be 
a  maritime  power,  and  her  naval  fuperiority  over  the  Moors,, 
was,  in  the  time  of  Henry,  the  fureft  defence  of  her  exiftencc 
as  a  kingdom.  Yet  though  all  his  labours  tended  to  eftablifh 
that  naval  fuperiority  on  the  fureft  bafis,  though  even  the  re- 
ligion of  the  age  added  its  authority  to  the  cleareft  political 
principles  in  favour  of  Henry ;  yet  were  his  enterprizes  and  his 
expedted  difcoveries  derided  with  all  the  infolence  of  ignorance 
and  bitternefs  of  popular  clamdur.  Barren  deferts  like  Lybia^ 
it  was  faid,  were  all  that  could  be  found,  and  a  thoufand  dif-? 
advantages,  drawn  from  thefe  data»  were  forefeen  and  foretold » 
The  great  mind  and  better  knowledge  of  Henry,  however,  were 
not  thus  to  be  {haken*  Though  twelve  years  from  the  difcovery 
of  Madeira  had  elapfed  in  unfuccefsful  endeavours  to  carry  his 
navigation  farther,  he  was  now  more  happy ;  for  one  of  his 
captains,  named  Galianez,  in  i434pafled  the  Cape  of  Bojador, 
till  then  invincible;  an  adion,  fays  Faria,.  in  the  common 
opinion,  not  inferior  to  the  labours  of  Hercules. 

Gilianez,  the  next  year,  accompanied  by  Gonfalez  Baldaya,. 
carried  his  difcoveries  many  leagues  farther.  Having  put  two 
horfemen  on  fhore,  to  difcover  the  face  of  the  country,' the 
adventurers^  after  riding  feveral  hours,  faw  nineteen  men  armed 
with  javelins.  The  natives  fled,  and  the  two  horfemen  pur- 
fued,  till  one  of  the  PortugUefe,  being  wounded,  loft  the  firft 
blood  .that  was  facrificed  to  the  new  fyftem  of  commerce.  -  A 
fmall  beginning,  a  very  fmall  ftreamlct,  fome  perhaps  may 'Sex- 
claim,  but  which  foon  fwelled  into  oceans,  and  deluged -th^ 
eaftern  and  weftern  worlds.  Let  fuch  phijofophcrs,  however, 
be  deiired  to  name  the  defign  of  public  utility,  which  has  been 
wipolluted  by  the  depravity  of  the  human  paffions.  Tofuppofe 
that  Heaven  itfelf  could  give  an  inftitution  which  could  not 
be  perverted,  and  to  fuppofe  no  previous  alteration  in  hiiman 
nature,  is  a  contradiction  m  proportion  ;  for  as  human  nature 
now  exifts,  power  cannot  be  equally  poftefted  by  all,  and  when- 
ever the  felfifh  or  vicious  paffions  predominate,  that  pbweh:  will 
certainly  be  abufed.     The  cruelties  therefore  of .  Co^rjez,, .  and 

that 
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that  more  horrid  barbarian  Pizarro*,  ar6  no  toore  to  be  charged 
upon  Don  Henry  and  Columbus,  than  the  villainies  of  the 
Jefuits  and  the  horrors  of  the  Inquifition  are  to  be  afcribed  to 
him^  whofe  precepts  are  fummed  up  in  the  great  command. 
To  do  to  your  neighbour  as  you  would  wifli  your  neighbour  to 
do  to  you.  But  if  it  is  flill  alledged  that  he  who  pkns  a  dif« 
covery  ought  to  forefee  the  miferies  which  the  vicious  will  en- 
graft upon  his  enterprize»  let  the  objeiftor  be  told,  that  the 
miferies  are  uncertain,  while  the  advantages  are  real  and  fure ; 
and  that  the  true  philofopher  will  not  confine  his  eye  to  the 
Spanifh  campaigns  in  Mexico  and  Peru,  but  will  extend  his 
profpedt  to  all  the  ineftimable  benefits,  all  the  improvements  of 
lawsy  opinions,  and  of  manners,  which  have  been  introduced  by 
the  intercourfe  of  universal  commerce. 

In  1 440  Anthony  Gonfalez  brought  fome  Moors  priibners  to 
Lifbon.  Thefe  he  took  two  and  forty  leagues  beyond  Cape 
Bojador,  and  in  1442  he  returned  with  his  captives.  One  Moor 
efcaped,  but  ten  blacks  of  Guinea  and  a  confiderable  quantity 


*  Some  eminent  writers,  both  at  home 
and  abroady  have  of  late  endeavoured  to 
foften  die  chara6ter  of  Cortez,  and  have 
urged  the  neceffity  of  war  for  the  ilanghten 
he  committed.  Thefe  authors  have  alfo 
greatly  foftened  the  horrid  features  of  the 
Mexicans.  If  one,  however,  would  trace 
the  true  charader  of  Cortez  and  the  Ame- 
ricans, he  muft  have  recourfe  to  the  nu- 
merous Spanifh  writers,  who  were  either 
wimeHcs  of  the  £rft  wars,  or  foon  after 
travelled  in  thefe  countries.  In  thefe  he  will 
find  many  anecdotes  which  afford  a  light, 
not  to  be  found  in  oar  moderaiTed  liiflories. 
In  thefe  it  will  be  found,  that  Cortez  fet 
out  to  take  gold  by  force,  and  not  by  efla- 
bliihing  any  fyftcm  of  commerce  with  the 
natives,  the  only  jufl  reafbn  of  effecting  a 
fettlement  in  a  foreign  country.  He  was 
afked  bv  various  fbites,  what  commodirios 
or  drugs  he  wanted,  and  was  pronnfed  a- 
bundant  fupply.  He  and  his  Spaniards,  he 
anfwered,  had  a  difeafe  at  their  hearts, 
which  nothing  but  gold  could  cure ;  and  he 
received  intelligence,  that  Mexico  abound- 
ed with  it.  Imder  pretence  of  a  friendly 
conference,  he  made  Montezuma  his  pri^* 
foner,  and  oidered  him  to  pay  tribute  to 
Charles  V.  Immenfe  fums  were  paid,  bat 
the  demand  was  boundlefs.    Tonults  en- 


fued.  Cortez  difplayed  amazing  generad^ 
(hip,  and  fome  millions  of  thofe,  who  in 
enumerating  to  die  Spaniards  the  greatnef^ 
of  Montezuma,  boafked  that  his  yearly  fa* 
crifices  confumed  20,000  men,  were  now 
facrificed  to  the  difeafe  of  Cortez*s  heart. 
Pizarro,  however,  in  the  barbarity  of  hift 
foul,  far  exceeded  him.  There  is  a  verv 
'  bright  fide  of  die  character  of  Cortez.  I£ 
we  forget  that  his  avarice  was  the  caufe  of 
a  moft  unjuft  and  mofl  bloody  war,  in  everjr 
other  rcfpe^  he  will  appear  one  of  the 
greateil  of  heroes.  But  rizano  is  a  cha- 
radler  oompletdy  deteftable,  defiitote  df 
every  fpark  of  generofity.  He  maflacred 
the  Peruvians,  he  faid,  becaufe  they  werie 
barbariant,  and  he  himfelf  could  not  read. 
Atabalipa,  amazed  at  die  art  of  leading 

tot  a  Spaniard  to  write  the  word  Dios  (the 
paniih  for  God)  on  his  finger.  Ontrybtg 
if  the  Spaniuxis  Agreed  in  what  it  i|gpiifa£ 
he  dlfcovered  that  Pizarro  could  not  read. 
And  Pizarro,  in  revenge  of  die  contempt 
he  perceived  in  the  face  of  Atabalipa,  or- 
dered^that  prince  to  be  tried  for  Jus  life, 
for  havin?  concubines,  and  being  an  idola- 
ter Atabalipa  was  condemiMd  -10  be-bvn- 
ed ;  hut  on  fubmitttog  to  i)aptifiB9  he  wiy 
only  hai^d. 

of 
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cf  golf)  tduft  were  giyen  in  ranfora  for  two  others.  A  rivulet  at 
the  piftoe  of  laixling  was  named  by  Gonfalez,  Rio  del  Oro/  oc 
the  River  of  Gold.  And  the  iflands  of  Adeget^  Arguicn,  and 
ik  /«  Gturfos,  wcare  now  difcovered. 

.  The  Cuinea  blacks^  the  firft  ever  feen  in  Portugal,  and  the 
l^d  duft,  excited  other  paflions  beiide  admiration.  A  company 
was  fbrined  at  Lagos,  under  the  aufpices  of  Prince  Henryi  to 
carry  on  a  trafiic  with  the  new  difcovered  countries  ;  and  as  the 
Foctugucfe  coniidered  themielves  in  a  flate  of  continual  hoflility 
with  the  Moors*  about  two  hundred  of  thefe  people,  inhabi- 
taxifis  of  the  Iflands  of  Nar  and  Tider,  in  i444>  were  brought 
prifoners  to  Portugal.  And  Gonzalo  de  Cintra  was  the  next 
year  attacked  by  the  Moors*  fourteen  leagues  beyond  Rio  del 
Otq,  where  with  feven  of  his  n^n  he  wus  killed. 

This  hoftile.  proceeding  difpleafed  Prince  Henry,  and  in  1446 
Anthony  Gonfalez  and  two  other  captains  were  fent  to  enter 
into  a  treaty  of  peace  axni  traffic  with  the  natives  of  Rio  del 
Oro,  aad  alfo  to  attempt  their  converfion.  But  thefe  propofals 
were  rejected  by  the  harbarians,  bae  of  whom,  however,  came 
voluntarily  to  Portugal,  and  Juan  Fernandez  remained  with  the 
natives^  to  obferve  thdr  manners  and  the  products  of  the  coun^ 
try.  In  the  year  following  Fermandez  was  found  in  good  health 
and  brought  home  to  Portugal.  The  account  he  gave  of  the 
coimtry  and  people  affords  a  ilriking  inflance  of  the  mifery  of 
barbarians.  The  land  an  open,  barren,  fandy  plain^  where  the 
>yanderihg  natives  were  guided  in  their  journeys  by  the  Oiars  and 
flights  of  birds ;  their  food  milk,  lizards,  locufls^  and  fuch 
iiixbs  as  die  foil  proi^uced  without  culture ;  and  their  only  de- 
feboe  from  the  £:^2rching  heat  of  the  fun  fome  mi&rable  tents 
which  they  pitch  as  occafion  requires  on  the  burning  fands. 

In  1447  upwards  of  thirty  (hips  followed  the  route  of  trafH9 
which  was  now  opened ;  and  John  de  CW^illa  obtained  the  in?^ 
£imy  lio  ftaad  the  &sA  on  the  lift  of  thafe  names,  whofe  yiU 
lanies  have  difgraced  the  fpirit  of  commerce,  and  afforded  the 
}oudef%  complftinft^  againft  the  progreis  of  navigation.  DiiSatif- 
fied  with  the  value  of  his  cargo,  he  ungratefully  feizcd  twenty 
of  the  natilws  of  Gomera^  (one  of  the  Canaries)  who  had  afliih 
ted  him,  and  with  whom  be  was  in  friendly  alliance,  and  brought 
them  as  flaves  to  Portugal^  But  Prince  Henry  refented  this  out- 
rage, and  having  ^ven  them  fome  valuable  prefents  of  clotheSa. 
xeilored  the  captives  to  freedom  and  their  native  country^ 


•  « 
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'  The  converfion  and  reduffcion  of  die  Canaries  was  alfo  thit 
year  attempted ;  but  Spain  having  challenged  the  difcovery  of 
thefe  iilands^  th«  expedition  was  difcontinued.  In  the  Canary 
iilands  was  found  a  feodal  cuilom ;  the  chief  man  or  governor 
was  gratified  with  the  firft  night  of  every  bride  in  his  diilrid:. 

In  1 448  Fernando  Alonzo  was  fent  ambaffador  to  the  King 
of  Cabo  Verde  with  a  treaty  of  trade  and  converfion,  which 
was  defeated  at  that  time  by  the  treachery  of  the  natives.  In 
1449  the  Azores  were  difcovered  by  Gonfalo  Velio,  and  the  coaft 
fixty  leagues  beyond  Cape  Verde  was  vifited  by  the  fleets  of 
Henry.  It  is  alfo  certain  that  fome  of  his  commanders  pafled 
the  equino(5tial  line.  It  was  the  cuftom  of  his  failors  to  leave 
his  motto  Talent  de  Bien  Faire,  wherever  they  camei 
and  in  1525  Loaya,  a  Spanifh  captain,  found  that  device  carved 
on  the  bark  of  a  tree  in  the  ifle  of  St.  Matthew,  in  the  fefcond 
degree  of  fouth  latitude. 

Prince  Henry  had  now  with  the  moft  inflexible  perfeverance 
profecuted  his  difcoveries  for  upwards  of  forty  years;  His 
father,  John  I.  concurred  with  him  in  his  views,  and  gave 
him  every  afiifliancei  his  brother.  King  Edward,  during  his 
Ihort  reign,  was  the  fame  as  his  father  had  been ;  nor  was  the 
eleven  years  regency  of  his  brother  Don  Pedro  lefs  aufpicious 
to  him  *.  But  the  mifunderflandine  between  Pedro  and  his 
nephew  Alonzo  V.  who  took  upon  nim  the  reins  of  govern- 
ment in  his  feventeenth  year,  retarded  the  defigns  jof  Henry^ 
and  gave  him  much  unhappinefs  :|:.  At  his  town  of  Sagrez, 
from  whence  he  had  not'  moved  for  many  years,  except  when 
called  to  court  on  fome  emergency  of  ftate,  Don  Henry,  now 
in  his  fixty-feventh  year,  yielded  to  the  ftroke  of  fate,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  1463,  gratified  with  the  certain  pvofpcQ:,  that 
the  route  to  the  eaftern  world  would  one  day  crown  the  enterprizes 
to  which  he  had  given  birth.  He  had  the  happinefs  to  fee 
the  naval  fuperiority  of  his  country  over  the  Moors  eftabliih^ 


^  The  difficnldes  he  fiimioiinted»  and  the 
affiftanoe  he  reoeived^  are  inconteftible 
proofs,  that  an  adventurer  of  inferior  birth 
could  never  have  carried  hii  defigns  into 
execution. 

}  Don  Pedro  was  viibdnoufly  accufed  of 
treacherous  defigns  by  his  bafhud  brother, 
|he  firft  Duke  of  Braganza.    Henry  left  his 


town  of  Sagre«  to  defend  his  brother  at 
court,  but  in  vain.  Pedro,  finding  the 
young  king  in  the  power  of  Braganza,  fled, 
and  looD  after  was  killed  in  defisnding  him«- 
felf  againfi  a  party  who  were  feat  to  feize 
him.  His  innocence,  after  his  death,  was 
fully  proved,  and  his  nephew  Alobzo  V. 
gave  him  an  honountble  burial. 
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an  the  moft  folid  bafis,  its  trade  greatly  upon  the  increafe^  and 
^hat  he  eftc^med  his  greateft  happirieis^  for  tlie  piety  of  his 
lieart  was  fincere,  he  flattered  himfelf  that  he  liad  given  a  mor-  : 
tal  wound  t9  Mohammedifm^  and  had  opened  the  door  to  an 
univerfal  propagation  of  chriftianity  and  the  civilization  of  man- 
kind*    And  to  him^  as  to  their  primary  author^  are  due  all  the  : 
iueilimable  advantages  which  ever  have  flowed,  or  ever  will 
flow  from  the  difcov^ry  of  the  greateft  part  of  Africa,  of  the 
Eaft  and  Weft  Indies.     Every  Improvement  in  the  ftate  and; 
manners  of  thefe  countries,  or  whatever  qountry  may  be  yet  dif-  - 
covered,  is  ftri£tly  due  to  him ;  nor  is  the  difference  between 
the  prefent  ftate  of  Europe  and  the  monki(h  age  in  which  he 
was  born,  lefs  the  refult  of  his  genius  and  toils.     What  is  an . 
Alexander  crowned  with  trophies  at  the  head  of  his  army  com-^ 
pared  with  a  Henry  contemplating  the  ocean  from  his  window 
on  the  rock  of  Sagrez  !     The  one  fugg^fts  the  idea  of  the  evil 
dsmon,  the  other  of  the  Deity. 

From  the  year  1448,  when  Alonzo  V.  affumed  the  power  of 
government,  till  the  end  of  his  reign  in  1 47 1 ,  little  progrcfs  - 
was  made  in  maritime  aflfa^rs,  and  Cape  Catharine  was  only : 
added  to  the  former  difcoveries.  But  under  his  fon  John  II* 
the  defigns  of  Prince  Henry  were  profecuted  with  renewed 
vigour.  In  ^1481  the  Portuguefe  built  a. fort  on  the  Golden- 
Coaft,  and  the  King  of  Portugal  took  the  title  of  Lord  of 
Guinea^  Barthdomew  Diaz,  in  i486,' reached  the  river  which 
he  named  dell  Infante  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  Africa,  but  de- 
terred by  the  ftornis  of  that  region  from  proceeding  farther, 
en  his '  return  he  had  the  happinefs  to  be  the  Difcoverer 
of  the  Promqptory,  unknbwn  ror  many  ages,  .which  bounds 
the,fouth  of  Affic.  This,  from  the  ftorms  he  there  encoun- 
tered, .  he  named  the  Cape  of  Tempefts ;  but  John,  elated 
with  the  proi»ife  of  India,  which  this  difcovery,  as  he 
juitiy  deemed,  included,  gaVe  It  the  name  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope.  The  arts  and  valour  of  the  Portuguefe  had  now  made 
a:  great  impre^on  on  the  minds  of  the  Africans.  The  King 
of  Con^o,  i  dominion  of  great  extent,  fent  the  fons  of  fome 
of  his  principal  officers  to  Liibpn  to  be  inftrudted  in  arts  and 
religion  J  and  ambafladors  from  the  King  of  Benin  requefted 
teachers  iO;  1l?e^  fent  to  his  kingdom.  On  the  return  of  his  * 
fubjefts,  the  Kiil^g  and  Queen  of  Congo,  with    loo^obo   of 

f  '  their' 
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tEeif  people^  Wer6  baptt2(ed«  An  a^bc^tidor  alAi^^rrived  .froih' 
thcvChriftian  Emperor  ^  Aky^Mzi  aad  PedrO  4e€drnlfetti; 
ami  Aloftso  de  J^yva  were  fefic  bjF  lamil  tb'penett^te/irtlfai!)^ 
Baft,  that  they  might  acq4ii#e  whatever  ifrtfclligence  thi^^  <aci*- 
litaie  the  defirad  navigattofe  to  India.^  'Cb^ilhM .  istf^  ^^^^ 
parted  at  Toro  in  Arabia  and  took  diffe^^rrt  to^ts.  TI16 
former  having  vifited  Conanof^  Calicut,  and  Oba  in  India,  re-' 
turned  to  Grand  Cairo,  where  he  heard  of  the  death  of  Ills' 
companion.  Here  alfb  he  mtt  the  Rabbi  Abraham  of  Eeja,^ 
who  was  employed  f«  the  fan^  purpofe  by  kine^  ^ohn.  CovH*' 
lam  fent  the  Rabbi  home  with  an  account  of  Mmat  coimtries  he 
had  feen,  and  he  himfelf  proceeded  to  Ofmuz  and  Ethiopia, 
but  as  CanfK>en6  exprefles  it : 


to  Ais  native  (hore. 


Enrich'd  with  knowledge,  Se  returned  no  more.         - 

Men,  wfaofe  genius  led  them  to  maritime  a^rs^  began 
now  to  be  poi^iTed  by  an  ardent  ambition  to  diftinguiih  them- 
felves;  and  the  famous  Columbus  offered  hh  fervice  to  King 
John,  and  Was  reje<fted.  fivery  one  knows  the  difcovcries  of 
this  giteat  adventurer,  but  his  hiftory  is  generaljy  miftmderftood*. 
It  is  by  fome  believed,  that  his  ideas  of  the  fphere  of  the- earth 


Aiadiemadckii  HitmrvAvw  die  andior  «f  Aat 
gsaad  dUoQveiyi  ana  of  die  i^  of  the  oom» 
pafs.      Eveiy  alteration  here  afqribed  to 
Colnmbusy   nad  ahnoft  fifty  ycdfs  befbre 
J)eeii;'c^4pd;  by  Henry.     Eycn  Hanry^  • 
idea  of  failing  to  India  was  adoj^ted  by  Co- . 
htmba^.    It  ^a^  ev^ry  where  hi^  pfop0fal« 
When  lie  arrived  in  the  Wefi  I&dids,  1m  ^ 
thou^t  hf  had  found  the  Ophir  of 'SolobioB*  - 
and  uience  thefe  iflands  received  their  gene« 
raihame,  'and  on  his  return  lie  teldjforai  II. 
diat  hB  Jiaf  been'  at  the  iflaf^  of  b^f^ 
To  find  the  fpice.iflands  of^tho£aii  wai^  hit  ' 

Eipofal  af  the  court  of  Spsoti ;  ^nd  even  on 
{parth^andJaft  voyagTii^  ii;oi;.J!k!«e'. 
years^aftcj^  GweCs  return,  ^e  prooiiied  jtliv 
Idng  of  'Spain  to  find  Inoia  'by,  a  weftward 
pittage.  B<it  thoo^h  ^ttlrit  oilcoveries  re* 
waided  hi$  toilsi  h»  firft  aad  laft  pitfpd(o 
he  never  compleated*.  tt  was  referved  for  ^ 
Mmthaens  to  dii^over'the  wnhmd  route 
to  tbi  BafUm  World.     .    : 

gave 


*  Grauly  mifiniderJIoQd,'  even  l^  ibe' 
ingenious  author  of  the  Jccount  $f  the  Eu- 
ropean .  Seftlemenfi  in  Jfmerua.  leaving. 
m^tifined  th^  bai^barous  Ibite  «of  Biiro^$ 
".Mathejoati^aalleaniing,  fiiys|iiQ^  waslktk 
valued  or  cuttisrated.  The  true  (yfiem  of 
the  heavetis  was  not  dreamed  ot '  There 
waa  no  knewledge  at  all  of  the  real  foon  of 
the  earth,  and  ki  general  the  ideas  of  mask* 
kind  were  not  extended  beyond  their  fbnii- 
ble  horizon.  In  this  ftate  of  aiairs  Chrif* 
topher  Cohunbus,  a  native  of  Genoa,  ua* 
dertook  to  extend  the  boundaries  which  i^« 
norance  had  ^vea  to  the  world.  uSs 
man's  dtffigo  arofe  frons  the  jud  idea  he  had 
foHned  of  the  figure  of  the  earth"-: — All 
a  miftake.  Henr^,  who  undertook  to  ex« 
tcad  the  boundaries;  which  ignorance  hod 
given  to  the  worlds  had  extended  them 
mndi  beyond  the  fenfible  horiaon  long  ere 
Celombas  appeared.  Coloinbus  indeed 
taught  the  Sjpaniards  die  ufe  of  longitade 
and  latitude  in  navigation,  bot  that  great 
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gxftrHt^.  to  hh  opinion f  that  there  xxHift  b^  aa  immedfe  un« 
kaowa  contineat  in  the  weftj  fuch  aa  America  is  now  known 
to  be ;  and  that  his  propofals  were  to  ^o  in  jfearch  of  it  *.     But 
thefinxpb  truth  is,  Columbus^  whp,  as  we'rhaye  certain  evi- 
dence, acquired  his  ikill  in  navigation  among  the  Portuguefe, 
could  be  no  ftranger  to  the  ddSgn  long  meditated  in  that  king- 
.  dotocitf  of  diicovcring  ;a  naval  route  to  India,  which,  according 
to  ancient  geographers  and  the  opinion  of  that  age,  was  fup* 
pofed  to  be  ue  next  land  to  the  wefl:  of  Spain.      And  tha^t 
India  and  the  i^acent  iflands  wex;e  the  regions  fought  by  Co^ 
lumbus,  is  alio  certain.     John,  who  efteemed  the  route  to  India 
asalmoft  diicovered,  and  in  the  power  of  his  own  fub^eds,  reje<3:ed 
the  propofals  of  the  fpreigner.      But  Columbus  met  a  QK>re 
favourable  reception  from  Ferdinand  and  If^bella,  the  king  find 
^queen  of  Cadliic.     To  interfere  witli  the  route  or  difcoveriqs^ 
opened  and  en^yed  by  another  power,  was^  at  this  -time  eA:eemed 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  nations.     Columbus,  therefore,  thouzh 
the  obJe&  was  one,  propofed,  as  Magalhaens  afterwards  did  for 
the  fanie  reafqn^  to  fteer  the  weftward  coarfe^  and  having  in 
1492  4^fcovered  fonae  weilem  iiknds^  in  14931  ^^  ^^  return  to 
.Spaing  he  put  into  the  Tagus  with  great  tokens  of  ^he  riche^s 
i^  his  4iicovery<     Sovije  of  the  Portuguefe  courtierst,  the  fame 
ungenerous  minds  perhaps  who  advifed  the  reje&ion  of  Colum- 
bus bcGaofe  he  was  a  foreigner,  propofed  the  afiaflination  of 
.that  great  man,  thereby  to  conceal  ixom  Spain  the  advantages 
of  his  navigation.     Bat  John,  thoi^h  Columbus  xather  roughty 
upbraided  him,  looked  upon  him  now  with  a  genorous  regret, 
4md  difmifjed  him  with  honour.     The  king  of  Portugal,  how* 
ever,  was  alarmed,  left  the  difcoveries  of  Colmnbus,  interfered 
with.thofe  of  his  crown,  and  gave  orders  to  equip  a  war  fleet 
,ta  prot^(S;  his  rights.     But  matters  were  adjufied  i)y  embaflies, 
-tokd  diat  celebrated  tmaty  by  which  Spain  and  Portugal  divided 
Jibe  Weftem  and  Eaflern  Worlds  between  themfelves.     Tl^e 
j&aftern  half  jo£  the  world  was  allotted  for  the  Portuguefe,  and 
the  weftern  for  the  Spanifh  navigation.     The  line  of  meridian 

*  Gomara  and  otha^  Spanifh  writers  re*  municated  the  jearfial  cf  his  voyage  to  Co- 

iMe, -ikat  while  Columbiu  lived  tnMadeim^  Icubtesw     But  ifcis  Jbcy,   as  it  fiands  jit 

mjjiilot,  tjieonl^  Awiver  of  a  fli»*«  creWy  largtf  is  iavolved  in  ccxuradi^Stioa  without 

died  at  his  hems.     This  pilot,  they  fay,  proof,  and  is  every  wHere  eHeem^d  a  fal>le 

'liadheeft  driven  to  ^e- Weit  {nJUeser^AMe*  '   rfntoafiee.  «   ..-      ».      ...-.-../., 
aicavby  tempeft,  and  on  his  death-bed  com- 

f  2  from 
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Trom  the  north  to  the  fouth  pole  was  their  boandaryi  and  thiw 
'each  nation  had  one  hundred  and  eighty  degrees,  'within  whicK 
they  might  eftablifh  fettlementS  and  extend.  tHcir  difcove'ries. 
And  a  Papal  Bull,  which,  for  obvious  reafohs,  prohibited  the 
propagation  of  the  gofpel  in  thefe  bounds  by  the  lubjeSs  of  any 
other  ftate,  confirmed  this  amicable  and  extraordinary  treaty. 

Soon  after  this,  while  the  thoughts  of 'kih'g  John  vtrere  intent 
on  the  difcovery  of  India,  his  preparations  were  ihternipted  by 
his  death.  But  his  earneft  defires  and  great  dcfigns  were  ihr- 
heritcd,  together  with  his  Crown,  by  his*  coufin  EnimanueK 
And  in  1 497,  the  year  before  Columbus  made  the  voyage  which 
difcovered  the  mouth  of  the  river  Oronoko,  Vafco  de  Gama 
failed  from  the  Tagus  on  the  difcovery  of  India; 

Of  this  voyage,  the  fubjedt  of  the  Lufiad,  mafty  particulars 
a[fe  necefTarily  mentioned  in  the  notes  ;  we  fhall  therefore  only 
allude  to  thefe,  but  be  more  explicit"  on  the  others,  which  arc 
omitted  by  Camoens  in  obedience  to  the  rules  of  the  Epopaea. 

Notwitnftanding  the  full  torrent  of  popular  clamour  againft 
the  undertaking,  Emmanuel  was  determined  to  profecute  the 
views  of  Prince  Henry  and  John  II.  Three  floops  of  war  and 
a  flore  (hip  manned,  with  only  160  men  were  fitted  out; 
for  hoftility,  was  not  the  purpofe  of  this  humane  expe- 
dition. Vafco  de  Gama,  a  gentleman  of  good  family,  wno, 
in  a  war  with  the  French,  had  given  fignal  proofs  of  his  naval 
fkill,  was  commifiioned  admiral  and  general,  and  his  brother 
Paul,  for  whom  he  bore  the  finccrcft  afifeftion,  with  his  friend 
Nicholas  Coello,  were  at  his  requeft  appointed  to  command 
under  him.  It  is  the  greatefl  honour  of  kings,  to  diflinguifh 
the  charaders  of  their  officers,  and  to  employ  them  accordingly. 
Emmanuel  in  many  inftances  was  happy  in  this  talent,  par- 
ticularly in  the  choice  of  his  admira}  for  the  difcovery  of  India. 
All  the  enthufiafm  of  defire  to  accomplish  his  end,  joined  with 
the  greateft  heroifm,  the  quickeft  penetration,  and  cooleft  pru^- 
dence,  united  to  form  the  charadfer  of  Gama.  On  his  appoint- 
ment to  the  command,  he  confeffed  to  the  king  that  his  mind 
had  long  afpired  to  this  expedition.  The  king  exprefTed  great 
confidence  in  his  prudence  and  honour,  and  gave  him,  wim  his 
own  hand,  the  colours  which  he  was  to  carry.  On  dxis  banner^ 
which  bore  the  crofs  of  the  military  order  of  Cbri(l»  Gama, 

with 
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.with  grcftt  enthuiiafm  to  merit  the  honqurs  beftovred  upon  him, 
took  the  oath  of  fidelity. 

About  four  miles ;  from  Lifbon  there  is  a  chapel  on  the  fea 
fide.  T9  this,  the  day  before  their  departure,  Gama  conducted 
the  companions  of  his  expedition.  He  was  to  encounter  an 
ocean  untried^  and  dreaded  as  unnavigable,  and  he  knew  the 
force  of  the  ties  of  religion  on  minds  which  are  not  inclined  to 
difpute  its  authority.  The  whole  night  was  fpent  in  the  chapel 
in  prayers  for  fuccefs,  ai>d  in  the  rites  of  their  devotion,  On 
the  next  day,  when  the  adventurers  marched  to  the  fleet,  the 
fhore  of  Belem  *  prefented  one  of  the  moft  folemn  and  afFeding 
fcenes  perhaps  recorded  in  hiftory.  The  beach  was  covered 
with  the  inhabitants  of  Lifbon.  A  numerous  proceflloi)  of 
priefts*  in  their  robes  fung  anthems  and  offered  up  invocations 
to  heaven.  Every  one  beheld  the  adventurers  as  brave  innocent 
men  going  to  a  dreadful  execution,  as  rufhing  upon  certain 
death;  and  the  vafl  multitude  caught  the  fire  of  devotion,  and 
joined  aloud  in  the  prayers  for  fuccefs.  The  relations,  friends, 
and  acquaintances  of  the  voyagers  wept ;  all  were  affefted ;  the 
figh  was  general;  Gama  himfelf  fhed  fon:^e  manly  tears  on 
parting  with  his  friends,,  but  he  hurried  over  the  tender  fcene, 
and  haflened  aboard  with  all  the  alacrity  of  hope.  Immediately 
he  gave  his  fails  to  the  wind,  and  fo  much  affefted  were  the 
many  thoufands  who  beheld  his  departure,  that  they  remained 
unmoveable  on  the  fhore  till  the  fleet,  under  full  fkil,  evanifhed 
from  their  fight. 

It  was  on  the  8th  of  July  when  Gama  left  the  Tagus.  The 
flag  fhip  was  commanded  by  himfelf,  the  fecond  by  his  brother,, 
the  third  by  Coello,  and  the  flore  fhip  by  Gonfalo  Nunio.. 
Several  interpreters,  fkilled  in  the  Ethiopian,  Arabic,  and  other 
oriental  languages,  went  along  with  them.  Tea  malefadlots, 
men  of  abilities,  whofe  fcntences  of  death  were  reverfed,  on 
condition  of  their  obedience  ta  Gama  in  whatever  cmbaflies  or 
dangers  among  the  barbarians  he  might  think  proper  to  employ 
them,  were  alio  on  board.  The  fleet,  favoured  by  the  wedther,. 
paflTed  the  Canary  and  Cape  de  Verde  iflands,  but  had  now  .to^ 
encounter  other  fortune..  Sometimes  flopped. by  dead  calitis,^ 
but  for  the  mofl  part  tofl  by  tempefls,  wnich.  increafcd  their. 


«       » 


*  Or  Betbleheniy  fo  named  irom  the  chapeL 
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violelKfe.  and  horrors  as  they  pfoceedcd  to  Ae  foudi.     Thus 
driven  far  to  fea  they  laboured  through  that  wide  ocean  which 
furi'ounds  St.  Hckna,  in  feas,  fays  Faria,  unknown  to  the  Por- 
tuguefe  difcoverers,  none  of  whom  had  failed  fo  far  to  the  weft. 
From  the  28th  of  July,  the  day  they  pafled  the  ifle  of  St.  James, 
they  had  fcen  no  ihore,  and  now  on  November  the  4th  they 
were  happily  relieved  by  the  fight  of  land.     The  fleet  anchored 
in  a  large  *  bay,  and  Coello  was  fent  in  fearch  of  a  river  whefc 
they  might  take  in  wood  and  frefli  water.     Having  found  one 
convenient  for  their  purpofe  the  fleet  made  toward  it,   and 
Gama,  whofe  orders  were  to  acquaint  himfelf  with  the  manners 
of  the  people  wherever  he  touched,  ordered  a  party  of  his  men 
to  bring  him  fomc  of  the  natives  by  force  or  ftratagem.     One 
*they  caught  as  he  was  gathering  honey  on  the  fide  of  a  moun*- 
tain,  and  brought  him  to  the  fleet.     He  exprefled  the  greatefl: 
indifference  of  the  gold  and  fine  clothes  which  they  fliewed 
him,  but  was  greatly  delighted  with  fome  glafl!es  and  little  brafs 
bells.     Thefe  with  great  joy  he  accepted,  and  was  fet  on  fhore  5 
and  fdon  after  many  of  the  blacks  came  for,  and  were  gratified 
with  the  like  trifles  ;  and  for  which  in  return  they  gave  great 
plenty  of  their  beft:  provifions.     None  of  Gama's  interpreters, 
however,  could  underiland  a  word  of  their  language  or  receive 
any  information  of  India.     And  the  friendly  intercourfe  between 
the  fleet  and  the  natives  was  foon  interrupted  by  the  imprudence 
of  Velofo,    a  young  Portuguefe,   which  bccafioned  a  fcufBe, 
wherein  Gama's  life  was  endangered.     Gama  and  fome  others 
were  on  Ihore  taking  the  altitude  of  the  fun,  when  in  confc- 
quence  of  Velofo's  rafhnefs  they  were  attacked  by  the  blacks 
with  great  fury.     Gama  defended  himfelf  with  an  oar,  and  re- 
ceived a  dart  in  his  foot.     Several  others  were  likewife  wound- 
ed,   and  they   found  their  fafety  in  retreat.     The  (hot  from 
the  ftiips  facilitated  their  efcape,  and  Gama  efteemiiig  it  im- 
prudent to  wafte  his  ftrcngth  in  attempts  entirely  foreign  to  the 
defign  of  his  voyage,  weighed  anchor,  and  fteered  in  fearch  of 
the  extremity  of  Afric. 

In  this  part  of  the  voyage,  fays  Oforius,  in  illo  autem  curju 
valdi  Gama  virtus  enituit-^^^-^^Thc  heroifm  of  Gama  was  greatly 
difplayed.    The  waves  fvrolled  like  mounoains  in  height,  the 

•  Now«  called  St.  HcleA*$. 

(hips 
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ikifB  {ttmed  now  heaved  up  to  the  clouds,  and  now  appeared 
flS^  prectpkated  by  gulphy  whiripooh  to  the  bed  of  the  ocean. 
The  winds  were  piercing;  cold,  and  fo  boifterous  that  the  pilot's 
voice  coqld  feldom  be  heard,  and  a  difmal,  almoft  continual 
ciarkne^,  which  at  that  tempeftuous  feafbn  involves  thcfe  feas, 
added  all  it3  horrors.  Sometimes  the  ftorm  drove  them  fouth- 
ward,  at  other  times  they  were  obliged  to  ftand  on  the  tack  and 
yield  to  its  fury,  preferving  what  they  had  gained  with  the 
|;reatell  difficulty. 

With  fuch  mad  feae  the  daring  Gkima  fought 
For  many  a  day,  and  many  a  dreadful  night, 

nd  the  ftormy  Cape, 


By  bold  ambition  led- 


Thomson 


During  any  gloomy  interval  of  the  ftorra,  the  failors,  wearied 
out  With  fatigue,  and  abandoned  to  defpair,  furrounded  Gama, 
and  implored  him  not  to  fuffer  himfelf,  and  thofc  com- 
mitted to  his  care,  to  perifh  by  Co  dreadful  a  death.  The 
impoflibility  that  men  fo  weakened  fhould  ftand  it  much 
Icmger,  and  the  opinion  that  this  ocean  was  torn  by  eternal 
tempefts,  and.therefore  had  hitherto  been,  and  was  unpaflaWe,' 
were  urged.  But  Gama's  refolution  to  proceed  was  unalter- 
able^.    A  formidable  confpiracv  was  then  formed  acrainft  his 


■  *  ItetDjage  of  Gama  hag  been  called 
ummHy  a  coamg^mey  aiid  fhefefbre  imich 
left  dMger^  «mi  hofokal  ckait  that  of  Ce- 
Ipnibatv  or  of'  MftgafiuMiis.  But  dus,  it  is 
pre&Bwdy  ifr-««e  of  the  o^iniotis  Imfttly 
taken  up,  and  founded  on  ienoranoe:  Co* 
liMibas  and  Magalhaens  undertook  to  navi- 
gflco  ufiknowA  oceanty  and  ^  did  Gama ; 
mktk  thts-dliRsranoe)  that  the  ocean  areond 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which  Qama 
was  fio  eneoiintory  W9»  believed  to  be,  iind 
bad  htm  avoided  by  Diae,  as  unpaflkble. 
Priil^  Henry  foggefted  that  the  current  of 
Cape  Bajadorittighi  be  avoided  by  ftuiding 
to  (ea,  and  tiius  that  Cape  was  firft  paffleo. 
Gama  for  this  reafod  «id  not  coaft,  but 
flood  10  fea  for  upwaid$  of  three  months  of 
tampafciw  weather.  The  fempefts  which 
afflicted  Columbus  sdid  Magalhaens  are  by 
their  different  hifU>rians  defcribed  with  cir- 
comfbmces  of  lefs  horror  and  danger  than 


liio^  which  attacked  Gama.  All  the 
^«e  ^bmmandem  fweie  endangered  by 
■wdny ;  httt  none  of  thinr  onews,  iawe 
Gama's,  could  ovge  the  opinion  of  aces, 
and  the  example  S[  a  living  captain,  that 
the  di^eadful  ocean  which  mey  ^tienpitd 
was  impaffiible.  Colnmbus  and  Migalhaena 
always  ^nd  means,  after  detecting  a  to*-- 
fpiracy,  to  keep  the  reft  in  hope)  biit> 
Gama's  men,  when  he  pat  6ie  pilots  in 
irons,  continaed  in  the  utmot  ddpair.  Com> 
Iambus  was  indeed  ill  obeyed ;  MagaUiluna 
fometimes  little  better;  but  nothing,  fhvei 
the  wonderful  authority  of*  Gama^s  oam-* 
mand,  coald  have  led  his  crew  through  the- 
tempea  which  he  furmeunted  ere  he  doubled 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope*  Columbus,  with . 
J^f  crew,  mxA  have  returned.  The  eiepe- 
dients  with  which  he  ufed  to  fbothe  them, 
would,  under  Sh  authority,  have  had  no 
avail  in  the  tempeft   which    Gama  rode 

through. 
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itiTdf    Buthis  brother  difcovered  iti  aiid  ihe  cbur4ge:.«i<li4lC«« 

''!d€nl:t$  4>f  Gama  defeated  it&  ^lefigo^  \  H9  fu^  tJaie.  chiefs  iW>9-: 

^irator^arid  all  the  pilots  inikoii^.and  iWihun&l^^i'M*  &K>^ 

^  therjt  Coello,  and  fome  athera^  ikooA  night  .aod ,  da^  (toi^ftbe 

helms  and  diredted  the  courie.     At  izit,  after  harringji  nwviy 

'^aysi'  with  unconquered  muad,  withftco^  ihe.tetnpcil:a^ 

'MdnrSlged  mtitiay  (mokmperj^ioi)  theilorib  XuddeAly  Qc^fed^taod 

they  beheld  the  Cape  of  Good  Hopfe«    .     .        <  -   ..    i        .;  t| 

<  *    On  November  the  20th  all  the  fleet  doubled  J^dt-  promoa* 

1  tory,  Itnd  fbeering  north  ward,  coafted  along  a  rich  and.  bcAutlfuI 

*  ihore/kdbrned  ivit^h  larg^foreft/s  (U)d  numberlefs;heixia[Qf  0at||e. 

'  All'WiGoiow  alacrity  i  }  the  hope;  that  they  had  jrurinQunt€4  every 

daftgbr  revived  their  ipirits,  and  the  udmiraliwas  bel<^ved  ajid 

admifed.     Here^and  at  the  bay^  whKh^they.naroed  St%  Bias, 

they  took  in  provifion$>  and  beheld  theiQ  beautiful  rural  fcenes, 

defcribed  by  Oamoens^     And/here  the  ftore  floop,  now  pf  no 

'farther  fcrvice^  was  burnt  byocder.  of  the  adnurah>    Qn  De- 

'  cember.  the  8th  a  violent  tempefl}  drove  the  fie<t  frofn  the  fight 

; of  land,    and  carried  them   to; that  dreadful  current   )$rhi(:h 

made   the ,  Moors   deem  it   impoiUble   to  double,  thp  C^pe. 

Gaqiai  however5  though  unlucky  in  the  time  of  navigating 

thefe  feas,  was  fafely  carried  over  the  current  by  the  viojeace 


a«      I 
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through.'  From  every  circumilance  it  is 
'eTld«nt  that  Gama  had  determined  not  to 
retom,  unleft  he  found  India.  Nothing 
)fih  than  fach  refohition  to  perifh  or  attain 
his  point  could  have  led  him  on.  Bnt  Co-* 
]uQ8)Q9,  ill  obeyed  indeed,  returned  from 
the  sxoiotth  of  the  river  Oronoko,  before  he 
had  made  a  certain  difcovery  whether  the 
land  iiM»  ifle  or  continent.  When  Gama 
met  a  famg  current  off  Ethiopia  he  bore 
on,  though  driven  from  his  courfe.  Co- 
lumbus Aeering  ibuthw^  in  fearch  of  con- 
tinent met  great  currents.  He  imagined 
they  werp  the  rifing  of  the  (ea  towards  the 
'cant>py  of  heaven,  which  for  ought  he 
I1119W,  iky;  die  Upivctfal  HiAgriansy  they 
might  tpuch  tp^^ards  the  fouth.  He 
thercfbie  tuhied  his  courfe,  and  (leered  to 
die  wf  A.  l^t  paffing  of  the  ibaita  of  Ma* 
gellan,  however  hazardous,  was  not  attend- 
ed with  fuch  danger  as  Gama  experienced 
at  the  Cape.  The  attempt  to  crofs  the 
Pacific  was  greatly  daring,  bnt  his  voyage 


in  that  fea  was  happy.    The'  navigation  of 
the  ftraits  of  Magellan  and  the  Pacific  are 
in  this  country  little  known  ;  but  the  conrie 
of  Gama  is  at  this  day  infinitely  more  ha- 
zardous than  that  of  Columbus,  i  KOdam*' 
bus  found  no  ptlota  4o  condo^L  him»  but 
encountered  bis  greateft  dangers  in.  feumCng'' 
his  cour(e  among  the  nfmieroas   wefiem 
iflands,  Gama»  thoipri^  jn  tjie  Indian  qoefui 
aifiiled  by  nilots,  had  gs  great. trials  of  his. 
valour,  and  much  greater  ones  of  Ixi^  pru* 
dencQ.    The  foiw  and  the  ^daw  tixiidieious 
arts  of  the  .Moors,  were-  not  fbund.ia^  the. 
weft. .  All  was  fimplicity  among  the  natives- 
there.     The    prudenoe' and.^e|j»bt   of. 
Gama  an4  Columbiis  were  *of  th^  nwjbteft 
rate ;  Magalhaens  was  in  (hf  {e  fpm^times . 
rather  inferior.     He  loft  his  own,  and  the  - 
livie$  of  the  greateft  part  .of  hta  «af  Ws  by 
hazarding  a  land  ei)gag{;ment  at  the  advice 
of  a  judicial  aftrologer.    See  the  notr,  p. . 
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of  a  ttmpefii  iand  having  rebtfyteped  the  i^hr  of  land/  as  his 
f^9ft  C<7Mir6K^e  ftt$ered  nbrthw^rd  ailong  fhe  coi^;  Pn  the. 
IQ^  o(j  }^niwry!  thty  dtfcripdf  zbqut  ajo  oules  from  tlfi^k  ItJIt 
WAfierifig  l^lacp^  Jpliie'bcautifuj  iflgndsy  yriih  herds  of  cattle  friik* 
ingitf  the  Aeadpw9<  :  It  was  a  profound  calm,  aAd  Gaifina'ftood 
Qcar  to  land^  The  natives  were  better  drefTed  and  n^io;^  civi- 
lised than  thofe  they  had  hitherto  feen.  An  ^es^dia^ifge  of  pre- 
jfents  was  madej.apd.  the  black  king  was  fo  {^leaied  with  the 
politene&  of  Gamajt  that  he  came  abpard  his  {hip  to  iee  'him.> 
At  this  place^  which  he  named  Terra  de  NataU '  Gama  left  two^ 
of  th^  malefoiAors,  to  procure  what  information  thef :  could 
againft  his  return.  *  On  the  15th  of  January,  in  the  dufk  of  the 
evening,  they  came  to  the  mouth  of  a  large  river,  whofe  banks 
were  (haded  with  trees  loaded  with  fruit.  On  the  return  of 
day  they  faw  feveral  little  boats  with  palm-tree  leaves  making 
towards  them,  and  the  natives  came  aboard  without  hefitation 
qv  fear.  Gama  received  them  kindly,  gave  them  an  entertain- 
ment, and  ibme  filken  garments,  which  they  received  with 
vifible  joy.  Only  one  of  them  however  could  ipeak  a  little 
broken  Arabic.  From  hin^  Fernan  Martihho  learned,  that  not 
far  diftant  was  a  country  where  (hips,  in  fhape  and  fize  like 
Gama's,  frequently  refQtted.  This  gave  the  fl^et  great  fpirits,. 
and  the  admiral  named  this  pUce  The  Riyer  of  Good  Signs. 

Here,  while  Gama  careened  and  refitted  his  (hips,  the  crew» 
were  attacked  with  a  violent  fcurvy,  which  carried  off  feveral 
of  liis  men.  Having  taken  in  frefh  provifions,  on  the  a4th  of 
February  he  fet  faij,  and  pn  the  firft  of  March  they  defcried 
four  iilands  011  .the  coaA  of  Mpzambic.  From  one  of  thefe, 
tbcy  perceived  feven;vefrels  in  full  fail  beariiig  to  the  fleet. 
7hefe  knew' Gama's 'fhip  by  the  admiral's  enfign,  and  made  up 
to  her,  faluting  her  with  loud  huzzas  and  their  inftruments  of 
mufic.  Gama  receiyed  them  abQard,  and  entertained  then^ 
w^th  great  .kindnefs. .  The  i^terprieters  talked  with  them  ii\ 
Arabic.  The  ifland;  in  which  was  the  principal  harbour  and 
trading  town,  they  faid,  was  governed  by  a  deputy  of  the  king 
of  Quiloaj  and  .mai)y:Saracen  merchants,  they  added,  were 
fettled  here,  who  traded  with  Arabia,  India,  apd  other  parts  of 
(he  world.  Gama  was  overjoyed,  and  the  crew  with  uplifted 
hands  returned  thinks  to  heayen.     ^  .  : 
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PlttSait  vntk  the  prefeaM  i«efakb  Q^Midr  lent  hino,  afidU^o^:' 

gitiing  that'thii  PtoffugUefii  wert Mi^kmpAedm^ 4roi:AMOcodc6^ 

^^tolate  the  admiral  on  hh  arFiVal  ill  the  Baft.  '  (4$vlte  ^p-^^ 
jJrt^acW  the  fl«et  in  g#ca«  poinpi  Otaii  remov«d:-^d>ficfc<|vt't 
rtP  %ht,  and  CHfdcred  all  thofe  m^lifeaHfi  to  aftfed  itiOwfdeck^ 
armtd  te  the  Portuguefe  manners'  for'  he  foreTaw>'irhi0it  would • 
liap^en  when  the  Mohaeftniedansf  fhould  difc^Ve^^  it  Wii^a^ 
Ghi'iMaa  fleet.  During  the  tftltertaihmeht  pto^dM  iot  him^ 
Zkcbeia^  feem^d  highly  pteafed,  and  afkcJj  feVeAl- ^ 
Jibdtit  the  arms'  and  religion  of  the  t&afl^er^.  Gama  fhresved^ 
hini  his;  arms^  and  explained  the  force  ot  his  cannon^  fmt  he 
dJd  not  afffe(3?  to  know  much  about  religion;  however  he 
lirahkly  promiflbd  to  fhew  him  his  books  of  devotion  when-^ 
eVer  a  ffeW  dt^  refrcfhmint  would  give'bini  a  mor6  convenient 
tmie.  In  the  meanwhile  he  intteated  Zatoiia  to  lend  him  ibme 
piloti  Who  might  condu6l  bim  tp  Indian  Two  pilots  were  neit 
diaij' brought  by  the  governor^  a  treiaty  of  peace  was  folemnly 
tohctudedf  and  every  ofBce  of  mutual 'friend(htpfe.emed  to 
piXHnife  a  tafting  harmony.  But  it  Was  foon  interrupted-^  25a- 
€6ck5  ^s  feoft  as  he  fbund  the  Portuguefe  werd  ChriMHn^,  ufed 
every  endeavour  to  deftroy  the  fleet.  The  life  of  Gama  wa^ 
attempted.  One  of  the  MooriA'  pilots  deferted,  and  fome  of 
the  Porruguefe,  who  were  cm  fhore  ft)  get  fre(h  water,  were 
aft^ked  by  (even  barkS  bf  the  AatiVes,  but  wcfe  Jreftroed  by  i 
timely  afllftarice  from  the  fhip?. 

Befides  the  hatred  of  the  Chrlftiart  naftie,  Jnlpii*il -by  their 
rc^gion,  the  Mohanimedan  Arabs  had  other  rfeatfontf  to*  vrtih 
tRe  deftrd<5ion  of  Gama.  Bfefoi^  this  ptfritKi,  thefe  Arab)  vfere 
almoft  the  only  merchants  of  the  Eaft  i  they  had  colonies  ih 
evety  place  ccMivenient  for  trade,  *and  were  the  fble  mailers  of 
the  Ethiopian,  Arabian,  and  Indian  feas.  They  clearly  fbre« 
few  the  cbnfe^ueftces^^  of  the  arrival  of  Europeans,  and  oveiy 
at^  was  loon  exerred  to  prevent  fueh  formidable  rivals  from  e^* 
feiftihg  any  fefotlng  in  the  Baft:.  To  fhefe  Mbhainmedan 
tradirsj'thfc  Portuguefe,  on  account  of  thtir  religion,,  gave  the 
nume  of  Mobrs* 

Immediately  after  the  fkirmifli  at  the  watering^plaee,  Gama^. 
having  one  Moorifh  pilot,  fet  (ail,  but  wiats  ioon  driven  back  to 
the  fanie  iiland  by  tempelluous  weather.  He  now  refolved  to 
'    •  take 


J  N  T  n  0  D  U  C  T  I  Q  N.  ^^ 


liosi«r)£;al)alM\iEwp  thou&nd  .iP^ .  ^^^      r^ng  from   axrilni^ 

And  hit  i(rtill^  Aot  pfilf  4UpfQricd  the  hotftUe  Mqoc^i  t^vt,  r^r 
4uced their itdWQi  ^hioh  uras. built  of  w9C)4».into  ^  jb^ap  0f 
idOies^  Among,  .^nn^  prillQneirs  t^en  hy  ?«ultt$;  df  Qa^ti  '\yti$  .^ 
fiikt;  itnd  Zaci«ici$  l^eg;gi«g  iargMten^s  for.  ^s  tf ftachef^j  i^ot 
iMiodber^  wboft  A:H1  ii^  aav^niion  J^Q|^Mtl^;f2oia^9)<p4k4i. 
.A  WOT  with  .the  lVfopf;s  was  aow^  "be^jMOj!  .  G^t  fiff^c^  u^ 
chtt  their  je^tloiify  of  European  rivals  gav^  htm  ootW^  H>  ^!^e^ 
but  open hoftiility  and  fecret  treachery;  and  h(;  knew  wh(kt  «tbH- 
tnerOas .  colQAid^  jl^y  had  on  every  tnadti^g  <X)a(i;  K^,f(h«,£afti 
TiQiiitoftrefatiiemithteei^  the  {terror  <;)|f  his  aroM  :i^n  itj^oir 
£irft  aGk;i»f lireachtry^  :>vaft  Htvrthy. lof  ia  gi!e^:i?o^Mn>a«dj5f4  .N$>r 
urta  he  fitn^^^ifi  bi^  attentian  tct  the  ehief  pilot^^  >vhp  hftd  hfim 
kft  ftfiit.  He|)e;rceivad  'Uk  hht  %  kind  of  aftxions  ^ipd^avwr  tQ  b^iff 
iieiir  fome  Hittbrill^dis^  rand  fi«&e^itg  ilrare  wez«,  un£9Pf^  ttip^ 
in  th;rt:lc:oun^  he .oonfideolly.  pstoupg^A  ^ 
t)iidfired  him  to  .b(i  fetendy  whipped^:  The  ^wai(tmcfU  >prb- 
disced  a  t^of^bn  land.  pr{)Qtisf<te^f  ftskl^tyy  Ami.  he  xioftr  sd^ 
yiftd  Gara^  to  flafld  for 'Qi^Ipi^  Mr^loh  h^i^iffuffeidhim  iy>a^  ^n 
hahited  iby  .Chiziftian^/ ^  Thf oe  Sthi^a^i  C^iftUas  k^  <^^tj^A 
«hoaffd.  the  fleet  lyhHe  «ut  .ZaciK:t^'s  ifWAdi  afid,  4^  guFront  of^i^ 
libafc  of  Brefte^  John'a  country  inclMiied  <SySMAa  to  try  if  ho 
€ou\i  iind  apori^  svhene  he  might  Qxpe<^  the  aiSi^ance  pf  ci 
pbople  0f  his  <MV».rciigiQn.  A  violent,  ftorm  rh^uje^er  drisvc^ 
the  ^efet  imm  QgH^a,  ittiid  heing  nbw  near  Mpinhaze#  the  p^li^ 
a4vife4^un)t»;entdr/Ckatharbottr«  vWhere;,  he  faid>  (h^re^w^sfp 

«lfo  maoyChrisftians..  

:  The  city,  of  ^rliwihaaa  is.iagreeably  fitwited  on  an  i^iaiidji, 
lormed ;  ty !  ja  rrtrer '  which  temptrks  itfelf  in  to  the  fea  by- 1  ufft . 
m^t^    .^he  buildings  are  lofty  iipd  df  &ia  i):oi^>  i^Rjd  th^ 
itoimtfy  abounds  wjth  jfr^wfr  trees  ^and  ^cattle.:    Gew^$  ihappy  tx^ 
Sod  a.  hiarbour.  Mrhere  -evety  fthiiig  wore  the '  a|«>t»f4ace  ^f  civi-i , 
lix»6iMi»  idndered  the  Ao&t  io  jcaft  anchor^  which  W^s,  icar<ce^y 
4ime»  'When  >a  .galley^  lA^.whicJh.wiwse.  loo  men  in  Turkifl^ 
hthit*  Atsmtd  iwith  biw^Jfcbrt^iind  l^thwe^t.  roMwl  upvtO  the,4lg 
&ip,    AU)rf/thele;ike«Mid^  6efiro<i»:irii»Wke/ab©ardii  \iHtpisj^^ 

faur^  'W^jb)l^fbdr^df«f%.^iiis^^ 

..;     >  S  2  were 
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xiiv  1  'N  ir  R  o  t^  U  <r#t:^<>  W 

^w  thelb  allowed,  tar'ftiij^^^  ^^Adt^'^'actnJ^'-^fitsrf^^ 
bq^rid,  tliey  extqlkd  the  pf U'deidf^e  i^^^^ttik  itf'^icfM&^cackliit^ 
tapce  to  armc^  ftrangcrs;'  kttd  %rth6^' bft!4a?ftjtr;>4k 
fifous  to  gain  the  good'  opihi^itlof  tjteef '  fle^K^^  Tlleljr  <fol«tiy, 
they  boafted^  contained  all  the  ri<iH0s  of  lifdk/ylitifi  theirs  king^ 
they  pfX)feired»  was  anibitious  of  ^eriteHhg'intd  S'lWe^^ 
witn  Ae  Portuguefe,  v^iih  \^hoik  'ttM^^ 
quainted.  And  that  a  conference. M^hllit^^^Sly^  4h^ 
offices  of  friendihip  might  fee  rendered  itvoi-fef  :tofiy^)enf » •G^itMi 
Was  requeued  and  advifed  to  enter  the^fairbdtt#.  i^  •  Afi  no-  pitace 
coujd  be  more  conn^modious  for  the  recmery  of  ^the  fick^  and  the 
whole  fleet  was  ficlUy,  Gaiiia  refolved  to  enter  the^^potr;  and  ivk 
the  meanwhile  fent  two  of  the  pardoned  'ctiminals  a&  an  emfanifly^ 
to  the  king.  Thefe  the  king  treiafted  wixh -thtt^^te^^e^  kiiiid^ 
nefsi  ordered  his  officers  to  ihew  them 'the 'ftrength-ftndoptti 
lence  of  his  city;  and  oh  ^elf  retum  to  thi  nav^v  he  (eni  a 
prejfent  to  Gama  of  the  moft  ^alnable  fpices^  of '  whkfa  (ha 
hoafUd  fuch  abundance^  that  the  PortagtKffe,  heftud/  if  they 
regarded . their  own  ihteref^^  would  feek  for -no' other  Indiiu-1.  : 
To  make  treaties  of  commerce' was  the  bufifief^  of  Gama<| 
Qne  ib  advantdgeous,  and  fo  delired  by  thenatives>  was[  therea 
fore  not  to  be  refufed.  -  I^ulfy  fatisfied  by  the  report  of  his  fpies^ 
he  ordered  to  weigh  anchor  and  enter  the  harbour.  His  own 
fhu^  led  the  way^  when  a  fudden  violence  of  the  tidt^ '  made 
GaoHi  i^pprehenfiye  of  running  aground.  He  therefore  ordered 
the  fails  to  be  furled  apd  the  anchors  to  be  dropt^  and  give  "A 
fignal  for  the  reA  of  the  fleet  to  follow  his  exam^ple;  -  This 
maiQ^euvre,  and  the  cries  of  the  failors  in  executing  it^  alailnedf 
ib^  Mpzambic  pilots.  Confcious  of  their  treach^^  they 
thought .  their  deiign  was  difcovered^  and  leapt  into  the  fea« 
.SfMaQ  boats  of  Mombaza  took  them  up^  and  refu£ftg  to  put 
*them  ',on^  board,  fet  them  fafely  on  fhpre,  though  iht  admi^ 
repeatedly  demanded  the  relldration  of  the  pilots.  ^  -Thefd^  cir-^ 
ettmftances,  evident  proofs  of  treachery,  were  farther  confirmed 
by r  th^  behayiour  of  the  king  of  Mombassa.  In'  the  middle  of 
tAiei  fkig^t  Oap)a  thoiight  he  neard  feme  noi&,  and  eh  examiti4-> 
tion,  '^und  his  fleet  furrounded  by  a  great  number  Qf-Moors^ 
who,  in  the  utmoft  privacy,  encklivoured  to  cut  his  cables* 
B<it  their  £:heme  was  defeated ;  and  ibme  Arabsi  \y3]ro*jremained 
on  board,  coafefled  that  no  Chriiliaaa  were  refldent  either^  ^at 

Quiloa 


•Qfe^^ft  <»(Mo»#az»v-  ThcJIpitpj  y^Jjiph  drove  th^  frojjn  thd 
PW  pl<»P«#r  ftB4jh^4r>fC;9iQap9  .at  tb<:  othcr^  wire  riot^  BehSd^ 
as  inasulfi^l4d9n$^/pf  )d^p  Diyinei  favour,  and  tjarfia; '  lidltf ing  o]*  - 
h^'hu^i  ^r)\tvr^\i,  afQribcdW?  fafcty  to  the  care'- bf'Pro^f^;^ 


h^  beeo  tQld>^ufhf!re  qwf^  op^erchants  from  India  f efbrted,  "In**' 
tJbeir  .vfajf  thifibfi^i  tj^ey^jtook- a  M^ooriih  veflel,  out  of  \tftifc4if 
Gamf  fele<5^;d  fo^rte^^.prifonerS|^,one  of  whom  he  jJcrccived-'fcfy' 
]m  mBin.tpj.bc  g  perfoaof  ^iftwdion.  By  this  Saraeeri,/^ma 
ww,ififqrmfi$i,,,f}iat.he  was  near. Mclinfla,  that  the  'ktttg  WaV 
hoipsititi^jc  ajid  celebrated  for  his  falth^  aild  that  fouir  ihi^s  ^^rohl 
IcvUri  CQHioianded  by  Chriftism  mafters,.  were  5fn  thati»*6biiti' 
iTiie.Sar^eA  alfo  offered  to  go  as  Gama's  m^enger  t0  the  Ising)' 
aoo  proinifpd  to  procure  hipi.  aq  able  pilot  to  conduA  him  ttt^' 
Calicut,,  the  chief  port, of  Indiai     .  J  '     '  ''' 

\  oAfi  lih?.  cpaft  of  Melindav  appeared,  to  be  dangeroixs,  Gatiif^ 
ahchorsd  jat  f]^me,.dii^aQqe  frpm:  the  city,  and  unVrillihg^  ^ 
Ibtaiard'a^iy  of  %  his  men,  he  landed  the  Saracen  on  an  iilarid  d{i^ 
pa&U  to  Meliada.i  This  was  obfcFved^  and  the  ftfanger  Was 
prougbt  before  the  ;king,  to  whom  he  gave  Co  favourable  aii 
Account  of  the  poUteneis  and  humanity  ofvGama,  that  api^e^ 
^at(Of  feveralfheeps  and  fruits  of  all  fbrts^  was  tent  by*hk'nAif^ 
jfitfty  to  tbe^^d(piral9  who  had  the  happinefs  to\fih4  the  'tlrtst^oF 
jwhat  Iw:  prifoner  had  told  h.im,  confirmed' by  the  ifhs^ers  of 
the  four  (hips. froip  India.  Thefe.werc  ChrilHanS  from  Cam-^ 
ibfkya,  Thqy  were  tranfported  with  joy  on. the  arrival  of  tbe 
|^ortug\iere^  ;and  g^ve  feveral  ufeful  inftru<!%ions  to  the  admifaL 
,.  Tbe.city.of  Melinda  was  fituatcd  in  a  fertile  jilain,  futrouind^ 
cd,  w:ith. gardens  aad  groves  of  orange- trees,  Wnofe  flowdjrs'dtf- 
fHfeda  roo^ /gral^eful  odojir.  The  paftures  were  covered  with 
herdsi  and  thehoufes  built  of  fquare  ftones,  were  both  elegant 
and.magpifiqent.  Defirous  to  make  an  alliance  with  fuci^a 
.ftato,.;.Gania  jequited  the  civility  of  t^e  king  with  greai^enc^* 
w>fi^ix.  l^e  drew  ncaret  th,e  fhore,  iin^  V^^^*  ^^^  inHrtieti^ds 
,^Ap^\<3iSy  f9f  ^^  If liiding  tO; wait  upo'h  .liis  jjiajtily  ta^perfctt^ 

*  It  afterwards  appeared,"t1iat  theMbdrilh  king  iX'^oiAbstii  h&d  6etn:itifQxnt4/Qi 
wBal  happed  at  Mozattbic«  indiAttnded  ta  teyea^Ht.hythc  («#;  ^p%p£^ /]f  ^^ 


fleet*' 
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r  N  T  R  O  D  U  C  T  I  O  K 


Hie  apology  was  accepted,  m4  the  kiiig^  whofe^e  tthd  infir^ 

mity  prevented  himfelf^  fent  his  fim  to  coti^Mulaoe  GMttc^i  Hkid 

enter  into  a  treaty  of  friendship.     The  prinee,  who  had  (cMat^ 

time  governed  under  the  direction  of  his  father,  came  ih  gi^at 

pomp.     His  drefs  was  royally  magnificent,  the  nobles  who  at* 

tended  him  difplayed  all  the  riches  of  iilk  and  embroidery^  and 

the  mufic  of  Melinda  refounded  all  over  the  bay«    Oama,  to 

cxprefs  his  regard,   met  him   in  rib6  admiral's  barge.     Th^ 

prince,  as  ibon  as  he  came  up>  leapt  into  it,  and  diftinguifliinr^ 

the  admiral  by  his  habit>  embraced  him  with  all  the  intimacy 

of  old  friendihip.     In  their  converfation,  which  was  long  and 

fprightly,  he  difcovered  nothing  of  the  barbarian,  fays  Ofo^ 

rius,  but  in  every  thing  ^wod  an  intelligence  Mid  politenefs 

worthy  of  his  high  tank.     He  accepted  the  fotiHfeen  Moors^ 

whom  Caatta  gave  to  him,  with  great  pieafurc.     He  feeraed  to 

f^iew  Cama  with  enthufiafm,  and  <:onfe(fed  that  the  make  of 

the  Portugucfe  fhips,  fo  much  Superior  to  what  he  had  feen, 

convinced  him  of  the  grea^nefs  of  that  people.     Ht  gave  Gama 

an  able  ^lot,  ^named  Melemo  Cana,  to  oonduift  him  to  Oalicutj 

and  requeued,  that  on  his  return  to  SUrope>  he  would  i:^!ry  an 

ambafiador  with  him  to  the  Cooit  of  Liibon.     During  the^^ 

days  the  ^eet  ftayed  at  Melinda,  the  mutual  friendfhip  increased, 

and  a  treaity  of  alliance  was  concluded.     Af>d  fiow,  on  April 

^2V  feigning  the  helm  tb  his  ndllful  and  honed  pilot,  Oama 

lioifled  fail  and  flared  to  the  north.     In  a  Sew  days  theypaffed 

the  Idne,  and  the  Portuguefe  with  extacy  beheld  the  appearance 

ef  their  native  flcy.  ^Orion,  Urfa  major  and  minor,  and  the 

other  ftars  about  the  northern  jK)k,  were  now  a  jftiore  joyful 

difcovery  than  the  fouth  |  pole  had  formerly  been  to  them. 


%  A  drcomftance  in  tbe  letters  of  Aine« 
Kgo  Vdptteci  deftrves  rettiBik.  Dcfcribing 
liis  vvjrtge  to  Ameiica.  leaving  |)aft  the 
linej  fays  he«  **  i  €9tne  tkfidirr/o   d'efire 

Autort  cbe  fignaffi  la  fteUa ^ddftrbus  to  be 

the  namer  and  difcoverer  of  the  pole  ilat  of 
Ihe  other  hemifphere,  I  loft  my  fleep  many 
bights  in  contemplating  the  ftars  of  the  other 
pcHe.'*  He  then  laments,  that  «is  his  in^ 
ifaraments'  could  not  difcover  any  ftar  of  lefs 
.  motion  th^n  tea  degrees*  he  had  not  the 
Tatisfaflioo  to  give  a  name  to  any  one.  But 
as  he  obferved  four  ftars^  in  form  of 'an  al- 
mond* which  had  but  little  motion,  he 
)ioped  in  hii  next  voyage  he  ihould  be  able 


to  mark  them  o«t,  —  All  thif  is  truly  corir 
ous;  'and  ai^ord^  a  good  cumincnt  da  the 
ttmftv^f  the  oiKii  nrho  had  the  art/o  de* 
fraud  Colombos,  by  ^ivi^g  his  own  name 
to  Axh^riCa ;  df  which  he  chj^en|;ed  the 
difi:ovct)r,  ^Near  fifty  years  be&e  tkt 
Toyafe  of  Ajnerigo  Vcfpucci.  the  Portu- 
guefe  had  crofled  the  line  $  and  Diaz  four- 
teen, tttd  OaffiH  ^netr  tlniee  years  bdbiir, 
had  doubled  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  had 
dift^vseKd.fevenaars  in  ,the  ^onfidlatios  of 
the  fou^  pole,  and  .irt)lB  the  appearance  of 
the  four  mold 'luminous,  had  giv^A  >t.^ 
name  of  The  Crofi^  a  figure  which  it  better 
refembles  than  that  of  an  almond* 


I  N  T  It  a  D  U  C  T  JO  N.  xlwi 

The  pilot  ttow  ftood  to  the  eaft»  through  the  Indian  occan^  and' 
after  failing  about  three  weeks,  be  had  the  happinefs  to  con«* 
gratutate  Gama  on  the  view  of  the  mountains  of  Calicut. 
Gama,  tranfported  with  extacy,  returned  thanks  to  heaven,  and. 
ordered  all  his  prifoners  to  be  fet  at  liberty,  that  every  heart 
might  tafte  of  the  joy  of  his  fuccefsful  voyage* 

About  two  leagues  from  Calicut  Gama  ordered  the  fleet  to 
aiKlK>r,  and  was  foOn  fin'rounded  by  a  number  of  boats.  By 
one  of  thefe  he  fent  one  of  the  pardoned  criminals  to  the  city. 
The  appearance  of  an  unknown  fleet  on  their  Coaft  brought 
immenfe  crowds  around  the  ftranger,  who  no  fooner  entered 
Calicut,  than  he  was  lifted  from  his  feet  and  carried  hither  and 
thither  by  the  concourfe.  Though  the  populace  and  the  ftranger 
were  alike  earneft  to  be  underftood,  their  language  was  unintel-* 
ligible  to  each  other,  till,  happy  for  Gama  in  the  event,  a 
Moorifh  merchant  accoflddhis  meflTenger  in  the  Spaniih  tongue* 
Th^  next  day  this  Moor,,  who  was  named  Monzaida,  waited  upon 
Gama  on  board  his  (hip.  He  was  a  native  of  Tunis,  and  the 
chief  peribn,  he  faid,  with  whom  John  II.  had  at  that  port 
contra^ed  for  military  ftofes.  He  was  a  man  of  abilities  and 
gt*eat  intelligence  of  the  world,  and  an  admirer  of  the  Portu- 
fi;^ej(b  valour  and  hon6ur.  The  engaging  behaviour  of  Gama 
heightened  his  efteem  into  the  fincereft  attachment.  He  offered 
fo  be  interpreter  for  the  admiral,  and  to  fcrve  him  in  whatever 
beftdes  he  might  poflibly  befriend  him.  And  thus,  by  one 
tf  thoft  unforefeen  circumftances,  which  often  decide  the 
gittttd^  events,-  Gama  received  a  friend,  who  foon  rendered 
him  the  ftK>ft  critical  and  important  ftrvicc. 
•'  At^the  firft  interview,  Monzaida  gave  Gama  the  fuUeft  in- 
fbrtttfttion  of  the  dime,  extent,  cuflxHns,  religions,  and  various^ 
riches  of  India,  the  commerce  of  the  Moors,  and  the  charader 
of  the  fovereign.  Calicut  was  not  only  the  imperial  city,  but 
th*'  gtcatrft  port.  The  king  or  Zamorim,  who  refided  here, 
was  acknowledged  as  emperor  by  the  neighbouring  princes  ^ 
and  as  his  teveuue  confifted  chiefly  of  duties  on  merchandise, 
he  had  always  encouraged  the  refort  of  foreigners  to  hi» 
harbourst. 

Heafed  with  this  promifing  profpeft,  Gama  fent  two  of  his. 
oflkers  with  Monzaida  to  wait  upon  the  Zamorim  at  his  palace 
of  Patfdarene,  a  few  miles  from  the  city.     They  were  admitted 

to 


/- 


I  N  T  no  P  U  CTION* 

to.  the  royal  apartincjit,.an4. delivered  their  embaffy  ;.,to  ., 

tht  Zamorim  replied^  that  the  arrival  of  the  admirdl  of  fo^at  a 
jpriike^as  Emmanuel»  gave  hiboi  inexpreflible  pleaifufo^  ahitiitC 
jhe  would  willingly  embrace  the  ofTered  alliance.  Ih  the  meaji*^ 
while^  as  their  prefent  ftation  was  extreatnly  dangerous^  !he  ad*' 
vifed  diem  to  bring  the  ihips  nearer  to  Pandarcne,  and  for  this 
Iparpofe  he  fent  a  pilot  to  the  fleet:  *     x 

A  felv  days  after  this,  the  Zamorim  fchl  his  firft'  nuhiftcr*.  or 
Catual,  attended  by  feveral  of  theNayrcs,  pr  nobility,  to  con- 
duct Gama  to  the  royal  palace.  As  an  interview  with  the  Za- 
feprim  was  abfolutely  neceflary.  to  compleat  the  purpofe  of  his 
voyage,  Gama,  immediately  agreed  to  it,  though ^  the  treachery 
he  had  already  experienced  fince  hi3  arrival  in  the  eaftern  feai^ 
ihewed  him  the  perfonal  danger  which  he  thus  hazarded,  t  He 
gave  his  brother  Paulus  and  Coello  ,the  comn^and  pf  the  flecl; 
iji  his  abfencej  and  in  the;  orders  he  left  them,  difplayed  a 
heroifm  fuperior  to  that  of  Alexander,^  when  he  crofTed .  the 
Granicbs.  That  of  the  Macedonian  was  ferocious  aiid  frantic, 
the  offspring  of  vicious  ambition ;  that  of  Gama  was  the  child 
ipf  the  .ftrongeft  reafon,  begotten  upon  the  moft  valorojus  mental 
'dignity  :  It  was  the  high  pride  of  honour,  a  pridci .  oJf  which 
the  man,  who  in  the  fury  of  battle  ca.n  rufli  on  to  the  mouth 
of  a  cannon,  may  be  utterly  incapable. 

The  revenue  of  the  Zamorim  arofe  chiefly  ffom  tl\e  traffic 
of  the  Moors ;  the  various  colonies  of  thcfe  people  were  com- 
bined in  one  interefl,  and  the  jealoufy  and  confternation  which 
his  arrival  in  the  eaftern  feas  had  fpread  among  them,  were  cir-* 
cumflances  well  knpwn  to  Gama :  And  he  knew  al^  what  he 
had  to  expedt,  both  from  their  force  and  their  fraud.  But  duty 
and  honour  required  him  to  compleat  the  purpofe  of  his  voyage. 
He  left  peremptory  command,  that  if  he  was  (Retained  a  pri- 
foner,  or  any  attempt  made  upon  his  life,  they  ihpuld  take  na 
ftep  to  fave  him,  or  to  reverfc  his  fate  j  to  give  ear  to  no  mef- 
fage  which  might  come  in  his  name  fqr  fuch  purpofe,  and  to 
^nter  into  no  negociation  on  his  behalf.  Though  they  wiu-q  to 
keep  fome  boats  near  the  (hpre,  to  favour  his  efpape  ijf  he  per- 
ceived treachery  ere  detained  by  force  j  yet  the  monvcnt;  (hat 
force  rendered  his  efcapc  impradticable,  they  wpre  tp  fet.,jf4il, 
and  carry  the .  tidings  to  the  king.  For  ks  this  was  his  pnly 
concern,  he  would  fufFer  no  riik  that  might  lofe>  man,  or  en- 
danger 
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Tif*!' 
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<flraen.    fie  went.  fShorc  wi(b,tAe^Catual,.  attenaed-  ooly  hr 


mis  own  mpa,.  for.  Ijc  wQ^la,  not  weaken  hw  jpccr,. 

e  been  jgreatlr  in  |us  ravour^  at  ^e  nrft  court^of  India, 
'^^^^fiffobh  as' landed, rne^  and.^thc  Gatual  Vcre  carried  k^^fcat' 
pomp,  in  ibfasj  .ujppn  men§  f^oiilders^^  to  tH&  chief  t^ni|^,^.ind 
iTOltti  rafcnce,*  amid  ihimenie  croudsi  to,tfie  royarpalace.'  The 
apairtmeht  and  drels.pf  the  ZamQrim  were  lucp  as  might;  beex- 
j^ftcdTrom'  the  luxury  and  wealth  of  India,  The  enapcrOf  lay 
reclined  rOh  a  ]i>agp^cent  couch|  furroiinded  with  hi^  nobility 
and  bfii'defs  of/ftatei     Gama  was  introduced  to  dim  by  a.vene-* 

fable  old  mdi^,  the  chief  Br^min.  ,  ,^15  i^^J^fty^  by.i^^V^^^ 
liod^  Appointed  the  Admiral  tQ  fi^j^n  one  ^of  tnc .  ftcgs^  of  Iiis. 
!ft#L^  aiid  then  demanded  jliis .  cmbaflyl^  ^t  wa^^  acaihfl:  the  cuf- 
tofiiof  his  country,.  Gama  replied,  to  deliver  hi?  ^  inJrt^u(fUp^ 
ill  a  jsublic  aflembly,  he^ therefore  deured  that  the  king  apa  a 
f&k  <A  ^his  mihifters  would  grant  him  a  private  audience.  This^ 
'^ak" complied  with,  and  Gaina,,.in  ^  manly  fpecch,  fetfortn^ 
^Tiy  i;reathcfs  of  his  foye'reign  Ecbmahual,  the  fame  he  Bad 
M&ra  tjf' the  Zamorim,  and  the  defire  he  had  to  enter  into  an 
dSKkiice  Xvith  ib  great  a  prince  j  nor  ^t^^r^' the  mutual  advantage^ 
oir  Aich^  treaty  omitted  Dyfthe  AdmiraL  The  Zamorim,  in  reply, 
pisJlfefled  great  eftcem  for  the  friendfhip  of  the  king  of  Portugal, 
arid  declared  his  readinefs.  to  enter  into. a  ftkndly  alliance,.  He 
fheh  ttfde^ed  the  Catuai  to  provide- proper  ,apartments  for  Gama 
iniiiSjOwn  houfe ;  and  having  prpmifcd  another  conference,  he 
3ifiKiin6i^T^^^  Admiral  with  all  the  appearance  of  fince^-ity, 
''  Ififii  charafter  of  this  monarch  is  ftronglv  marked  in  the 
hiftbry  of  I*prtuguefe  Afia.  .  Avarice, was  his  ruling  paflioijii 
he^WASi^liiaghty  or  mean,  bjold  or  timorou?,  as  his  intereijl  rofq 
of  *fetf  iii  *the  BallanCe  of  his  judgmeiit;  wavering  and  irrefo-^ 
liite  whenever  the  fcale^  feemed  doubt/ul  which  to  preponderate. 
Ite*^arf'plfcafed  with  the  profpeft  of  bringing  the  commerce  of 
fiirfbbc  t6'  his'^harboui'sVbutiie  was  alfo  influenced  by  the 
thrtats  OT  the  Moo;-s. ,  ^  .     ,  ,  ^ 

''Three  days  elapfed  ere  Gama  was  a^ain  permitted  to  fee  the 
Zahibf^m*  'At  this  fecond  audience  he  prefented  the  letter  and 
^efcnti^  df  fimmanuel.  The^letter  was  received  with , polite- 
TOfs,'  but  the .  prefehts  'were  vievrcd  with  ah  eye  of  contempt. 
1     '^     .        •-        '^-    '  h'  ^  '^  Gama 
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ii)iijf,afld  theretbte  -was  not  i*aij^Si|¥»i»s^U.KWf.  #ste 
jftien^ffilp  6f  Afftate,  whtM  Asjij^Mt  '■^fo,'?^  k»*ji»',WM, 
IffKnmci. ,  Yet-lhat  Indeed  hrbrOM^^BilftSftryWWfy'ft.'llj 
gifts,  the  ote*  of  the  frienaaip.tffpls  0V<SrSia*,  W  t}ie,«pni4 
mettcrfhiscbuntfy.  He  the^lehtl'iat^'tHeKni;n«;(«  rtved 
the  eottttMts  of  £finn!giud's  f'etter'td  thj  Motors,  and.tjti  kins} 
with  great  feeming  friendfhlb  isAf^dtjii^a'to^arffigaiiifttlw. 
perfidy  of  that  people.  Ana  at  this  time,;  it  is  j^ptil;  pK>t!»,Uif>. 
tbc  Zamotiiu  was  £ncere.  .     '  ;;        '    ,  .       ".v.'.; 

Every  hour  fince  the  arrival  bf  the  fl«f,  ttie  Moors  nisd  held 
ifecret  conferences.  That,Ofle  man  at  it'  might  not  return, was 
tb^  pu^dib  i'  and  every  itaethod  to  accbmplilli  this  lyas  ine^r 
l^ted.  To  inflaence  the  kWa|ainli,the  'Portuguele.'.^.'tffliKr 
nate  Oatna,  to-raife  a  genef^riAiurrei^ioo  to  deitroy  tU^  ^^iixpi 
flavy,  and, to  bribe,  the  fcafvialr,  were  defciwwed,  Api  Ar 
Catual,  the  jpailet  oif  thg,hbii(e  where  'Gabta  was  lodged,-  (IC- 
j^pted  the"tiTibe,|ahd  entered. into  tl^eirintereft.  .Of.  alj  tWe 
<5rc«taftimce8,  however;, Gaiaa  Was  ajiprifed  b^.liii  faitbfvl  in-, 
ttrpreter  T^onzaida,  .whofe  a^e£tipn  to  the  ibi-eign  A^o^ir^  ^ 
Moors  h'ubi^tc)  had  not  fa&eaed.  ThuS.informedi.aallJiaying 
obtained  the  feith  of  aa  alliance. from  the  fovcrciin  of  the  firft 
port  of  India,  Gatba  refolved  to  elude  the  plots  of  the,MborS( 
and  accbrdlnriy,  before  the  dawn,  he  fet  out  for  Pandiv^ne,..ii]! 
hope  to  get  aboard  his  ilcet  by  Tome  of  the  boats  which  he  ha4 
ordered  to  hover  about  the  ihore. 

Bat  the  Moors  were  vigilant..  .  His  efcape  was  jbainediately 
known,'  atid  the  Catual,  by  the.  king's  order,  purfped.  and  bcowbt 
hitti  back  by  force,  't'he  Casual,  however,  for  .it  waa^neceuary 
for  their  Ichenics  to  have  the  'fliips  in  their  ppwer,  behaved 
with  potitenefi  to  the  AdmlTai,  and  ptomifed  to  ufe.all  hi«,ia- 
feteft  in  his  behalf.        ,  .,  ■      ,    .',.    , 

*  IThe  eagetflefs  of  tbc.Moorsnpw  contfibute^  i9^v».^cty.^i 
Oama.  Th6ir  principal  merchants  Were  admjtt^.  to.  ,a  iormai 
aodiente,  when  one  of  their  orators  acCufed  the  Portfigi^eft;  as  a 
l^ation  of  fai^hlefs  plunderers  :  Garaa,  he  faid,  was.  an  .e^ed 
pirate,.  Wbo  had  'marked  his  courfe  with  blood  anddep;-edatioiv 
If  he  we're  hot  a  pirate,  Aill  there  w^  no  excuie.  fay  giving  iucK 
Warlike  fdreig'ners  any  footing  in  a  coiintry  already  fiippUed 
-with  all  that  nafeare  and  codi'merce  could  give.  He  expatiated 
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bn-tfie geevt  liBirvkei  «»ridk;b  the  M«iiiiili>trkd«f«  lf«d  ro(i(d<»^  to 

tka^itl  die  M oof«  wodM  laif<*  thi  Zamo^ini'A  Wt6;>  and  <Sifd 
ibmo  othqr  r«ll$0fli«iit,  if  les^pwMctCl^  A«l^<fbNlgti«ki»  an^  iht^ 
sAJthB coranieiiee of  Ua <!omiAfoMi«.      '  ^'-  '  ^"         i 

Howtvor !  l|«gga!*od  with  thefe  irgunMitta  Mid  ^tlMfttA,  'Ihfc 
,Zam(Mim  was  not  blind  to  the  felf-intereft  and  ni^lie^  ^f-  th^ 
Moon;  He '  th«nff«it«  ■  orc^d;  that  tl^  sftc(txfi4l  tHdbtd  <(nce 
BKWO  be  broui^'  bfefiwt'hiA.  Iti  fhb  riikiii^iU  the  CiHixii 
tried  many  ftrattgtomts  to- get  fhe  dee«  lAto^ie-htHrb0fi#>  j  ehd'a^ 
laft.  In  tnt  nimtf  of  hto matter,  #nttd«  aA-^M^kile 4i(Ma9Kl  diat 
therailt<  flbd  <rudd«f«  {hook!  b<»  dellv^rsd  vtp,'  ai  the  ciledgi  dif 
C^Ba'shoncAy.  '  Bbt  lliefil  demands  wefe  asab^btatety  ireful^ 
hfGMAHt'iitho  ftilt  ^  Iktei*  to  hi»  bMifher  by  Monsaida,  eit4 

thlt'^hi*  fkte^itf  hini  ^j$  eontem,  that-  he  was'o^ily^unham^ 
left  th*  fruits  of  att'^^eh-  Atigue  aiid'  daggers  'fflouM  boleif 
ASktf  two  cbys  i%ent  i»  «ai<i  aSter^a^fi'^li  the  Catci^,  Gaihi 
vna  l»0{fght  ail  a  prffeMr  before  the-kii^.  The;lah^¥e««a^ 
Uf  acDf^iofi,  upbraided  4»tA  wi4k'  iielh^^o^p!iaRc<e  ^  ihe'^fS-i- 
queftt>d^l8  toilnifterf  yet  ut^gedhinor,  if  he^wefe  id  exde  or  jflhti^i 
1i>«Di$fe/^fro^y/fo'\^hidl-' eift  he-  fH<omiftd  to  take  hiin  into 
hie  ftrvie^  and  highly  }>Mmote  hti^'oh4<<(<«iunt  of  Miab{Iitie$^: 
But  Oa»ia,'who  wid»  great  ^irit  had  baffled  all  the  ft^ata^eths 
of  the  GaMid,  iNihaved  wi^  the  kmc  nndaunted  brave^  before 
iSaic  king.  Heafbrted-  hk  innoeencd,  pointed  out  tH£  mailed 
of  fho  M*ori»  and  the  iMprobabttity  of  hi^  piracy;  boafted 
•f  the  faftty  of  hi^  ^t,  ;6lFeredhis  fife  rathei'  tht^n  Mf  Cn^i 
tmi'-  fiUdklera,  aiid '  Concluded  with  treats  in  the  nfame  of  his 
Ipirereign.  't'he  Zamorim,  dnrrng  the  whole  conference,  eyed 
OaMtt!  with  tile  keeneft-atteitlSon,  -and  dearly  perceived  in  his 
QflllBHilferiftiftiMn  ^e  dignity  of  truths  and  the  confciotnfhefs 
AiK'llbiwaff  tiieAdnilriil  of  a  great  monai'cti;-  in  th^ir  late  ad-o' 
diiA»'t^'4^(foor«'had  >treated'>^h^''Zamorini'~as  Ibib^bwhat  de- 
pKWkif^^liptfii  theihy  and  he  ^  that"  a  coiilmerce  with  h^tiet, 
naillSlM^iWOtA!  certainly  teflon  their  dangeti>t^  importance.  Hi^ 
sMMflM-'Ai^ingly  defired  the  eommcl^e  6f  fVnttt^a!';  and  his 
fti&aymi'^iMer^  ih^huthbTIng^ilie  Moa%.'-  Af^  tAinny'^to^ 
pofals,  it  was  at  laft  agreed,  that  of  his  twelve  attendants  he 
ihould  leave  feven  as  hoHftagM/  lha«  ^i^at  goods  were  aboard  his 
'■•   ''  .  h  z  fleet 


:lu  I^N  TIL  O  DU  cir  roH. 

to  .lit«  &ip»:  aftpr  whK&  thpDtt«»ty  «fi  conuiifiri^  aod  «attiaMl 
W&  tOi2>«  finally  fettled.  \  Afid  thttSi  Mfaca-  tho^liTafiuiiNtDtt^itf 
'G1K114  foemed  ioevitabte,  ^<lhfir!^MifQci^!  ittddcnl^drQpt'.theiii^ 
mandbf  the  fails  and  the  jriid4cr«»  r^&i^d  h>m;;ftimi  hbi  dihi 
t0«mined  eoepues,  and  reAQrod-him  to  lil^ty  iMi4the;comittliid 

of' his  liayy. .  :-  •..'•    ..r.-  '.'J   i.:'-.i  :...i   ^  ,  ^/  .  :.'iij:o/I-^ 

As  foon  as  he  ifras  :abparid'f  theigMd^^^wmAiliifiifcd,  aixroih^ 
panied  by  a  letter  from  Gama  .to;  th«;^(tiariiiur  ifrhetfeiarKft 
boldly  complained  of  tla4  tri^acHetyrof  the.QftfOfl^  /:ThfiiZAMH 
rim>  iaanfwer^  promised  ftoQiak^  «nquiiy» .  aod:  td  piinifli  hBdaft 
if  guilty^  but  did  nQthing  in  the  aiSak*.  iGftm^*  -who.  hidmMf 
anchored  nearer  to  the  city^  every  d«[y  f^nt.t^lro  or  three. dtfitite&t 
perfons  on  fome  bufiAtef^  to  QaUcnt^  that  99  inab^'oC  .his.meii 
as  poffible  might 'be  able.tO  &1^  ^bme  itcqonnt  of  lodm.-  :.T&l 
MoorSi  in'  the  meanwhile,  ^i^Y^iy, day  ^iTi^ult^.  the; ears: dfj the 
king»  who,npW;began'to.YniveM  'lyhon  Q«ma/who  had  given 
Sycxy  propf  of  hisrdeftre  of  peace  and  ^lenddap,:  fisntranoifaeit 
letter,  in^which  h^  reqii^fted *  the; Zamorim  to,  p^imit;  fatto.tv 
leave,  a  conful  at'  Cdlcut*  to  manage  the  .affairs ,  of  king  JSa&n 
manoeL  But  \o  this  request:,  the  moft  r(;afonabl«  MAilt^rs^ 
conumercial  treaty,  the  Zamoiim  returned  a  refufal  fiiU  of  rage 
and  indignation. ,  Gama>  now  fully  mafter  of  the  charaAer  o£ 
the  Zacnorim,  refplved  to  treat  a  man  of  fuch .  an .  incooftant 
diihonoarable  difpofition  with  a  contemptuous  filence. .  This 
contempt  was  felt  by  the  king,  who  yielding  to  the  advii^eof 
^e  Catual  and  the  entreaties  of  the  MoQrs^  feized  the  Portii-^ 
guefe  goods,  and  ordered  two  of  the  feyen  hoftages,  the  two 
whoiiod/the  charge  of  the  cargo,  to  be  put  in  iri9iis.  .  ThQ  Ad^ 
miral  remoaftrated  by  the  means  of  Monzaid^  but  the  king 
itill  perfifted  in  his  treacherous  breach  of  royal  fkith%  JR^epea^ 
folicifiations  made  him  more  rhaughty^  and  it  w]sts  now  the  dn^ 
and  intereil  of  Gama.to  ufe  fprce.  He  took  a  ve^l^  in  wUchi 
Trere  fixNayres  or  noblemen,  *  and  nineteen  of  their  fervaats«, 
Thefervaats  he.&t .afhore  to  relate  thetidingSi,  ^enobletneni 
he  debu]^d«.  As  foop  as  the  news  had  time  to  iprQadifhroitgh. 
thef  city,  he  hoifted  his  fails,  and^  though  with  a  ikmr  metiony. 
feemed  to  proceed  on  his  homeward  voyage*    Tjie  icalywaa. 


now 
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JlMii^i'liriAVii^  ihe  Metini^  bf  the  ctLptiv^  tvoblatMh  4^ 
MmiM  dn^  l«l«:e>  and  lordly ^cca(yd  the  ^U^^yfijbb  MtiogA 
l^bciiikgflfiiMthc^^rpUx^  of  a  h$ia^hty^  zvMtieoH 

weak  prince^  Aitel  ^fter  Oaimft,  delivered  Up  all  the  hoAstgcsli 
ftttd  fi;rt>miltld-tcl  hrs  pfDpofal^^  nay>  even  folicitated  tharcjn 
agem  UttSuldJbe^fcft^  and  evcA^  ddfcenddd  to  the  meannef&ofai 
palpable  lie.  The  two  fa3:ors,  he  faid^  he  had  put  in  iroris> 
ofs^t^deti&riftbkm  tiH' he  m  letters  to  his  brother 

fiinmaimel>  afld^the  jgioodd  he  had  kept  on  fhcre*  that  an  agen^ 
migfaf  ht  i^nt  to  diipbfe  of  them.  Gama^  however,  perceived 
a  xnyfterioQs  trifling,  and,  previous  to  any  treaty,  kififted  upon 
thereiloratibnc^- the  goods.  •  m  .  h 

"  ^^lie  dfl^  after  thi6  ^fercation  Monisaida  came  aboard  the' fleet 
in  ]^eat  pertirfbation;  The  Moors,  he  fald,  had  raifed  great 
oddimotion^  and  had  enraged  the.kirig  againft  the  Poptuguefe. 
IShe  -king't  fiiips  were-  getting  ready,  and  a  numerous  MoorSli 
fleet  from  Mecca  was  daily  expeiSred.  Td  delay  Gama  till  thit 
fbrb&  arrivied,  «wsis  the  {^ufrpofe  of  the  court  and  of  the  Moots^ 
who  wer«  m>w  confident  of  fucteis«  Tis  thi&  information  Mon^ 
saida  added,'  that  the  Mo^ira,  fufpeding  his  attachment  to 
Gama,  had  determined  to  aflaflinate  him.  That  he  had  nar^ 
fowly  efbdped  frbni  them  i  that  ic  waa  impoffibl^e  for  Ilim  to  re-» 
cover  his  etkSt$,  and  thafe  his  cniy  hope  wis  in  theprateftion 
of  Gama.  Gama  rewarded  him  with  the  friendihip  ho  merited, 
took  him  with  him,  as  he  deflred>  to  LiA>on,  and  procured 
him  a  recompencC' for  his  fervtces. 

Almoft  immediately  after  Monzaida^  feven  boats  arrived^^ 
loaded  with  the  goods,  and  demanded  the  reftoration  of  the 
captive  noblemen.  Gama  took  the  goods  on  board,  but  refused 
ta  examine  if  they  were  entire,  and  alfo  refufed  to  deliver  the 
priibners.  He  had  been  promifed  an  ambaflador  to  his  fove-* 
tdffi,  be  faid,  but  had  been  fo  often  deluded,  he  could  truft 
f ach  a  faithle&  people  no  longer,  and  would  therefore  carry  the 
captives  in  his  power  to  convince  the  king  of  Porftigal  what 
infoits  and  injuflice  his  ambaflfador  and  admiral  had^fuflPered 
from .  the  Zamorim  of  Calicut.  Having  thiis  difnuffed  the 
Indiaas,  he  fired  his  cannon  and  hoifted  bis  fails. »-  A  calni, 
however^  detained; him  on  thecoafl:  fomr  days,  and  the  Zamo- 
rim  fei^ing  the  opportunity,  fent  what  veflels  he  could  fit  out^ 
twenty  of  a  larger  fize,  fixty  in  all,  full  of  armed  men,  to  at« 

tack 
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tack  him.  Though  Gama's  canmm  wer«  welV  pl«;(tdt  coafidAAi 
of  theh-  numbers,  they  preffed  on  to  ho^fd  hk^b  wh$A  4  £9dAm 
temptH,  which  Gaoia's  ibip«  tfc4p  out  ia  faf(Qfy»  iwifcfiibly  diir 
perfed  the  Indian  fleet,  and  compleated  their  ndn* 

After  this  vii^ory  the  Admiral  made  a  halt  at  a.  little  iflaad 
near  the  ihore^  where  he  ereded  a  croA  *m  bearing,  the  ntnv 
and  arms  of  his  Portuguefe  majefty.  And.  frQQi  thk  plMe»  hj 
the  hand  of  Monzaida^  he  wrote  a  letter  to  the  2lainor«QQ(» 
wherein  he  gave  a  full  and  cirpwwftantial  accowit  q(  ^  thft 

Slots  of  the  CatDal  and  the  Mpoca^ ,  $tilla  however^  he  profeficd 
h  defire  of  ^  commercial  treaty,  and  promtfed  to  represent 
the  Zamorim  in  the  bed  light  to  Emmanuel.  The  psubo«t» 
he  faid^  ^ouM  be  kindly  uMd;, .  were  qnly  kiif%  M  .amb^dbra 
to  his  fover^ign,  and  ihould  be  rctwoed  to.  India  when,  they  were 
enabled  from  experience  to  give  ^n  account  of  Portugal^  t'ho 
letter  he  fent  by  one  of  the  captives^  who  by  tbia  moutf  ob-- 
tained  his  Uberty. 

The  fame  of  Qama  had  now  fpread  over  the  Indiao  feas>  and 
the  Moors  were  Qvery  where  intent  on  hia  deilru^tion.  As  be 
was  neu  thp  ihore  of  Anchediva*  he  beheld  tJbe  appearance  of  a 
floai^ng  iflc|.  covered  with  trees»  advance  towivds  hua«  But  hia 
pr^denfuc  waa  not  to  be  thiia  deceived.  A  bold  pirate,  named 
TimoJAft  .by  Unking  togiether  eight  ve0els  full  m  men  and  c(h 
vered  with  gveen  boughs,  thought  to  board  him  by  furpriEC*^ 
But  GaoQa')$  cannon  made  feven  of  them  fly ;  the  eighths  loaded 
with  friiits  and  provifion,  h^  took*  The  beautinil  ifhnd  of 
Anchediva^  .now  ofl^ed  a  eonv^ient  place  to  careen  his  (hips 
and  refrpih  his  men«  While  he  ftaid  here,  the  firft  minifter  of 
Zabaja  king  of  Goa,  one  of  the  moft  powerful  princes  of  India» 
came  on  board,  and  in  the  naioe  of  his  mafter» .  coogratu-* 
lated  the  Admiral  in  the  Italian  tongue*  Provi&onSf  ame  amd 
money  Vfere  offered  to  G»0a,  and  he  was  entreated  to  accept 
tho  friendihip  of  Z^b^.  The  Admiral  was  ftruck  with  admi^ 
ration^  the  addrei^  and  abilities  of  the  miniver  appeaised  focon- 
fpicuous.  He  faid  he  was  an  Italian  by  births  JMlia  failiu[  to 
Greece,  had  beeq  tak«B  by  pirates,  and  after  varibua  ni^^r'- 

*  It  was  the  cuAoin  of  the  firft  ditenr^n  one  ta  acGeoraa^aft  Hftrirnhk,  ortt  to 

to  ereft  crofles  or  places  remarfcable  io  tkeir  St:.  Stephen^  at  MeUnd«i  ooe  to^  St.  Ga* 

vtiyage.    Gama  erected  fix ;  one,  defeated  brief,  at  Cilicuty  and  one  t»  St.  Mary,  ac 

t»  St.  Aapbael,  at  tbcilver  of  Good  Signa,  the  tilani  thMc^^ntHMid,  nmr  Atecbetfm. 

.   ,  tunes. 
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tenbfi,  had  feoeq  neoeffittted  to  enter  into  the  fcrvie^  of  ^  j^^ 
hammedan  prince,  the  noblenefs  of  whofe  difpofi tion  he  cam- 
niendcd  i)i  tne  Hgheft  tehns.  Yet,  wttfa  all  his  i^bilitios^  <3aiha 
pitretred  an  «rlxul  inqiiifidvenefs,  that  namelefs  fohiething 
y&hkdtt  doos  oot  accom^ny  fisttjple  honeftj.  After  a  lotr^  con- 
ftre6de^«  Oiima  aliraptly  upbraided  liim  as  i  fpy»  aM  ordered 
kite  to  ttt  out  to  the  tortcrre*'^  Abd  this  foofx  brought  a  confef^ 
fion,  that  nt  was  t  Polonian  Jew  by  birth,  and  was  ftnt  to  ex*- 
mAnc  tht  ftrettj^tK  b£  the  ifleec  by  Zabajo,  who  was  nraftering 
^1  his  pdwer  to  attack  the  Ptottvuefe.  Gama  on  this  knme- 
diotely  ittiaii,  and  todk  the  {fy  along  with  him,  who  ibon  after 
was  baptized^  ^nd  named  Jafper  de  Gamii,  thre  Admiral  being  his 
godi^her.  Afteiwards  he  bscaine  of  great  fervice  to  EmmanueL 
Oatna  now  flood  wefbnard  tiarough  the  Indian  ocean,  and 
after  bbZng  long  ddaved  by  cafaiis^  airirdd  off  Magadoxa,  on  the 
Goaft  df  ARrfca.  This  place  was  a  principal  port  of  the  Moors ; 
he  cbere£tre  lertlkd  the  wails  of  the  city  with  his  cabnon,  and 
burned  and  deftroyed  all  the  fhips  i&  the  harbour.  Soon  after 
thii  he'defciied  ei^bt  Moorifli  vefi^ls'  belit-ihg  down  ttpon  him ; 
his  iR*tiliery,  howerer,  ibon  made  them  ufe  their  oars  in  digSit^ 
iior  coiM  Ount  6Mittke  any  of  tlienti  for  want  d£  wind.  The 
Instable  Wboar  xsi  Melinda  wa^  the  next  jd^ace  he  rebched* 
Hii  men>  ftlmoft  worn  xnt  with  fati^e  aikd  fidcn^^  here^- 
cdtttdt  a  feebfid  tkne,  every  dSftance  whidk  an  acconrnUftecI 
and  gMeroa^  |Aince  cbuld  beftow.  And  haViiigtafe^  an"^^ 
faaflifor  ^n  hiAtiy  he  again  let  £ttt>  in  ho^  chM:  he  might  paft 
ilie  df^  of  Gdod  Hope  wiklle  tUe  favMinMe  weather  c6n« 
tladed,  fyt  hia  Itc^qfaaintancei^itfi  the  ^Aerir  fens  now  fuggeih»l 
to  him,  that  the  temfttfbmu^  ftafoii  mtu  pericaiicaL  '  9m>]k  after 
be  act  fitil  hi«  bf««hdr's  Alp  Ai«dt  qa  %  And  banky  and'wasr 
burnt  by  order  of  the  admiraU  Riff  bratlMr  ahd  (part  ^F  lbs 
arc^lb^Wbk  ifttA  hjs  owh  fhip»  the  reft  he  ibnt  wi  irnmrfi^of 
OmUh  i  tibf  were  rnor d  hands  nbw  aliv«  than  w^  neceflHry  tv 
itoait  the  i#o  vdS!ek  v^hieh  remained.  Havtvig  takm  «n  pro^* 
vifions  at  ^  ifltfnd  of  ^antibar,  wh«t«  th^  wet%>4tfindiy  enteir«r 
tailed  by  a  MeikatE^medkn  fcilvcc  <tf  thie  hmtftlSt  wtth  the  king 
of  M^Tttlti;*tfaey  fiifely  4kMMed  ih«  t?a|te  of  ^o^  H«pe  bn 
Apt^l  ft6,  i499>  and  continued  4il\  they  reached  dhe  iflaad  of 

3t.  lagA  {fi  ^^AlMuralsfc  «»feat)y»p.    ^i  ik  tefi»fp«<^  h9ps  ftpmttd 

thfe  ttre^  "ihips^  tfnd  j^amCkka^  and  j&Dtllo  s^^  opportunity  ta 

ftiew 
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ihew  the  goodnefs  of  their  hearts/  in  a  manner  'which  does 
honour  to  numan  nature. 
'  The  Admiral  was  now  near  the  Azores>  when  Paiilus  de 
Gama,  long  worn  with  fatigue  and  ficknefs^  was  unaUe  to  en** 
dure  the  motion  of  the  fhip.  Vafco,  therefore^  put  into  the 
irtand  of  Tercera,  in  hope  of  his  brother's  recovery.  And  iiich 
was  his  aiFe<ftion>  that  rather  than  leave  him,  he  gave  the  com* 
mand  of  his  fhip  to  one  of  his  officers.  But  the  hope  of  re^- 
covery  was  vain.  John  de  Sa.  proceeded  toLifbon  with  the  flag- 
fliip,  while  the  admiral  remained  behind  to  foothe  the  death 
bed  of  his  brother^  and  perform  his  funeral  rites.  Coello,  in  the 
mean  while,  landed  at  Liibon,  and  hearing  that  Gama  was  not 
arrived, imagined  he  might  either  be  (hip wrecked  or  beating  about 
ill  diftrefs.  Without  ieeing  one  of  his  family,  he  immediately 
fet  fail,  on  purpofe  to  bring  relief  to  his  friend  and  Admiral. 
Hut  this  generous  deiign,  more  the  cffeA  of  friendship  than 
}uft  confideration,  was  prevented  by  an  order '  from  the  king/ 
ere  he  got  out  of  the  Tagus. 

The  particulars  of  the  voyage  were  now  diffiifed  by  Coello, 
and  the  joy  of  the  king  was  only  equalled  by  the  admiration  of 
the  people.  Yet  while  all  the  nation  was  fired  with  zeal  to  ex-f 
prefs  their  efteem  of  the  happy  Admiral,  he  himfelf,  the  man 
who  was  fuch  an  ehthufiaft  to  die  fucceis  of  his. voyage,  that 
he  would  willingly  have  facrificed  his  life  in  India  to  fecure  that 
fuccefs,  was  now  in  the  completion  of  it  a  dejeded  mourner. 
The  conipliments  of  the  court  and  the  (houts  of  the  flreet  wenei 
irkfome  to  him,  for  his  brother,  the  comp  toion  of  his  toils  and* 
dangers,  .was  not  there  to  (hare  the  joy.  As  foon  as  he  had 
waited  on  the  king,  he  ihut  himfelf  up  in  a  lonely  houfe  near 
the  fea  fide  at  Bethlehem,  from  whence  it  was  fometime  ere  he' 
was  drawn  to  mingle  in  public  life. 

During  this  important  expedition,  two  years  and  altnoft  two. 
months  elapfed.  Of  i6to  men  who  went  out,  only  55  returned*) 
Thefe  were  all  rewarded  by  the  king.  Goello  was  penfiooedt 
with  100  ducats  a  year  :and  made  a  fidalgo,  or  gentleman  of 
the  king's  houfhold,  a  degree  of  nobility  in  Portugal.  The 
title  of  Don  was  annexed  to  the  family  of  Vafco.  de  Gama j 
he  was  appointed  admiral  of  thp  eaftern  feas,  with ..  an  annual 
ialary  of  3000  ducatSy  ^d  a  part  of  the  king's  arms  was  added, 
to  his.      Public   thankfgiyi^igs    to  heaven  \yere    cekbrated* 

throughout 
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throughout  the  churches  of  the  kingdom,  and  fea^s,  interludes, 

and  chivalrous  entertainments,  the  tafte  of  that,  age,  den^on- 
ilr^ted  the  joy  oif  Portugal. 

;  As  the  prophetic  Song  ^  in  the  tenth  Luiiad  requires  a  com-- 
pientary,.  vre  mall  now  proceed  to  a  compendious  hiilpry  of  the 
negociations  and  wars  of  the  Portuguefe  in  India ;  a  hiftory,. 
though  very  little  known,  of  the  utmoil  importance  to  every 
commercial  ftate,  particularly  to  that  nation  which  now  com*, 
mands  tlf e  trade  of  the  Eaft. 

.  The  power,  intereft,  and  difpofition  of  the  Moors,  the  maf- 
ters  of  the  eaflern  feas,  pointed  out  to  Emmanuel  what  courfe  he 
ought  to  follow,  if  he  intended  to  reap  either  honour  or  ad- 
vantage froni  the  difcovery  of  India.  The  accumulated  trea- 
chery of  the  Moors  had  kindled  a  war ;  force  was  now  necef- 
fary ;  a  fleet  therefore  of  thirteen  fail  and  1 500  men  was  fitted 
out  for  India,  and  the  command  of  it  given  to  an  experienced, 
officer,  Pedro  Alvarez  de  Cabral. 

The  chief  inftrudUons  of  Cabral,  vvcre  to  enter  into  a  treaty* 
of  friendihip  with  the  Zamorim,  and  to  obtain  leave  to  build  a* 
fort. and  factory  near  Calicut.     But  if  he  found  that  prinQe  ftill 
perfidipus  and  averfe  to  an  alliance,  he  was  to  proceed  tp  hof-- 
tilities  on  the  firft  inftance  of  treachery. 

Cabral,  in  this  voyage,  was  driven  to  America  by  a,  tempeft, 
and  was  the  firft  who  difcovered  the  Brazils,  As  h^.  doubled 
the  fouth  of  Africa^  he  encountered  a  moft  dreadful  ftorm  ;  the  i 

heavens  were  covered  with  pitchy  darknefs  fpr^  many  days,  and; 
the  waves  and  winds  vied  with  each  other  in  noife  and  fury. 
Four  ihipfi,  with  all  their  crews,  peri(hed;  among  whofn.was. 
the  celebrated  Bartholon^w  Diaz,  the  di£:overer  of  the  Cape 

of  Good  Hope,  which,   as  if  prophcftic  of  hi?  fate,   he  had.  J 

named  the  C^pp  of  Tempefts, 

,  When  Cabral  reached  the  coaft  of  Zofal^,  he  h^d  only  fix: 
^ip^.  Hfire  he  engaged  two  Moorifti^veflels,  ladeu.  moilly  with, 
gold  duft,  and  took  them.*  But  fin^ing^they  wer^,t:pmmanded; 
byy.and  bdqngcd  to  Fbteyma,  an  uncle  of  the  king  of  Melinda,; 
he.  not  only  reftored  the  prizes,  but  treated  the,  Xeqije  with  theJ 
greateft  cour^fy.  At  Mozambique  he  agreed  with  9  pilqt  toi 
condudl  him,  to  X^loa.  The  kin^  pi  this  place  ancj  th?  admirall 
had  a  pompous  intef  vi^w.  An  alliance  was  fqUrpnly  qpuclud^d,: 
But  Homeris,  brother  to  the  king  of  Mclinda,  vaa  ^t  Quiloa ;  and. 
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tiy  him  Ctbral  was  informed  ef  a  treacherous  preparation  to 
attack  him^  As  his  deftination  was  for  Calicut^  nc  del^d  re- 
venge, and  proceeded  to  Melinda.  Here  he  landed  the  Melin- 
dian  amba0ador>  who  had  been  lent  to  Portugal  i  and  here  his 
generous  treatment  of  the  Xeqne  Fotejma  ftrengthehed  the 
^end/hip  and  good  offices  whicn  had  begun  with  Oama. 
.  When  he  arrived  at  Calicut,  whether  he  was  eoodadled  bjr 
two  Melindian  pilots,  he  itn^  Ayres  C3orrea  on  fhore  to  fettle 
the  manner  how  the  Zamorim  and  the  admiral  were  to  me^. 
Six  principal  Bramins,  whofe  names  were  brou|;ht  fron)  Pbr- 
tpgat  by  the  advice  of  Monsaida^  were  gt^/«n  as  hoftages  for  the 
falety  of  the  admiral  \  and  the  Indian  noblemen^  who  h^d  been 
carried  away  by  Garaa,  were  returned.  After  mugh  <telay  with 
the  wavering  Zamorim,  a  commercial  alliaqce,  by  vr^ich  the 
Fopftuguefe  velfels  were  to  receive  their  lading  before  thoie  of 
aiiy  other  nation,  was  jfblemnly  confirmed  }!rj  oath,  vA  a  hoafe 
wa,s  appointed  as  a  fadory  for  the  Portuguefe;  pf  whlph 
Qorrea^  with  foventy  men  under  his  command^  took  immediate 
poiTeffion. 

The  hiftory  of  an  infant  fettlement  is  like  that  of  Infant 
]R.o^ }  if  the  (inalleft  circumftanees  are  not  attended  to,  the 
it^tfift  fprings  of  action  eicape  us,  and  we  are  fure  to  b^  led 
ii^o  error*  Cabrars  fleet  was  to  be  laded  with  fpicery  \  but  the 
](|ponfli  merchants,  ftill  intent  on  &e  ruin  of  their  rivals  the 
Ej^iig»e£&,  did  every  thing  in  their  power  to  retard  it,  in  hope 
^  another  rupture.  While  promiies  to  Cabral  trifled  away  the 
tfjQie,  the  Zamorim  defired  his  affiftance  to  take  a  large  (hip 
bdtonging  to  the  king  rf  Cochin,  who  not  only  intended  to 
invade  his  dominions,  but  alio  had  refufed  to  fell  him  an  ele- 
phant which  was  now  aboard  that  (hip.  There  were  two 
Moorifh  agents  with  whom  Cabral  was  obliged  to  tranfa£b  bu0- 
w^. .  To  Coje  Bequi  he  paid  the  greatcft  reiped,  for  he  foui>4 
him  n»oft  worthy  of  it ;  but  Cemircci,  the  other,  pretending 
great  friendflnp  to  Cabral,  advifcd  him  by  all  means  to  gratify 
t|^  2iHnorim  by  taking  the  fliip  of  Cochin.  This  vcflcl  wa^ 
large  and  f»n  of  foMters,  but  Cabral  appointed  ^  one  of  his 
foalleft,  commanded  hy  Pedro  Ataide,  not  a  fixth  part  of  her 
fiat)  to  attack  her.  When  At»de  firft  made  towards  the  enemy^. 
the  bidiaa  ioA^lted  him  vwth  every  fign  of  reproach ;  bat  the 
P<»tugue&  cannon  drove  her  into  the  port  of  Can«ior>  a  place 
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tatty  tuAUi  fo  the  nofth  of  Cilkut.    Hert  (he  lay  all  the  night, 

trhil«  Ataidft  Watehtd  the  tndUth  ai  the  harbour  %  sitid  fearing 
td  be  btiMt  in  th«  port)  in  th«  mdmitif  (he  again  took  to  ies. 
Bat  Atftide  foon  camt  up  with  hen  ^^  by  th<  delcfiif^s  ufe^ 
hii  artilkiy,  tfltide  h«r  m«r  whM  edttrft  hti  pleif^d,  afid  ftt  kft 

dtovc  hef  m  tf iutnph  before  htm  into  the  harbdur  dt  Gftli^ut. 
I^his  aSftif  WM  of  great  eonle^uenee  to  the  l^oftuguef^^    it 

not  only  raifed  a  high  idea  of  theit  VilOUf  m4  att  of  Wit-,  btit 

it  difeovei^  a  feene  of  ti-eaehery,  uid  gave  thrift  4  mdft  bene- 
fidal  opportunity  to  di/ptay  their  iftte^ity  ^nd  honouf .  Wh€A 
Cabfal  eon^eri^d  with  the  daptirest  he  found  that  thtt  ^dry  tif 
the  elephant  aind  the  invtifiM  were  Mfbt  and  thai  they  had  beeA 
^itAcd  by  Oe£nf#etf)  thsit  the  Ftmu^OHit  a  <^t  of  lawieft 
piriteij  intended  to  atttttk  thetn.  On  tnis,  Cabral  not  dniy  i-e*- 
itored  the  fhip  t«  the  king  ef  C6<^{n,  but  piiid  fee  what 
dMM^  fhe  hiid  ftiftoined,  und  bfitoedi  htnk  hd  h«id  beeri  idkiftd 

by  the  villainy  «f  tife  MoOrS. 

The  ^unorim  prelefl'ed  the  freiteft  adMiritiM  «^  the  t>Of  M^ 
guefe  tsdour,  yet  while  he  pt^ete^ded  i»  ^Ifae  thei#  fi^efidffii^ 
At  the  higheft  rate,  he  n(ed  evei-y  aH  to  delay  the  la^ng  of  ihe^ 
fiiips.    Twenty  Aip  #a»  the  IhKe  ftiputi^ci  fot  thy  purpc^6; 

but  three  nurtith^  wei'e  n6w  eldpibd^  «nd  Aofhide  doiie.-  Cabrdt 
ftver&l  time  eoMplained  td  the  ZiiAdtlM  <)f  the  kftkie^mttti' 

while  h^  coAld  obf ikiti  imi  eiM>g;<y.  The  ZiUtidHcn  <^MhpiiiinM  df 
1^  at^  of  (be  Moor»i  and  gate  CAbf  id  aft  e^der,-  en  ^&yhig  for 
the  goods,  ia  unlade  wh«tev«f  ModfKh  velTeh  he  pteded,  H!^' 

Cd  fupp^y  his  bWn.  Cabrid,  hoWev^f,  Wa§  ^p#eh«l»fiVe  ^ 
ibme  ^ep  d^fign,  «ifd  dd^yed  (o  pu«  this  efde^  id  escecuiftdn  i' 
ttt^ed  by  Cuffea,  Who  feydfdy  np^ftidid  hkh  with  tf^eCt' 
df  ^rity,  hd  «( la^  Ctltii  i  veflel  WMdh  happened  tb  bdong  Bi 
<MM  6f  ilhe  fkheft  6f  (he  Mdoiii.  A  ttffbaK  i¥ii  Mith^ikteiy' 
rirr^,  th«  IPoitugndftf  fitftdtV  WfM  fuddeMy  befi»t  b>  fotir  <h6ti^: 

laAd  6f  ifhit'  peerpl^,  ^S  b^ore  siny  ititiftahiie  ecKM  (k>tti«  fHM' 

(he  rhlp9,  COft«a;  anld  ihe  pet^ta  pHei  of  hk  tomfifibmi  ^€ff 
ftitfffdered.    Cabrtl,  tiK)u^  gJ'eatly  dttrSged,  Waited  filft^i^ 

thMte  td  h«ar  tihe  e^tdeO^  of  n^  Zafhdi^ini,  btti!  Wailed  m  vtihj 

Ten  kfgcf  Moerift  veflafe  btrfirf  id  th«  hart)6or,  the  city*  o^ 
Calicut  bombarded  one  day,  and  600  of  its  inhabitants  Ilainy 
revenged  the  death  of  €Ai*e*.  ;•.;.={. 

i  2  -oThe 


i 


( 
1 

I 
{ 


Ix  INTRDDUCTION. 

• 

The  king  of  Cochin,  when  Cabral  returned  the  fhip  whidt 
he  had  taken,  highly  pleafed  with  his  honour,  invited  him  to 
traffic  in  his  port.  Cabral  now  failed;  thither,  and  was  treated 
in  the  moft  friendly  manner.  A  ftrong  houfe  was  appointed  for 
a  fadlory,  and  a  treaty  of  commerce  folemnly  concluded.  Am- 
bafladors  alfo  arrived  from  the  kings  of  Cananor^  Caulan,  and 
other  places,  intreating  the  alliance  of  the  Portuguefe,  whonx 
they  invited  to  their  harbours. 

About  eight  hundred  years  before  this  period,  according  to 
tradition  *,  Perimal,  the  fovereign  of  India,  having  embraced 
the  religion  of  Mohammed^  in  which  he  had  been  inftrudted 
by  fome  Arabian  merchants,  refolved  to  end  his  days  as  a  hermit 
at  Mecca.  He  therefore  divided  his  empire  into  different  fove^ 
reignties,  but  rendered  them  all  tributary  to  the  Zamorim  of 
Calicut.  From  this  port  Perimal  ftt  fail,  and  the  Arab  mer- 
chants conceived  fuch  a  fuperflitious  afFe<3:ion  for  this  harboui!) 
though  not  fo  commodious  as  many  others  'around,  that  on  the 
arrival  of  Gama  it  was  the  great  centre  of  the  Moorifli  com- 
inerce  in  India.  The  tributary  kings,  fays  the  author  of  Hijloire 
JPbilofapbique^  &c.  defirous,  to  throw  off  their  dependence  on  the 
Zamorim,  invited  the  Portuguefe  to  their  harbours.  He  ought 
to  have  added,  that  it  was  impo0ible  they  fhould  have  aAed  {b» 
unlefs  they  had  conceived  a  high  idea  of  the  Portuguefe  virtue 
and  valour,  which  was  thu§  rewarded  by  the  friend(hip  of  fome 
powerful  princes,  who  ever  after  remained  true  to  the  Portuguefe.. 

When  Cabral  was  about  to  fail  from  Cochin,  he  received  in- 
formation from  the  king,  that  the  Zamorim,  with  a  large  fleet, 
cpntaining  1 5,000  foldiers,  intended  to  attack  him.  Cabral  pre- 
pared for  battle,  and  the  Indian  fleet  fled.  He  afterwards  touched 
at  Cananor,  where  he  entered  into  a  friendly  alliance  with  the 
Jcing,  who  fufpeding  from  the  fmall  quantity  of  fpicery  which  he 
bought  that  the  Admiral  was  in  want  of  money,  in  treated  him 
to  give  a  mark  of  his  friendHiip  by  accepting  of  what  he  pleafed.. 
But  Cabral  fhewed  a  confiderable  quantity  of  gold  to  the  king's 
meflfengers,  politely  thanked  him,  and  faid  he  was^  already  fuf- 
ficiently  loaded.  Having  left  fadtors  oa  (hore^  and  received 
ambaiTadors  on  board,,  he  proceeded  on  his  homeward  voyage^ 
Near  Melinda  he  took  a  large  fhip,  but  finding  fhe  belonged  ta 

*  See  the  notes,  Book  YUL 
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H  nj^^chant  of  Cananor,  he  fct  her  at  liberty,  and  told  thi  com- 
in^djer,  **  that  the  Portiiguefc  monarch  was  only  at  tvar  i^tk 
the  Zamor|m  and  the  Moors  of  Mecca,  from  whom  he  had  re- 
ceived the  greatcf):  rnjuries  and  indignities."  The  king  of  Me- 
linda^  and  other  Mohammedan  princes,  who  had  entered  into 
alliances  with  Gama  and  Cabral,  were  not  of  the  tribe  or  tJon- 
federacy  pf  thofe  who  had  in  difFcrent  parts  attempted  the  ruin^ 
of  the:  Port uguefe,  .  That  people  were  now  diftinguifhed  by  the 
aame  of  the  Moors  of  Mecca  :  and  to  diftf efs  this  port  became 
BOW  a  principal  obje£l  of  the  Portuguefe. 

Emmanuel,  ngw  fully  informed  by  Cabral  of  the  ftates  and 
traffic  of  the  Indian  feas>  perceiving  that  the  rctiforcetnent  of 
three  vefrels>  which  he  had  fent  under  John  de  Nova  *,  coulA^ 
iittle  avail,  fitted  out  twenty  fliips,  the  command  of  whfch 
warlike  fleet  vvas  given  to  the  celebrated  Vafco  de  Gama.  '  At 
the  fanoe  time  the  Pope  ilTued  a  Bull,  in  which  he  fty ted  Em- 
manuel, Lord  of  the  Navigation,  Conquefts  and  Trade,  oiF 
Ethiopia,  Arabia,  Perfia,  and  India.  ' 

.  Gama,  having  doubled  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  toUcHed  a^t 
Sofala,  and  made  a  treaty  with ,  the  Mohammedan  fdverdgh  olp 
that  rich  country.  Mozamhic  was  now  governed  by  a  tic^ 
monarch,  who  ep treated  an  alliance  with  the  Portuguefe,  whicK 
was  granted ;  and  the  ifle  where  Gama  had  the  battle  w|tH  me 
Moors :{:,  became,  for  long  after,  a  moft  convenient  witefi/i^- 

Elace  for  the  Portuguefe  navie;s.  In  revenge  of  the  pl6fs  agaJhfl 
imfelf,  and  the  injuries  received  by  Cabral,  he  battered  the* 
cityofQuiloa  with  his. cannon,  and  made  the  king  fubmit  tb 
pay  tribute  to  EnunaixueL  As  he  proceeded  for  Calicut,  he  mti 
a  large  (hip  of  Mecca,  which,  with  many  people  of  diftindtion 
who  were  going  on  a  pilgrimage  to  the  tomb  of  their  prophet, 
had  lately  left  that  harbour.  This  vefTel,  after  an  obftinate- 
iiruggle,  in  which  300  Moors  were  -f*  killed,  he  took  and  burnt. 
And  from  fome  veflels  of  Calicut,  as  he  approached  that  port^,  "^         j 

he  took  about  thirty  prifoners.     As  foon  as  he  anchored  near  i 

the  city,  the  Zamorim  fent  a  meflfage  to  offer  terms  of' frie'nd-; 


( 


*  This  officer  defeated  a  large  fleet  of  the  Zaaiorim,  but  could  not  be  fuppofed  ^beJUbfir- 
afty  thin^  of  permanency.    On  his  return  to  Europe,  Nova  difcovered  the  ifle  of  St.  Helena*. 

t  Sec  the  firft  Lufiad.  ^' 

t  Twenty  children  were  faved.  Thefe  were  fent  to  Lifbon,  where  they  were  baptized' 
and  educated  in  the  fervice  of  Emmanuel.  Their  happy  fate,  boafted  of  by  the  Portuguefa 
witen^  fbfff/iMM  the  character  of.  theie  times. 
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ihip»  to  excufe  the  mtfikcre  of  the  Portu^ttdfe  under  Corrca,  at 
the  fole  adion  of  an  enraged  populace,  with  which  gavenusMilf 
had  no  concern ;  and  added,  that  the  fate  of  the  fhip  of  MeCCtt 
he  hoped  would  fuffice  for  revenge.  Gama,  previottft  to  any 
new  treaty,  demanded  a  reftitution  of  the  goods  of  which  thtt 
Portuguefe  fadtory  had  been  plundered,  and  threatened  to  put 
his  prifoners  to  death  and  batter  the  city  in  cafe  of  reftt(al« 
After  waiting  fome  time  in  vain  for  an  anfwer,  Oatfia  littered 
his  thirty  prifoners  to  be  hanged  and  their  bodies  t6  be  Csnt 
afliore,  together  with  a  letter,  declaring  war  againft  th«  Za^ 
morim,  in  the  name  of  the  king  of  Portugal.  And  next  day, 
having  for  feveral  hours  played  his  cannon  upon  the  city,  htf 
jfteered  his  courfe  for  the  more  friendly  port  of  Cocllln. 

Here  the  fadtors  who  had  been  left  by  Cablral  giVd  Ganin 
the  higheft  chara<5ler  of  the  faith  of  the  king,  and  his  earneflf 
defire  to  cultivate  the  friendlhip  of  the  Portuguefe ;  and  the 
former  alliance  was  mutually  confirmed  by  the  king  and  the  ad« 
miral.  The  Zamorim,  who  with  rage  and  i^gtet  beheld  thd 
commerce  of  Eutt)pc  carried  to  other  harbours,  fent  a  Bfamin 
to  Ganui,  while  he  was  lading  at  Cochin,  intreating  an  obfivion 
of  pad  injuries,  and  a  renewal  of  the  league  of  amitv.  The 
Admiral,  ftill  deiirous  to  cultivate  £ridnd(hip,  gave  ttte  con^ 
maod  of  the  fleet  to  his  couisn  Stephen  de  Gaina,  and  with  two 
ibips  only  failed  for  Calicut )  yttr  left  treachery  (hould  be  in^ 
tended,  he  ordered  Vincent  Sodre  with  five  (hips  to  follow  h\ln. 
Oil  his  arrival  at  the  city,  he  found  that  diilimulatfei^  wa^  flill 
the  charadter  of  the  Zamorim.  Four  and  thirty  veflels,  full  of 
anned  men,  attacked  Gama'a  (hip  with  gK«t  f«rv,  Idr  the  6thet 
vefiel  he  had  fent  to  hafleii  the  IScpudtoa  &f  Sodre.  1%  thisf 
(ituation  nothing  but  a  briik  wind  could  p«ffiMr  fkvt  Oattia, 
and  a  brifk  gale  in  this  extremity  rofe  atfdi  carried  hinti  beyotM 
the  reach  ot  the  fleet  of  Calicut.  Bvt  having  nMt  the  rfcififdreew 
ment  of  Sodre,  the  Admiral  inmedktdy  fMWtinAi  and  totfd^ 
deflroy^  the  fleet  of  the  encihy. 

Di^ppointed  in  war,,  the  Zamorim  now  by  mn^aties  aft^ 
threats  endeavoured  to  bring  the  king  of  Cochin  into  his  in- 
terefl.  But  that  prince,  with  the  grcateft  honour,  refuied  to 
betray  the  Portuguefe ;  and  Gama  having  promi4etf  «»  tejP9t  a 
fquadro»  to  protoft-  his  hafhour,  fafled  vrath  thirteen  loaded 
(hips  for  the  port  of  Canartor.     0»  his  way  tkttkcrr  w  h«  poft 

within 
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wlthia  a  few  miles  of  Caliput.  he  was  again  vigoroafly  attacked 
by  twenty-nin^  vc^U,  fitted  out  by  the  Zamorim,  on  purpoie 
to  intercept  hii^-  Gama  ordered  three  {hip8,  which  had  the 
k;a(^  loadings  to  begin  the  engagement^  and  vidtory  foon  de* 
clared  ia  his  favour.  He  then  proceeded  to  Cananor,  where  ha 
entered  into  a  treaty  with  the  ff^vereign,  who  bound  himfelf 
oever  to  make  war  on  thp  king  Qf  Cochin^  or  to  ailift  the  Za^ 
i^orim^  And  Qama^  having  l^ft  iix  (hips  under  the  command 
of  Sodre,.  for  the  protedion  of  Cochig  and  Cananor,  iailed  for 
Portugal,  where,  after  a  profperoiiis  voyage,  he  arrived  with 
twelve  fliips,  loaded  with  the  riches  of  the  Eaft* 

•  As  fooQ  as  Gama's  departure  was  known,  the  Zamorim  made 
great  preparations  to  attack  Cochin.  It  was  the  purpofe  of 
EmmaiitSel,  that  Sodre  ihf>uld  be  left  with  a  fquadron  to  cruife 
about  the  mouth  of  the  Red  Sea,  and  annoy  the  Moors  of 
Mecca;  but  Qama,  who£b  power  was  difcretionary,  ordered 
him  not  to  leave  Cochin,  unlefjs  every  thing  bore  the  appear- 
ance of  peace  with  the  Zaniorim.  Sodre,  however,  though 
hoftility  was  every  day  expei^d,  prepared  to  depart.  Diego 
Correa,  the  Portuguefe  agent  left  at  Cochin,  in  the  ftrongefl 
manner  urged  him  to  do  his  duty  and  continue  at  that  portu 
but  in  vain.  While  the  king  of  Cophin  reiblutely  refufed» 
though  adviied  by  maay  of  his  council,  to  deliver  up  the  Por<- 
tugueie  refidents  to  the  Zamorim,  Sodre,  contrary  to  the  orders 
o£  Oama,  failed  for  the  Red  Sea,  in  hope  of  the  rich  pria^es  of 
Mecca.]  and  thus  bafely  deferted  his  countrymen,  and  a  prince» 
whofe  j^ilih  to  the  Portuguefe  had  involved  him  in  a  war  which 
tltfeatened  deilruAion  to  his  kingdom. 

The  city  of  Codiia  is  fituated  on  an  iflflnd,  divided  from  the 
eootinent  by  aa  arm  of  the  iea,  one  part  of  which»  at  low 
water,  is  fordahbe.  At  this  pafs  the  Zanrorim  begaa  the  war» 
and  met  fomte  defeats.  At  laft^  by  tht  force  of  numbers  and 
the  pofwer  of  bribery,  he  took  the  city,  and  the  king  of  Cotchia 
fled  to>  the  ifland  of  Vk>pia.  Yet,  though  ftript  of  hi»  do?* 
mimona,  he  retained  has  faith  to  the  Portugueie.  He  ^ook 
them  with  him  to  this  place,  where  a  few  men  could  defend 
themfelves ;  and  though  the  Zamorim  offered  to  reftore  htm  to 
his  throne  if  he  would  deliver  them  up,  he  repiied,  ^'  that  has 
*^  enemy  might  ftrip  ham  of  his  dominions  tad  his  lifer  but  it 
<<  was  not  in  hit  power  to  deprive  him  of  his  6detity/' 

While 
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While  Trimumpara,  king  of  Cochin,  was  thus  (hut  up  oib  a 
little  rock,  Sodre  fufFered  a  puntOiment  worthy  of  his  perfidy. 
His  fhip  was  beaten  to  pieces  by  a  tempeft,  •  and  ht  aii4  his 
brother  loft  their  lives.  The  other  oommaoders  confidered  this 
^  the  judgment  of  lieaven,  and  haftencd  back  to. the  relief  of 
Cochin :  by  ftrefs  of  weather,  however,  they  were  obliged  to 
put  into  one  of  the  Anchidivian  iflands.  Here  they  wttt-e  joined 
by  Francis  Albuquerk,  who,  on  hearing  the  fate  of , Cochin, 
though  in  the  rigour  of  winter,  fet  fail  for  its  relief*  When 
the  fleet  appeared  in  fight  of  Viopia,  Trimumparia  exclaiming 
Portugal,  Portugal,  ran  in  an  extacy  to  the  Portuguefe ;  and 
riiey  in  return,  with^fhouts  of  triumph,,  announced  the  reftora- 
tion  of  his  crown.  The  garrifon  left  in  Cochin  by  the  Zamo- 
rim  imnlediately  fled.  Trimumpara  was  reftored  to  his  throne 
without  a  battle,. and  Albuquerk  gave  an  inftance  of  his  mafterly 
pclicy.  Together  with  the  thanks  of  Emmanuel^  he  made  the 
king  of  Cochin  a  prefent  of  10,000  ducats.  An  a6t  which 
wonderfully  excited  the  admiration  of  the  princes  of  India,  and 
was  a  fevere  wound  to  the  Zamorim. 

F/ancis  and  Alonzo  Albuquerk  and  Duarte  Pacheco  were 
Bbw.at  Cochin.  The  princes,  tributary  to  Trimumpara,  who 
had  deferted  to  the  Zamorim,  were  feverely  puniihed  by 
the  troops  of  Cochin,  headed  by  the  Portuguefe,  and  their  de-^* 
predations  were  carried  into  the  Zamorim's  own  dominions. 
A  treaty  of  peace  was  at  laft  concluded,  on  terms  greatly  ad* 
vantag^ous  to  the  Portuguefe  commerce.  But  that  honour 
which  bad  been  of  the  greateft  benefit  to  their  affairs^  was 
now  ftained.  A  (hip  of  Calicut  was  unjuftly  feized  by  the  For^ 
.t\iguefe  agent  at  Cochin^  nor  would  Francis  Albuquerk  make 
reftitution,  though  required  by  the  Zamorim.  Soon  after 
this,  Francis  failed  for  Europe,  but  gave  another  inftance  of 
his  infamy  ere  he  left  India*  The  Zamorim  had  again  declared 
war  againft  the  king  of  *  Cochin, :  and  Francis  Albuqtierk  left 
only  one  fhip,  three  barges/  and  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
men;  for  the  defence  of  Trimumpara;  but  this fmall  body  was 
commanded  by  Pacheco.  Francis  Albuquerk,*  and  Nicholas 
Coello,  celebrated  in  the  Lufiad,  failed  for  Europe,  but  were 
beard  of 'no- more. «        «    —    '*^  /  t         .. 

^  Anthony  Saldanna  and  Roderic  Ravafco  were  at  this  time' 
fent  from  Liibon  to  cruife  about  the  Mouth  of  the  Red  Sea. 
''  The 
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Hieidng  of  Mclinda  wu  engaged  in  a  dangerous  war  with  theking 
of  Mombafla>  and  Saldanna  procured  him  an  honourable  peace. 
^  But  Ravafco  a£ted  as  a  lawlefs  pirate  on  the  coaft  of  Zanzibar. 
Though  the  innocent  inhabitants  were  in  a  treaty  of  peace  with 
Gamaj^  he  took  many  of  their  ihips»  for  which  he  extorted 
large  ranibms^  and  compelled  the  prince  of  Zanzibar  to  pay  an 
annual  tribute  and  own  nimfelf  the  vaffal  of  Emmanuel.  The 
Pope's  Bull^  which  gave  all  the  Eaft  to  the  king  of  Portugal » 
began  now  to  operate.  The  Portuguefe  efleemed  it  as  a  facred 
charter^  the  natives  of  the  Eaft  felt  the  confequence  of  it^  and 
conceived  a  iecret  jealoufy  and  diilike  of  their  new  mafters. 
The  exalted  policy  and  honour  of  many  of  the  Portuguefe  go- 
vernors delayed  the  evil  operation  of  this  jealoufy^  but  the 
remedy  was  only  temporary.  The  Portuguefe  believed  they  had 
a  right  to  deinand  the  vafTallage  of  the  princes  of  the  Eaft,  and 
to  prohibit  them  the  navigation  of  their  own  feas.  ^yhen  the 
ufurpation  of  dominion  proceeds  from  a  fixed  principle,  the 
wifdom  of  the  ableft  Governor  can  only  fkin  over  the  mortal 
wound ;  for  the  groffeft  barbarians  are  moft  acutely  feniible  of 
injuflice,  and  carefully  remember  the  breaches  of  honour. 

*  The  2Jamorim  had  now  collefted  a,  forniidable  power  for  the 
deftrudlion  of  Cochin.  But  before  we  mention  the  wonderful 
vidlories  of  Pacheco,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  give  fome  account 
of  the  land  and  maritime  forces  of  the  Eaft.  And  here  it  is  to  be 
lamented,  that  the  Portuguefe  authors  have  given  us  but  very 
imperfect  accounts. of  the  military  arts  of  India.  Yet  it  is  to  be 
gathered  from  them,  that  tliough  fire  arms  were  not  unknown, 
they  were  very  little  ufed  before  the  arrival  of  the  Portuguefe. 
Two  natives  of  Milan,  who  were,  brought  to  India  by  Gama  on 
his  fecond  voyage,  defer  ted  to  the  Zamorim,  and  were  of  great 
fervice  to  him  in  making  of  powder  and  cafting  of  cannon. 
The  Perfians  defpifed  the  ufe  of  fire  arms,  as  unmanly,  and  the 
ufe  of  artillery  on  board  of  a  fleet,  is  feveral  times  mentioned, 
as  peculiar  to  the  Moors  of  Mecca.  The  veflels  of  the  Zamo- 
rim were  large  barges  rowed  with  oars,  and  crouded  with  men, 
who  fought  with  darts  and  other  mifiile  weapons.  We  are  told 
by  Oforius,  that  the  pilot  of  Melinda^  who  conducted  Gama 
to  Calicut,  defpifed  the  Aftrolabq,  as  if  ufed  to  fuperior  inftru- 
ments.  We  doubt,  however,  of  his  fuperior  knowledge,  for 
we  know  that  he  coafted  northward  to  a  particular  limit,  and 

k  then 
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then  (l:cod'dirc6lly  for  the  rifin^  fun.  We  are  alfo  told  by  the 
Jcfirits  of  the  perfciStron*  of  the  Chincfe  navigition^  and  thdt 
they  have  had  the  dfe  of' the  cortipafsr  for  3000  years  5  turthis 
is  alfo  doubtful.  For  there  Is  not  a  name  in  anv  eafl;ern  lauy 
guage  for  that  xnftrumefrt ;  nor  do  they  know  now  \o  mak? 
one,  or  to  arm  the  loadftone.  They  purchafe  thepi  qf  £u- 
ropeansi  and  the  Italian  word  Buffbla  is  the  name  of  tte  com- 
pals  among  the  natives  of  the  Eaft.  .  .\  ,    ,3. 

While  the  Zamorim  was  preparing  his*  formidable  j^rmameBt 
againf):  Cochin,  the  fecm-ity  which  appeared  on  rii^  fnein  pi* 
Pacheco,   prompted  Trimumpara  to  fufpecft   fome  frj^iud.:   2jn4 
he  intreated  that  captain  to  confefs  what  he  intendei     Pachecc? 
felt  all  the  rcfentment  of  Taonour,  and  aflured  Itntn  of  vidlory. 
He  called  a  meeting  of  the  principal  inhabitants,  iand  ^Jtered 
the  fcvereft  threats  againft  any  pcrfon  whp  (hould  dare  to  (Jcler^ 
to  the  Zamorim,  or  to  leave  the  ifland.     Soon  after,  two  ^fher- 
menwcre  brought  before  him,  who  had  been  following  their  em- 
ployment beyond  the  limits  he  had  prefcribed.     Pacheco  ordered 
diem  to  be  hanged  in  prifon.     The  king  pleaded  for  their  lives> 
but  Pacheco  in  public  was  inexorable.    In  the  night,  however,  he 
fent  the  two  fifliermen  to  the  king's  palace,  where  he  idelire4 
they  might  be  concealed  with  the  greateft  fecrecy ;  and  thp 
feverity  of  their  fate  was  publickly  believed.     Every  precaution^ 
by  which  the  paffage  to  the  ifland  of  Cochin  might  be  fecured^ 
was  taken  by  Pacheco.     The  Portuguefe  took  the  facrament, 
and  devoted  themfclves  to  death.     The  king  of  Cochin's  troops 
amounted  only  to  5000 ;  the  fleet  and  army  of  the  Zamorim 
confi'fted  of  57,000  men.     Yet  this  great  army,  though  pro- 
vided with  brafs  cannpn,  and  otherwife  affifted  by  the  two  Mi- 
lanefe  engineers,  was  defeated  by  Pacheco.     Seven  times  thp 
Zamorim  raifed  new  armies,  fome   of  them  more  numerous 
than  the  firft,  but  aH  of  them  were  defeated  at  the  fo^ds  >q( 
Cochin,  by  the  ftratagems  and  intrepidity  of  Pacheco.  Thougji 
the  Zamorim  in  the  latter  battles  expofed  his  own  perlbn  to  th^ 
greateft  danger,  and  was  fometimes  Iprinkled  with  the  blood  of 
his  attendants ;  though  he  had  recourfe  to  poifoii  and  every  art 
of  fraud,  all  his  attempts,  open  and  private,  were  baffled,    AX 
laft,  in  defpair  of  revenge,  he  refigned  his  crown,   and  jthut 
hinxfelf  up  for  the  remainder  df  his  days  in  ope  of  his  idoj 
temples.     Soon  after  the  kingdom  ojf  Cochin  was  thus  reftored 

ta 
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to  profperky,  Pacheco  was  rocaUed  to  Europe.  /The  king  of 
Portugal  paid  the  higheft  compliments  to  hi«  valour  i  and  as  he 
had  acquired  no  fortune  in  India^  in  reward  of  his  fer vices  he 
gave,  him,  a  lucrative  government  in  Africa.  But  merit  al-» 
ways  has  enemies.  Pacheco  wafi  acqu£ed»  and  by  the  king's 
order  brought  to  Lifbon  in  iirans ;  and  thofe  hands  which  pre- 
&rved  the  intereft  of  Portugal  in  India»  were  in  Por^^al  chaiu-^ 
ed  in  a  dungeon  a  confiderable  time,  ere  a  legal  trial  determine* 
ed  the  juftice  of  this  ieverity.  He  was  at  laft  tried*  and  bo^ 
nourably  acquitted ;  but  his  merit  was  thought  of  no  more,  and 
he  died  in  an  alms^houfe.  Merit  thus  repaid^  is  a  fevere  wound 
to  an  empire.  The  generous  ardour  of  qaiUtary  fpirit  cannot 
receive  a  ccdider  check*  than  fuch  examples  are  fure  to  give  k. 

Before  the  departure  of  Pacheco*  a  fl^et  of  thirteen  iliips^ 
commanded  by  Lopez  Soare2i,  arrived  in  India*  The  new  Za« 
morim  beheld  with  regret  the  ruined  condition  of  his  kingdom^ 
his  tributary  princes  not  only  now  independent*  but  ppflc^ed  of 
the  commerce  which  formerly  enriched  Calicut^  the  fatal  coa^ 
fequence  of  his  uncle  and  pred^efibr's  obftinacy.  Taught  by 
theie  examples*  he  defired  a  peace  with  the  Portugue&i  but 
Soarez  w()uld  hear  nothing  till  tne  twoMilanefe  de&rterswere  dch 
]^ered  up.  This  perfidy  to  noiea  who  had  been  promifed  proteo- 
tion*  the  Zamorim  generoi^y  refufed.  And  Soarez*  rsgardlefs 
of  the  fate  of  ibme  PortugUieic  who  had  been  left  at  Calicut  by 

Cabraly  battered  the. city  two  days*   in  place  of  granting  an  \ 

honourable  and  comnjercial  peaise*     Nor  wi^  this   his   only 
iil^poUticar  ei^ror.     By  fliewing  fuch  e^gsmefs  to  fecure  the 
Milanese  engineers,  he  told  the  Zamorim  the  value  of  thefe 
European  artifls.     And  diat  prince  foon  after  applied  to  the 
Wdan  of  Eg3q)t*  who  feat  him  four  Venetians*  ableie];igine9rs* 
and  mafl)ers  of  the  art  of  the  &)undery  of  cannon.. 
.    Ift  the  (lately  fpirit  of  coikqueft  iSoavez  trayerfed  the  Indian  . 
ibaa*  deftroyed  maay'Galiculsian  aad,  Moorish  v«(rel9>  aaad  made 
vaidoUfr  princes  pay  tribute  aUd  oonfefs  themf<&lve$  ti^  vafiafe  of 
Smmtnud.     But  the  SoLdan  of  .Egypt  began  now  to  thi^eaten 
hoftilities^.  a^nd  a  (Irong^  fbnee  of  the  Portuguefe  was  ftf ceflaryu . 
Frttidifto.d'Almeyda*;  an  .officer  Of  diftingmfhed.  mi^rii^.  w^as  . 
therefore  appointed  Viceroy  of  India,  and  was  fent  with  two  . 
and  twenty  ^ips  to  aiiert  hisjurifdi^cm.^  A^d  according  to  the 
lincommercial*  "ideas  of  Gothic  conqueft  with  which  he  ffet  out* 

k  2  he 
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he  proceeded.  Oh  his  arrivarat  Quilpa,  a  itteefing  belwcciitiim 
and  the  king  was  appointed.  Alme)^da  attended^  but  dip  Icing 
did  not,  for  a  black  cat,  as  he  fct  oiit,  happened  to  crofs  hi« 
way,  and  intimidated  by  this  evil  omen;  he  declined  the  ifttei-- 
view*  On  this,  Almeyda  levelled  his  city  with  the  grotind> 
and  appointed  another  king,  tributary  to  Emmanuel.  Some 
late  treacheries  pf  Mombaila  were  alfo  revenged  by  the  deftruc^ 
tion  of  that  city  and  the  vaflalage  of  its  monarch.  When  the 
Viceroy  arrived  in  India,  he  defeated  the  king  of  Onor,  built 
forts  and  left  garrifons  in  various  places.  'Trimumpara,  king 
of  Cochin,  had  now  retired  to  fpend  the  evening  of  his  life  in 
a  Brahmin  temple,  and  his  nephew,  who  with  great  pomp  was 
crowned  by  Almeyda,  acknowledged  himfelf  the  tributary  of 
the  king  of  Portugal. 

The  Soldan  of  Egypt  was  at  this  time  one  of  the  gifeateft 

{>rinces  of  the  world.  The  lucrative  commerce  of  the  Eaft  had 
ong  flowed  to  the  Weft  through  his  dominions.  His  fleets 
and  his  armies  were  thus  rendered  numerous  and  powerful,  and 
bound  by  their  political  religion,  in  a  war  with  tne  Chriftians^ 
every  Mohammedan  prince  was  his  ally.  A  heavy  revenge  of 
the  Crufades  was  in  meditation^  and  Europe  miferably  divided 
in  itfelf,  invited  its  own  ruiri ;  when,  fays  an  author*,  accurate 
in  hiftorical  fads,  the  liberties  of  mankind  were  faved  by  the 
voyage  of  Vafco  de  Gama :  The  finews  of  the  Egyptian  and 
Turkifh  ftrength  were  cut  afunder  by  the  deftrudion  of  f heir 
commerce  with  the  eaftern  world. 

Enraged  with  the  interruption  which  his  trade  had  aTreadj^ 
received,  the  Soldan  refolved  to  prevent  its  utter  ruin.  He 
threatened  the  extirpation  of  all  the  Chriftians  ;{;  in  his  do« 
minions,  if  the  court  of  Rome  would  not  order  the  king  of 
Portugal  to  withdraw  his  fleets  for  ever  from  the  t^aftern  jfeas. 
.One  Mauruis,  a  monk,  was  his  ambalSador  to  Rom6  and  Lifbon,. 
but  in  place  of  compliance,  he  returned  with  the  ieverer  thiseats 
of  Emmanuel.  War  was  now  determined,  and  a  moft  for* 
midable  fleet,  fixty  veflels  of  which  were  larger  thaa  the  Porta*^ 
guefe,  manned  with  Turks  experienced  in  war>^  were  fent  tOi 
^e  afliftance  of  the  Zamorim;    But  by  the  fuperior  naval  ikill 

•  See  HiJ^pin  Piik/efh'fMe  H  Politipn  ihs  SuAUffimins  ti  dm  Cmmera  in  &iHpfnu: 
dafu  Ui  dwx  Imdiu  {  Sec  uc  note,  p.  432. 

and 
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ff)maatJ\c  bravery  of  Alin^da  and  his  fon  Lorenzo,    thiy 
mighty  trmamcnt  Mf^s  defeated,  *  *       ^  V' v 

•At  this  time  Triftan  de  Cugna  and  the  celebrated  A'lphhiifo 
Albuquerk  arrived  in  the  Eaft,  and  carried  war  and  vi&ory  ftom 
Sofala  to  India.  *  Allured  by  the  honour  and  truly  commercial 
treaties  of  Gama  and  Cabral,  feveral. princes  of  India  invired' 
thele  ftrangers  to  tht^ir  harbours.  Biit^the  altejration  of  tfee  be* 
haviour  and  claims  ojT  the  Portugilefe,  had  altered  the  ifenti-i^' 
ments  of  the  natives.  ^  Almoft  every  port  now  oppoifed  tHe  ett-- 
trance  of  the  Portuguelc,  and  the  cargo  of  almoft  every  fhip 
they  loaded  was  purchafed  with  blood/  At  the  fack  of  the' 
city  of  Lamo>  fome  of  the  foldiers  under  Cugna  cot:  off  the 
hands  and  ears^of  the  women  to  get  their  bracelets  bnidf  edr« 
rings  with  more  expedition.  But  though  thefe  villains,  by 
Qverloadiog  their  boat  with  their  plunder,  were  all  *  dtowneai 
this  ftain  on  the  Portuguefe  charadlcr  made  war  againft  the 
Portuguefe  name  and  intereft.  When  Albuquerk  arrived  be^ 
fore  Ormuz>  he  fummoned  the  king  to  become  the  vaiTal 
of  Emmanuel^  and  to  be  happy  under  the  protedion  of  fo 

[reat  a  prince.     The  king  of  Ormuz^  who  expelled  fuch  a  vifit; 

t^di  provided  an  army  of  3^,000  men,  6000  of  which  were 
Cfxpert  archers,  auxiliaries  of  Perfia.  Yet  thefe  were  defeated 
by  46c  difciplined  men,  well  played  cannon,  and  the  dauntlefs 
.valour  of  Albuquerk*  And  the  king  of  Ormuz  fubmitted  to  vaf- 
Xal^ge.  Lords  of  the  feas  alfo,  the  Portuguefe  permitted  no 
fliip  to  fail  without  a  Portuguefe  pafTport.  Nor  was  this  re- 
jfarded,.  when  avarice  prompted  that  the  paiTport  was  forged.. 
A  rich  ihip  of  Cananor  was  on  this  pretence  taken  and  plun-* 
dcred,  and  the  unhappy  crewj  to  conceal  the  villany,  were 
fewed  up  in  the  fail  cloths  and  drowned.  Vaz,  it  is  true,  the 
commander  of  this  horrid  deed,  was  broken.  But  the  bodies  of 
the  Moors  were  thrown  on  ihore,  and  the  king  of  Cananor, 
the  valuable  ally  of  Portugal,  in  revenge  of  this  treachery^ 
joiined  the  Zamorim,  and  declared  war  againft  the  Portuguefe* 
AnQther  powerful  armament,  commanded  by  Mir  Hocem,  ^a 
chief  <^  great  v^loiir,  wa&  fent  by  the  Soldan.  Perfia  alibt  af- 
i;^Ae4«    And >even  the  mountains  of  Dalmatian,  by  the cotnii-* 
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'^  13ie  tiinber wat  bioaghc  diroiigli  c)ie  Meditemnean  to  Cairo,  and  from,  thence  was 
<amed  by  caxneh  to  the  port  itf  Sii€S» .  . 
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vance  of  Venice,  were  robbed  of  their  forefta^  to  build  naVic% 
in  Arabia  againft  the  Portuguefe. 

Almeyda  fcnt  his  brave  Ion  Lorenzo  to  give  battle  to  Mir 
Hocem,  but  Lorenzo  fell  the  viiftim  of  his  romantic  bravery. 
While  the  father  prepared  to  revenge  the  death  of  his  fon,  his 
recall,  and  the  appointment  of  Albuquerk  to  fucceed  him,  w-: 
rived  from  Europe;  but  ^Almeyda  refufed  to  refign  till  he  had 
revenged  his  fon's  defeat.  On  this,  a  difoute  betvsreen  the  two 
governors  arofe,  of  fatal  confequencc  to  the  Portugucfe  intereft 
in  Afia*  Albuquerk  was  imprifoncd,  and  future  governors  often 
urged  this  example  on  both  fides  of  the  queftion,  both  to  protradt 
the  continuance,  and  prefs  the  inftant  lurrender  of  office.  Al-i 
meyda,  having  defeated  the  Zamorim  and  his  Egyptian  allies, 
failed  for  Europe*,  crowned  with  military  laurels.  But  though 
thtts  phimed  in  the  vulgar  eye^  his  eftablifliments  were  contrary 
to  the  fpirit  of  commerce.  He  fought,  indeed,  and  conquered ; 
but  he  left  more  enemies  of  the  Portuguefe  in  the  Eafl  than  he 
found  there.  The  honours  he  attained  were  like  his»  who 
having  extinguifhed  a  few  fires  iii  a  city,  marches  out  in  triumph, 
but  leaves  glowing  embers  in  every  hou&,  ready  to^  burft  forth 
in  a  general  flame.  It  was  left  for  the  great  Albuqueck  to  efta* 
blilfli  the  Portuguiefe  empire  in  Afia  on  a  furer  bafts,,  on  a€ts  of 
mutual  benefit  to  the  foreign  colonifbs  and  native  princes. 

Albuquerk,  whofe  power  was  fomewhat  limittcd  by  that  of 
CouDinho,  now  turned  his  thoughts  to  the  folid  eftablilhment 
ef  the  Portuguefe  empire.  To  extingnifli  the  power  of  Ca- 
licut, and  to  ereft  a  fortifiied  capital  for  thc^  feat  of  govern- 
ment, were  his  defigns ;  and  inr  thefe  he  was.  gtsatly  affiAed^ 
both  by  the  arms  and  the  counfeL  of  Timoja  the  picate^ 
who,  gn^atly  injured  by  the  Indian  princes^  was  ^ad  to  enter 
into,  ^liamce  with  the  Pbrtugueic;.  Wil£  thirty  vefleb  and 
2400  men,  Albuquerk  and  Fernsndo.  Cxxulinho  failed  fcota 
Cochin  to  befiege  Calicut,  It  was  agreed,,  that  the.  troops  un^ 
der  Coatinho,  fhould  have  the  honouKr:  to  land.  firfL  .Thof^ 
under  Albuquerk,  however,  galled  by  the  encmyf  loipt  fiiil 
afhore.  Coutinho,  on  this,  roughly  uj^braided  bisi :  To  con- 
quer the  fiseble  Indians,  he  £iid,  was  no  fuch  honour,  as.fome 
boafted.     And  I  will  tell  the  king  of  Portugal,  he  added,  that 

m  * 

I  • 

*  See  his  fatCi  p.  2o9. 

I  entered 
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I  entered  fhtfolikCQ  of  the  Zamorim  with  only  my  cane  in  my 
hahd.  Albuquerk  remonftrated  the  danger  of  rafhnefs  in  vain. 
Coutinho  ordered  Ja/per  de  Ganu,  the  Polonian  Jew^  to  con^ 
dvL&  him  to  the  p^flace  ^  to  which,  with  800  men^  he  marched 
in  confiiied  fpeed.  Albuq[aer*k,  wbofe  magnanimity  couhi  re^* 
venge  n^  inAih  when  his  country's  intereft  was  at  ftake  in  the 
hour  of  battle^  flowed  in  good  order  with  600  men»  and  left 
olh^rs  prt>perly  flatioiled>  io' fecure  a  retreat^  for  he  forefaiV* 
deftruSioi^'  -  CdUtklhoJ  ik£tir  fareral  attacks,  at  laft,  with  tfaa 
lofs  of  many-i^ftiSn;^  kitiered  the  palace,  and  gave  hia  ibldiers 
liberty  to  pli^^tkd&t.  1  All  was  now  difdrder  among  them.  And 
Afbii4ueflt,  who  perceiv^ejd  it,  entreated  Coutinho,  by  xnciTage^ 
t6  beware  of  a  fiercer  attacks  Hiewasanfwered,  he  iqight' cake 
eafe  of  th^'  (rdops  under  hia  own  command.  After  two  hdurv 
fp^ht  in  •  ptond^fing 'the  palacf,  Cdutmho  iet  fire  to.  it  sind 
marehedF  but.  But  ere  he  could  jcih  Albuqoerk;  both  parties 
i^t  {^riovtndod  by  eiirag^d.  tnidtitudcs^.  Coutinho  and  his 
bhlve^  offitcerj  fi^ll ;-  Atbuqiierk  was  wounds  by  arrows  in  th4. 
necli  and  left  arm*  A(  1^,  jftrdck  on  the  breaft  by  a  largo 
ffbne,  he  d^9^j6^d  -^Wtt^  M  appearance  dead.  On  his  ihiejd  he 
was  <::arried  OCT 'Wkh^gtesii  difficulty.  AH  was  confu&m  in  thd 
retreat,  'tijl'the  bckiyof  refenre,  placed  by  Alboquerk^  came 
np,  iind  t'epiilledr th0  eneciiy.  Albuquerk  was  carried  on  board 
without  b^e  of  #e(overy.  His  health,  however,  was  reftored 
af  Cochin,  and  the  Zajtiorim  flowed  a  fort  to.  tie  built  near 
Calicut,  and  fabnriitted  io  the  terms  of  peace*  propofed  by  the 
PortugiWfe  gov*rn'0f^^  /,         ij.'  .    , 

Vtk  feftihd*  of'  Goa,  Oft  tb^  CQ*ft  of  Decan,.  a  moft  oommo** 
dibus  (ituatioE  for  ^  £^it  d ^mfifCi  dnd  whofe  prince,  had 
beeii  tfeacberous  to  G^iiia^  ta^et  va^iims  deipecate  jen^i3geiiients»^ 
was  at  .la{^' yid^ed  to  Albuqu^rk*  According  to  his  deiigOr  bo 
fortjfied  it  in  the  beft  manner,  and  rendered  it  of  the  tttmcdl4»»^ 
fequence'to  the  prefervation  of  the  Portugoefe  power.  ^  ,  He  now. 
turned  his  thoughts  to  'Malaea,  the  great  mart  of  ike  taftera 
half  of  the  oriental  world.  Under  the  governtDent  ip£  Alijne{)rdd#. 
Sequeira  had  failed  thither,  and  while  about  fettling  a  treaty 
wi tn  the  ^latives,  narrowly  cfdiptd  a  treacherous  maffacre,  ia 
which  feveral  of  his  men  were  Ualri. '  Altiuquerk  offered  peace 
and  cornmercte,  but  demanded  atonement  for  this  injuiry.  His 
terms  w^re  rejei^ed,  and  this  *  itriportant  place,  won  by  moft 

ftiWiihtAg; 
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,  vftOQifliing  vidtories,   was  how  added  to  the  PortQglDKe  do*» 
minion.     Here,   as  at  Goa,  the  governor  coined  mopeyj  f^* 

.  gujated  the  courts  of  juftice,  and  by  his  generous  b^aviour^ 
won  the  affection  and  eileenx  of  the  people  whom  he  had  con* 
quered.     He  received  from»  and  fent  ambaffadors  to  the  king  of 
Siam  and  other  princes ;  to  whom  he  offered  the  trade  of  Ma^a 
on  more  advantageous  conditions  than  it  had  hitherto  been» 
And  an  immenfe  commerce  from  China  and  a|l  the  adja^cent 
jKjegions  foon  filled  that  harbour^    .Foe  here»  as  at  Qrmuz  and 
Coa,  the  redudion  which  he  made  in  the  cuftonis,  gave  an 
increafe  of  trade  which  alnlofl  dojublod  the  revenue  of  tne  king 
of  Portugal.     At  every  place  where  he  made  a  fettlem^nt^  Al- 
buquerk  promoted  the  marriage  of  his  ioldiers  with  the  natives, 
and  thus  iecured  the  means  of  mutual  defence :   a  pi^ce  of  the 
beil  policy,  though  feldooi  adopted  by  other  nations  *.     When 
the  governor  returned  to  Cba,  he  was  received,  fays  Faria,xa$ 
a  father  by  his  family.     The  ifland  was  at  this  time  befieged 
by  20,000  of  Hydal  Can,  the  lord  of  Decants  troopfb  yet  vidtpr/ 
declared  for.Albuquerk.     But  to  diffjay^the  tprrpr  of  the  Por-» 
tuguefe  arms  was  only  the  fecond  motive,  of  this  great  man* 
To  convince  the  Indian  princes,  of  th&yalUe  of  h^s,  friendfl^p 
was  his  firft  care,  and  treaties  of  cppimerce  were  AVith  mutual 
fatisfadion  concluded  with  the  king.of  3ifnagar,;the  kingjof  Nar- 
iinga,  and  other  powerful  princea^     Tjbe  city  of  Aden,  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Red  Sea,  was  of  great  importance  to  the  fleets  of 
the  Soldan.     Al buquerk  twice  attacked  this  place,  but  could  not 
carry  it  for  want  of  military  ftores.     By  the  ve0elS|  however, 
which  he  kept  on  thefe  coafts,  he''  gave  a.  iievere  wound  to  the 
Egyptian  and  Mooriih  commerce;  and  by  the  eftabli/hmeptjs 
wnich  he  made  in  India,  entirely  ruiqed  it.     Mahomet,  the  ex- 
pelled tyrant  of  Malaca,  aflifted  by  20,000  Javans,  attempted  to 
recover  his  throne ;  but  the  wifti  of  the  people  was  fulfilled, 
and  Albuquerk  was  again  victorious.     The  Perfians^  to  wh<Hn 
Ormuz  had  been  tributary, .endeavojured  to  bring  it. again  under 
their  yoke ;{; ;  but  Albuqu^k  haftened  from  Malaca  and  totally 

*  Tke  offmiiig  of  the  Portiiguere  jouniaget  at  this  day  people  many  of  the  .coafb  of 
India  and  Amca ;  and  were  Portugal  what  Great  Britain  now  is,  might  be  of'  the  otmoft 
fervioe  to  her  cpnunercial  intereft. 

t  When  the  Pcrfiana  fent  a detnand of  trifanie,  Albuquerk  faid  iCfhciiM  be  paid;  and  n 
laige  filver  bafimt  under  cover,  wa$  prefented  to  the  ambalTador.  When  uncovered,  leaden 
ballets  and  pdnts  of  fpears  appeared;  The/e»  faid  Albuquerk,  is  thp  tribute  which'  the 
kings  of  Portagal  pay.  defeated 
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defeated  them»  to  the  great  joy  of  the  inhabitants.  Here  he 
fell  fick,  and  being  aidvifed  by  his  phyficians  to  go  to  India  for. 
I^c  recovery  of  his  health,  the  king  of  Ormuz,  who  called  him 
his  father,  parted  from  him  with  tears.  On  his  way  to  India 
he  received  intelligence,  that  a  fleet,  arrived  from  Portugal,  had 
brought  his  recall,  that  Lopez  Soarez  was  appointed  to  fucceed 
him,  and  that  lago  Mendcz  was  come  to  be  governor  of  Cochin. 
When  he  heard  this,  he  exclaimed,  **  Are  thefe  whom  1  fent 
prifoners  to  Portugal  for  heinous  crimes,  are  thefe  returned  to 
be  governors  I  Old  man.  Oh,  for  thy  grave !  Thou  haft  incurred 
tlie  king's  difpleafure  for  the  fake  of  the  fubjcfts,  and  the  fub- 
jcAs  for  the  lake  of  the  king !  Old  man,  fly  to  thy  grave,  and 
retain  that  honour  thou  has  ever  preferved  !'*  A  profound  me- 
lancholy now  feized  himi  but  finding  the  certain  approaches 
of  death,  he  recovered  his  chearfulnefs,  and  with  great  fervor, 
gavcthanks  to  God,  that  a  new  governor  was  ready  to  fucceed 
him.  On  the  bar  of  Goa,  in  the  fixty- third  year  of  his  age,  he 
tVeathed  his  laft*,  after  a  regency  of  little  more  than  five  years. 
Vet,^  in  this  fhort  fpace,  he  not  only  opened  all  the  eaftern 
world  to  the  commerce  of  Portugal,  but  by  the  regulations  of 
his  humane  and  exalted  policy,  by  the  ftrift  diftribution  of 
juftice  which  he  eftablilhed,  fecured  its  power  on  a  tafis,  ^vhich 
nothing  but  the  difcontinuance  of  his  meafures  could  fubyert. 
tJnder  Albuquerk  the  proud  boaft  of  the  hiftonan  Faria  was 
jiiftified,  ■  Tie  trophies  of  our  vi^ories,  fays  he,  are  not  bruifed 
helmets  and  warlike  engines  hung  on  the  trees  of  the  mountains ; 
but  cities^  iflahds^  and  kingdpms^  firjl  humbled  under  our  feet^  and 
then  joyfully  worjhiping  our  government.  The  princes  of  India, 
who  viewed  Albuquerk  as  their  father,  clothed  tliemfelves  in 
mourning  on  his  death,  for  they  had  experienced  the  happinefs 

.;  *  A  Jinle  before  ke  die4  he  wrote  thi$  edl^  read  to  him.;  and  he  expired  with  the 

m^nly  letter  to  th^  king  of  Portugal,  **  LOy-  grcatcft  compofure.     Long  after  his  death. 

der  thtpdngi  of  death,  in  the  difficult  hreatblng  his  bones  were  brought  to  Portugal ;  bat  it 

tfrtielafi'J^ur^  I  ^u  tins  my  laft  Utter  f  was  with  great  difficalty^  and  alter  long  de- 

y9ur  Highmejt  it  be  Uft  of  many  I  ba<ve  written  lays,  ere  the  inhabitants  of  Goa  woald  con- 

to  yon  full  of  life  ^  for  1  lAjas  then  employed  in  fent  to  part  with  his  remains.     Goa  was 

j^ur  yervice.     I  hit^h  a  fon,  BUs  de  AlBu^  popnleas^  its  inhabitants  ehieilf  Moors  and 

quirk  I  I  entreat  your  Highnefs  tomtikebim  indiaQs.     Thefe,  when  injiired  by  the  Por- 

as  great  as  mvfer^ce  defer*ues.     ^he  affairs  togucfe,  would  come  and  weep  at  the  tomb 

of^ndid  ivln  ajipwer  for  ihemfel'vesy  andfhr  •  of  Albuquerk,.  Utter  their  complaints  to  his 

m!'    Oforius  fajrs,  Ae  latter  pan  vf.  Ae  manes,  tuttdiaM  oahb  God  to lev^n^  their 

Gofpelof  John,  was,  athisdcfire,  repeat-  wrongs,  ^ 

"  ^  \  *  ^      •      and 
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arid  proteftion  which  his  fricndfhrp  gave  them.  And  the  (la- 
cdrity  of  their  erief  fhewed  Emjnanuel  what  a  fubjefthe  had 
Ibft.  The  affairs  of  the  Portuguefe  la  India  were  now  in  the 
happieft  condition ;  but  there  was  a  difeafe  at  the  coutt  of  Lif- 
bon,  which  exerted  its  fatal  malignity,  that  difeafe  of  all  go- 
vernments, particularly  the  defpotic,  the  falfe  accufation  of  tlie 
abfent,  by  tnole  who  arejprefent  at  the  fouhtain  bf  power.     . 

Accuftbmcd  to  the  affable  manners  of  Albuquerk,  the  re- 
fervcd  haughty  dignity  afTumed  by  Soarez,  gave  the  Indian  allies 
of  Portugal  the  firft  proof  that  tne  mourning  which  they  wore 
for  his  prcdeceflbr  was  not  in  vain.     Now,  f^y  the  Portuguefe 
authors,  commenced  the  period  when  the  foldier  no  more  fol- 
lowed the  diftates  of  honour,  when  thofe  who  had  bean  cap- 
tains turned  traders,  and  procured  the  loading  of  their  fiiips  ip 
the  military  way,  as  if  upon  the  forage  in  an  enemy's  country. 
After  having  performed  the  parade  of  a  new  governor  iji  vilit- 
ihg  the  fcyrts,  and  in  breaking  and  railing  officers,  Soarez  pre-v 
pared,  according  to  his  orders,  to  reduce  the  toafts  of  the  Red 
Sea  to  the  obedience  of  Portugal.     Another  great  Egyptiaa 
fleet,  commanded  by  a  Turk,  named  Raez  Solyman,  had  failed 
frbm  Suez,  and  Soarez,  with  fwenty-feven  Ihips,  fet  fail  ia 
•  Ifcarch  pf  it.     When  he  came  before  Aden,  he  found  that  ftrong 
city  defeiicelefs.     Solyitian,  by  order  of  the  Soldan,  with  whom 
tlie  governor  had  quarrelled,  had  levelled  a  part  of  the  wall. 
The  governor,  thus  at  his   mercy,    artfully  offered  the  keys 
to  Soare;?:,  and  entreated  his  friendfhip.     Secure  of  the  Moor's 
honefty,  Soarez  delayed  to  take  poffeflion,   till  he  had  given 
battle  to  the  Soldan's  fleet.     This  he  found  in  the  port  of  Gidda 
Or  Jodda,.  defended  by  the  cannon  of  the  walls.     He  therefore 
did  not  attempt  it ;  and  after  burning  a  few  defenceless  towns^ 
he  returned  to  Aden.     But  the  breaches  were  now  repaired,  and 
his  own   force,    which   had  fuflfcrcd  greatly  by   tempeftiious 
weather  in  the  Red  Sea,  was,  he  deemed,  unable  to  take  that 
city,  which  now  refiifed  to  furrender.     While  Soarez  was  em- 
ployed in  this  inglorious  expedition,  Goa  was  reduced  to  the 
greatefl  danger.     A  quarrel  about  a  Portuguefe  deferter  had 
kindled  a  war,  and  Hydal  Can,  with  an  army  of  30,000  men^ 
laid  feige  to  that  important  fortrefs.     But  the  amvd  of  three 
Portuguefe  ihips: railed  the. feige,  at  a  time  when  famine  had 
almofl  brought  the  garrifon  to.  dcfpair.     Nor  was  Malaca  hap- 

pief 
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^ier  than  Goa.  The  uncurbed  tyranny  of  (he  Portugueife  hs4 
almoft  driven  trade  from  that  harbour>  and  the  dethroned  king 
clnce  more  invaded  the  ifland  with  a  great  army.  But  Alexis  de 
MeneseSf  appointed  governor  of  that  place,  arrived,  in  the  moil: 
critical  tune^  with  300  men,  and  faved  Malaca.  The  trade 
with  China  after  this  greatly  increafed,  and  the  king  of  Ceylon, 
with  whcm^  Albuquerk  had  eilablifhed  a  valuable  commerce, 
was  compelled  by  Soarez  to  pay  tribute  to  the  king  of  PprtUt- 
gal.  A  funreyor  of  the  king's  revenue  about  this  time  arrived 
in  India,  veiled  with  a  power,  which  interfered  with,  and 
leflened  that  oi  the  governor.  Hence  complaints  and  appeals 
were  by  every  fleet  carried  to  Europe,  and  by  every  fleet  that 
returned  die  removal  of  officers  was  brought.  Integrity  now 
afforded  no  protedion,  and  to  amafs  wealth  with  the  utmoft 
expedition,  was  now  the  beft  way  to  /fecure  its  pofie^Tion. 
Rapacity  prevailed  among  the  Portuguefe,  and  all  was  di£:on'- 
tent  among  the  natives,  when  in  15 18,  after  a  r^ency  of  about 
three  years,  Soarez  was  recalled,  and  in  power  and  title  of 
governor  fucceeded  by  lago  Lopess  de  3equeyra<  Albuquerk 
was  dreadful  to  his  enemies  in  war,  and  to  his  foldiers  on  th« 
leaft  apptaranoe  of  difobedience.  But  at  other  times,  his  en- 
Igaging  manners  won  the  hearts  of  all.  And  liis  knowledge  of 
bttman  nature,  which  formed  his  political  conduct,  was  of  the 
£rft  rate.  .  Soarez,  on  the  contrary^  the  man  who  refuied  an 
equitaUe  treaty  qffered.  by  the  Zaoiorim,  and  was  for  fuch 
errors  6f  incapacity  f^nt  prifoner  to  Lifbon  by  Albuquerk^ 
difplay^  in  all  his  tranfadlions  the  meaneft  abilities.  All  his 
capacity  feomed  to  reach  no  farther  than  to  preferve  that  folemn 
face  of  dignity,  that  haughty  referved  importance  with  which 
the  dull  tranfa(^  the  mod  trifling  aflfairs ;  a  folemnity  of  which 
heavy  intellciSs  are  extremely  jealous  and  careful,  which  the 
^;norai>t  revere,  and  which  the  ^intelligent  defpiie.  When  the 
bourt  >  pf  Lilbon  fent  a  So^cz  to  fupercede  an  Albuquerk,  they 
jgavel  A  prophecy  of  the  f aji  0f  their  empire. 

S4quQyra,;the  difcover- of  Malaca/  began  his  regency  with  the 
relief  of  that  important  mart;  and  the  king  of  Bintam,  the 
bcfieger,  after  feveral  attempts,  was  'compelled  to  fubmit  to  a 
treaty  dtdated  by  the  Portuguefe.  Forty-eight  fhips,  under  the 
ceinBiniijQd.  of  the  governor.  Tailed  to  reduce  the  flrong  fort  and 
harbour,  of  Diu  or  Dit),  On  the  coaft  of  'Cambaya,  an  objeft  of 

1  2  '       great 
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great  importance  to  the  Portugaere,  but  nothing  was  attemjpfeif. 
Continual  Skirmiflies,  however,  dyed  every  fhore  with  bloody 
while  no  method  of  cultivating  the  friendftiip  of'  the  hoftil^ 
natives  was  thought  of.  Every  thing  on  the  contrary  tended  to 
inflame  them.  John  de  Borba,  fhip wrecked  on  the  coJift  of 
Achem,  was  generoufly  relieved  by  the  fovereign.  George  de 
Brito  arrived  foon  after,  and  Borba  informed  him,  that  ih  the 
fepulchires  of  the  kings  were  immenfe  treafiires  of  gold ;  and 
that  the  prefent  king,  his  benefactor,  had  formerly  foobed  fome 
Portuguefe  veffels.  Brito,  at  the  head  of  200  men,  immediately 
began  hoftilities,  but  was  defeated  and  killed,  and  the  kings  of 
Achem  became  the  inveterate  enemies  of  the  Portuguefe,  and 
often  gave  them  infinite  trouble.  The  Maluco  illands  were 
now  difcovered.  The  kings  of  thefe  at  ftrife  with  each  other, 
were  each  earneft  for  the  alliance  of  the  Portuguefe.  But  they, 
led  by  their  ufual  ideas,  foon  involved  themfelves  in  war  arid 
flaughter.  Ormuz,  where  Albuquerk  was  beloved  as  a  father, 
was  now  unable  to  bear  the  Portuguefe  yoke.  The  tribute  was 
:f aiied>  and  the  king  complained  that  his  revenues  could  not 
^ord  to  pay  it.  Sequeyra  on  this  fent  Portuguefe  officers  to 
impofe  and  colled  the  king's  cuftoms.  This  impolitical  iftep 
was  followed  by  its  natural  confequence.  The  infolence  and 
oppreffion  of  the  officers  produced  a  revolt.  Sequeyra,  however,, 
defeated  the  people  of  Ormuz,  and  almoft  doubled  the  tribute 
which  before  they  were  unable  to  pay.  It  is  truly  aftonifhing 
bx)w  men  ihould  expeA  that  dominion  thus  fupported  fhould 
<:ontinue  long ;  that  they  could  not  fee  that  fuch  victories  both 
fowed  and  nourifhed  the  feeds  of  future  war.  Even  the  Portu- 
guefe hiftorians  adopted  the  impolitical  uncommercial  ideas  of 
their  governors.  The  villainy  of  the  Portuguefe  merchants  loft 
the  profitable  trade  of  Canton^  and  only  a  few  efcaped  with 
great  hazard,  obliged  to  fight  their  way  through  the  Chinefe 
fleet.  Next  year  Alonzo  de  Melo,  ignorant  of  this,  entered 
that  harbour  with  four  ihips,  which  were  inftantly  feized  and 
the  crews  maflTacred  by  the  enraged  ♦  Chinefe.     Faria  y  Soufa. 

^  The  Ctunefe,  however,  had  too  much  tea  of  China*    at  die  port  of  Sanctanu 

Dutch  policy  utterly  to  expel  any  merchan-  And  an  event  which  refiites  nil  tlie  Je- 

dize  from  their  harbours.     A  few  years  fiucical  accounts  of  the  greafinefs  of  the 

after  thls,^  the  Portuguefe  who  brought  gold  power  and  perfedtion  of  the  Chindie  |d* 

from  Africa  and  ipicery  ftom  India  were  vemm^t,  ftoon   gave  them  a  better  fet*- 

allowed  to  porchafe  the  Sika,  porcelauii  aud  tlement.    A  pirate>  named  Tchang-fi-lao» 

inado 
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nM^ccs,  ^n  apology  for  mentioning  this^  and  calls  it  a  matter  of 
tyadd| .  a  .fubjcd  unworthy  of  grave  hiAory:  '  •     "*"  * 

•  While  Sequeyra  was  engaged  in  a  fecond  attempt  upbri  Dfb^ 
Dluarte  de  Menezes  arrived  in  India,  and  fucccded  him  in  office: 
Unmeaning  flaughter  on  the  coafts  of  Madagafcar,  the  Red  Sea, 
India,  and  the  Maluco  idands,  c6mprife  the  whole  hiflory  of 
hk  regency.  <i  .. 

V  -About  tnis  time  died  Emmanuel,  king  of  Portugal.  If  thi^ 
hiftory  fecm  to  arraign  his  government,  it  will  alfo  prbVe  ha\V 
difEcult  it  is  for  the  moft  vigilant  king  always  to  receive  jtift'-in* 
telligence.  For  Emmanuel  was  both  a  great  and  a  good  king* 
Of  great  vigilance  in  council,  of  great  magnanimity  in  the  exe- 
cution of  all  his  enterprizes  :  Of  great  capacity  in  diftinguifti- 
ing  the  abilities  of  meh^  and  naturally  libei-al  in  the  reward'  bf 
merit.  If  fuch  a  prince  as  Emmanuel  erred,  if  his  adminiftrai* 
tioni  of  Indian  affairs  in  any  inflance  arraign  his  policy,  \tt  it 
thence  be  inferred,  what^  exactitude  of  intelligence  is  necefTdiy 
to  the  happy  government  of  a  diilant  colony. 

The  maladminiftration  of  Indian  affairs  was  now  the  poptilir 
complaint  at  the  court  of  Lifboh.  The  traffic  of  India  which 
had  raifed  the  Caliphs  of  Egypt  to  the  height  of  their  formid*- 
able  power,  and  which  had  enriched  Venice,  was  now  found' 
fcarcely  fufficient  to  fupport  the  military  method  of  command- 
ing it^  pra^ftifed  by  the  Portuguefe.  A  General  of  the  firft 
abilities  was  wanted,  and  the  celebrated  Vafco  de  Gdma, '  bid  as; 
he  now  was,  honoured  with  the  title  of  Count  de|^Vidigutfcyrtl> 
was  appointed  Viceroy  by  John  III.  In  1 524  Gama  arrivfed  the 
third  time  in  India.  Cochin,  the  f&ithfdl  ally  and  chief  trading 
port  of  the  Portuguefe,^  was  threatened  by  a  powerful  army  of 
the  Zamorim,  and  the  Indian  feas  were  infilled  by  ntimberkf& 
fleets  of  Moors,  whom  their  enemies  caKed  piratds;  '  To^  ftrp- 
prefs  thefe  Gama  fent  different  fquadrons,  who  Werfc  ^ 'fticcefsfiilf 

in  executing  their  orders.     Bat  while  he  meditated  far'  gi^eater 

•  <■ 

made  himfelf  msfter  of  the  little  i/Iand  of  pire  of  diiha  could  not  do,  and  the  ifland* 

Macao.    Here  he  boilt  fleets  which  blocked  of  Macao  wa»  given  them  by  the  emperor,, 

np  the  ports  of  China,  and  laid  feiee  to  in  reward  of  this  eminent  fervice.    The. 
Canton  itfelf.    In  this  crifis  of  diftrefs  the    ,  porcelain  of.  China  is  pot  ,fo  brittle,  nor  the 

Chinefe  implored  the  affifbince  of  the  Por-  nsures  apon  it  more  awkward,  than  the* 

tMgaefCt  wttom  they  had  lately  expelled  as  uinefe.  ftren^th  and  policy  moft  appear,  in 

the  worSt  of  mankind.    Two  or  three  Por-  xhp  light  .which    this   ev«nt  throws,  qpoik 

tiigiiafe  loops  eiefied  what  die  potent  emi-  them. 

4iefigns> 
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deiigns^  deiigiis  of  the  faitifr  exalted  and  liberal  policy  wMcb 
had  bten  begun  by  himfelf,  and  fb  glof ioufly  profccuWd  by  A1-* 
buqQ6fk9  death,  at  the  end  ofthk-ee  months,  closed  thefegency 
of  Gama.  It  was  the  cudom  of  the  kings  of  Portugal  to  fend 
commiiHons  fealed  up  to  India,  with  orders,  which  {hould  bd 
firft  opened  when  a  fucceflbr  to  government  was  wanted.  Gama^ 
who  brought  with  him  three  of  thefe,  finding  the  approach  of 
diflblQfion,  opened  the  fi)-fl  commiflioii.  And  as  Henry  de 
Meriezes,  therein  named^  was  at  Goa,  he  appointed  Lopez  Va2 
de  Sampayo,  a  man  of  great  abilities,  to  take  the  command  till 
Menesses  arrived.  When  Mene2:es  arrived  at  Cochin,  he  pro- 
hibited the  ufual  marks  of  public  joy  on  his  elevation,  and  faid, 
it  was  more  hec^ffary  to  mourn  for  the  lofs  of  their  late  Vice^ 
foy.  Nor  did  the  public  condud  of  the  new  governor,  the 
£rft^  ikys  Faria,  who  honoured  the  memory  of  his  prddecefibr, 
deviate  from  thi^  generous  principle.  A  Portuguefe  vefiel  at 
thi6  time  committed  feve!*al  depredations  on  (hites  at  peace  with 
Portugal.  This  {hip>  by  order  6f  Menczes,  was  taken,  ind  the 
cr^w  were  impaled.  A  noble  inftance  of  juftice^  of  more  po- 
litical fervice  than  all  the  vi^ories  of  a  Socirezi  •  The  dafe^r  of 
Cochin  required  war,  aAd  Menezes  6irried  it  into  the  territories 
of  the  Zamorim,  whom  he  feverely  hikmbkd.  The  Portugufefe 
arms  cleared  the  feas  of  pirates,  took  the  ftrong  ciliy  of  Dofar, 
arnd  reduced  fome  valuable  idaads  on  the  Red  Sea.  Great  pre- 
parations were  alfo  made  for  the  redadion  of  Dio,  when  Me- 
neeest  after  a  regency  of  thirteen  nwnths,  died  of  a  mortifica- 
tiofn  in  his  leg.  That  he  left  the  military  powtr  of  the  Portu- 
guele  much  more  formidable  thin  he  found  iu  2s :  tSie  loaft  of 
his  praife.  Every  wher^,  at  Orfnuz  in  ^rticirkr,  hb  Curbed 
the  in6>lence  and  rapacity  of  his  qoufttrymen,  and  proved  that 
time  was  only  wanting  for  him  to  have  reftored  the  Situation  of 
Indira  as  left  by  Albuquerk.  He  convinced  the  Indian  {Princes 
that  rapacity  was  not  the  ch^rfew^er  of  all  the  Portuguefe,  for  he 
accepted  of  no  prefent,  though  many,  as  the  cuftom  of  the 
country,  were  offered  to  him.  .  At  his  death,  which  happened 
in  his  thirtieth  j^af,  thirteen  reals  ind  an  half,  not  a  erown  in 
the  whole,  was  all  the  private  prbperty  found  in  ^e  pofleflion 
of  thi^  young  governor. 

Other  tranfaftions   novv  ftitceid.      The  ficbrtd  ind   third 
commiilions,    brought   by   G^ma^    were  unopened^    aad  left 

he 
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be  «vbo  wu  firA  name4  iboyld  ^e  diAant^  Menezes^  on  his 
d^h'^bediM^ppoialecl  jFcftncis  ^e  $a  tq  aiTume  the  command 
till  ihe  arrivJiJ  of  itljjerprapor  govfixnof.  On  opening  the  fecond 
commiffion,  Pedro  de  Mafcarenhas  wgs  found  named.  As  this 
officer  waaatMalaca^  a  council  was  held,  wherein  it  was  re- 
iblved  tofet.nilde  Francis  de  Sa,  and  open  the  third  commif^ 
(ion.  Sampayo,  who  in  this  was  appointed,  took  an  oa^h  to. 
rdign  on  the  arrival  of  Mafcarene,  aud  immediately  he  sflamed 
the  pow^r  of  goveroweat.  .  AJafcarene  about  tlys  time  per- 
forcMd  fome  a^ona  /of  gi-mt  military  fplendor  in  .defeni;e  of 
Malaca.  The  king  of  ]3^atam»  with  feveral  auxiliary  princes^ 
who  with  numerous  armies  threatened  deftru^tlon  to  the  Portu- 
gucfe  fettlementy  were  defcjated  by  this  brave  officer.  The 
Spaniards  i^bont  thi^  time  took  poQkffiQn  of  fome  of  the  Maluco 
Hlands,  where  .the  troai:hery  of  the  Portuguefe  had  made  their 
iiame  odious.  Don  George  de  Meneze$  and  Don  Garcija  En- 
riquez,  t\yo  captains  on  thisftatioPf  put  one  another  alternately 
in  irons.  They  at  lafl;  came  to  a  ^ivil  war>  wherein  Garcia 
was  woiriled  ;  and  Menezcs  was  defeated  by  the  Spanigrds^  who 
publickly  executed  fome  of.  bis  .od£cer6«  as  traitors  to  Charkiq  Y* 
to  whom  they  owed  no  allegian^ e.^  Opprcffed  by  the  tyc anoy 
of  the  Moorsu  the  king.of  Sunda  implored  the  protection  of 
the  Portuguefe,  ofiered  to  pay  a  confiderable  tribute,  .and  en-*- 
treated  them  to  buik  a  fort  in  his  dominions.  Yet  UwM^not: 
in  the  power  of  Sampayo  to  reftore  the  tranquillity.of  the  JM»^ 
lucos,  or  to  improve  the  offers,  of  Sunda.  He  had  eng^ged  ia* 
a  icheme  of  policy  which  fettered  bis.operatioDSv .  Om  yillainy 
muft  be  defended  by  another,  ami  the  pabUe  interi^ft  ipiuil  be 
fecondary  in  the  politics  of.  the ,  moft  able  Ufurper  pf  unjuft, 
power.  Sampayo  was  refolved  to  withhold  the  regeoc^r  fromi 
Mafcarene,  and  therefore  to  ftrengthea  hinife}f  at  Coehin  waSf 
his  firft  care..  .  Where  his  own  iotereft  and  that  of  the  public; 
were  one,  Sampayo  behaved  as  a  great  commander  i  b)u(  wJb^Q: 
they  were  lefs  immediately  a>&n^5ted,i  that  of  the  bitter  .vas 
even  neceflkily  megkiSbed,  and  fell  into  tma»  It  .wa9  hi$  ipti^reft. 
to  cruih  the  Zftmorim,  and  he  gained  confiderable  vi<3:oribe9*  Qv>er 
Cutial,  admiral  of  the  moft  formidable  fleet  which. had  hitberto/ 
been  fitted  out  from  the  ports  of  Calicut.  S^vapayio  then  &i)ed. 
to  Goa,  where  Francis  de  Sa.  reftiled  to  ackw>wledge  hiin  a$> 
governor.    vThis  difpute  was  iuhoutfid  to  the  council,  of  the 

city^ 
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city,  and  the  man  in  power  was  confirmed.  Sa  was  then  fcnt 
ito  build  a  fort  in  Sunda,  but  the  politics  of  Sampayo  could' not 
fpare  a  force  fufficient  to  overawe  the  Moors,  and  Francis  dc  iSa 
could  not  effedl  his  dcfign. 

The  artful  Sampayo  now  wrote  to  the  king  of  Portugal,  that 
a  mod  formidable  hoflile  alliance  was  in  meditation.  The  nor- 
thern princes  were  ready  to  affift  the  king  of  Cambaya,  and 
Solymari,  the  Turkifh  admiral,  had  promifed  the  Soldan  to 
drive  the  Portugucfe  from  India,  if  he  would  give  him  a  com* 
petent  armamcAt.  It  was  the  intereft  of  Sampayo  to  make 
every  preparation  of  defence,  and  every  excufe  for  preparation. 
But  he  ftill  kept  near  Cochin.  The  brave  Heftor  de  Sylveyra 
was  fent  to  Dio  and  other  places,  and  the  reputation  of  the 
adlions  he  performed  ftrengthened  the  authority  of  the  Ufurper. 
A  fleet  of  five  fliips  now  arrived  from  Portugal,  and  brought 
two  new  commiflions.  Thcfe  were  opened  by  Mexia,  in- 
fpeftor  of  the  revenue,  and  Lopez  Vaz  de  Sampayo,  contrary 
to  the  former  commiflions,  was  here  named  prior  to  Pedro  d^ 
Mafcarene.  What  an  infatuation  of  government  was  this !  Had 
all  been  happy  in  India,  this  mufl  have  banifhed  harmony  from 
the  councils  of  the  Portuguefe,  and  for  a  time  unhinged  the 
operations  of  jufl  authority.  Sampayo,  when  he  took  tne  oath 
to  refign  to  Mafcarene,  difpatched  a  mefTage  to  Malaca  with 
the  tidings.  Mafcarene  immediately  afTumed  his  power  there, 
and  Sampayo,  who  now  expected  hi$  arrival,  held  a  council  at 
Cochin.  It  is  almofl  needlefs  to  name  the  refult.  He  was 
prefent,  and  in  power ;  and  it  was  refolved  that  Mafcarene 
/hould  not  be  acknowledged  as  governor.  Sampayo  then  retired 
to  Goa,  and  left  Mexia  at  Cochin  to  give  Mafcarene  the  re- 
ception concerted  between  them.  Immediately  as  Mafcarene 
landed,  Mexia's  fpear  run  him  through  the  arfti,  feveral  of  his 
company  were  wounded  by  the  armed  attendants  of  Mexia,  and 
a  retreat  to  the  fleet  faved  the  lives  of  Mafcarene  and  his  friends. 

When  the  tidings  of  this  reached  Goa,  Henry  Plgucra  fup- 
pofed  the  friend  of  the  ejedcd  governor  was  difpofieffed  of  the 
command  of  Coulam,  and  Mexia  was  by  Sampayo  appointed -to 
fucceed.  Anthony  de  Sylveyra  was  fent  to.  take  Mafcarene  at 
fea,  to  put  him  in  irons,  and  to  deliver  him  prifoner  to  Simon 
de  Menezes,  commander  of  Conanor ;  all  which  was  performed. 
This  haughty  tyranny,   however,    produced  loud  complaints. 

The 
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Tilje.'»ln|mlUSl^/.^w»sgene^  commander  of 

Chattl,  ,Tenbi(inftratcd,  and. the  brave  Hedor  de  Sylveyra  boldlyi 
Upbraided  Sanif>ajo  jGor  his  unworthy  treatment  of  Mafcareney 
tQ  whon):a:tittal.  had:  been,  refuied.  i  Sampayo^  fierce,  refolute  to 
pGrfiQ:j\  Hc€tqt  retired^  aod  fummbned  the  council  of  Goa* 
A  lettQiiJigned  by  th^iec  hundred^  who  promifed  to  fupport  him 
93  g^vc^or,  was  r^nt.  to  Mafcarenc.  It  was  alfo.  agreed,  to 
ieiiscQ  SajQcipayQ^;.but.he:^  this  defign,  andim«> 

priionmeot  WM  thq  foctune  of  the  braye  Hedor.  MenezeSy 
gOTfsmor  of  Cananor,  as  fooa-as  he  received  information  from 
Gqaiof  the  caufe.  why  Mafcarene  was  in  chains,  fet  hifn  free, 
and^  together  with  Souza,  commandant  of  Chaul,  and  Anthony 
4^  .Aacevedoj  admiral  of  the  Indian  feas,  acknowledged  him  go- 
y^VDOt^  cThe  Portuguefe  were  now, on  the  eve  of  a  war  among. 
^emfelves,  when  Azev.edo  and  other  leaders  propofed  to  ao-> 
C0QimQda|;iei  difpotes  by  arbitration.  Sampayo  with  great  cuxi^ 
fjiilg  managed  .this  affair*  He  delayed  his  confeht,  thoujgh  on 
the  tn-ink  pf  ruin»  till  he  knew  who  were  named  as  judges,  and 
tUl  h/$  had  jprocured  a,  pardon  .for  AIonzaMexia,  his.  friend,. 
whQ.  had  attempted  the  life  of  Mafcarene.  Yet,  though  the 
deferjdera  of  thi^  braver  officer  .had  influcncd  to  remiove  one  of 
the  apppinted  judges,: and  to  add  fiveif  others  of  their  own!noiiuH' 
9^^ob^.  the  arts  of  Sampayo  pircvailed. '  The  chief  inhabitants 
Qf.  Coohin  attended,  .and  confcious  of  their  former  vot^  in 
council  againil^JVIafcarene,  declared,  that  if  his  title  was  pre- 
ferredf  they  would  rev^plt  to  the  Moors.  He  who  does  a  n^aa 
^Q  In'j^Yt  generally  becoines  the  rancorous  enemy  of  the  in^ 
jjured  m^af:  and  evi^n  the  friends  of  him/whofe  power  is  on  the 
cJqt^i^Pii'Cfautioufly  withdraw  iffiom  his  interefi.  The  council' 
of  Goa,  who  had  promifed  to  fupport*  .now  dcfertedx Mafcarene, 
forward  to  make  their  peace  where  they  feared  to  oppofe* 
^W*yOt/  was-  4cclarcd  lawA^  governor,  and  Mafcarene  em- 
bwked  fbrfLi%>ni  wTtere  he  was  honourably  received  by  the^ 
hi^it  apAffl£i;?!War4l^  appointed  goverpor  pf  Azambr* 

,i»  Africa^.  Dii'his  return  from  ^htoee  he  pcrifhed  at  fta! 
!,MS^53pi3j9>  npw  un4iit]arbed  *by  .a  rival,  but  Qonfcioui  of  the 
aa^tU^tion^ .which  Mafcarene  would  lay  againd  him,  exerted  all 
his  abilities  Jto  rccomm^       hipifelf  to  his  fovereign.     But  Al- 
meyda,,not  Albiiiquerkj  was. the  pahern  he  imitated.  .  The  prin^* 
cipal  leaders  of  the  Turkifh  fleet  had  been  affaflinated  by  the* 

m  ^  *  friends 
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firiemdiofrctth^otlier^'  iind.tb^  trarlAaps^wcaao^fcatttrralrtin  tld^ 
Icreht  places.  Simpaijro :  fent  :A]zovbd6  r  ix>  ^krd^  cUr  he  t  btfttf <) 
find^  and  Alonzo  de  Mdoi  was;  dif|>atched  i  ifildr^  k:ipropfP 
force  to  erectafbrt  on  the  ifl^d  -bf  i  Suodoi  iWJrtt'hsav^'Ac^^ 
cu£iti6n  of  his  fbrmer  condod^<  deivotedbo  his  priloaid  iatttrnfty 
was  thb  kte  exdcuiiDnoftheTe.imttmtahtxleiigiiB  I  nOtfaetfOBlp^ 
tains  were  jfent  upon  varioos  jecBpbdiCiaisfe.r  He^w  ^erS^hn^rt; 
one  of  the- moil  gallant  dffic^s  isVerfcnf /f»hl  x£bc^ 
greatly  diilinguiflied  him&lf$!  Jdhn  Dc!fe»)tidUto 
of  the  Zamorini's.  fteet^/'CQAhamamied  byrrQudoIc^/ia  ^^^ 
admiral  ^  and  Sampayo  himfelf  j^read  tfaugbter  anod '  dtf^^sM 
ftalion  over  the  feas  and  fhorcsof  India;  :  EMery  whtte;  dif^ 
Faria/  there  was  fire  and  fword>  ruin  and  dd(hrQd:ian«-^  fothM^ 
ipidft  of  this  bloody  career,  Nunio  de  Cxsnka  arrived  with -dt 
Gocnmiffion  to  fucceed  Sampayo.  Sampayb  plekded  to  finl^ 
what  he:  bad  begun^  to  clear  the  iea6  of!  pirMQs  >  aild  Noftid^ 
aocordrng  to  the  honour  of  thatage^  granted  his  re<|tteft(  thl^t  IC 
m^t  not  be.faidhe  had  reaped  the  laurdEs  already  g^tt^edl:)/ 
another.  Some  time  after  this,  Nunicin  his^woy  to  Cdtfhin^y 
pis£  into  the  harbour  of  Cananor.-  Sampayo,  who  happ^iied  ttf 
be  there^  fent  hist  brother  in  law,-  Johrt  I>e2a,  to  NuAio^  in-^ 
vitiBg  him  to.  come  afhofe  ^id  receive  the  refignation  of  the  go-*' 
vemor*  But  Nunio  perhaps  feared  a  fnare,  and  he  ii^fifted  thae 
Sampayo  ffaould  come  on  board.  He  came,'  and  having  refigned^ 
with  the  ufiial  folemnities^  was  ordered  by  Nunio  to  atti^nd  him' 
to  Cochin,  where,  by  order  of  the  n^w  governor,  hU  elfeids 
wer&'feized  and  hss  penbn  ienprifoned.  And  foonfa&er,  simid 
^e  in£ults  of  the  Crroudr  he  was  put  aboarda  fliip  and  fitnti^fi^. 
ibner  to  Liibon,.  where  his  life  and  his  property  wefe  kfttothe 
deter mihatibn-6f  the  fovereign*.  '        :  !  /  / 


^  When  Siunpayo  was  ari-eftdd,  *' Tett  carried  to  VHt  tMe,  ^d-HAretiotXh^iA' 

Nuftic^  faid  he,   /  ha*ve  irkfYifiwed  oilets,  udmzeon,  wh»enotttthhuiii9^^ 

aid  am  nov)  imfri/onedy  and  one  wll  come  mitted  to  Tee  Kim.     After  two  yearsi  t%& 

/«(  mfHfifi  Jbkti'^    Wfacb  this  was-  report-  '  Duke  pf  Brag^nzi;  wlto'aAbii«d  his  mlfi-^ 

ed»  **  Tell  Samfa^a,    fyxd  N^mioi' /^  /  tarji;  9xploit9|  procmtiliBtn^ii  .Whenlte^ 

ddtiSt  it  noil  hat  there  fiall  he  fhit  difference  ,    was  brought  before  the  king,  who  was  fnr- 

het^ween  tA ;  te  defir<Ves  imprifonikent\  but  I  .    rdkiided  wicH  his  coun(^  and  judges,  his 

Jh/iR  npt  d^it^ot  it  J'    Whea  the  fhip  wtiidi  long  whitt  beard  which  obi^Md  his  h)6ti 

carried  S^oroayo  ariived  at  die  iflc  of  Ttfr*  '   and  the  other  tokens  of  his  fnfethig^r  fays' 

cera,   an  oniccr,   who  waited  his  arrival.  Paria,  might  have  moved.  MaTcarene  hiin- 

pot  him  ia  Irftns.    When  he  landed  at  Li^  Ml  to  fornvenefi.    He  made  a  ]«b^  maf<* 

bon,  he  Wa^f  fet  npoh  a  mule»  loaded  with  -  ,   terly'fpeech,  Wherdn  Be  emmM^ated  his  fer*^ 

dtfins,  and  amid  the  infults  of  the  populace,  vices,  pleaded  the  neceifitict  of  public  aiSai^, 

and 
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,7hc  ^€^  ^o4  cbara^r  of  th^s  extniardiaary  man  demand  the 
^entioa  of  .every  country  po^^d  of  colonies.  Hi$  abilities 
Wpre  certainly  of  the  Eril  rate>  but  havine  m^de  one  Aep  of 
villamr^  the  aecefTity  of  fqlf-defence  rend|qre^:b^  talents  of  Uttk 
benenty  ratjuer  of  great  prejudice  to  bis  country.  Tbe  Porta- 
guefe.*writers»  indeed^  talk  in  bigh  term^  of  his  eminent  fer- 
vices  and  military  glory.  But  there  is  a  furer  teft  than  t^eit 
opinion^  The  I'ndian  princes  ^  iincer.ely  xmurned  oyer  x^c  afbei 
of  Albuquerk^  whom  they  called  their  father ;  but  there  was  4 
general  joy  on  the  departure  of  their  tyrant  Sampaya ;  a  certain 
proof  that  his  conduft  was  of  infinite  prejudice  to  the  intereft 
of  Portugal.  However  high  and  dreadful  they  may  feem^  men 
in  his  fituation  never  dare  tp  punifli  without  refpeiS  of  the  of^ 
fender's  consie(3ions«  The  tyranny  -  of  George  de  Menezes^ 
governor  of  Maluco,  under  Sampayo^r  difgrace^  hmmaa  nature. 
He  openly  robbed  the  houfes  of  the  Mopriih  merchants,  cut 
off  the  hands  of  fome,  and  looked  on,  while  a  magifbrate,  who 
had  dared  to  complain,  was,  by  his  order,  devoured  by  dqgs.f*^. 
If  the  embarraiTment  of  Sampayo  was  the  only  protefbion  of 
this  mifcreant,  others,  however, .  had  his  fandtion.  Camoens, 
that  enthufiaft  of  his  nation's  honour,  in  an  apoflrophc  to  Maf- 
carene,  thus  charad;erjfes  the  regency  of.  the  UfurpiBr,  ^^  Avarice 
and  ambition  now  in  India  fet  their  face  openly  agaiaft  God  and 
juAice;  a  grief  to  thee,  but  not  thy  ibame!"  And  Camoeuf 
is  exceeding  accurate  in  the  fads  of  hiftory,  and  .with  the  xefi 
of  his  countrymen,  admires  the  military  renown  of  Sampayo^ 
But  if  Sampayo  humbled  the  Moors»  it  ihould  alfa  be  remem-*' 
bered  that,  according  to  Faria,  thefe  people  had  improved  the 


^nd  arged  the  examples  of  others,  wh6  had 
been  nwgtdod.  His  defence  ftaggered  the 
kiQ^'ft  rt&luQOQ  ag^oft  hkn,  but  kis  ufar- 
pation  could  not  be  forgiven,  fie  was  fen- 
tmced  to  pay  Materene  1 0,000  d^cats^  (6 
forfeit  htt  allow^Qcq  ^b  g^ven\or>  ^d  to^  be 
baniffied  into  Africa.  But  he  was  after* 
vrard^  aHowcd  to  return  m  ^  private  ftation 
ti  Portugal  Hk^  friend  Aloaza  Mexia^ 
the  inipedlor  of  th^  revenue,  was  alfo  fe- 
verely  punifhed,  if  lefs  than  his  rapacity  de- 
ierved,  m^  be  called  fev^re. 

*  This  tyrant,  on  his  return  to  Lifboo, 
was  banifhed  to  the  Brazils,  where,  in  a 
rcticoiltiter  wltl^  the  natives',  tte  was  taiketi 
^piTckic^i  tffld*  di6d  iihc  death  of  a&'  Am^tkan 


•  f  <  '  .  1 

captive.  The  vi£lim  is  tied  to  a  tree,  hi) 
teeth- and  nsdls  are  drawn*  bumixig  wood  & 
hetd  to  every  tflndei*^  Mrt,  kis  Toafted  fingera 
are  put  into  the  bowf  of  a  pipe  and  fmoaKed 
by  the  favages;  hiVtbrmeRforswith  liorrid. 
howh  daiyse  ro^n^  huxi«  vitoiipding  him  at 
every  turn  with  their  poign^rds ;  his  eyes 
ate  at  laft  thrut  out,  and  he  is  let  Ibofe  tp 
iflaggecaboot  as  hii  torture  impds  hiio«  Aa . 
foon  as  he  expires,  his  diiTevcred  liml^  an 
boiled  in  the  war-kettle,  and  devoured  ^y 
hiis  exeontKTRcrs.  WhUe  Qeorge  de  Meiio- 
zes  fuflered  this  torture,  charity  would  hope 
that  the  remembrance  of  his  cnieldes  in 
^ndia  gwrc  Jiiai  his  fcver^f!  pains.  *  ^ 
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divifions  msidc  by  his  politics,  grtadjr  tb  the  huf t  of  the  Por- 
tugucfe  fettlcments.  Arid  when  he  cUd  cdnquer;  'pUtHcd  ttn  by 
the  rage  to  do  fomething  eminejit,:  every  victory  was  ttvily 
Gothic,  and  was  in  "its  confequeixce  uncommcrciai/  It  Is  not 
earthquakes  and  whirlwinds  that  revive  a  blighted  harWft ;  the 
gentle  rains  and  mild  dews  of  heaVen  alone  diffofe  fertility,  and 
heal  the  chafms  of  the  withered  foiL  Malaca,  while  governed 
by  the  injured  Mafcarene,  was  the  only  divifion*  of  *  Portugneft 
Afia  where  commerce  flourished.  After  his  departure,  all  was 
wretchcdriefs ;  Portugucfe  againft  Portugueft,  prrdpy  and  rapine 
here  and  at  the  Malucos.  In  what  condition  the  reft  were  left 
by  Sampayo  will  foon  appear. 

The  king  of  Cochin,  the  valuable  ally  and  auxiliary  of  the 
Portuguefe,  was  confined  by  the  fmall-poy  when  N'unio  arrived'. 
Nunio  offered  to  wait  upon  him,  but  the  king  declined  the  inter- 
view on  account  of  the  infedion,  though  a  fight  of  the  newgovcr- 
hor,  he  added,  h*e  was  fure  would  cure  his  fever .^  Nunio  waited 
upon  him,  -and  heard  a  long  lift  of  the  injuries  and  rapine  com- 
mitted by  Sampayo  and  Mexia.  Thefe,  in  true  policy,  Nunio 
redreffed;  ,and  the  Icing,  who  complained  that  be  had  been 
kept  as  a  flave  in  his  own  palace,  was  now  made  happy.  Nunio 
vifited  the  other  princes  in  alliance  with  Portugal,  and  af  every 
court  and  harbour  found  oppreffion  and  injuftice.  At  Ormuz 
in  particular,  tyranny  and  extortion  bad  defied  refiftance.  Nunio 
foothed  and  redreffed  the  wrongs  of  the  various  princes.  Pro- 
damation  was  made  everywhere,  inviting  the  injured  Moors 
and  Indians  to  appear  before  him  and  receive  redrefs.  Many 
appeared,  .and  to  the  aftonifhment  of  all  India,  juftice  was  con- 
fpicuoufly  diftributed.  Raez  Xarafo,  the  creature  of  Sampayo, 
prime  minifter^.  or  rather  tyrant  of  the  king  of  Ormuz,  ftood 
accufed  of  the  moft  horrid  crimes  of  office.  Rapine  was  defend- 
ed by  murder;  and  the  fpirit  of  induftry,  crufhed  to  the  ground^ 
fighed  for  fupport  amid  the  defolate  ftreets.  Innocence  and  in* 
duftry  were  now  protected  by  Nunio,  and  Xarafo,  though  a 
ilative  of  India,  was  fent  in  irons  to  Lifbon  to  take  his  trial. 
Nor  was  Nunio  forgetful  of  the  enemies,  while  thus  employed 
in  reftoring  to  prosperity  the  allies  of  Portugal  *•     Heftor  de 

» 

*  Before  hii-arrivaU  Nanio  greuxly  diC^  Melinda  and  Zanzibar  to  great  diflre(8« 

tingnilhed  himfelf  on  the  Ethiopian  coaft.  Nunio  reduced  Mombaza  to  aHies,  oqd  left 

The  Idng.  of  Mombaza,  in  hatred  to  the  a  garrifon  at  Melinda,    which  afterwanda 

Portuguefe,  had  again  reduced  the  kings  of  rendered  condderable  fervice  to  that  city. 


lis  iT  iK\0  JJ^VOTI  O  N:  hxJLv: 

Syheyra,  .with  a  large  flectj  made  a  line  acrofs  the  golpfi  at  rhe 
SDouth  of  the  Red,Seay  and  let  not  a  Moorifh  or  Effyptian  rcffel 
efcape«  Anthony  Galvam^  a  very  «nthufiaft  in  honefty,  wtfs 
fcnt  by  Nunio  to  fucceed  Ataide,  governor  of  the  Malucos,  21 
villairt  who  tirod  in  the  ftcps  of  Mcnezes.  All  was  in  eonfufion 
whcA.»Galvam  arrived;  but  he  had  infinitely  more-  difficulty ^j 
fays  j^arla,  to  fupprefs  the  villainy  of  the  Portuguefe^  than  td 
guell  the  hoAile  natives.  By  his  wifdom,  however,  refolutic»i; 
and  moil  for upulpus  integrity,  the  Malucos  once. more  became  a 
flaurifliing  fettlement^and  the  neighbouring  kings,  fomc-of  whom; 
he  had  vanquifhed,  entreated  his  continuance  .^hen  he  received 
his  recal.  Anthony  de  Sylveyra  fpread  the  terror  of  his.. arms 
along  the  hoftile  coaift  of  Cambaya,  and:  from  thence  to  BengaL 
Stephen  dc  Gama,  fon  of  the  great  Vafco,  was  fent  to  Malacav 
which,  he  efFedlually  fecured,  by  the  repeated  defeats ^  of . the 
neighbouring  princes  in  hoftility.  And  the  governor  ;himfelf 
attempted  Dio;  but  while  employed. in  the  redutflion  of  the 
ftrongly  fortified  ifland  of  Beth,  where,  the  brave  Heftor  de 
Sylveyra  fell^a  great  reinforcement,  commanded  by  Muftapha, 
a  Turk,  entered  Dio,  and  enabled  that  city  to  hold  out  agaii»ft 
all  the  vigorous  attacks  of  Nunio.  t 

While  the  governor  was  Aus  employed,  in  reftoringi-the 
ilrength  of  the  Portuguefe  fettlements,  fcenes,  new  to  thePor** 
tuguefe,  opened,  and  demanded  the  exertion  of  all  his  wifiiom 
and  abilities.  One  of  thofe  brutal  wars,  during  which  thfe 
eadern  princes  defolate  kingdoms  and  fhed  the  blood*  of  mil- 
lions, now*  broke  forth.  Badur,  king  of  Guzarat  or  Cambaya, 
one  of  thofe  horrid  cbaradters  common  in  oriental  hiftony:, 
afcended  the  throne,  through  the  blood  of  fais: father  aiodieldf^ 
brothers*.  Innumerable  other  murders, . a£ts  of  poffidyaivii'Uft^'* 
juil,  invafions  of  his  neighbours,  increafed  his  >tcriitoiEe$^ . Vhen 
the  Mogul,  or  king  of  Delhi,  fent  a  demand  of  1  homage  land 
tribute.  Badur  flayed  the  ambaflfadors  alive,  aqd/boaflcd. that 
thus  he  would  always  pay  his  tribute  and  homage.  Armies  of 
about  200^000  men  were  raifed  on  each  iide,  and:  alterjiately 
dedroytd,  fbmetimes  by  the  fwbrd,  fometimes  by^  famine. 
New  armies  were  repeatedly  muftered,  inferior  kingdoms  were 
defolated  as  they  marched  along,  but  Badur  was  at  laft  reduced 
to  the  loweft  extremity.  In  his  diftrefs  he  implored  the  affif- 
tance  of  the  Portuguefe,  and  not  only  yielded  Dip,  a  city  among 
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almoft  inacceflible  rocks,  but  gave  permifiiofi  to  Nunio  to  for- 
tify it  as  he  pleafed*.     The  Mogul  alfo  made  large  offers,  butf 
thofe  of  Badur  were  accepted,  and  the  king  of  Delhi's  army 
foon  after  withdrew  from  Cambaya.     Abraham,  king  of  Decan, 
entitled  Hydal  Can>  had  about  this  time  laid  feige  to  Golconda 
with  an  army  of  near  half  a  million,    but  Cotamaluco,   the 
prince  whom  he  befieged,  found  means  to  defeat  him  by  fa- 
mine.    Abraham  had  dethroned  his  own  brother,  Mulacham, 
and  thrufl  out  his  eyes.     Azadacam,  an  expert  Mohammedan, 
at  the  head  of  a  large  army,  endeavoured  to  revenge  Mulacham, 
when  the  people  of  Decan,  dciblated  by  thefe  brutal  wars,  en- 
treated Nunio  to  take  the  dominion  of  their  country,  and  de- 
liver them  from  utter  ruin.     As  the  Decan  forms  the  continent 
oppoiite  to  Goa,  the  offer  was  accepted,  and  ratified  by  the 
confent  of  Azadacam.     Azadacam  now  fled  to  the  king  df  Bif- 
nagar,  the  old  enemy  of  the  Decan,  and  Abraham,  now  affiftcd 
by  Catamaluco,  the  prince  whom  he  befieged  in  Golconda,  in- 
vaded Bifnagar  with  an  army  of  400,000  men  and  700  ele- 
phants.    But  while  hunian  blood  flowed  in  rivulets,  Azadacam 
made  his  peace  with  Abraham,  and  Cotamaluco  joined  the  king 
of  Bifnagar.     King  Badur,  who  owed  his  crown  to  the  Portu- 
guefe^,  now  meditating  their  deftruftion,  entered  into  a  league 
with  the  Hydal  Can.     And  Azadacam,  who  had  ratified  the 
treaty,  by  which  the  miferable  inhabitants  of  Decan  had  put 
thenifelves  under  the  Portuguefe  dominion,   now  advifed  his 
mafter  to  recover  his  territory  by  force  of  arms.     A  war  enfued, 
but  neither   Azadacam,    nor  Solyn^n  Aga   with  his   Perfian 
auxiliaries,  could  expel  the  Portuguefe.     nydal  Can,  tired  hf 
the  groans  of  the  people,  ordered-  hoftilities  to  ceafe,  but  was 
not  obeyed  by  Azadacam.,  who,  to  cover  his  treafon,  attempted 
to  poifon  Hydal  Can.     Yet  foon  after  the  traitor  bought  hispar*^ 


*  One  lago  Botello  performed  the  moft 
wonderful  voyage,  perhaps,  u^Km  record, 
on  this  occafion.  He  was  an  exile  in  India, 
and  as  he  knew  how  eameflly  the  king  of 
Portugal  defired  the  pofleffion  of  Diu,  he 
hoped,  that  to  be  the  meflenrer  of  the 
agreeable  tidings  would  procure  his  pardon. 
Having  got  a  draught  of  the  fort,  and  a 
copy  of  the  treaty  with  Badur,  he  iet  fail 
on  pretence  for  Cambaya,  in  a  vefTel  only 
fixteen  hct  and  an^  half  long,  nine  hrosui. 


and  fear  and  a  half  deep.  Three  Portu- 
gqeib,  kiafervaDts,  andioioelndi&nikves,- 
were  his  crew.  When  out  at  iea  he  dil^ 
covered  his  true  purpofe :  this  produced  a 
mutiny,  in  which  all  that  were  mien  w^  ' 
killed.  BotellQ,  howeivePii  proceed^,  and 
arrived  at  Liibon,  where  his  pardon  was  all 
hi»  reward'.  His  veficl,  by  the  king's  order, 
was  imnediaiely  burned,,  that  £Kh  evideooe 
of  the  fafety  ana  eafe  of  the  voyaj^e  to  ludia 
might  not  remaui. 

don 
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(Jbn  with  ^Wi  fot  gbJd  i*  otAnipotent  In  the  fordid  courts  of  the 
fikft/  Nunio,  hoMrevcr,  compellfed  Azadacam  to  a  truccj  bat' 
4  hdW  enrctny  imrtiediately  arofc.  The  Zamorim,  encouraged 
by  badtfr,  faift?d  an  artny  of  about  50,000  men,  but  was  fix 
tithes  defeated  by  the  Portuguefc,  fiadur  had  now  recourfe  to 
perfidy.  '  He  entreated  a  confefence  with  Nunio  at  Din,  and 
with  tJouza^  the  gbt^ernor  of  the  fort,  with  intention  to  affafli- 
rtatt  them  hoth.  *  But  ere  his  fchcme  was  ripe,  Souza,  one  day, 
Jn  itepping  int6  Badur'S  barge,  fell  into  the  water.  He  was 
tlken  trp  in  fafety,  but  fome  Portuguefe,  who  at  a  diftance  be- 
held his  danger,  rowed  up  haftily  to  his  aiiiftance,  when  Badur, 
troubled  with  a  villain's  fears,  ordered  Souza  to  be  killed.-  Four 
Portuguefe  gtrttlemen  infimediately  boarded  his  barge,  and 
ruAed  on  the  tytant.  lago  de  Miifqueta  wounded  him,  but 
though  thefc  brave  men  loft  their  Kvfes  in  the  attempt,  they 
forded  fiadur  to  leap  over  board  for  fafety.  A  commotion  in 
the  bay  enfued,  and  the  king,  unable  to  fwim  any  longer,  called' 
out  aloud  who  he  was,  and  hegged  affiftance,  A  Portuguefe 
ofRcer  held  out  an  oar,  but  as  Badur  laid  hold  of  it,  a  common 
foldier,  moved  with  honeft  indignation,  ftruck  him  over  the 
face  with  a  halbert,  and  repeating  his  blows,  delivered  the 
world  of  a  tyran^t,  whx>fe  remorfclefs  perfidy  and  cruelty  had 
long  diigraced  human  nature. 

In  this  abridged  view  of  the  dark  barbarous  politics,  un- 
blulhmg  perfidy,  and  defolating  wars  of  king  Badur,  the  king 
of  Ibeihi,  and  the  Hydal  Can,  we  have  a  complete  epitome  of 
the  hiftory  ttf  India/  Century  after  Century  contains  only  a  re- 
petitionr  of  the  fame  changes  in  ptolicy,  the  fame  defolations, 
and  the  fame  dehiges  of  fpilt  blftodf.  And  whb  can  behold  f(x 
horrid  a  pidhire  without  pferteivirtg  the  incftritnahle  trenefits^ 
which  MAY  BE  DIFFUSED  ovcr  the  Eaft  by  a  potertt  lettlemelit 
of  Eurdjjeans,  benefits  which  true  policy,  which  their  oWn  m'-^ 
tereft  deittand  from  their  hahds,  which  have  in  part  beeli  given> 
and  certainly  Will  one  day  be  largely  diffufed.  Nunib,  as'miich' 
as  J>offibly  be  could,  improved  every  opportunity  of  convifhtitij^ 
the  natives,  that  the  friendftiip  of  his  countrymen  was  eap&ble 
of  affording  them  the  iWeft  defente.  Greatly  fuperior  to  the 
grofs  ideas  of  Gcithic  conqueft  he  addrefted  himfelf  to  the  reafort 
ahd  the  interefts  of  th6fe  with  Whom  he  negbcilted.  He  called 
a  meetirtg  of  the  principal  Inhabitants  and  merchants  of  Cani^ 

baya,. 
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l>feytf;i  and  laid  the  parpert  'ofuhe  dead  king  bcfotft  difem,   *Bf 
tfecfe,  th'e;;>trcacherous  defigns  of  king  Badur  fully  appeialred,  im 
fiis  hcgociation  to  engage  the  Grand  Turk  to  drive  the  Porto-^ 
;U<fe  fr6m  India  was  deCedied.     Coje  Zofar,  oner  of  the  *firfl: 
officers  of  Badur,  :and  whtt* vras  prefent at  hx^deisth,  with ievcntl 
l>thfei*Si  witneflcd  the  raanher  of  iX.     A|>d  Mctos  and  TPagans 
alike  acquitted  the  Portuguefe.     Letters^  to  this  pufpofe,  iti 
Arabic  and  Perfic,    iigned  by  Goje  Zofar  and  the  chief  vtitk 
of  Cambaya,    were  difperfcd  by  Nunio  every  where  in  India 
and  the  coafts  of  Arabia.     Nor  did  this  great  politician  flop 
here.     Siiperior  to  bigottry,  he  did  not  look  to  the  Pope's  Bull 
iot  the  foundation  of  authority.     The  free  exercife  of  the  JVIo- 
hammedan  and  Brahmin  religions  was  pernjitted  in  every  Por- 
tuguefe territory,  and  not  only  the  laws,  the  ofHcers  appointed^ 
but  even  the  penfions  given  by  king  Badur,  were  continued^ 
The  Portuguefe,  fettlements  now  enjoyed  profperity.     A  priva-^ 
teefing  war  with  the  Moors  of  Meccay  and  tome  hoftilities  in 
defence  of  the  princes,  his  allies,  were  the  fole  incumbrances 
of  Nunio,    while  India  wa^  again  fteeped  in  her  own  blood* 
While  the  new  king  of  Cambaya  was  dethroned,  while  Omaun^ 
king  of  Delhi  loft  an  army  of  above  400,000  men  in  Bengali 
and  while  Xcrcham,  the  king  of  that  country,  together  with. 
hiR  oWn  life,  loft  almoft  as  many  in  the  feige  of  Calijor,    Nu- 
nio preferved  his  territory. in  the  Decan  in  a  ftate  of  peace  and 
fafcty,  the  envy  of  the  other  provinces  of  India.-     But  the  ar- 
mament of  the  Turk,  procured  by  Badur,    now  arrived^  .and 
threatened  the  deftrudiion  of.  the  Portuguefe.     Selim^  Sultan  pF 
Conrtantinople,  a  few  years  before;  had  defeated  the  Soldafl- of . 
]&ffypt,  and  annexed  his  dominions  to  tlie  Turkifli   empire'. 
Tne  Mohammedan  ftrengtli  was  now  more  confolidated  thaii 
ever.    >The  Grand  Turk  was  at  war,  and  meditated  conqueft^ 
in  Europe.     The  traffic  of  India  was  the  mother  and  nurfoof 
his  navsu  ftrength,  and  the  prefents  lent  by  king  Badur  gave 
him  the  higheft  idea  of  the  riches  pf  Indoftan.     Seventy  large 
veflcls,  well  fupplied  with  cannon  and  all  military  ftores^'Upder 
the  command  or  Soly man,  Bafhaw  of  Cairo,  failed  from 'tlie 
port  of  Suez,   to  extirpate  the  Portuguefe  from  India.     The 
fcamen  were  of  different  nations,  many  of  them  Venetian  galley- 
flaves,  taken  in  war,  all,  of  them  trained  failors  j  and  7600  Ja-- 
nifaries  were  deftined  to  aft  on  (hore.     Some  Portpguele  Rej^e- 
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gftdoc  ^vtre  alio  in  the  fleet ;  and  Cq|e  Zbfar»  who  had  hitherto 
^oen  t|ie  f nffQ4  5>f  Ni|nio»  jptrith  a  ^party  of  Cambafaos,  joined 
iS^yjIMlv  The  hoftile  operations  hegan  with  the  ^ige  of  Dio^ 
hut  when  Nunip  waa.  mdy  to  iail  to  its  relief  with  a  fleet  6f 
pighty  vtflel«»  .Garcia  4e  Noronha  arriy;ed  with  a  coqimiffion  to 
rpac^Q^d  hka  a*  gov^raior.  Nunio  immediately  reiigtied,  and 
Noronhfif  In  providing  a  greater  fleet»  by;  a  criminal  lofs  of 
ti^nc^  reduced,  the  g^rLCbn  of  Dip  tp  the.  greateft  extremity, 
]^fifrC  the  Portuguefe  ihewed  miracles  jc^  t>r^v€ry.  Anthony  de 
SylveyrsL^  the  commainder,  was 4n  every  place..  Even  the  wo^ 
m^n  took  arms  s  the  officers  ladies  went  from  cacppart  to  ram-* 
part  upbraiding  the  leaft  appearance  of  langpur.  Juan  Roderigo^ 
with  a  bairel  of  power  in  his  arms,  paflcd  his  companionst 
maAe  way^  he  cried>  I  carry  my  owfi  and  many  a  mans  death. 
}j)S  own,  however,  he  did  not,  .for  he  reti^ned  jfafe  to  his 
AatioB  i  but  abov^  a  hundred  pf  the  enemy  were  d^royed  by 
thoexplofipn  of  the  powder,  which  he  threw  upon  one  pf  their 
batteries.  Of  .600  men  who  at  firft  were  in  the  garrifon,  forty 
were  not  now  able  to  bear  arms,  when  Coje  Zofar^  irritated  by 
the  inibkace  of  Soly^nan,  forged  a  letter  to.  ,thp  garrifon,  which 
pron^ifed  the  immediate  arriva)  of  Noronha.  .  This,-  as  he  de*-i 
0gned,  fell  into  the  hands  of  Splyman,  who  immediately  hoifled 
his  ^s,  and  with  th{i^  fliattered  remains  of  his  formidable  fleet, 
fled  to  Arabia,  where,  to  avoid  puniflbment,  he  died  hyhia 
own  hands. 

But  while Nunipreftored  the. affairs  of[  India,  the . political 
canker  at  the  court  of  (iifl>on  accumulated  its -malignity ._  H^e 
did  x^  amofe  them  with  the  glare  of  unmeaning  Gothic  con- 
qu^fb,  and  the  wifdpm  of  h^s  pplicy  was  u^perceived.  Even 
taeir  hiAorians  ieem  infenflble  of  it,  and  even  the  author  of 
Hijiwe  Pbilofophifuey  in  his  account  of  the  Portuguefe  pqlitics, 
pays  no  attention  tp  Nu^io,  though  he  evf^n  improved  upon  the 
ideas. c^Altiftqucfk.  In  pla?^  pif.jreward?,  chains  were  pre- 
pan^  in)  Portugal  for  this  gr^at  commander ;  but  his  death  at 
fea,  afterria  happy  regency, pf  abpHt, ten  years,  prevented. thfii 
coniplction  pf  his  country'^  jngratitude;  .    T     ,t 

i  )  When  Noronha . was,  fent,  to. jfup^rcede  Nunio,.  aa  allegprica) 
poet  might  feign  that  thj? /iaen|ou  of  u^fjituaijp^*,  dirpi^<?d  ^  4^^ 
councils  of  Lifbon.  Noronha^s  regency  began  with  an  infamous 
delay  of  the  fuccour^  (JeiiUAfid  bjij,  l^unio^  fjf^  J>io.     Coje  Zofar, 
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%y  th^'ifaiwfe  fpirit.of  deldy^'^wae  perihitted/  Ibn^kf^^t  <^e  iie^ 
j>ertut:e,of  SolyinaH,  ^to  hai^aft  the  Patt»guefe  of  that  idi^itant 
j^We.'  >  Th^  Hydal  Citt,  tnany  oth^t*  pFii>ccs>  and  -even  A* 
Zsm^rii*  himfeif,  awed  by  the  digpoity  and  juftibe  of  $ltinio'i 
ofer-nmfent,  ^htreateci  the' alliance  of  Portiigal,  vand  NOfonha 
ad  the  hondur  to  negocktfe  A  general  jpea^pe  ;  a  pe;K:e/ 'wiiich 
tin  tha  part  of  tht  Zamorim,  gave  the  rortuguefe  fevery  opptor* 
tunity  "to  ftrengthen  their  empire^  far  ii  ooatiftued  thirty  years.  - 
'  Thefe  6anfaiftion6,  the  privatceiii^  war  with  the'Moors^ 
fome  ikirfeiidies  in  Ceylon^,  the  dtfigh,  <?6Atra?Fy  to  the  king'« 
comtniffion,  to  Appoint  his  fon  to  fticceed  tiim^  his  deaths  and 
lfc#  public  jtoy.whkh  it  occafioncd,  comprife  thfthiftoiy  of  th« 
regency  of  the  unworthy  focceflbr  of  the  gftncrous-  Nunio. 
^  Both  the  PertBguefe  and  the  natives  gave  unfeigned  demon- 
ftrationS'of  joy  on  the  apppinttltent  of  Stephen  de  Gam«,  the 
&>o  of  the  great  Vafco.  By  ;his  firft  aA  he  ordered  his-  private 
fftate  to  he  publickly  valued^  and  by  h\s  Second  he  lent  a  great 
&m  to  the  ttcafary,  which  by  Noronlia  wa«  left  extracifted. 
H«  viiited  And  repaired  the  fdrte,  iind  refitted  the  fleets  in  eveiy 
harbour.  By  his  officers  he  defeated  the  king  of  Achem>  w)mi 
diiftufbed  Makca.  He  reflored  tranquility  in  Can$b«y a>  wher* 
the  Pwtoguefe  territory  was  invaded  by  ^  powerfuL  aniiy,  kd 
by  drlimaktH)^  a  prinae  1^6  had  hoin  dethrbned  bj  king  Bodun 
His  blHDl4^r'C3iriftoval  he  fcnt  on  an  expedition  into  Ethiopia  *^ 
and  the  governor  himfeif  failed  tp  the  Red  Sea  with  a  fleets 
e^ipped  at  his  own^xpence.  Here  lie  gave  a  fevere  wound 
to  the- TurlcMi  naval  ftrength.  But  while  every  thing  was  in 
prol^emy 'uhdier  the -brave  and  :generous  Stephen,  he  w«s  fnd* 
den^  fuperceded  fey  the  ekvatiion  of  Martin  Alonzo  de  Souzga 
Though  no  policy  can  b^  more  palpably  ruinous  than  that 
which  recalls  ia  governor  of  decided  abilities  ere  he  cafi  poffiblj 
eoin|4e{e  any  /plan  of  importance ;  yet  fuch  recalls,  ere  now, 
had  been  i/TBcd  frbm  ^t  comH:  iof  Ldfbdn.  -  But  none  of  them, 
pei4\aps,  gave -a  deeper  w6und  to  the  Portugucfe  ititereft  than 
this.  Stephen  de*  Gama  trod  in  the  ^eps  of  his  father  and  of 
Albuquerk.  Souza's  adioh^  *were  of  a  different  charad^er.  He 
began  his  ^dvefnment  with  evety  exertion  to  get  witneffes  to 


impeach  his  pnOecbSar,  butlfhougli  he  pardoned  a  mucderer  OQ 
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chat  trcindttiatH  evcfy  tccufktion'  waa  refuted^  and  Stepheti  4^ 
Gama  wds  received  with  great  honour  at  Lilbon.  Having*  «-f 
fuied  to  give  his  hand,  however,  to  a  bride,  chofen  for  him  by 
John  III.  he  found  it  convenient  to  banifh  himfelf  from  ht< 
native  country,  the  country  which  hh  father  hid  raifed  to  ic? 
higheft  honours.  He  retired  therefore-  to  Venice,  bi$  eftatoi 
40,000  crowns  lefs  than  when  he  ^tered  upon  hi^  fiiort  goverti^ 
ment  of  two  years  and  one  month. 

Wars  of  a  new  character  now  took  place.  By  the  toleration 
which  Nunio  gave  to  the  religions  of  the  natives,  he  rendered 
the  Portuguefe  fettlements  happy  and  flourifhing.  But  gloomy 
fuperflition  now  prevailed,  and  Souza  was  under  the  direction 
of  priefts,  who  efleemed  the  butcheries  of  rcligiouis  perfectttioti 
as  the  fervice  of  heaven.  The  temples  of  Malabar  we^e  laic) 
in  aihes, '  and  thoufands  of  the  unhappy  natives,  for^  the  ci^im^ 
of  idolatry,  were  flaughtered  upon  theif  ruined  akar$»  Thss 
the  Portuguefe  hiftorians  mention  as  the  greatest  honouf 
of  the  piety  of  their  countrymen,  ignorant  of  the  ditcfftatipii 
which  fuch  cruelty  muft  certainly  bring  upon  the  religion  which 
infpires  it:  ignorant  too,  that  true  rdigion,  under  thetokiia^ 
tion  of  a  Nunio,  poSkffcs  its  beft  opportunity  to  conquer  tlM 
heart  by  the  difplay  of  its  fuperior  excellence.  At  tlie  feige  of 
Batecala,  the  Portuguese  foldiers  quarrelled  about  the  booty^ 
and  while  fighting  with  each  other,  were  attacked  by  the  oa-^ 
tivcs  and  driven  to  their  (hips.  The  pay  of  the  common  foldieti| 
had  been  diminifhed  by  Souza,  and  they  freely  owned  thatrthi^ 
was  the  caufc  of  the  mutiny.  The  city  afterward  was  takeni 
and  the  flreets  ran  with  blood ;  fuch  was  the  rage  of  the  army 
to  recompence  thcmfclves  by  plunder.  The  kirtg  of  Ormu^i 
unable  to  pay  the  exorbitant  tribute  cxadtcd  from  him,  ;?wbi<^ 
was  now  iix  times  more  than  the  tax  inapofed  by  Albu^uerk, 
i^efigned  his  rcv.cjnues  to  the  Portiuguefcp  '  Azadacam,  n^jw  in, 
open  war  wit|i  his^^aafter  the  Hydal  Can  Abraham;  drew  Souz-ar 
♦0  his  party.  The  dcfign  was  tp  dethrone  Abraham^  whoha^i 
boen  always  friendly  to  the  Portuguefe,  and  to  pkice  Mealq 
Can  his  brdther  in  his  dominions.  The  Ptortugu^fe*<>fficefs 
murmured- at  this  fhamelefs  inguftice,  but  only  Pedto^de  FAfa!, 
♦ruftittg  id  hih  venerable  year?;  had  ihc  counigc  ^to  '-tem&n^ii&iS^ 
-wkh  the  governor.  Souza,  haughty  a*  he.  was,  liftened  to  th^ 
man  of  fourscore,  and  confefled  that  h^  had  faved  both  his; 'H  ft? 
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lur.     The'atfeiripf,  however; 'VaS 
Can,  who  gathered 'fuch  a  ftorm  to  cfiifti'  tht  l?6t-- 
Sbuza,  forefeeing  the  temp^ft'that  wiS'hc/ptring^ 
reatened  to  open  the  corhrtiifllons,  and  refigntodie' 
t  named.     He  complained  that  he  could  not  go- 
,0  had  neither  truth  ii'or  hoijour;  he  did  hot  ton- 
er, that  his  unjiift  treatment  of  the  common' foi- 
led their  diforder  arid' difobidience.  '  Bo'c  while  Tic 
thus  meditated  a  cowardly  arid  treacherous  retreat,  treacherous 
becaufe  it  was  to  defert  his  port  In  the  hour  of  dahgcr,  i  fleet 
froih,  Portugal  brought  the  great  John  de  Caftro,  the  fucceflbr 
of  the  embarraflcd  undetermined  Souza.  "  '  "' 

The  naval  and  military  ftrength  of  the  Portugufefe  id  Indii 
was  in  a  iickly  condition.  Great  difcontent  among  the  feW 
who  were  honeft  j  all  was  villainy  and  diforder  among  the  reff; 
The  natives,  earneft  for  their  total  extirpation,  from  different 
provinces  joined  Hydal  Can,  and  their  warlike  operations  began 
with  the  feigc  of  Diu.  John  de  Mafcarene,  the  governor,  made 
a  brave  defence,  and  the  Portuguefe  diiplayed  many  prodigies 
of  valour.  Azadacam,  Coje  Zofar,  and  others,  of  the  greateft 
military  reputation,  diredted  the  attacks,  and  loft  their  lives  in 
the  {eige.  Whenever  a  breach  was  made,  the  Turks  and 
Indians  preiTed  on  by  ten  thoufands,  but  were  always  repulfed. 
Unnumbered  artillery  thundered  on  every  fide,  and  mines  wcrtt 
fprung,  by  one  of  which  Fernando,  the  fon  of  Caftro,  was. 
tvith  his  battalKon  blown  up  in  the  air.  After  eight  months 
Caftro  arrived  with  a  large  fleet,  and  without  oppofition  entered 
the  fort  From  thence  he  parched  out  at  the  head  of  2500  Po'r- 
(uguefe  and  fome  auxiliaries  of  Cochin.  The  numerous  army 
.cu,  Hydal  Caji  continued  in  their  trenches,  which  were  defended 
with  ramparts  and  a  profufion  of  artillery.  But  the  enemy  ^ttri 
driven  from  their  works,  and  purfoed  with  incredible  flatlgbter 
through  the  ftreets  of  the  city.  Rume  Can,  the  fon  of  Zofaf, 
fftllied  about  8000  of  his  braveft  troops,  and  was  totally  defeated 
by  Caftro*.     It  was  nece&ry  to  profecute  the  wftr,  and'  the 

'  Dniiig  the  heat  of  diii  esgageineiit,  mot,   dte  Prieft  tad  dim  to  vSEtory.    A 

father  Caul,  with  a  cnidfix  oa  the  fcaat  weapon  broke  off  an  arm  of  the  crucifix^ 

of  a  fpear,  greatly  animated  the  Pomiguefe.  and  Cazal  exclaiming  aloud,  /airileJgi,  fa- 

Rtune  Ca«,  notwithftanding  all  the>  efi«»tt  mltjge,   rtwngi  lit  /acri/i/gt, '  in(ph«d  a 

•f  0|Aro,^  MR  hit  tioopt  at  laA  in  great  fiuy  which  determined  the  battle,    fa  many 

4ifiHdet.  'Bat  thoogh  the  Gcnenl  could  eUier   cngagemcnu  die  leaden  promoted 

their 


5foyC£j^^«»  gfc^t.,wa^iV':,.of^ni»oijcy;^t<?.  carsjfit  pn 
cif^c^f  pfjf^Q^  ,tp  ^^dybnce  a  loan  of  ?o,ooo  pardac 
he  Knt  ^^Ken>  i  lo<jk.,of  Ills  rn^jftachcbs  io  pledge. 
i^dje^d  unc9t9n;ion. ;.  but  which  iricluded  in  it  a  iij 
fiis  hqnotyTf,    More  money  than  he  required  was  fq 
the  wpnieq,  ilrip^^  themfelves  of  their  bracelets  and' 
to  fuppl^  hlji'  wa;it, .   The  jewels,  however,  he  r 
having  with  great  afliduity  improved  his    naval   : 
&reogtfa|>iie  and  his  captains  carried  fire  and  fword  over  the  do*^ 
ijuinjons  of  the  hoftile  princes,  lyhile  Hydal  Can,  with  .an  army 
(?f  .150,000  men,    retired  before  him.      The  king  of  Achen^ 
was  alfo  defeated  at  Malaca,  and  the  ftubborn  villainy  of  the 
debauched  Portuguefe  foldiers  and  traders  was  the  only  tni^y 
l^nijCubdued.     ^ynile  he  laboured  in  this.  rrtucH  more  arHuous- 
war.  In  corrcfting  the  abufes  of  the  revenue,  and  the  diflribii- 
tiori  of  juftice,  grief,  it  is  faid,   impaired  Caftro's  health  and 
baAeoed  his  end,  at  a  time  when  Hydal  Can  and  all  who  "had 
feeen.ir>  arms  againift  the  Portuguefe  wpre  fuing'for  peace.   :Oit 
the  appiroach  of  death  he  ap^pointed  a  council  of  fucft  pef ifliris. 
.tp  .take  the  management  of  affairs.  .  And  fo  poor  was  the  grea't 
Caftro,   th^t  the  firft  aft  of  this  committee  was  an  order  k6 
Aipply  the  expenccs  of  his  death-bed  from,  the  king's  revenue  j. 
for  a  few  reals,  not  half  a  dozen,  was  all  the  property  fbunti 
jux  his  cabinet.  11 

Garcia  dc  Sa,  an  experienced  officer,  fucceedod  this  gfeajt 
m^n,  and  concluded  the  various  treaties  of  peace,  procured 'BV 
tbe  arms,  and  in  agitation  at  the  death  of  Caftro,  greatly'tb'rtie- 
'advantage  and  honour  of  Portugal.  Here  Camoeiis  ends  hi's 
prophetic  fong,  and  here  alfo  the  moft  important  period  of  the 
hiiloiy  of  the  Portuguefe  cnipire  in  Alia  is  naturally  VFophd.iUJ. 
A  repetition  of  the  ftme  oppreffive  impolitical  tflikfariSi'^riiHi 
had  often  armed  the  Eaft  againft  them,  defcribts  the  tbridi^dfc-  6f 
tbe  governors  who  ruled  India  for  twehty  years'  aftiir'  Gaftrtf- 
But  the  rapine  of  individuals  every  year  becamtf  iliore  |hJttritfld& 
and  more  general.     Indiaji  women,  of  quality  Were  puMteiUV. 

fn»t  of  die  Poi^enefe  lqnuln»H^  And 
the  Portnen^  ^fotdiel-s:  wHo  IhWii^  TiKh. 


.iheiriBtotll  in-thit  manuer.    They  ofteiti 

Jaw  die  fign  of  die  a«rs  in  the  air,  and  at  . ^ ^ ,  ....    ._.,  __  . 

diSeicnt  tune*  fome  Moorilh  prironert  en-  perfbnages,    i^nf  thoa  'taaeht'^'M  'lilfeh 

quired  after  <dte  bcautifnl  young  woman,  and  themfelra  uniet  die  pardcnW  tift^S-bt  ate' 

Teocrable  old  auw,  who  appeared  in  die  Virgiaand  St.  Jofeph'.  *    '         ''''"* 
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dragged  from  their  frUrtds  by  Portugilcfc  raviflicrs.     When  the 
Count  dc  Redonda  was  governor,  a  Portugaefe  fhip,  contrary 
to  the  treaty  of  peace,  was  attacked  by  three  veffcls  of  Malabar* 
JLedonda  complained,  and  was  anfwered  by  the  Zamorim,  that 
fbme  rebels  had  done  it,  whom  he  was  welcome  to  feize  and 
chaftife.     Irritated  by  this  reply,  he  fent  Dominic  dc  Mefquita 
with  three  (hips  to  fcour  the  coaft  of  Malabar.     And  Mefquita 
fbon  murdered  above  2000  Malabrians,  the  grcateft  part  of 
whom  were  fewed  up  in  their  own  fail  cloths  and  wantonly 
drowned.     When  the  Zamorim  complained,  Redonda  retorted 
his  own  reply,  "  It  was  done  by  rebels,  whom  he  was  welcome 
to  feize  and  chaftife."     A  fpirited  reprifal  is  often  the  moft 
decifivc  meafure;  but  this  innuman  one,  furely,  was  not  dic- 
tated by  wifdom.     Harraffed  by  their  cruel  awful  tyrants^  who 
trampled  on  every  law  of  humanity  and  good  policy,  the  princes 
of  Iiidia  combined  in  ^  general  league  for  the  utter  extirpation 
of  the  Portuguefe.     Eaftern  politics  never  produced  a  better 
concerted  plan  of  operation  than  this,  and  fo  confident  were  the^ 
natives  of  fucccfs,  that  not  only  the  poffeflions  of  the  Portu- 
guefe, but  the  moft  beautiful  of  their  wives  and  daughters  were 
alfo  divided  among  them.     Five  years  \vas  this  league  in  form- 
ing ;  at  laft,  at  the  fatoe  inftant,  the  king  of  Ternate  attacked 
the  Malucos,  the  king  of  Achem  invaded  Malaca,  the  queen 
of  Garzopa  carried  her  arms  againft  Qnori  Surat  was  feized  by 
Agalachem,  a  prince  tributary  to  the  Mogul ;  the  Hydal  Can 
attacked  Chaul,  Daman,  Bazaim  and  Goa ;  and  the  Zamorim 
laid  feige  to  Mangalor,  Cochin  and  Cananor.     And  even  the 
ancient  Chriftians  6f  St.  Thomas,  perfecutcd  by  the  archbifliops 
of  Goa,  for  non-fubmiffion  to  tne  See  of  Rome,  joined  the 
Pagans  and  Mohammedans  againft  the  natives  of  Portugal.     But 
where  ^ven  the  embers  of  virtue  remain,  danger  and  an  able 
general  will  awake  them  into  a  flame.     Luis  de  Ataide,  the; 
Portugaefe  governor,  was  advifed  to  withdraw  his  troops  from 
the  exterior  parts  for  the  fupport  of  Goa,  the  feat  of  their  em- 
pire.    But  thi^  he  gallantly  refufed,  and  even  permitted  a  fleet" 
with  400  men  to  fail  for  Portugal,     No  fooner  did  he  gain  an 
advantage  in  one  place  dian  he  fent  rdicf  to  another.'     He  and 
the  beft  troops  haftcned  from  fort  to  fort,  and  Vt&ory  followed, 
vidory,  till  the  leaders  of  this  nroft  formidable  combination 
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fued  for  peace.     A  fignal  fmof  of  wfeat  valour  and  military  art 
may  do  againft  the  greate/^  multitudes  of  undifciplined  militia. 

The  brave  Ataide,  after  his  return  to  Portugal,  was  fent  a 
fecond  time  Viceroy  to  India*,  where,  foon  after  the  defeat  of. 
king  Sebaftian  in  Africa,  he  died  of  melancholy,  fo  deeply  was' 
he  afFedled  with  tht  fgU  of  his  countryt  which  he  fore£iw  and 
foretold.  Gama^  Albuqviefk,  and  Nunio  de  Cunha^  certainly 
underftood  the  gr^at  principles. upon  which  a  foreign  commerce 
can  only  be  eftabUftied  and  rendered  fecure.  But  the  court  of 
Liibon,  and  moft  of  the  other  governors,  never  perceived  the 
true  intereft  oftbnr  empire.  When  errors  in  government  begin,, 
the  wife  fee  the  fecret  difeafe,  but  it  is  the  next  generation  that 
feels  the  worft  of  its  «ffed:s.  Camoens^  whole  political  pene- 
traticiQ  was  perhaps  unequalled  in  his  age  and  country,  faw  the 
doclen&on  of  .manners,  aad  foretold  in  vain  the  fall  of  empire. 
Portugal  Qi^'cd  its  -exiftence  to  the  fpirit  of  chivalry  and  the 
ideas  «tf  liberty,  which  were  confirnaed  by  the  ftatutes  of  La- 
m^o.  Camoens,  in  a  fine  allegory,  laments  the  decay  of  the 
ancient  virtues.  Under  the  chara^er  of  a  huntfinan  he  paints 
the  wild  rocnantic  purfutts  of  king  Sebaftian,  and  wiflies  that 
be  may  not  fall  the  n<3ini  of  his.  bljad  paifion*  The  courtiers 
he  chara&erifes« 


^  Acude  often  checked  the  wild  porfnits 
•f  tbe  vdong  icing  -SebftAjan.  and  ftvongly 
Ofgpjdedliisjxananticdefire  to  head  an  ex- 
pedldott  in  Africa.  The  PHnce,  to  be  eafed 
iif  die  learant  of  hit  pnfoace,  feat  Ataide 
a  fecond  ^e  to  Luna>  and  in  a  ijjieech 
which  he  tnade  to  him,.  ihx)ng1y  charac- 
isrifiid  the  frivoleuTtrefs  whidrnow  prevailed 
in  the  cabinet  of  Portog^  Don  CwBm^ 
tine  de  Bra^anaa,  of  the  blood  nofal,  one 
•f  Ataide's  fuccdTon^  never  performed  one 
affioa  which  did  hooonr  to  his  abilities. 
The  officers  Ji£  fent.  ont  on  farioas  expedi- 
tions were  fienerally  defeated.  Re  himfelf 
fliared  the  lame  fate,  and  once  faved  his  life 
hf  inglcxioHs  flight.  His  views  were  of  no 
importance.  Ke  ii^prifimed  Luis  de  Melo 
fi>r  lofing  too  mach  time  in  a  vidiorions  ex- 
paction  on  the  ooaft  of  Malabar.  In  a 
delceat  on  Ceylon  the  Bortnguele  losed  the 
tooth  of  a  monkey,  a  relickheld  facrad  by 
the  Pagansi  for  which^  according  to  Lin- 


Ifehoteny  yoOfOQo  docats  were  oiileied  in^ 
ranfom;  bnt  Conflantiiie  ordcied  it  to  he, 
bomed.  The  kings  of  Siam  and  Pegu  pre- 
tended the  real  tooth  was  faved  by  a  Banian*, 
and  «ach  aflectiag  he  was  in.  poflefion  of 
the  genume  one,  oloody  ^^cs,  which  mucL 
endangered  the  Portognefe  eaftem  fettle- 
mentSy  were  kindlied;  and  Coofbtmne, 
^iSndJDg  hifn&lf  embavaflbd,  refigned,  con^ 
traryto  the  defire  of  Sebaftifin.  Ataide^ 
on  the  contrary,  had  performed  maft  in-». 
credible  adUons,  had  laved  the  Pjoroagnofe 
£t)m  the  greateft  dangers  they  ever  lur- 
momited  in  Ada.  Yet  when*  the  fecond 
time  Ataide  went  out  Viceroy,  Sebaftian 
didjiothid  him  reign  as  he  had  foHnesrly 
done.  No,  he  hade  him  reign  like  Doa^ 
Conftanftine  — —  a  whiAer,  whofe  abili- 
ties reached  no  father  than  perhaps  to  open* 
a  ball  graeefuDy,  for  his  politenefs  was  hia^ 
only  oommeodatiQn. 
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I  ■■  each  for  fome  bafe  intereft  of  his  own^ 
With  flattery's  manna'd  lips  aflails  the  throoe. 


And  the  clergy,  the  men  of  letters 


trim'd  the  lamp  at  night's  mid  hour. 


To  plan  new  laws  to  arm  the  regal  power» 
Sleeplefs  at  night's  mid  hour  to  raze  the  laws. 
The  facred  bulwarks  of  the  people's  caufe. 
Framed  ere  the  blood  of  hard-earn'd  viftory 
On  their  brave  father's  helm-hackt  fwords  was  dry. 

Unperceived  by  the  unlettered  nobility,  the  principles  of  the 
conflitution  gradually  expired  under  the  artful  increafe  of  the 
royal  perogative.  If  Sebaflian  was  more  abfolute  than  John  the 
Firft,  his  power  was  bought  by  the  degeneracy  and  we^nefs  of 
his  fubjedts,  the  certain  price  with  which  monarchs  purchafe 
their  beloved  defpotifm.  The  negleft  of  one  man  of  merit  is 
the  (ignal  for  the  worthlefs,  if  rich,  to  croud  to  court.  Many 
of  thefe  (ignals  were  given  in  the  reigns  of  Emmanuel,  John  III. 
Sebaflian,  and  his  fucceflbr  the  Cardinal  Henry ;  and  thus  the 
labours  of  an  Albuquerk,  a  Nunio,  a  Caftro,  and  an  Ataide, 
were  fruftrated  and  reverfcd.  Thefe  governors,  bred  in  war, 
enthufiails  in  honour,  all  died  poor.  Xarafo,  the  creature  of 
Sampayo,  the  tyrant  of  his  mafter  the  king  of  Ormuz,  charged 
with  murders  and  the  mod  unbounded  extortion,  was  fent  in 
irons  to  Lifbon.  But  he  carried  his  treafures  with  him,  and 
was  reflored  to  his  employments.  Anthony  Galvam,  the  moft 
honeil  of  men,  faved  the  Malucos,  returned  poor  to  Portugal, 
and  like  Pacheco,  died  in  an  alms-houfe.  Some  of  the  firft  no- 
bility and  princes  of  the  blood  were  after  Caftro  made  Viceroys 
of  India.  Nor  came  they  there  on  purpofe  to  return  with  empty 
coffers*.     Under  the  fhade  of  filken  umbrellas  they  rode  to 


^  •  The  governors  of  India,  aboat  this 
time,  cleared  800,000  ducats  per  annum* 
200,000  was  the  fatary  of  the  commanders 
of  fome  forts,  befide  the  profits  of  trade, 
which  were  immenfe,  for  the  (hips  they 
fent  to  Europe  were  loaded  with  the  plunder 
of  their  rapine.  Yet  at  this  time  all  the 
royal  revenue  which  arofe  from  the  cufbms, 
juid  all  the  tribute  paid  by  the  acquired 


territory  and  valfal  princes,  aflbrded  only 
t, 000,000  crowns,  the  higheft  annual  fum 
received  by  the  kings  of  Portueal,  a  fum 
often  purchafed  by  armaments  m  much  fu« 
perior  expence.  Though  a  king  of  Cr^Ion 
was  fo  ignorant  as  to  refufe  a  prefent  of  ta* 
peftry  from  the  Portuguefe,  his  allies,  becaufe 
the  figures  upon  it,  he  faid,  were  inchant- 
cd  men,  who  would  kill  him  in  the  night 

times 
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rce»Hery.of,tj[^  Portpgucfc,  affair^,  but  ^they;  foon  nelapicd'  wit^ 
doUl?l«^-90pAi(^o9  iato:  ihrir  fonner/dUifpr^r.  ..Both  ffpfort  znt\ 
zfifv  tlfii^  jpttiodf  a  l^ng  fucceffion  of.  g9vernor^;i4ii  ohe.uiiiibrm 
qoiwifr,_fcg^<i^l^ft  of  <hc  ^ixyttfy  which  thc^  comitt^erCe  -of  ^their . 
co»»}try  fuft^ncd^  by  ti]^ii;..4^)>redatioiiS9  fti^^apity,[kin(fli^'  un- 
jttft.Ur^rs,  thjitt'liii^ ^night  )f|)rich*  £hemfelvcs  Ifj^  ti>?, ^enormous , 
pk\xttdpfr.,  \Sel>a^ittH  U>$^.iii«;arQwn  in  Afric;i,  and  wa^  fuc(ijje4;ed 
by  an  o)d.  wfiaicSmai>|  his. ,gf and^ uiiple  Ganiinal  Henrico.'      'Two 
year,s  clo(b4!l^<snry'^  pHMai\iaiojQf  fway/and  Philip  11.  of  Spaia 
foon  after  made  himfelf  matter  of  the  kingdom  of  Portugal. 
T^tiny^^ng.roirt4  hy  theii;  ^  im^^^       Amjeriqan  empire  and  the 
]M^i(^^- io^'Si^jiK)^^  cour^  yaid'  little  attpntion  to. 

'Pbri^gUeifo  I^ia^  'iHtdejOr  no.  fuppliesr.  arrived,  from  EUrppc. 
TtMhConvm^in^ar^  on  tbe^  different  Nations  cieafqd  to  a6t  in  corjf., 
ti6^-wfth  ^Mc))  ofhep.  -  Unreftrained  by  a  regular  government,- 
Mi!h<  ifadeavkmred  to  enricl^'  himfelf.     Theic  mother  country^ 
g^o6ned  uttder  the  yoke  of  Spain.     Moftly  nativie^  of.  the  ^afti; 
tlite^Por^uguefe  ii^  India;  Joft»  all;affe£tion  jlpr^PorfugatV^nd  in-f 
d^dy^4^  ;p0linca}  chain  which tbpuQd,  them  together  V^^  npw; 
but^afleAder  thread.     The  will  of  the  captain  of,  the  tof^  was. 
^folute^  and  his  prote^ion  of  the  nioll:  audgcjour  pluijtdej^rs 
wa9*4he  fupport  of  his   power.      Around  the   Maluebsj,    fort 
^fi?^r  fdrt  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  neighbouring  prinoesV  $6meJ 
'of  the  Portuguefe  were  impaled,  odiers  entered  into  thiprferyice 
0f*  their  conquerors,  and  in  many  actions  fought  againf}:  each 
(>fher  with  the*  greateft  rancour.     In  this  wretched  condition  of 
Fqrtuguefe'Anar.  Hootman,  a.  Dutch  merchant,  in  jail  for  debt 
^irt*Lifbon, '  planned  the  eftablilhment  of  his  c6untrymen'in  the 
•I^ft.-^  "The^Hc^landcrs  pid  bis  debts;   he  failed  for  the  Eaft', 
•iwM'^turitedwith  credentials  of  his  prpmife,  which  gave  birth 
tfo'lbd THiti^^  India  company,  aw.inftifution  of  deep  commercial 

.  time.;,  Thougli  the  general  opinion  of  India 
t^Bcm^!(^*  Pohugbefe  as  a' race  ruperior 

f'j6>offier  men^;  WoM  are.  ^^i^ng  men.  (aid  an 
InqJ^.  wnat  uoQs  are  among^  bea(ts«  ana 
^r^^as  appoint'eci  tfeAtyourlpeciei  IhouFd 
^^^^^  %}*P  ^an«P  reafonji  Though 


,  Indian  prince  to  another,  0ieir  management 
of  their  revenue,  and  their  lave  of'  7ttxuTT» 
will  roOQ,riiin  them.  .  And  a  king  of  Perua 
ail&ed  a  Portu2;uele  captain,  how  many  of 
their  Indian  Viceroys  had  been' beheaded  )by 
tiie  .kingsof.Portug^r  Nopic,  ,r«pli^  thp 
officer :  then  von  wiTl  not  Ions,  returned  th« 
Perfian^  be  toe  mailers  of  Inma. 

3  wifdom. 
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wifdom..  In  Java  and  the  Malucew;  Where  the  Pbituguefe  wertf ' 
^cakeft',  fee  Dutch  began  their  opcrtitiorts,  an*  iff otn  ^&eti6d 
carried  their  hoftilitics  into  Beng^al  and  the  other  partd  of  Indi^^^  * 
The  Portu^uefe  valour  feerned  to  revite,  and  the  DnCdly  ift 
many  engagements,  were .  defeated.  Thieir  vanquifi^d  fleettV 
however,  carried  rich  cargoes  to  Eardpe,  and  wought  fi*(b^ 
fiipplics.  The  Portuguefc  Jefuits  omitted  no  invention  that; 
might  inflame  the  natives  againft  them  i  even  dieif  ref^ublican 
form  of  government  was  urged  as  big  with  ruin  to  the  Indian ; 
princes.  But  the  deteftation  6f  the  Portagucfe  MxAewM  deep 
in  India  j  and  that  rooted  odium,  to  which  their  vilkinitts  and 
cruelties  had  given  birth  and  had  long  npuriihed.  Was  now  ft\t 
to  militate  againft  them  more  than  milHonsin  arms.  Hod  fh^ 
general  condudt  of  the  Portu^uefe  governdrs^  been  like  that  ^f 
Albuquerk,  had  the  princes  o?  India  mourned  over  tJiftir  grHvea,. 
nd  ftrangers  had  ever  cftaMifeed  thetfifelves  on  the  ruin  of 
fuch  allies.  ThoiMjh  repeatedly  defeated  in  war,  the  DliteH 
commerce  increafeo,  the  harbours  of  India  received  them  with 
kindnefs,  and  gaVe  them  affiftance,  while  the  friendlef^  detefted 
Portuguefe,  though  vifltorlous  in  almoft  every  lkirmi(h,  were 
harrailed  out  and  darly  weakened.  Like  beafts  of  prey  in  their 
dens,  or  mountaineer  banditti,  they  kept  their  gloomy  fortrefles, 
their  dcftmdtion  the  wifh  of  the  natives,  who  yet  Were  afraid 
too  openly  to  provoke  the  rage  of  thefe  wolves  and  tygirs. 
Five  years  after  the  arrival  of  the  Dutch,  the  EngliHl  alio  ap-- 
peitred  in  fndia.  The  Dutch,  who  pleaded  the  law  of  nature, 
vtnithoatf  cerenjony  entered  the  beffi  harbours,  and  endeavoured  to' 
drive  the  Pbrtugucfe  from  their  ftttlemcnts.  The  Englifh,  in 
i6or.  Under  Sir  James  Lancafter,  erefted  feveral  fadories  inr 
India,  but  they  went  to  ports  open  to  all,  and  interfered  witfc 
neither  Dutch,  Portuguefe,  nor  Moorifti  fettlement.  Twenty 
Eiiglifti  fleets  made  the  voyage  to  India  without  hoftility,  when* 
the  Portuguefe  Jefuits  brdught  on  a  rupture,  which  ended  in  thd 
lofs  of  the  Portuguefe  military  reputation.  Every  treacherous 
art  which  the  Moors  pradiifed  againft  Gama  was  repeated  by 
the  Jefuits,  and  the  event  was  the  fame.  The  Jcfuit  Pinneus* 
influenced  the  Mogul  againft  the  Englifh,  and  commerce  with 
them  was  interdlAed.  While  Captain  Beft  in  a  large  ftiip,  and 
Captain  Salmon  in  a  bomb  ketch,  lay  near  Surat,  Nunio  de 
Cunha,  with  four  large  galliots  and  twenty-five  frigates,  waft 
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iijQt-to  deftrcgr  thein^ .  An  Indian^  who  had  b«eo  aboard  the 
£ogU0i  ihlps^  told  Nunio  that  they  had  not  above  a  week's 
provifion,  and  that  he  had  nothixxg  to  do  but  to  prevent  thenti 
to  take  in  frefh  water.  Nuaip  repliedt  that  he  would  not  Jpend 
a  week's  provj/iQns  upon  his  own  men  to  pwrcbaji  a  viBory  that 
m^t  be  gamed  in  an  hour.  .  And  in  the  lame  high  jbixit  he  ient 
Canning,  an  Engliih  prifoner  in  his  :Cuflody^  to  hdp  Ms  countty^ 
xru^ix  to  fight,  boafting,  that  he  would  foon  iake  mm  again  with 
tnpre  company.  As  Nunio  advanced,  with  red  banners  mfplayed» 
Beft  weighed  his  anchors,  and  bc^n  the  i^ht  in  the  centre  of 
the  four  large  galliots ;  and  Captain  Salmon^  in  the  bomb  keCch« 
behaved  with  equal  courage  *.  The  Mogul  had  an  army  at  this 
time  upon  the  more.  The  beach  and  the  eminences  were  oo* 
yered  with  fpe&ators.  And  now  thofe  who  had  deemed  the 
Portugueie  invincible  at  fea,  with  aftonifhment  behqld  nine  and 
twenty  fhips  vangiufhed  and  put  to  flight  by  two  vefTels.  £ut 
they  knew  not  that  the  victors  had  fought  under  a  Drake  and  a 
Raleigh*  After  the  arrival  of  the  Dutch*  the  Spanifh  court 
began  to  pay  fome  attention  to  India,  and  fupplies  were  fent 
a^alnA  them  and  the  £ngli(h.  But  Thomas  Beft^  in  a  harder 
confliiSb,  was  again  vidorious.  Azeveck)^  the  Vioeroy  noodi-* 
nated  by  Spain,  pr^arcd  an  armament  of  eight  veflels,  each  of 
about  600  tonsy  and  iixty  frigates  $  but  though  often  braved  by 
the  Engliih,  reinforced  only  with  four  (hips,  to  the  deeper 
aftoniihment  of  all  India,  he  declined  the  combat,  and  fuffered 
the  Englifhy  unmolefted,  to  proceed  homeward  widi  loaded 
(hips.  The  reputation  of  the  Portuguefe  valour  was  now  no 
more.    The  Dutch  power  incireafed,  and  the  natives  in  every 

*  Witfaingtony  a  wnter  of  king  James's  Dutdi  Imc,  was  her  crime ;  and  thus»  fce^ 

ttmCj    thus    mentions    diis   envagementy  canie  die  Poitugiiefe  groaned  mder  Spanilh 

**  Capt.  Salmon,  of  ^e  bomb  ketch»  th«  oppreffion,   the  Spanifh  oppreffion  in  the 

Ofiander,  was  Hke  a  Salamander  amid  ^e  Netherlands  was  revenged  upon  them.  The 

irt^  dandng  ^e  hay  about  the  Portogaefet  tmth  is,   the  Portugoefe  iettlements  were 

frilking  and  playing  like  a  falmon."    The  little  regarded  by  Spain«  and  the  Dutch  in- 

Fortoguefe  writers  afcribe  thefe  vidories  traded  upon  them  as  the  ibonger  boars  in  a 

to  the  excellence  of  the  Engliih  and  in-  German  fbreft  ihoidder  the  weaker  ones 

capacity   of   their   own    gunners.      Soon  from  the  faeil  fall  of  aooms.    Though  beat 

after,  however,  die  Englim  commerce  in  off  by  die  herdfmen,   the  ftronger  boars 

India  greatly  decHned.    The  Dutch  pie-  perfift  and  retnm  ;  fo  the  Dutch  perfifted» 

tended  that  didr  hoftSities  in  India  were  in  till  they  fiscnred  poiTeflxon.     Every  thing, 

reirtnge  of  the  Spaniih  tyranny  in  the  Ne-  however*  was  different  in  the  firfl  fetde- 

therkmds.    Porrngal  alfo  bended  down  be-  ment  of  the  Engiifh.     The  Author  of  Hi/- 

aeath  the  fame  cruel  yolK;  yet  this,  in  the  t»Jh  Phihfipbiqne^  Hc^  feems  to  decry  the 
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place  openly  declared  war  againft  them.  *  Philip  de  Brito 
Nicote,  whofe  bravery  and  villainy  were  the  fconrge  and  terror 
of  Siam  and  ^he  adjacent  regions,  after  a  brave  defence,  was 
overpowered  in  his  ftrong  fort  of  Siriam.  His  wife  and  foldiers 
were  maimed  and  fent  into  flavery.  ^  He  himfelf  and  his  male- 
kindred  were  impaled  on  the  ramparts  of  his  garrifon.  While 
the  memory  of  the  injuries  fuffered  by  the  natives  thus  poured 
defttuiflion  upon  the  unpitied  Portuguefe,  the  Spanifli  court 
compleated  the  ruin  of  their  eaftern  empire.  The  expence  of. 
the  fupplies  lately  fent,  far  exceeded  the  advantages  reaped  by 
Spain.  And  Azevedo,  the  Viceroy,  received  an  order  frond 
thc^  court  of  Madrid,  to  difpofe  of  every  employment,  of  every 
office  under  him,  by  public  fale,  that  money  might  be  raifed  to 
fupport  his  government.  We  now  need  add  no  circumftancc 
more.  The  hiftory  of  the  fall  of  the  Portuguefe  empire  is  here 
complete.  EVery  thing  aft^r  was  headlong  declenfion.  A  fuc- 
ceffion  of  governors  continued,  and  ftill  continue ;  but  of  all 
their  numerous  fettlcments  on  every  coaft  of  the  eaftern  world. 


poliqr  of  their  firft  captains,    who  made 
themfelvies  mailers  of  nO  port,  ^ut  bought 
iheir  cargoes  of  the  native  merchantSt  an  un- 
certain roundation  of  continuance,  accord- 
ing to  him,  though  the  Englifh  trade  with 
China  is  now  carried  on  m  this  manner. 
With  all  ^^fangfr^id  of  a  materialifl  phi- 
Ibfopher,  the  Englifh  perceived,   fays  he, 
that  great  rkhtt  C6uld  not  he  acquired  naith- 
out.  great  injuftict^   and  that  to  attain  the 
advantages  enjoyed  by  the  Portuguefe  and 
Dutch, '  they  muft  alfo  adopt  their  meafures, 
and  eflablifh  themfelves  by  force  of  arms. 
But  James,  he  adds,  as  if  he  condemned 
fuch  narrow  policy,  was  too  pufillanimous, 
and  too  much  engaged  in  controverfial  di- 
vinicy«  to  allow  warlike  operations.     The 
treaty  of  the  Engliih  with  the  potent  king 
of  Perlia,  however,  he  mentions  as  an  eN 
fort  of  great  political  wifdom.     But  Sir 
D.  Cotton's  embaiTy  into  Perfia,   in   the 
Clarendon  State  Papers,  Vol.  I.  p.  36.  fol. 
throws  another  light  upon  this  affair.     The 
treaty  with  Perfia  was  the  idled  flep   the 
Engliih  could  poffibly  have  taken.    Accord* 
irvg  to  this  authentic  record,  the  great  mo- 
narch of  Perfia  appears  little  better,  than  a, 
captain  of  Italian  banditti ;  and.  his  prime 
miniH^r^   raifed  froxn  the  meancfl  fbitioii,. 


Was  a  greater  ihnffler  lUid  villain  than  his 
mailer.    The  treaty  with  Perfia,  indeed* 
alarmed  the  Mogul,    the  Portuguefe  and 
the  Dutch,  and  brought  hoflilities  upon  the 
Englifh,    which  the  pufill^imous  James 
would  not  allow  them  to  punifh  asjuHice 
required.     But  it  was  not  two  months  to-> 
gether  in  the  mind,  nor  was  it  in  the  powef. 
of  the  tyrant  of  Perfia  to  give  any  effe^ual 
afiiflance  to  the  Englifh.     A  Perfian  boxed* 
Lord  Shirley,  the  Sophi's  ambaflador,  in  the 
preience*  of  James,   and  each  charged  the^ 
other  with  impofhire.      And  the  king  of 
Perfia  and  his   minifler   did   nothing  but 
fcruple  the  credentials  fent  from  Effgland* 
and  endeavour  to  extort  prefents..    Whilct 
James  thus  amufed  himfelf  with  his  Per- 
fian negociation,  as  fagadous  and  fruitlefs 
as  thofe  he  held  with  the  court  of  Spain 
and  the  Prince  Palatine,  the  commerce  of; 
his  fubje6b  languifhed  in  India.     Hopelefs 
of  any  help  from  Perfia.  they  entered  into 
a  kind  of  partnerfhip  in  fome  of  the  Dutch . 
fettlements.    But  when  the  Hollander  found 
his  opportunity,  the  Englifh  of  Amboyna« 
and  other  places  experienced  injuries  and. 
cruelties,  which  are  yet  unatoned,  and  which^ 
for  many  years  rendered  them  of.  little. or  no* 
confe^uence  in  the  £afi« 

the 
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the  ports  of  Gba  and  Dib  in  India,  and  the  ifle  of  Macao  in  the 
bay  of  Canton,  only  remain!  in  the  pofleffion  of  the  Portuguefe; 
Two  fmall  veffels,  often  Chinefe,  once  in  the  year  carry  fome 
porcelaine  to  Goa  and  Diu,  but  thefe  mud  touch  at  Surat  and 
other  ports  to  complete  their  return  of  (ilk  and  fpicery.  And 
one  fhip,  with  a  poor  cargo,  according  to  Hijioire  PhiloJpphique\ 
partly  rurnifhed  by  the  two  floops  of  Macao,  and  partly  pur- 
chafed  from  the  £nglifh>  fails  once  in  the  year  from  Goa  for 
Lifbon.  -  Such  is  the  fall  of  that  power  which  once  com-^ 
manded  the  commerce  of  Africa  and  Afia  from  the  ftraits  of 
Gibraltar  to  the  eailern  fide  of  Japan. 

The  author,  juft  now  mentioned,  in  his  refleftions  on  the 
fate  of  the  Portuguefe,  informs  his  reader,  that  while  the  court 
of  Liibon  projected  the  diicovery  of  India,  and  expcfted  inex- 
haaftible  riches,  the  more  moderate  and  enlightened  forefaw 
and  fiMrctol'd  the  ev^ils  which  would  follow  fuccefs.  And  time^ 
feys  he,  the  fupreme  judge  of  politics,  haftened  to  fulfill  their 
predidtions.  He,  however,  who  is  acquainted  with  the  Portu- 
guefe Hiftorians,  muft  perceive  the  errors  of  this  mifreprefen- 
tation.  The  objedtions  againft  the  voyage  of  Gama,  were  by 
no  means  of  the  enlightened  kind.  They  were  thefe  :  Nothing 
but  barren  dcferts,  like  Lybia,  were  to  be  found ;  or,  if  the 
difcovered  lands  were  rich,  the  length  of  the  voyage  would 
render  it  unprofitable;  or  if  profitable,  the  introdudlion  of 
wealth  would  beget  a  degeneracy  of  manners  fatal  to  the  king- 
dom. Foreign  fettlements  would  produce  a  depopulation  and 
ncgledt  of  agriculture;  or  if  foreign  colonies  were  neceflfary,  Ethi- 
opia offered  both  nearer  and  better  fettlements.  And  the  wratH 
of  the  Soldan  of  Egypt,,  and  a  combination- of  all  Europe  againft 
Portugal,  completed  the  prophecy  of  the  threatened  evils.  But 
it  was  neither  forefeen  nor  foretold,  that  the  urtexampled  mii^ 
conduct  of  the  Portuguefe  would  render  the  moft  lucrative  cdm-i 
merce  of  the  world  an  heavy,  and  at  lafl  infupportable  expence 
on  the  treafury  of  Lifbon  or  Madrid ;  nor  was  it  foretold,  that 
the  fhamelefs  villainy,  the  faithlefs  piracies  and  rapine  of  theit 
countrymen  •  would  bring  down  deflrucflion  upon  their  em- 
pire.    Of  the  objcftions  here  enumerated,  few  are  named  by 

our  author.     Nor  does  the  evil  of  the  increafe  of  wealth,  the  ^ 

depopulation  and  negleft  of  agriculture,  which  he  mentions  as  i 

the  confequcncesof  the  navigation  to  India,  do  honoup  to  th6 

wifdoni 
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wifdom  of  thoie  who  foretold  them,  or  .to  lh(ftt  of  tho£^ 
adopt  the  opiaioa*  Many  have  proaounced^  that  the  iaflse 
evils  which  overwhelmed  the  Portuguefe^ .  are .  oeady  tp.  httrO: 
upon  the  Britiih  empire ;  an  enquiry>  there£bre^  into  t^  caufs 
from  whence  thefe  evils  fprung^  is  of  no  trivial  impc3irtance  to 
the  Britiih  nation. 

Miaes  of  gold^  though  moft  earneftly  defired»  are  (he  leaft 
valuable  parts  o£  foreign  acquisition.  To  encreafe  the  po^ 
pulatioa  of  the  mother  country  is  the  only  real  wealth,  and  thiB 
can  only  be  attained  by  increaiing  the  meaQ$  of  eimilojmicnt, 
in  fuch  manner  as  will  naturally  inCpire  the  fpirit  of  induftry. 
The  ftaple  commoditks  of  a  country  rauft  ^relbre  be  manu- 
factured at  home,  and  from  hence,  agriculture  will  of  jaeceflity 
be  improved.  To  export  the  domeflic  manufadiure,  and  import 
the  commodities  of  roreign  countries,  af  e  the  great,  the  only 
resd  ufes  of  foreign  fettlements.  But  did  Spain  ajod  Portugal 
derive  thefe  advantages  from  their  imraenfe  acquifitions  in  the 
Eaft  and  Weft  ?  Every  thing  contrary.  The  gold. of  Meadoa 
and  Peru  levied  the  armies  of  Charles  V.  but  e:^tdiihed  or  en- 
couraged no  trade  in  his  kingdom.  Poverty  and  de^pulation^ 
thenefore,  was  not  the  natural  confequence  of  the  difcoverks  of 
Columbus,  but  the  certain  refujt  of  the  evil  policy  of  Spain. 
We  have  feen  how  the  traffic  of  India  was  managed  by  Portugal, 
That  commerce  which  was  the  foundation  of  the  maritime 
ftrength  of  the  Mohammedan  powers,  and  which  enriched 
Venice,  was  not  only  all  in  the  power  of  the  Portuguefe,  but 
it  was  their's  alio  to  purchafe  that  traffic  on  their  own  terms 
with  the  commodities  of  Europe.  Had  thefe  methods  been 
purfued,  Portugal,  a  much  finer  country,  had  foon  been  more 
populous  than  Holland  is  now.  He  who  foretells  the  nc^eGt 
of  agriculture  on  the  increafe  of  commerce,  foretells  an  event 
contrary  to  the  nature  of  things ;  and  nothing  but  an  infatuation, 
which  cannot  at  a  diftance  be  forefeen,  may  poffibly  fuUfil  the  pre** 
dixftion.  Ignorance  of  the  true  principles  of  commerce,  that  great 
caufe  of  the  fall  of  the  Portuguefe  empire,  does  not  at  prefent 
threaten  the  Britifh  ;  nor  is  the  only  natural  reafon  of  that  fall 
applicable  to  Great  Britain.  The  territory  of  Portugal  is  too 
fmall  to  be  the  head  of  fo  exteniive  an  empire  as  once  owned  its 
authority.  Auxiliaries  may  occafionally  affift,  but  permanancy 
^f  dominion  can  only  be  enfured  by  native  troops.     The  nu^ 

merous 


mtfftttii^  ^rifohs^  of  ^drtuga!  in?  BhlzH,  in  Africa  and  Alia,  re- 
<J(iirttt  fchtore  fujiflHes^  thkn  flitf  fc«  of  empire  could  afford  with-* 
out'  Hcprfving  iDfcffeff  tffefefice  in  cafe  <jf  invafion.  In  t3ic  event, 
the  fdrilgn  garififons^  Wfere  loft  for  want  of  fupplies,  and  the 
ftlt  df  lethpife,  dti  ifhe  fhttcic  of  one  difaffef ,  fell  an  cafy  prey  to 
the  tiftl^paticJrt  of  Spain.  Great  Britain,  on  the-  contrary,- b/ 
the  appbinfthient'of  nattite^  reigns  the  comihercial  empre&  of 
thdwbfM'.^  Thef  n^lvyfled  ifland  is  nerthef  too  large  nor  toa 
fmall;  Ten  liiilfidtts  of  inhabitants  are  natui!ally  fufficient  tx>' 
aflferd  armfcs  to  defend  Aefftifelves  againft  the  greatcft  power  ^ 
nor  is  fcicJh  radical  ftrCngfh  liabfc  to  fell  afunder  by  it^  own 
weight.-  Neither*  is  nature  lefe  kind  in  the  variety  of  thef  cJi«^ 
mate  of -tfce  Britifh  ifles.  That  variety  in  her  different  provinces^ 
ali&e  contribdtes  to  the  prodil6l:ion  of  her  invaluable  ftaples  andf 
hardy  troops.  Wort*  and  defended  from  the  Mohamittedans  in 
wars  effecthed '  rd^ions',  t!he  circuitoffanees  of  Porttigal,  pro*- 
dufced  a  high?  afwJ  ardent'  fp/irrt  of  chivalry,  which  ratfed  her  ta 
cliipift  i  btft  wfictt  focceft  gave  a  relaxation  to  the  aftion  of  thit^ 
ipirrt,  the  general  ignorance  of  all  ranks  fiink  \her  into  roim 
Tha  ctrcuittftiVrcies'  6f  tHd  Bfftifhi  empire  arc  greatly  different. 
Her  militaty  fpirit  is  neither  cherifhed  by,  nor  dependent  upon ' 
caufes  which  exift  fti  oncdge  and  not  in  another;  ahd  deep> 
indeed,  muft  be  hef  degenetacy,  whfcn  all  her  ranks  ire  as  ig* 
norant  pf  her  trtre  intereft  as  thofe^  of  Portugal  were,  previous 
to  her  fall.  Nor  is  the  incrcafe  of  wealth  big  with  fuch  evils 
as  foihe  cftc'enr.  Portogif  did  .not  'owe  her  fell,  to'  ft,  for  (htf 
was .  rit/t  icitricfied  ^y  tn^  commerce  of  India.  And  if  Great 
Britkin  ever  fuffiir'  by  rtiormous  Mrcaldr,  it  muft  be  bjr  * 
general  corruption  of  manners.     This,  however,  is  infinitely 

more  in  the  powe^  of  go\wi;nment  tft«n  feme  fufmife.    To  rtf- 

meidy  an  evil  we  muft  trace  its  fource.'     And  never  was  tli^ere , 
nifttioiial  coi^rup^ion  of  nronn^s  whSoli  did  not  flow  fcoto-  thoit 
vicei  ^nd  Cfrrors  df  government.    Where  merit  is  the  ortfy  paff-^ 
port  ta  promotion,  corruption  of  mainAers  cannot  be  giMyera2««! 
Where  the  worthlefs  can  piirchafe  the  offices  of  truft,  univerfal 
profligacy  muil  follow.     It  was  not  the  acqaifltiops .  given  by^ 
Columbus,  it  was  the  dull  ignorant  politics  of  Madrid  which 
rendered  America  yi  any  clcg^?^  a! curie,. to  Spain.     It  was  not 
lihe  fall  of  Carthage  that  ciorrttpted  Rome,  it  Was  the  want,  of 
knowledge  and  the  want  of  virtue^  in'  the  R6mait  Senate  Which 

introduced 
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introduced  that  venality,  which,,  as  a  .^ediq.^f^y^^  confutf^ 
tbeRpman  ftrength.,.:.M^kin^^^       may  hcr^fai^rTi^cJ^ye;^ 
be  Gorxuptedi    a^4  w^Jth  affordp.tbe  Qpp9rjpwity,,ii.|U^ 
axiom  will  greatly  rpiflfad  ^us-.^ipm,  fh^.Hne^flfi.tpO^ 
in  a -general  fenfc,     The/nriddl^  jsink^pf  naie^  i^an|lflit^Jyil^9rej 
virtuous^haA  the  Iqvwfl.  :Pi?o%;\(;y  of  m?{[nerf,i^^{iti}CTgf^^ 
th^  natural, conf^g^uence,  of . afpucnce^.^ it  i^^  tjbf  tajcci^^t^wmcbj 
a^tend^f a  yi4gpr^niind  in  .\vhaf ever  )5jctjBr;pjal  fituatiqpi^    Ajpjf.  wjieq j 
vAi)gw' minds  air?; pf^ef erred,  to-  Uje  higfe  p^cQ^ypi^izj^fXK^^ 
it  i&  the  negligence,; ;Of.  wickefdnefsj^of  goyernaiei>t^  and.not  the  ^ 
increafeof  wealth,  which  is  the.  fource  of  national  <jOrjaipiion^, 
S.pme  articles  of  traffic  have.  ;ag.  j^vil  influence  o^^       P9RP!^*' 
But  neither  is  this  in  juftice  to  he  charged  on  thp  iijcreale  of 
national  trade.    The  true  principles  of  commecQs  on  ^hCjCiontrary, . 
require  the  reftriftion,  ox  pajiy  *,  and  perhaps  the  prp^ibidor^r 
of  foimc  article^.     And.ignoranpcpf  the  true  fpirit  pf  commerc^,; 
aiid  negle^:  in  tjie  legiflature,-  are  therefore;  the  9nly[  fogrces^ 
of  ..thefe  ..evils,     J^he  afcendency  of  this  ignorance  ajad  this  ne-r^ 
glefl:,^  are.alw^s  attended  with  v^naljity^  an4  mufjb  prove  fa^ftl, 
in,evpry.9.ountry..  The  two  firft  faijal  to.tjief  ^qimercjiil  ft^q^gt^i' 
Vjenajjty  to  'thp  ;  national .  power  an^  manner^;.   :  ^VJiea-  tne^i^] 
of  .5pai{i,cpmmanded  iVzeve/io,.  his  Viceroy  pf  J:n^hi'.Us>.^Ai{p^ff, 
of  every  office  by  public  fale,    he  made  an  edi(9:,f. that  merit 
fhould.be  negle^ed,  and   that  the  mod  w:orthlefs   and  unfit 
i^ould.  oply  be  entrufted  with  the  public  affair s*     Exat^ly.pro- 
porfioired  to, t|ie  degrees  of  venality,  asitis  f heeded  or  j^edo-, 
roinar^t,|jd^95  the  conftitutionalh^altb  fif  ^yjeny.  empire  recover, 
c^  declixif.     That  of  Portuguefe  Afia,iron^;tbe  cam|Je3f  variety 
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.*  'J!\\^\^xvf2Xc  vices,  the  liunxry  aad  ex* become  a  dan^eroas  burden  911  the  Common 

travaeance  of  individualsy  are  public  bene-  wealth.  Nor  is  all  which  is  Tpent  by  andi- 
fits,  has  been  confidently  afTcrted-,  yet  no  "  vidoals,  gained,  ai  fomea/rert,- by  the  public. 
thndoetical  paradox  was  ever^  moref|fa)(e.  /  .  A  young:mfrphsmtwjliordiiHp^s  i<v>Qp{. 
Ltm\riesy  indeed,  employ  many  hands^  but  iji  debaucbeiy  amon^  fharp^rs  and.cp^I:te- 
afl  liands  in  employment  Conduce  not  alike  ^£ans,  people  of  no  labour,  does  not  a^van- 
to  th^  fetlnoe  of  the  ftattfi  Thd(e  employed  ti^  ^e' public  in  any  dfegrfee'^rqual  td  the 
on  the  natural  ftaples  are  of  the  firft  ^e  Idis  which  it  fuf^ins'in  the  diffi^fles  of  hJ9 
iervlce  ;  but  thofe  engaged  on  luxuries  bf-  "  indufbious  creditors.  Nor  is  even  this  all ; 
ten  require  materials  wnich  contribute  to  where  private  luxury  is  cheriihed  as  a  public 
turn  the  ballance  of  trade  againft  the  coan-  benefit,  a  national  corruption  of  manriers, 
tqr  where  they  refide  ;  and  as. the  fale  of  the  moft  dreadful  political  difeafe,  will  be 
their  labours  depends  upon  fafkion  and  ca-'  -  fare  to  prevail^'  rare  to*  reduce-  the  roM 
phoe,  notapoo  the  real  wants  of  life,  thty       flourMhing  kingdom  to  ^  sioti  oitKali 


are  apt  to  be  thrown  out  of  employ,  and  to       weakaefs* 

of 
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^  CMfef  #6  liave  tr^ed»  had  lohg  ftoggled  in  i  deep  con-% 
fumption^  and  was  now  in  tlie  laft  ftage^  when  Philip  IL  made 
an  ediiS;  in  open  favour  of  venality,  an  ad:  which  almoft  imme^ 
diately  ended  her  political  eiciftence%     < 

If  h^pily  manj  of  the  caufes  of  the  fall  <if  Portugal  do  not 
threaten  the  Britifh  empire ;  yet  againit  thofe  canies  laO:  men* 
tioned^  Great  Britain  cannot  be  too  well  guarded  i  and  may  He 
who  foretells  her  damger  from  them,  never  prove  a  CaiTandra  in 
prophecy;  nay  He  never  have  the  gift  of  foretelling  what  is  true» 
and  yet  be  fated  to  obtain  no  credit  !«*^But  if  the  fall  of  the 
Portugoeie  empire  be  an  example  peculiarly  held  up  to  the 
Britifh»  ftill  more  particularly  does  the  hiftory  of  Portuguefe 
Ai2a<demand  the  attention  <d  that  ftupendous  Common  Wealth, 
the  United  Eaft  India  Company. 

The  hiftories  of  wars,  from  the  earlieft  times,  are  much 
alike ;  the  names  of  the  countries  ravifhed,  the  towns  deftroy* 
ed,  and  captains  flain,  are  different ;  the  motives  and  condu^  of 
the  oppreilbrs,  and  the  miferiea  of  the  opprefled,  are  the  fame. 
Portugal  raifed  the  firft  commercial  empire  of  the  modem 
world  i  the  hiftory  of  her  fkte  therefore  opens  a  new  field  for 
the  mofl  important  fpeculaticm*  The  tranfa^flions  of  the  Portu« 
gucfe  in  India  aw  peculiarly  the  wars  and  negociations  of  com« 
merce,  and  therefore  offer  inflruftions  to  every  trading  coun« 
try,  which  are  not  to  be  found  in  the  campaigns  of  a  Casfar  or 
a  Marlborough.  The  profperity  and  declenfion  of  foreign  fet-- 
tkments,  refulting  from  the  wii^om  or  errors  of  the  fupreme 
power  at  home,  from  the  wifdom  or  imprudence,  the  virtues  or 
vices  of  governors  abroad  $  The  ftupendous  efFe<9:sof  unftained 
honour  and  faith ;  The  miierable  ruinous  embarrafTments  which 
attend  difhoneft  policy,  though  fupported  by  the  gfeatefl  abili^ 
ties  in  the  field  or  in  the  council ;  I'he  uncommercial  and  dread- 
ful  confequences  of  wars  unjuftly  provoked,  though  crowned 
with  a  long  feries  of  vi&ories ;  The  felf-deflru6tive  meafures, 
uncommercial  fpirit  and  inherent  weaknefs  of  defpotic  rule ; 
The  power,  aiHuence,  andiiiability  which  reward  the  liberal 
policy  of  humane  government  i  in  a  word.  All  thofe  caufes 
which  nourifh  the  infancy,  all  thofe  which  as  a  fecret  difeafe 
undermine,  or  as  a  violent  poifdn  fuddenly  deflroy  the  vital 
ilrength  of  a  commercial  empire  i  all  thefe  are  developed  and 
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difplayed,  in  the.moft  exemplary  manner,  in  the  hiftory  of  the 
tranfaftions  of  Portuguefc  Afia. 

And  all  thefe  combine  to  afcertain  the  one  great  principle 
upon  which  the  Britifli  Baft  India  Company  muft  exift  or  falL 
The  viceroy  or  governor  always  finds,  two  in,terefts,  often  dif- 
ferent from  each  other,  foliciting  his  attention;  the  public  interefl 
and  his  own  private  one.  If  inilitutions  cannot  be  devifed  to 
render  it  the  true  intereft  of  governors,  to  make .  that  of  the 
public  their  firft  care,  ftability  cannot  be  preferved,*.  —  But 
it  were  unjuft  to  require  the  poverty  of  an  Albuquerk  or  a 
Nunio.  He  who  devotes  his  life  to  the  fervice  of  his  country, 
merits  a  reward  adequate  to  his  ftation.  An  eflimate  of  the  re- 
ward which  true  policy  will  give,  may  be  drawn  from  the  fate 
of  the  Dutch  fettlement  at  Brazil.  Prince  Maurice  of  Naffau, 
the  general  .of  a  Dutch  Weft  India  copipany,  expelled  the  Por- 
tuguefe  from  one  half  of  this  rich  and  extenfive  country. 
In  reward  of  his  fervice  he  was  appointed  governor,  but  his 
mercantile  mafters,  earneft  for  immediate  gain,  and  ignorant  of 
what  was  neceflary  for  future  fecurity,  were  offended  at  the 
grandeur  in  which  he  lived,  the  number  of  fortrefles  which  he 
built,  and  the  expence  of  the  troops  which  he  kept.  They 
forced  him  by  ill  treatment  to  refign,  and  the  ideas  of  the 
compting-houfe  were  now  adopted.  The  expence  of  troops 
and  of  fortrefles  was  greatly  reduced ;  even  that,  of  the  court  .of 
juftice  was  retrenched;  in  their  commerce  with. their  new  fub- 
jefts  every  advantage  of  the  (prdid  trader  was  taken,  and  pay- 
ment was  enforced  with  the  utmoft  rigour.  Cent,  per  cent. 
was  now  divided  in  Holland,  and  all  was  happy  in  the  idea  of 
the  Burgo-mafters,  the  Lords  of  this  colony ;  when  the  Portu- 
guefe,  invited  by  the  defencelefs  ftate,  and  joined  by  the  dif- 
contented  fubjed:s  of  the  Dutch,  overwhelmed  them  with  ruin. 


*  Nor  is .  it  enough  to  fupprefs  the 
means  of  private  villainy :  To  render  a  iet-* 
tlement  profperous,  the  honefl  merchant 
mail  have  every  poffible  encouragement. 
If  it  is  eafy  to  acquire  an  handfome  inde- 
pendence in  an  honourable  channel,  the 
(bns  of  men  of  property  and  of  connexions, 
will  adventure ;  and  where  capital  and  real 
abilities  are  beft  rewarded,  commerce  mufl 
I2;reat]y  increafe.    If  on  the  other  hand,  the 


merchant  is  fettered  by  difficulties,  only 
men  of  de(pcrate  fortune  will  fettle  in  a 
diftant  climate.  And  thefe,  confcious  of 
the  reftraints  under  which  they  labour,  con- 
fcious that  they  jiave  much  to  gain  and 
little  to  lofe,  will,  in  the  nature  of  things, 
be  folely  influenced  by  the  fpirit  of  the  mere 
adventurer;  by  that  fpirit  which  utterly 
ruined  the  Portuguefe  in  India. 

Though 
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'Wi%mh  ^he  Slates  ^aw  inwreftcd  ^mic^^ee  vigouroyifly,  all 
«ll«  gW*t  «xf«iH:e  Qf  ^eir  arfnftQQ^nt^  wi^  iqft.  Srt^U  wa^tQ- 
flOMcr*d  ^.fti^  J^OFpjgUcfe,  apd  -the  DiMJcU  E^ft  ladia  Company 

:  iNqr  <;a}i  Wic  clpfe  pur  Qbfv^tions  j^ithout  otwe  moise^  Nuqio 
aQ%ai»d  AO  ?i6fccnfiv€  tflrritory  in  India,  .H^^^J^i^cd  by  the  hor- 
jible  wars  qf  ti^eir  wtive  princes,  the  i^cjgiQos  j^round  Goa  iiru- 
^pvfiA  tfeeJPQrtngjjMBie  t)0:t9ke  ^«m  unci*  proteiaion.  And  life 
A94  JiappXf  whilp  all  around  ,was  fte^ped  in  Wood,  the  tcrcitory 
Hoder  che  doCPMUon  of  Nunio  was  the  envy  and  wonder  of 
India.  Xaught  fby  this  exampki  every  humane  breaft  muft 
warm  on  the  view  of  the  happinefs  which  the  Britiili  India 
Company  may  diffufe  over  the  Ea(l,  a  happinefs  which  the 
firiitiii)  ^  ft^  j>eci)Uarly  ^Oftbkd  to  Iwftctw.  Befides  the  maj^y 
inftajBqos  pf  ,Portt}guefe  : tyranny  aiid  ,niifcQndu<ft  already  enu- 
iQfdltQdi  itb^re  W4S:a-4efe<a  in  their  government  which  muft 
j»wf  'frewe  -fatal  to  m  cowm^rciAl  i?mpw.  AH.the.ftupjsndous 
ltfi<^t«  .of  jPprtugu^fe  colonizatiori  were  only  founded  on  the 
tmd^,  on  f the  <j«iQk-^i£Mjds  of  btiman  caprice  and  arbitrary  power* 

STbfiy  g^vi5fft«i  by  a9;?e?t%in  iyft^in  of  Mws.  fTheir  governors 
ixttvi^d  tOilftdia )  t^e  im^45  Qf : the ,  cQurt .  of  Liibon,  and  Agjuoft 
$h*  wJU  of  :tbejRulef  ibere.wi^s  no  a$>pqal  »to  tibe  civil  power. 
iiSoofiiknce ; in  rtbe  hi^  jttftic^  of. a  Nwoio  way  give. nations 
bftbittiaied  to  appre^ian  a  temporary  fpirit  pf  induftry;  but 
tcffiporaryitmtiArbe,  as  a  ha^^y  journey  pniade  in  the  uncertain 
i»t«val  .of  Jt  tempeft.  The  cboprful  .vigour  of  .commerce 
can  .oolyrbejiwiifonn  and  coutiBupd  wja^re  the  merchaac  is  con-^ 
fcio»s.ofppr«tcfiion.o^  bis  appeal »td;lww.wn  laws  of  fupreme 
authority.  P<^'tibe^6r«&>  \>9&9  of  hpr  laMfs  tjne  col/M^ies  of  Qr^at 
Britain: have  wonderfully  profpered,  for  ihe  gi^ve  them  an  image 
0f:hef  awn.coaAitvtipn.     And  even  wh^re  the  govermnent  of 

■♦The  form  of  the  goverBinent,  and  the  '  ^ptoperty,  educated  in  iitdependance.  India,. 

larifftwl  character  of  (he  i^ritilht  pccoli-drly  perhaps  the  jnioil   £srcile  country  .in   the 

9lMJ>]t  diemto  diff{ik  ihe  'blefings  which  world,  h^is  /ufi'ered.  more  by  famine  tlx^n 

flow  from  the  t|iie  fpirit  of  cojnmerce.  '^he  any  other.     For  the  thouTapds  who  have 

Stttcb  have  a  peniiriofafiKsfs  in  their  manners,  died  of  hinder  in  other  countries,  India  has 

9m}  ^Ky^lAlN^b&feiftftnf^^'il^  i(bm  Igwsj  ill  bnrlcd  nviUions  of  her  foos,  who  have  thus* 

Itliflxed  by  the  neighbours  of  their  title-  perifhed.     Arnazingly  populous,  the  failure 

ments.     They  want  a  mivturc  of  the  blood  of  a  crop  of  rice  is  here  dreadful,     ft  is  the- 

oCgtfntkmen^  or  to  drop  the  metaphor,  they  true  fpiritof commerce  to  prevent  fitmine,  ta 

ti^DC  that  liberal  turn  of  idea  a.nd  Osatimcnt  bring  provifioii  frpm  one  pountry  to  another^ 

which  arifes  from  the  intercoorfc  and  con-  And  may  this  truQ  fpiiit  of  it^be  <;:jertedby 

^itl£tti«a  Qf  'di^  m^chaRt  vAih  the  nan  of  the  SricilhiA  ladaat 
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the  natives  cannot  be  new  modelled,  an  eafy  appeal  to  the  fa^ 
premacy  of  her  civil  laws,  muft  place  her  commerce  upon  the 
fureft  foundation.  It  is  not  the  fpirit  of  Gothic  conqueft,  it  is 
not  the  little  cunning  fineffe  of  embroiling  the  Indian  princes 
among  themfelves ;  of  cajoling  one  and  winning  another ;  it  is 
not  the  groveling  arts  of  intrigue,  often  embarraiTed,  always  ihift- 
ing,  which  can  give  lafting  fecurity.  An  eilential  decifive  predomi* 
nancy  of  the  juftice  of  laws  like  the  British,  can  alone  fecure  the 
profperity  of  the  moft  powerful  commercial  fyftem,  or  render  its 
exigence  advantageous  or  even  safe  to  the  feat  of  Empire. 

The  next  period  of  the  Introduction  to  the  Lufiad  requires 

The    LIFE    of   the    AUTHOR. 

WHEN  the  glory  of  the  arms  of  Portugal  had  reached 
its  meridian  fplendor^  Nature^  as  if  in  pity  of  the  literary 
rudenefs  of  that  nation^  produced  one  great  Poet,  to  record  the 
numberlefs  actions  of  high  fpirit  performed  by  his  countrymen. 
Except  Oforius,  the  hiftorians  of  Portugal  are  little  better  than 
dry  journalifls.  But  it  is  not  their  inelegance  which  rendered 
the  poet  neceffary.  It  is  the  peculiar  nature  of  poetry  to  give  a 
colouring  to  heroic  actions,  and  to  exprefs  an  indignation  againft 
the  breaches  of  honour,  in  a  fpirit  which  at  once  feizes  the 
heart  of  the  man  feeling,  and  carries  with  it  an  inftantaneous 
conviiftion.  The  brilliant  adtions  of  the  Portuguefe  form  the 
great  hinge  which  opened  the  door  to  the  moft  important  al« 
teration  in  the  civil  hiftory  of  mankind.  And  to  place  thefe 
adions  in  the  light  and  enthufiafm  of  poetry,  that  enthuliafnk 
which  particularly  aflimulates  the  youthful  breaft  to  its  own 
fires,  was  Luis  de  Camoens,  the  poet  of  Portugal,  born. 

Different  cities  claimed  the  honour  of  his  birth.  But  accord- 
ing to  N.  Antonio,  and  Manuel  Correa  his  intimate  friend,  this 
event  happened  at  Lifbon  in  1517.  His  family  was  of  confiderable 
note,  and  originally  Spanifh.  In  1 370,  Vafco  Perez  de  Caamans^ 
difgufted  at  the  court  of  Caftile,  fled  to  that  of  Lifbon,  where  king 
Ferdinand  immediately  admitted  him  into  his  council,  and  gave 
him  the  lordfhips of  Sardoal,  Punnete,  M arano,  Amendo,  and  other 
confiderable  lands;  a  certain  proof  of  the  eminence  of  his  rank  and 
abilities.  In  the  war  for  the  fucceflion,  which  broke  out  on  the 
death  of  Ferdinand,  Caamans,  fided  with  the  king  of  Caflile,  and 
was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Aljabarrota.    But  though  John  L  the 

viftor. 
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^liiftoc,  fcisod  a  gnsat  fut  of  his  dftate^  bcs  widcxvir,  the^aE^gfa*. 
tor  of  Gonfido  Tereyro,  grand  jdmAct  of  the  order  of  OEbrift^ 
and  genfiml  of  the  Portsigiudfe  arfny,  was  not  reduced  beneatiy 
her  rank.  She  had  three  fons>  who  took  the  name  of  Czmot^e^^ 
The  family  of  the  elded  inter-married  with  the  firft  nobility  of 
Portugal^  aiod  eiwn>  accordii^  toCaeftera^  with  the  blood  royaL. 
But  the  family  of  the  fecond  brother,  whofe  fortune  was  flender^. 
htti  the  fuperior  hoadnr  to  prodiN^  the  Anthor  of  the  Lm^d^. 

Early  io  his  Hie  doe  mtsfertuoics  cf  tbe  Poet  began.  In  hid< 
infancy V  Simoa  Vaz  de  Camoens^  his  father,  cosDmander  &f'Q. 
vefficl^  was  ihipwrecked  at  Goa,  where,  with  his  life,  thd* 
grcateil:  port  of  his  fortune  was  loiL  His  mother,  hcmttttf . 
Anne  de  Mdcedo  of  Santarece,  provided  for  the  education  of 
hor  fan  Lnh  at  the  ttniver&ty  of  Coimbra*  Whart  he  acquir^idO^i 
tfane  hfts  works  dsfeoyei' :  >  Aa  intimaey  with  the  clafiios,  equefli 
to  lihat  of  a.  SicaH^;er,.  buA.  £re<3:ed  fey  the  tafte  of  a^  Mikooit 
or  a  Pope.  * 

When  he  left  tbc  untvorfity  he  appeared'  at  CMirt.     He  was* 
handibme^^  had  fpesdkiiQig  e3fefi,.  it  is  faid^  and  the  fineft  tom^- 
plextnn.     Certain  it  is^  however^  he  was  a  polilhed  ichotai*^, 
which,  added  to  the  n^nsral  ardour  and  gay  vivacity  of  his  di^ 
pofition^   rendered  him  attr  accompHfiied  gentleman..    Courts* 
ace  the  fccnes  of  intrigue^  and  intrigue  was  faihionabie  at  Lif-* 
hon.     But  the  particBiars  of  the  amours  of  Camoens  reft  ufi-^ 
known.     This  only  appears  :  He  had  afpired  above  his  rank,  fof 
ke  vras  hanidied  hoiai  the  court;  and  in  ievtt'al  of  his  Ibnnets  he 
aicribes  this  misfortune  to  love. 

He  now  retired  to  his  mother^s  friends  at  Siantarene.     Here  : 
he  renewed  his  ftudies,  and  began  his  P<Dem  on  dto  DifCovtfry 
of  India.     John  UL  at  this  time  prepared  an  armament  again(b 
Africa*     Camoens,  tired  of  his  ina^ive  obicure  life^  went  to 
Ceuta  in  this  expedition,  and  greatly  diftingiiifhed  his  vsdouri  ih  . 
&veral  rencounters.     In  a  naval  engagement  with  the  Moors^. 
in  the  fixaits  oif  Gibraltar,  in  the  conili<ft  of  boarding  he  vrsts  > 
among  the  foremoft,  and  loft  his  right  eye.     Yet  neither  the : 

*  The  Fseach  Tran^tor  gives  «s  ib  fine  a  Nicdai  Antooio,  **  MedUcri  ft^amra  fuii^  , 

fteicription  of  the  perCbn  of  Camoeny^  that  it  it  came  plena^  cafillu  ujque  ad  erect  eohrem. 

feems  to  be  bosrowed  itom  the  Fkiiy  Tales*.  flawrfctnilhut^  mattimf,  in  jwventmt.    Eminem 

k  is  aAiverfally  agreed*  however*  that  he  Sat  ei^&ttt,  ^  mediui  nafm^  c^arrn  hng^j^ , 

was  handfome*  and  had  a  n^od  engaeing  a  in  Jim  cr^ffiu/culus.** 
mein  and  addreft.    He  is.  thcn^eftnEca  by 

hurry; 
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hurry  of  adual  fervice  nor  the  diflipation  of  the  camp  could 
ftifle  his  genius.  He  continued  his  Ltd/Sadas,  and  feveral  of  his^ 
moft  beautiful  fonncts  were  written  in  Africa,  while,  as  he- 
exprefles  it. 

One  hand  the  pen,  and  one  the  fword  employed. 

The  fame  of  his  valour  had  now  reached  the  court,  and  he  6b- 
tained  peniuflion  to  return  to  Lifbon.  But  while  he  folicited 
an  eftabUihment  which  he  had  merited  in  the  ranks  of  battle, 
the  malignity  of  evil  tongues,  as  he  calls  it  in  one  of  his  letters, 
was  injurioufly  poured  upon  him.  Though  the  bloom  of  his 
early  youth  was  effaced  by  feveral  years  refidence  under  the 
fcorching  heavens  of  Africa,  and  though  altered  by  the  lofs  of 
in  eye,  his  prefence  gave  uneafinefs  to  the  gentlemen  of  fome 
families  of  the  firft  rank  where  he.  had  formerly  viiited.  Jea- 
loufy  is  the  charafteriftic  of  the  Spanifh  and  Portuguefe ;  its  rc- 
fentment  knows  no  bounds,  andCamoens  now  found  it  prudent 
to  baniQx  himfelf  fropi  his  native  country.  Accordingly,  in 
1553,  ^^  failed  for  India,  with  a  refolution  never  to  return. 
As  the  fhip  left  the  Tagiis  he  exclaimed, .  in  the  words  of  the 
fepulchral  monument  of  Scipio  Africanus,  Ingrata  patria^  non 
pojjidebis  ojfa  mea !  Ungrateful  country,  thou  (halt  not  poflefs 
my  bones  !  But  he  knew  not  what  evils  in  the  Eaft  would 
awake  the  remembrance  of  his  native  fields. 

When  Camoens  arrived  in  India,  an  expedition  was  ready  to 
fail  to  revenge  the  king  of  Cochin  on  the  king  of  Pimenta.. 
Without  any  reft  on  fliore  after  his  long  voyage,  he  joined 
this  armament,  and  in  the  conqueft  of  the  Alagada  iflands,  dif- 
played  his  ufual  bravery.  But  his  modefty,  perhaps,  is  his 
greateft  praife.  In  a  fonnet  he  mentions  this  expedition :  We 
went  to  punifli  the  king  of  Pimenta,  fays  he,  efuccedeones  benty 
and  we  fuccecded  well.  When  it  is  confidered  that  the  Poet 
bore  no  inconfiderable  (hare  in  the  viftory,  no  ode  can  conclude 
more  elegantly,  more  happily  than  this. 

In  the  year  following  he  attended  Manuel  de  Vafconcello  in 
an  expedition  to  the  Red  Sea.  Here,  fays  Faria,  as  Camoens 
had  no  ufe  for  bis  fword  he  employed  his  pen.  Nor  was  his 
activity  confined  in  the  fleet  or  camp.  He  vifited  Mount  Felix 
and  the  adjacent  inhofpifable  regions  of  Africa,  which  he  fo 

ftrongly 
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ftrongly  piAures  in  the  Lufiad,  and  in  one  of  his  little  pieces, 
where  he  laments  the  abfence  of  his  miftrefs. 

When  he  returned  to  Goa  he  enjoyed  a  tranquility  which  en- 
abled him  to  beftow  his  attention  on  his  Epic  Poem.  But  this 
ferenity  was  interrupted,  perhaps  by  his  own  imprudence.  He 
wrote  fome  fatyrs  which  gave  offence,  and  by  order  of  the  Vice- 
roy Francifco  Barreto  he  was  bani(hed  to  China, 

Men  of  dull  abilities  are  more  confcious  of  their  embarraff- 
ment  and  errors  than  is  commonly  believed.  When  men  of 
this  kind  are  in  power,  they  aflfedl  great  folemnity ;  and  every 
expreffion  of  the  moft  diflant  tendency  to  lefTen  their  dignity,  is 
held  as  the  greateft  of  crimes.  Confcious  alfo  how  feverely  the 
man  of  genius  can  hurt  their  intereft,  they  bear  an  inftindive 
antipathy  againft  him,  are  uneafy  even  in  his  company,  and  on 
the  flighteft  pretence  are  happy  to  drive  him  from  them.  Ca- 
moens  was  thus  (ituated  at  Goa^  and  never  was  there  a  fairer 
field  for  fatyr  than  the  rulers  of  India  at  this  time  afforded. 
Yet  whatever  efleem  the  prudence  of  Camoens  may  lofe  in  our 
idea,  the  noblenefs  of  his  difpofition  will  doubly  gain.  And  fo 
confcious  was  he  of  his  real  integrity  and  innocence,  that  in 
one  of  his  fonnets  he  wifhes  no  other  revenge  on  Barreto,  than 
that  the  cruelty  of  his  exile  ihould  ever  be  remembered*. 


*  Caflera,  who  always  condemns  Camoens 
as  if  guilty  of  facriledge,  when  the  flighteft 
reproach  of  a  grandee  appears,  tells  as, 
**  that  pofterity  by  no  means  enters  into  the 
**  refentment  of  our  poet,  and  that  the  Por- 
**  tuguefe  hiftorians  make  glorious  mention 
*'  of  Barreto,  who  was  a  man  of  true  merit." 
The  Portuguefe  hiftorians,  however,  knew 
not  what  true  merit  was.  The  brutal  uncom- 
mercial wars  of  Sampayo  are  by  them  men- 
tioned as  much  more  glorious  than  the  leis 
bloody  campaigns  of  a  Nunio,  which  efta- 
blifhed  commerce  and  empire.  But  the 
actions  of  Barreto  (hall  be  called  to  witnefs 
for  Camoens. 

We  have  feen  Souza's  villainoas  nego- 
ciation  in  favour  of  Meale  Can,  and  the 
dangerous  war  which  it  kindled.  Barreto 
took  up  the  fame  bnfinefs,  and  Meale  Can, 
in  breach  of  the  treaty  with  his  brother 
Hydal  Can,  was  by  him  proclaimed  king 
of  Viiipor.  This  begat  a  war,  which  end- 
ed in  the  captivity  of  Meale  Can  and  the 
difgrace  of  the  Portuguefe,  who  were  ftript 


of  the  territory  and  revenues  promifed  them 
by  the  Ufurper.  In  the  fpirit  of  Sampayo, 
Barreto's  officers  defolated  the  coafts  of  Ma- 
labar and  Ceylon.  Becaufe  Hydal  Can 
fought  revenge  for  the  favour  fhewed  to 
the  ufurper^  Barreto  fent  Coutinho  to  attack 
'  Salfete  and  Bardes,  all  the  fea  ports  af  which 
he  defhx>yed  with  fire  and  fword,  and  re- 
turned, fays  Pari?,  with  h.Viour  and  riches 
to  Goa.  .  Hydal  Can  on  this  raifed  a  great 
army.  Barreto  did  the  fame; ;  but  though 
he  made  i  winter  campaign,  did  nothing, 
fays  Faria,  worthy  of  hiftory.  The  king 
of  Cinde  defired  Barreto's  afTiftance  to  crufn 
a  neighbouring  prince  who  had  invaded  his 
dominions.  Barreto  went  himfelf  to  relieve 
him ;  but  having  difagreed  about  the  re- 
ward he  required,  for  the  king  had  made 
peace  with  his  enemy,  he  burnei  Tata  th« 
royal  city,  killed  above  8000  of  the  people 
he  came  tof  rotedt,  for  eight  days  deftroyed 
every  thing  on  the  banks  of  the  Indus,  and 
loaded  his  veffels,  fays  our  author,  with  the 
richeft  booty  hitherto  taken  in  India.     The 
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The4CC0mpli(bnMiits  ftn4  inaoners  of  Ci(no60i9  ibon  Ibuntf 
jhim  friends,  though  under  the  4di%r9ce  0f  baoi^oient*  < .  He 
:9^^ ,  appointed  cQoinuflary:  of  t^e  P^f^aS:  in  tha  iflmd  of 
J^acao^  a  Portuguefe  fettlement  in  da^  bay  of  Canton. .  Here 
he  continued  his  Lufiadi  and  here  alfo^  after  five  yearsi  refi^ 
^ience^  he  acquired  a  fortune^  though  fmall»  yet  equal  to  his 
wifhes.  Don  Conftantine  de  JBragaiiza  was  now  Vic^oyof 
Indiiu  ^tnd  Camoens»  defirous  tQ  return  tp  Goa^  reiigoed  his 
vcharge.  In  a  fhip«  fre^hted  by  himfelft  he  At  fail^  but  waf 
0iipwrecked  in  the  gulph  near  the  oaouth  of  the  river  Mehon  on 
the  coaft  of  China.  All  he  had.  acquired  was  loft  in  the  waves : 
his  poemsj  which  he  held  'm  one  hand>  while  he  fwimoKd 
"with  the  others  were  all  he  found  himielf  poiTeiTed  of^  when  he 
iftpod  friendlefs  on  the  unknown  Hiore*  But  the  natives  gave 
him  a  .moft  humane  reception  :  this  he  has  immortalifed  in  the 
prophetic  £ong  in  the  tenth  I^ufiad  * ;  and  in  the  feventh^  he 
tQ\h  u«>  that  here  he  loft  the  wealth  which  fatisfied  his  wiCbes* 

Jigora  4a  e/perangaja  ad^uirida^  &c. 

Now  bleft  with  all  the  wealth  fend  hope  could  crave^ 
Soon  I  beheld  that  wealth  beneath  the  wave 

Forever  loft ; * 

My  life  like  Judah 's  heaven-doom'd  king  of  yore 

35y  miracle  prolonged  ■  ■  ■  ■     * 

» 

On  the  baijks  of  the  Mehon,  he  wrote  his  beautiful  para-* 
phrafe  of  the  pfalm,  where  the  Jews,  in  the  fineft  ftrain  of 
|>oetry,  are  reprefented  as  hanging  their  harp^  on  the  willows 


iMMr  witk  Hydal  Can,  kindled  by  Baneto*< 
treachery,  continued.  The  city  of  Dabul 
was  deilroyed  by  die  viceroy,  wbof  Toon  aftex^ 
at  the  head  of  17,000  men,  defeated 'the 
injured  Hydal  Can*$  army  of'^Q»ooo^ 
While  horrid  defolation  followed  thefe  vic- 
tories, and  while  Hydal  Can  faifcd  new 
groiies,  Duarte  Deza  treacherooily  in^in- 
ibned  the  king  of  Ternate  and  his  whole 
^family,  thoogh  in  alliance  with  Portugal^ 
and  ordered  them  to  be  flajrved  to  death* 
Thia  Ida^led  a  wa^  which  endangered  tho 
Malucos,  and  ended  in  the  fubmi£oa  of 
the  Portuguefe.  Such  was  the  noaifter 
JSasretQ^    the  man  who  exiled  Camocns, 


and  fiich  were  the  villaizis  who  aded  under 
him, 
*  Having  named  the  Mehon ;.  . 
Efli  reteicra  placidd^  W  hranio^ 
NoJfH  r^afo  0  CofOct  qutm9llHtdot  Sbc» 
Literally  thus  :  ^*  On  his  gentle  hoipkable 
bofom  ^Jic  brando  poetidj  (hall  he  receive 
the  ibng,  wet  from  woeful  untiappy  fiiip*- 
wreck»  efoaiied  irom  deftroying  tempedsj 
from  ravenous  dangers*    {he  eSeA  of  the 
^njuil  fenttace  upon  him*  whoie  lyre  (hall 
be  more  renowned  than  enriched,"    Wheu 
Camoens  was  CDnuniirary«  he  vifited  the 
ifUnds  of  Ternatet  Timor«  4g«  defcribrd 
in  the  Lu£ad. . 

by 
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by  the  rivers  of  Babylon,  and  weeping  their  exile  from  their 
native  country.  Here  Camoens  continued  fome  time»  till  an 
opportunity  oiFercd  to  carry  him  to  Goa.  When  he  arrived  at 
that  city,  Don  Conftantine  de  Braganza,  the  Viceroy,  whofe 
charadteriftic  was  politenefs,  admitted  him  into  intimate 
friendship,  and  Camoens  was  happy  till  Count  Redondo  afTumed 
the  government.  Thofe  v/ho  had  formerly  procured  the  baniih- 
ment  of  the  fatyrift,  were  filent  while  Conftantine  was  in 
power.  But  now  they  exerted  all  their  arts  againft  him*  Re- 
dondo, when  he  entered  on  office,  pretended  to  be  the  friend 
of  Camoens;  yet,  with  all  that  unfeeling . indifference  with 
which  he  made  hi$  moft  .horrible  witticifm  on  the,  Zamorim, 
he  fuffered  the  innocent  man  to  be  thrown  into  -the  common 
prifon.  After  all  the  d^lay  of  bringing  witneiTes,  Camoens,  in 
a  public  trial,  fully  refuted  every  accufation  of  his  conduct, 
while  commifTary  at  Macao,  *  and  his  enemies  were  loaded 
with  ignominy  and  reproach.  But  Camoens  had  ibme  credi- 
tors ;  and  thefe  detained  him  in  prifon  a  confiderable  time,  till 
the  gentlemen  of  Goa  began  to  be  afliamed,  that  a  man  of  his 
iingular  merit  fhould  experience  fuch  treatment  among  them. 
He  was  fet  at  liberty  ^  and  again  he  afTumed  the  pfofeflion 
of  arms,  and  received  the  allowance  of  a  gentleman  volunteer^ 
a  chara<5ter  at  this  time:  common  in  Portuguefe  India..  Sooa 
after,  Pedro  Barreto,  appointed  governor  of  the  fort  at  Sofala, 
by  high  promifes,  allured  the  poet  to  attend  him  thither. 
The  governor  of  a  diftant  fort,  in  a  barbarous  country,  fhares  in 
fome  meafure  the  fate  of  an  exile.  Yet,  though  the  only 
motive  of  Barreto  was,  in  this  unpleafant  fituation,  to  retain 
the  converfation  of  Camoens  at  his  ta^le,  it  was  hi?  leaft  care 
to  render  the  life  of  his  gueft  agreeable.  Chagrined  with  his 
treatment,  and  a  confiderable  time  having  elapfed  in  vain  depen- 
dence upon  Barreto,  Camoens  refolved  to  return,  to  his  native 
country,  A  /hip,  on  the  homeward  voyage,  at  this  time  touched 
at  Sofala,  and  feveral  gentlen>en  *  who  were  on  board .  were 
defirous  that  Camoens  ftiould  accompany  them.  But  this  the 
governor  ungencroufly  endeavoured  to  prevent,  and  charged  him 


.  ^  According  to  the  Portuguefe  life  of 
Camoeas,  prefixed  to  Gedron's,  the  belt 
•dition  4t£  his  ^rorks^  Diogo  de  Couto,  the 
kiibrian,  one  of  the  company  in  this  home- 


ward  voyage»  wrote  annotations  upon  the 
Luiiad,  under  the  eye  of  its  author.  But 
diefe.  unhappily  have  never  appeared  in 
public. 

with 
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with  judebt  for  boapd.  Anthony  de  Cabral, however,  and  Hcdtor 
de  Sylv^ra,  paid  the  denund,  and  Camoens,  fays  Faria,  and 
tli^  honour  of  Barreto,  were  fold  together. 

After  ao  abfence  of  fixteen  years,  Camoens,'in  1569,  returned 
to  Liibon,  unhappy  even  in  his  arrival,  for  the  peftilence  then 
faged  in  that  city,  and  prevented  his  publication  for  three 
years^  At  laft,  in  1 572,  he  printed  his  Lufiad,  which,  iii  the 
openin.g  of  the  firft  book,  in  a  RK)ft  elegant  turn  of  compliment 
he  addrefled  to  his  prince,  king  Sebaftian,  then  in  his  eigh-> 
teenth  year.  The  king,  fays  the  French  tranflator,  was  Co 
pkafed  with  his  merit,  that  he  gave  the  Author  a  penfibn  of 
4000  reals,  on  condition  that  he  fhould  refide  at  court.  But 
this  falary,  feys  the  fame  writer,  was  withdrawn  by  Cardinal 
Heory,  who  fucceeded  to  the  crown  of  Portugal,  loft  by  Se- 
baftian at  the  battle  of  Alcazar. 

Bat  this  ftory  of  the  penfion  is  very  doubtful.  Correa,  and 
ether  cotemporary  authors,  do  not  mention  it,  though  fome 
late  writers  have  given  credit  ux  it..  If  Camoens,  however,  had 
ai  penfion,  it  is  highly  probable  that  Henry  deprived  him  of  it. 
While  Sebaftian  was  devoted  to  the  chace,  his  grand  uncle,  the 
Cardinal,  prefided  at  the  council  board,  and  Camoens,  in  his 
addreft  to  the  king,  which  clofes  the  Lufiad,  advifes  him  to 
exclude  the  clergy  from  ftate  affairs.  It  was  eafy  to  fee  that  the 
Cardinal  w«8  here  intended.  And  Henry,  befides,  was  one  of 
thofe  ftatefmen  who  can  perceive  no  benefit  refulting  to  the 
iHiblic  from  elegant  literature.  .  But  it  ought  alfo  to  be  added 
m  completipn  of  his  character,  that  under  the  narrow  viewa  and 
weak  hands  of  this  Henry,  the  kingdom  of  Portugal  fell  into 
utter  ruin  5  and  on  his  death,  which  clofed  a  fhort  inglorious 
ieign>  the  crown  of  Lift>on,  after  a  faint  ftruggle,  was  annexed 
to  that  of  Madrid.  Such  was  the  degeneracy  of  the  Portuguefe,. 
a  degeneracy  lamented  in  vain  by  Camoens,  and  whofe  obfer** 
valion  of  it  was  imputed  to  him  as  a  crime. 

Though  the  great  *  patron  of  one  fpecies  of  literature^   a 


^  CanHoal  Henry*!  patronage  of  leamin9 
and  learned  men  is  mentioned  widi  cordisu 
efteem  by  the  Portugneie  writers.  Happiltj^ 
they  alio  tell  tu  what  that  leaming  was. 
It  w^  to  him  the  Romifh  Friars  of  the  Ea£^ 
tranittiittad  their  chiMifii  forgeries  of  in- 
f<;riptions  and  miraclet  Cfir  /qhu  of  wbich. 


fei  tU  note,  /•  ^S^J  He  correfponded 
with  them»  diremd  dxeir  labours,  and  jre-^ 
ceived  the  firft  a^comts  of  their  fnopeif. 
Under  his  patronage  it  was  difcovered^  thai 
St.  Thomas,  ordered  the  Indicuis  tt>  wor« 
(hip  the  Crog ;  and  thai  the  Moorish  tta« 
diuon  of  Perixnaly  (who,  havmg  embraced 

Mohammcdifma 
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{ff$dc^  tI^(  j:€^rC0  9f  lh«t  of  Can^Denli  certaift  it  ib^  (hat  <th<r 
author  of  the  Lufia4  wa$  iitteirly  oegkCtdd  by  Heftijf  undei* 
whofe  inglorioius  reign  He^  died  in  all-  the  miftry  of  poverty^ 
By,^Gaei»  it  iirfaid^ila  dtfd  JA  an  alms-boufe.  It  M>pears^  haw-« 
evert  that  he  had  not  even  th«  certainty  of  fuhfiuence,  vtrhich' 
thefe  hoofer  provide.  He  had  a  black  &rvant»  whohadgfows 
old.  V^ith  hini»  ^nd  who  had  long  expetieticod  his  mafter's  hu^ 
manityi  \  Thia  gfatqful  Iiidiali^i-a  tiative  of  Ji(va»  who^  accord«< 
ing  to  &>mc  writers^  f^vi^d  hk  oiafter'a.  life  tn  the  unhappy  (hip^ 
^eck  where  be  loft  his  Q0e£|9i  bagged  ia  the  flreets  of  Lifbolt 
£3r  the  only  nian  in  PortugjU  on  whom  God  had  beftowed  thofo 
talents,  whicti  have  a  tendency  to  ere<ft  the  fpirit  of  a  dowiw 
ward  age.  To  the  eye  of  a  careful  obferver,  the  fSite  of  Ca-^ 
moea^i. throws  gr?^at  light  on ^at  Of  hia <ouritryv  and  will  appear 
ftrid:ly  conn^ ded  With  it.  The  fame  ignorance^  the  fame  de^ 
generated  fpirit^  which  fuffetfed  Cain<)!ms  to  depend  on  bis  ihard 
of.  the  almi  begged  in  the  ftreets  by  his  old  hoary  ;iarvant>  the 
i^me  fpirit  whi(^h  caufed  this,  Cmk  the  kingdom  of  Portugal 
into  the  moft  abje<^  vaifallage  ,tv4t  .eXpdrienced  by  %  c(mquered 
jp^^t)OQ«     While  the  grander  ^f  Portugal  were  bUiid  td  the  mitt 

^corwar 4fe  tks  j^i^^gn.  finAanwi  wU 
committed  to  orUon,  becaafe  it  was  alledgea 
he  Kaj  esten  nctti  m  Lent,  ind  beciLcrfe  ttt 
his  early  y9Uth«  at  St.  Aiiditwi  in^codand^ 
he  had  writt^.a  fatyr  «a2ainft  the  Franeif- 
cans ;  fc^  whfch,  htjwever,  ferfe  lie  woiM 
TtttEUia  80  Lihohi  J oHb  had'  pfoofMbd  ab^. 
folute  indemnity.  John»  with  much  6i£S^. 
Oilxy«  procured  his  releaiR:  from  a  loath  fbme 
jail,  bdt'eoidd  n;0i  cfieft  Mr  reAoMfidh  as 
m  teacher.  Now  he  im^.ehacigrdhis  frif&k^ 
for  Buchanan  was  fent  to  a  monailerv  $0  he. 
iriftruatd  by  the  mdnks\  tie  men  of  Icrttcrs 
^oMnsfed  b^Ueray.  Thefe  are  tkas'chni^ 
ra^lerifed  by  their  pupil  BuchaAant-^^v^f  #>*, 
humaJtiff  flic  malis^  fed  omnis  religionis 
ignitris.  •'Ifet  nhcfviliz^,  not  flarft^s,  fcut 

A  fafirrical 

6f  ztois  bsrbarHm.     In  this  conlitiemtnc 


Mohammedifm^  divided  his  kingdom  among . 
his  officers,  whom  he  rendered  tributary  to 
the  Zaaerim,)  was  a  malicious  mifreprfr' 
Atntation,  for  fhat  Perinali   having  turned 


Chriftian,  reiigned  his  kingdom  and  became 

xoi  was  the  learning  pa 
hor  Hei^,  under  whofe  aufpic^,  that  konid 


n  monk.  Sndi  was  the  learning  patronifed 
hc^rHef^,  under  whofe  aufpic^,  that  konid 
tribunal,  the  inquifition  was  erected  atLii^n. 


iqu 
And  be  hinifelf  .long  prefided  as  jnquifitor 
^taidrsSi. '  Nbf  ^as  he  c^nteMt  ^itk  this,  h^ 
eilabliihed  an  iB()uifition  alfo  at  Qo^t  wd 
ieik  a  whole  apparatus  of  ^dly  fathers  to 
fmrxst  a  court  of  inqmfitorB,  to  fvtppteh  the 

£W9  wi  i^dncyr  the  native  Chrii^|»il9  ^9 
e  of  Rome.  Nor  muft  the  treatment  ex- 
perienced by  Buchanan  at  Lifbon  be  here 
60fllt6d,  as  it  iJMd$  a  coAvindbg  pr^ 
ihM  the  fitfe  genios-of  Camoens,  was  the 
iMia  feoyce  ^  Ms  misfortunes.  John  nr. 
aara^il  fty  promote  the  cnlttvadon  of  noHte 
literature  among  his  fubje^ts,  engaged  Bii*> 
elMlanf,  tfte  mm  elegaitt  Latiniff,  perhaps, 
af-^nMtm  titnes,  to  tesfch  pKilofophy  and 
tike  ^tiks  titihrei  at  Ju^bdii.  But  the  dcfiwt 
^  tlife  ni6nafch  wats  foon  fruftrated  by  the 
cliH-gy,  at  the  head  of  whom  was  Henry, 


^6rant  oF'c^ety  relrgipn***  A  faty! 
itegative  'c6nip!^ent,  Allowed  by  a  ch 
6f  gro{$  barbarHm.  In  this  conlitier 
Bndianan  wrote  bis  elegant  v^on  of  die 
p&lms,  Camoeas,  about  the  fame  time, 
felled  ibr  India^  The  bleiTed  effea$  <S 
the  ipirit  which  perfecutted  fach  Aen,  are  well 
expreflcd  in  the  proverb,  A  Spaniard,  J^'p* 
tf  all  his  virtHih  fMk^i  a  good  Portmgurfim 


q  2 


which 
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which  impended  dvef  them;  Cimoefls  behfeM -it  wRh' fi-^dhi- 

fency  of,  grief  which  haftfene^  hfS  fejfit.'  In  tne  &f  his  Ifettfers 
e  has  thefe  remarkable  words,'-**  JSw^jrt  accabtrey  d'^^a,  e 
verram  todos  que  fuy  afeipadaa  fnlrtho  patria,  &c."'  ^  I  anii- end- • 
irig  the  courfe  of  my  life,  the  World  will  witnefs  hoW  I  have 
loved  my  country.  I  have  returned,  not  only  to  die  in  her 
bofbm,  but  to  die  with  her."  In  another  letter-,  writtetl'fl'little' 
before  his  death,  he  thus,  yet  with  dignity,  complains,  «*  Who 
has  feen  on  fo  fmall  a  theatre  as  my  poor  l^d,  fucn  a  reprefentd- 
tion  of  the  difappointmcnts  of  fortune.  ■  And  1,  as  if  (he  could 
not  herfelf  fubdue  me,  I  have  yielded  arid  become  of  her  party; 
for  it  were  wild  audacity  to  hope  to  furmount  fuch  accumu- 
lated evils."  ' 

In  this  unhappy  fituation,  in  1579,  in  his  fixty-fetforid  year, 
the  year  after  the  fatal  defeat  of  Don  Sebaftian,  died  Luifr  de 
Camoens,  the  greateft  literary  genius  ever  prot^Ced  by  Portu-; 
gal ;  in  martial  courage  and  fpirit  of  honour,  nothing  inferior 
to  her  greateft  heroes^  And  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  the  poverty 
in  which  be  died  was  he  buried.  Soon  after,  however,  many 
epitaphs  honoured  his  memory.;  the  greatnefs  of  his  mCFit  was 
univerfally  confeffed,  and  his  Lufiad  was  tranflated  into  various 
languages*.  Nor  Ought  it  to  be  omitted,  that  the  man  fo 
miferably  neglefted  by  the  weak  king  Henry,  was  earneftly  en- 
quired after  by  Philip  of  Spain,  when  he  affumed  the  crown 
of  Lifbon.  When  Philip  heard  that  Camoens  was  dead,  both 
his  words  and  his  countenance  exprefled  bis  difappointment 
and  grief. 

From  the  whole  tenor  of  his  life,  and  from  that  fpirit  which 
glows  throughout  the,  Lufiad,  it  evidently  appears  that  the  courage 
and  manners  of  Camoens  flowed  from  true  greatnefs  and  dignity 
of  foul.     Though  his  poUflied  converfation  \  was  often  courted 

*  According  to  Gedron,  a  fecond  edition  ted  alio  inio  Hebrew  with  ptu  elegance 

of  the  Luliad  appeared  in   the  {hme  year  nod  fpirit  by  oae  Luzzetto,  a  Jearaed  and 

with  the  iirft.     There  are  two  Italian  and  ingenious  Jew,  author  of  feveral  poems  in 

Ions  of  it.     An  hundred  that  language,  and  who,  about  thuty  years 

'i  Terlion  it  appeared  la  ago,  died  in  the  Holy  Land. 

le  Faria,  Bp.  of  Targa  X  Camocn*  ha*  not  efcaped  the  fate  of 

;d  it  into  Latin,    and  other  eminent  wits.     Their  ignorant  ad- 

eilher  his  own  or  the  inirerg  conlrire  anecdotes  of  tbetr  htunour, 

a  mean  but  vain  attempt  which  in  reality  difgrace  them.     Camoeni, 

upon  the  public  as  an  it  13  fud,  one  day  neand  a  potter  IjttgiiE 

original.     Le  P.  Niceron  fays  there  were  fome  of  his  verfes  in  a  miferable  mangled 

two  Other  Latin  tnuflatioiu.    It  i>  tranfla-  manner,  and  by  way  of  retaliatioD,  broke 

a  parcel 
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by  1^9  great,  he appears  fo  diftanf  frotni  fcrvility,-  that  his  ihfipru- 
denco  in^hia  refpcdi  is  by  fomc  highly  blamed.  Yet  the  inftanceS 
6f  it  fey  no  means  defervc  that  feverity  of  cenfure  with  which  fome 
writers  have  condemned  him*  Unconfcious  of  the  feelings  oF 
a  Camoens,  they  knew  not  that  a  careleflhefs  in  fecuring  the 
fmiles  of  fortune,  and  an  open  honefty  of  indignation,  arealmoft' 
infeparaWe  from  the  enthufiafm  of  fine  imagination-  iThe  truth* 
is/ the  man  poiTeiTed  of  true  geqius  feels  his  greateft  happinefs  in* 
the  purfuits  and  excurfions  of  the  mind,  and  therefore  makes 
an  eftimate  of  things,  very  different  from  that  of  him  whbfc' 
unremitting  attention  is  devoted  to  hi€  external  intereft.  The 
profufion  of  Gamoens  is  alfo  cenfured.  Had  he  diflipated  the 
wealth  he  acquired  at  Macao,  his  profufion  indeed  nad  been 
criminal  5  but  it  does  not  appear  that  he  ever  enjoyed  any  other 
opportunity  of  acquiring  independence.  But  Camoens  was  un* 
fortunate,  and  the  unfortunate  man  is  viewed 

through  the  dim  (hade  his  fate  cads  o'er  him : 


A  (hade  that  fpreads  its  evening  darknefs  Ver 

His  brighteft  virtues,  while  it  (hews  his  foibles  ' 

Crowding  and  obvious  as  the  midnight  flars. 

Which  in  the  funfhine  of  profperity 

Never  had  been  defcried  ' 

Yet  after  the  ftrifteft  difcufllon,  when  all  the  caufes  are  weigh- 
ed together,  the  misfortunes  of  Cataoens  will  appear  the  fault 
and  difgrace  of  his  age  and  country,  and  not  of  the  man.  His 
talents  would  have  fecured  him  an  apartment  in  the  palace  of 
Auguftus,  but  fuch  talents  are  a  curfe  to  their  pofifeflbr  in  an 
illiterate  nation.  After  all,  however,  if  he  was  imprudent  on 
his  firft  appearance  at  the  court  of  John  III.  if  the  honefty  of 
his  indignation  led  him  into  great  imprudeoce^  as  certainly  it 
did,  when  at  Goa  he  fatyrifed  the  Viceroy  and  the  firft  Goths 


a  parcel  of  his  earthen  ware.  **  Frknd,  faid 
he,  you  deflroy  my  verfes  and  I  deftroy 
your  goods."  The  iame  fooliih  ftory  is  told 
of  Ariofto;  nay,  we  are  even  infonned, 
that  Rinaldo's  fpeech  to  his  horfe  jb  the 
irilbook, 

Ferma  B^arJo  mto^  &c. 
was  the  faflage  miffained^  and  that  on  the 
potter's  complaint,  the  injured  poet  replied,. 


**  I  have  only  broken  a  few  bafe  pots  of  thine 
not  worth  a  groat»  but  thou  haft  murdered 
a  fine  ftanza  of  mine  worth  a  mark  of  gold.'^ 
But  both  theie  filly  talcs  axe  borrowed  fix>m 
Plutarch's  life  of  A^cefilaus,  where  the  fame 
duU  hnmov  is  told  of  PbilQxenus.  ^<  He 
heard  fome  brick-makers  miftnne  one  of  his 
fon«,  and  in  return  he  deflroyed  a  number 
of  £eir  bricks.*' 

in 
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in  poweri  yet  let  it  alfo  be  temembored>  that  ^<  The  gift^  e£ 
^^  iaiagination  briixg  the  beaviefi:  talk  upon  the  vigilance  of 
^^  reafon ;  and  to  bear  thofe  faculties  with  unerring  reditude  or 
^^  invariable  propriety^  requires  a  degree  of  firmnels  and  of  coed 
*-*  attention*  which  doth  not  always  attend  the  higher  gifts  of 
*^  the  mind*  Yet  difficult  as  nature  herfelf  {e^ms  to  have  ren-* 
dered  the  taik  of  regularity  to  genius^  it  is  the  fupreme  con- 
folation  of  duUnefs  and  of  folly  to  point  with  Gothic  triumph 
Co  thofe  excefles  which  are  the  overflowings  of  faccilties  they 
never  enjoyed.  Perfedtly  unconfcious  that  they  are  indebted 
to  their  ftupidity  for  the  confiftency  of  their  condud;,  they 
plucne  themfelves  on  an  imaginary  virtue,  which  has  its 
origin  in  what  is  really  their  difgrace. — Let  fucb,  if  fuch 
dare  approach  the  ihrine  of  CaoioenSj  withdraw  to  a  refpedt- 
ful  diuance ;  and  jfhould  they  behold  the  ruins  of  genius,  or 
'^  the  weaknefs  of  an  exalted  mind*  let  them  he  taught  to  la-* 
•*  ment,  that  nature  has  left  the  nobleft  of  her  works  im- 
"  perfect  ♦/• 

And  Poetry  is  not  only  the  nobleft,  but  alfp  not  the  lead  Y}feful,  if 
civilization  of  manners  be  of  advantage  to  mankiAd*  No  Ihoral 
truth  may  be  more  certainly  demonftrated,  than  U>at  A  Virgil  or  a 
Milton  are  not  only  the  fir  ft  ornaments  of  a  ft^ee,  but  alfo  of  the 
firft  confequence  if  the  laft  refinement  of  the  mental  powers  be  of 
importance.  Strange  as  this  might  appear  to  a  J  Burleigh  or  a 
Locke,  it  rs  philolbphically  accounted  for  by  Bacon;    nor  is 
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^Thia  pafoge  ib  inveMdoommM  is  dtti, 
wi^  the  )4t«ration  of  the  ntine  only,  from 
Laii|;horne's  account  of  ths  life  of  William 
CoHiiis. 

t  Bnrimgh*  tknth  a  deep  poiticianr  m 
ibte  intrigue,  kad  no  idea,  that  to  introdiice 
polite  litierature  into  the  vernacular  tongue, 
vas  of  any  beoefift  to  g  nalioii,  though  her 
ven¥ms!ar  litemtuie  iwasthe  gkxry  of  Rome 
when  at  the  heieht  of  empire,  and  though 
empire  fell  with  its  declenfion.  Spenfer, 
^e  maa  who.  ^veatijr  condiipoct  la  te-' 
iae  die  Bngli^  Mobs,  was^  fay  Bar<« 
reigk'fftoeaied  a  faattadiinaker^  onwonhjr 
4if  regai4«r  lYct  tkr  BiMgKft)  poMae  Vtm^ 
fBtam.ia:4iriJHa  di^s-  ift  the  efteem  tMdt  it 
comix^odsaiMttdt  .i5.ofiiMire  real  ftprketv 
Enelond,  than  all  the  rqutaiioii  orfntfigaea 
of  Avleigb.  JhA  tm  tfaoolhfld  Bm'Ie^hs^ 
according  to  Sir  W.  Temple,  are  boca  fot 


ctit  Spoaibn  Tea  thoofend  are  bom,  fay« 
Sir  William,  with  abilities  rc^«i£te-to  torn 
a  great  Statefnian,  for  one  who  is  bom  with 
the  t^ent9  or  genies  of  a  great  Poet« 
Locke's  ideas  of  poetry  arje  accounted  for  in 
one  ftiort  ientence ;  He  knew  nothing 
ABOVT  tMs  MATTER.  An  ^Xits/St  from 
his  eorrefpondenoe  with  Mr.  Mc^acux,  and 
a  citation  from  one  of  his  treatiies,  fiial} 
demonflrate  the.  truth  of  this  aiTertion. 

Molyfleiix  writes  to  Looke : 

*'  Mr.  Ckarchill  favoaml  me  with  the 
tnkmt  of  Sir  R.  Blackmore's  K.  Arthur, 
I  had  read  Pr.  Atthar  bafi)M,  and  read  k. 
wUvadmaMtioiiy  i«kiaki»j^t  at  all  kflened 
by  this  fecond  piece.  ^U  our  EntUJI^  p9eU 
(except  Milton)  Juniiiwn  mn  iaUad-maJters 
/»  c^Mfarifin  u  kirn.  Upon  the  pubtication 
of  his  firft  poem,  I  intiflAtail  to  Uaa,  through 


INTRODUCT 


N. 


4klit 


Locke's  opinion  cither  inexplicable^  or  krefat^e^r    T\iff§ttit 
geniu«  of  Ariflotk,  and  that  o£  his  great  refemblef ,  Sir  Francis 


Mr.  Charehiirff  hands,  ha^f  esttellently  I 
tboughr  he  mig^t  ptribrai  ft  pbilofoplvic 
poem,  from  many  touches  he  gave  in  his 
rr.  Attiuur,  partfcdlarly  from  Mopas's  fortg. 
And  I  peffceiva  by  hit  preface  lo  K»  Arthor 
be  has  had  the  like  intimafxons  from  others, 
bnt*  reje^ls  them  as  being  an  enemy  to  all 
philofophic  bypothefes/' 

Mr.  Locke  anfWeiB ; 

^'  I  (hall;  when  I  fee  Sir  R.  Blackmore, 
difcoorfe  him  as  you  defirs.  There  is,  I  wkh 
pledure  find,  a  urange  harmony  throughout, 
between  your  thoughts  and  mine.'' 

Molyneux  replies  ; 

"  I  perceive  yoft  tre&bmnrtt  lobe  ac^ 
^Uainted  with  Sir  Rich.  Blackmore ;  he  is 
an  extraordinary  ptrfbii»  aad  1  admire  hit 
two  prefaces  as  much  as  I  do  any  parts  of 
bis  books:  The  firft»  whcfeie  be  esipofes 
**  the  licentioofiiefs '  and  immorality  of 
01V  kts. poetry"  is incompaiabfe,  and  the 
iecood*  wbereb  he  ^roiecntes  tbe  iiune  fub* 
idStp  and  deUvers  his  dioiffibts  eoaceming' 
bypotbefts,  is  no  Idb  judiooas,  and  I  am 
wholly  of  Us  opinion  relating  to  the  lattsr. 
However  the  hifiocy  and  ^aenomena  of 
nacure  wesMSy  ventare  at ;  and  this  is  what 
I  propofa  to  be  the  Aibje£t  of  a  philoib^bic 
poem.  Sir  R.  Blackmore  has  exqai^te 
tonckes  of  thisi  kiBd»   difperfed  ia  many 

gaioes  of  bis  books :  (to  pafs  over  Mopas's 
ng)  ri!  inftaiioe  one  particular  in  the  moft 
prOTOimd  fpecobtions  of  Mr.  Newton's  phi- 
Jofinriiyy  thns  cononfly  toached  in  ^ing 
Artbnr,  Book  IX.  p»243. 

The  cooftillatldAs  IbkM  at  hh  commute  $ 
He  form*4  tbcir  rsdianc  Orbs,  Ui4  with  bit  hand 
He  weighed,  and  put  them  off  with  Aich  a  force 
A$  might  prtferve  an  cveriafting  courfe  •• 

••  I  daabi  not  but  Sir  R.  Blackaiore,  in 
thefe  laiesy  bad  a  regv d  to  file  proportion- 
meat  of  ^e  proieft ve  motion  of  tbe  vit 
€mtrif9Uf  diat  keeps  the  planets  in  Aeir 
contiBiiRBd  oOfines. 

^  I  have  by  m^ibme  ob(ervadon»»  made 
by  a  jndidoas  friend  of  mine  on  both  of  Sir 
Bu  Bhahmore's  poems.     If  they  may  be 


any  ways  aceeptible  to  Sir  K.  1  Aal!  icnd 
tbam  to  you." 

Mr.  Locke  again  replied  j 

•*  ThongbSirR.B's^n  iii  poetry  be  what 
every  body  muft  allow  him  to  have  an  ex^ 
traordinary  talent  in,  and  though,  with  you» 
I  exceedingly  valued  his  ^t^  preface^  m  I 
maft  own  to  yo«l,  there  was  iMthing  that  I 
ib  much  admired  him  fbr,  as  for  what  he 
ftiys  of  bypotbeibs  in  bts  isift.  It  feems  tcr 
me  {o  right,  and  is  yet  fo  much  oor  of  the 
way  of  the  ordinary  writers,  and  praftition* 
ers  in  that  faculty,  that  it  (hews  as  great  a^ 
Ibengih  and  penetration  of  judgment  ds  bis 
fntry  basfifamJUgbts  of  fancy." 

As  the  bed  comment  on  this,  let  an  ex* 
iraft  from  Lockers  Silky  on  Education  fully 
exfrfaih  his  idas. 

*«  If  he  have  a  poetic  rdn,  'tfa  to  me  thcf 
ibangeft  thing  in  the  worfd,  that  the  father 
AK)n^  dcfire  or  faffer  it  to  be  cherifhed  or 
improved.  Methinks  the  psurents  ihouki 
M)our  to  have  it  flifled  and  fnpprefled  as 
mtich  as  may  be-,  and  T  know  not  what  rea<-' 
fen  a  father  can  have  to  wxfli  his  fbn  a  poet, 
who  does  not  defire  to  have  htm  bid  deifance 
to  all  othcrcallirtgs  or  bofinefs^  which'  is  not 
yet  the  worft  of  the' cafe;  fbrif  he  proves  a( 
ftccefsfnl  rhjrraer,'  and  ^ts  once  the  repu* 
tation  of  a  wit,  I  dcfire  it  may  be  coofidcr- 
ed,  what  company  and  phtces  he  is  like  to 
fpend  his  time  in»  nay,  and  eibte  too ;  for . 
it  is  very  feldom  feen  thatany  one  dtfcovers 
mnes  of  gold  or  filver  in  Pamailbs.  Tir 
a  pleaiant  air  bnt  a  barren  foil,  and  then? 
are  very  few  inflances;  of  thole  who  have 
added  to  their  patrimony  by  any  tifing  they 
have  reaped  mm  tbencr.  PoeOy*  and' 
Gaming,  wlkidi  iffiat%  go  together,  are 
alike  in  diis  too,  that  they  fekiom  bring* 
any  advantage,  bat  to  thofe  who  hatve  no^ 
thing  elfe  to  live  on.  Men  of  efiates  ahnoft 
conftantly  go  away  loiers,  and  'tis  wtll  ir 
they  eicape  at  a  cheaper  rate,  than  their 
vii^e  eibites  or  die  m^ttfft  part  of  theni; 
If  therefore  you  wocud  ntK  have  yonr  fbfr 
the  fiddle  to  every  jo^al  company,  without 
whcmi  the  fparks  coatd'not  renflr  tfaeirwtnev 
nor  know  how  ti>  fpend  an  afternoon  idly  ^. 
if  you  would  not  hanpe  Mm  wafte  Ms*  tim6 

anti 


e  Tbeft  lines,  however,  are  a  daU  wretched  paraphrafe  of  ibme  parts  of  the  Plahns* 
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B^cQin^  £tw  deeper  into  the  trae  fpirit  of  poetry  and  the  humap 
g^edions  than  a  Burleigh,  In  ancient  Greece^  the  works  of  Ho« 
mer  were  called  the  lefTon  or  philofophy  of  kings ;  and  Bacon  de-» 
fcribes  the  eifedts  of  poetry  in  the  moft  exalted  terms.  What  is 
deficient  of  perfection  in  hiftory  and  nature  poetry  fupplics ;  it 
thus  ere<As  the  mind^  and  .confers  magnanimity^  morality,  and 
Relight ;  *'  and  therefore,  fays  he,  it  was  ever  thought  to  have 
fpme  participation  of  divinenefs  */'     The  love  of  poetry  is  fo 


and  eftate  to  divert  others,  and  condemn 
the  dirty  acres  left  him  bv  his  anceft6rs,  I 
do  not  think  you  will  muck  care  he  &ould 
be  a  poet.". 

This  ignorance  of  poetry  is  .even  worfe 
than  the  Dutch  idea  of  it.  But  this,  and 
his  opinioiv  of  Blackmore  fully  prove,  tha^ 
Locke,  however  great  in  other  refpefb, 
knew  do  difference  between  a  Shakefpeare, 
idiat  linequalled  philQfopher  of  the  paffions, 
and  the  dulleft  Grub-ftreet  plodder  $  Be* ' 
tween  a 'Milton  and  the  tavern  rhymers  oi^ 
the  days  of  the  feoond  Charl^.  But  Milton's 
knowledge  of  the  affe£lions  difcovered  in 
the  ciWlization  of  the  Mufes  a  u(e  of  the 
£rft  importance.     A  tafte  foriied  by  the 

freat  popery  he  efteems  as  the  ul^tnate  re- 
nementof  yieunderilanding.  ''This,  (fays 
%e.  In  his  Tradlate  on  the  Education  of 
Youth)  would  make  them  foon  perceive, 
what  defpicable  creatures  our  common  rhy- 
nieh  and  play  writers  be,  and  fliew  them 
wh^treligiousy  what  ffloripus  and  magniii- 
cent  u^  might  be  made  of  poetry,  both  in 
aivine  and  human  things.  From  hence, 
and  not  till  now,  will  be  the  right  feafon  of 
forming  them  to  be  able  writers  and  com- 
pofers  in  every  excellent  matter  •  .  .  whether 
mey  be  to  fpeak  in  parliament  or  council, 
honour  and  attention  would  be  waiting  on 
their  lips.  There  would  then  alfo  appear 
in  pulpits  other  vlfages,  other  fi;eilures,  and 
^uff  ocherwife  wrought  than  wnat  we  now 
fit  under"        .      ' 

*  His  high  idea  of  poetry  is  thus  philo- 
ibphically  explained  by -the  great  Bacon  : 
.  **  So  likewife  I  finde,  lome  particular 
writings  of  an  elegant  nature,  touching 
fome  of  the  affedlions,  as  of  anger ^  of  cem^ 
fort^  upon  ndverfe  accidents^  of  tendemefTe 
of  countenance,  and  other.  But  the  poets 
aiid  writers  of  hiflories  are  the  befl  doctors 
of  this  knowledge,  where  we  find  painted  ^ 
forth  with  the  life,  how  affeflions  are  kin- 


died  and  incited,  and  how  pacified  and  re* 
ftrained:  and  how  againe  containad  iifom 
a£l  and  farther  degreet:  hcrw  they.difdoie 
themfelves,  how  they  worke,  how  they 
vary,  how  they  gather  and  fortify,  how 
they  are  inwrapped  one  within  another,  and 
how  they  doe  fight  and  encounter  one  widi 
another,  and  other  the  like  particularities, 
amongfl  the  which  this  laft  is  of  fpectal  life 
in  moral  and  civile  matters."  ^ , 

Here  poetry  is  ranked  with  hlflory ;  in  the 
Mlowing  its  effe&^m  the  paffion)  is  pre- 
ferred. 

"  The  nfe  of  this  fained  Hidory  (Pati^) 
hath  been  to  give  fome  fhadoweoTfatii^ 
fe^lion  to  die  mind  of  man  in 'ihofo  points 
in  which  nature  doth  denv  it:  ;he  world 
being  in  proportion  inferior  to  the  fedl'V 
By  reaibn  whereof  theteis  agreeable  to  the 
fpirit  of  man  a  more  ample  greatnefle,  a 
inore  exadt  goodneffe,  and  a  more  abfoltite 
variety  then  can  be  found  in  the  fl^ifre  of 
things.     Therefore  becaofe  the  events  of 
true  hiftory  have  not  that  maenitude  which 
fatisfieth  the  mind  of  man,  I'oefV  fi&fneeh 
ads  and  events  greater  and  more  heroicatlf 
becaufe  true  hiftory  propoundedi  the  foc- 
ceftes  and  ifiues  of  adions  not  fo  aMeabfe  > 
to  the  merits  of  virtne  and  vice,  nterefore 
Poefy  faynes  them  more  juft  in  retribution^ 
and  more  according  to  revealed  Providence*^ 
becaufe  true  Hiftory  reprefenteth  a6)ioA«  and 
events  more  ordinary  and  lefs  inter/dianged, 
therefore  Poefy  endueth  them  with  more 
rarenefle,  and  more  enexped^ed  and'altema* 
tive  variatiops.    So- then  it  appeareth  that 
Ppefy  ferveth  and  conferreth  to  magnani- 
mity, morality,  anddeledation,  and  there* 
fore  it  was  ever  tho«|gbt  to  have  fome  par* 
ticipation  of  divinene/Ie,    becaufe  it -doth 
raife  and  eredl  the  mind,'  by  fubmitting  the 
ihewes  of  things  to  the  defires  of  the  mind, 
whereas  reafon  doth  humble  and  bow  thfi 
mind  unto  the  nature  of  things/' 

natural 
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natural  to  the  ftronger  zStOionSg  .that  the  maft  barbarous  na- 
tions delight  in  it.     And  always  it  is  found,  that  as  the  rude 
,war  fohg  and  eulogy  of  the  dead  hero  refine,  the  manners  of 
^the  age  refine  alfo.     The  hiftory  of  the  images  of  poetry  is  the 
philofophical  hiftory  of  manners ;  the  only  hiftory  in  which, 
•with  certainty,  we  can  behold  the  true  character  of  paft  ages. 
True  civilisation  and  a  humanifed  tafte  of  the  mental  pleafures^ 
are  therefore  fynonimous  terms.     And  moft  certain  it  is,  where 
feeling  and  affei^ion  refide  in  the  breaft^  thefe  muftr  be  moft 
forcibly  kindled  and  called  into  adtion  by  the  animated  repre- 
fentations  and  liting  fire  of  the  great  poetry.     Nor  may  Mil- 
ton's evidence  be  rejeded,  for  though  a  poet  himfelf,  his  judg^ 
lAent  is  founded  on  nature.     According  to  him,  a  true .  tafte 
for  the  great  poetry  gives  a  refinement  and  energy  to  all  qthejr 
fhidies,  and  is  of  the  laft  importance  in  forming  the  fenator  an^ 
the  gentleman.     That  the  poetry  of  Camoens  merits  this  high 
chara&er  in  a  Angular  manner,  he  that  reads  it  with  tafte  and 
attention  muft  own  :  A  Differtation  on  it,  however,  is  the  duty 
of  the  Tranflator 

But  this  muft  be  introduced  by  an  examination  of  the  criti- 
cifm  of  Voltaire,  a  criticifm  which,  though  moft  amazingly  er- 
ronedus,  is  generally  efteemed  ia  feveral  countries  of  Europe 
as  the  true  chara<3:er  of  the  Lufiad. 

When  Voltaire  was  in  England,  previous  to  his  publicatloa 
of  his  Henriade,  he  publifhed  in  Englifh  an  EfTay  on  the  Epic 
Poetry  of  the  European  nations.  In  this  he  highly  praifed  and 
ieverely  attacked  the  Lufiad.  In  his  French  editions  of  this 
Eftay,  be  has  made  various  alterations  at  different  times  in  the 
article  of  Camoens.  The  original  Englifti,  however,  ftiall  be 
here  cited,  and  the  French  alterations  attended  to  as  they  occur. 
Nor  is  it  improper  to  premife,  that  fome  moft  amazing  falfitics 
will  be  dete^ed  ;  the  grofs  mifreprefentation  of  every  objection 
refuted ;  and  dcmonftration  brought,  that  when  Voltaire  wrote 
his  Englifli  EfTay,  his  knowledge  of  the  Lufiad  was  entirely 
borrowed  from  the  bald,  harfh,  unpoetical  verfion  of  Fanfhaw. 
.  :*^  While  Trifii no,  fays  Voltaire,  was  clearing  away  the  rubbifh 
in  Italy,  which  barbarity  and  ignorance  had  heap'd  up  for  ten 
centuries,  in  the  way  of  the  arts  and  fciences,  Camouens  in 
Portugal  fteer'd  a  new  courfe,  and  acquired  a  reputation  which 

r   '  lafh 


lafts  ftiH  among  hh  <:oUHlfym«fi,  Wkopay  a*  liittdh  *tf|j^5a  «» 
his  tn^mory,  as  th<i  Ei¥gKfl>  td  Miltto*.  ^ 

^«  He  Was  a  ftr6ng  iAlki^ae  «rftke4i¥eliftit>*e  i*!pttlfe  «f  ttftfWt, 
which  determines  a  true  gedfiis.to  Foil6#  the  bent  of  hfe  tafefttfe; 
in  ^ight  of  all  the  ofeftactes  X;^5€*  couM  ctifeck  Mi  ^Wffo^.        * 

.^^  His  infancy  loft  ^midft  tfee^  S^l^eife  a*id  igtfOi^iicd  of  ^ 
court  of  liifbon  j  his  youth  Ipen*  ih  tonfiatatic  iovefr,  <jft  ift  tfite 
war  againft  the  Moors  ^  hi^  loftg  v6y^geS  at  fea>  4^  his  rij5W 
year«;  his  misfortunes  at  cttiitt,  ^  ^evokittehs  of  1m*  c6**tiyi 
none  of  ^11  thefe  could  fiipprtffsf  his  geni«s. 

"  Emanuel  the  fecotid  kiiig  of  Porttfgi*,  fiAviflg  a  fftJnfl  » 
find  a  new  way  to  the  E^ft  Indies  by  the  octfirtij  Tent  Vdalb^ 
de  Gama  with  a  fleet  in  the  ^ear  ^497,  to  tfeat  undettakifig^^ 
whieh  being  new;  \*^s  accounted  rafli  and  itaiptTa^Htable,  srtWi 
"which  of  codrfe  gtftnedhim  itgfeat  reputation  when  it  ftfcceedt?^^ 

**  Gamouens  follow'd  V^afco  de  Ganria  in  th*t  dangerous 
Voyage,  led  by  his  friendfliip  to  him,  and  by  a  ^oble  curiofity^ 
which  feldom  fails  to  be  the  chara(9:ef  of  men  borh  with  a. 
great  iniagination. 

^^  He; took  his  voyage  fofr  the  fubjeSof  his  poem ;  he  efijoy'd 
the  fenlible  plestfbre.  Which  Nobody  had  knolvn  before  him,  to 
Cetebrate  his  friend,  and  tht  tfhings  he  was  an  eye  witnefs  of. 

**  He  wrote  his  Poem,  part  on  the  Atlantic  Sea,  and  part  oh 
%he  Indian  fhore.  J  ought  nbt  to  omit,  that  in  a  Ihiptvrack  on 
the  coafts  of  Malabar,  he  fwam  a  fliore,  hbJding-up  his  poem  lA 
*one  *hand,  which  otherwife  had  been  pefrhaps  loft  for  ever. 

'^*  Such  a  newfubjed,  mankg'dbyan  uncommon  genius,  coti^lft 
not  but  produce  a  fort  of  Epic  Poetry  unhfeard  of  before. 
There  no  bloody  wars  are  fought,  no  heroes  wounded  in  & 
thoufand  different  ways;  no  woman  enticed  away,  and  tht 
world  over- turned  for  her  catifer  no  empire  founded;  infhort, 
nothing  of  what  was  deem'd  before  the  only  fubje<3:  of  poetry. 

**  The  Poet  condufts  the  Portuguefe  fleet  to  thfe  ttiouth  of  thfe 
Ganges,  round  thecoafts  of  Africk.  He  takes  notice  in  the  way, 
of  many  nations  who  live  upon  the  African  fhore.  He  inter*- 
weavcs  artfully  the  hifbol-y  of  Portugal.  The  fimplicity  of  his 
Tubjed,  is  rais'd  by  fome  fiftions  of  different  kinds,  which  I 
think  not  improper  to  acquaint  the  Reader  with. 

**  When  the  fleet  is  failing  in  the  fight  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hcfpe,  caird  then  the  Cape  of'  the  Storms,  a  formidable  fhape 

appears 
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^pjpum.  to  thf  t9i  walking  ia  tl^  depth  of  the  Tea ;  bis  head 
tfMh^^  to  the  clouds^  the  ftprms^  the  wind^^  the  thunderSi 
and  the  lightnings  hang  about  him  ^  his  arms  are  exteoded 
«(V«r  thQ.wave9»  'Tis  the  guardian  of  tl>jif  foreign  ocean  un- 
plow'd  l^fore  by  any  ihip*  He  coniplains  of  ^i^g  oblig'd  to 
iilbmit  to  fate>  and  to  the  audacious  unc^crtaking  qf  the  Portur 
gilfffe^  and  foretells  theinaU  the  isaisfortunes  which  (hey  mufl: 
undergo  in  the  ladiea*  I  believe^  tha(  fuph  a  fidtiqn  WQuld  bp 
thought  nobk  and  proper/ in  all  ag0^>  4nd  in  ^M  natiqaa* 

'^  There  is  another,  which  perhaps  would  have  plea^'d  thp 
Itflliana  as  well  as  the  Portuguefe^  bat  no  other  nation  Ixiides : 
Jtis  theinchan^d  iflaqd,  eaU'd  the  Iflf^  of  piifs,  whiph  the  fleet 
findd  in.her  iway  home^  j^^  r^f^n^  from  the  &^i  f<)r  fh^r  co^nfoFt 
«ad  for  fcheir  xeward  : .  CsimQu^n^  de6ff ibes  that  p\%f^^%  as  Taile 
did  fomcr  years  aftier,  his  iflAAd' of  AfiQJda.  T^e  a  fupiern^cur^ 
power,  brings!  in  all  th^  bi^iities,  aftd  prei^nt$  ^1)  the  plieaiure^ 
which  nature  can  aibrd«  and  whif^h  the  he^r^  f^ay  wi/h  for ; 
a  Goddefs  enamour 'd  with  Velafco  de  Gama,  carries  him  to 
the  top  of  an  high  nwikalMfti*  ffj3»i:i|Ffe»i«re  (he.  flie^r?  him  all 
the  kingdoms  of  the  earthy  and  fpiei^U;  the  fate  !^f  jPortugal. 

**  After  Camouens  hath  given  loofe  to  his  fancy,  in  the  lafci- 
vionf  de&rlption  ofrthfi  pdeafutes  >vih¥^h  G^ma  and  hjs^  erew 
fsjoy'd  sni  this  ifland,  he  taJbes  c^rg  to  inform  the  Reader,  that 
he  ought  to  underftand  by  this  fiiSipn,  nplJvng  but  the  fatis*- 
iadjion  -whiiph  .the.  virtutoup  ,«%aa  fefiis,,.'fknd  ^e  glory  which 
accrues  to  him  by  the  practice  of  virtue ;  but  thf  beft  excuse  . 
for  fuch  an  invention,  is,  the  charming  ftile  in  which  it  is  de- 
livered (if  we>  bdieve  *he  Portugp^e)  fiw  the  bp^uty  of  the 
elocution  makes  fomf^me^.  amends  for  the  fauUs  of  the  poets, 
as  the  cdboaring:  of  Hubms  make  feiQe  d^fed:^  in. his  figures 

pafs  unregterdedh  :.  .  .         . 

"  There  is  another  kind  of  machinery  continued  tliroughout  all 

lhA.P<iero,  !*rjiicb' nj^^iog  <^art  Wi?*fe>  ^  ajiy  country  whatever; 
tfk»littnjudim(»H(mixture  pf  ♦beHeMhenQods  with  pur  R(^ig>on. 
<3a»aji4  %  doriw  addreffes  .hi^^  prayefP  to.  Ghrift,  bpt  \\s  Venus 
who  comes  to  his  relief;  ttxe Ijei;of s  are  ^hriftians*  and. the  poet 
h«jtthen«.  Thesnain ddign'  vv^ich  filaePoirtuguefe are fupposM to  ' 
htm  4nt30t  tq  promoting  their  itrMde)  is  to  propagate  QhfiftianUy,; 
yA  Jupkeii,  Bac€hu«»  and  VQnu$»  h^Y^  in  Uieir  hands,  all « the 
JAiijiii^ount  of  t2>e  .wy^e.  .  S<>  ioc9ngr4aQi|Si  a^t^ehinery,  <:afts 

r  2  *  a  blemifti 
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a  blemifh  upon  the  whole  Poem  i  yet  (hews  at  the  fame  tJtoe, 
how  prevailing  are  its  beauties,  fihcte  the^  Portuguefe  like  it  with 
all  its  faults.  '    '*  '     - 

**  Camouens  hath  a  great  diealof  tru6  wit;  and  not  a  little fliare 
of  falfe  ;  his  imagination  hurried  him  into  great  abfurdities.  >  I 
remember,  that  after  Velafco  de  Gama,  hath' related  his  ad^n- 
tures  to  the  king  of  Mclinda,  ndiv,  fays  he,  O  king,  judg«  if 
Ulyfles,  and  iEneas,  have  travel  I'd  fo 'far,  and  undergone  ibJmany 
hardships.  As  if  that  barbarous  African  was  acquaint^  with 
Homer  and  Virgil.  '  >.         *» 

**  His  poem,  in  my  opinion,  is  full  of  numberlefs  faults  and 
beauties,  thick  fown  near  one  another  ^  and  almofl  in  cvtry 

{)age,  there  is  fomething  to  laugh  at,  and  fomething  tO'be*  de- 
ighted  with.     Among  his  moA  lucky  thoughts,  hmuii  take 
notice  of  two  for  the  likenefs,  which  they  bear  to  two  moft 
celebrated  paftages  of  Waller,  and  Sif  John  Denham.       ?   - 
«  Waller  fays,  in  his  Epiftle  to  Zelinda  j 


(  • 


Thy  matchlefs  form  will  credit  btlng^     . 
To  all  the  wonders  I  can  ling. 

**  Camouens  fays,  in  ipeaking  of  the  voyages  of  the  Argi^ 
nautcs,  and  of  Ulyfles^  that  the  undertaking  of  the  Portuguefe 
fhall  give  credit  to  all  thofe  fables,  in  furpaffing  themi. 

"  Sir  John  Denham,-  in  his  Poem  on  Cooper'S'-Hill,  fays  to 
the  Thames ;  i     r        .  . 

i  •      «       .  «  ' 

O  could  I  flow  like  thee,  and  make  thy  flream^' 
My  great  example,  as  it  is  my  theme  i 
Tho'  deep,  yet  clear,  tho'  gentle,  yet  not  dull,  • 
Stroftg  without  rage,  without  o'erflowing  fulK 

"  Camouens  addrefles  (?heN)miphs  of  Tagus  in  the  like  manner; 
*^  O  Nymphs,  if  ever  I  fung  of  you,  infpire  me  now  with  new 
and  ftrong  lays ;  let  my  ftyle  flow  like  your  waves  j  let  it  be 
deep  and  clear,  as  your  waters,  &c.**  ' 

Such  is  the  original  criticifm  of  Voltaire  on  the  Luiiad.  And 
never,  perhaps,  was  there  fuch  a  random  reverie,  'fiicha  mafi 
of  mifreprefentations  and  falfities  as  the  whole  of  it  exhibits. 
The  moft  excufeablc  parts  of  it  are  fuperficial  in  the  higheft 

degree^ 
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.^<!gMe,  ^  ^th^the.poe^srnd. the  hero  are  mifnamed  b^  him. 
The^^  name  of  the  herd,  has  been  'correftcd,  that  of  Camouens 
remains  dill  in  Voltaire,  the  only  author  who  ever  fpelled  it  in 
this  (mianiier^  •  There  never  was  an  Emmanuel  the  fecond  of 
Portugal,  Camoens  was  not  fhipwreckcd  on  the  coaft  of  Ma- 
labar, but  on  the  river  Mehon  in  China.  *'  That  Gama  went 
a^irtc;  i0ay  to.  the  Eaft.  Indies  iy  the  ocean j*  though  corredted 
M  ifee  edition. of  1 768,  ai&rvl^  a  moft  ftriking  proof  of  Voltaire's 
very  careiefs  perufal  of  the  Lu£ad  at  the  time  when  he  firft 
prefumed  lb  condemn  it.  For  it  is  often  repeated  in  the  poem^ 
that  there  was  no  way  to  India  by  the  ocean  before.  That  the 
infancy  of  Camoens  was  loji  amidji  the  idlenefs  and  ignorance  of 
tie  court  ^>JLi/bon,  is  certainly  falie.  His  youtJb  could  not  have 
been  fpent  in  idlenefs  or  ignorance,  for  his  works  difplay  a  moft 
mafterly  accuracy  in  every  branch  of  ancient  literature. 

Though  Voltaire  has  corrected  his  error  in  fending  Camoens 
to  the  Eaft  Indies  along.with  Gama,  fuch  an  original  unpar- 
railed  romance  ought  to  be  recorded.  Gama  failed  on  the  dif- 
covery.  of  India  in  1497.  Camoens  was  born  in  15 17,  and  was 
not  £evfen  years  of  age  when  Gama  died.  Thefe  fs[£ls  were  im- 
mediately obje&ed  to  Voltaire,  but,  at  firft,  he  would  not 
yield.  .  Contrary  to.  the  teftimony  of  Camoen^  himfelf^  and 
every  circumftande  of  his  life,  an  *  hypothefis  muft  defend  this 
favourite  fuppofition.  In  his  Amfterdam  edition  of  1738,  Vol- 
taire boldfy.ailerts  ithat  Camoens  was  a  Spaniard,  born  in  the  reign 
of  Ferdinand  arid  Ifabbl,.  that  he  came  to  Liibon'  in  the  firft 
year  of  .Emdfxahuel,  and  was  in  intimate  friendihip  with  Gaina^, 

*  Tkk  ,h9t$f^  kypotktfis  'which'  fl|itkei  '    from  which  we  are  to  believe  that  Milton- 

Camoens  a  Spaniara^  is  of  a  piece  ,with  borrowed  his  Paradife  Loft  from  a  Comedy 

another  of  the  (kme  ingenious  Author,    in  ^   which  nobody  ever  faw.    From  the  fame 

his  Mftkifppy'tJky.  an  Epic  Poetry  W'  nftrt-  ,  refe&rches.in  England,  Voltaire  alfo  learned 

ed^  t^at  Mihon  built  Jbu  Paradife  Lpil  upon  other  drcumftances^.  of  which  the  public 

aii! Italian  Comedy >' written  by  ohc  An-  were  totally  ignorant.*    The  writing  by 


drtiao;    rTlili  was  imniedialely  denied^/add^  -which  Mitton  ibid  his  Paradife  Loft  to  one 

even  ibme  lulian  Literati  declared,  that  no  Simmonds,    a  Bookfelk'r,    is   ftill  extant, 

fuch  ^Author  or  Comedy  was   known,  in  But  Voltaire  difcovered  that  J^e  fold  it  to 

Kaly.    Vdltairci  however,  would  not  yieldi  Tempfin  for  thirty  piftoles,  "  mfin  Tomffon 

and  very  gravely  he  tells  the  reader,^  ^'  //  lui  donna   trente    ptftdts  de  at  outfrage.. 

ifefl  pas  etonnant^'-^^xx.  is  not  at  all  aftonifiii»  Lord  Sommers  and  Dr^  Atterburyi .  he  adds, 

ing,  that  having  carefully  fe^rched  in  Eng-  refplving  that  England  ftiould  have  an  Epic 

land  for  wlMtievtr.jrelaC0d  toi  thit  great  xnan  Poem,  prevailed  on  the  heirs  of  Tomp/on  to 

(MUton)  I  ftiould  difcover  circumJlances  of  .  print  a  fplcndid  edition  oP  it.    'And  Addi*. 

his  life,  of  which  the  public  were  igno-  fon  wrote,  fa^ys  he,  and  the  Englifti  weu«  per*. 

n^"«-*^This»  th«refcfre,  ii  tU»  authoiity  fuaded,  that  they  had  an  Epic  Poem." 

whom. 
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vrhom  he  accompanied  in  his  firft  voyage.  GerUin  il  is,,  hff^^ 
€ver>  by  the  archives  o£  Portugal,  tibat  Camobna  wa9  in  India 
about  feventy-two  years  after  this  voyage»  and  that,  aocordmg 
to  this  hypothefis  of  Voltaire,  he  muft  have.ifaeen  near  an  hi]n-» 
dred  years  old  when  he  publifhed  his  Lufiad.  Voltaire,  hoW'«- 
eyer»  at  laft,  confefles  that  Camoeos  did  not  accompany  GamA^ 
Yet  fuch  is  his  accuracy,  that  even  in  the  edition  of  1768,  in 
an  eifay  which  he  calls  Id^e  de,  la  Hmriadey  a  few  pages  bdbne 
this  confeflion,  the  old  afTertion  is  ftili  retained.  ^^  LeCa* 
moiiens,  qui.eji  le  Virgile  dtPortugah  a  cdehri  un  ifoiBement  dmt 
il  avait  ete  temoin  lut-mtme.  Canaouens,  the  Portuguefe  Virgil, 
has  celebrated  an  event  of  which  he  himfelf  had  been  witncfs," 
No  anecdotes  ever  threw  more  light  upon  a  chara<^faer  than 
thefc  throw  upon  that  of  Voltaire.  The  afTertion  that  the 
Epic  Poet  enjoyed  the.fa^ble  pleafure^  ivbicb  nobody  bad  knnm 
kefbre  bim^  to  celebrate  bis  friend  and  tbe  tbings  be  "was  an 
eye  vntnefs  of  can  only  be  accounted  for  by  the  fuppofition,  that 
Voltaire  was  pleafed  with  the  idea,  and  in  a  little  while  mif** 
took  his  ftrong  impredion  for  the  remembrance  of  afaiit.  H\» 
laboured  abfurd  hypotheiis,  which  would  defend  this :  fsinci&l 
error,  cannot  be,  placed  in  £>  fair  a  lightw  And  the  error  CQn-» 
fefied,  .and  ftill  retained,  is  a  true  Voitairtfm.  Yet  th©  idea  of 
his  accuracy  which  thefe  :accounts  of  the  Poet  muft  infpire^ 
will  even  be  heightened  by  the  examination  of.  his  criticifm  on 
the  poem-  The  narrative  of  a  voyage  coDilitute&  the.Ocfyffisy^ 
the  half  of  the  Eneid,  and  forms  ihe  h(Miy  of  the  Lniiad.  .  Yet 
the  Lufiad,  fays  Voltaire,  contains  n&thing  of  what  nvas  d^emsd^ 
before  tbe  only  fubjeSl  of  poetry.  It  forms,  indeed,  a  fort  of  Epic 
poetry  unheard  of  before:  But  Voltftirfc's  dbjeiftion  to  thk  paints 
out  its  true  praiie.  No  heroes^  fays  he, .  are.womded  o-Jbipt^nd 
different  waysy  no  woman  enticed  awtxy  and  tbe  world  ifver turned  for 
her  caufe — And  muft  the  fate  of  Helen,  and  the  th'oulAnd!,  Jif- 
ferent  wounds  defcribed  by  Homer,  be  copied  by  cwny  Epic 
Poet  ?  If  this  fentcnce  has  "any  meaning  this  Is  incjlnded.  .Y,et 
what  is  this  puerility  of  criticifni  ij;  coa>p;iriiron  of  Voltaire's 
afTertions,  that  in  the  Lufiad  no  bkody  wars  are  fougbt^  no  em-* 
pire  founded. — If  the  deftrudion  of  Troy  be  allowed,  to  be  in. the 
Eneid,  there  are  wars  enough  in  the  poem  of  Camoen«.  Thci 
effcdl  of  fire-arms  on  people  who  never , before  beiheld  thiefe* 
dreadful  engines,  aad  ahpuile  towa  httrat  by  a  j«^ftt»  are^ipjly 
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dsfcribed  an  tluit  part  wfaidi  is  Called  the  a6tioh  of  t)ie  Epic 
P3tan«  But  Vtihlttre  ivtas  as  uttei*  £i  ilranger  to  the  firft  book 
ef  die 'Lufiadt  ^  tx^Ah^ONtk  fubje&of  the  poetn«  The  founding 
c^  tlid  Fo£tHigiiQfe  tompire  in  tJte  E^.-^^Ns  battk  fmghty  m  etl^^ 
pirtjfiwMkdJ  Whiut  infuk  tx>  the  literary  vrofM  is  this  !  A  late 
ccrredHon  mil  oeiF^r  dii^roire  lids  ignorance  when  he  wrote  this* 
Sfaould  a  protended  critic  on  Tirgii  tell  his  reader  that  tiie  poet 
condudled  £neas  to  ijae  month  of  thee  Thaomes,  could  we  beliey« 
he  was^acqciainted  lvi4&  his  Aolhor  ?  Yet  yol<taire  telks  us^  ihat 
Canocns  tonduSs  ihe  I^ortugutfe  fleet  to  the  mouth  of  the  O^mges 
rmnd  the  »codfts  of  Jifnc^^-'^-****'C^rvi^yoDS,  indeed,  condu<9:s  ^  his 
fleet  to  Caiicut  on  the  coaft  of  Malabar.  But  though  dske  (beae 
ef  the  aftion  of  the  four  laft  books  tie  upon  tihis  coaft,  Voltaire 
was  not  happy  enough  to  dip  into  any  of  the  numerous  pafl^es 
wJiich  &c  Jthc  geography.  He  has  therefore  given  the  voyage 
of  Oaora  a  dkneniion  almoft  as  much  beyond  the  real  one  given 
by  Camoens,  as  the  Weft  Indies  are  diftant  from  England. 
Such  errors  arc  convincing  proofs  that  Voltaire  only  dipt  here 
and  lliere  into  the  Luiiad^  even  after  the  critics  fet  him  right  in 
ibme  places;  for  this  grofs  error  is  ftill  retained.  But  aniifre*- 
prefehtation,  not  founded  on  ignorance,  now  offers  itMf.  Gama^ 
in  afiormj  lays  Voltaire,  addreffes  bis  prayers  to  Chrijiy  but  Wis  Venus 
who  Mmcs  to  ins  reliep-^h  bold  affcrtion  ftill  alfo  retained,  but 
4iiei;eis  no  fuch  pailage  in  the  Lufiad.  Gama,  in  a  tempeft,  prays 
tto  the  holy  Power,  to  whom  nothingis  impoffible,  the  fovcreign  cf 
-earth,  fea,  and  land^  who  3ed  Ifrael  through  the  waves,  who  deli- 
^vcrtri  Paful,  and  who  prateiSled  the  children  of  the  fecond  father  of 
the  world  from  the 'deluge.  '  But  Chrift  is  not  once  mentioned  in 
the  whole  paflage.  To  fay  iSiat^Gama  was  a  good  Catholic,  and 
iintended  Chrift  unddrthefe  appellations,  is  unworthy  of  poetical 
xrriticifm,  where  the  whole  ridicule  conflfts  in  the  oppcxfition  of 
ithe  name  of  Chrift  and  Venus.  Such  is  the  candour  of  Vol- 
.taiw  I  Nor  is  it  difficult  to  trace  the  fource  of  this  unfair  re*^ 
prcfentation.    \Fanflmw  thus  tranflates  the  mention  of  Paul,, 

Thou  who  didft  keep  and  fave  tbyfervant  Paul-— — 

Moniieur  Voltaire  wanted  no  more.  Thy  fervnnt  Paul  was  to 
him  enough  to  vindicate  the  ridicule  he  chufed  to  beftow.  But 
unhappily  for  the  toifguided  critic,  the  original  fays  only,  3V 
^^we  tiifrajie  Paulo ^^^oa  who  delivercdft  Paul.-— And  thus 

*  See  Lufiadas,  Cant.  VI.  St.  81.  WC 
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we  are  furnished  with  a  fure  hint  of  the  mediuAi  by  which  our 
critic  ftudied  the  Lufiad.  To  this  laft  unblufliing  falfity,  that 
Gama  prays  to  Cbrijly  is  added,  in  the  edition  of  1768,  **  BaC'^ 
chus  &  la  Fierge  Marie  fe  trouveront  tout  natureliement  tnfembk. 
Bacchus  and  the  Virgin  Mary  are  very  naturally  found  together." 
If  words  have  meaning,  this  informs  the  reader,  that  they  are 
found  together  in  the  Lufiad.  Yet  the  truth  is,  in  the  whole 
poem  there  is  no  fuch  perfonage  as  the  Virgin  Mary. 

After  thefe  grofs  falfities,  Voltaire  adds,  **  A  parkr  ferieuji'* 
merits  un  merveilleux  Ji  abfurde^  defiguri  tout  Fouvrage  aux  yeux 
de  leSleurs  fenfhj- — To  fpeak  ferioufly,  fuch  an  abfurdity  in  the 
marvellous,  disfigures  the  whole  work  in  the  eyes  of  the  fenfible 
readers."— To  fuch  as  take  Voltaire's  word  for  it,  it  muft  in- 
deed feem  disfigured  ;  but  what  literary  murder  is  this  1  Nor 
does  it  end  here.  A  fimilie  mufi:  enforce  the  (hamelefs  miire-* 
prefentation,  "  //  tr  like  the  works  of  Paul  Veronefe^  lobo 
has  placed  BenediSiine  fathers  and  Swifs  foldiers  among  bts 
paintings  from  the  Old  T^ament."  And  to  this  alfo  is  added, 
^'  Le  Camouens  tombe  prefque  toujour s  dans  de  telles  dijparates. 
Camouens  almofl  continually  falls  into  fuch  extravagancies/'  Yet 
with  equal  juftice  may  this  fentence  be  applied  to  Virgil;  and 
peculiarly  unhappy  is  the  inflance  which  Voltaire  immediately 
gives  :  "  J  remember^  fays  he,  Vafco  de  Gama  fays  to  the  king  of 
Melinda^  O  king^  Judge  iftJlyJfes  and  Eneas  have  travelled  fo  far ^  and 
undergone  fo  many  hardjhips :  as  if  that  barbarous  African  was 
acquainted  with  Homer  and  Virgil."  This  fentence  is  ftill  re- 
tained in  Voltaire's  laft  edition  of  his  works.  But,  according 
to  hiftory,  the  Mclindians  were  a  humane  and  poliflied  people ; 
their  buildings  elegant,  and  in  the  manner  of  Spain.  The 
royal  family  and  grandees  were  Mohammedan  Arabs,  defcended 
of  thofe  tribes,  whofe  learning,  when  it  fuits  his  purpofe,  is  the 
boaft  of  Voltaire.  The  prince  of  Melinda,  with  whom  Gama 
converfed,  is  thus  defcribed  by  the  excellent  hiftorian  Ofprius  : 
'*  In  omni  autem  fermone  princeps  Hie  mn  bominis  barbari  Jpecimen 
dabaty  fed  ingenium  et  prudentiam  eo  loco  dignam  pra  fe  ferebat — 
In  the  whole  converfation  the  Prince  betrayed  no  fign  of  the 
barbarian  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  carried  himfelf  with  a  politenefs 
and  intelligence  worthy  of  his  rank."— *It  is  alfo  certain,  that 
this  Prince,  whom  Voltaire  is  pleafed  to  call  a  barbarous  Afri- 
can, had  fufhcient  opportunity  to-  be  acquainted  with  Homer, 

for 
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for  the  writings  of  ^Horner  are  tranfli^ted  into  the  Sjriac^  in  a 
dialed  of  which  the  interpreters  of  Ganaa  talked  with  the 
prince  of  Melinda  J.  -        , 

The  Lufiady  in  niy  opinion^  fays  Voltaire^  is  full  of  numberkji 
faults  and  beauties^  thick  fown  near  one  another j  and^  almoft  in 
every  page  there  is  Jbmetbing  to  laugh  att  and  fomet king  to  be  de^ 
lighted  with.**  This  fentence»  though  omitted  in  the  Fcench 
editions,  had  fome  fource«  and  that  iource  we  (hall  eafily  ti^ce. 
Nor  is  the  charadler  of  the  king  of  Melinda  fo  grofsly  falfified 
by  Voltaire,  as  the  character  of  the  Luiiad  of  Canioens  is  here 
mifreprefented.  Except  the  polite  repartee  of  Vclofo  {of  which 
fee  p.  203.)- there  are  not  above  two  or  three  paflagcs  in  the 
whole  poem  which  even  border  upon  conceit.  The  moft  uni- 
form fimplicity  of  manly  didlion  is  the  true  character  of  the 
Portuguele  Lufiad :  Where  then  did  Voltaire  find  the  falfe  wit, 
and  fomething  to  laugh  at  almoft  in  every  page  ?  If  there  be  a 
tranflation  which  (Iridtly  deferves  this  charadler,  we  cannot 
fuppofe  that  Voltaire  hit  this  character,  and  at  the  fame  time 
was  fo  wide  of  the  original,  merely  by  chance.  No,  he  dipt 
into  Fanfliaw's  Lufiad,  where,  in  every  page,  there  are  puns, 
conceits,  and  low  quaint  exprefiions,  uncountenanced  by  the 
original.  Some  citations  from  Fanfliaw  will  foon  juftify  this 
afiertion.  Yet,  however  dccifive  this  proof  may  be,  it  is  not 
the  only  one.  The  refemblance  found  by  Voltaire  between  Sir 
John  Denham's  addrefs  to  the  Thames,  and  that  of  Camoens  to 
the  nymphs  of  the  Tagus,  does  not  exift  i^  the  original.  Let 
my  file  flow  like  your  lifaves^  let  if  be  deep  and  clear  as  your. waters 


t  The  Arabs  have  not  only  iiummeiable 
Tolimies  of  their  own*  but  their  laxi^uage  is 
alio  enriched  with  tranflations  of  feveral 
Greek  writers.  The  fate  of  Euclid  is  well 
known.  And  to  mention,  only  two  of  their 
authors,  Ben-Shohna»  who  died  in  1478,  a 
little  before  the  arrival  of  Gama,  wrote  an 
univerfal  hiftory,  which  he  calls  Ra<wtlbaf 
aimenadbir  fi  Urn  alanvail  fwalatuachir  ;  that 
is.  The  meadow  of  the  Eye  of  ancient  and 
qiodeni  knowledge.  And  Abul  Pharajius, 
who  lived  in  the  thirteenth  century,  wrote 
an  hiHofy  in  Arabic,  in  ten  chapters,  the 
firft  of  >vhich  treats  of  the  Patriarchs  from 
Aditm  to  Mofes ;  the  fecon<|  of  the  Judges 
jDid  Kings  of  Ifrael ;  the  third  of  the  Jcwifli 


Kincp ;  die  fourth  of  the  IGngs  of  Chaldea ; 
the  fifth  of  the  Kings  of  the  Magi ;  the  fixth 
of  the  ancient  Pagan  Greeks ;  the  feventh  of 
the  Romans  ;  the  eighth  of  the  Conftanti* 
nopolitan  Emperors ;  the  ninth  of  the  Ara->^ 
bian  Mohammedan  Kings ;  and  the  tenth  of 
the  Moguls.  The  fame  audior  acquaints  us 
that  Homer's  two  worlos  are  elegantly  tran- 
flated  .into  the  Syriac ;  which  language  is 
fifter  to  that  fpoken  by  the  Arabs  or  Melin- 
da. Camoens,  who  was  in  the  cotntry, 
knew  the  learning  of  the  Arabians.  Vol^ 
taire,  led  by  the  detire  to  condemn,  was 
hturied  into  abifordities,  from  which  a  mo- 
,  mentV  confider^tign  ^o\x\i  have,  prefervcd 
him.  '  , 

;     .  '  '  *  - 
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»— contains  indeed  9^  faime  oMufion  as  thtrt  exprdfibd  in  the  liMt 
cited tiy  Vok^i^e  from  Qtnhxm .  8ttt  nO'^iudii  ideaor  atlufion/SKifts 
in  the  Portuguefe.  Though  Voltaire  ftill  retains  thi«  fenltence,  kc 
unauthentidty  has  b^een  detediari  bjr  ^ew«al  crMc^  Bat  it  ^as 
kft  for  the  prefent  Tr-miluDor  «o  4i&ov«r  die  ^feoroe  of  tAiift. 
wide  miftran^ation.  He  ia%eAed  the  ulludoii  >miglM:  be  in 
Faaiihaw,  and  in  Fanfiiaw  he  fowid  it.  Hie  nynw^  of  the 
Tagus  are  in  Sir  Rkhard^s  Mcpfion  i^w  aMiTe^d : 

If  I  in  low>  yet  tuneful  verle,  the  'praife 
Of  your  fweot  river  taiw&ys  diid  j>ro<iaim, 
injCpire  me  now  wifh  h^  anid  thuiideriAg  tay$^ 
<Sm?  me  tbem  tiear  andjis'wing  like  4^sfiream. 

r 

He  who  has  read  CanftoeM  and  Fan^iaw,  Mrill  4»e  «Hivinced 
where  Voltaire  found  the  fometbing  t9  laugh  at  in  every  f^t. 
He  who  has  read  neither  the  origiiial  nor  that  tra^iktion,  will  now 
perceive  that  Voltaire's  <opinion  of  the  Luiiad  was  'drawn  from  a 
very  partial  acquaintance  wit!h  the  unfaithful  and  unpoetical 
verfion  of  Fanfhaw.     . 

And,  as  if  all  his  mifreprefentatTOns  ^of  the  Lufiad  were  not 
enough,  a  new  and  moft  capital  objedikm  is  added  in  4^e  late 
editions  of  Voltaire.  **  Mais  de  tous  les  defsuts  de  ce  foeme^ 
&c." — "  But  of  all  the  faults  of  this  poem,  the  greateft  is  the 
want  of  connexion,  which  reigns  in  every  part  of  it.  It  re- 
fembles  the  voyage  which  is  its  fufjjeft.  The  adventures  fuc- 
ceed  one  another,  (^  wonderful ^bjeSiiBn )  ttnd  the  poet  has  nxy 
other  art,  than  to  tell  his  tales  well."  Indeed  !  but  the  reader 
cannot  now  be  fiirprifed  £it  any  of  our  Critic's  nufrepreichtations 
—Though  he   has  condemned  the  machinery  of  the  Lufiad 

Ui'ON    CIRCUMSTAf^CEiS    WHICH    DAVE    NO    PLACE    IN  IT^    the 

mixtwre  of  Chriftian  and  Pagan  mythology,  which  he  in  general 
afcribes  to  it,  requires  fome  attention.  A  £hort  DliTertation  on 
the  poem  is  therefore  nece^ry ;  and  an  examen  of  its  condu<% 
will  clearly  evince,  that  the  Eneid  itfelf  is  not  more  perfe<Sl 
than  the  Lufiad  in  that  connedtiou^  which  is  requifite  to  fbrnn 
One  whole,  according  to  the  Aridteft  rules  of  Epic  Unity. 

Tlie  terim  E^popceia  is  derived  from  the  Greek  ^Etto^)  difcourfi^ 
and  hence  the  Epic,  may  he  rendered  the  narrative  poem.  In 
the  full  latitude  of  this  definition  fome  Italian  critics  have  con« 

tended. 
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tended^  that  the  poems  of  Dante  aii^  Aribfta  were  Epic.     And 
m  the  {kma  manner  Telemachus  and  the  Faerie   Queen  are 
Epic  poem^.     A  definition  more  reftriAed  however,  a  definition 
defcriptive  of  the  nobleft  (pecies  of  poetry,  has  been  given  by 
Ariftotle ;  and  the  grcateft  critics  have  fol'lowed  him,  in  appro- 
priating to  this  pecies  the  term  of  Epopeeia,  or  Epic.   The  fub-^ 
jeft  of  the  Epopoeia,  according  to  that  great  fatlier  of  critieifm, 
muft  be  One.     One  a^ion  muft  be  invariably  purfeed,    anc^ 
heightened  through  diflTerent  ftages,  tiU  the  Cataftirophe  clofe  if 
in  fo  complete  a  manner,  that  any  farther  addition  would  only 
inform  the  reader  of  what  he  already  perceives.     Yet  in  purfu- 
iog  this  One  end,  collateral  Eptfedes^  not  only  give  that  variety 
fo  eftntial   to  good  poetry,    but-,    nnder  judfcious   manage>- 
meot,  affift  in  the  moft  pleafing  nMnner  to  facilitate  and  pro^ 
duce   the  Unraveknent,   or  Cataflropfie.     Thus  the  anger  of 
Achillea  18  the  fubjetft  of  the  Hiad.     He  withdraws  his  affif- 
tance  from  the  Greeks-.     The  efforts  and  diftrefl»  of  the  Gre- 
cian army  in  his-  abfencc,  and  tire  triumphs  of  Hedor,  are  the' 
confequence^  of  his  rage.     In  the-  trtmoff  danger  of  the  d'eeks-, 
be  permits  his-  friend*  Patrodtrs*  to  go  to  battle.     Patroclbs'  is' 
kilted  by  Heftor.     Achilles,  to  revenge  his  fall,  ruflies  to  the 
Held.     Heftor  is  killed,  the  Trojans^  defeated,  and  the  rage  of 
Achilles  is  feothed  by  the  obftqoies  of  his  friend;     And  tfius' 
alfo  the  fubjedl  of  the  Enetd  is  G^e;     The  remains  of  the  Tro- 
jan nation,  to  whom  a  feat  of  empire  is  promifed  by  the  oracle, 
are  i-eprefented  as  endangered  by  a  tempeft*  at  fea.     They  land 
at  Carthage.     Eneas,  their  leader,  relates  the  fate  of  Troy  to 
the  hofpitable  queen ;  but  is  ordered  by  Jupiter  to  fulfil  the  pro- 
phecieS)  and  go  in  ftarch  of  the  promifed  feat  of  that  empire; 
which' was  one  day  to  command  the-viroi4d.     Eneas^  again  fetS' 
fail;  many  adventures  befal  him.     He  at  laft  lands  in  Italy, 
where  prophecies  of  his  arrival' were  achrrowlcdged.     His- fated' 
brild^,  bowevep,  is  betrothed'  to  Turnup.     A*  war  enfuesj   and!' 
tli«  poem  cofteludes  with  the  death  of  the  rival  of  Eneas.     In 
beth-thi$^' great  poems'  a-  machtnery  fbitable  to  the  allegorieat^ 
rel^iim  rtP  thefe  times  is  •  prefirved.     Jltno  is  the  guardian  of' 
theGfeefes",  Vfenns- of  the  Trojans*;     l^rrative  poetry  without^ 
itdSon  €a&  ne^ei*^  plcafe:     Withorrt   ftSion  it  muft  want  the 
iwH^eildttsi' whdch  is  the-veryfaatloFpoefy ;  and  hence  a  ma- 
chwwryas*  hidi(pe»fible  in-  the-Bpfc  poem.     The  condnd  and^ 
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machinery  of  the  Lufiad  are  as  follow  :  The  poem  opens  with* 
a  view  or  the  Portuguefe  fleet  before  a  profperous  gale  on  the 
coafl:  of  Ethiopia.  The  crews,  however,  are  worn  with  labour^ 
and  their  fafety  depends  upon  their  fortune  in  a  friendly  harbour. 
The  Gods  of  ancient  or  poetical  mythology  are  reprcfented  as  in 
council r  The  fate  of  the  Eaftern  world  depends  upon  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  fleet.  But  as  we  trace  the  machinery  of  the  Lufiad, 
let  us  remember  that,  like  the  machinery  of  Homer  and  Virgil, 
it  is  alfo  allegorical.  Jupiter,  or  the  Lord  of  Fate,  pronounces 
that  the  Lufians  fhall  be  profperous.  Bacchus,  the  evil  daemon 
or  genius  of  Mohammedifm,  who  was  worfhipped  in  the  Eaft, 
forefeeing  that  his  empire  and  altars  would  be  overturned, 
oppofes  Jove,  or  Fate.  The  celeflial  Venus,  or  heavenly  Love, 
pleads  for  the  Lufians.  Mars,  or  divine  Fortitude,  encourages 
the  Lord  of  Fate  to  remain  unaltered  ^  and  Maia's  fon,  the 
Meflenger  of  Heaven,  is  fent  to  lead  the  navy  to  a  friendly 
harbour.  The  fleet  arrives  at  Mozambic.  Bacchus,  like  Juno 
in  the  Eneid,  raifes  a  commotion  againft  the  Lufians.  A  battle 
enfues,  and  the  victorious  fleet  purfue  their  voyage,  under  the 
care  of  a  Moorifli  pilot,  who  advifes  them  to  enter  the  harbour 
of  Quiloa.  According  to  hiftory  they  attempted  this  harbour, 
where  their  deflirudtion  would  have  been  inevitable ;  but  they 
were  driven  from  it  by  the  violence,  of  a  fudden  temped^  The 
poet  afcribes  this  to  the  celeflial  Venus,, 


whoie  watchful  care 


Had  ever  been  their  guide 


They  now  arrive  at  Mombafla,  The  malice  of  the  evil  daemon 
or  genius  of  Mohammedifm,  ftill  exites  the  arts  of  treachery 
againfl:  them.  Hermes,  the  meflenger  of  heaven,  in  a  dream, 
in  the  ftyle  of  Homer,  warns  the  hero  of  the  poem  of  his. 
danger,  and  commands  him  to  fteer  for  Melinda.  There  he' 
arrives,  and  is  received  by  the  prince  in  the  mofl:  friendly 
manner.  Here  the  hero  receives  the  firft  certain  intelligence  or 
hope  of  India.  The  prince  of  Melinda's  admiration  of  the  for- 
titude and  prowefs  of  his  guefts,  the  firft  who  had  ever  dared 
to  pafs  the  unknown  ocean  by  the  tempeftuous  Cape,  artfully 
prepares  the  reader  for  a  long  epifode. .  The  poem  of  Virgil 
contains  the  hiftory  of  the  Roman  empire  to  his  own  time. 

Camoens 
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Catrioens  perceived  this,  and  trod  in  his  fteps.  The  hiftory  of 
Portugal,  which  Gama  relates  to  the  king  of  Melinda,  is  not 
only  neceflary  to  give  their  ntw  ally  an  high  idea  of  the  Lufian 
prowefs  and  fpirit,  but  alfo  naturally  leads  to,  and  accounts  for 
the  voyage  of  Gama;  the  event,  vrhich  in  its  confequences, 
fums  up  the  Portuguefe  honours.  It  is  as  requifite  for  Gama  to 
tell  the  rife  of  his  nation  to  the  king  of  Melinda,  as  it  is  for 
Eneas  to  relate  to  Dido  the  caufe  of  his  voyage,  the  deftrudtion 
of  Troy.  And  Gama's  long  account  of  his  own  voyage,  will 
bear  to  be  readafter  the  fimilar  parts  of  either  the  Odyffey  or 
the  Eneid.  Pleafed  with^the  fame  of  their  nation,  the  king  of 
Melihda  vows  lading  friendfhip  with  the  Lufians,  and  gives 
them  a  faithful  pilot.  As  they  fail  acrofs  the  great  Indian 
Qcean  the  machinery  is  again  employed.  The  evij  daemon  im- 
plores Neptune  and  the  powers  of  the  fea  to  raife  a  tempeft  to 
deftroy  the  fleet.  The  failors  on  the  night  watch,  fortify  their 
courage  by  the  valiant  adts  of  their  countrymen,  and  an  epifode 
in  the  true  poetical  fpirit  of  chivalry  is  introduced.  Thus 
Achilles  in  his  tent  is  reprefented  as  (inging  to  his  lyre  the 
praifes  of  heroes.  And  in  the  Epic  condud,  this  narrative  and 
the  tales  told  by  Neftor,  either  to  retrain  or  inflame  the  rage' 
of  the  Grecian  chiefs,  are  certainly  the  fame. 

The  accumulation  of  the  tempeft  in  the  meanwhile  is  finely 
defcribed.  It  now  defcends.  Celeftial  Venus  perceives  the- 
danger  of  her  fleet.  She  is  introduced  by  the  appearance  of  her* 
flar,  a  ftroke  of  poetry  which  would  have  fhined  in  the  Eneid.. 
The  tempeft  is  in  its  utmoft  rage. 

The  fky  and  ocean  blending,  each  on  fire,, 
Seem'd  as  all  nature  ftruggled  to  expire. 
When  now  the  filver  ftar  of  Love  appeared ; 
Bright,  in  Ker  eaft  her  radiant  front  fhe  reard  ;- 
Fair  through  the  horrid  ftorm  the  gentle  ray 
Announced  the  promife  of  the  cheerful  day. 
From  her  bright  throne  CeleftialXovc  beheld; 
The  tempeft  burn  — ^ 

And  in  the  true  fpirit  of  Homer's  allegory  {See  t%e  note^  p.  266.)/ 
flic  calls  her  nymphs,  and  by  their  iminiftry  ftills  the  tempeft. 
Gama  now  arrives  in  India.     Every  cifcumftance  rifes  from  the: 
*  preceding  one ;  and,  as  fully  pointed  out  in  the  notes,  the  con- 
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(kHfi;  m  every  circiupftance  is  aa  es^^ly  Vkgiliao^  aa  mt^  two. 
tragejJies  may  poffiWy  be  a^ike^  in,  adhereoqct  to  themiksof  the 
d^r^tna.     Gama,  having  a^compliihed  his  pttrpo£Q  if^  Ilndia»  fkt9 
f^il,  fpr  Europe^  and  the  mzchxmry:  is  tbq  lafl  titiie  employed. 
Venu^  to  re\v;ard  her  heroes,  raife$  a  PaEadifaical  ifland  in  the 
fe^.     Voltaire>  in  his  EngUfli  eCay,  haa  faid»  that  no  nation 
bu);  tl^&.  Portuguefe  and  Italians  couhi  bear  fuch  hfcivious  de^ 
fcription.     In  the  French  be  has  fuppciefled  this  fontonce^  bat 
ha&.  CQD^ps^^d  it  to  a  Dutch  brothel  aUt)wed  for  the  failbra» 
X^t  this  id^a  of  it  is  as  falfe  a$  it  is  grofs.     Every  thing  in  the* 
i^and.of  Love  refembtes  th«  ftatue  of  Vcnua  de  Medicia.     The? 
de^riptioa  is  warm  indeed^  but  it  is  chaAe  as  the  firft  loves.  oF 
A4an3r  and  Eve  in  Miltpo.     And  fp  far  from,  defending  the  ccn*. 
fuffi  of^  Voltjiife  (ij^  tie  note.j  p*  394-)  wene  Damtfi,  AriDftcv 
Tai|b>.  Spein/fe^  and  evqn  Milton  him^lf>.  to. contend  witkhsm, 
for  ^e  pa)n^  Qf;  nf^deAy*  th$re  could  be  m^hefitatioa  infixing  it 
up9n;t&PrbrQw  ofj  CaniQeoa^     After  th^  poet  has  Qsplained.  the* 
^l^ory  of  the  ifland  of  I(/Ove^  the:  Goddefs  of.  thp  oeean  girves' 
h€;r  h^nd  and  commits  her  empire  to  Ganoia,.  whom  ihecondisjfita 
tp  her  palacej  wh^rp^  in  a  prophetic,  fongj  he  heaI^a  the  a^taodiAi 
of  the  hefoes  who  were  to  ^f):ahUIh.  tb$t  Pcrti^oTe^  enapire  inj 
the  Eafl.     In  Epic  condtt)(^  nothing  €ai;i  he  moie  mafterly4. 
The  funeral  games  in  honour  of  Patfoclus^  after  the  IHadi  has 
tUfined  upoA  it^  great  hinge,  the  death  of  Hedkor,   are  here 
nf^oil  happaly  in>itated  after  the  Lu^fiad  has  2^&x  turned  iipon  its 
gfa*|  hiage,  the  difcpvery  of  India,     The  conduiSt  ia  the  faooe, 
though  not  one  feature  is  bo]|;rowed.^     UlyjQes.  a^dl  Eneas  are 
fent  to  vifit  the  regions  ojf  the  deiad ;  and  Voltaire's  hero  muft 
alfo  be  conveyed  to  Hell  and' Heaven.     But  hqw  funeri&r  is  the 
fpirit  of  Camoens. !    He  parrajlel&  thefe  flxikihg  adventures,  by  a 
new  fid:ion  of  his  own.     Gama  in   the  ifland   of  B^ifs^,  and 
Eneas  in  Hell,  are  in  Epic  condu<?;  exa<3:ly.  the  fame ;  and  in 
this  unborrowing  famenefe,  he  artfuMj  interweaves  the  bijlory 
of  Portugal:    artfully    ^s.  Yolt^dre    himfilf  confeiTes.      The 
epifode  with   the   krtig   of  Mfelrhda,    the   ^^(clription    of  the 
painted  enfigns,  and  the  prophetic  fong,  are  parallel  in  man- 
net*   and   purpofe   with   the  cf^^fi   of   Di4%L   the   ftiieldi  of 
Eneas,  and  the  vifion  in  EJyiitvn*-    1:0  rov^ngiet;  the  rage  o£ 
Achill^s^  and  to  lay  the  foyndartion  qfi  thip  RQmtn'empire,.  ar& 
the  grand  purpofes  of  the  lU^d  and  Biieddj  ths^  qimi  efle&ed' bgq 
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Aft  ;aea;di  of  Heaor ;  the  oi?her%y  the  aUiaTice  of  Latinus  and 
E^nwas,  aocotti^Sied  hi  tin  deMdi  of  Turaus.  In  like  manner, 
*p  -cftaWifli  the  ^Ott^pttfk  ©hwfttaii  ^empire  in  the  Eaft,  is  thfe 
^pnatnd  defign  of  the  Luftad,  Hccompliflied  in  the  happy  rettirn 
cf  XS^trha.  And  thus,  in  *hc  tftte  i^it  of  the  Epopceia,  ends 
the  l/ofittd,  ^  pofcm'wfcere  every  oirciHhftance  rifes  in  jtrft  gra- 
6atiett,  till  the  whole  is  fummod  up  in  tlie  mdft  perfeft  iftrtity 
ibfirS)pic  aaioai. 

Themathtnery'of  Hoitier  {Ste  tbt  nate^  p.  266.)  ;ccmta5rfs^ 
ftieft  toeifea  ktA  maftfeffly  •aStegory.  To  imitate  the  aticiehts 
vrw  (me  prevailiiig  staite  iirhen  Camotns  wrote;  add  thctt 
poetical  manners  were  every  where  Tidopted.  That  he  ei*- 
teeAied  his  own  as  allegoric^  he  Itfiures  us  in  the  tmd  of 
the  nitith  l>ook,  and  in  orne  of  his  letters.  But  a  proof  even 
fttore  determinate,  occurs  in  the  opening  of  the  poem.  Caff  era, 
^te  Prench  Tranfkttor,  by  his  over  «finement,  has  much  mif^ 
reprefented  thfe  allegory  of  the  Lufiad.  Mars,  who  never  ap- 
pears but  once  in  the  firft  book,  he  tells  us,  fignifics  Jefns  Chrift. 
This  explanation,  fo  open  to  ridicule,  is  irvery  way  unncceflary, 
and  furely  ticver  entered. the  thought  of  Camocns.  It  is  evi- 
dent, however,  that  he  intended  the  guatdian  powers  of  Ch;rrf- 
tianity  and  Mohammedifm  under  the  two  principal  perfonage$ 
of  his  machinery.     Words  canndt  be  planer : 

Where'er  this  people  fbould  their  empire  raife., 
S^  kiaew  her  altars  ftiould  unnumWr'd  blaze  j 
.    And  -barbarous  nations  rat  lier  haly  £hrine 
IBe  humanifed  and  taught  Tier  lore  divine  : 
Her  fpreading  honours  thus  the  one  infpir'd, 
And  one  the  dread  to  lofe  his  worfliip  fir'd. 

Attd  tire  fame  idea  i^  tonevciy  opporttrnity^peifted  andi5hfort:fed. 
Pagan  mythology  had  its  Celeftial,  as  wi&U  as  Terreftrial  V eiius*. 

*  The  celeflial  Veims,  according  to  Plato.  This  Urania- Yen  us,   accMrdiiig  ^o  P«ii- 

wasthedaughterof  OumooBOriieavea,  ana  fanias  aad  other  writers,   ha4  Ain^pftueus 

thence  called  Urania.     The  ^paflage  Aands  temples  in  Athene,    Phceniciai    A^.     Ske 

in  the  Sympoiion  of  that  author  as  follows  :  was  painted  in  complete  armoar  ;  hvrprieft- 

TLai[%^  y4f  lofuy  art  tf»  if^tt  «ffv  £^a;1k  Afig^Ti)*  tiTes  Were  virgins  i  and  410  inan  was  allowed 

TiaJ7iK  ik  futo(  /Af y  «ti^(,  Mf  •» «)» £^('  fint  Ik  to  approach  her  ihrine.     Xenophon  iays» 

^1/0  fr««»  ^  amiyKf)  leoii  E^aDi  Jyiw.  iT^f  Iw  ihe  preiided  over  the  love  of  wifdom  fed 

A/0  r»  d«df ;   n  /aii»  ^»  tfov,  W^^vU^  «•»  virtue,  which  are  the  pleafures  of  the  (but 

a/MJitff,   Osfatotf  %vy9^^  i}v  #'d  acm  ov^fM*  as  the  terreikial  Venus  preiided  over  ilio 

ii^go*#^M>{o^r  %  h  Mfcflig^i  Ai»c  n)  Aiiowgjy  ^  pleaiwres  of  the  body. 
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The  Celeftial  Venus  is  therefore  the  moft  proper  perfonage  of 
that  mythology  to  figure  Chriilianity.  And  Bacqhus^  the  con- 
queror of  the  Eafl,  is,  in  the  ancient  poetical  allegory^  the  moft 
natural  protestor  of  the  altars  of  India.  Whatever  may  be  iaid 
againfl:  the  ufe  of  the  ancient  machinery  in  a  modern  poem^ 
candour  muit  confefs^  that  the  allegory  of  Canaoens  which  arms 
the  genius  of  Mohammedifm  *f:  againf^  the  expedition  of  hif 
heroes,  is  both  fublime  and  moift  happily  interefting/  Nor  mufib 
his  choice  of  the  ancient  poetical  q)achin^ry  be  *  condemiied 
without  examination.  It  has  been  the  language  of  pqetry 
thefe  three  thoufand  years,  and  its  allegory  is  perfediy  uut 
derftood.  If  not  impoflible,  it  will  certainly  be  very  diffi- 
cult to  find  a  new,  or  a  better  machinery  for  an  Epic 
poem.  That  of  Taffo  is  condemned  by  Boileau,  yet,  that  of 
Camoens  may  plegd  the  authority  of  that  celebrated  critic,  and 
is  even  vindicated,  undefignedly,  by  Voltaire  himfelf.  In  an 
effay  prefixed  to  his,  Henriade,  Le  mot  /  jimp  hit  rite,  fays  he, 
dans  ngtre poefie,  nejignifie  que  la Mer,  &  non  lEpoufe  de  Neptune 
—the  word  Amphitrite  in  our  poetry  fignifies  only  the  Sea,  and 
n<Dt,the  wife  of  Neptune."  And  why  piay  not  the  word  Venus 
i^  Gamoens  fignify  divine  Love,  and  not  the  wife  of  Vulcan  ? 
"  Love,  fays  Voltaire,  in  the  fame  effay,  has  his  arrows,  and 
Juftice  a  ballslnce,  in  our  moft  chriftian  writings,  in  our  paint- 
ings, in  our  tapeftry,  without  being  efteemed  as  the  leaft  mix- 
ture of  Paganifm."  And  if  this  criticifm  has  juftice  in  it,  why 
not  apply  it  to  the  Lufiad  as  well  as  the*  Henriade  ?  Candour 
will  not  only  apply  it  to  the  Lufiad,  but  will  alfo  add  the  au- 
thority of  Boileau.     He  is  giving  rules  for  an  Epic  poem : 


t  Thisy  as  obferved,  is  exprefsly  fuggefted 
in  the  firft  book.  For  feveral  coUateral 
proofs,  fee  the  note,  p.  215,  and  text,  p. 
339.  where  Bacchos,  the  evil  daemon,  takes 
the  form  of  Mohammed,  and  appears  in  a 
dream  to  a  prieft  of  the  Koran. 

•  Thus,  when  the  Henriade  is  to  be  de- 
fended, the  arrows  of  Cupid  convey  no  mix- 
ture of  Paganifm.  But  when  the  ifland  of 
Love  in  the  Lufiad  is  to  be  condemned,  our 
honnete  critic  mud  ridicule  the  ufe  of  thefe 
'^tery  arrows  —  C^eft  la  que  Venus^  aidee  des 
ccnjiils  du  Pert  EtemtU  ft  ft<(mdet  en-  memt 
tffns  dfs  flethts  de  Cupidon, — It  is  there  that 
Venus  aided  by  the  couofels  of  the  Eternal 


Father,  and  at  the  fame  time,  feconded  by 
the  arrows  of  Cupid,  renders  the  Nereides 
amourous  of  the  Portuguefe." — But  this, 
one  of  iiis  lateft  additions,  is  a3  unlucky  as 
all  the  reft.  The  Eternal  Father  is  the  lame 
Jove,*  who  is  reprefented  as  the /ufireme  Fa- 
ihgr  in  the  firft  book,  {St.  22.  Portuguefe.) 
and  in  book  0.  ft.  18.  is  only  faid  to  have 
ordained  Venus  to  be  the  good  genius  of  the 
Lufitanians.  There  is  not  a  word  about  the 
ajfiftanci  of  bis  counftl ;  that  was  introduced 
by  Voltaire,  folely  to  throw  ridicule  upon 
an  allegory,  which,  by  the  bye,  when  uied  in' 
the  Henriade,  has  ndt  the  leaft  fault ;  but 
is  there  every  way  in  the  true  ftyle  of  poetry. 

Dans 
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Dans  le  vafte  ricit  d^une  hngue  aBion^ 

Sefoutient  par  la  fable  f  et  vit  deJiStion.    . 

La  pour  nous  enebanier  tout  eft.  mis  en  ufage  : 

Tout  prend  un  corps ^  une  ame^  \  un  efprit^  un  vifage  ; 

Cbaque  "Uertu  devientune  divinitii:. 

Mineroe  eft  la  prudence ^ ,  &  Venus  la  beaut i. 

Ce  n*eft  plus  la  vapeur  qui  produit  le  tonnerre^ 

C*eft  Jupiter  armepour  eftrayer  la  terre. 

Un  crage^  terrible  aux  y£ux  des  matelots, 

Ceft  Neptune  en  courroux,  qui  gourmande  lesftots  . 

Sans  tous  ces  omemens  le  vers  tombe  en  langueur ; 

La  poefie  eft  morte^  ou  rampe  ftins  vigueur: 

Le  poete  neft  plus  qtlun  orateur  timtde^ 

^'unfroid  biftorien  d' une  fable  infipide. 


•  • 


NL 


Every-  idea  of  thefe  lines  ftrorjgly  defends  the  Lufiad.  Yet,  it 
mufl  not  be  concealed,  a  diftinftion  follows  which  may  appear 
againft  it.  Boilcau  requires  a  profane  fubjeft  for  the  Epic  Mufe, 
But  his  reafoh  for  it  is  not  juft  : 

De  lafoi  d'un  Cbr^tien  tes  myfteres  terribles 
D' omemens  igayh  ne  font  point  fufceptibles. 
L*evangile  d  Vejprit  rioffre  de  tous  cotis 
^e  penitence  afaire^  &  tourmens  merites  : 
Et  de  vosftffions  le  melange  coupaMe  ' 
Meme  dfes  viritis  donne  Vair  de  la  fable. 

t 

The  myfteres  terribles  afford  iiideed  no  fubjetfl:  for  poetry.  But 
the  Bible  offers  to  the  Mufe-  fomething  befides  penitence  and 
merited  torments.  The  ParadSfe  Loft,  and  the  works  of  the 
greateft  Painters,  evince  this.  Nor  does  this  criticifm,  falfe  as 
it  iB,  contain  one  argument  which  excludes  the  heroes  of  a 
Chriftian  nation  from  being  the-fubjedl  of  poetry.  Modern 
fubjedls  are  indeed  condemned  by  Boileau,  apd  aiicient  fable, 
with  its  Ulyffes,  Agamemnon,.  &c.  — —  noms  beureux  femblent 
nis  pour  les  vers — arc  recommended  to  the  poet.  But,  happy  for 
Camoens,  his  feelings  dire<!led.him  to  another  choice.  For,  in 
contradi(Sion  of  a  thoufand  Boileaus,  no  compofitions  are  fo 
njifet-ably  uninterefting  as  oiir  modern  poems,  where  the  heroes 
of  ancient  fable  are  the  porfonagefe  of  the  idtion.      Unlefs, 

t  '         *'  'therefore. 


•  •• 
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therefore,  the  fubjedt  of  Caraocfti-^r  oiay  thus  fecm  condemned 
by  the  celebrated  Freaeh  critic,,  eweuyoib.er  ruie  kef^ropofes  is 
in  favour  of  the  machinery  of  the  Lufiad* .  For  whatever  report 
Falfehoo^*  i^d  Voltaire  may  hajvci  Eaifed?  again  A  i^,  m  th&  ma- 
chinery there  is  no  mixture  of  Paiganand  Chriftian  p^rfbffages. 
The  heroes,  indeed^  are  Chrif^^ao^, .  aind  Siw^a  Fe^  holy  faith, 
is  fometimes  n^entioned*.  Eut  the  allegorical  aipd  kiilorical 
parts  of  an  Epic  poem  are  effentially  different^  tho«jigb  the  hif- 
torical  part  be  even  often  conducted  under  the  vcit  oi"  aBcgory ; 
as,  aQ/:c)r.ding  to  the  precepts  of  Boileau,  the  deliverance  of  the 
Lufian  fleet  is  afcribed  to  the  celeflial  Ven4i8»  Nor  is  poetical 
ufe  the  only  defence  of  our  injured  author.  In  the  age  of  Ca- 
moens,  Bacchus  was  efieemed  a  real  ^  dsmon  :  And  celeflial 


f  But  to  carry  the  re(hi£lion  To  far,  was 
certainly  not  t)ie  xneaoing  of  Boileaii :  for 
lie  himfelf  ufes  the  Pagan  hiythology  in  his 
M)em  on,  tl)e  pe/Tage  of  the  Shine  by  di^. 
Frepch  army  in  1 672. 

^  Ic  was  the  belief  of  the  firft  ages  of 
Chriftianity,  that  the  Pagan  Gods  were 
fallen  angels.  Milton,  with  admirable 
judgment,  has  adopted  this  fyftem.  His 
Mammon,  the  architect  of  Pand3sm6nium> 
he  alfo  calls  Vulcan  : 

Nor  was  his  name  unheard  or  unidorM 
In  ancient  Greece,  and  in  Auibnian  land- 
Men  caird  hiiD  Mulciber  $  and  how  he  fell 
From  heaven,   they  fabled,  thrown  by  angry 

Jove— ^ 
On  Lcmnos,  th'  Egean  ifle :  Thus  they  relate 
Erring  j  for  he  with  this  icbellioiis  rout 
Fell  long  before. 

Moloch  and  Vulcan  are  therefore  mentioned 
together  with  great  propriety  in  the  Para- 
dife  Loft,  The  belief  of  the  firft.  Chrifr 
tians,  with  refpedl  to.  daemons,  was,  una- 
bated in  the  age  of  Camoens  ;  for  the  oracles, 
of  the  Pagan  duties  were  then  believed  td  have 
hficn  given  by  evil  fpirits*  Bacchus  might 
therefore  in  a  Chriilian  poem  of  fuch  ages 
reprefent  the  Evil  daemon ;  and  it  was  on 
this  principle  that  TsSCo/eh  no  impropriety. 
in  calling  PlUto  his  king  of  hell,  the  grand 
fos  ofmauhindy  and  making  him  talk  of  the 
birth  of  ChriH.  In  like  manner,  when 
Camoens  fays  that  the  Chriftian  altar  raifed 
(book  II.)  to  deceive  the  Lufians,  was  the, 
illttfion  of  Bacchus ;  he  fays  no  more  than 
what  was  agreeable  to  the  piqpular.  belief^ 
which  efteemed  the  Pagan  gods  real  demons; 


and  no  more  than  what  poetry  allows  when 
a  ftoB^n.  is  ascribed  to  Neptune :.  la  a 
word*,  it  is  not  the  illuiibn^  which  Ta/Io 
aifcrilMs.to  his  magic,  or  Camoet»  to  BiM-^ 
chqs ;  it  is  the  UD^legCuical  oppefition  or 
concert  of  Chriftian  and  Pagan  ideafi» 
which  forms^  the  abfurd,  and  disfigures 
a  poem.  But  this  abfurd  oppofition  or 
concert  of  perfbnages  has  no-plaee  in  the 
machinery  of  the  Lufiad,  though  it  is  found 
in  the  greateft  of  modem  poets.  The  power 
of  magic  oppofes  the  power  of  God  and  his 
arch-an?el  Michael  m  Taflb.  But  from 
Milton  both  the  allowable  and  blameable 
mixture  of  Chriftian  and  Pagan  ideas  may 
be  beft  exemplified.  With  great  judgment, 
as  already  obferved,  he  ranks  die  Pagan 
deities  among  the  fallen  angels.  When  he 
alludes  to  Pagan  mythology,  he  fometimes 
fays,  "  as  fables  feign  ;"  and  fometimes  he 
mentions  thefe  deities  in.  the  allegory  of 
poetical  ftyle  ;  as  thus. 


When  Bellona  ftorms. 


With  all  her  battering  engines  bent  to  raibt 
Some  capital  city  — — 

And  thus,  when  Adam  fmiles  on  £ve  ^ 


as  Jupiter 


On  Juno  fmiles  when  he  impregns  the  clouds 
Tim  fhed  May  fbwers— ^ 

Here  the  perfbnages  are  mentioned  expre^ 
ly  in  their  allegprical  capacity,  a  ufe  recom* 
mended  by  Boileau.  In  the  following  th^ 
blameable  mixture  occurs.  He  is  defcrib* 
iDgParadifc-'*-^: 

Univerfal 
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Venus  was  confidered  "as  the  name  i^rwhrch  th6  Ethnics  ex- 

Srelfed  the  divine  Love,  fiat  if  the  cold  hyper^critic  will  ftill 
tame  pur  author  for  his  allegory,  let  it  alfo  be  remembered* 
tbat  of  all  Ohriftian  poets,  Camoens  is  in  this  the  leaft  repre* 
heniible.  The  Hell,  Purgatory,  and  Parddife  <>f  Dante,  form 
one  continued  texture  of  Pagan  and  Scri|)tural  names,  defcrip* 
tions,  and  ideas.  Ariofto  isi  condnualiy  in  the  iatne  fault  $  aod 
in  this,  and  his  addition  of  Gothic  inchantment,  be  is  followed 
by  Tadb.  The  Paradife  Lofl  alfo  has  this  miMure^  in  a  manner 
not  to  be  found  in  the  Lufiad.  And  if  it  is  a  fault  to  ufe  the 
ancient  poetical  machinery  4n  a  poem  where  the  heroes  are 
Chriftians,  Voltaire  himfelf  has  infinitely  more  of  the  m^lnngt 
coupable  than  Camoens.  The  machinery  of  his  Henriade  is,  as 
tconfelTed  by  himfelf,  upon  the  idea  of  the  Pagan  mythology. 
IHe  cites  Boileau, 

Cefi  d'unfcrupule  "vain  J^allapmer  fittement^ 
Et  vouloir  aux  leBeurs  plaire  fans  agr intent 
Bienrtot  Us  defindront  de  peindre  la  prikdence^ 
De  dinner  a  T^himis  ni  handenu^  ni  balance  .  .  •  •  • 
Et  p&t-'tout  des  difcours,  tomifie  ,une  idolhtriej 
i>ans  leurfaux  zele  irant  chaffer  VaUegerie. 

But  he  fupprefles  the  verfes  which  immediately  follow,  where 
the  introdu6tiori  of  the  true  Gfod  is  prohibited  by  the  critic, 

Et  fahukux  Chretiens f  nallons  point  dans  nas  fonges^ 
,Du  Dteu  de  viritifairi  un  Dieu  de  menjbnges. 


;            Unirerfal  Pan  ■  i  ■         in  naked  beauty  more  adorned 

Knit  with  the  Graces  and  (he  Hours  in  dance  More  lovely  than  Pandora,  whom  the  Gods 

I«ed  on  th*"  eternal  fpring.     Not  that  fair  field  EndowM  with  all  their  gifts,  and  O  too  like 

Of  Enna,  where  Prbfcrj)ih,  gathering  flowtrsj  In  fad  event,  when  to  th'  unwifer  fon 

HerfeM"  a  faifcr  flower,  by  gloomy  Dis  Of  Japhet  brought  by  Hermes  (he  enfnarM 

•Was  gathered  t  which  coft  Ctres  all  that  pain  Niankind  with  her  fair  looks,  to  be  avenged 

To  tttk  bcr  through  the  world  •«*»  On  him  who  had  ftole  Jove*8  authentic  fire. 

might  with  this  Paradife 

Of  Edenih'ive<^— ^  .H«re  we  have  the  heathen  Gods,  another 

origin  of  evil,  and  a  whole  fbing  of  fables, 

'The  mention  of  Pan,  the  Graces  and  Hoars,  alluded  to  as  real  events,  on  a  level  with  his 

is  here  in  the  pure  allegorical  ftyle  of  poetry.  fubjeft.     Nor  arc  thefc  the  only  inftances ; 

But  tjiq  (lory  of  Proferpin  is  not  in  allegory*;  the  death  of  Hercules,  and  fcveral  others  in 

*^  **<i?iV5"*^^"^  in  .*c  fame  manner  <5"  au-  Milton,  demerit  the  cenfure  of  an  unjudi- 

thent^q(y:as  the  many   Scripture  hiilpriss  dons   mixture  of  facrcd  and  profane  my' 

introduced  into  the  Paradife  Loft.     When  .thdogy  and  hiftory. 


die  angel  brings  Eve  to  Adam,  ihe  appeals 


t  2  Yet, 


cxl 


I  N  T  R  a  D  U  C  T  I.O  M 


Yet,  the  Gbd.of  truth vaccbrding  to  'Ac^Chriftiaiaiidea^  inxiireQ: 
violation  of  this  precept,  is  aicorifidefible  pcrfonagc  incthefPagaa 
allegorical  machinery  of  ?tHe ,  Hcjarikde;  [  But  the  cQUiplcti:laft 
cited,  though  as  direift  againft  the  Henriade  as  if  itlhad  bceft 
written  to  Condemn  it>  is  mot  ,m  the  leailldegre^. applicable  to 
the  machinery  of  the  Luiiad;  a  machineiy  muchilefs  culpable^ 
according  to  the .  fevereft.  crilaci£m^  -  than  that,  of-  iTaflb,,:  and 
infinitely  fupcriorin  every^nifpeOiio  that  of  J  Vpitairci;  ^hdugh 
Camoens  wrote  at  the  revival  of  karjiing^  qre.Icfiticifm  .Iwd 
given  her  heft  rules  to! the  faaodernlMufe. •  *.        ..i    'i    -^    .  r- 

The  poein  of  Camoene,;  indcfed, ,.  fo /fully  vindicates  itfelf,: 
that  this  defence  .of  it  perhaps  may  feem  unueccflary.  Yet  one 
conlideration  will  vindicate  thi^idfifdrtce^  r  TJbfe  ^^o^m  is  Vrittea 
in  a  language  uiTknoXvnMin.  jicilitcMitejrjLtufe.  ; . JFeHv  iri  able  to 
judge  of  the  Original,  and  the  unjuft  clamour  raifed  agaijiftTlt 
by  Rapin  *  and  Voltaire,  has  been  received  in  Europe  as  its  true 
charafter.     Lord  Kainies  -f-j^and  other  authors,  very  cordially 


X  See  the  Diilertation  on  the  Madunery 
of  Taflb  and  Voltaire.  .  • 

*  It  is  an  unhappy  thing  to  write  in  .  an 
Hnread  tongue.  Nev^r  was  author  .fo 
mifreprefented  by  ignorance  as  the  poet  of 
Portugal.  Rapin,  that  cold-bfooded  critic, 
tells  us,  that  to.  wr\te  a  good  Epic,  Ilfaut 
thfernfifr  di  la  propbYtion  dans  le  dejfiiny  it  is 
neccffary  to'  ol^fetv^  proportion  in  the  dofigni 
juilnefs  in  the  thought,  and  not  to  fall  into 
rambling.**--He  then  aflerts,  that  Camoens 
trefpafles  agtinft  all  thcfe  niles^that  he* 
wants  difcernment,  .and  condu£t'-that  he 
thought  of  nothing  but  fo  ejfprefs  the  pride 
of  his  nation,  for  his  ftylc,  he  fays,  eft  far 
(if  faflueuXf  fierce  and  fill  ted.  In"  aoQ- 
ther  place  he  fays,  *'  poetical  dlAion  ought 
to  be  clear,  natural,  and  harmonigus,'  atui 
that'  obfcurity  is  its  greated  blemifli,"— ^ 
whidi,  having  named  Camoens,  he  adds, 
*'  fit  'vers  /ant  fi  obfcurs^  qt^iU  pourrosent 
p^Jfer  pour  des  myfteres — his  verfes  arc  fo  ob- 
fcure  that  they  may  pafs  for  myfteries."— 
Perhaps  the  old  French  verfion  may  defcrve 
this  chara6lcr ;  but  certain  it  is  from  hence, 
that  Rapin  never  read  the  original.  Pcr- 
fpicuity,  elegant  firoplicity,  ami  the  moft 
natural  unllrained  harmony,  is  the  juft  cha- 
raderiftic  of  the  ftyle  of  Camoens.  The 
appeal  is  to  the  world.  And  the  firll  Lin- 
guifl  of  the  age,  has  given  the  flyle  of  Ca- 


aiOjcns  a  very  diJFerent  charaSef  from  thiis 
Qf.R^n;  C^oenJmmJj^iua$fih\c\tjuspoefa 
.ade)i  *venufttigft^ ,  adeh polita^  ut  nitil  ejfe poffit 
juc\indius  i  inter dum  njerhj  adeo  elata,  grandi^ 
loqua^  ac/onordf  utnitjil  finH  poffit  magni fa  . 
centius.     Jones,  Poefeos  Ahat.  Com  men  t. 

Montefquieu's  high  idea  of , the  Luiiadis 

cited  p.  227.     We  ihall  only  add  the  fuf- 

^(rage  of:  the  grpf^  pexyantes,,  who,'  in  his 

Don  Quixote,  C.  iv.  L  6.  mofl  warmly  ex- 

.  pcelTes  his.  idea,  of  the,  excellence  of  the 

genWof  Camoens. 

f  •t'Ord  Kaim^s  thus  f€ll]pw,8  Voltaire : 
"  Portugal  was  rifing  in  power  and  fplendor 
**  (it  tjuas  hajiening^  to  the  y  try  laft  ft  ages 
"  of,  Menfan)  when  Camoens  wrote,  the 
<^  Lufiad,  and  with  re(peA  to  the  mufic  of 
*'  verfe  it  has  merit.  The  author  however 
^  is  far  from  fhining  in  point  of  tafle  (mcft 
**  mafarly  de/cription  and  boundU/s  ^variety 
"  hz'we'ver  are  his  eharaQeriftics.  He  htir 
given  the  two  fimft  fi3itms  in  poetry^ 
And  according  to  Foltairetbe  ftbry  of  Ine% 
is  equal  to  the  heft  ^written  parts  of  yirgil,) 
"  He  makes  a  ftrange  jumble  of  Heathen 
"  and  Chriftian  Deities.  •*  Gama"  oh- 
**  ferves  Voltaire,  "  in  a  ftorm  addrefies 
"Ms  prayers  to  Chrift,  but  it  is  V«fl4s'Who 
"  comes  to  his  relief."  Voltai^i^tibfer- 
''  vation  is  but  too  well  fonnded  {and  is  it- 
*^  inJetd  in  the  nanu  of  btmefty  I)    In  the- 

"  firft 


(( 
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condemn  its  mixture  of  Pagan  and  Chriftian  mythology;  evea 
condemn  it  in  terms,  as  if  the  Luiiad,  the  poem  which  of  all 
Other  modern  ones,  is  the  moft  unexceptionable  in  this,  were 
in  this  mixture  the  moft  egregioufly  unfufFerable  —  Befides, 
whatever  has  the  fandtion  of  the  celebrated  name  of  Voltaire 
will  be  remembered,  and  unlefs  circumftantially  refuted,  may 


€€ 


€4 


«« 


'^.firdrbook,  Jove  fummons  a  council  of 
the  Gods,  which  is  defcribed  at  great 
length,  for  no  eatthly  purpofe  but  to  fhe^ 
that  he  hvout^d  the  Portuguefe :  Bac- 
chus, on  the  other  hand,  declares  againd 
them  on  the  following;  account,  that  he 
himfelf  had  gained  immortal  glory  as 
•*  conqueror  of  India  ;  which  would  he 
**  eclipfcd  if  the  Indies  ftiould  be  conquered 
**  a:fecond  time  by  the  Portuguefe.  A 
•'  Moorifli  comthander  having  received 
'*  Gama  with  fmiles,  but  with  hatred  in 
**  his  heart,  the  poet  brings  down  Bacchus 
'*  from  heaven  to  confirm  the  Moor  in  his 
••  wicked  purpofes,  which  would  have  been 
**  perpetrated,  had  hot  Venus  interpofed  in 
*<  Gama's  behalf.  In  the  fecond  canto 
**  Bacchus  feigns  himfelf  to  be  a  Chriflian, 
*'  in  order  to  deceive  the  Portuguefe,  but 
•*  Venus  implores  her  father  Jupiter  to  pro- 
^  tea  them." 

Suqh  is  the  view  of  the  Lufiad  given  by  a 
profeiled  Critic.  It  is  impoffible  to  make 
any  remark  on  it  without  giving  offence  to 
Falfe  Delicacy.  But  to  that  goddefs  the 
Tranflator  of  the  injured  Camocns  will  offer 
no  facrifice.  What  ignorance  of  the  Epic 
poem,  unpardonable  in  a  profeffed  didator 
in  critidun,  does  the  whole  of  it  betray  I 
Lucan  has  been  feverely  cenfured  by  the 
greatefl  of  ancient  and  modern  critics,  for 
the  want  of  poetical  cloathing  or  alIegory« 
But  we  have  already  been  explicit  on  that 
aUegQrical  perfonification  in  which  the  true 
Ipirit  of  poetry  exifts.  In  this  manner 
Virgil  and  Homer  condud  their  poems. 
I^Seefhe  noft,  p.  267.)  But  our  critic  per- 
ceives nothing  of  this  kind  in  Camoens. 
Though  the  whole  conduft  of  the  Lufiad 
depends  upon  the  council  held  by  Jove,  upon 
the  allegorical  parts  taken  by  the  perfonages^ 

Her  fpreadiag  honours  thus  the  one  infpir^d, 
And  one  the  dread  t6  lofe  his  worfhip  fir*d— « 

«i.d  though  this  allegory  is  finely  fuflained 


throughout  the  whole  poem,  where  Celeftial 
Love  IS  ever  mindful  fSie  B.  9.)  that  Jove  or 
fate  had  decreed  her  altars  fhould  be  reared 
in  confequence  of  the  fuccefs  of  her  heroes  ; 
though  all  this  is  truly  Homeric,  is  what  the 
world  ever  eHeemed  the  true  Epic  condufl, 
our  critic  can  fee  no  earthly  purpofe  in  the 
council  of  Jove,  but  to  fhew  that  he  favour- 
ed the  Luiians ;  no  reafon  for  the  oppofition 
of  Bacchus,  but  that  he  had  been  conqueror 
of  India,  and  was  averfe  it  fhould  be  coa- 
quered  a  fecond  time.  In  the  fame  igno- 
rance of  the  £pic  conduA  is  the  'vacant  ac- 
count of  Bacchus  and  the  Moor.  But  let 
our  critic  be  told,  that  through  the  fides  of 
Ckmoens,  if  his  blow  will  avail,  he  has 
murdered  both  Homer  and  Virgil.  What 
condemns  Bacchus  and  the  Moof,  condemns 
the  part  of  Juno  in  the  Eneid,  and  every 
interpofition  of  Juno  and  Neptune  in  Ho- 
mer. To  make  the  Lufians  believe  that 
Mombaifa  was  inhabited  by  Chriftians,  the 
Moors  took  the  AmbafTadors  of  Gama  to  a 
houfe,  where  they  fhewed  them  a  Chriflian 
altar.  This  is  hiflory.  Camoens,  in  the 
true  fpirit  of  the  Epic  poetry,  afcribes  this 
appearance  to  the  illuflon  of  Bacchus.  Hecf 
tor  and  Tumus  are  both  thus  deceived. 
And  Bacchus,  as  already  proved,  was  ef^ 
teemed  a  fallen  angel  when  our  poet  wrote- 
Nor  are  the  ancients  alone  thus  reprobated 
in  the  fentence  paffed  upon  Camoens.  If 
his  machinery  mud  be  condemned,  with, 
what  accumulated  weight  mufl  his  fentence 
fall  upon  the  greateft  of  our  modern  poets! 
But  the  myflery  is  eafily  explained :  There 
are  a  race  of  Critics,  who  cannot  perceive 
the  noble  profopopceia  of  Milton's  angels, 
who  would  reduce  a  Virgil  to  a  Lucan,  a 
Camoens  to  a  mere  hillorian  \  who  would 
flrip  poetry  of  all  her  ornaments,  becaufe 
they  cannot  fee  them,  of  all  her  pailions, 
becaufe  they  cannot  feel  them  ;  in  a  word», 
who  would  leave  her  nothing  but  the  neat<!^ 
nefs,.  the  cadence,,  and  tinkle  of  verfe*. 


one 
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one  time  perhaps  *  be  appealed  to,  as  decifive,  in  the  contro- 
verfies  of  literary  -f*  merit. 

Other  views  of  the  conduft  of  the  Lufiad  now  offer  them- 
felves.  Befides  the  above  remarks,  many  obfervations  on  the 
machinery  and  poetical  condud:,  arc  in  their  proper"  places 
fcattered  throughout  the  notes.     The  exuberant  exclamations 


•  Voltaire's  defcription  of  the  apparitioa 
Bear  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  is  juft  as 
ivide  of  the  original  as  bombaft  is  from 
the  true  fublime ;  yet  it  has  been  cited  by 
feveral  writers.  In  Camoens  a  dark  cloud 
hovers  over  the  fleet,  a  tremendous  noife  is 
heard,  Gama  exclaims  in  amazement,  and 
the  apparition  appears  in  the  air. 


fifing  thro*  the  darkened  air, 


Appaird  we  faw  an  hideous  Phantom  glare.— 

Every  part  of  the  deicription  in  Camoens  is 
fublime  and  nobly  adapted  for  the  pencil. 
In  Voltaire's  lad  edition,  the  paflage  is  thus 
rendered  —  **  C^eft  une  fantome^  que  Pele^ve 
—it  is  a  phantome  which  rifes  from  the 
bottom  of  the  fea  ;  his  head  touches  the 
clouds ;  the  tempers,  the  winds,  the  thun- 
ders are  around  him,  his  arms  are  firetched 
afar  over  the  furface  of  the  waters'* — Yet 
not  one  pi£lurefque  idea  of  this  is  in  the 
Original.  If  the  phantom's  arms  arc  flretch- 
ied   upon   the  furface  of  the  waters,    his 
fhoulders,  and  his  head  which  touches  the 
clouds,  muft  only  be  above  the  tide.     Yet, 
though  this  imagcrie,  with  tern  pells,  winds 
and  thunders  hartging  around  him,  would  be 
truly  abfurd  upon  canvas,  a  celebrated  Ita- 
lian writer  has  not  only  cited  Voltaire's  dc- 
iciption,  as  that  of  the  Original,  but  has 
mended  that  of  the  Frenchman  by  a  Uroke 
of  his  own.     The  feet  of  the  Phantom,  fays 
Signer  Algarotti^  are  in  the  unfathomable 
abyfs  of  the  fea."  (See  hit  treatife  en  iVIp«u;* 
tot^s    Theory   of  Light    and  Colours)    And 
certainly,  if  his  {boulders  and  head  reached 
•from  the  furface  of  the  waters  to  the  clouds, 
the  length  which  the  Signor  has  given  to  his 
parts  under  the  water  was  no  bad  calculation. 
Nor  is  Algarotti  the  only  abfurd  retailer  of 


Voltaire's  mifreprefentadons.  An  Eoglifli 
Traveller,  who  lately  publifhed  an  accoaat 
of  Spain  and  Portugal,  has  quite  compleated 
the  figure.  **  Set  bras  pttendent  au  loin  fur 
la  furface  des  eaux^  iays  Voltaire ;  and  our 
Traveller  thus  tranflates  it.  His  arms  extend 
over  the  njubole  furface  of  the  waters."  And 
thus  the  burlefque  painter  is  famiihed  with 
the  fineft  defign  imaginable  for  the  mock 
fublime.  A  figure  up  to  the  arm -pits  in 
the  water,  its  arms  extendin^^  over  the  nvbok 
furface  of  the  fea,  its  head  in  the  doud^^ 
and  its  feet  in  the  unfathomable  abyfs  of  the 
ocean!  Vtry  fine  indeed,  it  is  impoffible 
to  mend  it  farther.  Nor  is  our  Traveller's 
fpecimen  of  the  Portuguefe  literature  left 
happy.  He  nterj  candidly^  and  nvith  mueb 
kno-wledge  of  bis  fubjeQ^  retails  feveral  of 
the  grois  mifreprefentations  and  falfities  of 
Vohaire ;  and  alfo  adds  a  little  blunder  or 
two  of  his  own  |.  And  though  this  Tra- 
veller could  not  perceive  ||  any  beauty  in  the 
epifode  of  the  fixth  Lufiad,  that  epiuxle  will 
not  yield  in  poetical  merit  to  all  the  tales 
of  Ncftor  in  Homer. 

f  As  we  have  paid  attention  to  the  ftric- 
tures  of  Voltaire,  fome  is  aUb  due  to  the 
praifes  which  he  beftows  on  the  Lufiad. 
Though  he  falfely  afierts  that  it  wants  con- 
ned^ion,  he  immediately  adds,  *'  T^nt  eela 
frowve  enfin^  que  Powvrage  eft  plnn  des  graK" 
des  beaufes-^This  only  proves,  in  fine,  that 
the  work  is  full  of  grand  beauties,  fince 
thefe  two  hundred  years  it  has  been  the  de- 
light of  an  inp;enious  nation."— The  fi^ion 
of  the  apparition,  he  owns,  will  pleafe  in 
.every  age  ;  and  of  the  epifode  of  Inez,  he 
fays,  iTj  a  fen  d*endroiis  dans  Virfile  fins 
attendrijfants  &  mieux  ecrits — There  are 
few  parts  of  Virgil  more  tender  or  better 
written."  ■ 


f  As  for  example,  Camoens,  he  fays,  was  born  in  1523,  whilfl  John  III.  reigned,  whoCe  foccefibr.  Boo 
Emmanuel,  fent  Vafco  dc  Gama  on  thr  difcovery  of  India."  But  this  is  juft  the  fame  as  if  a  Poitugueie 
fhould  ^Yt  his  country  men  an  account  of  England,  and  tell  them  that  George  I.  ww  fuccceded  by  C^eco 
Anne ;  and  that  Shakcfpcare  was  Lorn  in  the  reign  Of  King  James.' 

g  He  thus  ivUtihf  ridicules  it :  A  uie  is  told  as  bovf  twelve  Portttgncie  went  to  England,  ftc. 

of 
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of  Camoens  are  there  defended.  Here  let  it  only  be  added, 
that  the  unity  of  adion  is  not  interrupted  by  thefe  Parentheies, 
and  that  if  Milton's  beautiful  complaint  of  his  blindnefs  be 
not  ^n  imitatipn  of  them,  it  is  in  the  fame  manner  and  ipirit. 
Nor  will  we  fcruple  to  pronounce  that  fuch  addreffes  to  the 
Mufe  would  have  been  admired  in  Homer,  are  an  intereflinjg^ 
improvenient  on  the  Epopoeia,  and  will  certainly  be  imitated 
if  ever  the  world  fhall  behold  another  real  Epic  poem. 

The  Lufiad,  fays  Vcrftaire,  contains  a  fort  of  Epic  poetry  un^ 
ieard  of  Before.  No  heroes  are  wounded  a  tboufand  different 
inaysy  no  woman  enticed  ofway  and  the  world  overturned  for 
ber  caufe. — But  the  very  want  of  thefe,  in  place  of  fupporting 
the  objedfeion  intended  by  Voltaire,,  points  out  the  happy  judg* 
ment  and  peculiar  exceUenccf  of  Camoem.  If  Homer  has  given 
us  all  the  fire  and  hurry  of  bettles,^  he  has  alfo  given  us  all  the 
uniatereiling  tirefome  detail.  What  reader  but  muft  be  tired 
with  the  deaths  of  a  tboufand  heroes,  who  are  never  mentioned 
before  nor  afterwards  in  the  poem*  Yet  in  every  battle  we 
are  wearied  out  with  fuch  Gazette  returns  of  the  flain  and 
wounded 

'''Evda  r(v»  "tff^ToVy  rim  $^v(fjo[lov  iliBm^i^ev 
'^Exlcf)^  n^ioc[iiSYiCj  0T6  ol  Zevs  xv^og  e^cczev  ; 
^Acrcrouov  [ih  Tr^wra,  i^  Autovoov,  j^  'OTrmjv, 
Koit  AoAoTra  KkuliSriVy  i^  *O(pBXli0Vj  n^^  'AyeXoioVy 
Ai(rv[iy6v  t  fl^av  re>  jj  'Innovoov  f/L^v^xo^Py-W 
Tsf  oi^  oy  Yiy^inomQ  A«y«wy  €A€V  olvto^.^  i'weijot 

II.  Lib.  XL  lin.  299*. 
Thus  imitated  by  Virgil, 

Caedicus  Alcathoum  obtruncat,  Sacrator  Hydiafpem  : 
Partheniumq.ue  Rapo,  &  praedurum  viribus  OrHen  :. 
Meffapus  Cloniumque,  Lycaoniumque  Ericetem  : 
Ilium,  infrasnis  equi  lapfu'tellure  jaccntem ; 
Hunc,  peditem  pedes.     Et  Lycius  proceflcrat  Agis, 
Quem  tamen  baud  expers  Valerus  virtutis  avitse 
Dejecit :  Atronium  Salius  y  Saliumque  Ncalces 

iEn..l..  X.  747 •. 
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With  fuch  catalogues  is  every  battle  extended  i  and  what  can 
be  more  tirefome  than  fuch  unintercfting  defcriptions  and  their 
imitations!  If  the  idea  of  the  battle  be  raifed  by  fuch  eniiu- 
meration,  ftill  the  copy  and  original  are  fo  near  each  other^  that 
they  can  never  pleafe  in  two  feparate  poems.  Nor  are  the 
greater  pkrts  of  the  battles  of  the  Eneid  much  mofe  diftarit 
from  thofe  of  the  Iliad.  Though  Virgil  with  great  art  has  in- 
troduced a  Camilla,  a  Pallas,  and  a  Laufus,  ftill  in  maay  par- 
ticulars, and  in  the  axftion  upon  the  whole,  tliei'e  is  fuch  a 
famenefs  with  the  Iliad,  that  the  learned  reader  of  the  Eneid  is 
deprived  of  the  pleafure  infpired  by  originality.  K 'the  man  of 
tafte,  however,  will  be  pleafed  to  mark  how  the  genius  of  a 
Virgil  has  managed  a  war  after  a  Homer,  he  will  certainly  be 
tired  with  a  dozen  of  Epic  poems  in  the  fame  ftyle.  Where  the 
feige  of  a  town  and  battles  are  the  fubjed:  of  an  Epic,  there 
will  of  neceffity,  in  the  characters  and  circumftancfes,  be  a  re- 
femblance  to  Homer  \  and  fuch  poem  muft  therefore  want  ori- 
ginality. Happy  for  Taflb,  the  variation  of  manners,  and  his 
mafterly  fupcriority  over  Homer  in  defcribing  his  duels,  has 
given  his  Jerufalem  an  air  of  novelty.  Yet  with  all  the  dif- 
ference between  Chriftian  and  Pagan  heroes,  we  have  a  Priam, 
an  Agamamhon,  an  Achilles,  &c.  armies  ilaughtered,  and  a 
city  belieged.  In  a  word,  we  have  a  handfome  copy  of  the 
Iliad  in  the  Jerufalem  Delivered.  If  fome  imitations,  however, 
have  been  fuccefsful,  how  many  other  Epics  of  ancient  and 
modern  times  have  hurried  down  the  ftream  of  oblivion  !  Some 
of  their  authors  had  poetical  merit,  but  the  fault  was  in  the 
choice  of  their  fubjedts.  So  fully  is  the  ftrife  of  war  exhaufted 
by  Homer,  that  Virgil  and  Taflb  could  add  to  it  but  little 
novelty ;  no  wonder,  therefore,  that  fo  many  Epics  on  battles 
and  feiges  have  been  fuff^ered  to  fink  into  utter  negledt.  Ca- 
moens,  perhaps,  did  not  weigh  thefe  circumftances,  but  the 
ftrength  of  his  poetical  genius  directed  him.  He  could  not  but 
feel  what  it  was  to  read  Virgil  after  Homer ;  and  the  original 
turn  and  force  of  his  mind  led  him  from  the  beaten  trad:  of 
Helen's  and  Lavinia's,  Achilles's  and  Hcdior's,  feiges  and  flaugh- 
ters,  where  the  hero  hews  down  and  drives  to  flight  whole 
armies  with  his  own  fword.  Camoens  was  the  firft  who  wooed 
the  Modern  Epic  Mufe,  and  Ihe  gave  him  the  wreatji'-  of  a 
iirfl:  Lover :   A  fort  of  Epic  Poetry  unheard  of  before  ^    or,    as 

Voltaire 
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Voltaire  calls  it  in  his  laft  edition,  une  nouvelle  ejp^ce  d Epopee. 
And  the  grandefl  fubjed  it  is  (of  profane  hiftory)  which  the  world 
has  ever  beheld*.  A  voyage  efteemed  too  great  for  man  to  dare; 
the  adventures  of  this. voyage  through  unknown  oceans  deemed 
unnavigable;  the  Eaflern  World  happily  difcovered,  and  for  ever 
indifTolubly  joined  and  given  to  the  Weftcrn  ;  the  grand  Por- 
tuguefe  empire  in  the  Eaft  founded  \  the  humanization  of  man- 
kind and  univerfal  commerce  the  confequence !  What  are  the 
adventures  of  an  old  fabulous  hero's  arrival  in  Britain,  what  arc 
Greece  and  Latium  in  arms  for  a  woman,  compared  to  this ! 
Troy  i^  in  afhes,  and  even  the  Roman  empire  is  no  more. 
But  the  efFefts  of  the  voyage,  adventures,  and  bravery  of  the 
Hero  of  the  Lufiad,  will  be  felt  and  beheld,  and  perhaps  in- 
creafe  in  importance,  while  the  world  (hall  remain. 

Happy  in  his  choice,  happy  alfo  was  the  eenius  of  Camoens 
in  the  method  of  purfuing  his  fubjedt.  He  has  not,  like  Taflb, 
given  it  a  total  appearance  of  fi£lion ;  nor  has  he,  like  Lucan, 
excluded  allegory  and  poetical  machinery.  Whether  he  in- 
tended it  or  not,  for  his  genius  was  fufficient  to  fuggeft  its  pro- 
priety, the  judicious  precept  of  Petronius  is  the  model  of  the 
Luiiad.  That  elegant  writer  propofes  a  poem  on  the  civil  war; 
E^cce  Belli  Chilis^  fays  he,  ingens  opus—^ — Non  enim  res  gejia 
verfibus  comprehendenda  Junt  (quod  longi  melius  bijiorici  faciunt) 
fed  per  ambages  Deorumque  minijleria^  &  fabulofum  fententiarum 
tormentum  pracipitandus  eji  liber  Jpiritus :  ut  potius  furentis  animi 
vaticinatio  appareat,  quam  religiojhe  orationis  fub  tejlibus  fides— -^ 
No  poem,  ancient  or  modern,  merits  this  character  in  any  de- 
gree comparative  to  the  Lufiad.  A  truth  of  hiftory  is  preferved, 
yet,  what  is  improper  fpr  the  hiftorian,  the  miniftry  of  heaven 
is  employed,  and  the  free  fpirit  of  poetry  throws  itfelf  into 
fi<ftions,  which  makes  the  whole  appear  as  an  effufion  of  prophetic 

*  The  Drama  and  the  Epopceia  are  in  hanfted.    There  cannot  poflibly  be  io  im- 

nothing  fo  dlfierent  as  in  this :  The  fubjedb  portant  a  voyage  as  that  which  gave  the 

of  the  Drama  are  inexhauflible,   thofe  of  Kaftem  world  to  the  Weflern.  .  And  did 

the  Epopceia  are  perhaps  exhaofted.     He  even  the  (lory  of  Columbus  afford  materials 

who  chules  war  and  the  warlike  charaders,  equal  to  that  of  Gama,  the  adventures  of 

cannot  aj^ar  as  an  original.    It  was  well  *  the  hero,  and  the  view  of  the  extent  of  his 

for  die  memory  of  Pope,  that  he  did  not  difcoveries,  mud  now  appear  as  (ervile  copies 

write  the  Epic  poem  he  intended.    It  would  of  the  Luiiad.    The  view  of  Spaniih  Ame- 

have  been  only  a  copy  of  Virgil.    Camoent  rica»  given  in  t\it  Auracanoy  is  not  only  a 

and  Milton  have  been  happy  in  the  novelty  mere  copy,  bnt  is  introduced  even  by  the 

of  their  fnbjeds ;  and  thefe  they  have  ex*  very  machinery  of  Camoens. 

u  fury. 
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fury,  and  not  like  a  rigid  detail  of  fails  given  under  the  fanftion 
of  witneffes.  Contrary  to  Lucan,  who,  in  the  above  rules 
drawn  from  the  nature  of  poetry jj  is  feverely  cendemned  by  Pc- 
tronius,  Canioens  condufts  his  poem  per  ambages  Deorumfue- 
fmnijieria.  The  apparition,,  which  in  the  night  hovers  athwart' 
the  fleet  near  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  is  the  grandeft  fiftion 
in  human  compofition  ;  the  inventicm  his  own  !  In  the  Iflaad 
of  Venus,  the  ufe  of  which  fidtion  in  an  Epic  poem  is  alfo  his 
own,  he  has  given  the  compleiteft  aflemblage  of  all  the  flowers- 
which  have  ever  adorned  the  bowers  of  love.  And  never  was" 
the  Jurentis  animi  vaticination  mort  confpicuoufly  difplayed  than 
in  the  prophetic  fong,  the  view  of  the  fpheres,  and  of  the 
globe  ot  the  earth,  Taflfo's  imitation  of  the  Ifland  of  Venus  is 
not  ?qual  to  the  original ;  and  though  *^  Virgil's  myrtles  *  drop- 
ping blood  are  nothing  to  Taflb's  inchanted  foreft,"  wh^t  are  all 
Ifmeno's  inchantments  to  the  grandeur  and  horror  of  the  ap- 
pearance, prophecy,  and  evaniftimcnt  of  the  fpeftre  of  Ca-. 
moens !  J— It  has  been  long  agreed  among  the  critics,  that  the 
folemnity  of  religious  obfervances  gives  great  dignity  to  the  hif- 
torical  narrative  of  the  Epopceia.  Camoens,  in  the  embarka- 
tion ctf  the  fleet,  and  in  feveral  other  places,  is  peculiarly  happy 
hi  the  dignity  of  religions  aHufions.  Manners  and  charadber  are 
alfo  required  in  the  Epic  poem.  But  all  the  Epics  which  have 
appeared,  are,  except  two,  mere  copies  of  the  Iliad  in  thefe* 
Every  one  has  its  Agamemnon^  Achilles,  Ajax,  and  UlyflTes, 
its  calm,  furious,  grofs  and  intelligent  hero.  Camoens  and 
Milton  happily  left  this  beaten  traift,  this  exhaufted  field,  and 
havt  given  us  pidlures  of  manners  unknown  in  the  Iliad,  the 
Eneid,  and  all  thofe  poems  which  may  be  claflcd  with  the 
Thebaid.  The  Lufiad  abounds  with  pidtures  of  manners,,  from 
thojfe  of  the  higheft  chivalry,  to  thofe  of  tlie  rudeft,  fierccft„  and 
mofl  innocent  barbarifm.  In  the  fifth,  fixth,  and  ninth  books,. 
Leonardo  and  Velofo  are  painted  in  ftronger  colours  than  any 
of  the  inferior  characters  in  Virgil.  But  ftriking  charafter,  in- 
deed, is  not  the  excellence  of  the  Eneid.     That  of  Monzaida^ 

*  See  Letters  on  Chivalry  and  Romtace.  ^  irctiting  their  nuvmurs  upott  the  hetA 

X  The  Lttfiad  is  alfo  rendered  poedad  by  whm  Gaina  fets  TaiU  difplay  the  ricboefe 

ether  fictions.    The  ^gaiit  fatyr  on  kinff  of  ^our  Author's  poedeol  geniosy   and  ait 

Sebaftian,  udder  the  name  of  Adeon ;  aaS  not  inferior  to  any  thing  of  the  ksad  is 

the  profopopceia  of  the  p^>iilace  of  f  orti^  the  Claffics* 

the 
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tbe  Jriend  t>f:\.GttmB^   is  much*  fitpeiior  to  th*t  of  Achitts. 
The  bafe,  felfiifh,  perfidioas  und  oniel  chandsrs  of  ih^  Zz-^ 

morim  and  the  Moors,  are  painted  in  the  ftrongeft  colours ; 
and  the  charadef  of  Gaina  liimielf,  is  that  of  the  finiflied 
hero.  His  cool  command  of  his  pafTions,  his  deep  fagacity, 
his  fixed  intrepidity^  has  tenderacfe  of  heart,  his  manly  piety, 
and  his  high  enthufiafm  in  the  love  cf  hi6  country,  are  all 
difplayed  in  the  fuperlatiive  degnee«  ■  i  ■■  Let  him  who  ob- 
jeds  the  want  xy£  charader  to  she  Jjuftad,  hewkre  left  he 
ftumble  upon  its  praife  ;  left  he  only  fay,  it  wants  an  Achilles, 
a  Hedlor,  and  a  rriam.  And  to  the  novelty  of  the  manners 
of  the  Luliad  let  the  novelty  of  iire-arms  alfb  be  added.  It 
has  been  faid,  that  the  buclcler,  the  bow,  and  the  fpear,  muft 
continue  the  arms  of  poetry.  Yet,  however  unfucceisful  others 
may  have  been,  Camoens  has  proved  tkat  ifir^-^arins  may  be 
introduced  with  the  greateft  digmty  and  £neft  cfk&  in  the 
Epic  Poem. 

As  the  grand  intereft  of  commerce  and  q£  mankiod  forms  the 
fubjed  of  the  Loiiad,  fo  with  great  propriety,  as  aeceffary  ac- 
companyments  to  the  voyage  of  hisHero^  the  Author  has  given 
poetical  pictures  of  the  four  parts  of  the  world.  In  the  third 
book,  a  view  of  Europe ;  in  the  fifth,  a  view  of  Africa ;  and  in 
the  tenth,  a  pidlure  of  Afia  and  America.  Homer  and  Virgil 
have  been  highly  praifed  for  their  judgment  in  the  choice  of 
fubjeds  which  interefted  their  countrymen,  and  Statius  has 
been  as  fevcrely  condemned  for  his  uninterefting  choice.  But 
though  the  fubjeA  of  Camoens  l^e  particularly  interefting  to  his 
countrymen,  it  has  alfo  the  peculiar  happinefs  to  be  the  Poem 
of  every  trading  nation.  It  is  the  Epic  Poem  of  the  Birth  of 
Commerce.  And  in  a  particular  .manner  the  Epic  Poem  of 
whatever  country  has  the  controul  and  pofTeilion  of  the  com- 
merce of  India. 

An  unexhaufted  Fertility  and  variety  of  poetical  defcription, 
an  unexhaufted  elevation  oif  Tehftiment,  and  a  con  ft  ant  tenor  of 
the  grand  finiplicity  of  didtiob,  complete  the  charadler  of  the 
Lufiad  of  Camoens  :  A  poem  which,  though  it  has  hitherto  re- 
ceived from  the  public  liioft  unmertted  negkdt,  and  from  the 
critics  moft  flagrant  .injuftitni,  was.  yet  better  vunderftoodhy  the 
greateft  poet  pf  Italy.  Taflb  novsr  :did  his  judgment  more 
credit,  than  when  he  confefled  that  he  dreaded  Camoens  as  a 

u  2  rival. 
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rival;  or  his  generofity  more  honour^  than  when  he  addrdfied  , 
this  elegant  Sonnet  to  the  Hero  of  the  Lufiad  : 

S    O    N    N    E    T    T    O. 

-  Vafco,  le  Cui  feltci>  arditft  antcnnc 
In  contro  aV  fol,  che  nc  riporta  il  giorno 
Spiegar  le  vele,  e  fer  cola  ritorno. 
Dove  egli  par  che  di  cadere  accenne : 

Non  piu  di  te  per  afpro  mar  foftenne 
Quel,  che  fece  al  Ciclope  oltraggio,  e  fcorno : 
Ne  chi  turb6  TArpie  nel  fuo  foggiornp, 
Ne  di^  piu  bel  foggetto  a  coke  penne. 

Et  hor  quella  del  colto>  e  buon'  Luigi, 
Tant*  oltre  ftende  il  gloriofb  volo 
Che  i  tuoi  fpalmati  legni  andar  men  lunge. 
Ond'  a  quelli,  a  cui  s'alza  il  noftro  polo, 
Et  a  chi  ferma  in  contra  i  fuoi  veftigi. 
Per  lui  del  corfb  tuo  la  fama  aggiunge. 

SONNET. 

Vafco>  whofe  bold  and  happy  bowfprit  bore 
Againft  the  rifing  morn ;  and,  homeward  fraught, 
Whofe  fails  came  weftward  with  the  day,  and  brought 
The  wealth  of  India  to  thy  native  (hore  : 

Ne*er  did  the  Greek  fuch  length  of  feas  explore : 
The  Greek,  who  forrow  to  the  Cyclop  wrought. 
And  he,  who,  Viftor,  with  the  Harpies  fought. 
Never  fuch  pomp  of  naval  honours  wore. 

Great  as  thou  art,  and  peerlefs  in  renown. 
Yet  thou  to  Camoens  ow'ftthy  noblcft  fame; 
Farther  than  thou  didft  fail,  his  deathlefs  fonjg 
Shall  bear  the  dazzling  fplendor  of  thy  name  i 
And  under  many  a  fky  thy  adtions  crown. 
While  Tioie  and  Fame  together  glide  along.. 

It 
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^-  It  only \ren|ainrS  to^ive  fomc  account  of  the  Veriion  of  the 
Luiiad,  which  is  now- offered  to  the  Public.  Befides  the  Tran- 
flations  mentioned  in  the  life  of  Catnoens^  M.  Duperron  Dd 
Caftera,  in  1735^  gave  in  French  profe  a  loofe  unpoetical 
paraphrafe  *  of  the  Lufiad.  Nor  does  Sir  Richard  Fanfliav/s 
Englifh  verfion,  publiihedduringthe  ufurpation  of  Cromwell, 
merit  a  better  character.  Though  ftanza  be  rendered  for  flanza^ 
though  at  firft  view  it  has  the  appearance  of  being  exceedingly 
literal,  this  verfion  Is  nevertheless  exceedingly  unfaithful.  Un* 
countenanced  by  his  original,  Fanfhaw 


teems  with  many  a  dead-born  jeft  "f-. 


Nor  had  he  the  leaft  idea  of  the  dignity  of  the  Epic  J  ftyle, 
or  of  the  true  fpirit  of  poetical  tranflation.  For  this,  indeed, 
no  definite  rule  can  be  given.  The  Tranflator*s  feelings  alone 
muft  diredt  him,  for  the  fpirit  of  poetry  is  fure  to  evaporate 
in  literal  tranflation. 

Literal  tranflation  of  poetry  is  in  reality  a  folecifm.  You 
may  conftrue  your  author,  indeed,  but  if  with  fome  Tranflators 
you  boaft  that  you  have  left  your  author  to  fpeak  for  himfelf. 


*  Caflera  was  every  way  unequal  to  his 
taik.  He  did  not  perceive  ms  antdor's 
beauties.  He  either  fapprefles  or  lowers  the 
moft  poetical  pafTages^  smd  fubftttntes  French 
tinfel  and  impertinence  in,  their  place.  lo 
the  neceiTary  illuilradpns  in  the  notes*  the 
citations  fron>  CaftenL  will,  vindicate  this 
chara&r. 

t  Pope,  Odyff;  xx; 

X  Richard  Fan(haw»  Efq;  afterwards  Sir 
Richard,  was  Englifh  Ambafiador  both  at 
Madrid  and  Liibon.  He  had  a  tafte  for 
litetotttK,  and  tranflated  horn  the  Italian 
feveral  pieces,  which  were  of  fervioe  in  the 
refinement  of  our  poetry.  Though  his  Lu- 
iiad,  by  the  dedication  of  it  to  JVillsam 
'Eaalof  Siraffordy  dated  May  u  ^6$^^  ieems 
as  pttbliflied  by  himfelf,  we  are  told  by  the 
Editor  of  his  Letters,  that  <<  during  the 
**  unfettled  times  of  our  Anarchy ^  fome  of 
^<  hb  MSS.  fklling  by  misfbrtune  into  un- 
**  (killful  hands,  were  printed  and  publifhed 
"  without  his  confent  or  knowledge,  and 
<*  before  he  could  riVe  them  his  laft  finiflr- 
**  ing  ftrokes :  Such  wa#  his  tranflation  of 
<^  the  Lufiads:^ 


The  great  refpeA  due  to  the  memory  of 
a  j;entleman,  who,  in  the  unpropitious  age 
of  a  Cromwell,  endeavoured  to  cultivate 
the  Bnglifli  Mufes,.  and  the  acknowledge* 
ment  of  his  friend,  that  his  Lufiad  received 
not  his  finiihing  ftrokes,  mav  feem  to  de- 
mand that  a  ven  ftiould  be  tnrown  over  its 
faults.  And  not  a  blemiih  fliould  have  been 
pointed  out  by  the  prefentTranflator,  if  the 
reputation  of  Camoens  were  unconcerned, 
and  if  it  were  not  a  duty  he  owed  his  reader, 
to  give  a  fpedmen  of  the  former  tranflation. 
We  have  proved  that  Voltaire  read  and  drew 
his  opimon  of  the  Luiiad  from. Fan fliaw* 
And  Rapin  moft  probabl]^  drew  his  from 
the  fame  fource.  Perfpicnity.  is  the  charac- 
teriftic  of  Camoens;  >et  Rapin  fays,  his 
verfes  are  fo  obfcore  they  appear  like  mvf- 
teriesk  Faafliaw  is  indeed  fo  obfcure,  th&C 
in  dipping  into  htm,  into  parts  which  he 
had  even  then  tianflated,  the  pitfent  Tran« 
flator  has  often  been  obliged  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  the  Portueuefe,  to  difcover  hit 
meaning.  Sancho  Panza  was  not  fonder 
of  proverbs%    He  has  thrufi  many  into  his 

verfion. 
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that  you  h^ve  tieither  added  nor  difhiaiihed^'  yxmhaye  ih  ceality 
grofsly  abufed  hiiki,  and  deceived  yburielf.  Your  literal  tranfla^ 
tion  can  h%ve  no  claim  to  the  original  felicities  of  eocpreflion; 
the  energy,  elcg&nce,  and  fire  of  the  original  poetry.  It  may 
b^r  indeed  a  refemblance,  but  fuch  a  one  as  a  corps  in  th^ 
ftpulchre  bears  to  the  former  man  when  he  moved  in  the  bloom 
^nd  vigour  of  life. 

Nee  verbum  verba  curabh  reddere^JUw 
Interpres  ■ 

was  the  tafte  of  the  Auguftan  age.  None  but  a  Poet  can  tran- 
flate  a  Poet.  The  freedom  which  this  precept  gives»  will, 
therefore,  in  a  poet's  hands,  not  only  infufe  the  energy,  ele- 
gance, and  fire  of  his  author's  poetry  into  his  own  verfion,  but 
will  give  it  alfo  the  fpirit  of  an  original. 

He  who  can  conilrue  may  perform  all  that  is  claimed  by  the 
literal  Tranflator.  He  who  attempts  the  manner  of  tranflation 
prefcribed  by  Horace,  ventures  upon  a  tafk  of  genius.  Yet 
however  daring  the  undertaking,  and  however  he  may  have 
failed  in  it,  the  Tranflator  acknowledges,  that  in  this  fpirit  he 
endeavoured  to  give  the  Lufiai  in  Englifli.  Even  farther  liber- 
ties in  one  or  two  inflances  feemed  to  him  advantageous——— 

verfion.    He  can  never  have  enough  of  con*  And  the  ftppearanoe  of  Indians  in  caaoct 

celts,  low  allafions,  and  expre(&ons. ,  When  approaching  the  fleet,  it  the  very  next  de* 

gathering  of' flowers,  "  a$  hniuat  apan-  fcnption  which  occurs  ; 
bandof^^  IS  Amply  mentioned  .(C.  9.  ft.  24.} 

he  gives  it,  gathcr'JJlo-wtr,  iy  fuis.    And        IZ^tf'^^^S^^^L*^^^^  ""*''  °**' 

*uJi^a:»^  oZ.^i^w^t-:^  ^.r^jL^^^nZ/n  6  ii  ^.  \         Unto  the  contintnt,  Btnoia  1  ttumoer 
the  IndianRegcntiBavanaoas<C.8.ft.9sO       onittkB«it»hi<xiiip«iiie»pi«r. 

Mainittg  a  betttr  fenmf  thnu  U  ggf,  *  Which  (cUpptng  all  wingi  on)  the  long  Sea  fiinder4 

^^^ 1      r  AL  i-   L-.        1 .-t.  J         The  men  arc  rapt  with  joy,  and,  «rlth  the  tfktcr 

Bat  taiough  of  *hefe  h^vc  already  appeared        £j,cc6  of  It,  can  only  liok.  and  wonder. 

m  the  notes.-    It  is  ncceflary  nriw  to  give  a  What  nation's  this,  (vfrithin  thcmfelvcs  tBey  fayj 

few  of  his  ftanzas  entire,  that  the  reader  What  rites,  what  laws,  what  king  do  they  olicyf 

may  form  an  idea  of  the  manner  ahd  fpirit  _  .        .      .       ,  .          . ,  ^ 

of  th^  old  tranflation.    ^Icyf'MH  tve  (&eft  S^^fro*^ 

the  fpecitnens.     The  hobfe  attittldtof  Mars  Anithnthn'dfmmrikerats*.   Thoikyles,  of  mat 

in  the  frrft  bdok,  is  the'flrit  RrtkftJff  defiirip-  Made  of  palm-lcavcs,  wove  euHoufly  and  flrong. 

tion  in  the  poem,  and  is  thos  rendered  }  *^He  m^s  eomtylcaibn,  the  ftlMame'>*ith  that 

Hb%  KaTC  the  earth*^  bttrac  paft&(ffomfii<eaTc^flang) 

Lifting  a  littie  up  his  Hdraet-flgbt  Who  was  more  brave  than  wUe;  That  this  is  utia 

(  Twas  adamant;  with  confidence  enough,  The  Po  doth  kfow  and  i4uapetaia  1*0. 

To  give  his  vote  htmfelf  ho  placed  right  -            ,            *n»      *       1  ■!     t           .. 

Before  the  throne  of  Jove,  ann'd,valia»i,toitehi  **  maybe  nec^iTary  to  add,  the  verfioa 

And  (giving  v  ith  the  butt-end  of  his  pyk«  of  Fantbaw,^  though  the  Liifiad^  vtrf  parti. 

A  great  thump  on  the  floor  of  purtft  ftuffe^  cularly  requires  them,    was  given  to  the 

The  heaveni  did  tremble,  and  Apollo^s  light  Public  withoot  one  note. 
It  went,  and  came,  like  colour  in  a  fright. 

«  Not Jn  the  Original.  But 
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But  a  mittutenefs  *  in  the  mention  of  thcfe  will  not  appear  with 
9  good  grace  iii  the  firft  (pf  rfiaps  laft)  Edition  of  his  work : 
And  the  original  is  in  the  hands  of  the  world* 
•  Though  unwilling  ta  enter  into  the  coritroverfy  on  the 
fuperiority  of  blank  ycrfe  or  rhyme,  as  the  Tranflator  has 
chofen   the  latter,    he  prefumes  it  may  not  be  improper   to 

offer   to   the  Reader   the   reafons  which  directed  his  choice* 

*      »  » 

But  he  gives  them  not  a«  dccifive^     He  only  confefles,  that 
futh  is  his  tafte— 4— Irt  'ShaWefpiearey    and  in  the  beft  parts 


of  Otway  and  Southern,  the  Englifli  blank  verfe  appears  in 
great  perfedlion  ahd  propriety.  Sut  this  is  of  the  Iambic  or 
Dramatic  kind,  a  kind  very  different  from  the  Heroic. 
This,  if  not  attainable,  has  never  yet  in  perfeftion  been  at- 
tained irf  the  EngK(h  language;  for  certain  it  is,  that  in  Milton^ 
and  every  other  writer  of  heroic  blank  verfe,  almoft  every  four 
or  five  lines  are  interrupted  with  other  two  or  three,  which  are 
abfoliite  profe.  Every  objeftion  againft  rhyme  recurs  with  ac- 
cumulated charge  againfl  blank  heroics.  The  monotony  of  the 
Night  Thoujghts,  The  ScafonS|  and  of  Leonidas,  is  infinitely 


*  Som6  liberties  of  a  Jefs  poedd^l  kindi 
however,  reouire  •  to  ht  mentioned*  In 
HMier  ^pd•fHr|p^•  Ufbr^f  ^ai^  wacnpsff, 
Djyden  vid  pope  Jiavb  omitted  feversU 
names  which  would  have  rendered  Englift 
ver&iicalion  doH  and  drefomt.  *  Sererd  a}« 
kfions  to  ancient  hiftory  and  fable  have  for. 
this  re^fbn  been  abridged.  *c.  ^.  in  the  prater 
of  GaauL  (Book  6~.)  the  mentiatt  of  Plul'j 
"  thou  who  deUveredll  Paul  ayd  defendedil 
him  from  quickfs^nds  and  wild  .waves— 

Dasfiyrtei  artnofas  ^  ttndas  fyai''''-^* 

is  omitted.    However  excellent  in  the  ori- 

Sinai,  the  prayer  in  Engliih,  fuch'  is  die 
iffevence  of  languages.  wo«M  lp<e  both  its. 
dignity  and  ai^or,  if  bartbeped  wicfai  a 
farther  enumeratiQn.  Nor  let  the  critic,  if 
lie  find  the  meaning  of  Camoens  in  fi>me- 
inftances  altesed,  ifnag^ne  diat  he  has 
found  a  blunder  in  the  .Tranflator.  Ue 
who  chufes  to  fee  a  (light  alteration  of  this 
kind,  will  find  an  inftance,.  which  will  give 
him  an  idea  of  others,  in  Can.  S.  ft.  4S« 
and  another  in  Can.  7.  ft.  41.  It  was  not 
10  gratify  the  dull  few^  whole  gmteft  plrnr 


fure  in  reading  a  tranflation  is  to  fee  what 
the  author  -exa^Uy  ikys ;  it  was  to  stve  a 
poem  that  might  live  in  die  Engli£.  laiN 
guage  which  was  the  ambition  of  Die  Tran- 
flator. And  for  the  fame  reaiba,.  he  has 
ndt  <:onfi6ed  tdn^felf  to  the  Portugoefe  or 
Spaniih  j>ronundation  of  proper  names.  It 
is  ingenionfiy  obferved  in  the  Rambler,  that 
Milt9»»  by  the  introdiidtioo  of  proper 
names,  om»  gives  great  dignity  to  nis 
verfe.  Regardkfs  therefore  of  Spanifh  pro- 
nuttdatioo,  the  Tranflator  has  accented 
Granada,  Eyora,.  &c.  in  the  manner  wliick 
feemed  to  him  to  give  moft  diniity  to  Eng* 
lifh  verfification.  In  the  word  Smla  he  haa 
even  rejeded  the  aothority  of  Milton,  fuid 
followed  the  more  fonqpxNis-  uiage  of  F^in-^ 
fhaw.  Thus  Sir  Richard :  ««  jgainft  ^^ 
fiiUCs  h^uer^d  fmru^^  And  thos  Nfiiton  r. 
"  And  Wah  thought  Qphlr-^''  Which 
is  the  moft  fonorous  theie  can.  be  no  difpute*. 
If  die  Xranflator,  however,  is  found  to  have 
tmi^afled  ajpunft  good  tafte  in  thefe  libeiv 
ties  in  the  pronunciation  of  proper  names,, 
he  will  be  ytrj  willing  to  acknowledge  and' 
coQrCdt  his.eriar.. 

mort 
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more  tirefome  than  the  famenefs  of  Dryden  and  Pope.  Unna-* 
tural  diftorti6n  of  language 'fceniS  peculiaF  to  Matik  verfe.  Iifis 
therefore  a  fure  memod  to  fpoil  the  ftyle  and  cxpretficin  of 
youth,  who,  by  the.  way,  are  generally  its  warmeft  advocates. 
That  rhyme  makes  the  poet  Mralk  ih  (hackles  is  denied.  He 
that  feels  it  fo,  is  forbidden  by  nature  to  ^rite  in  verfe ;  and 
kt  him  obey  the  admonitiont  and  prefume  not  to  di£bate  to 
others  from  his  own  feelings— -—Every  advantage  of  imitative 
harmony,  of  running  the  lines  into  each  other,  is  enjoyed  by 
rhyme  in  as  high  a  degree  as  blank  verib«  Other  arguments  in 
favour  of  rhyme,  are  rounded  on  the  nature  of  our  ki^guage  : 
The  repetition  of  found,  unlefs  murdered  indeed  in  the  reading, 
produces^  a  ^ort  reft ;  and  this  reft  fixes  the  nunrieroufnefs  of 
the  ten  fyllables,  which  in  blank  heroics,  when  the  lines 
run*  into  each  other,  is  often  totally  loft.  For  the  eaf  feldoto 
perceives,  in  this  caie,  where  the  harmony  of  the  line  ends, 
and  thence  it  neceffarily '  becomes  profaic,  and  is  therefore 
contrary  to  the  genius  of  our  language^  And  the  numerbuf-* 
nefs  thus  produced  by  repetition  of  found  leads  even  to'a  greater 
advantage.  Rhyme  admits  and  delights  in  the  moft  elegant 
eafe  both  of  the  natural  fimplicity  and  force  of  exprcffion.  But 
blank  heroics,  alas !  —  Yet,  peace  to  its  admirers.  Thefe  ob- 
fervations  are  not  obtruded  as  criticifms,  they  are  only  offered 
as  the  reafons  which  induced  the  Tranflator  to  give  the  Engliih 
Lufiad  that  drcfs,  in  which  he  has  prefented  it  to  the  Public. 
.  To  his  Subfcribers  the  Tranflator  begs  leave  to  offer  his  moft 
grateful  acknowledgements  of  the  honour  they  have  done  him. 
If  the  time  of  his  publication  exceed  the  period  he  at  firft  ptb- 
pofed^  the  idea  he  then  conceived,  and  nis  fropofaUy  are  alfo 
much  exceeded  by  the  Introdudlion  and  Notes  wnich*  he  found 
neceftary  to  give.  As  he  advanced  in  his  undertaking,  hew 
views  opened  upon  him,  and  to  render  his  work  as  uieful  and  las 
complete  as  he  poflibly  could,  was  his  firft  care.  Nor  is  his 
thanks  alone  due  to  his  Subfcribers  in  general.  Many  of  the 
moft  refpeftable  names  have,  honoured  his  Lufiad  with  theh: 
countenance^  and  have  promoted  its  fuccefs.  His  lift  of  fiib- 
fcribers  will  (hew  the  refpcdt  that  was  paid  to  the  bpihlbn 
of  fome  Gentlemen  of  the  Univerfity  of  0>tford,  who  hivb 
interefted  themfelvcs  in  its  favour.  And  that  his  work  may 
vindicate  their  good  opinion,    is  not  only  his  firft  ambition^ 

but. 
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bot,  if  Co  happy^  the  bed  return  he  could  poflibly  make  them*. 
—The  manner  in  which  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Buccleugh 
took  the  English  Luiiad  under  his  patronage,  infinitely  inhanced 
the  honour  of  his  acceptance— To  Governor  JohnftMie,  whbfe 
anceftors  have  been  the  hereditary  platrons  of  the  anceftors  of 
the  Tranflator,  h^is  under  every  obligation  which  the  warmeft 
zeal  to  promote  thei^  fucce&  of  his  undertaking  can  pofHbly  con* 
fer.  To  this  Gentlei^an^  in  a  great  meafure^  the  appearance  of 
the  Lufiad  in  Engliih  is  due.  -—  To  the  Gentlemen  of  the 
Eaft  India  Company^  who  are  his  Subfcribers,  the  Tranflatof 
oiFers  his  fingular  thanks ;  and  with  pleafure  he  ailures  them^ 
that  their  del^re  to  fee  an  Epic  Poem,  particularly  their  own^ 
in  Engliih, '  greatly  encouraged  him  in  the  profecution  of  his 
laborious  work— To  Thomas  Pearfon,  Efq;  of  the  Eaft  India 
Company's  Service,  he  owes  the  afliftance  of  fome  Portugucte 
Hiflorians  and  other  books,  which  have  enabled  him  to  eluci- 
date his  author.  To  this  Gentleman  he  alfo  owes  the  acknow* 
l^gemetit  for  a  numerous  lift  of  Subfcribers.  But  thefe,  in 
thcmfelves,  he  efteemS  the  leaft  of  Major  Pearfon's  favours. 
The  manner  of  •  conferring  them,  and  the  continuance  of  hia 
friendly  wiihea,  cannot  be  repaid  by  the  warmeft  acknowledge- 
mcnts-~To  James  Bofwell,  Efq;  he  confefles  many  obligations. 
To  the  friend(hip  of  Mr.  Hoole,  the  elegant  Tranflatbr  of 
Taflb,  he  is  peculiarly  indebted.— And  while  thus  he  recoHeAs 
with  pleafure  the  names  of  many  gentlemen  from  whom  he 
has,  received  afliftance  or  encouragement ;  he  is  happy  to  be 
enabled  to  add  Dr.  Johnfon^  to  the  number  of  thofe,'  whofe 
kindnefs.for  the  man,  and  good  wifhcs  for  the  Tranflation,  call 
for  his  fincereft  gratitude.  Nor  muft  a  tribute  tb  the  n^embry 
of  Dr.  Galdfmith  be  neglefted.  He  faw  a  part  of  this  verfion;. 
but  he  caaoot  now  receive  the  thanks  of  the  Tranflator.'  Neither 
muft  another  circumftance,  which  he  efteems  f6  Mattering  aa 
honour,,  be  pafled  over  in  filence :  Various  fpecimens  of  this 
tranflation  have  been  feen  by  Portuguese  Literati,  and  the 
Tranflator  has  been  favoured  with  their  earneft  delire  to  com- 
plete his  undertaking.  The  ingenious  Mr.  Magellan,  of  the 
family  ojf  the  celebrated  Navigator,  has  been  even  an  enthufiaft 
in  promoting  its  intereft.  By  his  means,  fome  erf  the  moft  re->- 
fpedable  literary  names  of  Portugal  and  of  Paris  have  honoured: 
lu&  lift.     Fromi  Mr.  Magellan  and  fome  other  Portuguefe  gen-- 
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tiemen  })e  h^s  receive^  confiderable  information  on  yadous  pitta 
of  his  fubjedt,      For  thefq  favours^    and  particularly  for  th# 
honour  they  did  him,  in  M^ifhing  him  to  be  tho  Tranflator  of 
the  Poet  of  their  nation^  he  returns  them  his  mofl  refpcxStful 
thanks.     Yet,  though  flattered  with  the  approbation  of  fome 
of  thofe  literary  names,  for  wlioni  the  Public  bear  the  greatefl 
refpe<3:.  Though  he  has  iatroduced  to  the  Englifli  Reader  a 
Poem,    truly  Virgilian»    the  Tranflator  confefles  he  has  ,his 
fears  for  its  fate.    His  execution— but  no  apology  will  fupply 
the  defeds  of  elegance  and  poetical  fpirit;    no  apology,  {hau 
therefore  be   offered.      Yet  whatever  anxiety  the  confcience 
of  his  inability  may  give  him,  he  alfo  feels  other  confidera^ 
tions,    which  feem  to  authenticate   his  fears.      We   are  not, 
indeed,  in  the  condition  of  angient  Rome,  when,  in  the  de* 
i^eniion  of  her  literature,  the  L^tin  tongue  was  defpi£bd,  and 
the  Greek  only  admired.     Yet,  though  a  rnafterly  treatife  in 
fome  branches  of  literature  would  immediately  receive  the  ap*^ 
{>robation  due  to  merit,  ere  the  juil  reputation  of  his  poetry  be 
fixed,  an  Author  perhaps  may  be  where  the  applaufe  of  the 
world  cannot  come.     Long  after  Shakefpeare  wrote,  and  thirty 
years  after  the  Paradife  Loft  was  publilhed,  Shaftibury  pro- 
nounced  that  the  £ngli(h  Mufes  were  lifping  in  their  cradles. 
And  Temple,  a  much  greater  authority  in  poetical  tafte,  efbeenvs 
Sidney  the  greateft  of  all  modern  poets.     Nor  was  his  negled: 
of  Milton  lingular.     Even  though  that  immortal  Author's  re- 
putation be  now  fixed,  I  have  known  a  learned  gentleman  wh» 
could  not  endure  a  line  of  the  Paradife  Loft,  who  yet,  with 
feeming  rapture,  would  repeat  whole  pages  of  Ovid.     There 
Is  a  charm  in  the  fovnd  of  a  language  which  is  not  debafed 
by  fan>iUar  ufe.     And  as  it  was  in  falling   Rome,    nothing 
in    his    vernacular  tongue   will    be  highly  efteemed   by  the 
Scholar  of  dull  tafte.     A  work  which  claims  poetical  mef it, 
while  it$  reputation  is  ipieftablifhed,  is  beheld,  by  the  great 
majority,  with  a  cold  and  a  jealous  eye.     The  prefent  age,  in* 
deed,  is  haippily  aufpicious  to  Science  and  the  Arts ;  but  Poetiy 
is  neither  the  general  tafte  nor  the  faftiionable  favourite  of  thete 
times.     Often,  in  the  difpirited  hour,   have  thefe  views  ob« 
truded  upon  the  Tranflator.     Whilft  he  has  left  his  Author 
upon  the  table  an4  wandered  in  the  fields,   thefe  views  have 
«:lpathed  theisflielye^:  ^Uao^  ijmperc^tibly  in  .  tdxe  .  ftan^a  and 
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allcgorj^  of  Spenfcf.  Thus  conneftcd  with  the  Tranftation  of 
Camoens,  unfinifhed  as  they  are^  they  ihaU  clofc  the  Introdudion 
to  the  Englifh  Lufiad« 


Hence,  vagrant  Minftrel,  from  my  thriving  farm. 
Far  hence,  nor  ween  to  fhed  thy  poifon  here : 
My  hinds  defpife  thy  lyre's  ignoble  charm ; 
Seek  in  the  Sloggard's  bowers  thy  ill  earned  cheer ; 
There  while  thy  idle  chaunting  foothes  their  ear. 
The  noxious  thiille  choaks  their  fickly  corn } 
Their  apple  boughs,  ungrafTd,  four  wildings  bear. 
And  o'er  the  ill-fenced  dales  with  fleeces  torn 
Unguarded  from  the  fox,  their  lambkins  ftray  forlorn. 


Such  ruin  withers  the  negleAed  foil. 
When  to  the  fong  the  ill*ftarr*d  fwain  attends* 
And  well  thy  meed  repays  thy  worthlefs  toil; 
Upon  thy  houfelefs  head  pale  want  defcends 
In  bitter  £bower  :  And  taunting  fcorn  ftill  rends. 
And  wakes  thee  trembling  from  thy  golden  dream  :: 
In  vctchy  bed,  or  loathly  dungeon  ends 

-Thy  idled  life What  fitter  may  befeem^^ 

Who  poifons  thus  the  fount,  ihould  drink  the  poifon'd  {iFeam... 
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And  is  it  thus,  the  bcart-ftnng  Mififtrcl  cry'd,  ^  > 

While  indignation  (hook  his  fllvcr'd  head, - 
And  is  it  thus,  the  grofs-fed  lordling'^  pride. 
And  hind's  bafe  tongue  the  gcndc  Bard  upbraid  \ 
And  muft  the  holy  fong  be  thus  repaid 
By  fun-bafk'd  ignorance,  and  chorlifh  fcorn  ! 
While  liftlefs  drooping  in  the  languid  (hade 
Of  cold  negledt,  the  facred  Bard  muft  niourn. 
Though  in  his  hallowed  brcaft  heaven's  pureft  ardours  burn  I 

-  Yet  how  fublime,  O  Bard,  the  dread  beheft. 
The  awful  truft  to  thee  by  heaven  a(rjgn'd ! 
'Tis  thine  to  humanife  the  favage  brcaft. 
And  form  in  Virtue's  mould  the  youthful  mind  ; 
Where  lurks  the  latent  fpark  of  generous  kind, 
'Tis  thine  to  bid  the  dormant  ember  blaze : 
Heroic  rage  with  gentleft  worth  combined 
Wide  through  the  land  thy  forming  power  di(plays. 
So  fpread  the  olive  boughs  beneath  Dan  Phcebus  rays« 

When  Heaven  decreed  to  foothe  the  feuds  that  tore 
The  wolf-eyed  Barons,  whofe  unlettered  rage 
Spurn'd  the  fair  Mufe,  Heaven  bade  on  Avon's  (hore 
A  Shake(peare  rife  and  foothe  the  barbarous  age  : 
A  Shakefpearc  rofe ;  the  barbarous  heats  afwagc— ~ 
At  diftance  due  how  many  bards  attend ! 
Enlarged  and  liberal  from  the  narrow  cage 
Of  blinded  zeal  new  manners  wide  extend. 
And  o'er  the  generous  breaft  the  dews  of  heaven  defccnd.    ^ 
N  And 


• 
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Apd  fits  it  you,  yt  fons^ot  hallowed  power,  -  .     '  .     ^ 

_ 

To  hear,  unmoved,  the  tongue  of  icorri  upbraid 
The  Mufe  negleded  in  her  wintry  bower. 
While  proudly  flouri&ing  in  princely  fhadc 
Her  younger  lifters  lift  the  iaureFd  head— — 

And  fhall  the  pencil's  boldeft  mimic  rage, 

•  »     -    •  •  •  • 

Or  fofteft  charms  foredoom'd  iiitime^to  fade,  '^ 

Shall  thefe  be  vaunted  o'er  th'  immortal  page. 
Where  paffion*s  living  fires  burn  unimpaired  by  age ! 

And  ihall  the  warbled  ftrain  or  fwecteft  lyre. 
Thrilling  the  palace  roof  at  night's  deep  hour ; 
And  fhall  the  nightingales  in  woodland  choir 
The  voice  of  heaven  in  fwceter  raptures  pour  f 
Ah  no,  their  fong  is  tranfient  as  the  flower 
Of  April  mom  :  In  vain  the  fhepherd  boy 
Sits  liftning  in  the  filent  Autumn  bower ; 
The  year  no  more  reftores  the  fhort-livcd  joy. 
And  never  more  his  harp  fhall  Orpheus'  hands  employ. 

Eternal  Silence  in  her  cold  deaf  ear 
Has  clofed  his  ftrain  ;  deep  as  eternal  night 
Has  o'er  Apelles'  tints,  fo  bright  while-ere. 
Drawn  her  blank  curtains— never  to  the  fight 

More  to  be  given But  cloath'd  in  heaven's  own  light 

Homer's  bold  painting  fhall  immortal  fhine. 
Wide  o'er  the  world  fhall  ever  found  the  might. 
The  raptured  mufic  of  each  deathlefs  line. 

For.  death  nor  time  may  touch  their  living  foul  divine. 

Aqd 


I  NT  RODUCTION. 

And  v^rhat  :the  flraiii,  thouglN  Vttw  fwell  thfiiacte^  ' 
High  thougjh  its  r^ure^  to  the  MuC^  of  firfi  ! 
Yes,  what  the  tranfient  ^Dmvds^.  4^voi4;Qf  (h^Vght^. 
To  th*  unabated  flood  of  Shakefpearc's  ire. 
Or  Milton's  giant  fway^  till  time  empire  , 

Foredoomed  to  live;  as.  heavea*^  drea4,  ^n^gy. 
Unconfcious  of  the  boimds  of  pl^< 
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DISSERT ATI  ON 


On  tie  Machinery  of  Tajfo^s  Jcrufalcm^  and  Voltaire's  Henriadc, 


CAxnoens,  nnheard,  onreadby  die  critics, 
has  been  represented  to  the  world  u  the 
noft  ex^vag;uu»  moft  iibfiud  of  all  poet?,^  in 
the  injudicious  profane  mixture  of  Chri^ian 
«iid  Pagan  ideas,  'the  groit  fafRf^'bf  this 
chxm  we  have  folly  deteded.  But  juftic^ 
te  t£e  reputation  of  my  Author  demands 
Ibmething  fiuther.  If  the  great  TaUb  be 
guilty  of  the  foult  injorionfly  afcribed  to  Ca*> 
jnoens,  and  if  his  arch-accnftr  Voknre  has 
mdopted  a  nMchinery  infinitely  lefs  wprthy 
of  the  Epic  Mufe*  what  muC  we  think  of 
the  nnjnft  condemnation  of  the  poet  of  For- 
tngal !  The  machinery  of  the  jevpfakm  is 
thus  abridged :  God  fends  the  angel  Gabriel 
to  Godfrey:  Gabriel  announces  hua^^eral 
by  the  will  of  heaven»  and  inckes  him  to  a 
vigorous  ptofectttion  of  the  war,  to  refcne 
the  tomb  of  Chrift  from  the  Infidels.  A 
magiciany  an  apoftate  Chriftian»  who  could 
slarm  Phito  in  his  own  regions, 

'Sht  m  la  repafna  Phtotf /pavenfa    ■  ■ 

aud  who  ftill  mixed  fomc  Chriftian  rites 
wiA  his  proAne  incantatioDs,  advices  Ahu 
4tne  ktR^  of  Jerufalem  to  feize  a  ftatne  of 
the  Virgm  and  place  it  in  his  mofrnx,  afw 
forittg  him*  that  while  It  cottttnued  there^ 
his  fpcUsihoaldpDOted  die  city.  The  image 
is  acconlis^y  placed  in  the  m^A^e^  co»* 
tiary  toMohammedaB-manflera,  from  vhenca 
it  aiiraailonfly  difappears.  The  war  com* 
mences.  The  foe  of  man,  afterwards  nanwd 
FltttOy  calls  a  council  of  the  iniemal  powers. 
Polypheme,  Gorgon,  Cerberus,  &c.  are 
here.  Phito  rekcev  his  own  fsA\  from  hea- 
ven, the  birth  of  Chrift,  .Ghrift's  deftent 
into  hell,  his  refcae  of  captive  fouls ;  and 
then  propofes  to  deftpoy  the  ChrilliaQ  arzoy, 
particularly  by  the  fnares  qf  Jove.  Armida, 
a  moft  bea*utiful  enchantrefs,  is  fent  by  her 
vocfe,  the  Jung  of  DamaTcus,  who  is  alfo  a 
magician,  to  delude  the  Chriftian  chiefs. 
She  arrives  at  the  camp ;  pretends  to  be  a 
dethroned  princefs^  and  begs  afitftance. 
The  -flowef  of  the  Chriifian  warriors  are 
eager  to  go-wkh  her  :•  ten  are -appointed  hy 
lot,  'and  many  others  follow  her  by  Health. 


Thfefe,  lifcs  Circe,  flie  tnchaAts,  and  tunii 
them  into  fiflies.  Beelzebub  and  Ale€to  ai<e 
ohemattly  intiodaced,  aa  exciting  Ae  InA« 
dth  to  trtadiery.  God  now  fends  die  aidH 
angel' MiehacI  t»  drive  the  AaanfrnM  ^om  the 
i)attle.  The  magidaa  Ifinfeno  excites  the 
Soldan  Solyman  agamft  die  Chiiltians,  WBii 
^conveys  him  in  an  enchanted  chariot  to  Jo- 
rafalcm.  The  dasmmis,  who  had  been 
4iriven  by  Michael  to  Acheron,  are  fecaUed 
hj  Ifraeno,  and  ordtrtd  to  take  pofeffioor 
Of  a  fpreft,  ftom  whenee  it  wai  neoeihiy 
for  dut  Qhriltians  to  cut  timber  te  oany  on 
the  ftige.  Tancred,  terrified  by  apMridcm^, 
dMk  hook  his  aitfiniipt  to  cut  down  die 
iauSt,  The  hermit  Peter  proammoes  thA 
this  fervice  was  decreed  tir  Rinaldo,  who 
it  in  the  power  of  the  endiantrefi  Armida. 
Peter  inferms  Ubald  and  Charles,  that' a 
Chriftian  magician  at  Afcalou'  ylnH  aM 
diem  iio  nlleve  the  hero  from  her  iflchartft- 
«Mnt.  The  epifode  of  Antiida,  aboandin|; 
m  poetry^  is  now  introduced.  Rmalldo  S 
veliewed,  and  the  enchaoted  fofeft  by  him 
cut  down.  The  poem  now  draws  to  the 
hurry  of  oonclofion .  The  wall  of  Jemfideln 
is  afiailed ;  Ifmeno  and  two  other  magidafi9, 
in  defence  of  the  Infidels,  ettdeavoar  to 
diange  the  cogrie  of  oature  with  tiieir  in^ 
dianrnieiKs, 

Rifsafar  voUe  Parti  fits  faUad 
Per  ^Qrxar  la  natura  — — 

And  the  arch-ange]  Michael  appears  tp 
Godfrey,  to  whom  he  (hews  the  fouls  of 
the  Chrillian  heroes  who  had  fallen  in  the 
war  ilill  fighting  under  his  banners,  an^ 
the  hoft  of  neaven  ready  to  oppofe  the  ene- 
my. The  af&ult  is  fuccefsful.  The  Infidel 
chiefs  are  killed  by  different  Chriftian  heroes. 
Armida,  who  fought  in  the  Egyptian  army, 
fttbmits  to  Rinaldo,  and  Godfrey  is  comr 
pletely  viftorious. 

Such  is  the  machinery  of  a  poem,  univer- 
fally.and  juftly  admired.  Yet  whatever  praife 
Is  due  to  the"  grandeur  of  Gothic  inchantr 
mcnt,  the  oppofition-  of  it  to  the  arch-angel 
Michael,  the  immediate  meffenger  of  God, 

carries 


clx 


DISSERT  AT  10  ^. 


ctrries  in  it  a  ^  fomethmg  which  muft  diA 
pleads  No  fioptt!^  belief  of  tjie  power  of  ^ 
mfteic  will  i5alHate  the  di(guflof  the  ienfible  ^ 
7«ader.  Had  the  hermit  Peter,  who  is  re- 
preiented  as  a  prophet,  worked  miracles, 
foch  as  abotind  in  th6  moilkifh  le^ndS ; 
thefe,  the  objedls  of  firm  popular  oeliefy 
with  greater  propriety  and  even  more  poetry 
might  have  oppofed  the  power  of  infernal 
magicians.  But  as  the  machinery  Hands  irt 
Taflby  that  of  Camoens,  which  b  pvfdy 
.the  well  known  allegory  of  poetry»  is  infi'- 
jiitely  lefs  culpable  in  the  mixcore  of  ideas. 

As  the  machinery  of  the  Heririade  can- 
DDt  be  traced  without  a  view  of  the  whole 
ttdtion  of  the  poem>  a  diiledUon  of  the  whole 
ihall  be  accurately  given.  .  It  has  been  faid» 
that  the  French  language  is  incapable  of 
Epic  dienity.  The  Henriade  proves  the 
juftice  of  this  ob(ervation.  The  Reader^ 
who  is  acquainted  with  Virgil*  muft  perceive 
the  mifeiaUe  a>mpArative  poverty  of  the 
Henriade;  he  will  alfo  obferve,  that  the 
foUowiag  citations  are  made  in  examination 
of  the  machinery,  and  not  fekAed  with  a 
view  to  the  want  of  Epic  dignity. 

The  a^on  of  the  Henriade  is  founded 
on  French  hiftory.  Soon  after  the  horrid 
Staflacre  of  Paris,  an  affociation  againft  the 
protefbmts  was  formed  under  the  Duke  of 
Guiie«-  The  power  of  this  afibciation^ 
called  the  Holy  Leaeuef,  began  to  give  un- 
eafinefs  to  Henry  III.  a  weak  diffipated 
prinoe»  and  Guire,  by  his  order,  was  aiTaf- 
iinated.  '  The  League,  however,  became 
more  formidable,  and  Henry  was  driven 
irom  his  capital.  He  implored  the  afiifbince 
of  his  former  enemy,  Henry  of  Navarre, 
the  head  of  the  proteftant  party.  While 
the  two  kings  afTailed  Paris,  Henry  III.  was 
ibbbed  by  a  young  friar,  and  Henry  of 
Navarre,  the  legal  heir  of  the  crown,  oob-> 
tinued  the  fiege.  Paris,  though  reduced  to 
the  mod  dreadful  extremities  of  famine,  (HU 
held  out,  till  Henry,  perceiving  the  unal« 
terable  hatred  which  the  League  bore  to  his 
lelieioQ,  abjured  the  proteftant  do£hine,  and 
Pans  opened  her  gates  and  received  him  with 
joy.  And  thus,  fays  Voltaire,  in  his  Engliih 
introduAion  to  the  Henriade,  (omitted  in  his 
French  copies)  "  What  his  valour  and  mag- 
**  nanimity  could  never  bring  about,  was 
**  eaiily  obtained  by  going  to  mafs,  and  by 
«•  receiving  abfolntion  of  the  Pope.'* 

However  bold  it  may  feem  to  condemn 
this  fubjed  as  unworthy  of  the  Epic  Mufe, 


there  nee4^  no  argvnvat  tp  pSKI  ^  inABulic-' 
ly  ihferibr  to  th§t  of  ^  j^muii}.^.  J|n  dignity 
and  conduft  Camopns  ia.  every  where  Vir- 
gilian  :  Voltaire  ihall  fpeak  for  himfelf. 
The  ftate  of  FnuBce,  at  the  oommenoement 
of  tl^e  action,  is  tlra»  deAribdif : 


.1  > 


La  lax  itahmtfoHs  fane^  §tJe$  dMtU  anfmkhup 
Ou  plutot  en  effet  Valois  ne  regnait  plus 
On.  wpait  dMs  i^arii  ia  DiJHfth  intupkdw 
Excitant  aux  combati,  &  la  Lifui  df  ASofme*^ 
Ci  fmnfirt  imfetuenx,  /angufnaire,  rnfiextble^ 

In  the  machinery  which  is  now  introdoc- 
ed,  the  foul  of  St.  Louis  a&s  the  part  of 
Venus  in  the  Enead.  From  the  height  of 
the  heavens  he  beholds  and  iMK>ce&  Henrv 
of  Navane,  but  he  conceals  the  ana  whick 
he  fpreads  to  guard  him,  left  the  hero,  too 
fure  of  vidory,  and  with  lefs  danger,  fh^uld 
acquire  lefs  elory*  The  lines  are  thefe; 
^igidindcedl 

Li  Phe  dt  Bourbons^  dufein  its  tmmoruls^ 
LouiSf  fixaitfur  luifes  regards  pat ernets  ^^-—^^ 
Mais  fJikri  s^avanfait  'vers  fa  grandeur fttpreme^ 
Par  dis  fbemins  fecretSf  inconnus  a  lui  mime  :•, 
Loms  du  hantde  deux  lui  pretait  fim  appui^ 
Mais  si  cacbait  U  bras  9^7/  ktHdmt  pmt  imi^  . . 
Depeur  que  ce  beros,  trppfur  de  fa  *vi^ir£f  , « 
Avie  mains  dt  danger  M\eut  acyui^  moit^  de^loiri^* 

Having  thus  introduced  the  rea4cr  to  (he 
leading  perfonage  of  the  machinery,  Paris  is 
beixegea  by  the  two  kings,  we  are  told,  and 
the  daemon  of  carnage  has  carried  fais  ragtt 
from  fea  to  fea.  The  adion  now  ctM- 
«aences,  Henry  ill.  of  the  houfe^of  Valolsi 
deplores  his  fituatibn  to  Henry  of  Hwnunt^ 
tells  him  that  the  papal  dmnders  are  iflaed 
againft  him,  and  that  %>ain  is  aboat  to  fend 
auxiliaries  to  the  Lewie.  He  theivfoM 
entreats  him  to  go  to  England  lo  folicit  an 
amy  toaffift  thm. 

Henry  then  fails  from  Dieppe. 

.    Vimfetuiux  Bw$$t  4ncbmt$i  damiu  ^rt%     . 

Aujwfie  dt  Zepbyfi  abtokknuoit  les-mers^ 

Then  comes  a  ftorm,  in  very  common  place 
defcription,  in  which  Henry  thought  of  no- 
thing but  die  evils  of  his  country ;  { 

Nifimge  m  a  eUmger  qu^emx  mame  difa  pmhiifi 

Then  the  God  of  the  Univerie  commands 
the  (brm  to  carry  the  vefTel  to  the  xfle  of 
Jerfey.  Here  the  hero  lands  ^d  finds  • 
venerable  old  man,  wha  fought  peace  fas 


b  I  9S  im'TA  f  f  <4i<r. 
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tjftm  the  Mttrii  &/«  A  fa  our ^  imd  God,  h 
ieant,  liad  fent  WiOom  to  open  the  book 
off Fute  to  thiy  fame  henhit ; 

Et  firmBgM  imt^en  bit  dgfn  irtfirs  drvmrt 
B  mvrit  a  fnjkiat  U-  Mr#  4t  Di/Um* 

And  here  Moraay,  the  Caltifiift  friend  of 
Henry,  who 

Pretait  toL  CaMd/mt  mt  afpui  ritkutublt-^-^ 

aM  the  henttit,  hol^a  diitotofe  upon  theo- 
logy, in  which  the  old  prophet- execrates 
CalvinifRS  and  fbreteHs,  that  a  worlhip  fb 
new,  cQold  not  alwaye  eontiaue ; 

Vn  cmUefimwviati  m  pmt  duur  tmj9un, 
Dh  caprices  de  Vbamme  il  a  tirifm  etrt : 
Os  It  nftrta  pirir  mufi  qtton  la  vh  Midtre, 

• 

The  hermit  then  propheiies,  thAt  Henry 
Ihoald  torn  papift  and  be  king.  An  idle 
«kclamat]qn  on  the  Engllfli,  who  are  un£t 
other  to  be  flav;;$  or  freemen^ 

^  m  peue  tnfirnfirf  ni  vin/re  en  Hberte*'*'^ 

and  the  thira£l^'Of  Elizabeth,  who  chain- 
ed d^fttny  at  her  feet,  and  aflonifhed  the 
world  with  the  eclat  of  her  reigo, 

Vntfemmi  afespleds  encbaijutnt  In  dejlini^ 
Dt  l^edat  drfin-rigni  etoimait  tes  bumafks*''--^ 

cooclode  the  hitenriew  with  the  hennit  of 
Jerfey  i'  an  epifbde  of  no  ofe  in  the  conduct 
of  the  poem,  and  a  dull  imitation  of  the 
pfliit  a£ted  by  the  hennit  Peter  in  Taflb; 
fVhat  iranzi  fancy ^  fays  Voltaire  in  his 
Eoglim  aridqne  on  The  Jeru/alim^  to  fend 
Ubald#ftnd  his  conifMHioB  'to  an  holy  cdn- 
jnrer.*'  Yet  this  part  in  Tafib  is  not  only 
condoled  in  the  trne  fpirit  of  the  grand 
machinery  of  Gothic  enchantment,  a  ma- 
chinery proper  to  the  age  of  his  heroes,  but 
as  aHb  inlimalely  conne^ed  with  the  cataf- 
trophe  of  the  poem.  But  in  no  circom- 
llance  does  this  defence  of  Taflb  plead  for 
Voltaire.  / 

Henry  is  now  introduced  to  the  queen  of 
Ettglana,  who  with  impatience  demands  ai 
fffiowit  of  the  tioables  of  France : 

^  M&i^0bttb  mktrs  iiv€i  impatioicet 
'JbfDunuU  Uricit  dcs  irombles  de  la  France^ 

\  Piut /avoir  quels  rejforis^  ^  quel  encbatnement 
Ont  prodidt  dans  Paris  sm  J!  grand  chaigetnettt, 

'StennffiKR;  of  P^494iow  idmd^  with 


fevefal  di^re^v^  obfervniaoils  on  tynuiny, 
without  eidier  ibrce  or  novelty,  and  after 
a  long  tete  h  tiie  on  laws  and  liberty^  &c. 
&c.  Elizabeth  allows  the  Earl  of  Eftjt  mi 
a  thottfand  Englifli  youth  to  acoompariy 
Heniy,  whom  (he  difiniflcs  in  the  true  ^irit 
€slfettt  maiteri/m.    Of  her  troops,  (he  ihys'; 

Au  milieu  des  combats  *uoui  Us  vefrex  ctntrir 
Plus  pour  *vous  imiter  que  pour  vous  ficourir, 
Fwmes  par  'uotre  exempli  au  grand  art  de  (a 

;    guerre^ 
Us  appreadront  fitts  <uous  aferw  l^Astgleiet 


/.  ^.  In  the  midft  of  battles  you  (hall  fee 
them  haften  more  to  imitate  yon  than  to 
help  you.  Formed  by  your  example  in  the 
jgreatart  of  war,  theyihall  Iciim  under  yoo 
toferve  England."  And  himfelf  (he. politely 
complimehts,  as  only  worthy  to.  tadc  ck 
himfelf; 

Fous/eul  potrviz  porter  dignement  de  tfous-memh 

And  thus  ends  in  meVe  ^agattile  tbef  ein'^ 
bafly  whieh  ought  to  have  been  of  the 
ntmoft  importance  throughont  the  Poem-* 
The  embairy  of  king  Latiau^  to  Diomed, 
and  the  journey  of  Erteas  to  king.  Evanderi 
are  with  admirable  art  worked  into  the  |freat 
aStibn  of  the  Eneid.    The  refiifai  of  Dio^ 
med  to  make  war  againil  Bneas,  gietolj^ 
heMitens  the  charadnr  of  the  hciros    Th^  ' 
abi&ioe  and  return  of  Eaete  are  bbtli  mo^ 
happi^  intereftingr  and  the  6tte  of  his  new' 
friend  and  amdliary,  the  foil  of  EvwMfef^ 
gives  the  higheft  imponance  to'  thi^  yomm^ 
of  the  hero,  by  conftitudnr  a  pi^ncipal  pare 
of  the  a£lkm  and  cataftrc^e  of  the  Eneid« 
In  the  Henriade  every  thing  is  dififerentf. 
The'  hero  leaves  the  (lege  of  Pari^,  heaiV 
the  efftlfions  of  monkiSi  bigotry  pottfed' 
forth  by  a  hermit  at  the  ide  of  JeHey,  corned 
tor  London,  and  in  the  true  ftyle  of  cofibe- 
houfe  politieians,  has  a  loxi^ialk  with  quee<^ 
Eliasabedi.    The  earl  of  Eilex,  it  Js  thie,^ 
and  a  diouf&nd  of  the  EnglKh  ytnith^adrbmi^ 
pany  him  to  France  ;  but  there  is  not  one 
cireumftanceperformed'by  them,  which  eveil  ^ 
gi^s  a  colour  of  importance  tothisembalf/* 
of  the  hero  of  the  Henriade.    In  his  fii^'* 
editions,  Voltaire  twice  mentions- the-  Eng^i ' 
li(h,  but  nothing,  particular  is  afcrihed  tor  . 
them  :   and  fo  little  did  he  regard  the  fpi- 
rit of  Virgil  in  the  part  of  Pallas,  that  in 
his  laft  edition,  the  Engliih  auxiUatie^are 
only  once  mentioned  as  in  battle,  and*  thiit' ' 
in  a  manner  utterly  nnintereftlng,  of  na 

confequence  to  the  coadaft  of  the  po«m . 
y  HcnryV 


clxii 


DISSERTATIONi 


Horny '5  journey  to  £nglaQd»  therefoi:e» 
is  itf  dired  contradiction  to  (hat  great  rak 
of  the  Epopaeiay  which  requires  unity  of 
M/Gdon ;  or  in  other  words,  which  demands 
that  every  circamibmce  (hould  conduce,  ac- 
cording to  its  degree,  to  the  completion  of 
the  w]K)le« 

In  the  fourth  book,  at  lad,  fome;  bufinefs 
conunenoes.  D'Aumale  in  the  night  attacks 
the.  befiegers.  Henry  arrives,  and  turns  the 
fortune  of  war,  not  as  a  modern  general, 
but  as  an  Achilles  or  Eneas,  who  drove 
whole  fquadrons  before  their  iingle  fwords. 
But  not  a  word  is  here  mentioned  of  the 
help  of  hb  Engliih  auxiliaries.  Now  the 
znachinery  takes  place.  D'Avmiale  i;  in 
danger  of  being  killed  ;  but  Difcorde  faw  it. 

La  Difcorde  U  vitf  &,  tr^mbla  pour  ^Aumak-^ 
Elii  s'ilevi  fH  Vaiff  &  'voU  afQnficoun,  . 

Then  coverinig  him  with  her  iron  immenfe 
impenetrable  buckler,  this  fiUe  de  PEnfer^ 
dai^hter  of  hell,  carries  him  to  the  gates 
of  rmM%  where  /he  cores  him  of  the  wounds, 
which  he  had  never  felt ; 

Sanglant^cowvertde  coups  qu"  it  n^a^mtt  point  fe  mis. 
ElU  applique  afes  maux  une  main  famtaire—^^ 

Then  Diicorde  comforts  Mayenne,  the  chief 
of  the  League,  who  is  in  great  diftrefs. 
She  then  flies  in  a  whirlwind  to  Rome, 
whidi  is  defaibed  in  the  true  fpirit  of  de- 
clamation. La  Politique  is  found  in  the 
Vatican, 
Auftnd  du  Vatican  rignmt  la  Politiqi 


Difcorde  and  (he  embrace  each  other.  Po- 
litique laments  that  ihe  could  not  now  from 
the.  Vatican  hnce  her  thunders  and  rule  the 
world.  She  complains  that  the  Senate  of 
France  had  unmaiked  her,  and  agrees,  with 
Difcorde  to  refume  their  loft  power.  Hum* 
ble  Religion,  in  the  meanwhile,  is  in  a  de- 
fert  far  from  the  pomp  of  Rome,  fighing 
for  the  dav.  when  Henry  was  to  embrace 
fopery  and  revenge  her  altars.  La  Politi* 
^ue  and  Difcorde  feize  upon  Humble  Re- 
ligion, and  God,  to  try  her,  gives  her  up 
to  their  fury. 

Son  Dieu  pour  Veprwwr  la  lii/n  a  kunfureuts. 

They  ftripierof  her  facred  veftments,  and 
having  covered  their  own  impure  heads  with 
tbem»  ^ey  go  to  Paris  to  accomplifh  their 
defigna*  La  Politique  gets  into  the  Sor- 
bonne  and  corrupts  the  do£iors ;  to  fomo 
(he  oSers  ijie  Mitre» 


far  rfelat  d'usu  Mfire  ilU  dUmt  Unr.  Vfkr^^  > 

and  others  fh*^  intimidates.  Truth  fliea 
away  weeping,  and  an  old  man  of  i!he  Sbr- 
bonne  fpeaks  for  his  brethren,  **  The  chunih 
has  the  power  to  dethrone  kings ;  we  are 
the  church,  and  we  dethrone  Valms.  Oaths* 
hitherto  facred,  we  break  TOur  chain.*' 
Scarce  had  he  fpoke,  when  Difcorde  wrote 
the  odious  decree  in  blood,  and 

Cbaeunjun  par  elU,  &JigneftujJesjeuje. 

Now  in  the  habit  of  an  Angnftiny  and  now 
in  the  frock  of  a  Frandfcan,  ihe  flies  from 
church  to  church,  calls  herfelf  Religion,  and 
excites  to  the  moft  dreadful  maflacres.  .Then  ^ 
ihe  makes  Sixteen  of  the  heads  of  the  faction 
(whoie  names  may  be  feen  in  die  notes  to 
the  Geneva  edition)  ride  beiide  her  in  her 
bloody  chariot ;  and  Pride,  Treafon,  Fury,  ' 
and  Death,  march  before  them  in  ((reams  of 
blood.  During  the  pianagement  of  this 
machinery,  our  Author  -talks  of  Chrift,  the 
church,  and  the  children  of  Ifrael ;  he  now 
talks  of  the  heathen  goddefs  Themis.  She 
refifteth  the  general  contagion, 

Lafoifde  s"  agrandir^  la  crmmief  Vojp^antft 
Rienn'avait  dans fesmains fait  paMclforJabalance% 
Son  temple  eiaitfans  tacbim  ■ .  ■  ■  ■  ■ 

In  this  temple  of  Themis  fat  a  venerable 
fenate,'  propitious  to  innocence,  dxeadful  to 
guilt, 

//  etmt  dans  ee  temple  un  Senat  vinerable^ . 
fropko  a  innocenct^  au  crime  redoutabk""^'^,    * 

Then  the  tyrants  of  the  League  lay  ficgc 
to  this  temple, 

Des  tjrans  de  la  Ligm  uno  ^rwfo  eoborfe, 
Du  temple  de  Tbmis  emvironae  la-portoi 

A  vile  gladiator  then  bullies  the  Senate,  and 
by  the  help  of  the  Sixteen,  fends  them  in 
"chains  to  the  Baflile.  Clement,  a  young 
Dominican  friar,  longs  to  kill  Henry  of 
Valois,  the  king.  He  prays,  and  Is  heard 
by  Difcorde,  who  ihftantly  flies  to  Sell  iii  . 
fe^rch  of  Fanaticism,     . 

Le  plus  eruel  "tytan  de  t empire- detrnhns^ 

» 

Which  goddefs,  our  Poet  tells  as,  was  the 
author  of  the  facrifices  of  Moloc,  of  Jeph- 
tha's  vow,  of  the  death  of  Agamemnonfs 
daughter,  of  the  human  facrifices  ofered  by 
the  priefts  of  the  Teuutes,  and  by  the 
Dnuds  \  aad;Of  the^fitft.^riecatilm  of :  the 

Chrifiians 
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ChrStianf  at  Rome.  Afterward,  he  adds, 
&ie  paiTed  to  the  church  and  made  the 
Chriltians  perfecute  each  other  ^  was  the 
caufe  of  the  death  of  Charles  I.  at  London, 
and  eftablilhed  the  inquiiltion  at  Madrid 
iind  Lifbon,  on  parpoie  to  burn  the  Jews. 
This  Goddefs,  doathcd  in  the  haUt  of 
which  fhe  had  plundered  Humble  Re- 
ligion, appears  to  Clement  in  a  dream,  en* 
courages  him  by  the  example  of  Judith  to 
aflaflinate  the  king,  and  giving  him  a 
fword,  flies  to  her  infernal  abode.  The 
Sixteen  heads  of  the  ^L^lion  are  next  repr^ 
fenced  at  a  magical  facrifice,  enquiring  after 
the  decrees  of  Fate.  It  is  midnight.  They 
have  an  altar  on  a  tomb,  where  they  place 
'die  images  of  the  two  kings,  Henry  of 
Valois,  and  Henry  of  Bourbon  or  Navarre, 

Zeurs/acriUgfJ  mains  oxt  mile  fur  tautil^ 
A  dcs  norm  infer naux^  U  nom  <U  VEurntL 

Their  lances  are  ranged  along  the  waits 
with  their  f>oints  in  vefTels  of  blood,  and 
they  have  a  Jew  for  their  prieft, 

Liurs  parriddis  brasje  lavent  d(inj  lefang  5 
De  y alms  fur  lautil  tls  *vont  percer  Uflanc ; 
A*V€C  phis  dt  iertMUt^  &  pint  encvr  de  rage 
J^r  Hiwrifous  Uurspieds  Us  renverfent  timage^^ 
VHebreu  joint  teptndant  la  priere  au  hlafpbemez 
II  invoque  l^abimft  et  les  cieux,  &  Dieu  mesne  \ 
Tens  ces  impurs  efprits  qui  troublent  runi*uerst 
Et  lifeu  de  lafwdre  ^  celui  des  Enjers, 

While  the  Sixteen  wait  for  the  oracalar  re- 
ijponfe.  Heaven,  to  pnnifh  them,  conients 
to  eive  a  tnie  one.  Sudden  lightnings  flaih, 
and  Henry  of  Bourbon  appears  riding  in  thq 
chariot  of  viAory, 

Au  milieu  de  cesfeux^  Henri  hriUant  degkire^ 
Apparail  a  lews yeux  fur  un  char  ds  njiSoire  . .  • 
Et  lefcepire  des  Rms  eclat  ait  dans  fa  main. 

Thunder  then  overturns  the  altar  and  dif- 
perfes  the  facrificers;  but  Clement,  never- 
Sielefs,  flabs  Valois— In  Ariofto,  Difcord 
is  found  in  a  monailery.  This,  and  the 
part  flie  ads,  are  copied  by  Voltaire.  The 
magical  facrilice  in  Camoens  is  alio  imi-' 
fated.  But  though  the  machinery  of  Dif- 
cord, Fanaticifm,  &c.  in  the  Henriade  be 
deftitute  of  poetical  novelty,  it  is  Wrongly 
marked  with  an  originality  of  another  kind. 
The  allegorical  penonages  are  drefied,  and 
zBtf  in  the  very  Bagatelle  of  conceit  and 
qoaintnefs.  Jephtha's  Vow,  the  Death  of 
ktn^  Charles  the  Firft,  and  the  other  exploits 
alcribed  to  Fanatiicifm,  are  in  a  (h-ane^  fpi- 
f h  of  Je  uefcai  quoi^  knick-knack»  or  fchool- 


boy  composition ;  in  that  fpirif,  perhaps, 
which  Shaftefbury  intended,  when  he  con-> 
demned  the  great  Milton  for  his  want  of 
ibe  fajhionahle  turn  of  modern  ivit.  In  the 
Orlando  Furiofo,  a  poem  much  in  the  fpirit 
of  Don  Quixote,'  fatyrical  quaintnefa  and 
conceit,  indeed,  are  in  their  proper  fdaceg 
but  the  quaint  attempts  of  wit,  chat  mere 
punning  in  poetical  painting,  with  which 
Voltaire  draws  his  Politique,  Fanaddfm^ 
8cc,  are  utterly  inconfiilent  with  Epic  fo* 
lemnity— But  to  return  to  the  progrefs  of 
the  Henriade:  A  long  debate enfues  in  Paris 
on  the  choice  of  a  king.  Henry  and  the 
army  attack  the  city,  and  are  on  the  point 
of  forcing  th€ir  way  into  the  g«tes,  when  St. 
Loub  appears, 


dn  profind  d*une  Hue 


Unfatrtome  idatantfe  prsfente  ifa  vae, 

and  orders  Henry  to  (lop ;  tells  him  he  was 
St.  Louis,  the  father  of  the  Bourbons,  his 
prote^or  and  fine,  reproves  him  for  deferr- 
ing die  faidi,  and  foretells  his  advancement 
to  the  throne.  Thrice  Henry  tries  to  em- 
brace the  (hade  of  his  father,  but  in  vain. 
He  then,  as  commanded,  leaves  the  feige 
and  marches  to  Vincennes.  And  thus  alf 
the  great  and  juft  deiigns  of  the  war,  are 
abfardly  fet  aiide,  to  make  room  for  a  piece 
of  madiinery  in  dired  imitatiett  of  Homer 
and  Virgil.  The  difference  of  condud* 
however,  mufl  be  obferved.  UlyiTes  and 
Eneas,  in  great  diflrefs  and  uncertainty,  are 
defirons  toconfuh  the  fates,  and  are  favour* 
ed  with  a  view  of  the  regions  of  the  dead» 
according  to  the  mythotory  of  their  age* 
By  the^  interviews  their  £ibre/Ies  are  aue- 
viated,  and  their  future  conduct  is  formed. 
And  dios  the  unity  of  each  poem  is  ad- 
mirably prefcrved.  Henry,  on  the  con* 
trary,  is  abfurdly  driven  from  complete 
vidory,  to  be  carried  through  heaven  and 
hell,  though  his  advancement  to  the  throne, 
the  only  part  of  the  vifion  iconneded  with 
the  intereft  of  the  poem,  had  been  already 
twice  foretold.  And  thus  the  Lieufoa^  or 
conneflion  of  operations  neceflary  in  an 
Epic  Poem,  is  grofly  violated  in  the  con* 
donSl  of  the  Henriade. 

No  lefs  inferior  to  the  folemn  horror  of 
the  OdyfTey,  and  fublime  poi^try  of  the 
Eneid,  where  the  regions  of  the  dead  are 
defcribed,  is  the  poetical  colouring  of  the 
vifion  of  Henry.     This  will  foon  appear. 

While  he  rethains'  at  Vincennes,  \^] ther 

he  fled  from  vidpry,  and  to  do  what  no  critic 

2  can 
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can  poffibly  guefs,  St.  I/Oois  (ends  Sle^p  an4 
Hope  to  comfort  him.  The  Saint  appears 
to  him  in  a  dream,  crowns  him.  and  place- 
ing  him  beiide  himftlf  in  a  chariot  of  light, 
they  traverfc  the  heavens  together ; 

Loms  en  ce  momemi  frenMittfim  diadtme  * 
Sur  U  front  du  vaimquiur  uU  pofa  iuimmime  t  — 
Vun  &  t autre  a  ces  mots  dam  un  char  de  iumiere 
D4S  Cimx  et$  J^r  moment  travtrftHt  la  carrure. 

Then  pailiag  the  fun  we  have  a  view  of  the 
worlds  around  him,  according  to  the  New- 
tonian fyilem,  in  poetical  colouring  a  very 
poor  imitation  of  the  Ptolemaic,  as  defcrib- 
ed  in  Camoens  *.    Henry  pafles, 

A  dis  mondej  Sfuer*  autogr  di  bti  flottans'^^^ 

Then  they  come  to  fpace, 

Ou  la  mMtiffeni^Of  df  ^ik  DifU  ftuitmhn0kf 
Sottt  dt  SoUiUfaas  nombrff  ^  de$  mxmdes  fans  fin. 

He  then  comes,  wl^re  the  ghofts  of  Brahr 
inins.  Bonzes,  Monks,  wild  Americans 
and  Mohammedans,  wait  the  hour  of  judg« 
ment.  Here  he  makes  a  fpeech  of  twelve 
lines  on  the  falvation  of  Heathens  and  Chrif- 
tians*  A  voice,  which  (hakes  the  heavens 
and  makes  the  univerfe  groan,  anfwers  fron\ 
the  throne  of  God.  Henry  is  then  carried 
by  a  whirlwind  to  ap  abpdej  the  abomin<> 
able  inoage  of  Chaos } 

Vers  unjejour  informty  arid^^  affreux,  fauvage^ 
Di  ^antique  Cabos  abominable  image. 

Hell  b  now  defcribed,  where  they  fee  the 
ai&ffin  Clement.  Then  comes  an  Elyzinm,' 
whcK  St.  Louis  preiides  over  Charlemagne 
and  other  kings  and  heroes  of  France.  The 
palace  of  De^iny  then  opens  its  hundred 
brafs  gates,  and  Henry  is  reproved  by  8t. 
Louis,  his  guide,  for  being  a  prot^aot. 
And  after  having  ieen  fome  of  the  great 
men  of  France,  who  were  then  unborn,  the 
hero  awakes ;  and  lixa$  dofes  a  mod  fervile 
uninventive  iniitation  of  the  fixth  Eneid. 
Yet,  uninventive  as  it  is,  original  in  no* 
thing  but  the  extravagance  about  the  fal* 


vation  of  Bonnes  af|d  Bx^fOM^t,  MfJ^MQ^ 
has  not  fcrupledto  pronounce  it,  ^*  *va»t/enl 
toute  Vlliade,  worth  alone  all  the  lUad.'^ 

Hitherto  has  the  Henriade  been  without 
Liai/on,  The  real  a^ion  has,  like  a  'wound" 
ed/naket  dra^d  itsjlcw  lenitb  along*  But 
fome  biifinefs  is  now  refumed.  The  eighth 
book  opens  with  the  confuiipn  of  the 
Leaguers,  who  neither  durft  4cgnd(:  uor 
crown  Mayeqne;  when  Difcorde,  buriliiig 
from  a  cloud,  appears  in  i  luminous  chaript, 
and  infpires  their  courage ; 

Isa  Difcorde  a  tinfiant  entr^owvrant  urn  nne^ 
Sur  UH  cbar  lutnlneux  fe  prefenie  a  leur  we. 
Courage,  leur  dit  ello  — — — 

The  Spaniards  under  Egniont,  and  the 
Leaguers  under  Mayenne  prepare  for  war. 
Henry  advances  to  the  plaint  of  Ivry« 
Difcorde  blows  her  infernal  trumpet  to  ani* 
mate  the  Leaguers, 

£IU  nfoU  a  leur  tite,  it  fa  houebefatale 
Fait  retentir  au  loin  fa  trompeUe  infer nak. 
Par  ces  fins  trop  connsts  d'Aumak  ejl  excite  f 
Auffi  prompt  que  le  treat  dans  les  atrs  entporti. 

This  battle  is  well  defcribed,  bat  without 
originality.  Mayenne  and-the  Leaguers  a)>e 
defeated.  St.  Louis,  furroonded  with  the 
ibuls  of  the  other  Bourbons,  from  the  height 
of  the  firmament  obferves  how  Henry  will 
ufe  his  victory, 

— —  du  baut  de  firmament 
Fint  eontempkr  Henri  dans  cefameux  mfmenim 

and  the  refult  of  the  battle  is  like  a  newfpar 

Ezr  in  verie.  Difcorde  eoes  now  to  find  out 
ove.  And  the  ninth  book  opens  with  a 
defcription  of  his  temple.  A  defcription, 
where  one  might  have  expedled  original 
poetry  from  the  genius  of  Voltaire.  But 
ey^ry  thing  is  contrary  here.  The  defcrip- 
tive  part  is  moft  hackneyed  common  place  ; 
every  expreffion  of  it  may  be  fclcfted  from, 
Cowley^s  poems.  Darts,  flames,  fighs, 
tears«  rapture  and  mifery,  are  huftled  to« 
gether,  and  then  fhung  in  verfe  without 
gradation,  withput  novelty.    The  reader  ia, 

entreated 


*^  In  th«  edition  of  Londoo,  t7i7»  Vohatre  ftsms  to  have  Imitated  the  celciVlal  ii)here  of  Camoens. 
H«  fcads  his  hero, 

Parm  ces  teurhilfoHSy  pte  fnne  mdn  fecoude 
Dt/pq/a  VEtirnel  att  premier  jour  du  monde^ 


Eft  un  ghie  elcv/  dans  h  fdite  dei  c'lcux 
X>«/  reclat  fe  Sirobf  i  not  profanes  yeux. 


But  thdc.  whirLwiods  and  the  ^hc  where  tho  ^foft  Hl^b  creaus  the  i)?lHtf,  and  whither  they  are  retamed 
by  death,  are  omitted  in  the  latter  edition^.  The  citations  made  in  this  Diflertatlon  are  taken  ^m  thi 
Geneva  edition  of  X768,  which  was  pubUthed  under  Voiulre't  own  inrpe^lon. 


DISSERTATION, 


dxv 


giilteited'  to  ccAAparfc  the  Temple  of  Love 
in  DrydenV  Palemon  and  Arcite  with  that 
in  the  Henriade ;  and  he  is  proroifed  that 
he  wilt'  find  them  as  difierent  as  mere  ver- 
fification  is  from  real  poetry.  But  to  return 
to  the  fabk  of  the  Henriade.  Love»  ffho 
by  the  bye  is  Difcord's  brother,  makes  a 
long  ^>eech  about  Hercules  and  Cleopatra^ 
He  then  fliies  over  Troy,  and  other  places 
iBoft  famous  in  ^e  daflics,  and  arrives  at 
kft  at  Ivry*  He  beholds  the  camp  as  his 
prey,  and  feels  an  inhuman  joy, 

V  Amour  fent  a  fit  *vue  unejoie  inbumame* 

In  imitation  of  Virgil,  a  ftorm  is  raifed, 
which  drives  Henry  to  the  Chateau  of  the 
celebrated  Madam  D*£ilree,  where 

Sa  Tfertu  VabaHdonnif  ^  fin  ameetvjfvrfi 

N  ^mme^  nt  voit^  n^eniend,  m  c^muat  qui  d'EJfrie, 

his  virtue  abandons  him,  and  his  intoxicated 
foul  loves,  fees,  hears,  and  knows  nothing 
but  d'Eflree."  The  daneer  of  d'Efirec't 
virtue,  a  poor  fubaltern's  daughter,  is  thus 
pompoufly  bewailed : 

Cvuir^Mmf9wvoirfigrimdau*€ut  fufmrtfEfiritf 
far  uu  chanmi  in&mtabte  ilU  etmt  attirei ; 
£Ue  avait  a  e^mbmttret  en  ce  fimejie  jour^ 
Safiuniffi^  fim  cigur^  un  Heros^  &  r  Amour  1 

ut.  Agunft  fo  great  power  what  could 
d'Eibree  do?  By  an  irreliftible  charm  Ihe  was 
attra£led;  in  that  fatal  day  flie  had  to 
combat  her  youth,  her  heart,  a  hero,  and 
Love! 

The  French,  indeed,  may  admire  this.  No 
nAtioH  hut  thtmfel^vis^  bonufvtr^  could  hear 
fuch  innpertinence.  "What  would  be  thought 
ei  an  Engliih  writer,  ^o  would  defcnbe 
the  firft  meeting  of  Charles  II.  and  Nell 
Gwynne,  or  Louis  XV.  and  Pompadour,  as 
an  incident  worthy  of  Epic  dignity  ?  The 
epiibde  of  Dido  aflbrds  no  defence  for  this 
parody  upon  it.  A  fugitive  prince,  mar- 
ried to  the  queen  of  a  powernil  date,  is  as 
different  in  Epic  grandeur  from  the  amour 
of  Henry  with  a  Subaltern's  daughter,  as  are 
the  manners  of  the  age  of  Eneas  from  thofe 
of  the  days  of  the  F'rench  Hero ;  as  dif- 
ferent as  the  true  dignity  of  Virgil  is  from 
the  French  eomplaijana  and  mock  dignity 
of  Madam  d'Eftree.  During  the  alnour  of 
Henry  all  is  in  danger ;  the  camp  is  all 
licentioufnefs, 

Qlk  dtkfiH^  ^amquiur  i§mfm4$  ^k^knee  ■ 


But  $t,  Louis  fends  the  genius  of  France  to 
put  this  to  rights.  The  genios .  employe 
Mornay,  the  Calvinifl,  to  refcue  Henry 
from  the  fnares  of  Love.  And  this,  faya 
the  poet,  was  to  inltrud  us  that  reafon  was 
often  fuffident  to  guide  us,  and  thus  Marcus 
AureliusandPlaioareadifgracetoChriftians ; 

//  ^yaddrtffea  Mornay^  c'ehut  pour  nous  hfiruirif 
Sl^fowvtmt  la  rtufinfi^  a  nous  con4mre  \ 
Aiufi  qm*  itttguida  cbitc  dei  peupUs  Pay  em 
MarC'AureU,  ou  Fhuou^  la  bouto  iUs  CbrStuHn 

Love,  however.  Is  very  angry  at  this  choice* 
but  Mornay  defpifes  his  rage  and  his  <±anxis» 

Mah  Mornay  meprtfiutfit  coUrg,  &fi4  cbarmiu 

Difcorde,in  the  meanwhile,  irritates  ^X^ea* 
guers.  Mornay  finds  the  king  and  his  mi^fs. 
The  king»  afliaiiied»  leaves  ^Bftrfe  anA 
attacks  Paris.  The  battle  of  Ivry,  the  beft 
part  of  the  whole  poem,  is  now  defcribed» 
but  is  as  like  TafTo,  as  the  clofeft  imitations 
of  Virgil  refemble  Homer.  In  book  X, 
Henry  returns  to  the  ilege,  is  juft  on  the 
point  of  taking  the  city,  when  tike  angel  of 
France  (lops  him, 

^and  tAnge  de  laTtance^appaifanifim  courouXf 
Retintfim  bras  vainqueur,  ti  Jufptnditfis  coups* 

A  duel,  in  imitation  of  Homer,  T^rgil'and 
Taflb,  between  d'Aomale  and  Turenne,  is 
now  defcribed.  This  is  greatly  admired  in 
France,  and  is  perhaps  the  firft  of  the  Hen- 
riade in  true  merit ;  but  it  is  alfo  a  dofe 
copy,  and  much  inferior  to  the  duels  of 
Tauo.  A  black  cloud,  during  this  com- 
bat, vomits  the  monfters  of  beU  over  Paris^ 

Cependaatfur  Paris  s^eU*vait  un  nuage, 
S^fifmbtiah  apporttr  le  tonnerre  -fif  torage  $ 
Serfiamtsnoirs^  bruHims  tout-a-amp  rutr^ou<vertff 
Fomiffent  dans  ces  lieux  Us  monfires  des  Enfers. 

Fanaticifm,  Difcorde,  and  dark  Politique 
with  falfe  heart  and  f({uint  eye. 


LafimhrePolUtqu$taueaurfa»Xf&rcrillouch 
And  the  daemon  of  battles, 
Dieuxerpf^risdtfimgiDituxSgnesdis  Liguntrs--^ 

all  fly  to  the  aid  of  d'Aumale.  But  the 
height  of  the  heavens  opens,  and  an  An^el 
detosnds  on  the  throne  of  the  air,  with  uie 
olive  of  peace  in  one  hand,  and  the  fword 
of  God's  vengeance  in  the  other ; 

Foila  qWau  memo  inftanU  ^  ^<'v'  ^  ^f^^  ouvertj, 
Un  Angi  ifi  difiendufiir  U  trow  des  airs^ 

The 
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DISSERTATION. 


The  infernsU  monlUrs  are  xUfmayed  ;  thea 

Paris,  le  Rcri,  VArmie^  &  rBn/er,  fif  fes  Cieux, 
Sur  €t  combat  iUufire  a^vaientJixS  tesyeux  ■     ■ 

Paris,  the  king,  the  army,  hell  and  heaven 
fix  their  cyei  on  the  illuftrious  fight." 
d'Aumale  falls,  the-moofters  of  hell  groan, 
and  vcHces  are  heard  in  the  air, 

Cfs  lugubres  aceens  dans  Us  airs  s'entefulireni'^ 

acknowledging  that  their  reign  is  paft. 
The  army  of  Henry  demand  leave  to  affail 
the  city,  but  St.  Louis  will  not  allow  it,  and 
Henry  afts  upon  a  fentiment  very  unworthy 
of  an  Epic  poem.  He  chufes  rather  to  re- 
duce the  city  by  famine,  as  a  method  more  ^ 
powerful  than  his  arms, 

licfttf  que  Jans  affamts,  fans  comhats^  fans  aUarmes^ 
La  difetu  ^  iafawif  ^us  fortes  que  fes  armes, 
Lmi  Uvreraient  fans  peine  un  peupU  tmutimi. 

The  horrors  of  famine  are  now  deicribed  in 
lively  colours,  bat  too  fhockine  to  incite 
any  one  to  a  fecond  reading.  The  befieged 
are  willin|;  to  fubmit,  and  Henry  promifes 
forgivenels  and  mercy.  But  the  priefts  tell 
them  that  thev  are  the  foldiers  of  God,  and 
that  a  tyrant  heretic  will  not  keep  his  word. 
Aiui  by  the  priefts  they  are  ordered  to  de- 
fend their  temples  from  his  h«refy» 

Sauvens  nos  temples  faints  defin  culSe  beretiqui. 

What  now  is  to  be  done  ?  The  faction  are 
again  outrageous,  and  the  belieged  may  eat 
one  another,  nay,  as  both  hiflory  and  the 
poem  tell  us,  may  open  the  graves  in  the 
church-yards  for  food  J  ;  but  St.  Louis  will 
not  allow  Henry  to  take  the  city  by  force. 
What  moft  be  done  in  this  moft  admirable 


dignus  vindice  nodus  ? 


why  truly  St.  Louis  mtift  take  the  badnefs 
upon  himfelf.  The  throne  of  God  is  now 
defcribed  in  twenty-foor  liaes,  and  here  St. 
Louis  approaches, 

Li  pere  de  Bourbens  afisyeuxfe  pr^entif 
£t  lui  parle  en  ces  mots  d'une  <voix  gemifante. 


In  his  fpeech  he  tells  the  Almighty,  that  if 
the  French' difobeyed  the  laws  of  heaven,  it 
was  on  purpofe  to  obey  them  ;  for  that  his 
fon,  the  grand  Henri,  their  lawful  king,  . 
was  an  heretic. .  His  converfion  is  therefore 
implored.  Of  this,  the  Eternal,  by  a  word- 
of  his  mouth,  afTures  St.  Louis, 

Far  un  mot  defa  toucte  il  daigna  taffnrer. 

Truth  thea  defcends  from  the  height  of 
the  heavens  to  the  hero's  tents, 

Dans  Us  tentes  du  Roi,  defcend  du  baut  des  cieux. 

Henry  then  turns  Roman  Catholic,  and  be- 
lieves  in  the  dodtrine  of  Tranfubilantiation  i 
for  Truth, 

— /tfi  deewvre  un  Dieufous  un  pain,  qui  tCeJiplus,  - 

Then  St.  Louis,  with  an  olive  bough  in  his 
hand,  defcends  from  the  height  of  the  hea- 
vens, and  leads  Henry  to  the  ramparts  of 
Paris,  which  open  at  his  call,  and  receive 
him  in  the  name  of  God  : 

Lotiis  dans  ce  moment ,  qui  combU  fes  foubasts^ 
Louis  tenant  en  main  Coii^ve  de  la  paix, 

Defienddu  bautduCieux  *uers  Us  HerosquUlaime^ 
Aux  remparts  de  Paris  il  U  conduit  hu-meme ; 
Les  remparts  ebranles  s'entr'ouvrent  a  fa  w*  ; 
J/ utire  au  nom de  J)ieu,  quijaii  regner Us Ko'ss. 

And  thus  ends  the  Henriade;  apoem  ia 
every  refpe£t  unworthy  of  the  name  of  Epic 
Every  reader  who  has  an  ear  muft  per-* 
ceive  how  dillant  from  the  dignity  of  Virgil 
are  French'  heroics,  e^ven  in  the  hands  of 
Voltaire*.  The  conduft  of  the  fable  is 
not  Epic,  for  it  is  not  One.  The  ca- 
taftrophe  has  not  the  leaft  dependance 
upon  the  long  epifode  of  the  journey  to 
England,  though  this  epifode  is  almoU  one 
third  of  the  whole  poem.  In  the  a£lion 
there  is  no  gradation.  Henry  vanqniflies 
his  foes,  but  St.  Louis  will  not  allow  him 
to  reap  the  fruits  of  victory.  Nothing  there- 
fore refults  from  the  real  adion,  but  contrary 
to  Homer  and  Virgil,  All  is  left  to  the  ma« 
chinery.  After  the  long  tale  which  Henry 
tells  Elizabeth,  the  real  aftion  or  fable 
would  fill  but  a  few  pages ;  five  parts  of  fix 

arc 


I  They  graund  the  bones  of  the  dead  into  a  flour,  of  which  they  made  bread. 
*  The  old  monkilh  rhymes  of  friar  Badon, 

De  ploHRu  cudo  metrum  cum  carmine  nudo, 
Rifum  rctrudo,  cum  toft  tbtmate  ludo-^-^ 

in  harmony  and  energy  are  hardlv  inferior  to  aa&y  paflagcs  of  the  HcBliadc*    But  this  perhaps  is  not 
the  £attit  of  Voltaire  \  but  of  the  language. 
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are  machinery*  a  machineiy  the  moil  ridi- 
colous  and  poerite  ever  adopted  by  the  heroes 
of  the  Lutrin,  If  any  French  critic  be 
offended  at  this,  !et  him  renounce  his  ad- 
miration of  Boileaa,  by  ivhom  the  machi- 
nery of  the  Henriade,  as  already  obferved, 
is  as  feverely  condemned,  as  if  he  had  writ- 
ten his  celebrated  critique  on  Epic  poetry 
on  purpofe  to  condemn  it.  However  fuperior 
Voltaire  may  be  in  the  other  walks  of  poetry, 
certain  it  is,  no  originality,  no  ftrength  of 
colouring,  fhines  in  the  Henriade.  Tho 
following  lines,  faid  of  Momay,  are  ad- 
mired in  France  as  the  Isneft  fubUme, 

Mais  tine  permetpas  afesjttnques  mains 
De  fe  JhuUler  du  fang  des  malbeureux  bumains, 
DefoH  Rot  feuUment  fan  ame  efi  occupie : 
Pour  fa  defenfefiule  il  a  tire  Tepee ; 
EtfoH  rare  courage^  ennemi  des  combats^ 
Sait  affronter  la  mort,  &  ne  la  donne  pas. 

But  furely  that  cannot  be  the  true  fublime 
which  contains  the  true  abfurd.  Momay 
will  not  ftain  his  hands  with  human  blood. 
He  is  only  anxious  to  defend  his  king,  for 
his  defence  only  he  draws  his  fword.  "  His 
rare  courage,  enemy  to  battles,  knows  how 
to  dare  death  but  not  to  give  it ;"  that  is, 
Momay  is  eameit  to  defend  his  king,  but 
he  will  kill  no  body  in  his  defence.  In  the 
heat  of  battle  he  only  parries  the  fwords 
which  attack  him.  The  enemy  may  return 
to  the  charge  in  a  moment ;  tiiree  or  four 
fwords  may  attack  the  king  a^  a  time,  but 
Momay  will  not  lefTen  their  number  or 
prevent  a  fecond  attack.  A  mofl  excellent 
method,  indeed,  to  defend  one's  ibvereign  I 
Yet  fuch  is  the  moil  admired  beauty  in  the 

Henriade  J  ! Mr.  Locke  was  highly 

pleafed  with  the  fpic  poems  of  Blackmore : 
And  there  are  a  race  of  critics,   of  Mr. 


Locke's  taile,  who  admire  the  Heqriade, 
who  call  it  /f/i  Sen/e,  who  are  pleafed  with 
Difcorde  in  her  chariot,  and  La  Politiqnej  ; 
fometimes  in  one  monk's  frock,  and  fome- 
times  in  another,  the  very  Dutch  iiyle  of 
painting ;  but  who  yet  decry  the  grand  per- 
fonnifications  of  Milton's  angels,  as  the  moft 
abfurd  and  bixarre  extravagance.  Nor  is 
their  refemblance  to  Locke's  tafle  lefs  re- 
markable, than  the  likenefs  between  Black- 
more's  Arthurs  and  the  Henriade.  That 
fen/e  which  is  admired  in  the  French  poem> 
abounds  in  the  Arthurs.  In  their  machinery 
of  Angels  and  Souls  is  a  firiking  likeneis  ; 
the  fame  ftrain  of  common  place  defcription* 
the  fame  round  of  fervile  imitations,  the  fame[ 
idle  pretences  to  moderation  in  theology, 
and  lame  want  of  poetical  novelty,  charac- 
terife  the  Henriade  and  the  Ten  epic  poems 
of  Blackmore.  To  conRitute  a  poem  wpr^ 
thy  of  the  name  of  Epic  in  the  ftri£leil:  and 
highed  ienfe,  fome  grand  characterises  of 
fubjedl  and  condud,  peculiarly  its  own,  are 
abfolutely  neceffary.  Of  all  the  modems, 
Camoens  and  Milton  have  alone  attained 
this  grand  peculiarity  in  an  eminent  degree. 
Tafio  has  fomething  of  it,  but  Voltatre  has 
not  the  leaft  claim  to  this  efTential  conftt- 
tuent  of  a  real  Epic.  In  a  word;  let  our  cold- 
blooded critics  admire  him  as  they  pleafe, 
the  total  want  of  originality,  both  in  die 
circumflances  and  poetical  colouring,  the 
want  of  that  connection  and  gradation  ne- 
ceiTanr  to  the  Epic  unity  ;  the  deficiency  of 

frandeur,  the  idle  fpirit  of  theological  nih-^ 
ling  .about  Plato,  Bramins,  and  Bonzes, 
which  runs  through  the  whole  ;  zndi/uch  a 
machinery  J  all  combine  to  vindicate  the  man 
who  is  bold  enough  to  pronounce  that  France 
has  as  yet  no  Epic  poem,  though  Voltaire 
has  written  the  Henriade. 


t  Voltaire  informs  us,  that  the  judicious  Critics,  with  whom  France  abounds,  defpiie  the  Pandaemonium 
of  Milton,  and  cannot  bear  his  Death  and  Sin.  He  tells  ns  that  we  Icnow  not  what  angels  are,  and  there- 
fore caapot  be  intereded  foe  them ;  and  that  it  is  abfurd  to  arm  fpirits  with  fwords,  for  tbey  cannot 
hurt  each  other  with  them.  For  theie  reaibns,  he  (ays,  the  battle  of  the  angels  appears  to  the  judicious 
French  critics  as  void  of  taftc,  verifimilitude,  or  reaibn.— ^fiut  let  the  reputation  of  Voltaire  be  as  high  as 
it  will,  who  can  forbear  to  call  this  criticifm  an  utter  ignorance  of  the  fpirit  of  poetry.  It  is  true  we 
kn<»W  neither  the  form  nor  the  arms  of  an  angel.  But  what  then,  in  the  name  of  all  the  MuJes  ?  Will 
not  true  poetry  peribnnify  them  in  the  manner  of  a  Milton  ?  Mu(t  Difcorde  have  a  trumpet  and  ride 
about  in  a  chariot ;  and  muCt  not  Milton  arm  a  warrior  angel  with  a  fword  !  Muft  the  padions  be  per- 
ibnnificd,  and  muft  not  an  angel  be  reprefented  as  the  mod  graceful  figure  !     But  this  needs  no  enforce^ 

ment That  nation  which  can  condemn  the  perfbnnifications  of  Milton,  and  admire  thofe  of  the  Hen^ 

riade,  highly  merit  the  chara^er  which  Voltaire  telb  us  (Genev.  Edit.  vol.  I.  p.  314.)  Monfieur  Ma- 
lezieua,  in  conversation  with  himfelf,  gave  them'— **  !,«  Fwiytfil  nor.t  pas  hi eUf^ijue^^-^Xhic  French 
have  not  heads  for  Epic  Poetry."  v 
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ARMS  and  the  Heroes,  who  from  Lifbon's  (hore. 
Thro'  Seas  *"  where  fail  was  never  fpread  before. 
Beyond  where  Ceylon  lifts  her  fpicy  breaft, 
And  waves  her  woods  above  the  watery  wafte. 


*  7%#  tuRad\  in  the  originaly  Os  Lufi- 
%A»z^  The  LufUds«  from  the  Latin  name 
of  Portugal,  derived  from  Lofus  or  Lyfas, 
the  companion  of  Bacchus  in  his  travels^ 
and  who  fettled  a  colony  in  Luiitania.  See 
Plin.  I.  ill.  c.  I. 

^  Thro^  Seas  tuhere  fail  'was  never  fprtad 
heforen'^yi.  Duperron  de  Caflera,  who  has 
given  a  French  profe  tranflation,  or  rather 
paraphrafe  of  the  Lnfiad,  has  a  long  note 
on  this  paifage,  which  he  tells  us,  mull  not 
be  underftood  literally.  Our  author,  he 
fays,  could  not  be  ignorant  that  the  African 
2tfid  Indian  Oceans  had  been  navigated  before 


B 


the  times  of  the  Portugueie.  The  Phoeni- 
cians whofe  fleets  pafled  the  (baits  of  Gib- 
raltar, made  frequent  voyages  in  the/e  feas, 
though  they  carefully  concealed  the  courfe 
of  their  navigation  that  other  nations  might 
not  become  partakers  of  their  lucrative  traf- 
fic. It  is  certain  that  Solomon,  and  Hiranv 
kin?  of  Tyre,  fent  ihips  to  the  Eaft  by  the 
Red  Sea.  It  is  alfo  certain  that  Hanno  a 
Carthaginian  captain  made  a  voyaee  round 
the  whole  coail  of  Africa,  as  is  evident  from 
the  hiAory  of  the  expedition,  written  bv 
himfelf  in  the  Pcinic  language;  a  Greek 
tranflation  of  which  is  now  extant.    Be- 

fides^ 
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With  prowers  more  l&aii  human  forced  their  way 

To  the  fair  kingdoms  of  the  rifmg  day : 

What  wars  they  wag*d,  what  feas,  what  dangers  paft,. 

What  glorious  Empire  crownU  their  toils  at  laft, 

Vent'rous  I  fmg,  on  foaring  pinions  borne, 

'  And  all  my  Country's  wars  the  fong  adom  j 


fides,  ^linyr  Pomponius  MSla,  Ptolomy  ind 
Straboy  aflare  us,  that  M«zambic  and  the  ad- 
jacent iflands  and  fome  parts  of  India  were 
known  to  the  Romans  :  and  thefe  words  of 
Macrobius,  Seii  nee  m^nfirutfis  carnibui  oh- 
fiinitis^  injerenies  poculis  tifticuUs  Cmftwum 
it  tiintnata  corpora  Viffrmnm%  f «iitf  mi^ 
mifcitit  quidquid  India  nutrit,  fi^ciently 
prove  that  they  carried  on  a  confiderable 
traffic  widi  the  Eaft. .  From  all  which/  fays 
M.  Caftera,  we  may  condude  that  the  For- 
tueuefe  were  rather  the  Reflorers  dian  the 
Difcoverers  of  die  navigation  to  the  Indiet* 

In  dus  firft  book,   and  throighout  ^^fc 
whole  Foem,  Camoens  freouendy  defcribes 
his  Heroes  as  pafling  through  feas  which  had 
never  before  been  navigated ;  and 
Sine  fi  dot  fy^s  focas  J'e  navegei. 
Where  bnt  Sem-mdnfi^n  eni  ihe  njnawsiefuri. 

That  diis  fuppolidon  afforded  oar  author  a 
number  of  poedcal  iiAa^^^  ttui  ftdib  a  ^ 
lemn  grandeur  to  his  fubjed,  might  perhaps 
wi^  M.  Caftera  be  efteemed  H  fuffident  a- 
pology  for  the  poetical  licence  in  fuch  a  Vio- 
ladon  of  hiftoncal  truth.^  Yet  whatever  li- 
berdes  an  Epic  or  Tra^c  Foet  may  com- 
flKndably  take  in  embelliihxnjg  the  afidons 
of  Ms  heroes^  itn  ftflertbn  teutitig  to  die 
fcene  where  Ids  Foem  opens,  if  fiafe»  muft 
be  equally  ridiculotis  as  to  call  Vefp^dian  the 
firft  who  had  ever  aflhmed  die  dtle  of 
Cefkr.  But  it  will  be  found  diat  Camoens 
hki  jAOt  fallen  into  fudi  abfurditv.  The 
^oem  opens  With  a  defcripdon  of  tne  Ldi- 
tanian  fleet,  kfler  having  doubled  the  "Caj^e 
^f  Hope,  ^vin^  about  in  die  great  Ethio- 
pian Ocean,  fo  far  from  land  that  it  retired 
the  care  of  the  Gods  to  conduft  tt  to 
ibme  hoipitable  fhore.  Thereibit,  diOusfh 
it  is  certain  th^t  the  Fhcetdcians  paflM  the 
He  flms  ultra  of  the  ancients ;  tmrneh  it  is 
^mk  diey  traded  on  die  coaft  of  Corn- 


wall, ind  die  ifles  hi-  Sdlty ;  thoUgh  there 
is  fome  reafon  to  believe  that  the  Madeiraa 
«nd  Carribees  were  known  to  them;  and 
diough  it  has  been  fufpofed  that  fome  oF 
their  fiiips  might  have  been  driven  by  ftona 
to  the  Brazils  or  North- America ;  yet  there 
is  not  the  leafk  fpumladpn  |n  hiftory  to  fup- 
pofe  that  they  traded  to  the  Indies  by  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope.  There  is  rather  » 
demonftradon  of  tne  contrary;  for  it  is 
certain  they  carried  on  their  traffiq  with 
the  Eafl,  by  a  much  nearer  and  fafer  way» 
by  the  two  ports  of  Elath  and  Eziongeber 
dn  tfte  Reel  Sea.  Neither  is  it  known  ia 
what  particular  part,  whether  in  the  Ferfian 
gulph,  or  in  the  Indian  Ocean,  the  Tarihiih 
and  Ophir  of  the  ancients  are  fituated* 
Though  it  is  certain  that  Hanno  doubled 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope»  it  is  aUb  equally 
certaid  diat  his  voy«ee  was  merely  a  coafHng 
^Cji  like  tliat  of  Nearchus  in  Alexander's 
dme^  )md  thftt  he  never  Ventured  into  the 
great  Ocean,  or  went  fb  far  as  Gama.  The 
dcflitiiad  from  Macrobiitt  proves  tothin|;  at 
jdl  reladve  ^  the  point  in  quefBon,  for  Tt  ia 
oeitain  dwt  the  Romans  received  die  Mer* 
chandife  of  India  by  die  way  of  Syria  and 
the  Mediterranean,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
the  Venetians  imported  the  commoditfes  of 
die  Baft  from  Alexandria  before  the  dlf- 
coveries  of  the  Portugucfc**  ft  rcmaina» 
therefbte,  that  Gama,  who  iailed  by  die 
Compafs,  after  having  gone  further  than 
his  ootemporary  Bar^ofomew  Dia2,  was 
fiterally  die  firft  who  ever  fpread  fail  in  the 
^at  foudierr.  Ocean,  and  that  the  Fortu- 
guefe  were  not  the  Reftorers,  but  literally 
die  Difcoverers  of  the  prefent  rout  of  Na» 
vigadon  to  the  Eaft  IntUes. 

*  And  aU  my  C^untry^s  ivars*         He  .in- 
terweaves artfully  the  hlftory*  of  Forti^* 
•Voltajie. 

What 
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What  Kings,  vrhai  Ht^cki  ctf  lAy'  native  land 
Thunder'd  oi^  Afia'»  and  on  Aftu^i  ftrand  j 
Uluftrious  fhades,  who  kvslfd  in  the  duft 
The  idol-temples  smd  the  (tigineir  0f  hift^ 
And  where,  erewhile,  foul  diemoiy  t»*rt  tevii^'d, 
*  To  Holy  Faith  unnumfcer'd  aftar*  f cair'd  t 
niuilrious  names,  with  deathlefs  laurels  crown'd. 
While  time  rolls  <in  in  every  cBme  i-enoWii'd ! 


Let  Fame  with  wonder  «amt  the  Qreek  no  more. 
What  lands  hq  faw,  ^ha$*  toils- «t  fcnhfhw^^ 
Nor  more  the  Trojaa-a*  \^ahdenng  VQ^agp  b^afh 
What  florms  he  hr^v^d^  h&W  driven  Qn  iaaMf  al  coaft : 


^  ToHdiy  Faith  utmumlir^d  aburi  Hui^d. 
»In  no  period  of  Hifloiy  does  .Hiinuui 
Nature  appear  with  morr  flrocking;  mcM 
diabolical  features  than  in  the  wars  of  Cos- 
tezy  and  the  Spanifh  Conooftrors  of  £olidi 
Ainerica.  To  the  immortu  honour  Qf  the 
Portaguefe  Difcoverers,  dieir  cotadn^l  was  in 
every  refped  the  reverfe.  To  eftabliih  a 
traffic  equally  advantagroos  to  the  natirar 
as  to  themfelvesy  was  die  motive  on  which 
•they  aded ;  the  ftri^teft  honovr,  and  that  hu- 
manity which  is  ever  infeparable  from  tme 
bravery,  nrefided  over  their"  tcanla£tion« ;' 
nor  did  thev  ever  proceed  to  ho^ities  till 
provoked,  either  \m  the  open  violence  or  by 
the  perfidy  of  thelHatives.  Their  hbnour  Was 
admired*  and  their  fricjxdfliip  courted  by  the 
Indian  Princes.  To  mention  no  more,  the 
name  of  Gama  Was  dear  tothcm»  and  the 
gi;eat  Albuquerque  was  beloved  as  a  fathef; 
And  hu  memory  honoured  with  every  token 
.of  afiedion  and  refped  by  tht  people  and 
princes  of  India,  though  his  conquefis  in  the 
Eaftwere  fb  gp'eat,  UMt  his  Countrymen^ 
'.without  offering  any  injury  to  the  fame  of 
Alexander,  compared  him  to  that  renowned 
iiero.  It  was  owing  to  tbifl  fpirit  of  honour 


aiktf  homafiity, '  wMdi  in  the  hemcal  days  <lf 
Portugal  chanfterifedtha^  nation,  that  the 
Mligion'  of  tJie-?ortngu6fe  was  eagerly  efti- 
.  braced  bv.many  kiim  and  provinces  of  Af- 
ridli'ttiitf  Ibdia'fWMe  the  Mexidma  with 
^lanly  difdain  Teje^ed  the  faith  of  the  Spa- 
nlsudsy  prdfeffifig  tbey  woidd  rather  go  to 
hell  to  efcape  thefe  cruel  Tyrants,  thni  go 
t9  he4vfD«  wfier^  tl^  were  tdd,  th^ 
would  meet  them.  Zeal  for  the  ChrilGan 
fttVfim  wa^  eRecftiicdf  at  the  tidief  of  the 
Formgaeife  gnmdeur,  as  the  moiT  cardinal 
:  Victuer  and  to'  peQfpi|ate  Chriftianity  and 
exdrpVt6  WohWimedifm  were  the  m(5ft'cet- 
tain  proofs.of  that  zeal.  In  all  their  exp^- 
ditfonS  thts  was  pA>&(1%dt/  a  prilltipad  "nlO- 
tive  of  the  Lnfitanian  Monarchy*  and  Ca- 
moens  underibod  the  nature  of  Epic  poetry 
too  weH  to  omit,  Tlvu  the  defign  of  his 
Hero^wais  t6  di^l^  the  laV  of  heaven,  a 
ctrcomfbince  wKch  gives  a  noble  air  of  im* 
portancc  ta'hk'Snbjcft.  To  take  notice  6f 
the  vail  iuccefs  of  the  PortugueTe  in  propa- 
gating their  religion^  a  fuccefs  (b  dft^rent 
from  that  of  ouf  modem  miflionaries,  is  a 
neceiury  Elucidatit)n  of  this,  and  of  feveral 
other  pailages  of  the.  Luliad. 

B  2  No 
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No  more  let  Rome  exult  iir  Tr^aii'a  naqie, ,  '  -    ;  - 

Nor  eaftem  conquefts  Ammon's. pride  proclaim  > 

A  nobler  Hero's  deeds  demand' my  kys  - 

Than  e'er  adorn'd  the  ibng^of  ancient  days>  *  :  ; .. 

lUuftrious  Gama,  whon^  the  waves  obey'd. 

And  whofe  dread  fword  the  fate  of  Empire  fway'd^         ;  - 


r 


And  you,  fair  Nymphs  of  Tagus,  parent  ftream>. 
If  e'er  your  meadows  were  my  paftoral  theme. 
While  you  have  liften'd,  and  by  moonfhine  ken 
My  footfteps  wander  o'er  your  banks  of  green,^ 
O  come  aufpicious^  and  the  fong  infpire  :- 

With  all  the  boldnefs  of  your  Hero's  fire  r 
Deep  and  majeftic  let  the  numbers  flow, 
And^  rapt  to  heaven,  with  ardent  fury  glow. 
Unlike  the  verfe  that  fpeaks  the  lover's  grief, 
When  heaving  fighs  afford  their  foft  relief,. 
And  humble  reeds  bewail  tl^  fhepherd's  pain  r 
But  like  the  warlike  trumpet  be-  the  ftrain 
To  roufe  the  Hero's  rage,  and  far  around,. 
With  equal  powers,  your  warriors'  deeds  refbund* 

And  thou,  ^  O  born  the  pledge  of  happier  days. 
To  guard  our  freedom  and  our  glories  raife, 

0 

^  Ring  Sebaftian,  iK^acame  to  the  throne  like  VirgiFs  Pollio,  had  not  tlie  happtnefs  to 

in  his  minority.    Thoa|h  ^e  wann  una-  fnlfil  the  prophecy.     His  endowments  and 

gination  of  Camoens  anticipated  the  praiies  enterpriiing  genius  promifed  indeed  a  glo- 

of  the  future  Hero^  the  young  monarchy  rious  reign..    Ambitious  of  military  laurels^ 
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Given  to  the  world  td  /prcad  religian's  fway, 
And  jpour  o'er  many  a  land  the  mental  4ay, 
Thy  futui:e  Honours  on  thy  fhield  behold, 
The  crofs,  and  vifto^r's  wreath,  emboft  in  gold : 


»  I  r  »■    ' 
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he  led  a  powerful  anny  into  Afi^ca,  09  par^ 
pofe  to  replace  Muley  Hamet  do  the  throne 
of  Morocco,  from  which  he  hadl>een  de- 
pofed  by  Muley  Molucco.  On  the  4th  of 
.APgu^f  15769  in  the  9  cth  year  of  his  a^, 
^e  ^ave  battle  tOv  the  Ulurper  on  die  plains 
.of  Alc2^ar«H  This  was  that  memorable  eiv- 
gagement,  to  which  the.Moonih  Emp^roi:, 
extremely  weakened  hy  £cknefs«  was  carried 
in  hb  litter.  By  iheimpetuofity  of.  the  at>- 
tacky  the  £ril  line  ^of  the  Moori(h  ijifantrv 
was  1broken»  and  the  fecond  diforderecL 
Muley  Molttcco  on  this  mounted  his  horfe, 
difivf  h\s  fahre,  and  would  have  put  himfeU* 
at  the  head  pf  hb  troop,  but  was  prevented 
by  h^s  attendants*  Op  this  a£t  of  violence^ 
his  emotion  of  mind  was  fo  great  that  he 
fell  from  .his  horfe,  and  one  of  his  guards 
having  caueht  him  in  his  arms,  conveyM 
him  to  his  Utter^.  where,  putting  hisr  finger 
on  his  lips  to  enibin  them  iilence,  he  im- 
.meaiatelv  expired.  Hamet  Taba  ftood  by 
the  curtams  ot  thecaniage,opened  them  fron^ 
"time  Xq  tiiie,  and  gave  out  ordefs  .as  if  he 
had  received  them  m>m  the  Emperor.  Vic- 
tory declared  for  the  Moors,  and  the  4efeat 
of  the  Portuguefe  was  fo  total,  that  not 
above  fifty  of  their  whole  army  efcaped. 
Hieron  de  Mendo^at  and  Sebaftian  de  Mefa 
relate,  that  Don  Sebaftian,  after  having  two 
horfes  killed  under  himi  was  furrounded  and 
taken  ;  but  the  party  who  had  fecured  him 
Guanelling  among  themfelves  whofe  pri- 
K>ner  he  was.  a  Moorifh  officer  rode  up  and 
ihiick  the  Kmg  a  blow  over  the  right  eye 
which  brought  him  to  the  ground ;  when, 
defpairing'of  ranfom,  the  others  killed  him. 
Fana  y  £:>afa,  an  txa£Jt^  and  judtdous  hif- 
torian  reports,  that  Lewis  de  Brito  meetinr 
the  King  with  the  royal  ftandard  wrapped 
round  him,  Sebaftian  cried  out,  ^*  Hold  it 
'<  faft,  let  us  die  upon  it."  Brito  affirmed, 
that  after  he  himfelf  was  taken  prifoner,  he 
faw  the  King  at  a  diflance  unpurfned.  Don 
I^cwis  de  Lmna  afterwards  met  him  making 


towards  the  river;,  and  this,  fa^s  the  hiA 
tbxian,  wasthelaft  -time  he  was  ever  feen 
alive.  About  twenty  years  after  this  fatal 
defeat  there  appeared  a  ilranger  at  Venice, 
who  called  himfdfSeteiftian,  iLingof  Porto- 

fal, whom  he  Co  perfe£Uy  refembled,  thatthe 
ortogueie  of  that  city  acknowledged  him 
for  their  Sovereign.  Philip  H.  of  Spain  was 
now  Mafter  of  die  crown  and  kingdom  of 
Portugal.  His  ambafTador  at  Venice  charged 
this  nranger  with  many  attrocious  crimes, 
and  had  intereft  to  get  him  apprehended  and 
thrown  into  prifoa  as  an  imppftor.  He  un- 
derwent twenty-$ight  examinations  before  a 
^mmittee  of  th^  nobles,  in  which  he  clearly 
acquitted  himfelf  of  all  the  crimes  that  had 
been  laid  to  his  charge  1  he  gave  a  difiin^ 
account  of  the  manner  in  which  he  haA 
.pafTed  his  time  from  the  fatal  defeat  at  Al* 
cazar.  It  was  obje£le4»  that  the  fiiceeifor  of 
iMuley  Molucco  fent  a  corps  to  Portugal 
which  had  been  owned  as  that  of  the  King 
by  the  Portuguefe  nobility  who  furvived  tM 
battle.  To  3us  he  replied,  that  his  3^t  de 
chambre  had  produced  that  body  to  facilitate 
i^is  efcape,  and  that  the  nobility  a£kd  upon 
the  fame  motive,  and  Mefa'  and  Baena  con* 
fefs,  that  fome  of  the  nobility,  after  their 
return  to  Portugal,  acknowledged^,  that  the 
corps  was  fo  <&sfieui«d  with  wounds  that  it 
was  impoffible  to  know  it.  He  fhewed  na- 
tural marks  on  his  body,  which  many,  re* 
membered  on  the  perfon  of  the  King  whofe 
name  he  afifumed*  He  entered  into  a 
minute  detail  of  the  tranfa^ons  that  had 
pafTed  between  himiclf  and  the  republic^ 
and  mentioned  the  fecrets  of  ieveral  conveiy 
fations  with  the  Venetian  anibafTadors  in  the 
pakce  of  Lilbon.  The  Committee  were 
ailoniihed,  and  fhswed  no  difpofition  to  de« 
dare  him  an  Impoflor ;  the  Senate  however 
refufed  to  difcuis  the  great  point,  unlefs  re- 
queued by  fome  Prince  or  State  in  alliance 
with  them.  This  generous  part  was  perr 
formed  by  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and  an 

exa* 
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At  thy  command wff.fr<«ra»' we  trofl^.tji  fiae,       .'  i-': 
The  Turk  and  Ar^b .  bend  the  fiipptiamt  koce;  r 
'  Beneath  the  mom^  d«ead;  Ki«g^  tisane  JEmpbaHes;: 
When  midnight" yeilfl  %  Ltifil?ihian  ild'oDj .  . 
And  when  defcending  in  the  weftem  main 

•  •        •  •  •  I  1 

*  The  iwn  ftill  rifes  on  thy  lengthening  reign::.    . 


f  "»  «  r 


^mtniiMiiion  wa<  made  wWi  greatt^otemmty, 

but  no  dccifion  followed,  only  the  Seiiafe 

ifet  hitn^t  fibeny,  and  ordered  Mm  to  depart 

Aeir  dqmkiom  in  three  dsiy s.    In  his  fl Wrt 

lie  tell  into  the  hands  of  the  Spaaiardr, 

wha  oondttded  him  lo  Naples,  where  they 

ti«a»9d  him  with  the  moft  barhaious  indig- 

iikies.    Afttc  they  had  often  exppfed  him, 

mounted -on  an ,  aft,  to  the  crocl  iitfolts  of 

the  brutal  molH  be  was  flupped  on  board  a 

galley  a«  a  flavc.    He  was  then  carried  to 

St.  Lucar,  from  thence  to-  a  caftle  in  the 

b«rt  of  Caitile^  and  never  was  heaid  of 

tt«re.    The  fimmeft  of  his  behaviour,  bis 

tfingt^  modefty  and- heroica^  patience,  are 

meadoned  wth-  admiration  by  Le  Clediu 

To  the  laft  he  mafintained  the  truth  of  his 

affi»ti0B6  ;  a  word  never  flipt  from  his  Kps 

fvUcfa  might  coanlenahee  the  charge  of  Im- 

fohme^  or  jufliiy  the  cruel^r  of  his  pcrfe- 

^fM».    All  Etirepe  were  aftoniihed  at  die 

'Mimflrf  of  Spain,  who,  by  their  method  of 

caoiidaa»ig  it,  had  made  an  af&ir  fo  little 

to  iheir  credit,  the  tojwc  of  general  conver- 

^on  ;  and  their  affertion,  Aat  the  unhap- 

py  fufimr  was  a  magician,   was  looked 

^pon  as  a  tacit  acknowledgement  of 'the 

tintb  of  his  preteniio/is. 

»  Portugal,  when  Camoens  wrote  his  Lu- 
fcad,  was  at  die  zenith  of  its  power  and 
^%>lendop.  The  glorious  fucceffes  which  had 
ac^nded  tKe  arms  of  the  Portuguefe  in 
Ainca,  had  gained  diem  the  highcft  mili- 
toy  reputation.  Their  fleets  covered  the 
***  j'  J  '^^  dominions  and  fettlements 
extended  along  the  weftem  and  eaftern  fides 
of  the  vaft  African  continent.  From  the 
Red  Sea  to  China  and  Japan  they  were  fole 
maftors  of  the  riches  of  the  Baft ;  and  in 
America^  the  fertile  and  ejftcnfive  regions  <rf 


♦Brarft  cjctoipfeatfei  liar  Etapi^  Ttl^itOt 
therdfjjre  td  be  wondered^  at,  that  die  ima- 
ginatiort  of  Camoens  was  w^armed  with  die 
View.tjf  his  Country V  g^atneft,  and  that 
he  talks  of  its  oowcr  and  grandeur  in  a 
UraitTi  which  muft  appear  as  mere  hyperboTe 
to  diofe  whofe  ideas  of  Portugal  are  drawn 
from  its  prefent  diminiflied  ftate.  After  the 
defea^t.of  Don  Sebaftian  it  Alcazar,  which 
was  tfce  ftrfl^  fteo  of  the  dedenfion  of  the 
Portuguefe  granlem',  his  uncle  Cardinal  Eiv- 
ricus  afcended  the  thtone;  but  he  dying 
after  a  reign  of  two  Tears,  Philip  IT,  of 
Spain  made  himfelf  maftcr  of  the  kingdom 
of  Pbrtugnl,  which  remained  ui^der  the 
Spanifli  ^ke  for  about  flxtjr  years.  During 
this  j>enod,  theDdtchpoffeffed  diemfelv^ 
of  die  beft  Portuguefe  fe  ttlcments  in  the  Eaft 
Indies,  in  A'frica  and  America ;  and  thu^ 
a  fudden  evening  interrupted  the  grandeur 
Xff  the  PbrtugueJe :  So  juft  is  the  obferva- 
tion  of  Goldfinidi, 

Tbat  Trade's  proud  Empke  haftes  to  fwift 

decay, 
.As  Ocean  fweeps  the'labouc'dmole  away  ^ 
t^VKile  felf-.d«>endpnt  power  can  time  defv. 
As  rocks  refill  th?  billows  and  the. ficy,    ' 

May  the  BneHih^  Eaft  India  Company,  in 
tiie  midft  of  their  (ucceflcs,  ronemba*  the 
ftte  of  their  precteceffors,  and  ever  be  guarded 
agrinft  diat  politic  people,  who,  accordbg 
•0  t^e  prmdples  on  which  they  have  alwa^ 
aftfcd,  would  take  the  fame  arfvantBigej  of 
the  weaknefs  of  Bngfcmd,  which*  heretofore 
they  took  of  die  diftreflcs  of  Pbrtugal ! 
^^  Tie  5«fflf— Imitated  perhaps  ftt)m  RutS- 
lius,  fpeaking  of  the  Roman  Empire, 

Fohfitur  iffg  fiii,  qui  cv^fpicit  omuia^Pbalut^ 
Jt^ui  ,tuu  prtcs  in  tua  cmlit  ipiot. 

or 
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Thou  blooming  Scion  of  the  nobleft  ftem^ 

Our  nation's  fafety,  and  biir  age's  gem^ 

O  young  Sebaftian,  haften  to  the  :primc 

Of  manly  youthj .  toFaoxie's  high  itomple  cUmb : 

Yet  now  attentive  hear  liie  Mufc's  lay 

While  thy  green  years  to  manhood  fpeed  away : 

The  youthful  temrprs  of  thy  brow  fulpend. 

And,  O  propitious,  to  the  fang  attend, 

The  numerous  ibng,  by  Patriot-pai&on  fir'd. 

And  by  the  glories  of  ^thy  race  infpir'd : 

To  be  the  Herald  of  my  Country's  fame 

My  firft  ambition  and  my  deareft  aim : 

Nor  conquefts  fabulous,  nor  actions  vain. 

The  Mufe's  paflime,  here  adorn  the  ftrain : 

Orlando's  fury,  and  Rugero's  rage. 

And  all  the  ho'oes  of  tV  Aonian  page, 

The  dreams  of  Bards  fnrpafs'd  the  world  fhall  view. 

And  own  their  boldeft  fiflions  may  be  true ; 

Surpafs'd,  and  dimm'd  by  the  fupeiior  blaze 

Of  Gama's  mighty  deeds,  which  here  bright  Truth  difplays. 

Nor  more  let  Hiftory  boafl:  her  heroes  old. 

Their  glorious  rivals  here,  dread  Prince,  behold  : 

Here  ftiine  the  valiant  Nunio's  deeds  unfeign'd, 

Whofe  (ingle  arm  the  falling  ft  ate  fuftain'd ; 

or  more  probably  from  thefe  lines  of  Bo-       Inqm  tuu  Pbeebus  regnis  orun/fue  cantnjqui 
chanant  aadrefled  to  Jobn  m.  king  of  For-  Fix  tongumftjf^  nnJeret  wre  diem^ 

iBgal,  the  grand  father  of  Sebaftian.  St  quacunqut  n) ago  ft  cir€im*voMt  Olympo 

Jljklgit  ratibuifamma  mimfirm  tw. 

Here 
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Here  fearlefs  Egas*  w,ars,  and,  Fuas,  tliine,       ,  ' 

To  give  full  ardour  to  the  fong  combine;     , 

But  ardour  equal  to  yoiar  ma^rtial  ire 

Demands  the  thundering  founds  of  Homer's  lyre. 

I  To  match  the  Twelve  fo  long  by  Bards  renown'd. 

Here  brave  Magrizo  arid  his  Peers  are  crown'd 

(A  glorious  Twelve !.]  with  deathlefs  laurels,  won 

In  gallant  arms  before  the  Englifh  throne. 

Unmatched  no  more  the  Gallic  Charles  fhall  Hand, 

Nor  Caefar's  name  the  firft  of  praife  command : 

Of  nobler  afts  the  crowned  Alphonfos  fee, 

Thy  valiant  Sires,  to  whom  the  bended  knee 

Of  vanquifti'd  Afric  bow'd.    Nor  Itis  in  fame. 

He  who  confin'd  the  rage  of  civil  flame. 

The  godlike  John,  beneath  whofe  awful  fword 

Rebellion  crouch'd,  and.  trembling  own'd  him  Lord. 

Thofe  Heroes  too,  who  thy  bold  flag  unfurl'd,  - 
And  fpjcead  thy  banners  o'er  the  eaftern  world, 
Whofe  fpears  fubdued  the  kingdoms  of  the  morn, 
Their  names,  and  glorious  wars  the  fong  adorn  : 
The  daring  Gama,  whofe  unequal'd  name 
Proud  monarch  fliines  o*er  all  of  naval  fame : 
Caftro  the  bold,  in  arms  a  peerlefs  knight. 
And  ftern  Pacheco^  dreadful  in  the  fight : 

•  -■ 

'  To  match  tbi  Twelve  fo  long  by  Bards       the  Epifode  Of  Magrizo  and  his  eleven  com- 
r^itfw»V— The  Twelve  Peers  of  France,       panioiiSj  fee  the  iixth  Luiiad. 
often  mentioned  in  the  old  Romances,    For 

The 
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The  two  Almeydas,  names  for  ever  dear, 
By  Tago's  nymphs  embalm'd  with  many  a  tear ; 
Ah>  (till  their  early  fate  the  nymphs  (hall  moum> 
And  bathe  with  many  a  tear  llieir  haplefs  urn : 
Nor  (hall  the  godlike  Albuquerk  reftrain 
The  Mufe's  fury  5  o'er  the  purpled  plain 
The  Mufe  (hall  lead  him  in  his  diundering  car 
Amidft  his  glorious  brothers  of  the  war» 

Whofe  fame  in  arms  refounds  from  iky  to  {ky» 
And  bids  their  deeds  the  power  of  death  deff^ 
And  while,  to  thee,  I  tune  the  duteous  lay, 
Aflume,  O  potent  King;  thine  Empire's  fway ; 
With  thy  brave  hofl:  through  Afric  march  along, 

And  give  new  triu'mphs  to  immortal  fong : 

•  •       •    • 

On  thee  with  earncft  eyes  the  nations  wait, 

And  cold  with  dread  the  Moor  expefts  his  fate; 

The  barbarous  Mountaineer  on  Taurus'  brows 

To  thy  expefted  yoke  his  flioulder  bows  ^  ' 

To  thee,  fair  Thetis  yields  her  blue  domain. 

And  binds  her  daughter  with  thy  nuptial  chain ; 

And  from  the  bowers  of  heaven  thy  Grandfires  ^  fee 

Their  various  virtues  bloom  afrcfh  in  thee  ; 

One  for  the  joyful  days  of  Peace  renown'd, 

And  one  with  War's  triumphant  laurels  crown'd : 

" Thy  GrMMra—JtAm  III.  Kingof Porto-       and  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  who  wat  en- 
«d,  celebnted/ar  a  long  and  peaceW  rci^n }       gaged  in  almoft  contimid  wars. 

C  With 


^o 


T  H/  E^       IJ    UTS    I   ad: 


r  *  < 


0o^ft  t 


it     il 
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With  joyful  hands,  t^  cfeck  thy  rtiaMy  Br«iw; 
They  twine  the  Idui^r  ftAd  the  dl!^6^bdiigh  j 
With  joyful  ieyei  i  gforicftis  tHtcfne  the;^  ^, 
In  Fame's  eternal  dome;  refery'd '  foi'  thise. 
Yet  while  thy  youthfiil  hand  dela^  te  Vidd' 
The  fcepter'd  power,  brtliunder  of  tfie  fitlA,^ 
Here  view  thine^  Argonauti,  in  feai  tihknoWir^ 

And  all  the  terrors  of 'th6  bumirfgione. 

Till  their  proud  ftandaids^  rfear'd  m  other  fkictf. 

And   all  their  conqudfts  meet  thy  ^pranderirtg  *  eyes. 

«  # 

Now  far  from  land^  o'er  Neptune's  dread  abode 
The  Luiitanian  fleet  triumphant  rode  -, 
Onward  they  traced,  the  wide  and.  lonefome  main» 
Where  changeful  Proteus  leads  his-  fcaly  train  $ 
The  dancing  vanes  before  the  Zephyrs  flow'd^ 
And  their  bold  keels  the  traftlefs  Ocean  plow'd ; 
Unplow'd  before,  the  green-ting'd  billows  rofe,      ,     . 
And  curl'd  and  whiten'd  round  the  nodding  prows. 
When  Jove,  the  God  who  with  a  thought  controuls 
The  raging  feas,  and  balances  the  poles^ 


1/!. 


^  jfnite  novum  tarditfidus  timenfiCusaddat^ 
^ua  locus  Erigonen  inter  cbth/qut  fe^ueutes 
Panditur:  if  Jo  tibi  jam  btacbia  tontrahit 

ardens 
Siorpius^  it  ccfU  jufta  plus  parte  reUfuit. 

ViRc.  G.  L 

^  Some  Critics  have  condemned  Virgil 

for  ftopping  his  narrative  to  introduce  even 

a-  (hort  obiervation  of  his  own,     Milton's 


Keaiitifiil  comptadnt  of  his  blindhefs  has  been 
blamed  for  the  fame  reafon,  a»  being  no  part 
of  die  fabjed  of  his  Poem.  The  addxt^ls  of 
Camoens  to  Don  Sdxaltian-  has  not  efcaped 
the  hme  cenfare;  though  in  ibme  meame 
midefervedly,  as  the  Poet  has  had  the  art 
to  interweave  therein  fome  part  of  the  ge- 
neral ^gument  of  his  poem. 

From 


V 
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From  hcav'n  beheld,  and  will'd,  in  fovereign  ftate. 

To  fix  the  eaftem  World's  depending  fate :  '  \ 

Swift  at  his  nod  th'  Olympian  herald  ^ies,  ^ . .  .    ' 

And  calls  th*  immortal  fenate  of  the  ikies ;       .   .  ! .  ' 

Where,  from  the  fbvereign  throne  of  earth  and  Jieavon,  ■ 

Th*  immutably  decrees  of  fate  are  given. 

Inftant  the  Regents  of  the  fpheres  of  light. 

And  thofe  who  nrie  the  Jjaler  orbs  (6^  night, "   -  f'    - 

With  thofe,  the  gods  whofe  delegated  fwzf  • 

The  burning  South  and  frozen  North  obey  ;<   . 

And  they  ^whofe  empif^  fee  the  day-ftar  rife,     '    Ji  :'ir'    .!  f 

And  evening  Phoebus  leave  the  weftefti  fldes,  ^       '  i.:.   I  . 

All  inftant  pour'd  along  the  milky  road. 

Heaven's  chryftal  pavements  glittering  'as  tiifey  trdti*  :^  -  ^ 

And  now,  obedient  to  the  dread  command,  -'   *  •       ^  ^  • 

Before  their  awful  Lord  in  order  ft  and.  .     .  .'     - 


»  *  ^ 


Sublime  and  dreadful  oix  his  regal  thtx>ne,  .    > 

That  glow'd  with  ftars,  and  bright  as  lightning  ihtme^  -  . 
Th'  immortal  3ire,  who  darts  the  thunder,  fate, 
The  crown  and  (ceptre  ^dded  folemn  ftate  s 
The  crown,  of  heaven's  own  peairls,  whofe  aurdent  twfi)  y    I 
Flam'd  round  his  brows,  outfhoiie  the  diamondfs  Utaze  : :  ^i  / 
His  breath  fuch  gales  of  ySt^l  fi^igraiiee- 0iedi  :  '• 

As  might,  with  fikldeai  life,  infpire  the  dead: 

C  2  Supreme 
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Supreme  Cpntroul  throned  m  his  awful  eyes 

Appeared,  and  mark'^l  the  Monarch  of  the  fkies. 

On  feats  that  burn*d  with  pearl  and  ruddy  gold, 

The  fubjeft  Gods  their  fovereign  Lord  enfold,  . 

Each  in  his  rank,  when,  with  a  voice  that  fhook 

The  towers  of  heaven  the  world's  dread  Rulct  fpoke : 


Immortal  heirs  of  light,  my  purpoft  hear» 
My  counfels  ponder,,  and  the  Fates  revere  : 
Unlefs  Oblivion  o'er  your  minds  has  thrown 
Her  dark  blank  fl^des,   to.you^  ye  Qods,  are  known 
The  Fate's  Decree,  and  ancient  warlike  Fame 
Of  that  bold  race  which  boafts  of  Lufus'  name  j 
That  bold  etlv^nt'rous  race  the  Fates  declare, 
A  potent  empire  in  the  Eaft  fliall  rear„  , 

Surpaffing  Babel's  or  the  Pcrfian  fame. 
Proud  Grecia's  boaft,  or  Rome's  iUuftrious  name. 
Oft  from  thofe  brilliant  feats  have,  you  beheld 
The  fons  of  Lufiis  oh  the  dufty  fields 
With  few  triumphant  o'er  the  numerous  MoorSi, 
Till  from  the  beauteous  lawns  on  Tagus'  ihores 
They  drove  the  cruel  foe.    And  oft  has  heaven 
Before  tfaeii^  troops  the  proud  Caftilians  driven ; 
While  Viftory  her  eagle-wings  difplay'd 
Where'er  their  Warriors  waved  the  ihining  blade. 


Nor 
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Nor  refts  unknown  how.  Liifus*  heroes  fibod 

V 

When  Rome's  ambition  dy' d  the  world  with  blood ; 
What  glorious  laui^els  Viriatus  *  gain!d, 
How  oft  his  fword.witR  Roman  gore  was  ftain'd ; 
And  what  fair  palms  their  martial  ardour  crown'd^ 
When  led  to  battle  by  the  Chief  renown'd, 
Who  •  feign*d  ^  daemon,  in  a  deer  concealed. 
To  him  the  counfels  of  the  Gods-  revealed. 


1 1 


"  This  brave  Lufitanian,  who  was  firft  a 
Ihepherd  and  a  famous  hanCer,  and  after- 
wards a  captain  of  banditti,  exafperated  at 
the  tyranny  of  the  Romans,  encouraged  his 
countrymen  to  revolt  ai|d  (hake  off  the  yol^e. 
Being  appointed  General,  he  dief4ated  Veti-^ 
lins  ukt  Praetor,  who  commanded  in  Lufit^- 
nia,  or  farther  Spain.  After  this  he  de*' 
feated  in  three  pitched  battles,  the  Pnetors 
C.  Plantius  Hypfsens,  and  Claudius  Unima- 
nus,  though  they  led'againft  him  very  nu- 
melius  armies.  For  ii^  ye^  he  continued. 
Tidlorious,  putting  the  Romans  to  flight 
wherever  he  met  them,  and  laying  wafle 
the  countries  of  their  allies.  Having  ob- 
tained fuch  advantages  over  the  Proeonful 
Servilianus,  that  the  only  choice  which  was 
left  to  the  Roman  army  was  death  or  fla- 
very ;  the  brave  Viriatus,  inftead  of  putting 
them  all  to  the  fword,  as  he  could  eafily  have 
done,  fent  a  deputation  to  .the  General,  of- 
fering to  conclude  a  peace  with  him  on  this 
fingle  condition.  Thai  be  Jhould  xontinui 
Mafttr  of  tbi  Country  noitf  in  bis  ^o^ver^  and 
that  the  Romans  fiionld  nmain  p»ffijffed  of 
the  reft  of  Spain, 

The  Proeonful,  who  expelled  nothing 
but  death  or  ihivery,  thought  thefe  vtry 
favourable  and  moderate  terms,  and  without 
beiitation  concluded  a  peace,  which  was  foon 
after  ratified  by  the  Roman  fenate  and  peo- 
ple. Viriatus,  by  this  treaty,  compleated 
the  glorioua  defign  he  had  always  in  view»^ 


which  was  to  tttSt  a  kin»lom  in  the  vafi 
country  he  had  conquered  mm  theRepublic. 
And  had  it  not  been  for  the  treachery  of 
the  Romans,  he  would  have  "become,  as 
Florus  calls  him,  the  Romuhis  of  Spain :. 
VU  would  have  founded  a  monarchy  capable 
of  counterbalancing  the  power  of  Rome. 
'  The  Senate,  ftill  defirous  to  revenge  theix 
late  defeat,  foon  after  this  peace  ordered 
Of,  Servilitts  Cjcpio  to  exafperate  Viriatus^ 
and  force  him  by  repeated  afironts  to  com- 
mit the  firft  adb  of  hoftility.  But  this  mea^ 
artifice  did  not  fucceed  :  Viriatus  would  not 
be  povoked  to  a  breach  of  the  peace.  Od 
this  the  Confcript  Fathers,  to  the  eternat 
difgrace  of  their  Republic,  ordered  Csepia 
to  delare  war,  and  to  proclaim  Viriatus,  who 
had  given  no  provocation,  an  enemy  ta 
Rome.  To  this  bafenefs  C«pio  added  ftill 
a  greater ;  he  corrupted  the  ambafiadors 
whith  Viriatus  had  fent  to  negotiate  with^ 
him,  who,  at  the  inftigation  of  the  Roman^. 
treacheroufly  murdered  theii  Pkofledor  and 
General  while  he  flcpt.— ^-Univ.  Hist, 

*  Sertorius,  who  was  invited  by  the  Lu- 
fitanians  to  defend  them  againft  the  Ro- 
mans. He  had  a  t^ime  white  Hind,  which 
he  had  accuftomed  to  follow  him,  and  from 
which  h^  pretended  to  receive  the  inftruc- 
tions  of  Diana.  By  this  artifice  h&impofed. 
upon  die  fuperftitipn  of  that  peoples 

Vid.  Flut. 
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And  now  ambitious  to  extend  their  Tway. 

Beyond  the^r  conquefts  on  ihe  £outhmoi}:  bay 

Of  Afric's  fwarthy  coaft,  pn  flQat^ng  wood 

They  brave  the  tetrors  .of  the  dreary  flood, .    * 

Where  only  blaek-wing 'd  njifts  have  howerld  o'cr^       .' 

Or  driving  clouds  have  (ail'd  the  wuve  before  ; 

Beneath  new  ikies  they  hold  thei^  dreadful  w^ay 

To  reach  the  cradle  of  the  new-bc^n  4ay ;  ^ , . 

And  Fate,  whofe  mandates  unrevoked  remain. 

Has  willed,  that  long  fhall  Lfiifus'  offspring  reign 

The  lords  of  that  wide  fea,  lyhoie  waves  behold 

The  fun  come  forth  enthroned  iii  burning  gold. 

But  now  the  tedious  length  of  winter  paft, 

Diftrefs'd  and  weak,  the  heroes  faint  at  laft« 

What  gulphs  they  dared,  you  faw,  what  ftorms  they  braved. 

Beneath  what  various  I;ieavens  their  banners  w^aved  I 

Now  Mercy  pleads,  and  foon  the  rifing  land 

To  their  gla4  eyes  fhall  o'er  the  waves  expand'; 

As  welcome  friends  the  nativics  fhall  receive, 

With  boraily  feafjt  them,  -  and  with  joy  relieve. 

And  when  refrefhment  fhall  their  ftrength  renew. 

Thence  fljall  they  turn,  and  their  bold  roy t  purfue. 

'  So  fpokc  high  Jove :  TSie  God$  in  filepce  heard. 
Then  rifing  each,  by  turns,  his  thoughts  preferr'd : 

But 
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But  chief  vfzs  Bafcihm  '  of  the  adverfe  train  3 
Fearful  he  was,  nor  fear'd  his  pride  in  vaiii, 
Should  Lufus*  13^  arrive  oii  Indiaisfliore,  (   . 

His  ancient  honours  would  be  named-  no  mbrt  • 

No  more  in  Nyfa*  ?  fhttuid  the  natives  tell 

What  kings,  what  mighty  hofts  before  him  fell. 

The  fertile  vales  beneath  the  i*iiSAg  ftin 

He  view'd  ks  his,'  by  right  of  viftbry  wonr, 

And  deem'd  that  ever  in  immiortal  fong 

The  Conqueror's  titUt  {hould  to  hini  belong. 

Yet  Fate,  he  knew,  hdd  will'd,  that  loo&'dfrom  Spain 

Boldly  adventurous  thro*  the  polar  main, 

A  warlike  race  fhould  come,  rehown'd  in  arms. 

And  Ihake  the  eaftern  wotM  with  war'S  alarms, 

Whofe  glorious  conquefts.aifd  eternal  fame 

In  black  Oblivion's  waves  fhould  whelm  his  name. 


Urania- Venus  ',  Qj^en  of  facrM  Loye, 
Arofe  a  pleader  on  the  part  of  Jove  5 


'  But  chief 'wgs  Bacchus »^  The  French 
Tranflator  has  the  following  note  on  dib 
place:  Le  Camoens  n^a  fouftant fait  en  cela 
que  future  PexemfU  de  rScriture,  comme  eHi 
le  'voit  dans  ces  paroles  du  ftimieire  chapHre 
de  Job,  Qoidaun  autem  die  cum  venifTent, 
&c.  Utt  Jour  que  Us  enfant  du  Seigniur 
s^etoifnt  affemhk  devant  fontrontf  Satan,  j 
wsuauffif  &ci 

^  No  more  in  Nj/a.-^kn  antient  city  in 
India  facred  to  Bacchtts. 

'  (7raffftf-A1nMr/*— Ai— An  Imiiikn  poet  hat 


given  the  following  defcription  of  the  celef- 

tial  Venus. 

^efta  e  vaga  di  Dio  Venere  bella 
Vicifut  al  Soiot  efopra  ogni  altra  ejtdla 
^uifta  e  quella  heata^  a  cui  s^inchina^ 
A  cm  fi  *volge  dejiando  amore^ 
Chiamata  cui  del  Ciet  rara  e  di*uind 
Beha  che  vien  tra  not  per  noftro  honore,   ' 
Per  far  h  menri  dejiando  al  Cielo 
Qbliare  Paltrui  col proprio  veio, 

Martel.^ 

Her 
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Her  eyes,  well  pleas'd,  in  Lufus^  fons  could  trace 

A  kindred  likenefs  to  the  Roman  race. 

For  whom  of  old  fuch  kind  regard  flic  •  bore; 

The  fame  their  triumphs  on  fiarbaria's  fliore. 

The  fame  the  ardour  of  their  warlike  flame. 

The  manly  mullc  of  their  tongue  the  *  fame : 

Affedlion  thus  the  lovely  Goddefi  fway*d. 

Nor  lefs  what  Fate's  unblotted  page  difplay'd^ 

Where'er  this  people  fliould  their  empire  raife, 

She  knew  her  altars  would  unnumbered  blaze. 

And  barbarous  nations  ^t  her  holy  flirine 

Be  humanized,  and  taught  her  lore  divine* 

Her  ipreading  honours  thus  the  one  infpired. 

And  one  the  djcead  to  lofe  hi£  worfliip  fired. 

Their  ftruggling  faftions  fliook  th'  Olympian  ftate 

With  all  the  clamorous  tempeft  of  debate. 

Thus  when  the  ftorm  with  fudden  guft  invades 
The  antient  foreft's  deep  and  lofty  fliades, 

The  burfl:ing  whirlwinds  tear  their  rapid  courfe, 

The  fliatter'd  oaks  crafli,  and  with  echoes  hoarfe 

The  mountains  groan,  while  whirling  on  the  blaft 

The  thickening  leaves  a  gloomy  darknefs  caft ; 

*  Set  the  note  In  the  Second  Book  on  the  Cvm  fauca  corrmpfa^  ere  f  «#  he  Latimm. 
/bllowingpaflage.;—                                            Qjialifications  are  never  elegant  in  poetry. 

*  7 he  manly  mufie  of  their  tongue  the  fame*  -  their  toi^me 

— Camoens  fays,  H^bich  Jhe  thinh  Lati»  with  /matt  dro/s 

£  na  lingea^  na  qualfuando  imaginaf  among. 

Such 
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Such  was  the  tumult  in  the  bleft  abodes. 
When  Mars,  high  towering  o'er  the  rival  Gods, 
Stept  forth :  ftern  fparkles  from  his  eye  balls  glancM, 
And  now,  before  the  throne  of  Jove  advanc'd, 
O'er  his  left  flioulder  his  broad  fliield  he  throws. 
And  lifts  his  helm  above  his  dreadful  brow^ : 
Bold  and  enrag'd  he  (lands,  and,  frowning  round, 
Strikes  his  tall  fpear-ftafF  on  the  founding  ground  ; 
Heaven  trembled,  and  the  light  turn'd  pale ' — Such  dread 
His  fierce  demeanour  o'er  Olympus  fpread ; 
When  thus  the  Warrior, — O  Eternal  Sire, 
Thine  is  the  fceptre,  thine  the  thunder's  fire, 
Supreme  dominion  thine  5  then.  Father,  hear, 
^hall  that  bold  Race  which  once  to  thee  was  dear. 
Who  now  fulfilling  thy  decrees  of  old. 
Through  thefe  wild  waves  their  fearlefs  journey  hold. 
Shall  that  bold  Race  no  more  thy  care  engage. 
But  fink  the  victims  of  unhallowed  rage ! 
Did  Bacchus  yield  to  Reafon^s  voice  divine, 
Bacchus  the  caufe  of  Lufus'  fons  would  join, 
Xufiis,  the  lov'd  companion  of  his  cares. 
His  earthly  toils,  his  dangers^  and  his  wars  x 
JBut  Envy  ftill  a  foe  to  worth  will  prove. 
To  worth  though  guarded  by  the  arm  of  Jove. 
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•and  tbi  light  turn*ii pak'^'^Thit       die  happieft  manner  of  Camoens, 


tHooeht  in  fiie  Original  has  (bmethin^  in  it  O  ce9  trenuo^  e  Apollo  defmtado 

Udfygreati  thoa^  it  is  not  expreifed'in  Hum  paw  a  lux  ftrdn,  comoinfiado^ 

D  Then 
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Then  thou,  dread  Lord  of  Fate,  iinmov'd  remain^. 
Nor  let  weak  change  thine  awftd  counfels  ftain,. 
For  Lufus'  Race  thy  promised  favour  Ihcw  i 
Swift  as  the  arrow  from  Apollo's  bow 
Let  Maia's  fon  explore  the  watery  way, 
Where  fpent  with  toil,  with  weary  hopes,  they  ftrayj. 
And  fafe  to  harbour,  through  the  deep  untried,. 
Let  him,  impower'd,  their  wandering  vefiels  guide  y 
There  let  them  hear  of  India's  wifli*d*for  ihore>, 
And  l)almy  reft  their  fainting  ftrength  f^eftore.. 

*        •  * 

He  fpoke:  high  Jove  affentii^  bow'd  the  head^^^ 
And  floating  clouds  of  neftar'd  fragrance  fhed  : 
Then  lowly  bending  to  th'  Eternal  Sire^ 
Each  in  his  duteous  rank,  the  Gods  retire;, 

Whilft  thus  in  Heaven's  bright  palace  Fate  was  weighed,. 
Right  onward  ftill  the  brave  Armada  ftray'd : 
Right  -on  they  fteer  by  Ethiopia's  ftrand 
And  paftoral  Madagafcar's  ^  verdant  land. 
Before  the  balmy  gales  of  cheerful  fpring, 
I  With  heav'n  their  friend,  they  fpread  the  canvas  wing  > 
The  Iky  cerulean,  and  the  breathing  air, 
The  lafting  promife  of  a  calm  declare. 

^  And  pajttral  Madagafcar — Called  bjr  of  the  Moon;  and  by  the  Portoffoefe,  the 
tlie  ancient  Geoeraphers  Menuthia,  and  Ifle  of  St.  Laurence^  on  whofe  |eaiyal  thry 
Cerna  Ethiopica;  by  tbe  aatives,  the  liland       <Ufcoveied  it. 

The 
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£ehind  them  now  the  Cape  of  Prafo  bends, 
Another  Ocean  to  their  view  extends, 
Where  black-topt  iflands,  to  their  longing  cyes^ 
Lav*d  by  the  gentle  waves  %  in  profpeft  rife. 

But  Gama,  (ca,ptain  of  the  vent'rous  band, 

* 

Of  bold  emprize,  and  bom  for  high  command, 
Whofe  martial  fires,  with  prudence  clofe  allied, 
Eniured  the  finiles  of  fortune  on  his  fide) 
Bears  off  thofe  ihores  which  waAe  and  wild  appeared. 
And  eaftward  ftill  for  happier  climates  fteer'd : 
When  gathering  round  and  blackening  o'er  the  tide, 
A  fleet  of  fmall  canoes:  the  jPilot  fpied  $ 
fioifting  their  fails  o£  palm-tree  leaves,  inwove 
With  curious  art^  a  fwarming  crowd  they  move : 
liOng  were  their  boatSi  and  iharp  to  bound  along 
Through  the  dafh'd  waters,  broad  their  oars  and  ftrong : 
The  balding  rowers  on  their  features  bore 
The  fwarthy  marks  of  Phaeton's  '  fall  of  yore :  ' 


•  Lit^d  hj  the  gentli  wofves-^Tht 
Aal  (ky$9  the  Sea  ihewed  Aem  new  Ukhl 
wUch  it  encircled  and  laved*    Thus  rendered 
by  Fanfliaw« 

Nit/Mae  difchs^d  ntav  ifies  which  hi  did  play 
JiUut^  amdwth  his  hillenvt  danc*t  the  hen. 


of  Phaeton's  /all— 


'feruHt  luBu  Cjenum  Pheulems  etmatip  • 
PepuUas  inter  frendis  umbramque  ferorum 
Dum  eemitf  iS  mafium  mufafilatwr  amorem,: 
'Camentem  melli  piuma.Auxlffe/emeSam, 
LimfMinteat  terras^  etfidera  nfoee  fewntenu 

Viae, 


The  hiftorica!  ftnndation  of  itfae  fable  of 

D  2 


Phaeton  is  this.  Phaeton  was  a  yoang  en- 
terprifing  Prince  of  lib^  Croffing  the 
Mediterranean  in  'qn^ft  of  adventures  he 
landed  st  Epirus,  fnom  whence  he  went  ta 
Italy  to  fee  his  intimate  friend  Cygnus. 
Phaeton  was  fkilled  in  aflrologj^t  from  whence 
lie  arrogated  to  himfelf  the  title  of  the  fim 
.of  Ap(3lo«  One  day  in  the  heat  of -fiunmer 
aa  he  was  .riding  along  the  banka  of  the  Po« 
his  horfes  took  fright  at  a  clap  of  thander* 
and  plnnj^  into  me  river,  wnere  together 
with  their  mafter  they  perifhed*  Cygnas« 
who  was  a  Poet,  celehvatied  the  death  of  his 
fiiend  in  verfc,  from  whence  the  fable. 

y id.  Plotar.  jn  vtt.  Fyrr« 
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When  flaming  lightnings  fcorch'd  the  banks  of  Po^ 
And  nations  blacken'd  in  the  dread  o'erthrow^ 
Their  garb,  difcover'd  as  approaching  nigh> 
Was  cotton  ftrip'd  with  many  a  gaudy  dye : 
'Twas  one  whole  piece  beneath  one  arm  confin'd. 
The  reft  hung  loofe  and  fluttered  on  the  wind  j 
All,  but  one  breaft,  above  the  loins  was  bare, 
And  fwelling  turbans  bound  their  jetty  hair  : 
Their  arms  were  bearded  darts  and  faulchions  broad^ 
And  warlike  muiic  founded  as  they  row'd. 
With  joy  the  failors  few  the  boats  draw  near. 
With  joy  beheld  the  human  face  appear : 

What  nations  thefe,  their  wondering  thoughts  explore 
What  rites  they  follow,  and  what  God  adore  I 
And  now  with  hands  and  kerchiefs  wav'd  in  air 
The  barb'rous  race  their  friendly  mind  declare. 
Glad  were  the  crew,  and  ween'd  that  happy  day 
Should  end  tlftir  dangers  and  their  toils  repay. 
The  lofty  mafts  the  nimble  youths  aicend. 
The  ropes  they  haule,  and  o'er  Ae  yard-arms  bend  j 
And  now  their  bowfprits  pointing  to  the  fhore, 
A  fafe  moon'd  bay,  with  flacken'd  fails  they  bore : 
With  cheerful  fliouts  they  furl  the  gathered  fail 
That  lefs  and  lefs  flaps  quivering  on  the  gale ; 
The  prows,  their  fpeed  ftopt,  o'er  the  furges  nod. 
The  falling  anchors  dafh  the  foaming  flood ; 

When 
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When  fudden  as  they  ftopt,  the  fwarthy  race 
With  fmiles  of  friendly  welcome  on  each  face, 
Alert  and  bounding,  by  the  cordage  climb  v 
Illuftrious  Gama,  with  an  air  fublime, 
Soften'd  by  mild  humanity,  receives. 
And  to  their  chief  the  hand  of  friendfhip  gives, 
Bids  fpread  the  board,  and,  inftant  as  he  faid,   r 
Along  the  deck  the  fpftive  board  is  fpread : 
The  fparkling  wine  in  chryftal  goblets  glows. 
And  round  and  ropnd  with  cheerful  welcome  flows. 
While  thus  the  Vine  its  fprightly  glee  infpircs. 
From  whence  the  fleet,  ^t  fwarthy  Chief  enquires. 
What  feas  they  paft,  what  vantage  would  attain. 
And  what  the  ihore  their  purpofe  hop'd  to  gain  ? 
From  farthefl:  wefl:,  the  Lufian  race,  rqyly. 

To  reach  the  golden  eaftem  fkores  we  try. 

Through  that  unbounded  fea  whofe  billows  roll 
From  the  cold  northern  to  the  foathem  pole ; 
And  by  the  wide  extent,  the  dreary  vaft 
Of  Afric's  bays,  already  have  we  pafl: ;        * 
And  many  a  fky  have  feen,  and  many  a  fhore. 
Where  but  fea-^monfters  cut  the  waves  before. 
To  fpread  the  glories  of  our  Monarch's  reign. 
For  India's  Ihore  we  brave  the  tracklefs  main, 
Our  glorious  toil,  and  at  his  nod  would  brave 
The  difmal  gulphs  of  Acheron's  black  wave. 
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And  now,  in  turni:  your  race,  your  .Country  tdl, 
If  on  your  lips  fair  truth  delights  to  dwell. 
To  us,  uncpnfcious  of  the  falfehood,  ihew 
What  of  thefe  feas  and  India's  iite  you  AidQw^ 


Rude  are  the  natives  here>  the  Moor  reply'd^ 
Dark  are  their  minds,  and  brute-defire  thdr.guidei 
But  we  of  alien  bloody   and  Grangers  here,' 
Nor  hold  their  cuiloms  nac  their  laws  revere. 
From  Abram's  •  race  our  holy  prophet  fprung, 
An  Angel  taught,  and  heaven  infpir'd  his  tongue; 
His  facred  rites  and  mandates  we  obey^  ^ 
And  diilant  Empires  own  his  holy  fway. 
From  ide  to  ifle  our  trading  veiTels  roam, 
Mozambic's  harbour  our  commodious  hiune. .    , 
If  then  youf  fails  for  India's  ihores  ei^and» 
For  fultry  Ganges  or  Hydafpes'  ftrand. 
Here  fhall  you  find  a  Pilot  fkill'd  ta  guide 
Through  all  the  dangers  of  the  perlous  tide,. 
Though  wide  fpread  fhelves,  and  cruel  rocks  unfeen. 
Lurk  in  the  way,  and  whirlpools  rage  between. 
Accept,  mean  while,  what  fruits  thefe  iflands  hold^ 
And  to  theHegent  let  your  wiih  be  told. 


'MohawmffJ,  wlw>  wa»  dekended       ear* 


Then 
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Then  may  your  mates  the  needful  ftores  provide,. 
And  alt  your  various  wants  be  here  fupplied. 

So  (pake  the  Moor,  and  bearing  (miles  untrue 
And  figns  of  friend(faip>  with  his  bands  withdrew. 
O'erpower'd  with  joy  unhop'd  the'(ailor$  ftoo4>, 
To  find  fuch  kindne(s  on  a  fhore  fa  rude. 


Now  (hooting  o'er  the  flood  his  fervid  blaze». 
The  red-brow'd  Sun  withdraws , his  beamy  ray  a  5; 
Safe  ia  the  bay  the  crew  forget  their'  cares. 
And  peaceful  re(t  their  wearied  ftrength  repsurs. 

^^^  _  ,14-  «  •  .  < 

Calm  Twilight '  now  his  drpwfy  mantle  fpreads^ 

■    y  A         k        *  < 

And  (hade  onftade,  ]the  glooin  ftill^  deepening  (beds; 

The  Moon,  fullorb^  forfakes  her  watery,  cave, . 

And  lifts  her  lovely  head  Above  the  wave* 

The  fnowy  fplendor^  of  her  modeft  ray 

Stream  o'er  the  gli(Vning  waves,  and  quivering  play : 

Around  her,,  glittering  oathe  heav'ns  arch'd  brow. 

Unnumbered  ftars,  enclos'd  in  azure,  glow. 


I  Calm  Tnuiligbt  iv0w— — CamoenSr  in 
iSSb  pailager  hai  imitated  Homer  in.  the 
manner  of  Virgil :  by  diverfifying  the  fcone 
he  has  made  the  defcription  his  own.  The 
paflage  alkded  to  is  in  the  eighdb  Iliad ; 

Thus  elegantly  tnnflated  by  Pope : 

Ji  when  the  moon^  refulgent  lamp  of  night, 
i^*tr  heaven* s  elear  azure  fpnads  her  Jaerti 


Ifhen  not  a  Breath  difiurbt  theMep  fertne%^ 
And  not  a  clouJ  o^ercaftt  thefolemnfienei 
Around  her  threne  the  vivid  planets  roll. 
And  ft  art  unnumbered  gild  the  glomdngpoU^ 
G*er  the  dark  trees  ayelhvser  verdure  ft^ed^ 
And  tip  vnth  filver  every  mountain* s  headi 
Then  Jbine  the  vaUs^  the  roeks  inproJpeS  ri/e^ 


A  flood  of  ghrj  hurfts  from  all  the  Jkies  : 
The  eonjeious  fwains  rejoicing  in  the  fyht. 
Eye  the  blue  vaults  and  blefs  the  ufe/uT  lights 


Thick 
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Thick  as  the  dew-drops  of  the  rofy.  dawn, 
Or  May-flowers  crouding  o'er  the  daify-lawn : 
The  canvas  whitens  in  the  filvery  beam. 
And  with  a  paler  red  the  pendants  ^leatn « 
The  mafts*  tall  fliadows  tremble  o'er  the. deep 5 
The  peaceful  winds  an  holy  filence  keep; 
The  watchman's  carol  echo'd  from  the  prows, 
Alone,  at  times,  awakes  the  ftill  repofe. 

Aurora  now,  with  dewy  luftre  bright. 
Appears,  afcending  on  the  rear  of  night. 
With  gentle  hand,  as  feeniing  oft  to  paufc. 
The  purple  curtains  of  the  morn  fhe  draws ; 
The  fun  comes  forth,  and  foon  the  joyful  crew. 
Each  aiding  each^  their  joyful  tafks  purfue. 
Wide  o*er  the  decks  the  fpreading  fails  they  throw  j 
From  each  tall  maft  the  waving  ftreamers  flow ; 
AH  fecms  a  feftive  holiday  on  board 
To  welcome  to  the  fleet  the  ifland*s  Lord. 
With  equal  joy  the  Regent  fails  to  meet. 
And  brings  frefli  cates,  his  ofierings;,  to  the  fleet: 
For  of  his  kindred  Race  their  line  he  deems. 
That  favage  Race  wTio  rufti'd  from  Cafpia's  ftreama, 
Aiid  triumphed  o'er  'the  Eafl:,  and,  Afia  won, 
In  proud  Byzantium  fixt  their  haughty  throne. 

Brave 
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Brave  Vasco  hsuls  the  chi^  wsth  hondft  -fimks. 

And  gift  for  gift  with  Uberal  httnd  hp  piles. 

His  gifts,  the  boaft  of  Europe's  arts  difclofe. 

And  fparkling  r^  the  wine  of  Tagus  flows. 

High  on  the  fhrouds  the  wopdering  failors  hizng. 

To  note  the  Moorifh  garb^  and  barbarous  tongue : 

Nor  lefs  the  iuhtle  Moor,  with  wonder  fired. 

Their  mien,  their  drefs,  and  lordly  fiiips  admired : 

Much  he  enquires  their  King's,  their  Country's  name. 

And,  if  from  Tur^y's  fertile  ifliores  th^  came  ? 

What  God  they  worihipp'd,  what  their  facred  lore^ 

What  arms  they  wielded,  and  what  armour  wore  ? 

To  whom  brave  Gam  As  Nor  of  Hagar's  blood 

Am  I,  nor  plow  from  Izmael's  ftiores  the  flood  i 

From  Europe's  Arvtd  I  trace  tftie  foamy  way. 

To  .find  the  regic^ns  of  the  infant  day. 

The  God  we  worraip  ftxetch'd  yon  heaven's  high  bow. 

And  gave  thefe  fwelUng  waves  to  roll  below ; 

The  hemifpheres  of  mght  and  day  he  fpread. 

He  fcoop'd  each  vale,  and  reared  each  mcwntain's  head  > 

His  Word  produc'd  the  nations  of  the  earth, 

And  gave  the  fpirits  of  the  flcy  their  birth  j 

On  Earth,  by  him,  his  holy  lore  was  ^ven. 

On  Earth  he. came  to  raife  mankind  to  heaven. 

Aad  now  bdidd,  what  xnoft  your  eyes  defire. 

Our  ihining  armour,  and  our  arms  of  fire  i 

E  And 
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For  who  has  once  in  friendly  peacfe  behelil> 
Will  dread  to  meet  them  on  the  battle  field. 


Strait  ■  as  he  fpoke  the  Magazines  difplay'd 
Their  glorious  Ihew,  where,  tire  on  tire  inlaid, 
Appeared  of  glittering  fteel  the  carabines. 
There  the  plumed  helms,  and  ponderous  brigandines  ;, 
O'er  the  broad  bucklers  fculptur'd  orbs  emboft 
The  crooked  faulchions  dreadful  blades  were  croft : 
Here  clafping  greaves,  and  plated  mail-quilts  ftrong^ 
The  long-bows  herCj  and  rattling  quivers  hung, 
And  like  a  grove  the  burnifli'd  fpears  were  feen. 
With  darts,  and  halberts  double-edged  between ; 
Here  dread  grenadoes,  and  tremendoua  bombs,, 

With  deaths  ten  thoufand  lurking  in  their  wombs, 

» 
And  far  around  of  brown,  and  dulky  red 

The  pointed  piles  of  iron  balls  were  fpread. 

The  Bombadeers,  now  to  the  Regent* s  view 

The  thundering  mortars  and  the  cannon  drew  j 

Yet  at  their  Leader's  nod,  the  fons  of  flame 

(For  brave  and  generous  ever  are  the  fame) 


s  Strait ajheypoie'^'^^Theieknndotk of  txpRqui  in  fiu  des  mots  la  RiUgitm  emits 

die  armoaiy,  and  the  account  which  Vafco  Portugais  /td'uentf  Pu/agt  des  armis  Jont  Us 

de  Gama  gives  of  his.  religion,  confiib,  in  fi/er^uint  dam  iagturre,  it  U  diffiin  qmMt 

the  Original,  of  thirty-two  lines,  which  M.  ament. 

Caftera  has  reduced  into  the  following /en-  This  omiffioR  afibrds  ns  one  of  die  niuib- 

tence :  Ltur  Gcuitneur  fait  diffenntis  qui/-'  berlefs  inftanoes  of  the  unpoctical  taAe  of  the 

tiom  mt  Cafitaiwii  qui  f§ur  k  /(tuisfain  hd  Fxe&di  Paxapluift* 

Withheld 
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Withheld  their  hands^  nor  gave  the  feeds  of  fire 
To  roufe  the  thunders  of  the  dreadful  tire. 
For  Gama*s  foul  difdain'd  the  pride  of  fhew 
Which  a£ls  the  lion  o*er  the  trembling  roe. 


His  joy  and  wonder  oft  the  Moor  cxpreft, 
But  rankling  hate  Jay  brooding  in  his  breafl ; 
With  fmiles  obedient  to  his  will's  controul, 
Jle  veils  the  purpofe  of  his  treacherous  foul : 
For  Pilots,  confcious  of  the  Indian  ftrand 
Brave  Vasco  fues,  and  bids  the  Moor  command 
What  bounteous  gifts  (hall  recompence  their  toils ; 
The  Moor  prevents  him  with  aflentihg  finiles, 
Refolved  that  deeds  of  death,  not  words  iof  air, 
Shall  firft  the  hatred  of  his  foul  declare  ; 
Such  fudden  rage  his  rankling  mind  poifeft. 
When  'Gama's  lips  Mefliah's  name  confeft. 
Oh  depth  of  heaven's  dread  will,  that  rancorous  hate 
On  heaven's  beft  lov'd  in  every  clime  (hould  wait  5 


s  When  Gama^j  lips  MeJfiaPs  name  confeft. 
•—This,  and  of  confeqaence,  the  leafon  of 
the  Moor's  hate,  is  entirely  omitted  by 
Caftera.  The  oririnal  is^  the  Moor  con- 
ceived hatred,  **  knowing  they  were  fol- 
^*  lowers  of  the  truth  which  the  Son  of 
*'  David  taaght."  Thus  rendered  by  Fan- 
JhaWy 

Xntnvtng  fbey  -follrw  4 hat  unerring  Ughe^ 
Tbe  Son  o/Da'vid  holds  out  ia  Ass  Book, 

By  this  Solomon  muft  be  uAderftood,  not 
the  Meffiah,  as  meant  by  Camoens. 


Zacoda,  (governor  of  Mozambic)  made 
no  doubt  but  our  people  were  of  fome  Mo- 
hammedan country.— The  mutual  exchange  . 
of  good  offices  between  our  people  and  thefe 
iflanders  promifed  a  loner  continuance  of 
friendlhip,  but  it  proved  otherwife/  No 
fooner  did  Zacocia  underftand  they  were 
Chriftiansy  than  all  his  kindnefs  was  turned 
into  the  moft  bitter  hatred;  he  began  to 
meditate  their  ruin,  and  fought  by  every 
means  to  defboy  the  fleet. — Oforio,  Bp. 
of  Sylves,  Hift.  of  the  Portug.  Difcov. 


E   2 


Now 
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Now  fmiling  round^  oh  all  the  wondering  cre«r 
The  Moor  attended  by  his  \i9od^  withdrew ;. 
His  nimble  barges  foon  apptfoachtU  tlit  hAd, 
And  fhouts  of  joy  received'  him  o»  the  ftrsnd^ 


From  heaven"^  high  dome  the  Vintage^^od  bdiekl  ^ 
(Whom  *  nine  long  monidis  h«s  fathec>  diigh  eonceal'd); 
Well-pleafed  he  majfk'd  the  Moor's  detecmined  hate 
And  thus  his  mind  revolved  ia  felf-dsbate : 


Has  heaven,  indeed^  fuch  glonous  tot  ordaia'd ! 
By  Lufus'  race  fuch  conquefts  to  be  gainU 
O'er  warlike  nations,  and  oa  India- s  fhore. 
Where  I  unrival*d,  daim^d  the  palm  before ! 
I  fprung  from  Jove!  and  ihall'thefe  wandering  f^w^ 
What  Amnion's  fbn  unconquer'd  left,  fubduie ! 
Ammon'5  brave  fon  who  led  the  Gtod  of  war 
His  (lave  auxiliar  at  his  thundering  car ! 
Mufl  thefe  poiTefs  what  Jove  to  him  deny'd, 
Poffefs  what  never  footh'd  the  Roman  pride ! 
Muft  thefe  the  Viftor's  lordly  flag  difplay 
With  hateful  blaze  beneath  the  riling  day. 


^  }Fbom  nine  long  months  bis  father^ s  inimnqr  m  a  cave  of  mount  Mero8,«Auc9i*m 
fbtgb  conceaPJ. — According  to  the  Ara-  Greek  fignifiea  a  this^.  Hence  the  fable, 
tbiaos*  Bacdutt  was  nooriihM  during  hU 

Mj 


B<M>«  i:-  r  l¥  E-       I^  U   S   I  A   Ds 

My  name  difhonout'd^  aiid  iliy  tiStorics  ftain'tf, 
0'ertum*d  my  altart,-  a*id  itiy  ferines  profaned  \ 
No — be  it  mine  td^  fAxi  t3ie  Regents  hate^ 
Qccafion  feized  commandb'lHe  aftioh^s  fate; 
'Tis  mine — ^this  captain  now  my  dread  no  more, 
Shall  never  fhtakis'f&sfpeai  ote'  Jsidia-^  ihore. 


2'f 


So  fpake  the  Power,  arrd'  \/ith'  tlie'  lightniiig'sl  flight 
For  Afric  darted  thro*  die  fields  of  fight. 
^  His  form  divine  he  cloath'd  in  human  fhape. 
And  ru(h*d  impetuoiis  o'er  the  rocky  cape  : 
In  the  dark  femblance  of  a  Idobr  he  came 
For  art  and  old  experience  known  to  fame : , 
Him  all  his  peers  with  humble  deference  heard 
And  all  Mozambic  and  its  prince  rever'd : 
The  Prince  in  hafte  he  ibught,  and  thus  exprell 
His  guileful  hate  in  friendl^y  cDUnfel  dreft : 


And  to  the  Regent  of  this  ifle  alone 
Are  thefe  Adventurers  and  their  fraud  unknown? 
Has  Fame  concealed  their  rapine  from  his  ear  ? 
JNor  brought  the  groans  of  plundered  nations  here  ? 

^  Mis  form  divine  bi  •chatffd  in- human  Jhafe* 

AUB9tw*vttm  faciim  tt  flhiatia-memhra 
£xtdt  ;  in  vultus/e/e  tratisformat  amies ^ 
Ef/rottUm^  oycienum  tugu^ulM.      !■  r        Viju  Eoi.  7, 


Yet 
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Yet  ftill  their  hands  the  peaceful  olive  bore  '  '  / 

Whene'er  they  anchor'd  on  a  foreign  ftiofe : 

But  nor  their  feeming,  nor  their  oaths  I  tfuft,        ,  -•'  ^%..^u'' 

For  Afric  knows  them  bloody^  and-  unjuft.       ^  ,, 

The  nations  fink  beneath  their  lawlefs  force. 

And  fire  and  blood  have  mark'd  their  deadly  courfe.    . 

We  too,  unlefe  kind  heaven  and  Thou  prevent, 

Muft  fall. the  viftiras  of  their  dire  intcxyt,    . 

And,  gafping  in  the  pangs  o£^  death,  behold. 

Our  wives  led  captive,  and  pur  daughters  fold. 

By  ftealth  they  come,  ere  morrow  d^wn,  to  bring 

The  healthful  beverage  from  the  .living  fpring ; 

Arm'd  with  his  troop  the  Captain  will  appear^ 

For  confcious  fraud  is  ever  prone  to.  fear. 

To  meet  them  there  feleft  a  trufty  band«  - 

And  in  clofe  ambufti  take  thy  filent  Jflrand, 

There  wait,  and  fudden  on  the  heedlefs  foe 

> 

Rufh,  and  deftroy  them  ere  they  dread  the  blow. 
Or  fay  fhould  fome  efcape  the  fecret  fnare 
Saved  by  their  fate,  their  valour,  or  their  care. 
Yet  their  dread  fall  Ihall  celebrate  our  ifle. 
If  fate  confent,  and  thou  approve  the  guile. 
Give  then  a  Pilot  to  their  wandering  fleet. 
Bold  in  his  art,  and  tutor'd  in  deceit ; 
Whofe  hand  adventurous  fhall  their  helms  mifguide;, 
To  hoftile  fhores,  or  whelm  them  in  the  tide* 

So 
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« 

So  fpoke  the  God^  in  femblance  of  a  fage 
Renown'd  for  counfel  and  the  craft  of  ^ge. 
The  Moor  with  tranfport  glowing  in  his  face 
Approved»  and  caught  him  in  a  kind  embrace  ; 
And  inftant  at  the  "word  his  bandis  prepaid 
Their  bearded  darts  and  implements  of  war. 
That  Lufus'  fbns,  might  purple  with  their  gore. 
The  chryftal  fountain  which  they  fought  on  ftiore: 
And  ftill  regardful  of  his  dire  intent, 
A  fkilful  pilot  to  the  bay  he  (ent  j .    . 
Of  honeft  mien,  yet  pra£lifed  in  deceit, 

ft 

Who  far  at  diftance  on  the  beach  mould  wait, 
And  to  the  Tcaped,  if  fome  fhoufd  Tcape  the  fnare 
Should  offer  friendfhip  and  the  pilot's  care^ 
But  when  at  Tea,  on  rocks  (hould  dafh  their  pride, 
And  whelm  their  lofty  vanes  beneath  the  tide. 

r 

Apollo  now  had  left  his  watery  bed. 
And  o'er  the  mountains  of  Arabia  fpread 
His  rays  that  gloWd  with  gold ;  when  G ama  rofe. 
And  from  his  bands  a  trufty  fquadron  chofe : 
Three  fpeedy  barges  brought  their  cafks  to  fill 
From  gurgling  foimtain,  or  tjie  chryftal  rill : 
FuU-arm'd  they  came,  for  brave  defence  prepared, 
For  martial  care  is  ever  on  the  guard : 

And 


And  fecret  warnipg?  ever  afj^  }JJ\PJ^   ;    :    ^  -     • 
On  wifdom  fuch  as  >yaked  on  G^vma's  bc^aft^ 


J.  /  i i> 


And  now,  as  fwiftly  fprjnging  6'cr  thp  tide , 


>  f  -  '  1    ;    '  -      rr  I 


«  « 


Advanced  the  ooats,  a  troop  of  Mpprs  thev  fpy'd  j 
O'er  the  pale  fands  the  fable  warrior^  crowd. 
And  tofs  their  threatening. darts,  and  ihout  aloud^ 
Yet  feemine  artlefs,  though  they  dared  the  nght, 
Their  eager  hope  they  placed  m  artful. flight. 
To  lead  brave  Gama  where  unfeen  by  day 
In  dark-brow'd  fliades  their  filent  airibufh  lay. 
With  fcomful  geftures  o'er  the  beach  they  ftride. 
And  pufh  their  level'd  fpear?  with  barbg^rous  pride, 
Then  fix  the  arrow  to  the  bended  bow. 
And  ftrike  their  founding  (hields,  ,and  dare  the  .foe. 
With  generous  r^ge  the  I^ufian  Race  beheld. 
And  each  brave  breaft  with  indignation  fwell'd. 
To  view  fuch  foes  like  iharling  dogs  difplay 
Their  threatening  tuflcs^  and  brave  the  fai\guine  frav; 
Together  with  a  bojiad  they  fpring  to  land. 
Unknown  whofe  ftep  firft  trode  the  hotftile  ftrand. 

Thus  ^,  when  to  ^in  his  beauteous  Charmer's  finite, 
The  youthful  Lover  dares  the  bloody  toil, 

^  Thus  'whtnHgaim  bit  hatm^us  (Ji^rmr*!      tttufc  in  Spain,  where  it  jb  Jifii^l  to  k$ 

fmilii  vounv  Gtaaemen  of  die  befifamifies  enter- 

^he youthful  Lover  dares  the  hUeiy  toiU  uig  the  lifts  to  fieht  with  a  Bttll,  adorned 

*Iliu  fimiiie  is  taken  from  a  fiivoorite  ex«-       with  ribbon«»  and  armed  with  a  javelm  or 

kind 
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Before  the  nodding  Bull's  ftern  front  he  ftands. 

He  leaps,  he  wheels,  he  fhouts,  and  waves  his  hands : 

The  lordly  brute  difdains  the  ftripling'^s  rage. 

His  noftrils  fmoke,  .an4>  eager  to  engage. 

His  homed  brows  he  levels  with  the  ground, 

And  fhuts  his  flaming  eyes,  and  wheeling  round 

With  dreadful  bellowing  rufhes  on  the  foe, 

And  lays  the  boaftful  gaudy  champion  low. 

Thus  to  the  fight  the  fons  of  Lufus  fprung. 

Nor  flow  to  fall  their  ample  vengeance  hung : 

With  fudden  roar  the  carabines  refound, 

And  burfting  echoes  from  the  hills  rebound ; 

The  lead  flies  hifllng  through  the  trembling  air. 

And  death's  fell  daemons  through  the  flaflies  glare* 

Where,  up  the  land,  a  grove  of  palms  enclofc. 

And  caft  their  .fliadows  where  the  fountain  flows, 

T'he  lurking  ambufti  from  their  treacherous  ftand 

Beheld  the  combat  burning  on  the  ftr^nd : 

They  fee  the  flafti  with  fudden  lightnings  flare^ 

And  the  blue  fmoke  flow  rolling  on  the  air.: 

They  fee  their  warriors  drop,  and,  fl:arting,  hear 

The  lingering  thunders  burfting  on  their  ear. 

■ 

kind  6f  cotlfls,   which  the  Spaniards  call  leros  being  very  expe^  at  this  valoroas  exer- 

Macbete.    Though  Camoens  in  this  defcrip-  cife,  and  ambitious  ta  difplay  their  dexteri- 

tion  of  it  has  nven  the  vi^ry  to  the  Bull,  tv,  which  is  a  fure  recommendation  to  the 

it  \txy  feldom  ?o  happens,  the  young  Cabal-  favour  and  good  opinion  of  the  Ladies. 

Amaz\i, 
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Amazed,  appall'd,  the  treacherous  ambufti  fled, 
And  raged  \  and  curft  their  birth,  and  quaked  with  dread. 
The  bands  that  vaunting  (hew'd  their  threaten'd  migjkt^ 
With  flaughter  gored,  precipitate  in  flight ; 
Yet  oft,  though  trembling,  on  the  foe  they  turn 
Their  eyes  that  red  with  luft  of  vengeance  burn  i 
Aghaft  with  fear  and  item  with  defpetate  rag;e 
The  flying  war  with  dreadful  howls  they  wage, 
Flints"*,  clods,  and  javelins  hurling  as  they  flLy,, 

As  rage  and  wild  defpair  their  hands  fupply : 
And  foon  difperfl,  their  bands  attempt  no  more 
To  guard  the  fountain  or  defend  the  fhore : 
O'er  the  wide  lawns  no  more  their  troops  appear  t 
Nor  fleeps  the  vengeance  of  the  Viftorhere^ 
To  teach  the  nations  what  tremendous  fate 
From  hi^  right  arm  on  perjufd  vows  fhould  wait. 
He  feized  the  time  to  awe  the  eaftern  world, 
And  on  the  breach  of  faith  his  thunders  hurVd. 
From  his  black  fhips  the  fudden  lightnings  blaze. 
And  o'er  old  Ocean  flafli  their  dreadful  rays : 

*  T TT —  '  fiMldiKta^  Jamque  faces  et  faxa  <volant,  furor  arma 

O  nfelbo  imrti,  e  a  may,  fut  ojSb9  ma.  mmftrat.                 Vtfto,  Eh.  !•. 

Thus  tnmilatcd  by  Fanihaw,  "Hie  Spanidi  Commentator  on  this  Place 

curft  their  ill  luck,  relates  a  very  extraordinary  inftancc  of  the 

tVM  Devik  atui  tbt  Dmn  tbmt  g^e  them  ^^f""^  ^f*"*  miniftrans.    A  Porfiugucfc  Sol- 

fuck.  ^^^^  ^  ^^^  ^^^S^  of  ^i«  ill  the  Indies  being 

fiuTounded  by  the  encmy^  and  having  no 

■  Flints,  clods,  andjaiteUns  burling  as  th'ej^  ball  to  charge  his  muiket,  pulled  out  one  of 

A*  ^"  teeth,  and  with  it  ftpplied  the  place  of 

Jsrag/t^i^c^  a  bullet. 

White 
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White  cloiid^  om  clouds  inroU'd  the  fmdcc  afcends. 
The  bui^fting  tumult  hcaven*s  wide  concave  reruis : 
The  bays  and  caverns  of  the  winding  jhore 
Repeat  the  cannon's  and  the  mortar's  roar: 

♦  • 

The  bombs,  far-flaming,  hiis  along  the  iky. 
And  whirring  through  the  air  the  bullets  fly ; 
The  wounded  air  with  hollow  deafen'd  found. 
Groans  to  the  direful  ftrife,  and  trembles  round. 

Now  from  the  Moori^  town  the  fliccts  of  fire. 
Wide  blaze  fucceeding  blaze,  to  heaven  afpire. 
£lack  rife  the  doudt  of  finoke,  and  by  the  gales 
Borne  down,  in  fl;reams  hang  hovering  o'er  the  vales ; 
And  flowly  floatii^  round  .die  mountain's  head 
Their  pitchy  mantle  o'er  the  landfcape  i^read, 
Unnumber'd  fea-fowl  rifing  from  the  fhore. 
Beat  round  in  whirls  at  every  cannon's  roar: 
Where  o'er  the  fmoke  the  mails'  tall  heads  appear. 
Hovering  they  fcream,  then  dart  with  fudden  fear. 
On  trembling  wings  ^r  round  and  round  they  fly, 
A.nd  fill  with  difmal  clang  their  native  Iky* 
Thus  fled  in  rout  confus'd  the  treacherous  Moors  ^ 
From  field  to  fidd,  ihen,  haftning  to  the  fhores, 
Some  truft  in  boats  their  wcakh  and  lives  to  fave, 
And  wild  with  dread  they  plunge  into  the  wave; 

F  2  Some 
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Some  fpread  their  arms  to  fwim,  and  fome  beneatb 
The  whelming,  billows,  ftruggling,  pant  for  breath. 
Then  whirl'd  aloft  their  ndftrils  fpout  the  brine  j 
While  fhowering  ftill  from  many  a  carabine^ 
The  leaden  hail  their  fails  and  veffels  tore, 
Till  ftruggling  hard  they  reach'd  the  neighb'ring,  fhore  :. 
Due  vengeance  thus  their  perfidy  repay'dj 
And  Gama's  terrors  to  the  Eaft  difplay'd,. 

Imbrown'd  with  duft  a  beaten  pathway  ftiews-* 
Where  *midft  unbrageous  palms  the  fountain  §iows>^ 
From  thence  at  will  they  bear  the  liquid  health  -y^ 
And  now  fole  mafter^  of  the.ifland's  wealth,. 
With  coftly  fpoils  and  eaftern  robes  adorn'd,.   ^ 
The  joyful  viftors  to  the  fleet  return'd*^ 

With  hell's  keen  fires  flill  for  revenge  athirffi. 
The  Regent  bums,,  and  weensy  by  fraud  accurft,,  ^ 

To  ftrike  a  fiirer,.  yet  a  fecret  blow,. 
And  in  one  general  death  to  whelm  the  foe*. 
The  promifed  Pilot  to  the  fleet  he  fends 
And  deep  repentance  for  his  crime  pretends. 
Sincere  the  Herald  feems,  and  while  he  lpeaks> 
The  winning,  tears  fteal  down  bis  hoary  cheeks. 
Brave  Gam  a,  touch'd  with  generous  woe,  believe$i 
And  from,  his  hand  the  Pilot's  hand  receives ; 

A  dreadful 
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A  dreadful  gift !  inftrufted  to  decoy, 

In  gulphs  to  whelm  them,  or  on  rocks  deftroy. 


37 


The  valiant  Chief,  impatient  of  delay. 
For  India  now  refumes  the  watery  way^j 
Bids  weigh  the  anchor  and  unfurl  the  fail, 
Spread  full  the  canvas  to  the  riling  gale ; 
He  fpoke  j  and  proudly  o'er  the  foaming  tide. 
Borne  on  the  wind,  the  full-wing*d  veffels  ride ; 
While  as  they  rode  before  the  bounding  prows 
The  lovely  forms  of  fea-bom  nymphs  arofe. 
The  while  brave  Vasco^s  unfufpeftihg  mind 
Yet  fear'd  not  ought  the  crafty  Moor  defign'd : 
Much  of  the  coaft  he  afks,  and  much  demands 
Of  Afric's  Ihores  and  India's  fpicy  lands. 
The  crafty  Moor  by  vengeful  Bacchus  taught 
Employ 'd  on  deadly  guile  his  baneful  thought  j 
In  his  dark  mind  he  plann'd,  on  Gama's  head 
Full  to  revenge  Mozambic  and  the  dead. 
Yet  all  the  Chief  demanded  he  reveal'dj 
Nor  ought  of  truth,  that  truth  he  knew,  conceal'd : 
For  thus  he  ween'd  to  gain  his  eafy  faith. 
And  gain'd^  betray  to  flavery  or  to  death. 
And  now  fecurely  trufting  to  deftroy. 
As  erft  falfe  Sinon  fnared  the  fons  of  Troy, 


Behold, 
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Behold,  difclofing  from  tjw  iky,  hirrifis,        :'.••..; 

Far  to  the  north, .  yoh  £loucl-4itke  iflp  arifc : 

From  ancient  times  the  natives  of  the  fhore 

The  blood-ftain'd  Ima^?  on  tjip  Crofs,  adore; 

Swift  at  the  word,  the  joyful  Gama  /cry'd,  .      . 

For  that  fair  ifland  tm:n  tije  helm  afide, 

O  bring  my  veffels  whpre  thp  ChdJlii^ns  4^-eIl^ 

And  thy  glad  lips  tnjr  gratitwde  fhall  tell : 

With  fallen  joy  thp  tneachcrous  Moor  comply'fi^ 

And  for  that  if^aad  turn'd  t;^^  Helm  ^fide. 

For  well  Quiloa's  f>y^rthy  rs^Qe  h^  knf^Wj ' 

Their  laws  and  fa^th'  tp  J^^ar's  offspring  tru^ ; 

Their  ftrength  in  war,  through  M  the  aatibns  r^und^ 

Above  MozambiG  and  hex  powers  rfmcmu'd^ 

He  knew  what  hate  the  Chriftian  name  they  b^r-e, 

And  hoped  that  la^te  on:  Vasco's  bands  to  pour. 


1. 


Right  to  the  lan4  the  fiiiithlejfe  Pilot  fteers, 
Right,  to  the  land  the  glad  Armsdft  feesf s,; 
But  heavenly  Love's  fair  Qgepn ",  whpfe  wajtchfttl  care 
Had  ever  been  their  guide*  beheld  the  faare. 


»  But  heavenly  Love*t/air  ^een — When 
Gam  A  arrived  in  the  Eaft,  the  Mpon  \uere 

'the  only  people  who  engroffed  the  trade  of 
thofe'  parts. .  Jealous  of  fuch  forxnidable 
rivals  as  the  rortuguefe,  they  employed 
every  artifice  to  accomplifh  t)ie  tIeibm£lioii 

^of  Gama's  fleet,  for  they  forefaw  the  con- 
ff  quenees  of  his  return  to  Portugal.     As  the 

i  Mooes  were  acquainted  with  thefe  feas  and 


rpoke  the  Aral>ic  language.  Gam  a  w« 
oUi^  to  es^loy  tlfna  }^\i  9»  Ptio^  fq4 
Interpreters.  The  circumfhmce  n6w  men« 
tioived  by  C^o^nt  ifi  an  hilitodoal*  f^U 
The  Mooriih  Pilot,  fays  De  Barros,  in- 
tended to  condtt£l  the  PQrtvQ[«efe  intp  C^i- 
loa,  telling  them  that  place  was  inhabited 
by  Chriftians,  but  a  fudden  ftorm  anfing^ 
drove  the  ileet  from  that  ihore»  where  death 


or 
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A  fudden  ftorm  ihe  rais'd :  Loud  howl'd  the  blaA, 
The  yard-arms  rattledi^  and  each  groaning  ma£t 
Bended  beneath  the  weight*    Deep  funk  the  prows. 
And  creaking  ropes  the  creaking  ropes  oppofe  ; 
In  vain  the  Pilot  would  the  fpced  reftrain. 
The  Captain  fhouts,  the  Sailors  toil  in  vain  -, 
Allope  and  gliding  on  the  leeward  fide 
The  bounding  veffels  cut  the  roaring  tide : 
Soon  far  they  paft ;  and  now  the  flacken'd  fail 
Trembles  and  bellies  to  the  gentle  gale  : 
Now  many  a  league  before  the  tempeft  toft 
The  treacherous  Pilot  fees  his  purpofe  croft  : 
Yet  vengeful  ftill^  and  ftill  intent  on  guile. 
Behold,  he  cries,  yon  dim  emerging  ifle : 
There  live  the  votaries  of  Mefliah's  lore 
In  faithful  peace  and  friendfhip  with  the  Moor. 
Yet  all  was  falfe,  for  there  Meffiah's  name, 
Reviled  and  fcorn'd,  was  only  known  by  fame. 
The  groveling  natives  there,  a  brutal  herd. 
The  fenfual  lore  of  Hagar's  fon  preferr'd. 


mr  flavery  would  l^xt  been  the  certain  fate- 
of  Gam  A  and  his  companions,  Thevillany 
of  the  Pilot  was  afterwards  ^Fcovered.  As 
Gam  A  was  endeavouring  to  enter  the  port 
ef  Mombaze  his  (hip  (brock  on  a  fand  bank, 
and  finding  their  purpofe  of  bringing  him 
into  the  harbour  defeated,  two  of  the 
Moori(h  Pilots  leaped  into  the  fea  and  (Warn 
aiihore.  Alarmed  at  this  tacit  acknowledee- 
mcnt  of  guilt.  Gam  a  oniered  two  otEer 


Mooriih  POots  who  remained  on  boai^  to  be 
examined  by  whipping,  who,  after  fome 
time,  made  a  fall  confeffion  of  their  in- 
tended villany.  This  difcovery  greatly  en- 
couraged Gam  A  and  hi^  nleil,  who  not^  in- 
terpreted the  fudden  (tbrm  which  had  driven 
them  from  (^ioa  as  a  miraculoos  interpo- 
(ition'  of  the  Divine  Providence  in  their  fn- 
vdur. 

With 
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With  joy  braVe  GANiA  hears  the  artful  tiale. 

Bears  to  the  harbour,  and  bids  furl  the  fail. 

Yet  watchful  ftill  fair  Love's  celeftial  Queen      : 

Prevents  the  danger  with  an  hand  unfeen ;  . 

Nor  paft  the  bar  his  ventrous  veffels  guides, 

And  fafe  at  anchor  in  the  road  he  rides.  ^ 

Between  the  ifle  and  Ethiopia's  land 
A  narrow  current  laves  each  adverfe  flrand ; 
Clofe  by  the  margin  where  the  green  tide  flows. 
Full  to  the  bay  a  lordly  city  rofe  j 
With  fervid  blaze  the  glowing  Evening  pours 
Its  purple  fplendors  o'er  the  lofty  towers ; 
The  lofty  towers  witli  milder  luftre  gleam, 
And  gently  tremble  in  the  glafly  ftream. 
Here  reign'd  an  hoary  King  of  ancient  fame  5    ' 
Mombaze  the  town^  and  fertile  ifland's  name* 

As  when  the  Pilgrim,  who  with  weary  pace 
Through  lonely  waftes  untrod  by  human  race^ 
For  many  a  day  difconfolate  has  ftray'd. 
The  turf  his  bed,  the  wild-wood  boughs  his  ihadea 

O'erjoy'd  beholds  the  cheerful  feats  of  men 

> 

In  grateful  profpeft  rifing  on  his  ken : 
So  Gama  joy'd,  who  many  a  dreary  day 
Had  trac'd  the  vafl:,  the  lonefome  watery  way. 

Had 
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Had  feen  new  ftars,  unkown  to  Europe,  rife, 
And  brav'd  the  horrors  of  the  polar  Ikies  : 
So  joy'd  his  bounding  heart,  when  proudly  reared, 
The  fplendid  City  o'er  the  wave  appear'd, 
Where  heaven's  own  lore,  he  trufted,  was  obey'd. 
And  Holy  Faith  her  facred  rites  difplay'd,- 
And  now  fwift  crowding  through  the  horned  bay 
The  Moorifh  barges  wing'd  their  foamy  way. 
To  Gama's  fleet  with  friendly  fmiles  they  bore 
The  choiceft  produdls  of  theii-  cultured  fhore.  . 
But  there  fell  rancour  veil'd  its  ferpent-head, 
Though  feftive  rofes  o'er  the  gifts  were  fpread. 
For  Bacchus  vcil'd,  in  human  fhape,  was  here, 
And  pour'd  his  counfel  in  the  Sovereign's  ear. 

O  piteous  lot  of  Man's  uncertain  ftate ! 
What  woes  on  life's  unhappy  journey  wait ! 
When  joyful  hope  would  grafp  its  fond  defire. 
The  long-fought  tranfports  in .  the  grafp  expire. 
By  fea  what  treacherous  calms,  what  rufhing  ftorms, 
And  death  attendant  in  a  thoufand  forms ! 
By  land  what  ftrife,  what  plots  of  fecret  guile. 
How  many  a  wound  from  many  a  treacherous  fmile ! 
O  where  ihall  Man  efcape  his  numerous  foes, 
And  reft  his  weary  head  in  fafe  repofe ! 

END    OF    THE    FIRST    BOOK. 
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TH  E  fervent  luftre  of  the  evening  ray 
Behind  the  weftern  hills  now  died  away. 
And  night,  afcending  from  the  dim-brow'd  eaft. 
The  twilight  gloom  with  deeper  fhades  increaft ; 
When  Gama  heard  the  creaking  of  the  oar. 
And  markt  the  white  waves  lengthening  from  the  fhore^- 
In  many  a  IkifF  the  eager  natives  came. 
Their  femblance  friendihip,  but  deceit  their  aim. 
And  now  by  Gama's  anchor'd  fhips  they  ride. 
And,  Hail  illuftrious  chief,  their  leader  cried. 
Your  fame  already  thefe  our  regions  own. 
How  your  bold  prows  from  worlds  to  us  unknown 

G  3  Have 
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Have  braved  the  horrors  of  the  Ibuthern  malnv 
Where  ftorms  and  darknefs  hold  their  endlefs  reign, 
Whofe  whelmy  waves  our  weftward  prows  have  barred 
From  oldeft  times,  and  ne'er  before  were  dared 
By  boldeft  Leader  :  Eameft  to  behold 
The  wondrous  hero  of  a  toil  fo  bold, 
To  you  the  Sovereign  of  ihefe  iflands  fends 
The  holy  vows  of  peace,  and  hails  you  friendsV 
If  friendfhip  you  accept,  whatever  kind  heaven 
In  various  bounty  to  riiefe  fhores  hgis  given. 
Whatever  your  wants,  your  wants  ihall  here  fupply,. 
And  fafe  in  port  your  gallant  fleet  (hall  lie  i 
Safe  from  the  dangers  of  the  faithlefs  tide. 
And  fudden  burfting  ftorms,  by  you  untry'd  i 

*    ■ 

Yours  every  bounty  of  the  fertile  more, 
*Till  balmy  reft  your  wearied  crew  reftore. 
Or  if  your  toils  and  ardent  hopes  demand 
The  various  treafures  of  the  Indian  ftrand. 
The  fragrant  cinnamon,  the  glowing  clove. 
And  all  the  riches  of  the  fpicy  grove  j 
Or  drugs  of  power  the  fever's  rage  to  bound,. 
Or  give  foft  langour  to  the  fmarting  wound  s^ 
Or  if  the  fplendor  of  the  diamond's  rays. 
The  fapphire's  azure,  or  the  ruby's  blaze. 
Invite  your  fails  to  fearch  the  Eaftem  worM, 
Here  may  thefe  fails  in  happy  hour  he  furl'd : 


For 
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For  here  the  fplendld  treafures  of  the  mine,. 

And  richeft  offspring  of  the  field  combine 

To  ^ve  each  bocMi  that  human  want  recjuires. 

And  every  gem  that  lofty  pride  defires  y 

Then  here,  a  potent  King  your  generous  friend. 

Here  kt  your  perlous  toils  and  wandering  fearehes  *  end, 

He  faid :  brave  Gama  fmiles  with  heart  fincerci 
And  prays  the  herald  to  the  king  to  bear 
The  thanks  of  grateful  Joy  :  but  now,  he  cries; 
The  black'ning  evening  veils  the  coaft  and  fkies,. 
And  through  thefe  rocks  unknown  forbids  to  fteer  f 
Yet  when  the  ftreaks  of  milky  dawn  appear 
Edging  the  eaftern  wave  with  (ilver  hore 
My  ready  prows  fhall  gladly  point  to  ftiore  y 
Affured  of  friendfhip,  and  a  kind  retreat^ 
Affured  and  proffer'd  by  a  King  fo  great. 
Yet  mindful  ftill  of  what  his  hopes  had  cheer'd,. 
That  here  his  nation's  holy  fhrines  were  rear'd,. 


*  After  Gama  had  Been  driven  from 
Quiloa  by  a  fudden  florm,  the  aflurances  of 
the  Mozambic  pilot  that  the  city  was  chiefly 
inhabited  by  Chriftians,  ftrongly  inclined 
him  to.  enter  the  harbour  of  Mombaze; 
**  Nee  uUum  locum  (fays  Oforius)  magis  op- 
portoniun  corandis  atqpe  reficiendis  segrotia 
poffe  reperiri.  Jam  eo  tempore  bona  pars 
eonim»  qui  cum  Gama  confcenderant,  variis 
morbis  confumpta  fuerat,  et  qui  evaferant, 

erant  gravi  invafetudine  debilitati 

Tellus  abundat  frudibus  et  oleribns,  et  fru- 
jibot^et  pecorum<et  armentorum  gregibos. 


et  aqnis  dulcibus.  Utitur  praeterea  mira 
litemperie.  Homines  vivunt  admodum  lante^ 
et  domos  morenolbx)  aedificant. — Miiit  rex' 
nxmciosy  qui  Gamam  nomine  ilUus  faluta* 
rent.  •  .  .  Aiunt  deinde  regionem  illam 
eiTe  opulentiflimam»  eanunqoe  rerum  om* 
nium  pleniflimamy  quarum  gratia  mnlti  in 
Indiam  navigabant,  Regem  aded  efle  in 
illos  voluntate  propenfum  ut  nihil  eflet  tarn 
difficile^  quod  non  (e  eorum  gratia  fa£turum 
polliceretur.''  Oforius  Silveniis  Epifc.de 
Rebus  Enuaan.  Regis  Lu£t.  geflis^. 
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He  a(ks,  if  certain  as  the  Pilot  told, 

Mefliah's  lore  had  flourifhed  there  of  old, 

And  flourifhed  f^iU  ?  The  Herald  mark'd  with  joy 

The  pious  wifli,  and  watchful  to  decoy, 

Mefliah  here,  he  cries,  has  altars  more 

Than  all  the  various  Ihrines  of  other  lore, 

4 

O'erjoyed  brave  Vasco  heard  the  pkafing  tale. 
Yet  fear'd  that  fraud  its  viper-fting  might  veil 
Beneath  the  glitter  of  a  fhew  fo  fair. 
He  half  believes  the  tale,  and  arms  againf):  the  fnare. 


^  With  Gama  faird  a  bold  advent Vous  band, 
Whofe  headlong  rage  had  urg'd  the  guilty  hand : 
Stern  Juftice  for  their  crimes  had  afk*d  their  blood. 
And  pale  in  chains  condemned  to  death  they  ftood ; 
But  fav'd  by  Gama  from  the  fhameful  death. 
The  *  bread  of  peace  had  feal'd  their  plighted  faith. 


^  Brant  enim  in  ea  claife  decern  ho- 
mines capite  damnatiy  quibus  fuerat  ea  lege 
Yita  conceffa,  ut  quibufcunque  in  locis  a 
Gama  relidi  fuifTent^  regiones  lufbrarent, 
hominumque  mores  et  inftituta  cognefce- 
rent.     Ofor- 

During  the  rei^n  of  EmmanoeU  suid  his 
prcdeceflor  John  U.  few  criminals  were  exe- 
cuted in  Portugal.  Theie  great  and  politi- 
cal princes  employed  the  lives  which  were 
forfeited  to  the  public  in  the  moil  dangerous 
undertakings  of  public  utility.  In  their  fo- 
reign expeditions  the  condemned  criminals 
were  fent  upon  the  mod  hazardous  emer- 
gencies. If  death  was  their  fate,  it  was  the 
punifhment  they  had  merited  :  if  fuccefsful 
m  what  was  requited,  their  crimes  were 
expiated  ;  and  oKen^  as  in  the  voyage  of 
Gama,    they  rendered   their  country  the 


greateft  atsonement  for  their  guilt  which 
men  in  their  ciroimftancea  could  paflji- 
bly  make.  Where  the  fubje6l  thus  ob- 
trudes the  occafion,  a  fhort  diereffion,  it 
is  hoped,  will  be  pardoned.  While  every 
feeling  breaft  mud  be  pleafed  with  the 
wiiHom  and  humanity  of  thePortuguefe  mo- 
narchs,  indignation  and  regret  mull  rife  on 
the  view  of  the  prefent  flate  of  the  penal 
laws  of  England.  What  multitudes  every 
year,  in  the  prime  of  their  life,  end  their 
days  by  the  hand  of  the  executioner  !  That 
the  I«egiflature  mt^ht  devife  means  to  make 
the  greateft  part  of  thefe  lives  ufeful  to  fo- 
ciety  is  a  falft,  which  furely  cannot  be  dif- 
puted ;  though  perhaps  the  remedy  of  an 
evil  fo  ihocking  to  humanity  may  be  at 
fome  diflance. 

The 
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The  defolate  coaft,  when  ordered,  to  explore. 

And  dare  each  danger  of  the  hoftile  (hore : 

From  this  bold  band  he  chofe  the  fubtleft  two. 

The  port,  the  city,  and  its  ftrength  to  view. 

To  mark  if  fraud  its  fecret  head  betrayed. 

Or  if  the  rites  of  heaven  were  there  difplayed. 

With  coftly  gifts,  as  of  their  truth  fecure, 

The  pledge  that  Gama  deem'd  their  faith  was  pure. 

Thefe  two  his  Heralds  to  the  King  he  fends  : 

The  faithlefs  Moors  depart  as  fmiling  friends. 

Now  thro'  the  wave  they  cut  their  foamy  way. 

Their  chearful  ibngs  refounding  through  the  bay :  ,  ' 

And  now  on  ftiore  the  wondering  natives  greet. 

And  fondly  hail  the  Grangers  from  the  fleet* 

The  prince  their  gifte  wi"^  friendly  vows  receives^  ,  " 

And  joyful  welcome  to  the  Luiians  gives; 

Where'er  they  pafs,.the  joyful  tumult  bends, 

And  through  the  town  the  glad  applaufe  attends* 

But  he  whofe  cheeks  with  youth  immortal  (hone,; 

The  God  whofe  wondrous  birth  two  mothers  own^ 

Whofe  rage  had  ftill  the  wandering  fleet  annoyed. 

Now  in  the  town  his  guileful  rage  dmployed. 

« 

A  Chriftian  prieft  he  feenk'd ;  a  fumptttwds  «  (haxiR     , 

He  rear'd,  and  tended  with  the  .rites  divihe :  • '  •  •  ; 

<  OnitftbepiaureoftbatJbapebeplacU.  In  thefe  lines,  the  beft  of  all  Fan(haw» 

Jn  'wbieb  tbe  Holy  Spirit  did  aligbt,  che^hapf  )iWpetition  **  fo  chafte,  fo  white/' 

Vbipi3ure  of  tbe  Dove^  fo  ijobiu^  fo  cbafte.         Is  a  beauty  which,  though  not  contained  in 
Oh  tbckUjiVirgif^fbtad^fQ  (bafte^fgnubitf^        the  origbal,  the  prefent  tranflator  was  un- 
willing to  lofe. 

O'er 
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O'er  the  fair  altar  waved  the  crofs  on  high, 
Upheld  by  angels  leaning  from  the  Iky  j 
Defcending  o'er  the  Virgin's  facred  head 
So  white,  fo  pure,  the  Holy  Spirit  fpread 
.The  dove-like  pidlured  wings,  fo  pure,  fo  whit^j 
And>  hovering  o'er  the  chofen  twelve,  alight 
The  tongues  of  hallowed  fire.    Amazed,  oppreft. 
With  facred  awe  their  troubled  looks  confeft 
The  infpiring  Godhead,  and  the  prophet's  glow. 
Which  gave  each  language  from  their  lips  to  flow. 
Where  ^  thus  the  guileful  Power  his  magic  wrought 
De  Gama's  heralds  by  the  guides  are  brought: 
On  bended  knees  low  to  the  earth  they  fall. 
And  to  the  Lord  of  heaven  in  tranfport  call. 
While  the  feign'd  Prieft  awakes  the  cenfer's  fire. 
And  clouds  of  incenfe  round  the  ihrine  afpire. 
With  chearful  welcome  here,  carefs'd,  they  flay 
Till  bright  Aurora,  meflenger  of  day, 
Walk'd  forth ;  and  now  the  fun's  refplendent  rays, 
Yet  half  emorgiiig  o'er  the  waters,  blaze. 
When  to  the  fleet  the  Moorifli  oars  again 
Dafli  the  curl'd  waves,  and  waft  the  guileful  train  : 
The  lofty  decks  they  mount. .  With  joy  elate, 
Their  friendly  welcome  at  the  palace-gate. 


See  tbe  Preface. 
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The  King's  fincerity,'  the  people's  care, 
And  treafures  of  the  coaft  the  ipies  declare: 
Nor  paft  untold  what  moft  their  joys  infpired. 
What  moft  to  hear  the  valiant  chief  defired, 
That  their  glad  eyes  had  feen  the  rites  divine, 
Their  ^  country's  worfliip,  and  the  facrcd  fhrinc. 
The  pleafing  tale  the  joyful  Gama  hears ; 
Dark  fraud  no  more  his  generous  bofom  fears  : 
As  friends  fincere,  himfelf  fincere,  he  gives 
The  hand  of  welcome,  and  the  Moors  receives. 
And  now,  as  confcious  of  the  deftin'd  prey. 
The  faithlefs  race,  with  fmiles  and  geftures  gay. 
Their  IkifFs  forfaking,  Gama's  (hips  aicend. 
And  deep  to  ftrike  the  treacherous  blow  attend. 


**  When  Gam  A  lay  at  anchor  among  the 
iflands  of  St.  George,  near  to  Mozambic, 
**  there  came  three  Ethiopians  on  board, 
{fays  Faria  y  Sou/a)  who,  feeing  St.  Ga- 
briel painted  on  die  poop,  fell  on  their  knees 
in  totcen  of  their  Chriflianity,  which  had 
been  preached  to  them  in  the  primitive 
times,  though  now  corrupted/'  Barros, 
c.  4.  and  Caftaneda,  1.  i.  c.  9.  report,  that 
the  Portueuefe  found  two  or  three  Abyifi- 
n)an  Chnflians  in  the  city  of  Mombaze, 
who  had  an  oratory  in  their  houfe.  The 
following  (hort  account  of  the  Chriflians  of 
the  Bail  may  perhaps  be  acceptable.  In 
the  fottth  parts  of  Nlalabar,  about  200000 
of  the  inhabitants  profefTed  ChrifHanity  be- 
fore the  arrival  of  the  Portuguefe.  They 
called  themfelves  the  Chrifhans  of  Saint 
Thomas,  by  which  apoflle  their  anceftors 
had  been  converted.  For  1 300  years  they 
had  been  under  the  Patriarch  of  Babylon, 
who  appointed  their  Mettrane  or  archbifliop. 


Dr.  Geddes,  in  his  Hillory  of  the  Church 
of  Malabar,  relates,  that  Franci/co  Rox^  a 
jefuit  miffionary,  complained  to  Menezes, 
the  Portuguefe  archbifhop  of  Goa,  that 
when  he.  mewed  thefe  people  an  image  of 
our  I^ady,  they  cried  out,  "  Away  with  that 
filthine^,  we  are  Chriflians,  and  do  not 
adore  idols  or  pagods." 

Dom.  Frey  Aleixo  de  Menezes,  archbifhop 
of  Goa,  did  *'  endeavour  to  thruft  upon 
the  church  of  Malabar  the  whole  mafs  of 
popery,  which  they  were  before  unacquainted 
with.''  To  this  purpofe  he  had  engaged  all 
the  neighbouring  princes  to  affifl  him,  *<  and 
had  fecured  the  major  part  of  the  prieib 
prefent,  in  all  one  hundred  and  fifty  three, 
whereof  two-thirds  were  ordained  by  him- 
felf, and  made  them  abjure  their  old  reli- 
gion, and  fubfcribe  the  creed  of  pope  Pius 
IV."  MUlar'4  Hiftory  of  the  Propag.  of 
ChrifHanity. 
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On  fhore  the  truthlefs  monarch  arms  his  bands^ 
And  for  the  fleet's  approach  impatient  ftands ; 
That  foon  as  anchor'd  in  the  port  they  rode 
Brave  Gama's  d6cks  might  reek  with  -Lulian  blood 
Thus  weening  ta  revenge  Mozambic's  fate^ 
And  give  full  furfeit  to  the  Moorilh  hate ; 
And  now  their  bowfprits.  bending  to  the  bay 
The  joyful  crew  the  ponderous  anchors  weigh. 
Their  fliouts  the  while  refounding.     To  the  gale 
With  eager  hands  they  fpread  the  fare-maft  faiL 
But  Love's  fair  Queen  the  fecret  fraud  beheld ; 
Swift  as  an  arrow  o'er  the  battle-field, 
From  heaven  fhe  darted  to  the  watery  plain, 
And  caird  the  fea-born  nymphs,  a  lovely  train. 
From  Nereus  fprungV  the  ready  nymphs  obey, 
Proud  •  of  her  kindred  birth,  and  own  her  fway. 


*  Proud  of  her  kindred  birtb'^^T\izTrtnz\i 
tranflator  has  the  following  note  on  this 
placci  "  Cet  endroit  ell  Tun  de  ceux  qui 
mohtitnt  combien  TAateur  efl  habile  dans 
h  mvthologiey.  et  en  meme  tems  combien^ 
de  penetration  foit  allegorie  demande.  II 
y  a  bien  peu  de  gens,  qui    en   lifant  id, 

Itc. This  is  one  of  the  places  which 

difcovcr  our  Author's  intimate  acquaintance 
with  Mydiology,  and  at  the  fame  time  how 
much  attention  his  allegory  requires.  Many 
readers,  on  finding  that  the  prote6trefs  of  the 
LufLuis  fpruiVg  from  the  fea,  would  be  apt 
to  exclaim.  Behold,  the  birth  of  the  ter- 
reflrial  Venus  !  How  can  a  nativity  fo  in- 
famous be  afcribed  to  the  celeflial  Venus, 
who  reprefents  Religion  ?  I  anfwcr,  that 
Camoens  had  not  his  eye  on  thofe  fables, 
which  derive  the  birth  of  Venus  from  the 
foam  of  the  waves,  mixed  with  the  blood 


which  flowed  from  tHe  di(honef(  wound  oP 
Saturn  ;  he  carries  his  views  higher ;  his- 
Venus  is  from  a  fable  more  noble.  Nigidius 
relates,  that  two  fifhes  one  day  conveyed  an 
egg  to  the  fea  fhore :  This  egg  was  hatched 
bv  two  pigeons  whiter  than  mow,  and  gave 
birth  to  the  AlTyrian  Venus,  which^  in  the 
Pagan  theology,  is  the  fame  with  the  celef- 
tial :  She  inlrrufled  mankind  in  Religion, 
gave  them  the  leflbns  of  virtue  attd  the  laws 
of  equity.  Jupiter,  in  reward  of  her  la- 
bours, promifed  to  grant  her  whatever  Ihc 
defired.  She  prayed  him  to  give  immorta- 
lity to  the  two  fiflies,  who  had  been  inftru- 
mental  in  her  birth,  and  the  fifties  Were  ac- 
cordingly placed  in  the  Zodiac 

This  fable  agrees  perfeftly  with  Religion, 
as  t  c(fuld  clearly  (hew  ;  but* I  think  it  more 
proper  to  leave  to  the  ingenious  reader  the 
pleafure  of  tradng  the  allegory/'  Thus  the 
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She  tells  what  ruin  threats  her  fav'rite  race,; 
Unwonted  ardour  glows  on  every  face 4 
With  keen  rapidity  they  bound  away, 
Daih'd  by  their  filver  limbs,  the  billows  grey 
Foam  round :  Fair  Doto,  fir'd  with  rage  divine. 
Darts  through  the  wave,  and  onward  o'er  the  brine 
The  ^  lovdy  Nyfe  and  Nerine  fpring 
With  all  the  vehemence  and  fpeed  of  wing. 
The  curving  billows  to  their  bre§ifts  divide 
And  give  a  yielding  paflage  through  the  tide* 


grave  Caftera.— Befides  the  above,  Mytho- 
logy gives  two  other  accounts  of  the  origin  of 
the  fign  Pifces.  When  Venus  and  CnpS  fled 
from  the  rage  of  Typhon,  they  were  faved 
b^  two  fi(hes»  *who  carried  them  over  the 
river  Euphrates.  The  fifhes,in  return,  were 
placed  in  the  Zodiac.  Another  fable  fays, 
that  that  favour  was  obtained  by.Nq>tune 
for  the  two  Dolphins,  who  /irfl  brought  him 
his  beloved  Amphitrite.  This  variety  in 
the  Pagan  Mythology  is,  at  leaft,  a  proof 
coat  the  allegory  oi  a  Poet  opgtit  not,  wita- 
x>ut  full  examination,  to  be  condemned  on 
the  appearance  pf  in<ionfiflency. 

'  Doto,  Ny/e^    and  Nerine Cloto,  or 

^Clotho,  as  Caflera  obferves,  has  by  ibme 
error  crept  into  almoft  all  the  Portuguefe 
editions  of  the  Lufiad.  Clotho  was  one  of 
the  Fates,  and  neither  Hefiod,  Homer,  nor 
Virgil  have  given  fuch  a  name  to  any  of  the 
Nereides ;  but  in  the  ninth  Eneid  Doto  is 
mentioned, 

«  Magnique  juhcko 

JEquoris  effe  Deas^  qualis  b^cre'ia  Dcto 
Et  Galatea  fecat  Jfumant em  peSore  pontunu 

The  Nereides,  in  the  Lufiad,  fays  Caftera, 
are  the  virtues  divine  aod  human.  In  the 
firft  book  they  accompany  the  Portuguefe 
fleet  ; 

—  before  the  bounding  proivs 
The  lovely  forms  of  fetk-horn  nymfhs  arofe. 


**  And  without  doiibt,  fays  he,  this  allegory^ 
in  a  lively  manner,  reprefents  the  condi- 
tion of  mankind.  The  virtues  languiOi  in 
repofe ;  adveriities  animate  and  awake  them. 
The  fleet  failing  before  a  favourable  wind 
is  followed  \^  the  Nereides,  but  the  Ne- 
reides are  fcattered  about  in  the  fea.  Whe» 
danger  beoomes  imminent,  Venus,  or  Re- 
ligion, aflembles  them  to  its  fafety."  What- 
ever the  reader  may  think  of  the  intention 
of  Camoens,  there  is  undoubtedly  a  pretci- 
nefs  m  this  explication.  The  following  part 
is  indeed  highly  pedantic.  "  Doto,  continues 
Caftera,  is  .derived  from  ^e  verb  Ai^wfu,  / 
gi*ve.  According  to  this  etymolo^  Doto  is 
Charity.  Nyfe  is  Hope,  and  Ncnne  Faith* 
For  the  name  Nyfe  comes  from  N«V,  / 
fivim*  For  the  action  of  Hope  agrees  with 
that  of  fwimming,  and  is  the  fymbol  of  it. 
Nerine  is  a  term  compofed  of  ynrK*  sui  old 
word,  which  Agnizes  the  nvaters  ofthefea^ 
and  of  ffy)},  afle.\  as  if  one  ihould  fay^  the 
file  of  the  fea^mjaters,  a  myfterious  expreiSon, 
applicable  to  Faith,  which  is  the  file  of  our 
ibul,  and  which  is  rendered  perfed  by  the 
water  of  baptifm,"  dor  French  Tranflator 
wifely  adds,  that  perhaps  fome  perfons  may 
defpife  this  etymology,  but  that  for  his  part, 
he  is  unwilling  to  rejedlit,  as  it  tends  to  un- 
ravel the  allegory  of  his  author. 
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With  furious  fpeed  the  Goddefs  rufh'd  before. 
Her  beauteous  form  a  joyful  Triton  bore, 

Whofe  eager  face  with  glowing  rapture  fired, 

Betray'd  the  pride  which  fuch  a  tafk  infpired. 

And  now  arriv'd,  where  to  the  whiftiing  wind 

The  warlike  Navy's  bending  mafts  reclin'd, 

As  through  the  billows  rufli'd  the  fpeedy  prows. 

The  nymphs  dividing,  each  her  ftation  chofe. 

Againft  the  Leader's  prow,  her  lovely  breaft 

With  more  than  mortal  force  the  Goddefs  preft ; 

The  fhip  recoiling  trembles  on  the  tide. 

The  nymphs  in  help  pour  round  on  every  fide. 

From  the  dread  bat  the  threaten'd  keels  to  fave ;      . 

The  Ihip  bounds  up,  half  lifted  from  the  wave. 

And  trembling,  hovers  o'er  the  watry  grave.  3 

As  when  alarm'd,  to  fave  the  hoarded  grain, 

The  care-earn'd  ftore  for  Winter's  dreary  reign, 

^o  toil,  fo  tug,  fo  pant,  the  labouring  Emmet  train. 

So  toil'd  the  Nymphs,  and  ftrain'd  their  panting  force 

To  turn  '  the  Navy  from  its  fatal  courfe : 

Back,  back  the  Ihip  recedes ;  in  vain  the  crew 

With  fhouts  on  fliouts  their  various  toils  renew ; 

In  vain  each  nerve,  each  nautic  art  thev  ftrain, 

And  the  rough  wind  diftends  the  fail  in  vain : 


Imitated  from  YirgQ* 

Cywutboe  fimulf  tt  Triton  adnixus  acuta 
Dttrudunt  navts fcofulo^        -  ■  ViRC.  En.  I. 


Enraged, 
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Enraged,  the  Sailors  fee  their  labours  croft  j 
'From  fide  to  fide  the  reeling  helm  is  toft ; 
High  on  the  poop  the  Ikilful  matter  ftands  -, 
Sudden  he  ftirieks  aloud,  and  fpreads  his  hands. 
A  lurking  rock  its  dreadful  rifts  betrays. 
And  right  before  the  prow  its  ridge  difplays ; 
Loud  fhrieks  of  horror  from  the  yard-arms  rife, 
And  a  dire  general  yell  invades  the  fkies. 
The  Moors  ftart,  fear-ftiiick,  at  the  horrid  founds 
As  if  the  rage  of  combat  roar'd  around. 
Pale  are  their  lips,  each  look  in  wild  amaze 
The  horror  of  detefted  guilt  betrays. 
Pierc'd  by  the  glance  of  Gama's  awful  eyes 
The  confcious  Pilot  quits  the  helm  and  flies. 
From  the  high  deck  he  plunges  in  the  brine; 
His  mates  their  fafety  to  the  waves  confign; 
Dalh'd  by  their  plunging  falls  on  every  fide 
Foams  and  boils  up  around  the  rolling  tide. 
Thus  ^  the  hoarfe  tenants  of  the  fylyan  lake, 

m 

A  Lycian  race  of  old^  to  flight  betake. 


^  Latona,  fays  the  fable,  flying  from  tlie 
ferpent  Python,  and  faint  with  thirft,  came 
to  a  pond,  where  fome  Lycian  peaiknts  were 
cntting  the  bulrufhes.  In  revenge  of  the  in- 
fults  which  they  offered  her  in  preventing 
her  to  drink,  fhe  changed  them  into  frogs. 
Thu  fabkj  fays  Cafleia,  like  almoft  all  the 
reft,  is  drawn  from  hiAory.  Philocortis^  as 
<cited  by  Boccace,  relates,  that  the  Rhodians 
Slaving  declared  war  againft  the  Lycians^ 
vere  aififled  by  fome  troops  from  Delos, 
«^ho  earned  the  image  of  Latona  on  their 


Handards,  A  detachment  of  thcfc  going  t» 
drink  at  a  lake  in  Lyda,  a  croud  of  pea- 
fants  endeavoured  to  prevent  thenu  An  en- 
counter enfued  5  the  pea^ts  iled  to  the  lake 
for  fhelter,  -and  were  there  flain.  Some 
months  afterwards  their  companions  came  in 
fearch  of  their  corpfes^  and  finding  an  un- 
ufiial  quantity  orfrogs,  imagined*  according 
to  the  fuperftition  of  their  age,  that  the  fouls 
of  their  friends  appeared  to  them  under  that 
metamorphoiis* 

Is  it  allowable  in  Epic  Poetry  to  introduce 
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At  .every  found  they  dread  Latona's  hate, 
And  doubled  vengeance  of  their  former  fate ; 
All  fudden  plunging  leave  the  margin  green, 
And  but  their  heads  above  the  pool  are  feen. 
So  plung'd  the  Moors,  vrhen,  horrid  to  behold  ! 
From  the  bar'd  rock's  dread  jaws  the  billows  roU'd, 
Opening  in  inftant  fate  the  fleet  to  whelm. 
When  ready  Vasco  caught  the  ftaggering  helm: 
Swift  as  his  lofty  voice  refounds  aloud 
The  ponderous  anchors  da(h  the  whitening  flood. 
And  round  his  veflel,  nodding  o'er  the  tide. 
His  other  fliips,  bound  by  their  anchors,  ride. 
And  now  revolving  in  his  piercing  thought 
Thefe  various  fcenes  with  hidden  import  fraught ; 


a  oomparifon  taken  from  alow  image  ?  This 
is  a  qHeftion  which  has  exercired  the  abilities 
of  Critics  and  Tranflators«  till  critidfin  has 
degenerated  into  trifling,  and  learning  into  pe- 
dantry. To  (bme  it  may  perhaps  appear  need- 
lefs  to  vindicateCanK)ens9in  a  point  wherein 
he  is  fupported  by  the  authority  of  Homer 
and  Virgil.  Yet  as  many  readers  are  infedled 
with  the  fang  froid  of  a  Bo^u  or  a  Perrault, 
an  obfervation  in  defence  of  our  Poet  cannot 
be  thought  impertinent.  If  we  examine  the 
fineft^eftujfions  of  genius,  we  ihall  jBnd»  that 
the  moft  ecnuine  poetical  feeling  has  often 
dictated  thofe  iimilies  which  are  drawn  from 
familiar  and  low  objects.  The  Sacred  Wri- 
ters»  and  the  greateft  Poets  of^very  nation^ 
have  ufcd  them.  We  may  thererore  con- 
elude,  that  the  criticifm  which  condemns 
them  is  a  refinement  not  founded  on  Nature. 
Bat,  allowing  them  admilTible,  it  niuil  be  . 
obierved,  that  to  render  them  pleaiing  re- 


quires a  pegili^  happinefs  and  delicacy  of 
management.  When  the  Poet  attains  this 
indifpenfible  point,  he  gives  a  ftriking  proof 
of  his  elegance,  and  of  his  mafterfhip  in  his 
art.  That  the  fimilies  of  the  Emmets  and 
of  the  Frogs  in  Camoens  are  happily  ex- 
prefTed  and  applied,  is  indifputable.  la 
that  of  the  Frogs  there  is  a  peculiar  proprie- 
ty, both  in  the  oomparifon  itfelf,  and  in  the 
allufion  to  the  fable  ;  as  it  was  the  intent  of 
the  Poet  to  reprefent  .not  only  the  flight, 
but  the  bafenefs  of  the  Moors.  The  fimilie 
he  feems  to  have  copied  from  DsM^te,  Inl 
Cant.  9. 

Come  le  rune  infUut%La  la  mmca 
Bifcia  per  Pacquafi  dileguat^  tutte 
Fin  che  a  la  terra  cia/cuna  ji*abbica. 
And  Cant.  22. 

E  come  a  Verio  de  Vacqua  d^unfoffo 
Stan*  li  ranocchi  pur  col  mu/p  fuori 
Si'  che  celano  i  piedi,  e  Pahro  grcffo* 
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The  boaftful  Pilot's  felf-accufing  flight, 

The  former  treafon  of  the  Moorifli  fpight ; 

How  to  the  fatal  rock  the  furious  wind. 

The  rufliing  current,  and  their  art  combin'd ; 

Yet  though  the  groaning  blaft  the  canvas  fwell'd. 

Some  wondrous  caufe,  unknown,  their  fpeed  witheld : 

Amaz'd,  with  hands  high  rais'd,  and  fparkling  eyes, 

A  '  miracle  !  the  raptur'd  Gama  cries, 

A  miracle !  O  hail,  thou  facred  fign. 

Thou  pledge  illuftrious  of  the  Care  Divine. 

Ah  !  fraudful  Malice  1  how  {half  Wifdom's  care 

Efcape  the  poifon  of  thy  gilded  fnare  I 

The  front  of  honefty,  the  faintly  (hew. 

The  fmile  of  friend/hip,  and  the  holy  vow ; 

All,  all  conjoined  our  eafy  faith  to  gain, 

To  vfhelm  us,  ftiipwreck'd,  in  the  ruthlefs  main ; 


^  Oforius  gives  the  following  account  of 
this  adventure.  Talking  of  the  two  Exiles 
whom  Gama  had  fent  on  fhore  ;  Rex  laeta 
et  hilari  fronte  exoies  accepit,  knperavitque 
domefticis  fuis,  ut  illb  t^rois  iitum  et  pul- 
chritudinem  demonftrarent.  Ubi  vero  rc- 
veHi  funt.  Rex  multa  aromatum  genera, 
quae  ex  India  deportari  folent»  illis  oilentas 
et  quantulum  vifum  eft  donat,  ut  Gamse 
monftrare  podent,  et  admonere,  quanto  eflet 
vtilius  apud  Regen>  amicum  rem  gerere» 
quam  vitam  tarn  periculofae  navigationi  com- 
mittere.  Cum  his  mandatis  redctmt  exales 
in  clailem,  Gama  mirifice  Isetatus  eft,  et 
poftridie  anchorat  tolli  juber^  et  naves  prope 
vrbem  conftitui.  Cillm  ver6  illius  navis  xftus 
incitati  vi  celerios,  quam  commodum  eilet, 
siveheretur,  timens  ille  ne  in  vadum  inddc- 
rety  vela  contrahere  et  anchoras  demittere 
con&ftim  juiEt.  •  .  .  •  Quo  fa£lo  Mozambi- 


quenfes  gubernatores  mettt  repentino  per- 
culfi,  fe  praedpites  in  mare  dejidunt,  et  ad 
lintres  quafdam,  quse  non  procul  aberat,  nan*> 

do  confugiont At  Ganui  magnis  vo« 

cibus  ad  eos^  qui  in  lintribus  erant,  incla- 
mavity  ut  fibi  iuos  gubernatores  redderent : 
-at  illi  clamores  illius  afpemati,  guberna- 
tores in  terram  expofuerunt.  Hie  Gama 
cum  et  conje£lura,  et  aliquo  etiam  Arabis 
gubcmatoris  indicio,  et  multis  practerea  fig- 
nis,  perfpexilTet  e  quanto  pericuio  fiiiflet 
auxilio  divino  liberatus,  man  us  in  ccelum 
fuftuUt/  Barros  and  Caftaneda,  in  relating 
this  part  of  the  voyage  of  Gama,  fay,  that 
the  fleet,  juft  as  they  were  entering  the  port 
of  MombafFa  were  driven  back,  as  it  were, 
by  an  inviAble  haild.  By  a  fubfequent  note 
it  will  appear,  chat  the  iafety  of  the  Ar- 
mada depended  upon  this  circumftance. 

But 
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But  where  our  prudence  no  deceit  could  fpy, 
There,  heavertly  Guardian,  there  thy  watchful  eye 
Beheld  our  danger :  ftill,  O  ftill  prevent, 
Where  human  farefight  fails,  the  dire  intent, 
The  lurking  treafon  of  the  fmiling  foe  ; 
And  let  our  toils,  our  days  of  lengthning  woe. 
Our  weary  wanderings  end.     If  ftill  for  thee, 
To  fpread  thy  rites,  our  toils  and  vows  agree. 
On  India's  ft  rand  thy  facred  ftirines  to  rear, 
Oh,  let  fome  friendly  land  of  reft  appear : 
If  for  thine  honour  we  thefe  toils  have  dar'd, 
Thefe  toils  let  India's  lon^-fought  ftiore  reward. 


So  fpoke  the  Chief:  the  pious  accents  move 
The  gentle  bofom  of  Celeftial  Love : 
The  beauteous  (Jueen  to  heaven  now  darts  away  j 
In  vain  the  weeping  nymphs  implore  her  ftay  : 
Behind  her  now,  the  morning  ftar  ftie  leaves. 
And  the  ^  fixth  heaven  her  lovely  form  receives. 
Her  radiant,  eyes  fuch  living  fplendors  caft, 
The  fparkling  ftars  were  brighten'd  as  flie  paft ; 
The  frozen  pole  with  fudden  ftreamlets  flowed. 
And  as  the  burning  zone  with  fervor  glow'd. 


^  As  the  planet  of  Japiter  is  in  the  fixth  heaiven,  the  Author  has  with  propriety  there 

placed  the  throne  of  diat  God.    C. 

»  ■  »  » 

And 


Book  IL 


THE        L  U    S    I  A   D. 


57 


And  now  confeft  before  the  throne  of  Jove, 
In  all  her  charms  appears  the  queen  of  Love : 
Flufh'd  by  the  ardour  of  her  rapid  flight 
Through  fields  of  sther  and  the  realms  of  light. 
Bright  as  the  blufhes  of  the  rofeate  morn. 
New  blooming  tints  her  glowing  cheeks  adorn ; 
And  all  that  pride  of  beauteous  grace  (he  wore. 
As  '  when  in  Ida's  bower  fhe  ftood  of  yore, 
When  every  charm  and. every  hope  of  joy 
Enraptured  and  allured  the  Trojan  boy. 
Ah !  ■  had  that  hunter,  whofe  unhappy  fate 
The  human  vifage  loft  by  Dian's  hate. 


^  J*entenJj  let  cenfiursf  fays  Caflera»  Ji 
recrier  qiu  cet  endroit-ci  ne  connjient  Hulle" 
mtnt  a  la  Fenta  ceUfte.-^^l  am  aware  of 
the  objedion,  that  this  paflkge  is  by  no 
means  applical>le  to  the  cekftial  Venus.  I 
aniWer  once  for  all,  that  the  names  and  ad- 
ventures of  the  Pagan  Divinities  are  A> 
blended  and  uncertain  in  Mythology^  that  a 
Poet  is  at  great  liberty  to  adapt  them  to  his 
allegory  as  he  pleafes.  Even  the  fables, 
which,  to  thofe  who  penetrate  no  deeper 
than  the  Rhind,  may  appear  as  profane, 
even  theie  contain  hiftorical,  phyiical,  and 
moral  truths,  which  fully  atone  for  the  feem- 
ing  licencioufners  of  the  letter.  I  could 
prove  this  in  many  infbnces,  but  let  the  pre- 
lent  fuffice.  Paris,  fon  of  Priam,  king  of 
Troy,  ipent  his  firH  years  as  a  (hepherd  in 
the  country.  At  this  time  Juno,  Minerva, 
and  Venus  diibuted  for  the  apple  of  gold, 
which  was  deftiaed  to  be  given  to  the  moft 
iKautiful  godd^fs.  They  confented  that  Paris 
(hould  be  their  Judge.  His  equity  claimed 
this  honour,  rie  faw  them  all  naked.  Juno 
promifed  him  riches,  Minerva  the  fciences^ 
bnt  he  decided  in  favour  of  Venus,  who  pro- 


mifed him  the  pofleffion  of  the  moftbean- 
fttl  woman.  What  a  ra^  of  light  is  con- 
tained in  this  philofophical  fable  I  Paris 
repreients  a  ftudious  man,  who,  in  the  filence 
of  folkude,  feeka  the  fupreme  good.  Juno 
is  the  emblem  of  riches  and  dignities,  Mi- 
nerva, that  of  the  fciences  purely  human, 
Venus  is  that  of  Religion,  which  contains 
the  (ciences  both  human  and  divine ;  the 
charming  female^  which  (he  promifes  to  the  - 
Trojan  fliepherd,  is  that  Divine  V^fdom 
which  gives  tranquillity  of  heart.  A  Judge 
fo  philofophical  as  Paris  would  not  heiitate 
a  moment  to  whom  to  give  the  apple  of  gold. 
Thus  Caftera.  The  above  may  likewife  ferve 
as  a  comment  on  the  paiTage  in  the  firft 
book.  '  See  pag.  r6^  1.  jc. 

"'  "  The  allegory  of  Camoens  is  here  ob- 
vious. If  Adeon,  .and  the  Haves  of  their 
violent  paflions  oould  difcover  the  beauties 
of  true  religion,  they  would  he  aftonifhed 
and  reclaimed ;  according  to  the  expreflion 
of  Seneca,  **  Si  virtus  cemi  poITet  oculis 
corporeis^  omnes  ad  amorem  fuum  pcUi- 
cerct."     Cafiera. 


I 


Had 
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Had  he  beheld  this  feirer  gc^Wcfa  lOQTQ 

Not  hpunds  had  (lain  him>  but  tbft  fires.of  Ioy^^ 

Adown  her  neck,  more  wltate  than  virgin  fiiow, 

Of  fofteft  hu?  the  golden  trd&a  ftaw;      .        *  ' 

Her  heaving  breafts  pf  purer,  fofter  white, 

Than  fnow  hiUs  gUft^ning  in  the  moon's  pak  lights ' 

Except  where  cjov^rcd  by  the  ftih,  were  baro. 

And  '  Love,  unfeeij,  fmiVd  foft,.  and  ^iltod  thexe  i  ; 

Nor  lefs  the  zone  the  god's  fond  seal  emplays.> 

The  zone  awakes  the  fjbtosje?  pf  fecret  jpy?. 

As  ivy  tendrils  round  her  limbs  divine 

Their  fpreading  arms  the  ypuag  defircs  entwine ;; 

Below  her  waift,  and  quivering  on  the  gale^ 

0£  thinneft  texture,  flows  th«  filken  veil  ^ 


p  w  That  is  Divine  Love,  which  always 
accompanies  Religion.  Behold  how  our 
Author  inflnuates  the  excellence  of  his  mo- 
ral !"     Ca/fera. 

As  the  French  Tran/lator  has  acknow- 
ledged, there  is  no  doubt  but  Several  Readers 
will  be  apt  to  decry  this  allegorical  interpre- 
tation of' the  machinery  of  Camoens.  In- 
deed there  is  nothing  more  eafy  for  a  fanoy- 
fttl  genius,  than  to  difcover  a  fyflem  of  alle- 
gory in  the  fimpleft  narrative.  The  reign 
of  Henry  VIII.  is  as  fufceptible  of  it  as  any 
fabJe  in  the  heathen  Mythology.  Nay,  per- 
haps, more  fo.  Under  the  names  of  Henry, 
More,  Wolfey,  Cromwell,  Pole,  Cranmer, 
^c.  all  the  war  of  the  paflions,  with  their 
different  cataflrophes,  might  be  delineated. 
But  though  it  may  be  eafy  to  find  a  meta- 
phorical meaning,  which  was  never  intend- 
ed by  the  Author,  in  what  manner  the 
Poet5  of  the  two  lad  centuries  adopted  the 


ufr  of  aWcgory,  is  the  oaeiUoft  at  prefent  txy 
be  confidered.  Though  it  may  he  difficult 
to  determine  how  far,  yet  one  may  venture 
to  affirm,'  that  Homer  and  Virgil  fometimes 
aliegorifed.  The  poets,  however,  who 
wrote  on  the  revival  of  letters,  have  left  n» 
in  no  doubt ;  we  have  their  own  authority 
for  it,  that  their  machinery  is  allegorical. 
Not  only  the  Pagan  Deities,  but  the  more 
modern  adventures  of  enchantment  were  ufcd 
by  them  to  delineate  the  affe^ions ;  and  the 
trials  and  rewards  of  the  virtues  and  vices. 
Taffo  publifhed  a  treatife  to  prove  that  his 
Gierujalemms  Liberata  \%  no  other  than  die 
Chriftian  fpiritual  warfare.  And  Camoens, 
as  obfefved  in  the  preface,  has  twice  affert- 
ed,  that  his  machinery  is  allegorical.  The 
Poet's  affertion,  and  the  tafle  of  the  age  in 
which  he  wrote,  fuffidently  vindicate  the 
Endta*vQur  to  unravel  and  explain  the  alle- 
gory of  the  Lofiad.  ^ 


(Ah! 
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(Ah !  where  the  lucid  curtain  dimly  (hows. 

With  doubled  fir6s  the  roving  fancy  glows !) 

The  hand  of  modefty  the  foldings  threw> 

Nor  all  f  onceal'd,  nor  all  was  given  to  vitw  5 

Yet  her  deep  grief  her  lovely  face  betrays,         ^ 

Though  on  her  cheek  the  foft  fmile  faultering  plays. 

All  heaven  was  mov-d— *as  when  fome  damfel  coy. 

Hurt  by  the  rudenefs  of  the  amorous  bdy, 

Offended  chides  and  ftniles  $  with  Ingry  mien 

Thus  mixt  with  fmiles,  advanc'd  the  plaintive  queen ; 

And  •  thus :    O  Thwiderer !  O  potent  Sire » 

Shall  I  in  vain  thy  kihd  regard  require ! 

Alas  !  and  cherifh  ftill  the  fond  deceit. 

That  yet  on  me  thy  kindeft  fitiiles  await; 

Ah  heaven !  and  muft  that  valour  which  I I0V6 

Awake  the  vengeance  and  the  rage  of  Jove  \ 

Yet  mov'd  with  pity  for  my  fav'rite  race 

I  fpeak,  though  frowning  on  thine  awful  face, 

I  mark  the  tenor  of  the  dread  decree. 

That  to  thy  wrath  configns  my  fofts  and  me. 

Yes !  let  ftern  Bacchus  blefs  thy  partial  care, 

His  be  the  triumph,  and  be  mine  defpair. 

The  bold'advent'rous  fonS  of  Tafo's  clime 

I  loved — alas !  that  love  is  now  their  crime: 

•  The  following  fpccch  of  Venus  and  the-      the  firft  Endi  vA  do  great  honour  to  the 
reply-of  Jupiter,  are  a  fine  imitation  from       Claffical  tafte  of  the  Portuguefe  Poet. 

I  2  O  happy 
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O  happy  thcy^  and -profp'rous  gales  their. fate, 

Had  I  purfued  them  with  releiitlefs  hate ! 

Yes  !  let  my  woeful  iighs  in  vain  implore,. 

Yes !  let  them  perifh  on  fbme  barb'rous  fliore,. 

For  I  have  loved  them—Here,  the  fwelling  figlv 

And  pearly  tear-drop  rufhing  in  her  eye, 

As  morning  dew  hangs  trembling  on  the  rofe. 

Though  fond  to  ipeak,  her  further  fpeech  oppofe-^ 

Her  lips^  then  moving,  as  the  paufe  of  woe. 

Were  now  to  give  the  voice  of  grief  to  flow  s 

When  kindled  by  thofe  charms,  whofe  woes  might  move^ 

And  melt  the  prowling  Tyger*s  rage  to  love. 

The  thundering  God  her  weeping  forrows  e/d. 

And  fudden  threw  his  awful  ftate  afide : 

With  '  that  mild  look  which  ftills  the  driving  ftorm, 

When  black  roU'd  clouds  the  face  of  heaven  deform  ; 

With  that  mild  vifage  and  benignant  mien 

Which  to  the  Iky  reftores  the  blue  ferene. 

Her  fiiowyneck  and  glowing  cheek  he  preft. 

And  wip'd  her  tears,  and  clafp'd  her  to  his  breaft^ 

Yet  ihe,  ftiU  fighing,  dropt  the  trickling  tear. 

As  the  chid  nurfling,  mov'd  with  pride  and  fear. 


»  Indtatst  l&Qm  Vim.  En  L 

OIIi/uiridiMs'l^iimm/aior  atfue  Di9rtim^ 
Vuhuy  fuo  calum  temp€ftaufyttftr€nat% 
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Still  fighs  and  moans,  though  fondled  and  careft  j 
Till  thus  great  Jove  the  Fates*  decrees  confeft  t 
O  thou,  my  daughter,  ftill  beiov'd  as  fair,^ 
Vain  are  thy  fears,  thy  heroes  claim  my  care : 
No  power  of  gods  could  e'er  my  heart  incline. 
Like  one  fond  fmile,  one  powerful  tear  of  thine* 
*Wide  o*er  the  eaftem  fliores  fhalt  thou  behold 

Thy  flags  far  flreaming,  and  thy  thunders  roU'd  5 
Where  nobler  triumphs,  (hall  thy  nation  crown. 
Than  thofe  of  Roman  or  o£  Greek  renown^ 


If  by  mine  aid  the  fapient  Greek  could  brave. 
Th'  Ogycian  feas,  nor  ^  fink  a  deathlefs  flave  j 
If  Arough  th*  lUyrian  (helves  Antenor  bore, 

f,.  ^  TillTafe  he  landed  on  Timavus'  (hore^ 
i 

If,  by  his  fate,  the  pious  Trojan  led. 
Safe  through  Charibdis'  '  barking  whirlpool^  fped : 
Shall  thy  bold  Heroes,  by  my  care  difclaim!d. 
Be  left  to  peri(h,  who,  to  worlds  unnam'd 
By  vaunting  Rome,  purfue  their  dauntlefs  way  ? 
No — foon  (halt  thou  with  ravi(h'd  eyes  furvey,^ 
From  ftream  to  flream  their  lofty  cities  (pread. 
And  their  proud  turrets  rear  the  warlike  head : 

^  i.  e.  The  trre  of  Calypib,  wlio  offered      ''  fuh  Mtro 

Ulyflb. immortality  ots^ coaOition  he  wo«kl  S<yUmnf itxatmlmtaMihi^refinawtia/Mxa. 

.Sve  with  her  Vino.  En.  m. 

The 
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The  ftern-brow'd  Turk  fhall  bend  the  fuppliant  knee. 
And  Indian  Monarchs,  how  fecure  and  free, 
Beneath  thy  potent  Monarch's  yoke  Ihall  bend. 
And  thy  juft  Laws,  wide  o'er  the  Eaft,  extend. 
Thy  Chief,  who  now  in  Error's  circling  maze, 
For  India's  fhore  through  fhelvcs  and  tempcfts  ftriys ; 
Thy  chief  Ihalt.thou  behold,  with  lordly  pride, 
O'er  Neptune's  trembling  realm  triumphant  ride. 
O  wondrous  fate !  when  not  a  breathing  *  gale 
.    Shalf  curl  the  billows,  or  diftend  the  fail. 
The  waves  fhall  boil  and  tremble,  aw'd  with  dread. 
And  own  the  terror-  o'er  their  empire  fpread. 
That  barb'rous  coaft,  wjth  various  ftreams  fupplied. 
Which,  to  his  wants,  the  fountain's  gifts  deny'd ; 
That  coaft  fhalt  thou  behold  his  Ptort  fupply. 
Where  oft  thy  weary  fleets  in  reft  fliall  lie. 
Each  Ihore  which  weav'd  for  him  the  fnares  of  deatli. 
To  him  thefe  fhores  fhall  pledge  their  oiFcrr^d  faith  ; 
To  him  their  haughty  Lords  fhall  lowly  bend. 
And  yield  him  tribute  for  the  name  of  friend. 


*  After  the  Portuguefe  had  jnade  g:^at 
conquefts  in  India,  Gama  had  the  honour  to 
be  appointed  Viceroy.  In  1 5  2  4j  when  fail- 
ing thither  to  take  pofleilion  of  his  govern- 
ment, his  ileet  was  10  becalmed  on  the  coaft 
Cambaya,  that  the  ihips  flood  motionlefs 
oa  dbe.water^  iQ^en  in  an  inftant,  without 
the  leafl  change  of  the  weather,  the  waves 
were  fhaken  with  a  violent  agitation,  like 
trembling.    The  fhips  were  toiTed  about. 


The  failors  wttt  tefrified,  and  m  the  ttfinoll 
confufion,  thinking  themfelves  loft.  When 
Oama,  perceivhg  it  to  btthe  eSkB,  of  all 
earthquake,  with  his  wonted  heroifm  and 
prudence,  exclaimed,  **  Of  <wbat  are  you 
afrMP  Do  yvm  not  /eg  bona  iht  Ocian 
ttemhlet  •  under  iis  Sovenigni  /'*  Barroi^ 
L.  9.  C.  1.  and  Fana,  C  9»  wUe-  fays, 
that  fuch  as  lay  dck  of  fevers  were  cured 
by  the  fright. 

The 
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The  Red-fea  wave  fliall  darken  in  the  Ihade 
Of  thy  broad  fails  in  frequent  pomp  difplay*d;, 
Thine  eyes  fliall  fee  the  golden  Ormuz'  fliore. 
Twice  thine,  twice  conquered,  while  the  furious  Moor^. 
Amazed,  fliall  view  his  arrows  backward  *  driven. 
Showered  on  his  legions  by  the  hand  of  heaven. 
Though  twice  alFailed  by  many  a  vengeful  band^ 
Unconquered  fl:ill  (Eali  Dio's  ramparts  fland. 
Such  prowefs  there*  fliall  raifc  the  Lu&an  name 
That  Mars  fliall  tremble  for  his^  blighted  fames 
There  fliall  the  Moors:  blafpheming  fink  in  death. 
And  curfe  their  prophet  with  their  parting  breath. 

Where  Goa*s  warlike  ramparts  frown  on  high,. 
Fleas'd  flialt  thou  fee  thy  Lufian  banners  fly  ; 
The  Pagan  tribes  in  chains  fliall  crowd  her  gate,. 

While  flie  fublime  fliall  tower  in  royal  ftate, 
The  fatal  fcourge,  the  dread  of  all  who  dare 
Againft  thy  fons  to  plan  the  fu tvu-e  war. 
Though  few  thy  troops  who  Cohanour  fuflain. 
The  foe,  though  numerous,  fliall  aflault  in  viin; 
Great  Calicut,  for  potent  hofl:s  renown'd, 
By  Lift)on's  fons  aflkil'd  fliall  ftrew  the  ground : 


• 

»  Both  Barros  and  Caflkncda  relate  this  wbd  the  arrows  of  the  latter  were  driven 

fed.     Albuquerk,  during  the  war  of  Or-  back  upon  themfelves,   whereby  many  of 

muzy   having  given  battle  to  the  Perfians  their  troops  were  wounded. 
and  Moors,   by   the  violence  of  a  fudden 

By 
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By  Cochin's  walls,  againft  whole  troops  of  foes, 
Shall  one  brave  Luiian  his  proud  breaft  oppofe : 
Ne'er  did  the  lyre  refound  a  hero's  name 
More  brave,  more  worthy  of  immortal  fame. 
When  *  blackening  broad  and  far  o'er  Afliiim's  tide 
Auguflus'  fleets  the-  flave  of  love  defy'd, 
When  that  fallen  Hero  to  the  combat  led 
The  braveft  troops  in  Ba£trian  Scythia  bred. 
With  Aiian  legions,  and,  his  fhameful  bane. 
The  Egyptian  Queen  attendant  in  tKe  train  ; 
Though  Mars  raged  high,  and  all  his  fiiry  pour'd. 
Till  with  the  ftorm  the  boiling  forges  roar'd. 
Yet  fhall  thine  eyes  more  dreadful  fcenes  behold, 
On  burning  furges  burning  furges  roU'd, 
The  iheets  of  fire  far  billowing  o'er  the  brine. 
While  I  my  thunder  to  thy  fons  refign. 
Thus  many  a  fea  fhall  blaze,  and  many  a  fhore 
Refound  the  horror  of  the  combat's  roar. 
While  thy  bold  prows  triumphant  ride  along 
By  trembling  China  to  the  ifles  unfung 


*  Hinc  •pi  harbarlcM  varii/^ne  Amfmus 
srmis 
ViSwr^  4ih  Juror^g  popmlis  W  liton  rubro 
^gjp^**''h  'oirefyue  Oriemiist  H  uliima  ft- 
cttm 
iadra  'uebit :  fequiturque  mfas  !  JEgfptia 

Una  omnes  rmerct  ac  tottim  fpumare  reduQh 
C^nvul/um  rtmis  rofiri/qme  tridenttbus  ajuor. 


Alia  pgfmnf  :  ptlag^  credos  itmare  rtvul/as 
Cychdafyatit  m^mtit  i^cmrrere  wwntibut  aU%i: 
fanta  moli'viri  turrit  is  puppibus  infiastt. 
StupeaflatMima  manu^  tik/ifue  nj^atiU ftrrstm 
Spargitur  :  ar^a  m^vd  Neptunim  cttdt  rubtf- 
cunt^ 
I    J^ruii  medio  is$  eertsiHine  Ma'uors^ 

Vjiac«  Av»  Tin. 


By 


\ 


Book  II.  THE        L   U   S    I   A    D.  6$ 

By  ancient  bard,  by  ancient  chief  unknown, 
Till  Ocean's  utmoft  Ihore  thy  bondage  own. 

Thus  from  the  Ganges  to  the  Gadian  ftrand,  "  . 

From  the  moft  northern  wave  to  fouthmoft  land  ; 
That  land  which  firft,  the  Lufian  fhame  and  "  pride, 
The  brave  neglefted  Magalhaens  defcryed, 
From  all  that  Vaft,  though  crowned  with  heroes  old, 
Who  with  the  gods  were'  demi-gods  enroll'd : 
From  all  that  Vaft  no  equal  heroes  ftiine 
To  match  in  arms,  O  lovely  daughter,  thine. 

So  Ipake  the  awful  Ruler  of  the  (kies. 
And  Maia's  fon  fwift  at  his  mandate  flies  : 
His  charge,  from  treafon  and  MombalTa's  king 
The  weary  fleet  to  friendly  port  to  bring. 
And  while  in  fleep  the  brave  De  Gama  lay, 
To  warn,  and  fair  the  fhore  of  reft  difplay. 
Fleet  through  the  yielding  air  Cyllenius  glides. 
As  to  the  light,  the  nimble  air  divides. 
The  myftic  helmet  on  his  head  he  wore. 

And  in  his  right  the  fatal  rod  he  ^  bore; 

« 

Ti^  Lufian  fifmne  and  pridi. — Maeal-  at  this  Say  are  of  the  utmoft  value  to  the 

haensy  a  moft  celebrated  navigator.     Ne-  Spaiufh  Empire.    Of  this  hero  fee  further* 

gled^    by    Emmanuel    king   of    Porta-  X«  Lufiad,  in  the  notes. 
gal»   he  offered  his    fervice    to    the  kinp         ^  Turn  'virgam  capit :    hat  animas  ilii 
of    Spain,  under   whom    he  made    moft  ivocat  Oreo 

important   difcoveries    round    the    Straits,  PaRenUs,  alias  fuh  triftia  Tartara  mim'f, 

which  bear  his  name,  and  in  the  back  parts  Dot  fimnts  adimitqntj  &  lumina  morte  re^ 
^  Sooth  Aihericai   acquirements,   which  fignat.  Viae.  uEn.  IV. 

K  That 
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That  rod,  of  power  to  wake  the  filent  dead, 

Or  o'er  the  lids  of  care  loft  flumbers  (hed. 

And  now,,  attended  by  the  herald  Fame,. 

To  fair  Melinda's  gate  concealed  he  came ; 

And  foon  loud  Rumour  ecchoed  through  the  town^. 

How  from  the  weftern  world,  from  waves  unknown,. 

A  noble  band  had  reached  the  iEthiop  fhore, 

Through  feas  and  dangers  never  dared  before  i 

The  godlike  dread  attempt  their  wonder  fires,, 

Their  generous  wonder  fond  regard  infpires, 

And  all  the  city  glows  their  aid  togivr^. 

To  view  the  heroes,  axid  their  wants  relieve. 

*Twas  now  the  folemn  hour  when  midnight  reigns,. 
And  dimly  twinkling  o'er  the  ethereal  plaina 
The  ftarry  hoft,  by  gloomy  filence  led. 
O'er  earth  and  fea  a  glimmering  palenefs  fhed  f. 
When  to  the  fleet,  which  hemm'd  with  dangers  layj. 
The  filver-wing*d  Cyllenius  darts^  away. 

■ 

Each  care  was  now  in  foft  oblivion  fteep'd,^ 

The  Watch  alone  ac€uftom*d  vigils  kept ;, 

ft 

E'en*  Gama,  wearied  by  the  day's  alarms,. 

Forgets  his  cares„  reclined  in  (lumber's  apn?. 

Scarce  had  he  clofed  his  careful  eyes  in  reft,. 

When  Maia-s  fon  in  vifion  ftood  confeft :: 

And  fly,  he  cried,  O  Lufitanian,  fly ; 

Here  guile  and  treafon  every  nerve  apply : 

An 
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An  impious  king  for  thcc  the  toil  prepares, 
An  impious  people  weave  a  thoufand  fnarcs  ; 
Oh  fly  thefe  ftiores,  unfurl  the  gathered  fail, 
Lo,  heaven,  thy  guide,  commands  the  riling  gale. 
Hark,  loud  it  ruftles,  fee,  the  gentle  tide 
Invites  thy  prows  *,  the  winds  thy  lingering  chide- 
Here  fuch  dire  welcome  is  for  thee  prepared 
As  *  Diomed's  unhappy  ftrangers  fhared ; 
His  haplefs  guefts  at  filent  midnight  bled, 
On  their  torn  limbs  his  fnorting  courfers  fed. 
Oh  fly,  or  here  with  ftrangers'  blood  imbrew'd 
Bufiris*  altars  thou  Ihalt  find  renew'd ; 
Amidft  his  flaughter'd  guefts  his  altars  ftood 
Obfcene  with  gore,  and  bark'd  with  human  blood  : 
Then  thou,  beloved  of  heaven,  my  counfel  hear  j 
Right  by  the  coaft  thine  onward  journey  fteer. 
Till  where  the  fun  of  noon  no  fhade  begets. 
But  day  with  night  in  equal  tenor  fets. 

m 

A  Sovereign  there,  of  generous  faith  unftain*d, 

J* 

With  ancient  bounty,  and  with  joy  unfeign'd 
Your  glad  arrival  on  his  ftiore  (hall  greet. 
And  foothe  with  every  care  your  weary  fleet. 

*  Diomede,  a  tyrant  of  Thrace,  who  fed  Hercttles  vanqulflied  both  thefe  tyrants,  and 

his  korfes  with  human  flelh  ;  a  thing,  fa^s  put  them  to  die  fame  pimifliments  which 

the  grave  Caftera,  pre/qm  incroyahUy  ahnoft  their  cruelty  had  infli^ed  on  others.    Ifo- 

incredible.    Bafiris,  was  a  king  of  £gypt»  crates  compofed  an  oration  in  honour  of 

who  facrificed  ftrangers.  Bnfiris  ;  a  mafterly  examjple  of  Attic  raillery 

^is^illaudau  ne/c  it  Bufiridis  aras  P  and  fatire.     To  Ais  Caftcra  wifely  appeab. 

Viae.  GEOR.iii.  to  prove  the  truth  ofthchiftory  of  that  tyrant. 

'    "  K   2  And 
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Ancl  wlien  again  for  India's  ;g61den  ttrana* 
Before  the  profperous  ;gale  your  iails  ^xpantv 
A  fkilful  Pilot  oft  in  danger  try'di 
Of  heart  fincere,  fhall  prove  your  ifaithfid  guiac> 

Thus  Hermes  fpoke,  and  as  his  flight  he  takes 
Melting  in  amhient  air,  De  Gam  a  wakes.. 
•  Chiird  with  amaze  he  ftood,  when  through  the  night 
With  fudden  ray  appeared  the  burffiing  light ; 
The  winds  loud  whizzing  through  the  cordage  figh'd^. 
Spread,  fpread  the  fail,  the  raptured  Vasco  cried  j 
Aloft^  aloft,  this,  this  the  gale  of  heaven^ 
By  heaven  our  guide,,  th*  aufpicious  fign  is  given  i 
Mine  eyes  beheld  the  meflenger  divine,, 
O  fly,  he  cried,  and  gave  the  favouring  lign. 

Here  treafon  lurks. Swift  as  the  Captain  fpake- 

The  mariners  fpring  bounding  to  the  deck,. 
And  now  with  fhouts  far-ecchoing  o'er  the  iea. 
Proud  of  their  ftrength  the  ponderous  anchors  weighj^ 
When  ^heaven  again  its  guardian  care  difplay'dj. 
Above  the  wave  rofe  many  a  Moorifh  head',, 
Conceard  by  night  they  gently  fwam  along-. 
And  with  their  weapons  fawed  the  cables  ftrong,, 

y  Havbg  mendoned  the  cfcapc  of  the  fet  a  noftris  fingulari  Gamae  induftria  vigi* 

Moorifh    pilots,   Oforiiu  proceeds :     Rex  latom,  ct  infidiis  fcelerati  illius  regis  occur- 

deinde  homines  magno  cum  filentio  fcaphis  fum,  noUri  iafummam  vitx  difcsimen  iaci* 

&.liiltribus  fubmittebaty  qui  fecuribus  an-  di/Tent. 
choralia  no^  prseciderent.     Quod  niil  ftu£* 

That 
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That  by  the  fwelling  currents  whirl'd  and  toft, 
The  navy's  wrecks  might  ftrew  the  rocky  coaft. 
But  liow  difcover'd>  every  nerve  they  ply, 
And  dive,  and  fwift  as  frighten'd  vermin  flyi. 

a 

Now  through  the  filver  waves  that  curling  rofe^ 
And  gently  murmur'd  round  the  (loping  prows. 
The  gallant  fleet  before  the  fteady^  wind 
Sweeps  on,  and  leaves  long  foamy  tradb  behind  ^ 

# 

While  as  they  fail  thejoyful  crew  relate 

* 

Their  wondrous  fafety  frouL impending,  fate; 
And  every  bofom  feels  hoviweet?  the  joy 
When  dangers  paft  the  grateful  tongue  employ. 

The  fun  had  now  his  annual  journey  ran. 
And  blazing  forth  another  courfe  begun,. 
When  fmoothly  gliding  o'er  the  hoary  tide  ^ 
Two  floops  afax  the  watchful  mafter  fpied  y 
Their  Moorifh  make  the  feaman's  art  difplay'd  -,. 
Here  Gama  weens  to  force  the  Pilot's  aid  :     "      , 

t 

One,  bafe  with  fear,  to  certain  fliipwreck  flew  j 
The  keel  dafh'd  on  the  (hore,  efcap'd  the  crew. 
The  other  bravely  trufts  the  generous  foe. 
And  yields,  ere  Slaughter  ftrack  the  lifted  blow, 
Ere  Vulcan's  thunders  bellowed.    Yet  again 

The  Captain's  prudence  and  his  wifh,  were  vain  ; 

No 


yo 
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No  Pilot  here  his  wandering  courfc  to  guide, 

No  lip  to  tell  where  rolls  the  Indian  tide  i 

The  voyage  calm,  or  perilous^  -or  afar, 

Beneath  what  heaven,  or  which  the  guiding  ftac;  * 

Yet  this  they  told,  that  by  the  neighbouring  bay 

A  potent  monarch  reign'd,  whofe  pious  fway 

For  truth  and  noWeft  feoiirttf  far  renown'd, 

Still  with  the  Stranger's  grateful  praife  was  crown'd. 

O'er  joyed  brave  Gam  a  heard  the  talc,  which  feal'd 

The  facred  truth  that  Maia's  fon  revwW ; 

And  bids  the  Pilot,  warned  by  heava^  hi^  guide, 

For  fair  Melinda  turn  the  Kelm  afidtf.  *    i .  '. 


r   •% 

J 


'Twas  now  the  jovial  feafon,  when  the  morn 
From  Taurus  flames,  when  Amaltheft's' Horn  i  ^ 
O'er  hill  and  dale  the  rofe-crowii'd  Flora  pours. 
And  fcatters  corn  and  wine,  and  fruits  and  flowiers. 
Right  to  the  port  their  courfe  the  fleet  purfucd. 
And  the  glad  dawri  that  facred  day  renewed. 
When  with  the  fpoils  of  vanquilh'd  death  adorn'd 

To  heaven  the  Viftor  of  the  tomb  rctum'd. 

« 

And  foon  Melinda's  fhore  the  failors  fpy ; 
From  every  maft  the  purple  ftreamers  fly  * 
Rich-figured  tap'ftry  now  fupplics  the  fail. 
The  gold  and  fcarlet  tremble  in  the  gale  j 
The  ftandard  broad  its  brilliant  hues  bewrays. 
And  floating  on  the  wind  wide-billowing  plays  j 


*  • 


i>  ♦ 


Shrill 


fitKXK  II.  T    H   E        L    U    S    I    A    D,  71 

Shrill  through  the  air  the  quivering  trumpet  founds, 
And  the  rough  drum  the  roufing  march  rebounds. 
As  thus  regardful  of  the  facred  day 
The  feftive  navy  cut  the  watery  way, 
Melinda's  fons  the  ihore  in  thoufands  crowd. 
And  offering  joyful  welcome  fhout  aloud : 
And  truth  the  voice  inipired.     Unawcd  by  fear, 
With  warlike  pomp  adom'd,  himfelf  linccre^ 
Into  the  port  the  generous  Gama  rides ; 
His  (lately  veffels  range  their  pitchy  fides 
Around  their  chief;  the  bowfpritk  nod  the  head> 
And  the  barb'd  anchors, gripe  the; harBour's  bed. 
Strait  to  the  king,  as  friends  to  generous  friends^ 
A  captive  Moor  the  valiant  Gama  fends. 

The  Lufian  fame  the  king  already  knew,- 

What  gulphs  unknown  the  fleet  had  labour'd  through,. 

What  fhelves,  what  tempefts  dared  :  His  liberal  mind 

Exults  the  Captain  s  manly  truft  to  find  5 

With  that  ennobling  worth,  whofe  fond  employ         .  . 

Befriends  the  brave,  the  Monai'ch  owns  his  joy, 

Entreats  the  Leader  imd  hia  weary  band 

To  tafte  the  dews  of  fweet  repbfe  on  land, 

And  all  the  riches  of  his  cultured  fields 

Obedient  to  the  nod  of  Gama  yields. 

His  care  meanwhile  their  prefent  want  attends, 

And  various  fowl,  and  various  fruits  he  feridi  y 

The 
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The  oxen  low,  the  fleecy  Umbkins  bleat, 
And  rural  founds  are  ecchoed  through  the  fleet. 
His  gifts  with  joy  the  valiant  Chief  receives. 
And  gifts  in  turn,  confirming  friendfhip,  gives. 
Here  the  proud  fcarlet  darts  its  ardent  rays, 
And  there  the  purple  and  the  orange  blaze ; 
.O'er  thefe  profufc  the  branching  coral  fpfead. 
The  •  coral  wondrous  in  its  watery  bed ; 
Soft  there  it  creeps,  in  curving  branches  thrown, 
In  air  it  hardens  to  a  precious  ftone. 
With  thefe  an  Herald,  on  wiiofe  melting  tongue 
The  *  copious  rhet'ric  of  Arabia  hung. 
He  fends,  his  wants  and  purpofe  to  reveal. 
And  holy  vows  of  lafHng  peace  to  feaL 
The  Monarch  fits  amidfl:  his  fplendid  bands, 
Before  the  regal  throne  the  Herald  (lands. 
And  thus,  as  eloquence  his  lips  infpired, 
O  King,  he  cries,  for  facred  truth  admired, 
Ordain'd  by  heaven  to  bend  the  ftubborn  knees 
Of  haughtiefl  nations  to  thy  j.uft  decrees ; 
Fcar*d  as  thou  art,  yet  fent  by  heaven  to  prove 
That  Empire's  ftrength  refults  from  Public  love : 


^  Fimin  irat  dum  ftagna /ubiu  proceffirat  undis 
Gtmmafuit^  ^     * 

Sic  it  coraliumf  quo  primum  contigit  aurast 
fTimfon  durefciu  moUufuit  berbafub  undis.  . 


Claud. 
Ovid. 


^  There  were  on  board  Gama't  fleet  fevend  perfons  (killed  in  the  Qrieiital  languaiges. 

OSOR.. 

To 
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To  thee,  O  King,  for  friendly  aid  we  come  5 

Nor  lawlefs  Robbers  o'er  the  feas  we  roam : 

No  luft  of  gold  'Could  e'er  our  breads  inflame 

To  fcatter  fire  and  flaughter  where  we  came  9 

Nor  fivord,  nor  ipear  our  harmlefs  hands  employ 

To  feize  the  carelefs,  or  the  weak  deftroy. 

At  our  moft  potent  Monarch's  dread  command 

We  (pread  the  fail  from  lordly  Europe's  ftrand  4 

Through  feas  unknown,  through  gulphs  untry'd  before. 

We  force  our  journey  to  the  Indian  fhore. 

Alas,  what  rancour  £res  the  human  breaft  ! 
By  what  ftern  tribes  are  Afric's  (bores  pofTeft  ! 
How  many  a  wile  they  try -d,  how  many  a  fhare  ! 
Not  wifdom  fav'd  lis,  'twas  the  heaven's  own  care :: 
Not  harbours  only,  e'en  the  barren-  fands 
A  place  of  reft  deny'd  our  weary  bands : 
From  us,  alas,  what  "harm  could  prudence  fear  ! 
From  us  fo  few,  their  numerous  friends  £0  near  ! 
While  thus  from  ihore  to  cruel  fhore  4ong  driven. 
To  thee  conducted  by  a  guide  from  heaven, 

» 

We  come,  O  Monarch,  of  thy  truth  aflured. 
Of  hofpitable  rites  by  heaven  fecured.j 
Such  •  rites,  as  old  Alcinous'  palace  graced. 
When  lorn  Ulyfles  fat  his  favour'd  gueft* 

*  See  che.  Eighth  Odyflev,  Stc^ 

L  Nor 
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Nor  deem,  O  King,  tl»it  eoH  fufpicioii  tamt» 
Our  valiant  Leader,  or  his  wifli  pflretests  j 
Great  is  our  Monarcit,  anid  hid  dread  GOfirima;nd 
To  our  brave  CapCditt  iifMrdi^ts  the  knd 
Till  Indian  earth  he  tread :  What  nobler  cauCe 
Than  loyal  faith  can  wake  thy  fond  applaufei^ 
O  thou,  who  k<K)wft  the  tver-^preffing  wdghit 
Of  kingly  "  office,  and  the  cares  of  £)iate  1 
And  hear,  ye  con^iousf  heaven9,r  if  Gama'&  heart 
Forget  thy  kindnefs,  or  from  trttth  deptivti 
The  facred  light  fhall  perifh  from  the  Sun, 
And  Rivers  to  the  fea  fhall  ceafe  to  ^  rtin. 


^  Caftera's  note  on  this  plao6  is  fb  cha- 
ra^riftical  of  a  Frenchmant  thatt&e  Reader 
will  perhaps  be  pleafed  to  ibe  it  tnjbicAhcd. 
In  his  text  he  fays,  **  Tot  qui  occufesfi  dig* 
ntmtnt  U  rang /upftrnt-^Le  PhU  dtif  f3^f 
hei  in  the  note.  Tens  de  Rey  c  officio^  lot 
quifais  le  mttier  de  Km^The  Poef  Uiys^  thou 
tjuho  Mdeft  the  bufinefs  of  a  king.  I  oonfefi, 
he  adds,  I  found  a  Jlron?  mdinatioo  to 
tranflate  this  fentence  litendfy.  I  fiild  much 
aoblenefs  in  it.  However,  I  fubmkted  to 
the  opinion  of  fome  friends^  who  were  difaid 
that  the  ears  of  Frenchmen  would  be  ihocked 
at  the  word  bufinefi  applied  to  a  King.  Ic 
is  true,  neverthelefs,  that  Royalty  is  ft  hnfi^ 
ne/s,  Philip  U.  of  Spain  was  c#nvinc^d 
of  it,  as  we  may  difcem  from  one  of  his 
letters.  Hallot  tays  he,  me  ^*)r  embarafodo^ 
&c«  lamfo  eatangled  and  incumbered  nvitb 
the  muliiplicitj  of  bujineftt  that  /  h0vtnot  a 
moment  to  mj/e/f  In  trutb^  ive  kings  bold  a 
laborious  office ;  (or  trade)  there  is  litth^  rea- 
fon  to  envy  us"  May  the  politenefs  of  £ng« 
land  never  be  difgnfted  with  the  word  bufi- 
ntfs  applied  to  a  king ! 

«  The  propriety  and  axtfulnefs  of  Homer's 
rpeeches  have  been  often  and  juftly  admired. 
Camoens  is  peculiarly  happy  in  the  fame  de- 
partment ot  the  £pop<£a.  Tfib  fj^^h  of 
Gama's  hendd  to  the  King  of  Melinda  is  a 


ftnldag  kilknoe  of  it.  The  oottpSto^aeft 
with  which  it  begins  have  a  dired  tendency 
to  the  £ivottrs  afterward  to  be  aiked.  The 
aiturances  of  the  innocence,  the  purpofe  o£ 
fhe  Voys^ers,  arid  the  ffreatftefs  of  their 
Icing,  are  happily  touchea.  The  exdama* 
fkm  OR  the  barbarous  treatment  they  had  ex«« 
pcrknced^  ''  Nbi  wifdom  faved  QS,  but  hea- 
ven's own  care,"  are  mafterly  infmuationa.. 
Their  bafbafous*  trasCtxtienr  is  again  repeated 
in  a  manner  to  move  compaflion :  Alas  I 
whiat  could  diey  feaff,  &c.  is  mafening  joined 
with  the  pathos.  That  they  were  conduced 
to  th»KB^of  Melindft  by  heaven,  and  wer^ 
by  heaven  afTured  of  his  truth,  is  a  moft  de-^ 
ficatie  cmiplimeift,  and  in  the  true  fpiiit  of 
the  Epic  Poem.  The  allufion  to  Alcinoa& 
is  weu  dnied.  The  apobgy  for  Gama'i 
refiifaT  to  come  on  fhore,  is  exceeding  art^ 
fth  it  conveys  a  proof  of  the  greacnefs  of 
the Portuguefe Sovereign,  andarordsacom^ 
pKment  to  Loyalty,  which  could  not  £dl  to 
be  acceptable  to  a  Monarch.  In  fhort,  the 
whole  of  the  fpeechfupplicates  warmly,  but 
tft  the  fame  time  in  the  ihoft  manly  manner  ^ 
and  the  adjuration  concludes  it  with  all  the 
appearance  of  warmth  and  fincerily.  Eu- 
ftathius  would  have  written  a  whole  chapter 
OB  Aieh  &  ^eech  in  the  Iliad  or  O^-^^ty. 

He 
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He  ipoke ;  a  murmur  of  applaufe  fucceeds, 
And  each  with  wonder  own'd  the  val'rous  deed$ 
Of  that  bold  race,  whofe  flowing  vanes  had  wav'd 
Beneath  fo  many  a  iky,  fo  many  an  Ocean  brav'd. 
Nor  lefs  the  King  their  loyal  faith  reveres. 
And  Lilbon's  Lord  in  awful  ftate  appears, 
Whofe  leaft  command  on  fartheft  iOiores  obey'd. 
His  fovereign  grandeur  to  the  woiU  diiplay'd. 
Elate  with  joy,  uprofe  the  royal  Moor, 
'  And  fmiling  thus, —  O  welcome  to  my  fliore ! 
If  yet  in  you  the  fear  of  tisafon  dwell. 
Far  from  your  thoughts  lii'  imgenerous  fear  expel : 
Still  with  the  brave,  the  brave  will  honour  find, 
And  equal  ardour  will  their  frie»dAiip  bind. 
But  thofe  who  fpurn'd  you,  men  alone,  in  ihew^ 
Rude  as  the  beftial  herd,  no  worth  they  know  i 
Such  dwell  not  here :  aiul  (ince  y^our  laws  require 
Obedience  ftrift,  I  yield. my  foftd  defire. 
Though  much  I  wifli'd  your  C^ief  to  grace  my  board, 
Fair  be  his  duty  to  his  fovereign  Lord : 
Yet  when  the  mom  walks  forth  with  dewy  feet 
My  barge  fhall  waft  me  to  the  warlike  fleet ; 
There  fhall  my  longing  ley^s  |be  heroes  view» 
And  holy  vows  the  mutual  peace  r^oew. 
What  from  the  blufterijog  winds  ^nd  lei^hening  tidf  ,         . « 
Xotir  fliips  have  fuffer'd,  fliall  be  here  fupply'd. 
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Arms  and  provifionS  I  myfclf  will  fend, 
And,^  great  of  fkill,  a  Pilot  (hall  attend* 


A*       i 


•         m  ■*    m 


Sa  fpoke  the  King :  and  now;  with  purpled  ray^ 
Beneath  the  (hining  wave  the  god  of  day 
Retiring,  left  the  evening  fhadesto  fpread;  ,  . 

And  to  the  fleet  the  joyful  herald  fpodr:  ,    ;,. 

To  find  fuch  friends  each  Id'eai):  with  rapture  glows>. 
The  feail  is  kindled,  and  the  goblet  flows  ^ 
The  trembling  Comet's  imitated  rays- 
Bound  to  the  fkies,  and  tra&l  a  fparkling.  blazer 
The  vaulting  bombs  awake  their. ileeping  fire>. 
And  like  the  Cyclops'  bolts,  to  heaven  afpire :: 
The  Bombadeers  their,  roariiig^  engines  ply,. 
And  earth  and  oceaa  thunder  to  the  iky. 
The  trump  and  fyfe's  ihrill  clarion  far  around 
The  glorious  mufk  of  the.  fight  refound  5 
Nor-lefs  the  joy  Melinda's  fohs  difplay. 
The  fulphur  burfls  in  many  aa  ardent  ray, . 
And  to  the  heaven  afcends.  in  whizzing  gyres. 
And  Ocean  flames  with  artificial  fires. 
In  feftive  war  the  fea  and  land  engage; 
And  echoing  fhouts  confefs  the  joyful  rage; 
So  pafl  the  night :  and  now  with  filvery  ray: 
The  Star  of  morning  uftier^d  in  the  day. 
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The  fhadows  fly  before  the  rofeate  hours. 
And  the  chill  dew  hangs  glittering  on  the  flowers. 
The  pruning  hook  or  humble  fpade  to  wield. 
The  chearful  labourer  haftens^  to  the  field  ^ 
When  to  the  fleet  with  many  a  founding  oar 
The  Monarch  fails ;,  the  natives  croud- the  {hore  ; 
Their  various  robes  in  one  bright  fplendor  join, 
The  purple  blazes,  and  the  gold-ftripes  ftiine  j 
Nor  as  ftern  warriors  with  the  quivering  lance, 
Or  moon-arch'd  bow,  Melinda's  fons  advance  y 
Green  boughs  oF  palm  with  joyful  hands  they  wave^ 

•  _ 

An  omen  of  the  meed  that  cpowiw  the  Brave  : 
Fair  was  the  fhow  the  royal  Earge  difplay*d. 
With  many  a  flag  of  gliflning  filk  array'd, 
Whofe  various  hues,  as  nodding  thro'  the  bay, 

« 

Retiarn'd  the  luflre  of  the  rifing  day  :. 
And  o  .ward  as  they  camej.  inr  fovereign Hate- 
The  mighty  King  amid  his  Princes  fate : 
His  robes  the  pomp  of  eaftern  fplendor  (hew, 
A  proud  Tiara  decks  his  lordly  brow  : 
The  various  tiffiae  fhines  in  every  fold,. 
The  filken  luflre  and  the  rays  of  gold. 
His  purple  mantle  boafts  the  dye  of  Tyre, 
And  in  the  fuh^beam  glows  with  living  fire. 
A  golden  chain,  the  Ikilful  Artift's  pride. 
Hung  from  his  neckj  and  glittering  by  his  fide. 


The 
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The  dagger's  hilt  of  ftar-bright  diamond  flioaie, 

The  girding  baldric  burns  with  precious  fltone ; 

And  precious  ftone  in  ftuds  of  gold  enchafed, 

The  fhaggy  velvet  qi  his  bufkins  graced : 

Wide  o'er  his  head»  of  various  iilks  inlaid^ 

A  fair  umbrella  caft  a  grateful  (hade. 

A  band  of  menials,  bending  o'er  the  prow. 

Of  horn-wreath'4  round  the  crooked  trumpets  blow  ^ 

And  each  attendant  barge  aloud  rebounds 

A  barbarous  difcord  of  rejoicing  founds. 

With  equsd  pomp  tht  Captain  leaves  the  fleet» 

Melinda's  Monarch  on  the  isdc  to  meet : 

His  barge  nods  on  amidft  a  fplmdid  train, 

Himfeif  adorn'd  in  ^  all  the  pride  of  Spain : 

With  fair  embroidery  ihooe  his  armed  breaft, 

For  polifh'd  fteel  fupply'd  the  witriior's  veft  s 

His  fleeves,  beneath,  wer«  filk  of  paly  blue. 

Above,  more  loofe,  the  purple's  brighteft  hue 

Hung  as  a  fcarf  in  equal  gatherings  xc^'d. 

With  golden  buttons  and  with  loops  of  gold : 

Bright  in  the  Sun  the  pdiih'd  radiance  burns. 

And  the  dimm'd  eyeball  from  the  luftre  turns* 

*  Camoens  feems  to  have  his  eye  on  the'  velvet,  all  flafhed/  throogh  #hich  appei^a 

fiaure  of  Gama,  which  i«  tho*  4fffliM  ^  owMbn  Utiog^  4^  ^nl^kCr^f  mmba 

by  Fmriay  Seu/a.    "  He  is  painted  with  iattin,  and  over  it  his  armoocadaid  with, 

a  blackcap,  dotk and  hreediu^iiffAmiih  (Old«^ 

Of 
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Of  crimfon  fattin,  dazzling  to  behold 

His  caiToc  fwell'd  in  many  a  carving  fold, 

The  make  was  GalHc,  biat  ih^  lively  bloon^ 

Confeft  the  labour  of  Venetians  loom ;, 

Gold  was  his  Iword,  and  warlike'  trowfera  laced 

With  thongs  of  gold  his  manly  legs  embraced.     ^ 

With  graceful  mien  hi&  cap  aflant  was  tum'd,. 

The  velvet  cap  a  nodding  plume  adorn'd. 

His  noble  afpefV,  and  the  purple's  ray, 

Amidft  his  train  thef  gallant  Chief  bewray. 

The  various  vcftments  of  the  warrior  train, 

« 

Like  flowers  of  viariow^  coknlr$  tm  the  pl^^ 
Attraft  the  pleafed  beholders  wondering  eye,. 
And  with  the  fplcndor  of  the  f  ^nbow  vie* 
Now  Gama's  batids^  the  quivering  trumps  blow^ 
Thick  o'er  the  wave  the  crowding  barget  row,. 
The  Moorifli  flags  the  cui-ling  waters  fw^ep. 
The  Lufian  mdrf ^rs  thunder  o-er  the  deep  i 
Again  the  fiery  roar  heaven's  concave  tears^ 
The  Moors  afl:onifhed  ftop  their  wounded  ears  j: 
Again  loud  thunders  rattle  o'er  the  bay. 
And  clouds  cf  fmoke  wide^roUing  blot  the  day  -^ 
The  Captain's  barge  the  generous  King  afcendsy 
His  arms  the  Chief  enfold,  the  Captain  bends, 
A  reverence  to  thefcepter'd  griandeur  due : 
In  filent  awe  the  Monarch's  wondering  view 
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Is  fixt  •  on  Vasco's  noble  mien  s  the  while 

His  thoughts  with  wonder  weigh  the  Hero's  toil. 

Efteem  and  fiiendiJiip  with  his  wonder  rife^ 

And  free  to  Gama  all  his  kingdom  lies. 
Though  never  fon  of  Lufus'.race  before 

Had  met  iiis  eye,  or  trod  Meiinda's  (hore, 

To  him  familiar  was  the  mighty  name. 

And  much  his  talk  extols  the  Lufian  fame; 

How  through  the  vaft  of  Afiric's  wildeft  bound 

Their  deathlefs  feats  in  gallant  arms  refound  s 

When  that  fair  land  where  Hefper's  offspring  reign'd. 

Their  valour's  prize  the  Lufian  youth  obtain'xl. 

Much  ftill  he  talk'4,  enraptured  of  the  theme. 

Though  but  the  faint  vibrations  of  their  fame 

To  him  had  ecchoed.    Pleafed  his  w?irmth  to  view. 

Convinced  his  promife  and  his  heart  were  true. 

The  illuftrious  Gama  thus  his  foul  expreft 

And  own'd  the  joy  that  laboured  in  his  breaft: 

Oh  thou,  benign,  of  all  the  tribes  alone, 

Who  feel  the  rigour  of  the  burning  zone. 

Whole  piety,  with  mercy's  gentle  eye 

Beholds  our  wants,  and  gives  the  wifh'd  fupply ; 

Qur  navy  driven  from  many  a  barbarous  coaft. 

On  many  a  tempeft-harrowed  ocean  toft, 

*  The  admiration  and  friendfhip  of  the  gil*s  Dido.  In  both  cafes  fuch  preparation 
ki  ng  of  Melisda,  fo  much  infifted  on  by  was  neceflary  to  introduce  the  limg  epifodes 
C^moens^  is  a  judicious  imitation  of  Vir-       which  follow. 

At 
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At  laft  with  thee  a  kindfy  refuge  fincb. 
Safe  from  the  fury  of  the  howling  winds. 
O  generous  King,  may*  He  whofe  mandate  rolls 
The  circling  heavens,  and  human  pride  controuls. 
May  the  Great  Spirit  t»  thy  breaft-  return 
That  needful  aid;  beftowed  on  us  forlorn  I 
And  while  yon  Suw  emits  hjs  rays  divine,  * 
And  while  the  ftar^- in^  midnight  azure  fhine, 
Wherever  my  faili  are  ftretch'tl  the  world  around. 
Thy  praife  fliall  In^ighten,  and  thy  name  refound. 


He  fpoke ;  the  painted  barges  fwept  the  flood. 
Where,  proudly  gay,  the  anchored  navy  rode  j 
Eameft  the  King  the  lordly  fleet  furveys  j 
The  mortars  thunder,  and  the  tnunpets  raife 
Their  martial  founds  Melihda's  fons  to  greet, 
Melinda's  fons  with  timbrels  hail  the  fleet. 
And  now  no  more  the  fulphury  tempeft  roars. 
The  boatmen  leaning  on'  the  refted  oars 
Breathe  fliort ;  the  barges  now  at  anchor  moor'd. 
The  King,  while  filence  liften'd  round,  implored 
The  glories  of  the  Liifian  wars  to  hear> 
Whofe  fainteft  ecchoes  long  had  pleafed  his  ear  : 
Their  various  triumphs  on  the  Afric  fliore ' 
Q'er  thofe  who  hold  the  fon  of  Hagar's  lore 

M 
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Fond  he  demands,  and  now  demands  again 
Their  various  triumphs  on  the  weftcrn  main  ^ 
Again,  ere  readieft  anfwer  found  a  place, 
He  afks  the  ftory  of  the  Lufian  race ; 
What  God  was  founder  of  the  mighty  line. 
Beneath  what  heaven  their  land,  what  ftiores  adjoin  ; 
And  what  their  climate,  where  the  finking  day 
Gives  the  laft  glimpfe  of  twilight's  filvery  ray, 
-  But  moft,  O  Chief,  the  zealous  monarch  cries. 
What  raging  feas  you  braved,  what  louring  fkies  j 
What  tribes,  what  rites  you  faw ;  what  favage  hate 
On  our  rude  Afric  proved  your  ha'plefs  fate  ;  - 

Oh  tell,  for  lo,  the  chilly  dawning  ftar 
Yet  rides  before  the  morning's  purple  car ; 
And  o'er  the  wave  the  fun's  bold  courfers  raife  •  . 
Their  flaming  fronts,  and  give  the  opening  blaze  j 
Soft  on  the  glafly  wave  the  zephyrs  fleep, 
And  the  flill  billows  holy  filence  keep. 
Nor  lefs  are  we,  undaunted  Chief,  prepared 

To  hear  thy  nation's  gallant  deeds  declared ; 
Nor  think,  tho'  fcorch'd  beneath  the  car  of  day, 
Our  minds  too  dull  the  debt  of  praife  to  pay ; 
Melinda's  fons  the  teft  of  greatnefs  know. 
And  on  the  Lufian  race  the  palm  bcftow. 


If 
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If  Titan's  «  giant  brood  with  impious  arms 
Shook  high  Olympus'  brow  with  rude  alarms ; 
If  Thefeus  and  Perithous  dared  invade 
The  difmal  horrors  of  the  Stygian  fhade. 
Nor  lefs  your  glory,  nor  your  boldnefs  lefs 
That  thus  exploring  Neptune's  laft  recefs 
Contemns  his  waves  and  tempefts.     If  the  thirft 
To  live  in  fame,  though  famed  for  deeds'accurft. 
Could  urge  the  caitiff,  who  to  win  a  name 
Gave  Dian's  temple  to  the  wafting  flame : 
If  fuch  the  ardour  to  attain  renown, 
How  bright  the  luftre  of  the  hero's  crown, 
Whofe  deeds  of  fair  emprife  his  honours  raife. 
And  bind  his  brows,  like  thine,  with  deathlefs  bays  I 


^  For  a  defence  of  the  king  of  Melinda^s 
lee  the  Preface. 


:,  ignorantly  objeOed  to  by  Voltairej 


END    OF    THE    SECOND    BOOK. 
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OH  now,  Calliope,  thy^ potent  did ! 
What  to  the  King  th'  illuftrious  Gama  faid 
Cloath  in  immortal  vcrfe.    With  facred  fire 
My  brcaft,  if  e'er  it  loved  thy  lore,  infpire  : 
So  may  the  patron  of  the  healing  art, 

The  blooming  God,  to  thee  incline  his  heart ; 

^^    -     .  .  .«-     . . .  • 

From  thee,  the  Mother  of  his  darling  *  Son, 
May  never  wandering  thought  to  Daphne  run : 


*  CmHUpe—At  Mufe  of  Epic  ?9^bf  ^d 
mpflirt'pf  di^Jfis;'.  .DabKne;  daidftcr  pf 
tte'riVfcr  PdieiKf,  'flyihg}  froni"  ApMlo,  wa$ 
turatid  iidd 'thft"  latif^l;  Q]fL\ivfi9  mita-' 
morphofed'  iiifO  thie'Sml-'flower;  :tod  Leu- 


cothoe»j%}io  lyas  tinned  alive  by  her  Eaxhcr 
for  peldii^  tb^'tKeibllcitatichs  of' Apdllg,, 
wJis  by  her'  LoVcf 'chahgea  into"  dn  Inbmre 
tree.  The  ph}'iical  meaning  of  thefe  fables 
is  obviousr. 

May 
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Henceforth  with  thee  his  changeful  love  divide. 

Then  aid,  O  faireft  Nymph,  my  fond  defire, 

And  give  my  verfe  the  Lu^n  If  arHlte  fire : 

Fired  by  the  Song,  the  liftening  world  fhall  know 

That  Aganippe's  ft  reams  from  Tagus  flow. 

Oh,  ktmo  more  Ahe  flowOTs  of  Pinrius  ftiineT  T  T 

On  fhy  fair  brealft,*'  or  round  thy  temples  twine : 

On  Tago's. banks  a  richer  chaplet  blows. 

And  with  the  tuneful  God  my  bofom  glows  : 


^««w^  ^tT,  zr  •■y  ."prr"*  ati'^  '  '."*r    "-  •••••ii»«^ 


I  feel,  I  feel  the  mighty  power  infufe. 
And  bathe  my  fpirit  in  Aonian  dews  I 

i        ^  . '  *    •'  * 

Now  iilence  wooe'd  tn  illiiftrious  Chiers  reply. 
And  keen  attention  watch'd  on  every  eye ; 
When  flowly  turning  with  a  ihodeft  grate, '       ^ 
The  noble  Vasco  raifed  his  manly  face  ; 

0  mighty  king,  he  cries,  at  thy  ^  command 
The  martial  ftory  of  my  native  land 

1  tell  5  but  more  my  doubtful  heart  had  joy'd 
Had  other  wars  my  prsdfeful  lips  employed. 
When  men  the  honours  of  their  race  commend. 
The  doubts  of  ftrangers  on  the  talc  attend : 

^  The  preface  to  die  fpeech.  o^Gama^  ample  of  the  ereat  models  of  antiqaity :  By 

and  the  defcription  of  Europe  which  fol-  adding  fome  daraderiftiod  feature  of  thte^  i 

lows,  are  happy  imitations  of  the  manner  climate  or  people,  he  renders  his  narrative 

of  Homer.   When  Camoens  defcribes  coon-  plcafing,  piAoref^ue,.  and  poetical, 
tries,  or  n^uften  an  army,  it  it  after  the  ex* 

Yet 
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Yet  though  lehi&znce  fkulter  on  itiy  tongue. 
Though  day  would  fail  a  narrative  fo  long, 

Yet  well  affurcd  no  fiftion's  glare  can  raife, 

I  ... 

Or  give  my  country's  fame  a  brighter  praife ; 

Though  lefs,  far  lefs,  whatever  my  lips  can  fay^ 

•  •    • 

Than  truth  muft  give.it,  I  thy  will  obey. 


r 

Between  that  zone,  wherc^  cndlefs  winter  reigns. 
And  that,  where  flaming  heat  confuraes  the  plains  j 
Array'd  in  green,  beneath  indulgent  Ikies, 
The  queen  of  arts  and  arms  fiair  Europe]  lies. 
Around  her  northern  arid  her  weftern  fliotes,  ^ 
Thronged  with  the  finny  race  old  Ocean  roars  j 
The  midland  fea,  where  tide  ne'er  Iweird  the  waves. 
Her  richeft  lawns^  the  foiithem  border,  laves. 
Againft  the  rifing  mom,  the  northmoft  bound 
The  whirling  Tanais  parts  from  Afian  ground, 
As  tumbling  from- the  Scythian  mouhtains  cold 
Their  crooked  way  the  rapid  waters  hold  -   - 
To  dull  Maeotis'  lake:  Her  eaftern  line 
More  to  the  fouth,  the  Phrygian  waves  confine ; 
Thofe  waves,  which, ,  black  with  many  a  navy,  bore 
The! Grecian  heroes  to  the  Dardari  ihore  j 
Where  now  the  feaman  rapt  in  mournful  joy 
Explores  in  vain  the  fad  remains  of  Troy, 


. '     ; 


±i. 


Wide 


«ft 
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Wide  to  the  north  ^ff^f^\  tjip  P9ie  %  %fe#Si: 
Here  piles  of  mount^s^r^  tjjgi^  i??Sgf?i.h6^ 
Here  winds  on  windj|  j^^  ^^^  ^pg^f  vpml :     ; 
The  vaUeys  figh,  thfil^jgfl^Rg  5Cclt9SP;h^.   .> 
On  the  rude  cliffy. Y^^,i^x?#^%%g]tks.gre^ 
Weak  as  the  twiUght  gjf^gif,  t^e,  fe^y  |g%X.  v 
Each  mountain's  breaft  with  fnows  eternal  (hines. 

The  ftrcams  ^^a^^e^^^  fp?^  «ftn«^?j .     :   . . 
Here  dwelt  ^^  q,^^rpvi?,^qj^f|j^^^t^t^^  o|  9!^ 
A  dreadful  race !  by  v^^f  n^'^^  qj^jt^e^'d, 
Whofe  pride  maintgjij'4ct;hg$  tl^i^M^t|i^%j^S<^_<^|,^ 

Not  that  of  Nile,  wj^J^  ftijfts^%n|«l.)^ifiM{*lb. 
Here  difmal  Lapl^^  .^ceadta^^ejay;  yfMa 
Here  Norwu.;^^a^^^lifj^;5  ^m^n^mt  fy^&k 
Whofe  groves  of  %  in  ^fl^^ggr  Jb^jf^f  frgffip^   ; 
Nod  o'er  the  roc^  a?i^tet]^  t^flift?^  |5fo^. 
Here  Scandia's  cUpi^.he^  rvig£e4;%}ref  e3(ten4|i^ 
And  far  projefted,  thfougjij.^.  Q^faA  l>?n,^;. 
Whofe  fons'  dread  footftspsj^Ai^ftiHa  *  ^c^ar«t 
And  yet  proud  Rome  in. iQfti^fllj^y?:bc§n^^ 


•     f      »    ■ » 


*  In  the  year  400  the  city  of  Rome  was 
racked,  and  Itafy  M  d^dat^  l^  Aliinc^ 
king  of  the  Scandian  and  other  nortlv^m 
tribes.     In  mentioning  this  cihramtiuic^ 
Camoens  has  not  fallen  into  tl^  common 
error  of  little  Poets,  who  oA^^cymr  bccdfioii ' 
bewail  the  outrage  which  'the  Goths  and 
Vandals  did  to  Uie  Arts  and  S^ietic^C  A. 
complaint  founded   on    ignorance.      The 
SoHUvern-nations  of  Europe  were  funk  into 
the^inoK  contemptible  degeneracy.     The 


Sciences,  with  eyeiy  branch  of  manly  Utm^, 
tare,  were  almott  unknown.    For  near  two 
censes  no  Poet  of  note  had .  adoip^  the^ 
KomannSmpire.  ^13M>1ea^t/bnlvy'^'&ea{iiie 
oC  which  have  a  certsin  ai^d  fiital  tendency^t^ 
enem^^eiblnd^th&aJitsiof  Miific5andX::b6k- 
eiy,  were  paffionately  cultivated  in  all  the  re-  _ 
fiiii9{Qent9  of  e^ewp|tt«AVa|e.T^«ai$.of  war. 
was  too  laborious  for  their  deUcacy*  and  the 
generous  warmth  of  heroifin  and  patriotifin 
was  incompatible  with   their  effeminacy.. 

Ott 
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When  fummer  burfts  ftern  Winter's  icy  chain, 

-  •  ■ 

Here  tlie  bold  Swede,  the  Pniflian,.and  the  Dane 
Hoift  the  white  fail  and  plough  the  foamy  way, 
Chear*d  by  whole  months  of  one  continual  day : 
Between  thefe  fhorts  ancl  Tanais*  rufliinjg;  tide 
Livonia's  fons  and  Ruflia's  hords  refide. 
Stem  as  their  clime  the  tribes,  whofe  fires  of  yore 
The  name,  far  dreaded,  of  Sarmatians  bolre.  - 
Where,  famed  of  old,  th'  Hircihian  foreft  iour*d, 
Oft  feen  in  arms  the  Polifh  troops  are  pour'd 
Wide  foraging  the  diwns.  *  The  Saxon  race, 
The-Hungar  dextrous  in  the  wild-boar  chace. 
The  various  nations  whom  the  Rhine's  cold  wave 
The  Elbe,  Amafis,  and  the  Danube  lave. 
Of  various  tongues,  for  various  princes  knc^vn. 
Their  mighty  Lord  the  German  emperor  own. 
Between  the  Danube  and  the  lucid  tide 
Where  haplefs  Helle  left  her  name,  and  died  : 
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On  diefe  dc/picaUe  Sybarites  *  the  Nordi 
powvd  her  brave  and  hardy  fbns,  who,  . 
though  ignorant  of  polite  literature,  were 
poiTefled  of  all  the  manly  virtues  of  the 
Scythians  in  a  high  degree,  '  Under  their 
conquefts  Europe  wore  a  new  face,  which 
however  rude,  was  infinitely  preferable  .to 
that  which  it  had  lately  worn.  And  how- 
ever Ignorance  mav  talk  of  their  barbarity, 
it  is  to  them  that  England  owes  her  conftitu^ 
tion,  which^  at'Montefquieu  obferves,  they 
brought  from  the  woods  of  Saxony.    The 


^rit  of  gallantry  and  romantic  attachment, 
to  the  fair  fex«  which  diflinguiihed  l&e  ' 
Northern  Heroes,  will  make  their  manners 
admiredy  while,  ooniidered  in  tHe  fame 
point,  die  polifhed  ages, of  Greece  and 
Rome  excite  our  horror  and  deteftation.  To 
add  no  more,  it  is  to  the  irruption  of  thefe 
brave  barbarians  that  modem  Europe  owps 
thofe  remains  of  the  fpirit  of  Liberty,  and 
ibme  other  of  the  gresiteft  advantages,  which 
ihe  may  at  prefent  poiTefs. 


*  Syharh,  t  city  in  Grecia  Magna,  who/e  inhabitanti  were  To  efleminate,  that  they  •rdcrtd  all  the  cocka 
CfO  be  kUled,  that  they  might  not  be  dillnrbed  by  their  early  ciowing;  ■    ' 


N 


The    ' 
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The  dreadful  god  of.  battles*  kindred  ra^e.  , 

•  -  •  •  ■ 

Degenerate  now,  poffefs  the  hills  of  Tl)yace» 

Mount  Haemus  here,  and  Rhpdope  r^qpiy^'di 
And  proud  By2;antiupi,  long  wit]:^  cnpigirc;.  cro\na'd,j.  ,/  i 
Their  ancient  pride,  their  ancient  virti^e  fledji,  .  ^  ..   .  .  . 

Low  to  the  Turk  now  bend  the  fervilp  headi  . 

^  *     ♦  -J 

Here  fpread  the  fields,  gjf  vs^rlike  Maft^pfli,  /. 

And  here  thofe  happy,  lands  where,  genius,  fllpJC^ . 

In  all  the  arts,  in  all  the  Mufes'  cb£wri^s> 

In  all  the  pride  of  eleganpe  apid  arpi5> 

Which  to  the  heavcAS,  rebounded  Grecia's  nai^ff^ 

And  left  in  every  age  a  dea,thlefs  fam^t* 

The  ftern  Dalmatians  till  the.  neighbouring  gifov^i^  t 

And  where  Antenor  anchored  in  the  fo^nd 

Proud  Venice  as  a^^ueen  mai?ftic  towers. 

And  o'er  the  trembling  waves  her  thunder  pours. 

For  learning  glorious,  glorious  for  the  fwQJCd, 

While  Rome's  proqd  monarch  reign'd  the  world's  dread  loi:d^ 

Here  Italy  her  beauteous  landfcapes  Ihews ; 

Atpund  her  fides  his  arms  old,  Ocea^  throws ;      \ 

Thed^fliing  waves  the.  ramparts  force  fupply; 

The  hoary  Alps  high  towering  to  the  (ky^ 

From  fhore  to  fhore  a  rugged  barrier  Ipread, 

And  lour  deftruftion  on  the  hoftik  tread; 

But  now  no  more  her  hoftile  fpirit  burns. 

There  now  the  faint  in  humble  vefpers  mourps  j 

To 
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To  heavfen  more  grateftil  tfeaii  th6  pride  of  war,  ' 
And  all  the  triuihphs  of  the  Vigor's  car. 

*  *  •  •        -     . 

Onward  fair  Gaflia  opens  to  the  view 

•  •  •  *  • 

Her  groves  of  olivi,  arid  her  vineyards  blue : 
Wide  fpread  her  hirvefts  o'er  the  fcehes  i"enown*d, 
Where  Julius  prdudly  ftrode  with  laurel  crowned. 
Here  Seyn,  how  fair  when  jglifteriing  to  the  fnoon  1 
Rolls  his  white  wave,  and  here  'the  cold  Gar<50n ; 
Here  the  deep  Rhine  the  flowery  margin  laves, 
And  here  the  rapid  Rhone  impervious  raVes. 

ff 
« 

Here  the  gruff  mountains,  faithlefs  to  the  Vows 

Of  loft  Pyrene  *  rear  their  cloudy  brows  -, 

Whence,  when  of  old  the  flames  their  wdods  devoured. 

Streams  of  red  gold  and  melted  filver  pour'd. 

And  now,  as  head  of  all  the  lordly  train 

Of  Europe's  realms,  appears  iftuftrious  Spain.  , 

Alas,  what  various  fortunes  has  flie  known  ! 

Yet  ever  did  her  fons  her  wrongs  atone  j 

Short  was  the  triumph  of  her  haughty  foes. 

And  ftill  with  fairer  bloom  her  honours  rofe, 

Againft  one  coaft  the  Punic  ftrand  extends. 

Each  fhore  to  clofe  the  midland  ocean  bends, 

m 
• 

•*  Faiihle/s  to  the  'vo'wsofloft  FyrtfUy  &c.  etymology  they  relate*  that  by  the  negli- 

— She  was  daughter  to  Bebryx,  a  king  of  gcncc  of  Bmc  (hcphcrds  the  antienl  forefts 

Spain,  and  concubine  to  Hercules.    Hav-  on  thefe  mountains  were  •  fet  on  fire,  and 

ing  wandered  one  day  from  her  lover  fhc  burned  with  foch  vchemertcc,  that  th^  mcl- 

was  deilroyed  by  wild  beafls,  on  one  of  the  ted  metals  fluted  out  and  ran  down  from 

mountains  which  bear  her  name.    Diodorus  the  fides  of  the  hills.     The  allufion  to  this 

SiculaSy  and  others,  derive  the  name  of  the  'old  tradition  is  in  the  true  fpirit  of  Homer 

Pyrenians  from  qrvp,/rr.   To  fupport  which  and  Virgil.     C. 

N  2  Where 
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Where  lock'd  with  land  the  ftraggling  currents  boil. 
Famed  for  the  godlike  Theban's  lateft  toil  \ 
Around  her  ftiores  two  various  oceans  fwelL 
And  various  nations  in  her  hofom  dwell  j 
Such  deeds  of  valour  dignify  their  nameSi, 
That  each  the  lordly  right  of  honour  claims. . 
Proud  Arragon,  who  twice  her  flandard  rear'd 
In  conquered  Naples  ^  and  for  art  revered, 

■ 

Galicia's  prudent  fons  j  the  fierce  Navar, 
And  he  far  dreaded  in  the  Moorifh  war. 
The  bold  Afturian  j  nor  Sevilia*s  race, 
Nor  thine,  Granada,  claim  the  £bcond  place. 
Here  too  the  heroes  who  command  the  plain 
By  Betis  water'd  s  here,  the  pride  of  Spain, 
The  brave  Caflilian  paufes  o'er  his  fword. 
His  country's  dread  deliverer  and  lord. 

•  < 

Proud  o'er  the  refl,  with  fplendid  wealth  array 'd, 
As  crown  to  this  wide  empire,  Europe'?  head. 
Fair  Lufitania  fmiles,  the  weflern  bound, 
Whofe  yerdant  breafl  the  rolling  waves  furround, 
Where  gentle  evening  pours  her  lambent  ray, 
The  lafl  pale  gleaming  of  departing  day  5 


*  HercolcSy  fays  the  fiibte,  to  crown  hia  benefit  of  commerce  ;  on  which   the  ocean 

labours,  feparated  the  two  mountains  Calpe  rufhed  in,  and  formed  the  Mediterranean, 

and  Abyky  the  one  now  in  Spain,  the  other  the  Egean,  and  Euxin  &^* 
in  Africa,  in  order  to  op^  a  canal  for  the 

This, 
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This,  this,  O  mighty  King,  the  facred  earth. 
This  the  loved  parent-foil  that  gave  me  birth. 
And  oh,  would  bounteous  heaven  my  prayer  regard, 
And  fair  fuccefs  my  perilous  toils  reward. 
May  that  dear  lan^  my  lateft  breath  receive. 
And  give  my  weary  bones  a  peaceful  grave. 

Sublime  the  honours  of  my  native  land, 
And  high  in  heaven's  regard  her  heroes  ftand  y 
By  heaven's  decree  'twas  theirs  the  firft  to  quell 
The  Moorifh  tyrants,  and  from  Spain  expel ; 
Nor  could  their  burning  wilds  conceal  their  flight, 
Their  burning  wilds  confeft  the  Lufian  might. 
From  Lufus  famed,  whofe  honour'd  name  we  bear, 
(The  fon  of  Bacchua  or  the  bold  compeer,) 
The  glorious  name  of  Lufitania  rofe, 
A  name  tremendous  to  the  Roman  foes. 
When  her  bold  troops  the  valiant  Ihepherd  led, 
And  foul  with  rout  the  Roman  eagles  fled ;, 
When  haughty  Rome  atchiev'd  the  treacherous  blow, 
That  own'd  her  terror  of  the  matchlefs  foe  '. 
But  when  no  more  her  Viriatus  fought, 
Age  after  age  her  deeper  thraldom  brought ; 
Her  broken  fons  by  ruthlefs  tyrants  fpurn'd, 
Her  vineyards  languifh'd,  and  her  paibires  mourn'd  $ 

'  The  aiTafliDation  of  Viiiatus.    See  the  note  on  Book  I.  p.  13. 

Till 
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Till  time  revolving  raifed  her  drooping  heid/ 

And  o*er  the  wondering  world  her  conqiiefts  fprcad. 

Thus  rofe  her  power  :  the  lands  of  lordly  Spain 

Were  now  the  brave  Alonzo's  wide  domain  \ 

Great  were  his  hpnours  in  the  bloody  fight;^ 

And  Fame  proclaimed  him  champion  of  the  right. 

And  oft  the  groaning  Saracen's  proud  creft 

And  (hatter'd  mail  his  awful  force  confeft. 

From  Calpe's  fummits  to  the  Cafpian  Ihore 

Loud-tongued  Renown  his  godlike  aftion^  bofe. 

And  many  a  chief  from  diftant  regions  ^  came 

To  ftiare  the  laurels  of  Alonzo's  fame ; 

Yet  more  for  holy  faith's  unfpotted  caufe 

Their  fpears  they  wielded,  than  for  Fame's  applaufe. 

Great  were  the  deeds  their  thundering  arms  difplay'd. 

And  ftill  their  foremoft  fwords  the  battle  fway'd. 

s  Don  Alonzo,  king  of  Spain,  appre<«  aniL  became  more  rich  and  populous  than 
henfive  of  the  fnpeKor  number  ot  the  before.  The  two  fravjndts  of  £niro  Minibo 
Moo/s,  with  whom  he  was  at  war,  de~  e  bouro^' said  Fraioj  Montes^  were  fuhdvied, 
manded  afiiilance  from  Philip  E  of  France,  with  that  part  of  Beira  which  wa$  held  by 
and  of  the  duke  of  Burgundy.  According  the  Moorilh  king  of  Lamege^  whom  He 
to  the  military  fpirit  of  me  nobility  of  that  conftrained  to  pav  tribute.  Many  thoufands 
age,  no  fooner  was  his  defire  known  than  of  Chriftians,  who  had  either  Hved  in  mi- 
numerous  bodies  of  troops  thronged  to  his  ierable  Ribjedion  to  the  Moors,  or  in  de- 
ftandard.  Theie,  in  the  coorfe  of  a  few  folate  independency  in  the  mountains,  took 
years,  having  (hewn  iignal  proofs  of  their  (belter  under  the  prote£lioh  of  Count  Henry, 
courage,  the  king  difldngniihed  the  leaders  Great  multitudes  of  the  Moors  aHb  chofe 
with  dilFerent  marks  of  his  regard.  To  .  rather  to  Aibmit  and  remain  in  their  native 
YitaxYf  a  younjgo'  fon  of  the  duke  of  Bur-  country  under  a  mild  government,  than  be 
gundy  he  gave  ht«  daughter  Terefa  in  mar-  expofed  to  the  feverities  and  the  continual 
Tiage,  with  the  fovertignty  of  the  covntrlet  feuds  and  feditions  of  their  own  gcjvemoi^. 
to  the  fouth  of  Galicia,  commiiEoning  him  Thefe  advantages,  added  to  the  great  ferti- 
to  enlarge  his  boundaries  by  the  expulfton  of  lity  of  the  foil  of  Henry *s  dominions^  will 
Ihe  infi&ls.  Under  the  government  of  this  account  for  the  numerous  armies  and  the 
great  man,  who  reigned  by  the  title  of  frequent  wars  of  the  -firft  fovereigns  of  For- 
Count,  his  dominion  was  grtatly  enlarged,   •    tugal. 

And 
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And  now  to  honoqr  with  diftingniih'd  meed 
Each  hero's  worth  the  generous  king  decreed. 
The  firft  and  braveft  of  the  foreign  bands 
Hungarians  younger  fon  brave  Henry  *  ftands. 
To  him  are  given  the  fields  where,  Tagus  flow&» 
And  the  glad  King  his  daughter's  hand  beftows ; 
The  fair  Terefa  fhines  his  blooming  bride, 

■  « 

And  owns  her  father's  love,  and  Henry's  pride* 
With  her,  befides,  the  fire  confirms  in  dower 

V 

Whatever  his  'fword  might  refcue  from  the  Moor  ; 
Aftd  foon  on  Hagar's  rape  the  hero  pours 
His  warlike  fury — foon  the  vanquilh'd  Moors 
To  him  far  round  the  neighbouring  lands  refign. 
And  heaven  rewards  him  with  a  glorious  line* 
To  him  is  born,  heaven's  gift,  a  gallant  fon. 
The  glorious  founder  of  the  Lufian  throne. 


^  Camoens,  in  making  the  foander  of 
the  Portuguefe  monarchy  a  younger  fon  of 
the  king  of  Hanffary,  has  followed  the  old 
chronologic  Gai*van.  The  Spanifh  and 
Portuguefe  hiflorians  differ  widely  in  their 
accounts  of  the  parentage  of  thi3  gallant 
flranger.  Some  bring  him  from  Confkvin- 
tinople,  and  others  mm  the  houfe  of  Lor- 
rain.  But  the  cleared  and  moft  probable 
account  of  him  is  in  the  chronicle  of  fleuiy^ 
wherein  is  preferved  a  fragment  of  French 
hiflofyy  written  by  a  Benedifline  monk  in 
die  beginning  of  the  twelfth  century,  and 
in  the  time  of  Count  Henry.  By  this  it' 
appears,  that  he  was  a  younger  fon  of 
Henry  die  only  fon  of  Robert  the  firft  duke 
of  Burgundy,  who  was  a  younger  brother 
of  Henry  I.  of  France.  Fanfhaw  having 
an  eye  to  this  hillory,  has  taken  the  tm- 
warrantable  liberty  to  alter  the  faft  aa 
NBientioned  by  his  author. 


Jmongfl  theft  Henry ^  faith  the  hijfory^ 

ji  younger  fon  of  France^  and  a  hrave  prince^ 

Had  PortUi,al  in  lot. 

And  the  fame  king  did  his  o*wn  daughter  tie 

To  him  in  lAfcdlock,  to  infer  from  thence^ 

Hi i  firmer  love. 

Nor  are  hiftorians  agreed  on  the  birth  of 
Donna  Terefa,  the  fpoufe  of  Count  Henry. 
Brandam,  and  other  Portuguefe  hiflorians^ 
are  at  great  pains  to  prove  fhe  was  the  le* 
gitimate  daughter  of  Alonzo  and  the  beau- 
tiful Xim.ua  dt  Guzman,  But  it  appears 
from  the  more  authentic  chronicle  of  Fleury, 
that  Ximena  was  only  his  concubine.  Axul 
it  is  evident  from  all  the  hiflorians,  that 
Donna  Vrraca^  the  heirc fs  of  her  father's 
kingdom,  was  younger  than  hei  half-fifler, 
the  wife  of  Count  Ilenry. 


Nor 
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Nor  Spain's  wide  lands  alone  his  deeds  atteiV, 
Delivered  Judah  Henry's  might  *  confeft. 
On  Jordan's  bank  the  vi<5tor-hero  ftrode, 
Whofe  hallowed  waters  bathed  the  Saviour-God ; 
And  Salem's  gate  her  open  folds  difplay'd, 
When  Godfrey  conquer'd  by  the  hero's  aid. 
But  now  no  more  in  tented  fields  oppofed, 
By  Tagus'  ftream  his  honoured  age  he  clofed  • 
Tet  ftill  his  dauntkfs  worth,  his  virtue  lived, 
And  all  the  father  in  the  fon  furvived. 
And  foon  his  worth  was  proved,  the  parent  dame 
Avow'd  a  fecond  hymeneal  flame  ^. 
The  low-born  fpoufe  aflumes  the  monarch's  place. 
And  from  the  throne  expels  the  orphan  race. 
But  young  Alphonfo,  like  his  fires  of  yore, 
(His  grandfire's  virtues  as  his  name  he  bore) . 


*  Deii<uer^jyudah  Henry* s  might  confefl." 
His  expeditioii  to  the  Holy  Land  is  men- 
tioned oy  fome  monkiHi  writers,  l)ut  From 
the  other  parts  of  his  hiilory  it  is  highly 
improbable.  Camoens  however  fhews  his 
judgment  in  adopting  every  traditionary 
circumftance  that  might  give  an  air  of  fo- 
lemnity  to  his  poem. 

^  Don  Alonzo  Enriquez,  Ton  of  Count 
Henry,  was  only  entered  into  his  third  year 
when  his  father  died.  His  mother  afliimed 
the  reins  of  government,  and  appointed  Don 
Fernando  Perez,  de  Traba  to  be  her  minifter. 
When  the  young  prince  was  in  his  eigh- 
teenth year,  fome  of  the  nobility,  who 
either  envied  the  powtr  of  Don  i^erez^  or 
were  really  offended  with  the  reports  that 


were  fpread  of  his  familiarity    with  the 

Erince's  mother,  of  his  intention  to  marry 
er,  and  to  exclude  the  lawful  heir,  eafily 
perfuaded  the  young  Count  to  take  arms, 
and  afTume  the  fovereignty.  A  battle  cn- 
fued»  in  which  the  prince  was  vidlorious.  Te- 
refa  it  is  faid,  retired  into  the  caille  ofLegc^ 
jio/^,  where  fht  was  taken  prifoner  by  herfpn, 
who  condemned  her  to  perpetual  imprifon- 
ment,  and  ordered  chains  to  be  put  upon 
her  legs.  That  Don  Alonzo  made  war 
againfl  his  mother,  vanquilhed  her  party,  and 
tkat  {he  diad  in  prifon  about  two  years  after, 
A.  D.  II 30,  are  certain.  But  the  caufe  of 
the  war,  that  his  mother  was  married  to,  or 
intended  to  marry  Don  PereTi^  and  diat 
(he  was  put  in  chains,  are  uncertain. 


Arms 
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Arms  for  the  fight,  his  ravifh*d  throne  to  win. 
And  the  laced  helmet  grafps  his  beardlefs  chin. 
Her  fierceft  firebrands  Civil  Difcord  waved. 
Before  her  troops  the  luftful  mother  raved ; 
Loft  to,  maternal  love,  and  loft  to  ^ftiame, 
Unawed  (he  faw  heaven's  awful  vengeance  flame  j 
The  brother's  fword  the  brother's  bofom  tore. 
And  fad  Guimaria's  meadows  blufh'd  with  gore  % 
With  Lufian  gore  the  Peafant's  cot  was  ftain'd. 
And  kindred  blood  the  facred  flirine  profaned. 


Here,  cruel  Progne,  here,  O  Jafon  s  wife^ 
Yet  reeking  with  your  childrens'  purple  life. 
Here  glut  your  eyes  with  deeper  guilt  than  yours  ; 
Here  fiercer  rage  her  fiercer  rancour  pours. 
Your  crime  was  vengeance  on  the  faithlefs  fires. 
But  here  ambition  with  foul  luft  confpires. 
Twas  rage  of  love,  O  Scylla,  urged  the  knife  • 
That  robb'd  thy  father  of  his  fated  life  j 
Here  grofiTer  rage  the  mother's  breaft  inflames. 
And  at  her  guiltlefs  fon  the  vengeance  aims. 
But  aims  in  vain ;  her  flaughter  d  forces  yield. 
And  the  brave  youth  rides  Vidlor  o'er  the  field. 

s  The  Scylla  hen  alluded  to  was,  accord-  the  fatal  lock  while  her  father  flept.  Minos 

ine  to  fable,  the  daughter  of  Nifos  king  of  -  on  this  was  vidorioas,  bat  rejeded  the  love 

h^gara,  who  had  a  purple  lock»  in  which  of  the  nnnatnral  danghter,  who  in  defpair 

lay  the  fate  of  his  kingdom.  Minos  of  Crete  flnng  herfelf  from  a  rock«  and  in  the  fall 

faiade  war  againft  him,  for  whom  Scylla  con-  was  changed  into  a  lark. 
cdvtd  fo  violent  a  paffion,  that  ihe  cut  off 

O  No 
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No  mof e  his  fubjefts  lift  the  thirfty  fword. 

And  the  glad  realm  proclaims  the  youthful  Lord. 

But  ah,  how  wild  the  nobleft  tempera  ran  I 

His  filial  duty  now  forfakes  the  fon ; 

Secluded  from  the  day,  in  clanking  chains 

His  rage  the  parents  aged  limbs  conftrains. 

Heaven  frown'd — Dark  vengeance  lowring  on  his  farows^ 

And  fheath'd  in  brals  the  proud  Caftilian  roie» 

Refolved  the  rigour  to  his  daughter  fhewn. 

The  battle  fhould  avenge,  and  blood  atone. 

A  nuilierous  hoft  againft  the  prince  he  fped. 

The  valiant  prince  his  little  army  led : 

Dire  was  the  fhock  j  the  whizzing  javelins  fung. 

The  Hauberks  rattled,  and  the  bucklers  rung. 

Yet  though  aiound  the  Stripling's  facred  head 

By  angel  hands  etherial  fhields  were  fpread  i 

Though  glorious  triumph  on  his  valour  fmiled. 

Soon  on  his  van  the  baffled  foe  recoil'd  : 

With  bands  more  numerous  to  the  field  he  came. 

His  proud  heart  burning  with  the  rage  of  fliame. 

And  now  in  turn  Guimaria's  lofty  wall> 

That  faw  his  triumph,  faw  the  hero  fall; 

Within  the  town  immured,  diftreft  he  lay. 

To  ftern  Caftilia's  fword  a  certain  prey. 

When  now  the  guardian-of  his  infant  years. 

The  valiant  Egas,  as  a  god  appears ; 

To 
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To  proud  Caftecl  the  fuppliant  noWc  bows. 
And  faithful  homage  for  his  prince  he  vows. 
The  proud  Cafteel  accepts  his  honoured  faith, 
And  peace  fucceeds  the  dreadful  fcenes  of  death. 
Yet  well,  alas,  the  generous  Egas  knew 
His  high-foul'd  Prince  to  man  would  never  fue  : 
Would  never  ftoop  to  brook  the  fcrvile  ftain. 
To  hold  a  borrowed,  a  dependent  reign. 
And  now  with  gloomy  afpe6l  rofe  the  day, 
Decreed  the  plighted  fervile  rites  to  pay  ; 
When  Egas  to  redeem  his  faith's  difgrace 
Devotes  himfelf,  his  fpoufe,  and  infant  race. 
In  gowns  of  white,  as  fentenced  felons  clad. 
When  to  the  ftake  the  ions  of  guilt  aire  led. 
With  feet  unfhod  they  flowly  moved  along. 
And  from  their  necks  the  knotted  halters  hung. 
And  now,  O  King,  the  kneeling  Egas  cries,. 
Behold  my  perjured  honour's  facrifice : 
If  fuch  mean  vi6lims  can  atone  thine  ire. 
Here  let  my  wife,  my  babes,  myfelf  expire. 
If  generous  bofoms  fuch  revenge  can  take. 
Here  let  them  perifh  for  the  father's  fake : 
The  guilty  tongue,  the  guilty  hands  are  thefe^ 
Nor  let  a  common  death  thy  wrath  appeafe ; 
For  us  let  all  the  fage  of  torture  burn. 
But  to  my  Prince,  thy  fon,  in  friepdfliip  turn. 

O  2  He 
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He  Ipoke,  and  bow'd  his  proftrate  body  low, 
As  one  who  waits  the  lifted  fabre's  blow ; 
When  o'er  the  block  his  languid  arms  are  fpread. 
And  death,  foretafted,  whelms  the  heart  with  dread : 
So  great  a  Leader  thus  in  humbled  ftate, 
So  firm  his  loyalty,  his  zeal  fo  great, 
The  brave  Alonzo's  kindled  ire  fubdued, 
And  loft  in  filent  joy  the  Monarch  ftood ; 
Xhe^^  gave  the  hand,  and  iheath'd  the  hoftile  fword. 
And  to  fuch  honour  honoured  peace  ■  reftored. 

Oh  Lufian  faith  !  oh  zeal  beyond  compare  I 
What  greater  danger  could  the  Perfian  dare, 
Whofe  prince  in  tears,  to  view  his  mangled  woe, 
Forgot  the  joy  for  Babylon's  *"  overthrow. 
And  now  the  youthful  hero  fliines  in  arms. 
The  banks  of  Tagus  eccho  war's  alarms : 
O'er  Ourique's  wide  campaign  his  enfigns  wave^ 
And  the  proud  Saracen  to  combat  brave. 
Though  prudence  might  arraign  his  fiery  rage 
That  dared  with  oae,  each  hundred  fpears  engage, 

*  The  UnivcrTal  HiAorians  having  related  ^    of  his  Lords,  named  Zop/mi,  having  cut 
this  ilory  of  £gas,  add,  *'  All  this  is  very  off  his  nofe  and  ears,  penoaded  the  eaemy 

J>Iearant  and  entertaining*  bat  we  fee  no  that  he  had  received  theie  indignities  From 

uificient  reafon  to  affirm  that  there  is  one  the  cruelty  of  his  mafier.    Being  apoointed 

iyllable  of  it  true."  to  a  chief  commanct  in  Babylon,  he  oetray- 

*  When  Darius  laid  feige  to  Babylon » one  ed  the  dty  to  Darius.  .  Vid.  Juftitt* 
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In  heaven's  protefting  care  his  courage  lies. 
And  heaven  his^  friend  fuperior  force  fupplies. 
Five  Mooriih  Kings  againft  him  march  along, 
Ifinar  the  nobleft  of  the  armed  throng ; 
Yet  each  brave  Monarch  claimed  the  Soldier's  name. 
And  far  o*er  many  a  land  was  known  to  fame. 
In  all  the  beauteous  glow  of  blooming  "*  years, 
Befide  each. King  a  warrior  Nymph  appears  -, 
Each  with  her  fword  her  valiant  Lover  guards. 
With  fmiles  infpires  him,  and  with  fmiles  rewards. 
Such  was  the  valour  of  the  beauteous  **  Maid, 
Whofe  warlike  arm  proud  Ilion's  fate  delay'd. 
Such  in  the  field  the  virgin  warriors  (hone. 
Who  drank  the  limpid  wave  of  '  Thermodon^ 

*Twas  morn's  ftill  hour,  before  the  dawning  grey 
The  ftars'  bright  twinkling  radiance  died  away  $ 
When  lo,  rcfplendent  in  the  heaven  ferene. 
High  o*er  the  Prince  the  facred  Crofs  was  fecn  j 
The  godlike  Prince  with  faith's  warm  glow  inflamed. 
Oh,  not  to  me,  my  bounteous  God,  exclaim'd  I 

*  The  Spaniih  and  Poflqgiiefe  hiftoriet  ^j^hs  Thrtui^  tumfiumlna  Tbermoduntis 

aftrd  fevenl  inilances  of  the  Mcx>ri(h  Chiefs  Fmlfant^  tt  flais  Muiutmr  Amaxones  armis  i 

being  attended  in  the  field  of  battle  by  their  Seu  drtum  Hipp^ljun^  fiu  cum  ft  Martia 
Biiilreflesy  and  of  the  romantic  gallantry  an^  tmrru 

Amazonian  oonrage  of  thefe  ladies.  PtnthtfiUa  refert:    magnc^ue  ululante    tU' 

P  Pettthefilea.  Queen  of  the  Amazons,  wuJtu 

Who,  after  having  fignalized  her  valour  ac  Faminta  txmUant  luflatit  agmtM  ptlth. 
die  feige  of  Troy»  wai  killed  by  Achilles. 

4  Thennodony  a  river  of  Scythia  in  the  Viae.  En.  IX.  || 

«imn(iy  of  the  Amaaoni. 
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Oh,  not  to  me,  who  well  thy  grandeur  know. 
But  to  the  Pagan  herd  thy  wonders  (hew. 

The  Lufian  hoft,  enraptured,  marked  the  lign 
That  witnefs'd  to  their  Chief  the  aid  divine : 
Right  on  the  foe  they  fhake  the  beamy  lance. 

And  with  firm  ftrides,  and  heaving  breafts,  advance ; 
Then  burft  the  filence.  Hail,  O  King,  they  cry ; 
Our  King,  our  King,  the  ecchoing  dales  reply  ; 
Fired  at  the  found,  with  fiercer  ardour  glows 
The  heaven-made  Monarch ;  on  the  warelefs  foes 
Rufhing,  he  fpeeds  his  ardent  bands  along : 
So  when  the  chace  excites  the  ruftic  throng, 
Roufed  to  fierce  madnefs  by  their  mingled  cries 
On  the  wild  bull  the  red-eyed  maftiff  flies. 
The  ftern-brow^d  tyrant  trufls  his  potent  horns^ 
Around  and  round  the  nimble  maftiff  turns  ; 
Now  by  the  neck,  now  by  the  gory  fides 
He  hangs,  and  all  his  bellowing  rage  derides : 
In  vain  his'  eye-balls  bum  with  living  fire. 
In  vain  his  noftrils  clouds  of  fmoke  refpire. 
His  gorge  torn  out,  down  falls  the  furious  prize 
With  **  hollow  thundering  found,  and  raging  dies : 

•  It  may,  perhaps,  be  agreeable  to  the  Reader,  to  fee  die  defrnption  of  a  Bull-fight,  aa 
Aanaged  by  Homer. 

jff  wben  a  Uon^  ruling  Jrem  bis  den^ 
Ami  J  ft  tbt  plain  of  fonu  fwide^njiHUif^d  fin^ 
{H^beri  numerous  oxem^  as  at  tt^t  tbty  fHd% 
At  iargt  expatiate  o*ir  tbe  ranker  mead  \) 
Leaps  en  tbe  berds  before  tbe  berdfman^s  eyes ; 

7 be  trembling  berdfmanfar  to  diftancefCies  • 

S9mi 
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Thus  on  the  Moors  the  hero  ru(h'd  along, 

Th'  aAonifli'd  Moors  m  wild  confufion  throng ; 

They  fnatch  their  arms,  the  hafty  trumpet  founds,    ^ 

With  horrid  yell  the  dread  alarm  rebounds ; 

The  warlike  tumult  maddens  o'er  the  plain. 

As  when  the  flame  devours  the  bearded  grain : 

The  nightly  flames  the  whiftling  winds  infpire. 

Fierce  through  the  braky  thicket  pours  the  fire : 

Rous'd  by  the  crackling  of  the  mounting  blaze 

From  fleep  the  fhepherds  ftart  in  wild  amaze ; 

They  fnatch  their  cloaths  with  many  a  woeful  cry. 

And  fcattcr'd  devious  to  the  mountains  fly : 

Such  fudden  dread  the  trembling  Moors  alarms. 

And  thus  confufed  they  fnatch  the  neareft  arms } 

Yet  flight  they  fcom,  and  eager  to  engage 

They  fpur  their  foamy  fteeds,  and  truft  their  furious  rage : 

Amidft  the  horror  of  the  headlong  fliock, 

With  foot  unfliaken  as  the  living  rock 

The  Lufian  hero  ftands ;  the  purple  wounds 

Gufli  ho*ible,  deep  groaning  rage  rcfounds* 

Keeking  behind  the  Moorifh  backs  appear 

The  fhining  point  of  many  a  Luiian  fpear  3 


Sim  lorMy  Ml  (thi  rejt  difytn'i  and  fid) 

HtfitgUs  ouf,  arrifisf  and  lays  him  dead, 

l^busfrm  the  ragi  of  Jo^e-like  HeSorflevi 

Att  Greece  in  heaps ;  hut  one  hefet^d^  andjk^  \ 

lijcimoM  Perifhas^*  •  Pofi.  Ii.  XY- . 

The 
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The  mailcoats,  hauberks,  and  the  hamefs  fteel'd, 
Bruis'd,  hackt,  and  torn,  lie  fcatter*d  o'er  the  field ; 
Beneath  the  Lufian  fweepy  force  overthrown, 
Crufli'd  by  their  batter'd  mails  the  wounded  groan ; 
Burning  with  thirft  they  draw  their  panting  breath, 
And  curfe  their  Prophet  as  they  writhe  in  death. 
Arms  fevet'd  from  the  trunks  ftill  grafp  the  '  ftcel. 
Heads  gafping  rowl ;  the  fighting  fquadrons  reel ; 
Fainty  and  weak  with  languid  arms  they  clofe, 
And  ftaggering  grapple  with  the  ftaggering  foes. 
So  when  an  oak  falls  headlong  on  the  lake. 
The  troubled  waters  flowly  fettling  (hake  : 


'  There  is  a  paflkge  in  Xenophon,  upon 
which  perhaps  Camoens  had  his  eye.    Svi« 

^f  f^ll{lv  .11  ^^X*!*  ^f»fi'  ihltf  Tii»  fM»  yiiv 
mftMii  mifv^tnwt  &c.  **  When  the  battle 
was  over  one  might  behold,  through  the 
whoJQ  extent  of  ue  field»  the  ground  pur* 
pled  with  blood,  the  bodies  of  friends  and 
enemies  ftretched  over  each  other,  the 
fhields  pierced,  the  (pears  broken,  and  the 
drawn  twords,  ibme  (cattersd  on  the  earth, 
ibme  plunged  in  the  boibms  of  die  flain, 
.and  fome  yet  grafped  in  the  hands  of  the 
•dead  ibldiers.** 

As  lit  was  neceflary  in  the  preface  to  give 
a  character  of  the  French 'tranfladon  of  the 
Lufiad,  fome  fupport  of  that  charafter  is 
neceflary  in  the  notes.  To  point  out  every 
inllance  of  the  unpoetical  tane  of  Caftera, 
were  to  give  hu  paraphrafe  of  every  fine 
paflkge  in  Camoens.  .  His  management  of 
diis  battle  will  give  an  idea  of  his  manner, 
it  is  therefore  traufcribed.  **  Le  Portugais 
hiurtt  impttutjemint  les  foUats  iPlfmAr^  Us 
rtirvirft  et  leur  9u*vre  le/eia  a  coups  de  iasta  ; 
9H/e  rencontre f  onfe  cheque  a^vtc  uuefureur 
mui  ehranlereit  le  J'oMWUi  de  montagnes*  La 
terrt  tremhU  fius  les  pas  des  courJUrsfou* 
gueux  i  VimpitoyahU  Enuf^s  'uoit  des  hie/- 


fmres  enormes  et  de  *  coups  dignes  d^elks :  Us 
guerriers  de  Lu/us  bri/eutt  coupemtf^  taiUestt^ 
enfoncent  plafirons^  armures^  ioucliers^  cut* 
raffes  et  turbans ;  la  Parque  etend  fes  aiUs 
affreufesfur  Us  Mauritatns^  Pun  expire  en 
mordant  la  pouffierOi  P  autre  implore  Ufecours 
defon  prophet e ;  tetes  jambes  et  bras  voUm 
et  bondiffent  de  toutes  parts^  Pail  sCapper^ 
foit  fue  'vifages  converts  sPune  paUnr  livide, 
one  corps  dec  hires  et  qu*entrailUs  palpitasttesJ'* 
Had  Caftera  {eriouily  intended  to  bnrle(qoe 
his  Author  he  could  fcarcely  have  better  fuc- 
ceeded.  As  tranfladon  cannot  convey  a  per* 
fed  idea  of  an  author's  manner,  it  b  there^ 
fore  not  attempted.  The  atBicb  was  with 
fucbfury  that  it  jbook  the  tops  of  the  moun^ 
tains :  Thb  bombafl,  and  the  wretched  an- 
ticline ending  with  turbans,  are  not  in  the 
original ;  from  which  indeed  the  whole  it 
extremely  wide.  Had  he  added  an^  poeti« 
cal  imaee,  any  flower  to  the  embroide^  of 
his  Au£or,  the  increafe  of  the  richne»  of 
the  tifliie  would  have  rendered  his  work  mote 
pleafing.  It  was  therefore  his  intereft  to  do 
lb.  But  it  was  not  in  the  feelings  of  Caflera 
to  tranflate  the  Lufiad  with  the  Ipirit  of  Ca- 


moens. 
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So  faints  the  languid  combat  on  the  plain, 

And  fettling  ftaggers  o'er  the  heaps  of  flain. 

Again  the  Lufian  fury  wakes  its  fires. 

The  terror  of  the  Moors  new  ftrength  infpircs : 

The  fcatter'd  few  in  wild  confiifion  fly. 

And  total  rout  refounds  the  yelling  cry. 

Defiled  with  one  wide  (heet  of  reeking  gore, 

The  verdure  of  the  lawn  appears  no  more : 

In  bubbling  ftreams  the  lazy  currents  run, 

And  fhoot  red  flames  beneath  the  evening  fun. 

With  fpoils  enrich'd,  with  glorious  trophies  '  crown'd 

The  heaven-made  Sovereign  on  the  battle  ground 


'  This  memorable  battle  was  bought  in 
the  plains  of  Ourique^  in  1 139.  Tnc  en- 
gagement lafled  fix  hoars ;  the  Moors  were 
tomlly  routed  with  incredible  (laughter.  On 
the  field  of  battle  Ahmzo  was  proclaimed 
king  of  Portugal.  The  Portuguefe  writers 
have  given  many  fabulous  accounts  of  this 
TiOtoty,  Some  afiirm,  that  the  Moorifh 
army  amounted  to  380,0009  others,  480,000, 
and  others  fwell  it  to  600,000,  whereas  Don 
Alonzo'sdid  not  exceed  13,000.  Miracles 
muft  alfo  be  added.  Alonzo,  they  tell  us, 
being  in  great  perplexity,  fat  down  to  com- 
fort bis  mind  by  the  perufal  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures.  Having  read  the  flory  of  G/- 
JeoHt  he  funk  into  a  deep  fleep,  in  which 
ke  faw  a  very  old  man  in  a  remarkable  drefs 
come  into  his  tent,  and  afilure  him  of  vic- 
tory. His  chamberlain  coming  in,  waked 
him,  and  told  him  there  was  an  old  man 
very  importunate  to  fpeak  with  him.  Don 
Alonzo  ordered  him  to  be  brought  in,  and 
ao  iboner  faW  him  than  he  knew  him  to  be 
the  old  man  whom  he  had  feen  in  his  dream. 
This  venerable  perfon  acquainted  him,  that 
he  was  a  fiiherman,  and  had  led  a  life  of 
penance  for  fixty  years  on  an  adjacent  rock, 
where  it  had  been  revealed  to  him,  that  if 
the  Count  marched  his  army  the  next  niorn- 


Ing,  as  foon  as  he  heard  a  certain  bell  ring, 
he  (hould  receive  the  ftrongcft  affurancc  of 
victory.     Accordingly,   at  the  ringing  of 
the  bell,  the  Count  put  his  army  in  motion, 
and  fuddenly  beheld  in  the  caftcrn  (ky,  the 
figure  of  the  Crofs,  and  Chrift  upon  it,  who 
promifed  him  a  complete  vidory,  and  com- 
manded him  to  accept  the  title  of  King,  if 
it  was  ofifered  him  by  the  army.    The  lame 
writers  add,  that  as  a  (landing  memorial  of 
this  miraculous  event,  Don  Alonzo  changed 
the  arms  which  his  father  had  given,  of  a 
crofs  azure  in  a  field  argent,  for  fivz  efcut- 
cheons,  each  charged  with  ^wt  bezants,  in 
memory  of  the  wounds  of  Chrift.     Odiers 
afiTert,  that  he  gave  in  a  field  argent  five  ef- 
cutcheons  azure,  in  the.  form  of  a  Crofs, 
each  charged  widi  five  bezants  argent,  placed 
falterwife,  with  a  point  fable,  in  memory 
of  five  u'ounds  he  himfelf  received,  and  of 
five  Moorifh  kings  flain  in  the  battle.  There 
is  an  old  record,  faid  to  be  written  by  Don 
Alonzo,  in  which  the  flory  of  the  vifion  is 
related  upon  his  Majcfty's  oath.  The  Spanifti 
Critics,  however,  have  difcovercd  many  in- 
confiftencies  in  it.     They  find  the  language 
intermixed  with  phrafes  not  then  in  ufe  : 
it  bears  the  date  of  the  year  of  our  Lord, 
at  a  time  when  that  sera  had  not  been  in- 
P  troduced 
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Three  days  encampt,  to  reft  his  weary  train, 

Whofe  dauntlefs  valour  drove  the  Moors  from  Spain* 

And  now  in  honour  of  the  glorious  day, 

When  five  proud  Monarchs  fell  his  vanquifh'd  ^rcjy 

On  his  broad  buckler,  unadorned  before, 

Placed  as  a  Crofs,  five  azure  fhields  he  *  wore, 


troduced  into  Spain;  and  John,  Bifhop  of 
Coimbra,  figns  as  a  witnefs  before  John, 
Metrapolitan  of  Braja,  which  is  contrary  to 
ecckfiafUcal  rule.  Thefe  circumfUnces. 
however,  are  not  mentioned  to  prove  the 
falfehood  of  the  vifion,  but  to  vindicate  the 
charafter  of  Don  Alonzo  from  any  (hare  in 
the  oath  which  pafTes  under  his  name.  The 
truth  is,  the  Portugucfe  were  always  un- 
willing to  pay  any  homage  to  the  King  of 
Caftile.  They  adorned  the  battle  which 
gave  birth  to  their  Monarchy,  with  mira- 
c4e,  and  the  new  Sovereignty  with  a 
command  from  heaven,  circumilances  ex- 
tremely agreeable  both  to  the  military 
pride  suid  the  fuperiUtion  of  thefe  times. 
The  regal  dignity  and  conflitution  of  tHe 
Monarchy,  however,  were  not  fettled  till 
about  fix  years  after  the  battle  of  Ourique^ 
For  mankmd,  fay  the  Univerfal  Hiftorians, 
were  not  then  fo  ignorant  and  barbarous, 
as  to  fuffer  a  change  of  government  to  be 
made  without  any  farther  ceremony,  than  a 
tumultuous  huzza.  An  account  of  th^  co- 
ronation of  the  fird  king  oi  Portugal,  and 
the  principles  of  liberty  which  then  pre- 
vailed  in  that  kingdom,  are  worthy  of  our 
attention.  The  arms  of  Don  Alonzo  having 
been  attended  with  glorious  fucccefs,-  in? 
1145  he  called  an  affembly  of  the  Prelates, 
Nobility,  and  Commons,  at  Lamego,  When 
tjie  affembly  opened,  he  appeared,  feated 
on  the  throne,  but  without  any  other  marks 
of  regal  dignity.  Laurence  de  Viegas  then 
demanded  of  the  aHTembly,  whether,  accord- 
ing to  the  eledlion  on  the  field  of  battle  at 
Ottrique^  and  the  briefs  of  Pope  Eugenios 
m.  they  chufed  to  have  Don  Jlonzo  Enri- 
^ex  for  their  king  ?  To  this  they  anfwered 
<4liey  were  willing.  He  then  demanded,  if 
they  dcfired  the  Moiar:hy  fhould  be  elec- 
tive oc  h^redftary^    They  declared  their  in-. 


tention  to  be,  that  the  crown  fhould  dcC- 
cend  to  the  heirs  male  oSJlon«»^    Lauri$iot 
de  Piegas  then  afked,  "  Is  it  vour  pleafur& 
that  he  be  invefted  with  theenngns  of  Roy«^ 
alty  ?    He  was  anfwered  in  the  affirmative,, 
and  the  Archbifhop  of  Braga  placed  the 
crown  upon   his  head,   die   king  hnving^ 
his   fwom  drawn  in  his  hand.      A$  foon 
as  crowned  Alonzo  thus  addrefled  the  af^ 
fembly ;  "  BlcfTed  be  God,  who  has  al- 
ways  aflifted  me,  amd  has  enabled  me,  wit^ 
this  fword,  to  deliver  you  from  all  your  ene- 
mies.    I  fhall  ever  wear  it  for  your  defence. 
Yon  have  made  me  a.  king,  and  it  is  but 
j.uft  that  you  fhould  fhare  with  me  in  taking 
care  of  the  flate.    I  am  your  king,  and  a& 
fuch  let  us  make  laws  to  fecure  the  happi-* 
nefs  of  this   kingdom.'*      Eighteen  fliorc 
flatuteswere  then  framed  and  auented  to  by 
the  people.     Laurence  de  Viegas  at  lengths 
propofed  the  great  queftion,  Whether  it  was^ 
their  pleafure  that  the  king  fhould  go  to  Leou^ 
do  homage  and  pay  tribute  to  that  prince^, 
or  to  any  other.     Upon  which,  every  man 
drawing  his  fword,  cried  with  a  loud  voice,. 
"  We  are  free,  and  onr  king  is  free ;   wo 
owe  our  hbejrty  to  our  coul-age.     If  the  king, 
fhall  at  any  time  fabmit  to  fuch  an  a^  he 
deferves  death,  and  ihall  not  tei^  either 
over  us,   or  among  us."    The  kuig  riling; 
up,  approved  this  declaration,  and  declared^ 
that  if  any  of  his  defcendents  con&nted  to 
fuch  a  fubmiffion,  he  was  unworthy  to  fbc- 
ceed,  and  fhould  be  reputed  incapable  of 
wearing  the  grown. 

<  Fanfhaw's  tranfl^tion  of  this  is  ciirioos. 
He  is  literal  in  the  circum fiances,  but  thr 
debafements  m^ed  in  italic  are  his  ovm : 

In  thcfc  five  (hields  he  paints  the  rectmpenti 

(Os  trinta  Dinheiros ;  the  thirty  Denaiii,. ' 
fays^  Camoeus.] 

For 
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Nor  long  hi$  faulchion  in  the  fcabbard  flept, 
His  warlike  arm  inpreafing  laurels  reapt : 
From  Leyra's  walls  the  baffled  Ifmar  flies, 
And  ftrong  Arroncha  falls  his  conquered  prize  ; 
That  honoured  town,  through  whofe  Elyfian  groves 
Thy  fmooth  and  limpid  wave,  O  Tagus,  roves. 
Th*  illuftrious  Santarene  confeft  his  power, 
And  vanquifti'd  Mafra  yields  her  proudeft  tower. 
The  LunSir  mountains  faw  his  troops  difplay 
Their  marching  banners  and  their  brave  array : 
To  him  fubmits  fair  Cintra's  cold  domain, 
'The  foothing  refuge  of  the  Nayad  train. 
"When  Love's  fweet  (hares  the  pining  Nymphs  would  fhun : 
..Alas,  in  vain  from  warmer  climes  they  run : 
The  cooling  (hades  awake  the  young  de(ires, 
*And  the  cold  fountains  cheri(h  love's  foft  fires. 
^nd  thou,  famed  Li(bon,  whofe  embattled  wall 

« 

I^ofe  by  the  hand  that  wrought  proud  Ilion's  "  fall ; 


For  which  the  Lord  wat  fold,  in  variotig  ink 

Wtitiwg  bit  bifiwy^  who  dicLdifpenfe 

Saab  fatour  to  him»  mort  tbtm  heart  eoM  tbimlu 

(^ritin^  the  rememhrance  of  him,  by  whom 
l^e  was  favoured»in  various  colours.  Camoens*) 

In  every  of  the  five  he  paints  iist-penct 
So  fumt  the  thirty  hy  a  cinfta-fild  anque 


Aceounting  that  whifch  ii  the  center,  twice^ 

Of  the  five  cinquei,  which  he  doth  place  crofi-wiCi. 

"  The  tradition,  that  Lilbon  was  built  by 
Ulyflesy  and  thence  called  Olyffipolis^  is  as 
common  as,  and  of  eoual  authority  with 
that,  which  fays,  that  Brute  landed  a  co- 
lony of  Trojans  in  England,  and  gave  the 
name  of  Britannia  to  iSt  iflaiid« 
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Thou  queen  of  Cities,  whom  the  feas  obey. 
Thy  dreaded  ramparts  own'd  the  Hero's  fway. 
Far  from  the  north  a  warlike  navy  bore 

From  Elbe,  from  Rhine,  and  Albion's  mifty  ^  (hore  j 

To  refcue  Salem's  long-polluted  ftirine 

Their  force  to  great  Alonzo's  force  they  join  i 

Before  Ulyfles'  walls  the  navy  rides. 

The  joyful  Tagus  laves  their  pitchy  fides. 

Five  times  the  Moon  her  empty  horns  conceal'd^ 

Five  times  her  broad  effulgence  fhone  reveaVdj 

When,  w^rapf  in  clouds  of  duft,  her  mural  pride 

Falls  thundering, — black  the  fmoaking  breach  yawns  wide^ 

As  when  th*  imprifon'd  waters  burft  the  mounds. 

And  roar,  wide  fweeping,  o'er  the  cultured  grounds  y 

Nor  cot  nor  fold  withftand  their  furious  courfe ; 

So  headlong  rufh'd  along  the  Hero's  force. 

The  thirft  of  vengeance  the  aflailants  fires. 

The  madnefs  of  defpair  the  Moors  infpires  ; 


*  The  conqueft  of  LilBon  w^  of  the  at« 
moft  importance  to  the  infant  Monarchy. 
It  is  one  of  the  finefl  ports  in  the  world, 
and  ere  the  invention  of  cannon,  was  of 
mat  ftrength.  The  old  Moorifh  wall  was 
flanked  by  feventy-feven  towers,  was  about 
£x  mUes  in  length,  and  fourteen  in  circum- 
ference. When  befeiged  by  Don  Alonzo, 
according  to  fome,  it  was  garrifoned  by  an 
army  of  200,000  men.  This,  not  to  fay 
impoffible,  is  highly  incredible.  However, 
that  it  was  ftrong  and  well  garrifoned  is  cer- 
tain, as  alfp  that  Alonzo  owed  the  conqoeft 


of  it  to  a  fleet  of  adventurers,  who  were  go- 
ing to  the  Holy  Land, '  the  greateft  part  of 
wmch  were  Englifh.  One  Uifal  op  RJfy^t 
in  his  tour  through  Portugal,  fays,  that 
Alonzo  gave  them  Almadat  on  the  fide  of 
the  Tagua  oppofite  to*  Lifbon,  and  that 
Filla  Franca  was  peopled  by  them,  which 
they  called  Comualla^  either  in  honour  of 
their  native  country,  or  from  the  rich  mea- 
dows in  its  neighbourhood,  where  immenfe 
herds  of  cattle  are  kept,  as  in  the  En^liAi 
Cornwall. 
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Each  lane,  each  ftreet  refounds  the  confiift^s  roar, 
And  every  threfhold  reeks  with  tepid  gore. 


Thus  fell  the  City,  whofe  unconquer'd  *  towers 
Defy'd  of  old  the  banded  Gothic  powers ; 
Whofe  harden'd  nerves  in  rigorous  climates  train'd 
The  favage  courage  of  their  fouls  fuftain'd : 

Before  whofe  fword  the  fons  of  Ebro  fled, 

♦ 

And  Tagus  trembled  in  his  oozy  bed ; 

Aw'd  by  whofe  arms  the  lawns  of  Betis  ftiore 

The  name  Vandalia  from  the  Vandals  bore. 

When  Lifbon's  towers  before  the  Lufian  fell. 
What  fort,  what  rampart  might  his  arms  repell ! 
Eftremadura's  region  owns  him  Lord, 
And  Torres-vedras  bends  beneath  his.  fword  5 
Obidos  humbles,  and  Alamquer  yields, 
Alamquer  famous  for  her  verdant  fields, 
Whofe  murmuring  rivulets  cheer  the  traveller's  way. 
As  the  chill  waters  o'er  the  pebbles  ftray. 
Elva  the  green,  and  Moura's  fertile  dales, 
Fair  Serpa's  tillage  and  Alcazar's  vales 
Not  for  himfelf  the  Moorifh  peafant  fows  j 
For  Lufian  hands  the  yellow  harveft  glows : 

»  Unc,nqui?J  /*<«««-This  affertion  of       was  by  treachery  that  Herimeneric,  th« 
Camoens  «  n.t  without  foundation,  for  it       Goth,  got  poffeffion  of  LiftOB. 

And 
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And  you,  fair  lawns,  beyond  the  Tagus*  wave. 
Your  golden  burdens  for  Alonzo  iave ; 
Soon  fhall  his  thundering  might  your  wealth  reclaim, 
And  your  glad  valleys  hail  their  monarch's  name. 

Nor  fleep  his  captains  while  the  fovereign  wars  ; 
The  brave  Giraldo's  fword  in  conqueft  fhares, 
Evora's  frowning  walls,  the  caftled  hold 
Of  that  proud  Roman  chief,  and  rebel  bold, 
Sertorius  dread,  whofe  labours  ftill  *  remain ; 
Two  hundred  arches,  ftretch'd  in  length,  fuftain 
The  marble  duft,  where,  gliftening  to  the  fun. 
Of  filver  hue  the  fhining  waters  run, 
Evora's  frowning  walls  now  fhake  with  fear. 
And  yield  obedient  to  Giraldo's  fpear. 

Nor  refts  the  monarch  while  his  fervants  toil, 

< 

Around  him  ftill  increafing  trophies  fmile. 

And  deathlefs  fame  repays  the  haplefs  fate 

That  gives  to  human  life  fo  fhort  a  date. 

Proud  Beja's  caftled  walls  his  fury  ftorms. 

And  one  red  flaughter  every  lane  deforms. 

The  ghofts,  whofe  mangled  limbs,  yet  fcarcely  cold, 

Heapt  fad  Trancofo's  ftreets  in  carnage  roll'd, 

Appeafed,  the  vengeance  of  their  fla^jghter  fee. 

And  hail  th'  indignant  king's  feverc  decree, 

*  The  aqaedu£l  of  Sertorius,  here^men-       andqaitv.     It  was  repaired  by  J«kn  HI.  {of 
doned,  is  one  of  die  grandeft  remains  of       Fortugsu,  aboat  A.D.  IS40« 

Palmela 
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Palmela  trembles  on  her  mountain's  height^ 
And  fea-laved  Zambra  owns  the  hero's  might. 
Nor  thefe  alone  confeft  his  happy  ftar. 
Their  fated  doom  produced  a  noble  war, 
Badaja's  king,  an  haughty  Moor,  beheld 
His  towns  befieged,  and  hafted  to  the  field. 
Four  thoufand  courfers  in  his  army  neigh'd, 
Unnumber'd  fpcars  his  infantry  difplay'd ; 
Proudly  they  march'd,  and  glorious  to  behold. 
In  filver  belts  they  fhone,  and  plates  of  gold. 
Along  a  mountain's  fide  fecurc  they  trod. 
Steep  on  each  hand>  and  rugged  was  the  road  s 
When  as  a  bull,  whofe  luftful  veins  betray 

The  mad'ning  tumult  of  infpif ing  May ; 

« 

If,  when  his  rage  with  fierceft  ardour  glows. 

When  in  the  fhade  the  fragrant  heifer  lows. 

If  then  perchance  his  jealous^  burning  eye 

Behold  a  carelefs  traveller  wander  by, 

With  dreadful  bellowing  on  the  wretch  he  fHes,^ 

The  wretch  defencelefs  torn  and  trampled  dies. 

So  rufh'd  Alonzo  on  the  gaudy  train, 

And  pour'd  viftorious  o'er  the  mangled  flain ; 

The  royal  Moor  precipitates  in  flight. 

The  mountain  ecchoes  with  the  wild  affright 

Of  flying  fquadrons,  down  their  arms  they  throw, 

And  dafh  from  rock  to  rock  to  fhun  the  foe. 
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The  foe !  what  wonders  may  not  vhtue  dare  ! 

But  fixty  horfemen  waged  the  conquering  *  war. 

The  warlike  monarch  ftill  his  toil  renews. 

New  conqueft  ftill  each  viftory  purfues. 

To  him  Badaja's  lofty  gates  jexpand. 

And  the  wide  region  owns  his  dread  command. 

When  now  enraged  proud  Leon's  king  beheld 

Thofe  walls  fubdued  which  faw  his  troops  expelFd  ; 

Enraged  he  faw  them  awn  the  vidlor's  fway. 

And  hems  them  round  with  battalous  array. 

With  generous  ire  the  brave  Alonzo  glow5. 

By  heaven  unguarded,  on  the  numerous  foes 

He  rufhes,  glorying  in  his  wonted  force, 

And  fpurs  with  headlong  rage  his  furious  horfe ; 

The  combat  burns,  the  fiiorting  courfer  bounds. 

And  paws  impetuous  by  the  iron  mounds  : 

O'er  gafping  foes  and  founding  bucklers  trod 

The  raging  fteed,  and  headlong  as  he  rode 

Dafh'd  the  fierce  monarch  on  a  rampire  bar 

Low  groveling  in  the  duft,  the  pride  of  war. 

The  great  Alonzo  lies.     The  captive's  fate 

Succeeds,  alas,  the  pomp  of  regal  ftate. 

"  Let  iron  dafh  his  limbs,"  his  mother  cried, 

"  And  fteel  revenge  my  chains ;"  fhe  fpoke,  and  died ; 


The  hiftoiy  of  this  battle  wants  authenticity. 
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And  heaven  aiTented  —  Now  the  hour-  was  come. 
And  the  dire  curfe  was  fallen  A^onzo's  ^  doom. 


I  ' 


No  more,  O  Pompeyy  bf  thy  fate  <iomplain. 
No  more  with  forrow  view  thy  glory's  ftain ;    '    - 
Though  thy  tall  ftandards  tower'd  with  lordly  pride 
Where  northern  Phafis  rolls  his  icy  tide ; 

Though  hot  Syene,  where  the  fun's  fierce  ray  •  • 

•  •        • 

Begets  no  ihadow,  own'd  thy  conquering  fway  -, 

Though  from  the  tribes  that  fliiver  in  the  gleam 

»  •  •   • 

Of  cold  Bootes'  watery  gliftenirig  team  3 

To  thofc  who  parch'd  beneath  the  burning  line, 

In  fragrant  (hades  their  feeble  limbs  recline,*  * 

The  various  languages  proclaim'd  thy  fame, 

And  trembling  ov^n'4  thci^tjSrrors  of  thy  name ; 

Though  rich  Arabia  and  .'Sarroatia .  bold, 

And  Colchis,  famous  for  the  fleece  of  gold ; 

Though  Judah's  land,  whofe  facred  rites  implored 

The  One  true  God,  and,  as  he  taught,  adored  5 

r 
« 

*  As  already  obferved»  there  is  no  au-  fiaautd  in  the  battle,  was  reftored,  on 
Aentic  proof  that  Don  Alonzo  -ufcd  fach  condition  that  as  foon  as  he  was  able  to 
feverity  to  his  mother  as  to  put  her  in  mount  on  hotfcback,  he  (hould  come  to 
chains.  Brandam  fays  it  was  reported  diat  Lewi^  ^^^  '^  perfon  do  homage  for  his  do- 
Don  Alonzo  was  bom  with  both  his  legs  minions.  This  condition,  fo  contrarj'  to 
growing  together,,  and  that  he  was  cured  his  coronadon  agreement,  he  found  me»As 
by  the  prayers  of  his  tutor  Egaj  Nunio.  to  avoid-  He  ever  after  aiTeded  to  drive 
legendary  as  this  may  appear,  this  how-  in  a  calaih,  and  would  never  mount  on 
ever  is  deduceable  from  it,  that  from  his  horfeback  more.  This  his  natural  and  af- 
birth  there  was  fomething  amifs  about  his  terwarda  political  infirmity,  the  fupcffti- 
legs.  When  he  was  prifoner  to  his  ion  in  tious  of  thofe  days  afaibcd  to  the  curfes 
law  Qon  Fernando  kin?  of  Leon,  he  re-  of  his  mother, 
covert  his  liberty  ere  nis  leg,  which  was 

Q^  Though 
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Though  Cappadocia's  realm  thy  mandate  £way'd> '.   ' 
And  bafe  Sophenia'9  Tqhs  thy  nod  obeyed  j 
Though  vext  Cicilia's  pirates  wore  thy  bands, 
And  thofe  who  cultured  fair  Armema^'s  lands. 
Where  from  the  facred  mount  two  rivers  flow, 
And  what  was  Eden  to  the  Pilgrim  fhew  j 
Though  from  the  vaft  Atlantic's  bounding  wave 
To  where  the  northern  tempfefts  howl  and  rave 
Roimd  Taurus'  lofty  brows  :  though  vaft  and  wide 
The  various  climes  that  bended  to  thy  pride  s 
No  more  with  pining  anguifh  of  regret 
Bewail  the  horrors  of  Pharfalia's  fate : 
For  great  Alonzo,  whofe  fuperior  name 
Unequal'd  viftories  confign  to  fame. 
The  great  Alonzo  jfeU — like  thine  his  woe  j 
From  nuptial  kindred  came  the  fatal  blow. 


When  now  the  hero,  humbled  in  the  duft. 
His  crime  atoned,  confeft  that  heaven  was  juft. 
Again  in  fplendor  he  the  throne  afcends  : 
Again  his  bow  the  Moorifh  chieftain  bends. 
Wide  round  th'  embattled  gates  of  Santareen 
Their  fhining  fpears  and  banner'd  moons  are  feen. 
But  holy  rites  the  pious  king  preferr'd ; 
The  Martyr's  bones  on  Vincent's  Cape  interr'd. 


(His 
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(His  fainted  ^ame  the  Cape  fliall  ever  '  bear) 
To  Liibon's  walls  he  brought  with  votive  care. 
And  now  the  monarch}  old  and  feeble  grown> 
Refigns  the  faulchion  to  his  valiant  fon. 
O'er  Tagus*  waves  the  youthful  hero  paft, 
And  bleeding  hofts  before  him  fhrunk  aghafl:. 
Choak*d  with  the  ilai%  with  Mporifh  carnage  dy'd^ 
Sevilia's  river  roU'd  the  purple  tide. 
Burning  for  viftory  the  warlike  boy 
Spares  not  a  day  to  thoughtlefs  reft  or  joy. 
Nor  long  his  wifh  unfatisfied  remains  : 
With  the  befiegftrs'  gore  he  dies  the  plains 
That  circle  Beja's  wall :  yet  ftill  untamed^ 
With  all  the  fiercenefs  of  defpair  inflamed, 
The  raging  Moor  collects  his  diftant  might ; 
Wide  from  the  fhores  of  Atlas*  ftarry  height, 
From  Amphelufia's  cape,  and  Tingia's  bay, 
Where  ftcrn  Antaeus  held  hiis  brutal  fway, 
The  Mauritanian  trumpet  founds  to  arms. 
And  Juba's  realm  returns  the  hoarfe  alarms  ;  > 
The  fwarthy  tribes  in  bumifh'd  armour  fhine. 
Their  warlike  march  Abeyla's  fhepherds  join* 
The  great  Miramolin  on  Tagus*  fhores 
Far  o*er  the  coaft  his  banner'd  thoufands  pours; 

«  Tm  quoqtu  iiitmlns  nofirht  JEnila  nutrix» 
JEttTMrn  mTitn^  famtm^  CtUtta  didlfii, 

Vmo.  En.  vxx. 

Q^  Twelve! 


•  f  :         * 


•r  •*— .  ••»  •  • 


•        r  »  -  • 

•      *       •  ./      N 


'•       ■> 
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Twelve  kings  and  one  beneath  his  enfighs  ftand, 
And  wield  their  fabres  at  his  dread  command; 
The  plundering  bands '  far  rouhd  the  rfegibh"hafte, 
The  mournful  region  lies 'a  naked  wafto. ""' '- 

And  now  enclofed  in  Sahtareen's  high  towers^ 

}  ... 

The  brave  Don  Sanco  fhuns  th'  unequal  powers ; 

A  thoufand  arts  the  furious  Moor  puf fuies. 

And  ceafelefs  ftiU  the  fierce  affault  renews.- 

Huge  clefts  of  rock,  from,  horrid  engines  whirl'd,' 

In  fmouldering  volleys,  on  the  town  are  hurl'dj - 

The  brazen  rams  the  lofty  turrets  fhake,       '  .  t 

And  mined  beneath  the  deep  foundations  quake  ir    •      •     •   • 

But  brave  Alonzo's  fon,  as  danger  grows. 

His  pride  inflamed,  with  rifing  courage  glows  ;•      •    j  ; 

Each  coming  ftorm  of  miffile  daits  he  wards. 

Each  nodding  turret,  and  each  port  he  guards. 

In  that  fair  city,  round  whofe  verdant  meada 
The  branching  river  of  MondegO  fpreads. 
Long  worn  with  warlike  toils,  and  bent  with  years 
The  king  repofed,  when  Sanco's  fate  he  hears. 

His  limbs  forget  the  feeble  Ae]^^  of  .age,  •       . 

And  the  hoar  warrior  bairns-  with  youthful  rage. 
His  daring  Veterans,  long  to  conqueft  train'd, 

He  leads— the  ground  with  Moorilh  blood  is  ftain'd ; 

Turbans 
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Turbans,  and  robes  of  various  colours  wrought, 
And  (hiver'd  fpears :  in  ftrcaming  carnage  float. 
In  hamefs  gay  lies  many  a  weltering  jfteed, 
And  low  in  duft^th?  groaning  n^ifters  .bleed. 
As  proud  Miramolin  iii  horror  -  fled, 

Don  Sanco*s  javelia  ftretch*d  him  with*  the  dead;. 

« 

In  wild  difmay,  and  torn  with  ^thing  wounds 

The  rout  wide  fcatter*d  fly  the  Lufian  bounds. 

Their  hands  to  heaven  the  joyful  viftors  raiJfe, 

And  every  voice  refounds  the  fong  of  praife  \ 

"  Nor  was  it  ftumblihg  chance,  nor  human  might, 

"  Twas  guardian  heaven,"  they  fung, "  thai  ruled  the  fight."  ^ 

This  blifsful  day  Alonzo's  glories  crown'd  ; 
And  pale  difeafe  foon  gave  the  fecret  wound ; 

r 

Her  icy  hand  his  feeble  limbs  invades. 

And  pining  languor  through  his  vitals  fpreads. 

The  glorious  monarch  to  the  tomb  defcends,  , 

A  nation's  grief  the  funeral  torch  attends. 

Each  winding. fhore  for  thee,  Alonzo,*  mourns, 

Alonzo's  name  each  woful  bay  returns  % 
•» 

**  MiramoliHf  not  the  name  of  a  perfon,  "Jp/iete^  Tityn^  pinuTf 

bat  a  title,,  quafi^  SoUan*    The  Arabs  callit  Jpfitefontei^ip/a  bmc  arhufia  njocahant, 

EmiT'AlmQtmajdf,  tJbe  Emperor  0/ the  Faiti^  Ecl.  i. 

/uL  —  EuryMcen  *vox  ipfa  tifrigida  lingua^ 

^  In   this  poetical  exclamation,  eT^pref-  Ah  mi/eram  Eurydicent  anima  fugiente^  njo- 

five  of  the  fotrow  of  Portugal  on  the  death  cabat : 

of  Alonzo,  Camoens  has  happily  imitated  Eurydicen  ioto  reftrehant  flumine  rip^. 

fome  palTaget  of  Viigii.  G.  iv. 

'littuSf  Nyla,  Hjla^omne  fonant, 

ECL.VX 

For 


1 


lift  THE        L   U    S    I   A    I>.  Book  IH- 

For  thee  the  rivers  (igh  thdr  graves  among^ 
And  funeral  murmurs  wsulmg,  roll  along ; 
Their  fwelUng  tears  overflow  the  wide  campaign  } 
With  floating  heads,  for  thee,  the  yellow  grain, 
For  thee  the  willow  bowers  and  copfes  weep, 
As  their  tall  boughs  lie  trembling  on  the  deep ; 
Adown  the  ftreams  the  tangled  vine-leaves  flow. 
And  all  the  landfeape  wears  the  look  of  woe« 
Thus  o*er  the  wondering  world  thy  glories  fpread. 
And  thus  thy  mournful  people  bow  the  head  j 
While  flill,  at  eve,  each  dale  Alonzp  fighs. 
And,  oh,  Alonzo !  every  hill  replies  ; 
And  flill  the  mountain  ecchoes  trill  the  lay. 
Till  blufhing  morn  brings  on  the  noifeful  day. 

The  youthful  Sanco  to  the  throne  fucceeds. 
Already  far  renowned  for  valorous  deeds  • 
Let  Betis'  tinged  with  blood  his  prowefs  tell. 
And  Beja's  lawns,  where  boaflful  Afric  fell. 
Nor  lefs  when  king  his  martial  ardour  glows. 
Proud  Sylves*  royal  walls  his  troops  enclo'fe ! 
Fair  Sylves'  lawns  the  Moorifti  peafant  ploughed. 
Her  vineyards  cultured,  and  her  valleys  fow'd ; 
But  Lifbon*s  monarch  reapt.    The  winds  of  '  heaven 
Roar'd  high — and  headlong  by  the  tempeft  driven, 

*  The  Portuguefe,  in  their  wars  with  the       Englifh  and  German  cmfades.    In  the  pre- 
Moors,  were  feveral  times  aMed  by  the       fcnt  inftance  the  fleet  was  mo&ly  Engfiih, 

the 
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In  Tagus'  breaft  a  gallant  navy  fought 

The  fheltering  port^  and  glad  afliftance  brought* 

The  warlike  crew,  by  Frederic  the  Red, 

To  refcue  Judah's  proftr ate  land  were  led  j 

When  Guido's  troops,  by  burning  thirfl  fubdued. 

To  Saladine  the  foe  for  mercy  fued. 

Their  vows  were  holy,  and  the  caufe  the  fame. 

To  blot  from  Europe's  fhores  the  Moorifh  name. 

In  Sanco*s  caufe  the  gallant  navy  joins. 

And  royal  Sylves  to  their  force  refigns. 

Thus  fent  by  heaven  a-  foreign  naval  band 

Gave  Lifbon's  ramparts  to  the  Site's  commands 


Nqr^-Moorifti  trophies  did  alone  adorn 
The  Hero's  name  j  in  warlike  camps  though  born. 
Though  fenced  with  mountains,  Leon's  martial  race 
Smile  at  the  battle-fign,  yet  foul  difgrace  , 
To  Leon's  haughty  fons  his  fword  atchieved  j 
Proud  Tui's  neck  his  fervile  yoke  received  j 
And  far  around  falls  many  a  wealthy  town,, 
O  valiant  Sanco^  humbled  to  thy  frown^ 

While  thus  his  laurels  flourifh'd  wide  and  fair- 
He  dies  :  Alonzo  reigns,  his  much-loved  heir. 

the  troops  of  which  nation  were,  according       Silvef^    Nuniz,de  Lan  as  cr^nicai  doi  Rih 
to  agreement,  rewarded  with  the  plunder,       dt  Port. 
whioi  was  exceeding  rich,  of  the  city  of 

Alcazar 
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Alcazar  lately  conquei*d  from  the  Moor, 

Reconquered,^  ftreams  with  the  defenders'  gore.  ' 


Alonzo  dead,  another  Sanco  rejgns.^ 
Alas,  with  many  a  figh  the  land  complains"! 
Unlike  his  Sire,  a  vain  unthinking  boy, 
His  fervants  now  a  jarring  fway  enjoy. 
As  his  the  power,  his  were  the  crimes  of  thofe 
Whom  to  difpenfe  that  facred  power  he  chofe. 
By  various  counfels  wayer'd  and  cdnfufed. 
By  feeming  friends,  by  varians  arts  ^bufed ; 
Long  undetermined,  blindly  ra(h  at  laft^ 
Enraged,  unmanned,  untutor'd  by  the  paft. 
Yet  not  like  Nero,  cruel  and  unjuft. 
The  flave  capricious  of  unnatural  luft. 
Nor  had  he  fmiled  had  flames  confumed  his  Troy; 

Nor  could  his  people'^  groans  afford  him  joy  j 
Nor  did  his  woes  from  female  manners  fpring, 
Unlike  the  '  Syrian,  tor  Sicilia's  kir^g. 

No  hundred  cQoks  his  coftly  meal  prepared, 

As  heapt  the  board  when  Rome's  proud  tyrant  *  fared. 

Nor  dared  the  artift  hope  his  ear  to  *  gain. 

By  new-form'd'arts  to  point  the  ftings  of  pain. 

f  UuHke  the  Sjrian — ^Sardinapalus.  HeliogabaluSy  infamous  for  his'  glnttony. 

^  Allading  to  the  hiftory  of  Phalaris. 


*  '"-'^Wbin  Romii  froud  tyrant  far*^.— 


But 
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But  proud  and  high  the  Iruiian  fpirit  foar'd, 
And  afk'd  a  godlike  hero  for  their  Lord,    ^ 
To  none  accuftom'd  btft  an  kqro's  fway;, 
Great  mufl:  he  be  whon^  that  bol4  race  obey. 


Complaint,  loud  murmur'd,  every  city  fills. 
Complaint,  loud  murmur'd,  vibrates  through  the  hills, 
Alarm-d,  Bolonia's  warlike  Earl  *  awakes. 
And  from  his  liftlefs  brother's  minions  takes    , 

4 

The  awful  fceptre— Soon  was  joy  reftored. 
And  foon,  by  juft  fucceffion,  Lilbon's  Lord, 
Beloved,  Alonzo  named  the  bold,  he  reigns  i 
Nor  may  the  limits  of  his  Sire's  domains 


'  Camoens»  who  was  quite  ^ An  entkufiaft 
for  the  honour  of  his  country,  has  in  this 
inflance  di^oifed  the  tnith  of  ihifioiy.  Dbn 
Sancho  was  by  no  means  the  weak  Prince 
•here  repreiented,  nor  did  the  mifecies  of  his 
reign  proceed  from  himfelf.  The  clerg^y 
were  the  fole  authors  of  his  and  the  public 
calamities.  The  Roman  See  was  then  in 
the  height  of  its  power,  which  it  exerted  in 
the  moft  tyrannical  manner.  *  The'  eccle- 
£aiHcal  courts  had  long  daimed  the  fole 
right  to  try  an  ecdeiiaftic,  and  to  prohibit 
a  Prieft  to  fay  mafs  for  a  twelvemonth,  was 
•by  the  brethren  his  judges,  efleemed  a  fuf- 
iicient  punifhment  for  murder,  or  any  other 
capital  crime.  Alonzo  U.  the  father  of 
Don  Sancho,  attempted  to  eftablilh  the  au- 
thority of  the  King  s  courts  of  juftice  over 
the  Offending  Clergy.  For  this  the  Arch- 
•bifhqp  of  Braga  excommCinicated  Gonteaio 
Mendexj  the  Chancellor,  and  Honorius  the 
-Pope  excommnnicated  Uie.  King^,  and  pot 
his  dominions  under  an  interdid.  The  ex- 
terior offices  of  Religion  were  fufpended, 
the  vulgar  fell  into  the  utmoft  difTolutenefs 
.of,  manners ;  h^ahommtdifm  made  great  iti- 
V2tnCe&,*and  public  confufion  every  where 


prevailed.  By  this  policy  the  Holy  Church 
conftrained  the  nobility  to  urge  the  King  to 
a  full  fubmiffion  to  the  Papal  chair.  While 
a  negotiation  for  this  purpofe  was  on  foot 
Alonzo  'diedy  and  left  Jiis  ion  to  fbu^fe 
with  an  enraged  and  powerful  Clergy.  Von 
Sancho  was  jw,  a£fable,  brave,  and  an  en- 
amoured hufband.  On  this  laft  virtue  fac- 
tion* firft  fixed  its  envenomed  fangs.  The 
Queen  was  accufed  of  arbitrary  influence 
over  her  hufband,  and,  accordino;  to  the  fu- 
perflition  of  that  age,  (he  was  believed  to 
have  diflurbed  his  lenfes  by  an  enchanted 
draught.  -  Such  of  the  nobility  as  declared 
in  the  King's  favour  were  Higmatized,  and 
-rendered  odious,  as  the  creatures  of  the 
Qu^en.  The  confuiions  which  enfued  were 
fomeafied  by  Alonzo,  Earl  of  Bolqgne,  the 
King's  brother,  by  whom  the  Kin?  was  ac- 
cufed as,  tb?  author  of  t^iem.  In  wort,  by 
the  affiftancc  of  the  Clergy  and  Pope  Inno^ 
tenf  ly «  Sancho  was  depoled,  and  loon  after 
he  died  at  Toledo.'  Tiie  beaunful  ^ein. 
Donna  Mtncia^  was  feized  upon,  and  con- 
'  veyed  away  by  one  Raymond  'Porfocarrero^ 
*  and  was  never  heard  of  more.  Such  aiie  the 
triumphs  of  Faction  i     .  .         . 
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Confine  his  mounting  fpirit.    When  he  led 
His  fmiling  Confort  to  the  bridal  bed, 
Algarbia's  realm,  he  faidi  ftiall  prove  thy  dcmet^ 
And  foon  Algarbia  conquer'd  own'd  his  power* 
The  vanqinlh'd  Mbor  with  total  rout  expell'd^ 
All  Lufus'  fhores  his  might  unrivall'd  held. 
And  now  brave  Diniz  reigns,  whofe  noble  fire 
Befpoke  the  genuine  lineage  of  his  Sire.' 
Now  heavenly  peace  wide  waved  her  olive  bought 
Each  vale  difplay'd  the  labours  of  the  plough 
And  fmiled  with  joy :  the  rocks  on  every  fliore 
Refound  the  daihing  of  the  merchant-oar. 
Wife  laws  are  formed,  and  conftitutions  weigh!d> 
And  the  deep-rooted  bafe  of  Empire  laid. 
Not  Ammon's  fon  with  larger  heart  beftow'd> 
Not  fuch  the  grace  to  him  the  Mufcs  owed. 
From  Helicon  the  Mufes  wing  their  way, 
Mondego's  flowery  banks  invite  their  flay. 
Now  Coimbra  fhines  Minerva's  proud  abode  j 
And  fired  with  joy,  Pamaflus'  Moomy  God 
Bdiolds  another  dear4oved  Athens  riie,.* 
And  fpread  her  laurels  in  indulgent  ikies  ( 
Her  wreath  of  laurels  ever  green  he  twines 
With  threads  of  gold^  and  Baccarii^  ^  sdjoins. 


^  The  B^tarist  or  Lady's  gl< 
kerb  to  whick  the  Druids  and  aaac 
afcribed  magical  virtues* 


love«   «a 
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Here  caftle  walls  in  warlUce  |;randeur  lour. 

Here  cities  fw.eiU  and  lofty  temples  tower : 

In  wealth  and  grandeur  fiaqh  with  other  y^es  i 

When  old  and  Ifwed  the  parent-monarch  diest 

His  fon^  alas^  remift  in  filid  deeds, 

But  wife  in  peace  and  Jbpld  in  &^t^  fucceeds. 

The  fourth  Alonso :  *  Ever  ann'd  for  war 

He  views  the  ftem  CaQ^el  with  watcbiul  care. 

Yet  when  the  ljf\n^xi  nations  qrpft  the  main. 

And  fpread  their  thoufands  o*er  the  fields  of  Spain, 

The  brave  Alonzo4rew  his  awful  fteel 

And  fprungrto  Jbiittel  for  the  prowl  Xi^ed. 

When  BabeTs  haughty  ^mprefs  bared  the  fword, 
And  o'er  Hydafpes'  lawns  her  legions  pour'd  i 
When  dreadful  Attila,  to  whom  was*  V  given 
That  fearful  name,  the  Scourge  of  angry  heaven. 
The  fields  of  trepibling  Italy  overran 
With  many  a  Gothic  tribe  and  northern  clan ; 
Not  fuch  unnumbered  banners  then  wgre  feen. 
As  now  in  fair  TaHefia's  dales  convene } 
NumicQa's  bow  and  Mauritania's  fpear. 
And  all  the  might  of  Hagar's  race  was  here  s 

*  Attila,  a  lu^  c(  the  Hims,  fnratmed       century.    He  may  be  redconed  among  the 
The  Sootti^  of  Uod*    He  lived  in  the  ATth'      greateft  conqaeton. 

R  2  Grana<l4's 
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Granada's  mongrels  Join  their  nuiherou^  hoft,        - 
To  thofe  who  dared  the  leas  fromLybiii's  coaft*- 
Awed  by  the  furyof  fuch  ponder  dus  force     .. 
The  proud  Caftilian  tries  each  hoped  refourcelj*'''' 
Yet  not  by  terror  for  himfelf  infpired, 
For  Spain  he  trcmbledi  and  fbr'Spain  was  firedl 
His  much -loved  bride  his  meffenger  he  ■  fehdljj 
And  to  the  hoftile-Lufian  lowly  bends-;     ^  ^'    -' 
The  much-loved  daughter  of  the  King  imploredj  ' 
Now  fues  her  father  for  her  wedded  Lord. 
The  beauteous  dame  approach'd  th^^pakce'gate. 
Where  her  great  Sire  was  throned  irf  regal* ftate:  ' 
On  her  fair  face  deep-fettled  grief  appears, 
And  her  mild  eyes  were  bathed iiigUftening  tears;. 
Her  carelefs  ringlets,  as  a  mourner^','  fl6w  ^/" 
Adown  her  fhoulders  and  her  breafts  of  fivow : 
A  fecret  tranfport  through  the  Father  ran. 
While  thus,  in  fighs,  the  royal  bride  began : 


f 


n  I  . 


jw. 


^  And  know'ft  thou  ndt,  O  warlike  King,  ffie  cry'd. 
That  furious  Afric  pours  her  peopled  tide ; 
Her  barbarous  nations  o'er  the  fields  of  Spain  ? 
Morocco's  Lord^  commands  the  dreadful  train. 

«"  Bis  mu€b'I§^€d  MV<f— — The  Piinoefs    '  his  mittreflfesr  though  h^owed  ki<  crown  to 

Mary,     She  was  a  Lady  of  great  beaaty  the  ailtdance  of  his-  fath€i-iA-law>  the  king 

and  vlrCue»  but  was  exceedingly  ill  ufed  by  of  Portajal. 
her  hnibaody  who  was  Yiolencly  attached  to ' 

Ne'er 
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Ne'er  finCe  the  furges  l^tlie4  the  circling  coaft, 

Beneath  one  ftandard.mairch'd  fo  dread  an  hoft ; 

Such  the  dire  ^cejiefs  of  their  brutal  ragp, ; 

Pale  are  our  jbiaiyreftrybuth  :as  palfied  age..  .1.^ 

By  night  our  father's  ihades  <:onfefs  their  °  fear. 

Their  fhrieks  of  terror  from,  the  tombs  we  hear :. 

To  ftem  the  i;agc  of i  thefc  unaumber'd  bands j 

Alone,  OSiii6|  ini)? 'gallant^huiband  ftands  ^^ 

His  little  hoft  alone  their  breafts  oppofe. 

To  the  barb'd  darts  of-  Spain's  innumerous  foes : 

Then  hafte,  O.Mcmdreh^ritb^iawhofe  conquering  ^ear  ^    , 

Has  chill'd  Malucca's.  ibltry  waves-.with  fear  i . 
.  Hafte  to  the  refcue  o£.diftrefs'd  Cafteel> 
(Oh  I  be  that.fmik  tl^yrddar  affeftion's  feal  !}\ 
And  fpeed,  my  fodier^;.  ecc  my  hufbaiid's  fatd-  ,  , 
Be  fixt,  and  f,: -'deprived  of  -  regal  ftate,,  : 
Be  left  in  captive  folitude  forlorn,.  . 
My  fpoufc,  my  kingdoiA,;  and 'my  birth  to  mourn.  . 


'        .? 


>.     '  .  .  i 


In  tearsji  and  trembling;  {poke  the  filial  que^. 
Saloft  in  grief  was.  lovely  Venus/ 1**  ieen*,:  . 


'  «  ( 


^  I^ night  our  fathtrs^JhaJescMfefstlieirfear^       terrible  an  army.    The  French  tranflator. 
Their  Jhrieks  ofUrrorfromiJ&idmhi^iifi^ar.'. . '    contrary  to«^e  Qtiginal,  afciibes  this,  terror 
Camoens  fays,.  ««  A  mcrtos  &z  efppto,'*        tg  the  ghoft  of  only  one  Prince,  by  which 
togivetUs'd^aiic^uiABfjgliih/reqak  thift  ftrokid  of  Ctoeen»,  in  ih«  fp^t  of 

paraphrafe.      There    is  fomething  wildly       Shakelpeare,  is  reduced  to  a  piece  of  un mean- 
great,  and  agreeable  ta  the  fvpei^itiflia  of   ;'  i^g"frigp€ry*. 
that  age,  to  fuppofe  that  the  dead  were  trou-  _  «      i.    r  n.  *?    -j 

bled  ia  their  graves,  on  the  apfirdaft  ^f  fo  . .  ^       f  ^  *^  f  ?  -^"^^f  * 

When 


."•wj 
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When  Jove,  hct  Sire,  tlie  beautebusntourner  pray*d   ' 
To  grant  her  ws^deriiig  ion  the  promifed  aid. 
Great  Jove  was  rabved  to  Ji^lar  the  Mrldepidn^  ^ 
Gave  all  (he  aik'd,  aitd^grieved  (he  aik'd  iibnioit/ .  :. 
So  grieved  Alolizo'S  noble  heart.    And  now-  -   .  ' 

The  warrior  binds  in  fteel  his  aWf ul  Ibrow  j       : 
The  glittering  fq^u^adroifis  inarch  in  proud  iarnry:,' 
On  bumifli'd  fhields  the  trembEiag  finiL^ams  play  i.' 
The  blaze  of  arms  the  wadilce  rageiinfpires. 
And  wakes  from  flothfol  peace  the  lAfo'«:^firei5. ' 
With  trampling  lioofs  Evora's  ^plains  trebamid> 
And  fprightly  neighings  eccho  iar  abtcniind^} 
Far  on  each  fide  the  cl<mds^f  dull  ariibs 
The  drum's  rou^h  lattling  rowls  akmg^'the  ikies ; 
The  trumpet's  (hrilly  clangor  founds  alarms» 
And  each  heart  bums^  and  ardent.pants  for  jarti$. 
Where  their  bright  blaze  the  royal  enfi^s  pour'd^ 
High  o'er  the  reft  the  ^great  Alonzo  tower'd } 
High  o'er  the  reft  wa&  his  bold  front  admired, 
And  his  kedh  eyes  new  warmth^  new  force  infpired. 
Proudly  he  march'd,  and  ncrw  in  Tariffs  plain 
The  two  Alonzoes  join  their  martial  train : 
Right  to  the  foe,  in  battle-xank  updrawn^ 
They  pau(e«>~the  mountain  and  the  rwide^fprcad  lawn 
Afford  not  foot-room  for  the  crowded  foe : 
Awed  with  the  horrors  of  the  'lifted  blow 


Pale 
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Pale  look'd  our  brav^ft  heroes.    Swell'd  with  pride, 

The  foes  akeady  conquered  Spain  divide^ 

And  lordly, ouer  the  Held  the  profnifed  victors  ilride* 

So  ftrode  in  Elafa's  vale  the  towedsg  height 

Of  Gath's  pro^d  champioA ;  fo  with  pale  affright 

The  Hebrews  tr^n^led,  while  with  impious  pride 

The  large-limb'd  foe  the  ihepherd  boy  defy'd : 

The  valiant  boy  advancing  fits  the  fhing. 

And  round  his  head  he  whirls  the  founding  fling ; 

The  monfter  ftaggers  with  the  forceful  wound, 

« 

And  his  huge  bulk  lies  groaning  on  the  ground. 

-Such  impious  fcom  the  Moor's  proud  bofbm  fweird. 

When  our  thin  fqujidf PQS  took  the  battle-field } 

Unconfcious  of  the  Powtr  who  Ud  ii^  on. 

That  Power  whofe  nod  confounds  th'  infernal  throne } 

Led  by  that  Power,  the  brave  CaHUian  bared  . 

The  Ihining  blade,  aad  propd  Morocco  dared  j 

His  conquering  brand  the  Luflan  hero  drew. 

And  on  Granada's  fonjs  reiUUefs  f^w  j 

The  lances  rattle  and  the  fpUnters  fyig, 

And  the  broad  faulchions  on  the  bucklers  ring : 

With  piercing  fhrieks  the  Moors  their  Prophet's  name. 

And  ours  their  guardian  Saint  aloud  acclaim. 

Wounds  gufli  on  wounds,  and  blows  refound  to  t>lows, 

A  lake  of  blood  the  level  plain  o'erflows  y 

The 


1.28  T    H   Ik       L'  U    S   I    AI  n:  BdoKKI 


/♦[!    "• 

f  *  I  *   > 


The  wounded  galping  in  the  purple  tidB^ .  *  .  r 
Now  find  the  death  the  fwbrd  but  half  fuppli|ed;'.i^.  : 
Though  ^  wove  and  qtillted  by  tljLcirJL'aldfts' .hands, \'V 
Vain  were  the  mail-plates  of  <5r-anadk's'baiid$*!a'  l  cL.  ift  . / 
With  fuch  dread  force  the  Lnfian.  ruikfd  along, 
Steep'd  in  red  caxnage  lay  the  boai):ful«{iiJx>nga- 
Yet  now  difdainful.of  fo  light  apruse^i;  :  \  l\'  '  ruiA  lAT 
Sheer  o'er  the  field  the  thundering  hero  fli^Sj  \  :c  _;,,;;  7  ;  ^p 
And  his  bold  arm  the  brave  Caftilian,  joiinii  >.;  ;  J  c.  .  '  \ 
In  dreadful  confliA  with  the  Moorifh  Un«s^ 


*  • .  * 


•  ? 


4  « 


4  ^ .  A  . 


» f 


The  -parting  Sun  now  pourM  the  ruddy  blaze, 
*  *  •  » 

And  twinkling  Vefper  fliot  his  filvery  rays  . 

Athwart  the  gloom>  and' dloTed  the  glorious  day, 
When  low  in  duft  the  ftrength  of  Afric  lay. 
Such  dreadful  flaughter  of  the  boaftful  Moor 

Never  on  battle-field  was  heap'd  before.; 
Not  he  whofe  childhood  vow'd  eternal  hate 

r 

And  defperate  war  agaihft  the  Roman  ftate^ 

Though  three  ftrong  Gourfers  bent  beneath  the  weight  ' 

Of  rings  of  gold,  by  many  a  Roman  Knight, 


^  ^i^ir^i&  af;0<x;f— It  may  pierliaps  1)6  bb-  a'psrticipkin.place  of  tkc  harfh  founding 

jeAed,  that  this  is  ungrammatical.    But  njuoven^  a^  word  almoft'  incompatible  i^kh 

^                   i  the  ekfapce  of  vcHification.  .  The  more 

Quern pfncfarbitriameft,ctjutctnimaloqucndi.  harmortldAs  wOrd  otight  thcreftfc*  to  ;o^ 

;  -  ufed  V  suidaife  will  afcertain  its  deuution  m 

•«nd  Dryden,  Pope,  &c.  often  ttfc  ^ijuove  as  *  gramtnar. 


lErewhile^ 
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Erewhile,  the  badge  of  rank  diftinguifh'd,  worn> 
From  their  cold  hands  at  Cannas's  (laughter  torn) 
Not  his  dread  fword  befpread  the  r&eking  plain 
With  fuch  wide  ftreams  of  gore,  and  hills  of  flain  i 
Nor  thine,  O  Titus,  to  the  Stygian  coaft, 
From  blood-ftain'd  Salem  fent  fo  many  a  ghoft  j 
Though  ages  ere  (he  fell,  the  Prophets  old 
The  dreadful  fcene  of  Salem's  fall  foretold^ 
In  words  that  breathe  wild  horror :  Nor  the  (hore. 
When  carnage  t:hoak'd  the  ftream,  fo  fmoak'd  with  g^re^ 
When  Marius'  famting  legions  drank  the  ilood^ 
Yet  warm  and  purpled  with  Ambronian  '  blood; 

ft 

Not  fuch  the  heaps  4is  now  the  plains  of  Tarif  ftrewVi, 

While  glory  thus  Alonzo^s  name  adorn'd, 
'To  Li(bon's  (hores  the  happy  Chief  return'd, 
In  glorious  peace  and  well-deferved  repofe. 
His  courfe  of  fame,  and  honoured  age  to  clofe. 
When  now,  O  king,  a  Damfel's  fate  '  fevere, 
A  fate  which  ever  claims  the  woful  tear. 


4  When  the  foldiers  of  Msirius  com- 
plained of  third,  he  poifitedto  «  river  near 
the  camp  of  ^e  Ambrones;  there,  fays  he, 
^ou  may  drink,  bat  it  moft  be  purchafed 
with  blood.  Lead  us  on,  they  replied,  that 
ive  may  have  fomethjiig  liquid,  though  it 
be  blood.  The  Romans  forcing  their  way 
%o  the  river,  the  channel  was  filled  with  the 
dead  bodies  of  the  (lain.        Vid.  Plut. 

'  This  unfortunate  lady.  Donna  laez-  de 
CaftrOf  was  the  dau^htrl*  of  a  Caftilian  gen- 
tleman, who  had  taicen  refuge  in  the  court 
<)f  Portugal.  Her  beaunrandaccompliihments 
ftttra^ed  the  regard  of  Don  Pedro,  the  kinj^'s 
«ld^  fon,  a  pnnce  of  a  toive  and  noble  £f- 


pofition.  ha  NeufvilUt  Li  Ckde^  and  odicf 
kiftorians,  alTert,  that  (he  was  privately  nuu> 
ried  to  the  prince  ere  ihe  had  any  (hare  in  his 
bed.  Nor  was  his  conjugal  fidelity  leisremark- 
able  than  the  ardour  of  his  paffion.  Afraid, 
however,  of  his  father's  re^ntroent,'  the  fe«> 
verity  of  whofe  temper  he  knew,  his  intcr- 
courfe  with  Donna  Inez  paiTed  at  die  court 
as  ii*i  ihtrigue  of  gallantry.  On  the  acceflioA 
of  Don  Ptiiro  the  Cruel  to  the  throne  of 
Caftik^  many  of  the  difgufled  nobility 
were  kindly  received  by  Don  Pedro,  thro' 
the  intereft  of  his  beloved  Inez.  The  fa- 
vour (hewn  to  thefe  Caftilians  gave  great 
uneafinefs  to  the  politicians.  A  Siou* 
S  fand 
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Difgraced  his  honoutsr-*-^— OA  the  Nymph'«  lotn  head: 

Relentlefs  rage  its  bittereft  rancour  fhed ; 

Yet  fuch  the  ^edl  her  princely  lover  bore,  : ..     :,.  . 

Her  breathlefe  corfe  the  crown  of  Lifbon.woce.       !. 

Twas  thou,  O  Love,  whofe  dreaded  fhftfts  controul. 

The  hind's  rude  heart,  and  tear  the  hero's  {bfdl.} 

Thou  ruthlefs  power,  with  bloodflied  never  cloyed^ 

'Twas  thou  thy  lovely  votary  deilroyed. 

Thy  thirft  ftill  burning  for  a  deeper  woe,. 

In  vain  to  thee  the  tears  of  beauty  flow ; 

The  breaft  that  feels  thy  pureft  flames  divine> 

With  fpouting  gore  mull  bathe  thy  cruel  flirine* 

Such  thy  dire  triumphs !— Thou,  O  Nymph^  the  whifefc 

Prophetic  of  the  god's  unpitying  guile. 

In  tender  fcenes  by  love-fick  fancy  wrought,, 

By  fear  oft  fhifted  as  by  fancy  brought. 

In  fweet  Mondegp's  ever-verdant  bowers, 

Languifh'd  away  the  flow  and  lonely  hours  r 

While  now,  as  terror  waked  thy  boding  fears^. 

The  confcious  flxeam  received  thy  pearly  tears  ^; 

And  now,  as  hope  revived  the  brighter  fiame^. 

Each  eccho  flgh'd  thy  princely  lover's  name» 

Nor  lefs  could  abfence  from  thy  prince  removes: 

The  dear  remembrance  of  his  diftant  love : 


&nd  evils  were  forefeen  from  the  PrinceV 
attadxment.  to  his  Caftiliaa.  miftrefs; 
even  the  murder;  of  his  children  by  his 
deceafed  fpoufey.   the  princefs  ConftantUt^ 

was  furmifed  \  and;  the  enemies  oC  Doims^. 


Ines^.  finding  the  king  wHIing  tor  Eftenf. 
omitted  no  opportunity  to  increafe  his  re- 
fentment  againft  the  onfortonate  lady.   The 
prince  was  about  his  zSth  year  when  hia^ 
amour  with  his.  beloved  Iniez.xoQUQenced. 

Thy 
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Thy  looks,  thy  finiles,  ffifl  meet  his  raviih'd  eye». 
And  all  thy  beauteous  charms  before  him  nfe : 

« 

By  night  his  flximbers  bring  thee  to  his  arms. 

By  day  his  thoughts  ftill  wander  o*er  thy  charms : 

By  night,  by  day,  each  thought  thy  loves  employ,^ 

Each  thought  the  memory  or  the  hope  of  joy. 

Though  faireft  princely  dames  invoked  his  love. 

No  princely  dame  his  conftant  faith  could  move: 

For  thee  alone  his  conftant  pallion  burn'd. 

For  thee  the  profFer'd  royal  maids  he  fcorn'd> 

Ah,  hope  of  blifs  too  high — ^the  princely  dames 

Refufed,  dre^d  rage  the  father*s  breaft  inflames  5 

He,  with  an  old'  man's  wintery  eye,  furveys 

The  youth's  fond  love,  and  coldly  with  it  weighs 

The  peoples'  murmurs  of  his  fon's  delay 

To  blefs  the  nation  with  his  nuptial  day. 

{Alas,  the  nuptial  day  was  paft  unknown, 

Which  but  when  crowh'd  the  prince  could  dare  to  own.)  • 

And  with  the  F^r  One's  blood  the  vengrful  fire 

Refolves  to  quench  his  Pedro's  faithful  fire. 

Oh,  thou  dread  fword,  oft  ftain'd  with  heroes'  gore* 

*rhou  awful  terror  of  the  proftrate  Moor, 

What  rage  could  aim  thee  at  a  female  breaft, 

Unarm'd,  by  foftnefe  and  by  love  pofleft  I 

Dragg'd  from  her  bower  by  murderous  ruffian  hands, 
Before  the  frowning  king  fair  Inez  ftands; 

S  2  Her 
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Her  tears  of  artlefs  innocence,  her  air 

Sa  mild,  fo  lovely,  and  her  face  fo  fair, 

Moved  the  ftern  Monarch  5  when  with  eager  zeal 

Her  fierce  Deftroyers  urged  the  public  weal;        ^        r 

Dread  rage  again  the  Tyrant's  foul  poffeft. 

And  his  dark  brow  his  cruel  thoughts  confeft ; 

0*er  her  fair  face  a  fudden  palenefs  fpread, 

Her  throbbing  heart  with  generous  anguifti  bled,, 

Anguifh  to  view  her  lover's  hopelefs  woes„ 

And  all  the  mother  in  her  bofoni  rofe. 

Her  beauteoua  eyes  in  trembling  tear-drops  drown'di. 

To  heaven  flie  lifted,  for  her  hands  were  '  bound  -^ 

Then  on  her  infants  turn'd  the  piteous  glance^ 

The  look  of  bleeding  woe  ^  the:  babes  advance,. 

Smiling  in  innocence  of  infant  agCj 

Unawed,  unconfcious  of  their  grandfire's  rage  j. 

To  whom,  as  burfting  forrow.  gave  the  flow,. 

The  native  heart-fprung  eloquence  of  woe,. 

•     - 

The  lovely  captive  thus :.  —  O  Monarch,  hear,. 

If  e'er  to  thee  the  name  of  man  was  dear, 

.  < 

If  prowling  tygcrs,  or  the  the  wolf 'a  wild  brood,. 
Infpired  by  nature  with  the  luft,  of  blood,. 
Have  yet  been  moved  the  weeping  babe  to  i^are„ 
Nor  left,  but  tended  with  a  nurfe's  care,^ 


'  Adcalumtfniiniarigntialumnafriifira^^ 
"Lmnina.num  ttntras  arahmit  vincula  falmasM 


Si 


Book  HI* 


THE        L    U   S    I     AiJ. 


j^l 


As  Rome's  great  founders  to  the  world  were  given ; 
Shalt  thou,  who  wear'ft  the  facred  ftamp  of  heaven. 
The  human  form  divine,  {halt  thou  deny 
That  aid,  that  pity,  which  e*en  beafts  fupply  F 
Oh,  that  thy  heart  were,  as  thy  looks  declare. 
Of  human  mould,  fuperfluous  were  my  prayer ;. 
Thou  could'ft  not  then  a  helplefs  damfel  flay,. 
Whofe  fole  ofFcnce  in  fond  afFeftion  lay. 
In  faith  to  him  who  firfl  his  love,  confeft. 
Who  firft  to  love  allured  her  virgin  breaft. 
In  thefe  my  babes  flialt  thou  thine  image  fee,. 
And  ftill  tremendous  hurl  thy  rage  on  me? 
Me,  for  their  fakes,  if  yet  thou  wilt  not  fpare,. 
Oh,  let  thefe  infants  prove,  thy  pious  ^care  !, 


^  It  has  been  obferved  by  fomeciiticsy. 
tiiat  Milton  on  every  occaiion  is  fond  of 
txprefling  his  admiration  of  maiicy  particu* 
larly  of  the  fong  of  the  Nij|htingale»  and' 
die  full  woodlSmd  choir,  u  in  the  fame 
manner  we  are  to  judee  ofthe  favomite  tafle 
of  Homer,  we  (hall  mid  it  of  a  lefs  delicate 
kind.  He  is  continually  defcribing  the 
feafty  the  huge,  chine,  the  favoury  viands 
cm  the  glowin?  coals,  and  the  foaming 
bowl.  The  nmng  jxiffion  of  Camoens  is 
alfo  ftrongly  marked  in  his  writings.  One 
may  venture  to  affirm,  that  there  is  no 
poem  of  equal  length  that  abounds  with  fo 
many  impaffioned  encomiums  on  the  fair 
iex  as  the  Lniiad.  The  genius  of  Camoens 
ieems  never  fo  pleafed  a»  when  he  is  paint- 
ing tfaie  variety  of  female  charms,  he  feels  all 
the  magic  of  their  allurements,  and  riots  in 
his  defcriptions  of  the  happinefs  and  mife^ 
lies  attendant  on  the  pamon  of  love.  As 
he  wrote  from  his  feelines,  thefe  parts  of  his 
works  have.becn  farticularly  honoured  with 


Ac  attention  of  the  world.  ^  Taflb  an* 
Spenfer  have  copied  from  his  Ifland  of 
Blifs,  and  three  tragedies  have  been  formed* 
from  this  Epiibde  of  the  unhappy  Inez.  One 
in  Englifh,  by  Mr.  Mallet  —  but  of  this^ 
we  need  fay  nothing :  it  is  one  of  the  many 
nerieded  mifuflerable  loads  of  nnanimated^ 
dubeft,  which,  though  honoured  with  the 
approbation  of  Mr.  Garrick,  have  di^;raced- 
we  Englifh  theatre,  ^md  rendered  Modern 
Tragedy  a  name  of  contempt.  The  other 
two  are  by  M.  de  la  Motte^  and  Luis  Velev& 
de  Guea/ara^  a  Spaniard.  How  thefe  dif* 
ferent  writers  have  handled  the  fame  fubjeft . 
is  not  unworthy  of  the  attention  of  tte.ciidr. . 
The  tragedy  of  M.  de  la  Mbtte,  from  which 
Mallet's  Elvira  is  copied,.is  highly  charac- 
teriiHc  of  the  French  drama*.  In  the  Lu« 
iiad  the  beautiful  vidtim  exprefTeS  the  flrong 
emotions  of  genuine  nature.  She  feels  for 
what  her  lover  will  feel  for  her ;  the  mother 
rifes  in  her  bpeaft.  Hie  implores  pity  for  her 
children.;  (he  feels  the  horrors  of  death, 

an<i^ 
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Yet  Pity's  lenieHt  currenjt-  ever  floiws    . 

From  that  brave  breaft  where  genuine  valour  glows  j 

That  thou  art  brave,  let  vanquiih'd  Afric  tell. 

Then  let  thy  pity  o'er  mine  anguifb.  (Well  ;^ 

Ah,  let  my  woes,  unCo^ifcious  of  a  crime^ 

Procure  mine  exile  to  fome  barbarous  clime : 


r 


«nd  wodld  be  glad  to  wander  an  exile  with 
her  babes,  where  her  only  folace  woul4  be 
the  remembrance  of  her  faithful  paffion« 
This  however,  it  appears,  would  not  fuit  the 
taile  of  a  Paris  audience.  On  the  French 
iUge  the  ftern  Roman  heroes  muft  be  polite 
Petit'Maitresj  and  the  tender  Inez  a  bluf- 
tering  amazon.  Lee's  Alexander  cannot 
talk  m  a  higher  rant.  She  not  only  wiihes 
to  die  herlelf,  but  deiires  that  her  children 
and  her  hu(band  Don  Pedro  may  alfo  be  put 
to  death. 

He  bien,  feigneur,  fuivez  vos  barbaret  maximes,^ 
On  vous  am«ne  encor  de  nouvdles  vidlinies, 
Immolez  fiins  remordt,  tt  pour  nous  punirmieui^ 
Ces  gages  d*un  Hymen  fi  coupable  i  vos  yieux. 
lit  ignorent  le  fang,  dont  le  del  lesa  fit  naitre. 
Par  TarreC  de  leur  mort  faltet  let  reconnaitre, 
Confomroez  votre  •uTrage,  et  que  let  memet  coups 
Hejoignent  let  enfant,  ec  la  femme,  ct  Tepoux. 

The  Spaniard  however  has  followed  natuie 
and  Camoens,  and  in  point  of  poetical  me- 
rit his  play  is  in£nitely  fupcrior  to  that  of 
the  Fit^nchman.  Don  Pedro  talks  in  the 
abfence  of  his  mifbeJTs  with  the  beautiful 
ilmplicity  of  an  Arcadian  lover,  and  Inez 
implores^  the  tyrant  with  the  genuine  ten* 
demefs  of  female  affedion  and  delicacy. 
The  reader,  who  is  acquainted  with  the  Spa- 
nifh  tongue  will  thank  me  for  the  following 
cxtraO, 

Ines<,     A  mis  hijos  me  quitais  ? 

Key  Don  Alonfo,  fcnor, 

Porque  me  quereis  qulrar 

La  vida  de  tantas  vezes  ? 

Advertid,  fenor  mirad. 

Que  el  cora9on  a  pcda9os 

DivIBido  me  arancais 
Xtj.    Llcvaldos,  Alvar  Gonzalez* 


htes,    Hijos  mios,  donde  vais  i 

Donde  ya}s  ,&a.  ydc^a  inadke  t-  - 
Palta  en  los  hombres  piedadi 
Adonde  vais  luzea  mais  \ 
Como,  que  affi  me  dexais 
£n  el  mayor  defconfuelo 
En  manos  de  la  cruetdad. 

Y^no  Alfon^     Confuelate  madre  xr^ 

Y  a  Dios  te  puedas  iquedar," ' 

.    Que  vamos  con  nueftro  aboeloi 

Y  no  querA  Kazernas  mal.  - 
/««.     Poffiblc  es,   fenor,  Rey  mioi. 

Padre,  queanH  mc.cemds 
La  puerta  para  el  perdon  ? 


Aora,  fenor,  aora, 
Aora  es  tiempo  de  monftrar    . 
EI  mucho  poder  que  tiene  * 

Vueftra  real  Mageflad. 

•         *         •        • 

Como,  fenor?  vosos  vlus 
Y  a  Alvar  Gonfalez,  y  a  Goelhr 
Inhumanos  me  entregaia  I: 
Hijos,  h\jo8  de  mi  vida, 
Dexad  me  los  abracar ;. 
Alonfo,  mi.vi<}a  hijo, 
Dipnis,  a  ixipres«  tomad* 
Tornad  a  ver  vueilra  madre « 
Pedro  mio,  donde  eflas  * 
Que  anil  te  olvidas  de  mi  ? 
Poffible.cs  que  en  tanto  mal 
Me  f&lta  tu  vi((a»  efpofo  \ 
'Quicn  fe  pudi^ra  avifar 
Del  peligro  en  que  ailjgida 
Dona  Ines  tu  efpofa  e&. 

The  drama,  from  which  idith  cjttraAs  are 
taken,  is  entitled,  Rtynar  d^pua  de  nnrir. 

Give 
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»  ■  •  •  • 

Give  me  to  wandei:  o'er  ^he  burning  plains 

Of  Libya's  defarts,  or  the  wild  domains 

Of  Scythians  fnow-dad  rocks  and  frozen  fliorfe^  • 

There  let  me,  hopelefs  of  return,  deplore  : 

•  •  • 

Where  ghaftly  horror  fills  the  dreary  vale, 

•  <•»        • 
Where  ftirieks  and  bowlings  die  oh  every  gale,; 

The  lions  roaring,  and  the  tygers  yell, 

•  •  ... 

There  with  mine  mfant  race,  confign'd  to  ^iwell,. 
There  let  me  try  that  piety  to  find, 

•  •     •  • 

In  vain  by  Me  implored  from  human  kind : 

There  in  fome  dreary  cavern's  rocky  womb,. 

♦      • 

Amid  the  borrows  of  fepulchral  gloom^. 

For  him  whofe  loVe  I  mourn,  my  love  fhall  ^ow>» 

The  figh  fhall  murmur,  and  the  tear  Ihall  flow ;. 

All  my  fond  wilh,  and  all  my  hope,  to  rear 

Thefe  infant  pledges  of  a  Id^te  fo  deirj 

Amidfl:  my  griefs  a  foothing  glad  empl6y^ 

Amidft  my  fears  a  woful,  hopelefs  joy* 

In  tears  flie  utter'd  —  as  the  frozen  fnow 
Touch'd  by  the  fpring's  mild  ray,  begins  to  flow,. 
So  )ufl  began  to  melt  his  ftubbom  foul 
As  mild-ray 'd  Pity  o'er  the  Tyrant  ftolej. 
But  deftiny  forbade :  with  eager  zeal. 
Again  pretended  for  the  public  weal,, 

Hejr 
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Her  fierce  accufers  urged  her  fpeedy  doom  j 

Again  dark  rage  diffufed  its  horrid  gloom 

O'er  ftem  Alonzo's  brow  :  fwift  at  the  fign,,, 

Their  fwords  unfheathed  arqund  her  brandifh'd  {hine« 

«        s  •  - 

O  foul  difgrace,  of  knighthood  laftmg  ftain, 
By  men  of  arms  an  helplefs  lady  '  flain ! 


Thus  Pyrrhus,  burning  with  unmanly  ire,   • 
FulfiU'd  the  mandate  of  his  furious  fire  j 
Difdainful  of  the  frantic  matron's  prayer. 
On  fair  Polyxena,  her  laft  fond  care, 
He  rufti'dr  his  blade  yet  warm  with  Priam's  gore. 
And  dafh'd  the  daughter  on  the  facred  floors 
While  mildly  fhe  her  raving  mother  eyed, 

Refign'd  her  bofom  to  the  fword,  and  died. 

* 

Thus  Inez,  while  her  eyes  to  heaven  appeal, 
Refigns  her  bofom  to  the  murdering  fteel : 


I  To  give  the  chara£lcr  of  Alphonfo  IV. 
^1  throw  light  on  this  iahoman  tranfafUon. 
He  was  an  imdatiful  Ton,  an  nnnatural  bro- 
ther, and  a  cruel  father ;  a  great  and  for- 
tunate warrior,  diligent  in  the  execution  of 
the  laws,  and  a  Macbaviitart  politician. 
That  good  might  be  attuned  b^  villainous 
means,  was  his  favourite  maxim.  ^  When 
the  enemies  of  Inez  had  perfuaded  him  that 
her  death  was  neceflary  to  the  welfare  of  the 
ftate,  he  took  a  journey  to  Cpimhraf  that 
he  might  fee  the  lady,  when  the  prince  his 
'Ion  was  abfent  on  a  hunting  party.  Donna 
Inez  with  her  children  threw  herfelf  at  his 


feet.  The  long  was  moved  with  the  diA 
trefs  of  the  beautiful  fuppliant,  when  his 
three  counfellors,  Ahvaro  GonfaUx^  Dieg$ 
Lofez  Fackt£Of  and  Pei/ro  Coil/c,  reproach- 
ing him  for  his  difregafd  to  the  Itate,  he 
reupfed  to  his  former  refolution.  She  was 
dragged  from  his  prefencp.  and  brutally 
mur£red  by  the  hands  of  his  three  counfel- 
lors,  who  immediately  returned  to  the  king 
with  their  daggers  reeking  with  the  inno- 
cent blood  ofdit  princefs  hb  daughter-in- 
law.  Alonzo,  fays  La  NeufvilU^  avowed 
the  horrid  afTaffination,  as  if  he  had  done 
nothing  for  which  he  ought  to  be  afhamed. 


That 
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»  •    .      .      . 

That  fiiowy  neck,  whofe  matchlcfs  form  fuftain'd 
The  Ibvelieft  face  where  all  the  Graces  rcign'd, 
Whofe  charms  fo  long  the  gallant  Prince  inflamed. 
That  her  pale  corfb  was  Lifbon's  queen  proclamed. 
That  fnowy  neck  was  itain'd  with  fpouting  gore. 
Another  fword  her  lovely  bofbm  tore. 
The  flowers  that  gliften'd  with  her  tears  bedew'd. 
Now  ihrunk  and  languifli'd  with  her  blood  imbrew'd. 
As  when  a  roie,  ere  while  of  bloom  fo  gay, 
Thrown  from  the  carelefs  virgin's  breaft  away. 
Lies  faded  on  the  plain,  the  living  red. 
The  fnowy  white,  and  all  its  fragrance  fled; 
So  from  her  cheeks  the  rofes  dy'd  away. 
And  pale  in  death  the  beauteous  Inez  lay: 
With  dreadful  finiles,  and  crimfon'd  vdth  her  blood. 
Round  the  wan  vi£lim  the  fl:em  murderers  flood, 
Unmindful  of  the  fure,  though  future  hour. 
Sacred  to  vengeance  and  her  Lover's  power* 


9      * 


O  Sun,  couldfl  thou  fo  foul  a  crime  behold. 
Nor  veil  thine  head  in  dar knefs,  as  of  old 
A  fudden  night  unwonted  horror  cafl 
O'er  that  dire  banquet,  where  the  fire's  repafl 
The  fon's  torn  limbs  Aipplied !  —Yet  you,  ye  vales  I 
Ye  diftant  forefb^  and  ye  flowery  dales ! 

T  When 
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When  pale  and  finking,  to  tl>c  dr^aidful  faJi,. 

You  heard  lier  quivering  lips  on  Pedro  call  1 

Your  faithful  echoes  caught  the  partinf^  found,  ' 

And  Pedro!  P^dro'  mo.uri>fi|lj  (fgK'd ;around,  .      f.     ..  •  . 

Nor  lefs  the  woodTnyinphsK)f  tl^lonflegOLp  .groves  .  /     . , 

Bewail'd  the  memory  of  h,er  hapleis  loves  :    . 

Her  griefs  they  wept,  and  to  a,  ^aiQtive  rill . 

Transform'd  thffir  tears,  v^hi^h  weeps,  and.  murmurs  ftill. 

To  give  immortal  pity  to  her  woe         ;  :^ 

They  taught  the  riv'let  through  her  bowers  to  flow,   , 

And  ftill  through  violet  beds  the, fovn^taiiipoursf  .    •   •      ._ 

Its  "^  plaintive  wailing^  and  i^  named  fAonov^rs. 

Nor  long  her  blobd  for  vengeance  cry'd  in'  vain :  ■ 

Her  gallant  Lord  begins  his  awful  reign. 

In  v^n  her  murderers  for  refuge  fly> 

Spain's  wildeft  hills,  no  plfice  of  reft  fupply; 

The  injur'd  Lover's  and  the  Monarch's  ire. 

And  ftern-brow'd  Juftice  in  their  doom  confpire : 

In  hiffing  flames  they  die,  and  yield  their  fouls  in  '  fire. 


^  At  an  old  royal  caflle  near  Mondego,  Qveen  and  the  Arckblihop  of  Braga  the 
there  is  a  rivulet  called  the  fonntsdn  of  .  PhDce'ietcntfdf  and  the  fejrther  bomrs  of 
^mours.  According  to  tradidon,  it  was  a  dvil  war  were  prevented.  Don  Alonzo 
here  that  Don  Pedro  re£ded  with  hb  bcAcwed .  .was  toe  ocif^  reoctaciled  €K»  his  ibiv  hot  la- 
Inez.  The  fiction  of  Camoens,  foan(ted  on  tx>^u^  by  every  means  to  obCge  him,  and 
the  popular  name  of  the  ^i^volet,  is  in  die  to  efBioe  from  his  memory  the  injury  and.in- 
fpjnt  of  Homer.  ^  (At  he  had  received.    The  Prince,  how-  * 

<  When  the  Prince  was  informed  of  the  ever,  ftill  continued  to  difcov^r  the  fbongeft 

death  of  his  b<rioi«e4  Inec,^  ha  was  tran^  miifcs  of'affe^on  and  grief.    When  he 

ported  into  the  mod  vicrfent  fury.    He  took  fuoceeded  to  the  crown«  one  of  his  firft  a£U 

&rms  again  ft  his  father.     The  cottntcy  be-  '  wasatreanrwichtheKing6fCaftile,wherer 

Cween  the  rivers  Minbo  and  Doura  was  laid  by  each  Monarch  engaged  to  give  up  fuck 

df&rlate,: '  bat  by  the  ihterpoiition  of  the  maWxmtents,  as  ibouU  take  refuge  in  each 

other's 
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Nor  this  alone  his  ftedfaft  foul  difpiay'd  : 
Wide  o^er  the  land  he  waved  the  awful  blade 
Of  red-arm*d  Juftice.    From  the  fliades  of  night 
He  dragg'd  the  foul  adulterer  to  light : 
The  robber  from  his  dark  retreat  was  led, 
And  he,  who  fpilt  the  blood  o£  murder,  bled. 


other's  dominions.    In  Gonfcqoence  of  this, 
Ffiird  Coello  and  Ahvaro  Gon/aUsc^  who,  on 
the  death  of  AUnz9^  had  fkd  to  Caftile, 
were  fcnt  prifoners  to  Don  Pedro*    Diego 
Ptchtco^  the  third  fflurderer»  made  his  eA 
cape.    The  other  two  were  pat  to  death 
with  the  moft  exqnifite  tortides,  and  moil 
joftly  merited,  if  exqnifite  torture  it  in  any 
i|iftance  to  be  allowed.  After  this  the  King, 
Don  Pedro»  furamoned  an  aifembly  of  the 
ftates  at  CantmniJes.    Here,  in  the  prefence 
of  the  Pope's  nuncio,  he  folemnly  more  on 
the.  holy  Gofpels,  that  having  obtained  a 
difpeniktion  firom  Rome^  he  had  iecretly,  at 
BrafanxAt  efpooied  the  Lady  Imx  di  CoJfrOf 
in  me  prefence  of  the  Bifht^  of  Qiuttda^ 
and  of  his  mafter  of  the  wardrobe ;  bodi  of 
whom  confirmed  the  truth  of  the  oaA.  Tlie 
Pope's  Ball,   containing  the  £fpen&tiotf, 
was  publilhed;  the  body  of  Inez  was  lifted 
from  the  grave;  Was  placed  on  a  magnifi- 
cent throne,  and  with  the  pi^pcr  RisgaUa, 
crowned  Queen  of  Portugal,    a*he  nomlity 
ctid  homage  to  her  (keleton,  and  kifiTed  the 
bones  of  her  hand.    The  corps  was  then 
tntered  at  the  royal  monafleiy  of  Alcoba^a^ 
with  a  pomp  before  unknown  in  Portugal, 
and  with  all  the  hononn  due  to  a  Qgeen. 
Her  monument  is  ftill  extant,  where  her 
ftatue  is  adorned  with  the  diadem  and  the 
Yoyal  robe.    This,  with  the  legitimation  of 
her  children,  and  the  care  he  took  of  all 
who  had  been  in  her  fervice,  conibled  him 
in  fome  degree,  and  rendered  him  more 
converfable  than  he  had  hitherto  been ;  but 
the  cloud  which  the  death  of  his  Inez  bnmght 
over  die  natural  cheerfnlneft  of  his  teniper, 
was  never  totally  difberfed.—- — A  drcum- 
Aance  ftrongly  charaoeriftic  of  the  rage  of 
his  refisntment  muft  not  be  omitted.    When 


the  murderers  were  brought  befose  him»  he 
was  fo  tranfported  with  indignation,  that 
he  ftmck  Ftdro  Coelh  feveral  nlows  on  the 
face  with  the  (haft  of  his  whip.  Some 
grave  writers  have  branded  this  action  as 
nnworthy  of  the  Magiftrate  and  the  Hero ; 
Ihofe  who  will,  may  add,  of  th^  Philofopher 
top :  Something  greater  however  belongs  CO 
Don  Pedro :  A  regard  which  we  do  not  feel 
for  any  of  the  three,  will,  in  every  bofom, 
capable  of  genuine  love,  infpire  a  tender 
fympathy  for  the  agonies  of  his  heart,  when 
the  prefence  of  the  inhuman  murderer  pre- 
fented  to  his  ipind  the  horrid  fcene  of  the 
butdiery  of  his  beloved  {poufe. 

The  hnpreflioh  left  on  die  philoifephical 
mind  by  thde  hiftoric^l  fzSts^  will  naturally 
^gg^  fome  refleftions  on  human  nature, 
Eveiy  man  is  proud  of  being  thought  ca^ 
pable  of  Jove ;  and  noiie  mc|re  fothan  thofe 
who  havethe  lescft  title  to  the  name  of  Lover ; 
thofc  whom  the  French  call  Les  hmmes  A 
Gdianteriiff  wjiofe  only  happinefi  is  kt  va- 
riety, and  to  whom  the  greateft  beauty  and 
mentd  accompliihments  lofe  every  charm 
tfier  a  few  months  enjo3rment.    Their  fa- 
tiety  thev  fcruple  not  to  confefs,  but  are  not 
aware,  tnat  in  doing  fo,  they  alfo  confefs^ 
that  the  principle  which  infpired  their  paf- 
fion  was  erofs,  and  felfifti.    To  conftitute  a 
genuine  £ove,  like  that  of  Don  Pedro,  re- 
quires a  noblenefs  and  goodnefs  of  heart, 
totally  incompatible   with  an  ungenerous 
mind.    The  youthful -fever  of  the  veins 
may,  for  a  while,  infpire  an  attachment  to 
a  particular  objeA ;  but  an  affection  fo  un- 
changeable and  iincere  as  that  of  the  Prince 
of  Portugal,  can  only  fpring  from  a  bofom 
poffei&d  of  the  iineft  feelings  and  of  every 
virtue. 


T   2 


Unmoved 
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Unmoved  he  heard  the  proudeft  Noble  plead. 
Where  Juftice  aim'd  her  fword,  with  ftubbom  fpeed 
Fell  the  dire  ftroke.    Nor  cruelty  infpired^ 
Nobleft  humanity  his  bofom  fired. 
The  Caitiff,  ftarting  at  his  thoughts^  repreft 
The  feeds  of  mifrder  fpringing  in  his  bread; 
His  outftretch'd  arm  the  lurking  thief  withhelc^ 
For  fixt  as  fate  he  knew  his  doom  was  feaTd^    . 
Safe  in  his  Monarch's  care  the  Ploughman  toil'd, 
And  force  and  violence  was  far  exiled. 
Pedro  ^  the  juft  the  peopled  towns  prbclaim,.  : 
And  every  field  refounds  her  Monarch's  name. 


.    y  Pedro  the Ju/f'^'^HUbofy  cannot  afford 
an  infbuice  of  any  Prince  who  has  a  more 

fminent  claim  to  the  tide  of  juft  than  Pedro 
.  His  diligence  to  corred  every  abufe  was 
indefatigable^  and  when  guilt  was  proved 
his  juftice  was*  inexorable.  He  was  dread- 
ful to  the  evil.  an4  beloved  by  the  good, 
for  he  zefpe&ea  no  perfons^  and  his  inflexr 
ible  feverity  never  cugrefled  from  the  line  of 
ftnd  juftice.  An  anecdote,  or  two  will  throw 
fome  light  on  his  charadtei;.  A  Prieft  having 
killed  a  Mafon,  the  king  diflembled  his 
knowledge  of  the  crime,  and  left  the  iftue 
to  the  Ecdefiaftical  Court,  where  the  Prieft 
was  puniihed  by  one  year's  fnibenfion  from 
faying  mafs.  The  lung  on  this  privately 
oidered  the  Mafbn's  fon  to  revenge  the  mur* 
der  of  his  father.  .The  young  man  obeyed, 
was  apprehended,  and  condemned  to  deatlu 
When  his  fentence  was  to  be  confirmed  by 
the  king,  Pedro  enouired,  what  was  the 
youne  man's  trade.  He  was  anfwered,  that 
he  followed  his  father's.  Well  then,  faid 
the  king,  I  fhall  commute  his  punifhment. 


and  intenBd'  him  from  meddling  with  ftone 
or  mortar  for  a  twelvemonth.  After  this  he 
fully  efbiblifhed  the  authority  of  the  king's 
courts  over  the  Clergy,  whom  he  puniftied 
with  death  when  their  crimes  were  capital. 
When  folicited  to  refer  the  caufes  of  fuck 
criminals  to  a  higher  tribunal,  he  would  an- 
fwer  very  calmly.  That  »  what  I  intend  to 
do :  I  will  (end  them  to  the  higheft  of 
all  tribunals,  to  that  of  their  Maker  and 
mine.  Againft  Adulterers  he  was  .  parti- 
cularly (evere,  oitei^  declaring  it  .his  opi- 
nion, that  conjugal  infidelity  wa$  the  fource 
of  the  matdl  evils,  and  that  therefore 
to  .reftrain  it  was  the  intereft  and  duty  of 
the  Sovereign.  Though  the  fate  of  his  be- 
loved Inez  chagrined  and  foured  his  temper, 
he  was  fo  far  from  being  naturally  fidlea 
or  paflionate,  that  he  was  rather  of  a  ga^ 
and  fprightly  difpofition,  affable  and  eafy 
of  accefs ;  delighted  in  muiic  and  dancing  ; 
a  lover  of  learning,  was  himfelf  a  man  of 
letters,  and  an  elegant  Poet.  Vide  le 
Clede,  Mariana^  Faria* 


Of 
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Of  this  brave  Prince  the  foft  degenerate  fon,. 
Fernando  the  remifs^  afcends  the  throne. 
With  arm  unnerved  the  liftlefs  foldier  lay 
And  own'd  the  influence  of  a  nervelefs  fway:. 

9 

The  fteoi  Gaftilian  drew  the  vengeful  brand. 
And  ftrode^proud  viftoro'er  the  trembling  land.. 
How  terrible  the  hour,  when  heaven,  in  rage,, 
Thunders  its  vengeance  on. a  guilty  age  1- 
Unmanly  floth  the  King,  the  nation  ftaih'd ; 
And  lewdnefs  fofter'd  by  the  Monarch  reign'd  : 
The  Monarch  own'd  that  firft  of  crimes  unjuft, 
The  wanton  revels  of.  adulteroOs  luft : 
Such  was  his  rage  for  beauteous  *  Leonore, 
Her  from  her  hufbatid's  widow'd  arms  he  tore  : 
Then  with  unbleft,  unhallow'd  nuptials  ft?iin'd: 
The  facred  altar,  and  its  rites  profaned. 
Alas !  the  fplendor  of  a  crown,  how  vain, 
From  heaven's  dread  eye  to  veil  the .  dimmed .  ftain  !- 


*  TJiis  lady,  named  Leon&ra  de  T'flletzi 
was  the  wife  of  Don  yuan  Lcrtnxo  Acupta^ 
a  nobleman  of  one  of  the  moft  diflin- 
guifhed  faviilies  in  Portugal.  After  a  fham 
procefs  this  marriage  was  di^olved,  and  the 
king  privately  efpoufed  to  her,  though  at 
this  time  he  was  poblicly  married  by  proxy 
to  Donna  Leonora  of  Arragon.  A  danger- 
ous infurredlion,  headed  by  one  Velafquezy 
a  taylor,  drove  the  king  and  his  adulterous 
bride  from  Lifbbn.  Soon  after  he  caufed 
'Ms  marriage  to  be  publickly  celebrated  in 


the  province  between  theD^^r^  and  'Mintro. 
Henry. kine  of  Caflile,  being  informed  of 
the  general  difcontent  that  reigned  in  .Pof- 
tugal,  marched  a  formidable  army  into  that 
kingdom^  to  revenge  the  injury  offered  to 
fome  of  his  fubjeiSls,  wbofc  (hips  had  been 
unjnftly  feized  at  LiAon.  I'he  defolation 
hinted  at  by  Camoens  enfued.  After  the 
fubje^  of  lioth  kingdoms  had  feverely  fuf- 
fered,  the  two  kings  ended  the  war,  mudi 
to  their  mutual  fatisfadtion,  by  an  inter* 
fparriage  of  thcii  ballard  children. 


To 
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To  conquering  Greece,  to  ruinM  Troy,  what  woes, 
What  ills  on  ills,  from  Helen's  rape  arofe  ! 
Let  Appius  own,  let  banifti'd  Tarquin  tell 
On  their  hot  rage  what  heavy  vengeance  fell*. 
One  female  ravifti'd  Gibeah's  ftreets  *  beheld. 
O'er  Gibeah's  ftreets  the  blood  of  thoufands  fwcird 
In  vengeance  of  the  crime ;  and  ftreams  of  blood 
The  guilt  of  Zion's  facrcd  bard  ^-  purfued. 

Yet  Love  full  oft  with  wild  delirium  blinds, 
And  fans  his  bafeft  fires  in  nobleft  minds ; 
The  female  garb  the  great  Akides  wore, 
And  for  his  Omphale  the  diftaff  ""  bore* 
For  Cleopatra's  fmiles  the  world  was  loft : 
The  Roman  terror,  and  the  Punic  boaft, 
Canna&'s  great  viftor,  for  a  harlot's  fmile,' 
Refign'd  the  harveft  of  his  glorious  toil. 
And  who  can  boaft  he  never  felt  the  fires, 
The  trembling  throbbings  of  the  young  defires. 
When  he  beheld  the  breathing  rofes  glow, 
And  the  foft  heavings  of  the  living,  fnow  ; 
The  waving  ringlets  of  the  auburn  hair, 
And  all  the  rapturous  graces  of  the  Fair  ! 


»  Jodgetfy  chap.  xix.  and  jrtc.  Ihall  never  depart  fiom^neliflfufe.^ 

^  z  Samnely  c^p.  iii.  to.  **  Tbe  fword  ^  Aki^km  Iomm  mre  cpi^t  amor*   Ovid. 
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Oh  !  what  defence,  if  fixt  on  him,  he  fpy 
The  languid  fweetnefs  of  the  ftedfaft  eye } 
Ye  who  have  felt  the  dear  luxurious  finart. 
When  angel  charms  opprefs  the  powerlefs  heart, 
In  pity  here  relent  the  brow  fevere. 
And  o'er  Femando's  weaknefs  diop  the  tear. 


Td  Gondjide  tke  notes  on  this  book«  it 
-n^y  not  be  unneceflary  to  obferve*  that  Ca- 
moens,  in  this  Epifode,  has  happily  ad« 
hered  to  a  principal  rule  of  the  Epopea. 
To  paint  the  manners  and  charaders  of  the 
age  in  which  the  ad^ion  i&  placed,  is  as  re- 
quifite  in  the  Epic  Poem,  as  it  is  to  pxeferve 
the  nnity  of  the  charader  of  an  Individnal* 
That  gallantry  of  bravery  and  romantic  caft 
of  the  military  adventures,  which  charac- 
terifed  the  Spaniards  and  Portuguefe  during 
the  Mooriih  wars,  is  happily  fupported  by 
Camoens  in  its  moft  juft  and  ftriking  co- 
lows.    In  hiiiory  we  ^nd  forprifing  vic- 


tories obtsdned  over  the  Infidels:  In  the 
Lttfiad  we  find  the  heroes  breathing  that 
enthufiafm  which  led  them  to  conqueft,  that 
enthnfiafm  pf  military  honours  fo  ftrongly 
exprefled  by  Alonzo  V.  of  Portugal,  at  the 
feige  of  ArzJla,  In  ftorming  the  citadel, 
the  Count  de  Marialva,  a  brave  old  officer, 
loft  his  life.  The  King  leadinc;  his  only 
fon,  the  Prince  Don  Juan,  to  me  body  of 
the  Count,  while  the  blood  yet  ftreamed 
from  hb  wounds;  **  Behold,  he  criecl, 
that  great  man !  May  God  grant  you,  my 
fon,  to  imitate  his  virtues.  May  your  ho- 
nour, like  his,  be  complete  !'* 


END    OF    THE    THIRD    BOOK. 
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AS  thie  toft  veiTel  on  the  ocean  rowls^ 
When  dark  the  night,  and  loud  the  tempeft  howls, 
• « 

When  the  lorn  mariner  in  every  wave 
That  breaks  and  gleams,  forbodes  his  watery  grave ; 
But  when  the  dawn,  all  (ilent  and  ferene^ 
With  foft^paced  ray  difpels  the  (hades  obfcene. 
With  grateful  tranfport  fpaxkling  in  each  eye» 
The  joyful  crew  the  port  of  fafety  fpy  % 
Such  darkling  tempefts  and  portended  fate. 
While  weak  Fernando  lived,  appalFd  the  ftate ; 
Such  when  he  dy'd,  the  peaceful  morning  rofc, 

« 

The  dawn  of  joy,  and  footh'd  the  public  woes. 

U  As 
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As  blazing  glorious  o'er  the  {hades  of  night, 

iftright  in  his  eaft  breaks  forth  the  Lord  of  light* 

So  valiant  John  with  dazzling  blaze  appears. 

And  from  the  duft  his  drooping  nation  rears. 

Though  fprung  from  youthful  Paffion's  wanton  loves. 

Great  Pedro's  foa  in  noble  foul  he  proves  j 

And  heaven  announced  him  king  by  right  divin*, 

A  cradled  infant  gave  the  wondrous  '  fign. 

Her  tongue  had  never  lifp'd  the  mother's  name» 

No  word,  no  mimic  found  her  lips  could  frame. 

When  heaven  the  miracle  of  fpeech  infpired  5 

She  raifed  her  little  hands,  with  rapture  fired. 

Let  Portugal,  {he  cried,  with  joy  proclaim 

The  brave  Don  John,  and  own  her  monarch's  name* 


The  burning  fever  of  domeftic  rage 
Now  wildly  raved,  and  marked  the  barbarous  age ; 


■  jt  €rad!eJ  in/ant  ganft  the  nvMJreuf 

fgn No  circamftance  has^ever  been  more 

rKliculed  by  the  ancient  and  modern  pe- 
dants than  Alexander's  preteniions  to  di-> 
vinity.  Some  of  his  courtiers  expofhi- 
fating  with  him  one  day  on  the  abfur- 
diiy  of  fuch  claim,  he  replied^  "  I  know 
•*  the  truth  of  what  you  fay,  biit  thefe," 
(pointing  to  a  croud  of  Perftans)  **  thefe 
•*  know  no  better."  The  report  that  the 
Grecian  army  was  commanded  by  a  fon  of 
Jupiter  (pread  terror  through  the  Eaft,  and 
j^reatly  facilitated  the  operations  of  the 
Conqueror.  The  miraculous  fpeech  of  the 
iifant,  attcfted  by  a  few  monks,  was 
adapted  to  the  faperftition  of  the  age  of 


John  I.  and  as  he  was  a  baftard,  was  of  ui* 
finite  fervice  to  his  caufe.  The  pretended 
fadl  however  is  difierently  related.  By  ibme 
thus :  When  Don  John,  then  regent  of 
Portugal,  was  going  to  Coimbra,  to  af- 
fift  at  an  aflembly  of  the  ftates,  at  a 
little  dilbince  from  the  city  he  was  met  by 
a  great  number  of  children  riding  upoa 
fticks,  who  no  fooner  faw  him  than  d&ey 
cried  out,  "  BlefTed  be  Don  John  king  of 
'*  Portugal ;  the  king  is  coming,  Don 
••  John  (hall  be  king."  ^  Whether  this 
was  owing  to  art  or  accident,  it  had  a 
great  effefl.  At  the  aifembly  the  regent 
was  eledled  king. 

Through 
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Through  every  rank  the  headlong  fiiry  ran, 

And  firft  red  flaughter  in  the  court  began. 

Of  fpoufal  vows  and  widow'd  bed  defiled. 

Loud  fame  the  i)eauteous  Leanore  reviled. 

The  adulterous  noble  in  her  prefence  bled, 

And  torn  with  wounds  his  numerous  friends  lay  dead. 

No  more  thofe  ghaftly  deathful  nights  amaze. 

When  Rome  wept  tears  of  blood  in  Scylla's  days  3 

More  horrid  deeds  Ulyfles'  towers  beheld : 

Each  ci-uel  breaft  where  rankling  envy  fwell'd, 

Accufed  his  foe  as  minion  of  the  queen  j 

Accufed,  and  murder  clofed  the  dreary  fcene. 

All  holy  tics  the  frantic  tranfport  braved, 

Nor  facred  priefthood  nor  the  altar  faved. 

Thrown  from  a  tower,  like  Heftor's  fon  of  yore. 

The  mitred  **  head  was  dafh'd  with  brains  and  gore. 

Ghaftly  with  fcenes  of  death,  and  mangled  limbs. 

And  black  with  clotted  blood  each  pavement  fwims. 


With  all  the  fiercenefs  of  the  female  ire. 
When  rage  and  grief  to  tear  the  breaft  confpire. 


.  ^  Tht  mitred  beaii. Don  Martiny  bl-  idm,   as  of   the  queen's  party<    He  was 

Ihop  of  Liibon,   a  man  of  an  exenplary  throvm  from  the  tower  of  his  own  cathc* 

life.    He  was  by  birth  a  CafUlian>  which  dral,  whither  he  had  fled  to  avoid  the  fo^ 

w^9»  efteemed  a  fuffident  reafon  to  mOrder  pular  fary. 
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The  queen  beheld  her  power,  her  hQnQ\;irs  '  loftj, 
And  ever  when  fhe  flept  th*  adulterer's  ghoft. 
All  pale,   and  pointing  at  his  Uoody  (hroud^ 
Scem'd  ever  for  revenge  tQ  Tcreara  aloud. 


CafteeVs  proud  monarch  to  the  nuptial  bed 
In  happier  days  her  royal  daughter  led. 
To  him  the  furious  queen  for  vengeance  cries. 
Implores  to  vindicate  his  lawful  prize> 


^  9*he  queen  beheld  hep  pow$r^  her  h^Murs 
/^— PoiTefied  of  great  beauty  acnd  great 
abilities,  this  bad  woman  was  t  di^^nicft  ta 
her  (ex,  and  a  curfe  to  the  age  and  country 
which  gave  her  birth.  Hor  fifter,  Donna 
Maria,  a  lady  of  unblemiihed  virtue,  had 
been  (ecretly  married  to  the  iafaRt  Don 
Juan,  the  king's  brother,  who  was  paffion- 
atcly  attached  to  her^  Donna  Maria  had 
formerly  endeavoured  to  diiTuade  her  filler 
from  the  adulterous  marriage,  with  thff 
king.  In  revenge  of  this,  the  queen  Leo- 
nora perfu^ded  Don  Juan  that  her  fifler  wai 
unfaithful  to  his  bed«  The  enraged  huf- 
band  hailed  to  hi^  wife,  and  without  en- 
quiry or  expofhilation»  fays  Mariana^  dis- 
patched her  with  two  ftrokes  of  his  dagger. 
He  was  afterwards  convinced  of  her  inno^ 
cence.  Having  facrificed  her  honour  and 
her  firft  hulband  to  a  king,  fays  Faria^ 
Leonora  feon  facrificed  that  king  to  a 
wicked  gallant,  a  CafUlian  noblemaa, 
named  Don  Juan  femundex  de  Andeyrn* 
An  unju(b  war  with  CafiiU^  wherein « the. 
the  Portuguofe  were  defeated  by  fea  and 
land,  was  the  firft  fruits  ^of  the  policy  of 
the  new  favourite.  Andeyro  one  day  being 
in  a  great  fweat  by  fome  military  exercife, 
the  queen  tore  her  veil,  and  publicly  gave ' 
it  hiw  to  wipe  his  focc.  The  grand  mafter 
of  A^is^  the  king's  baftard  brother^  after- 
wards John  I.  and  fome  others,  expoftU'* 
iated  with  her  on  the  indecency  of  this  be- 
haviourr  She  difTcmbled  lier  refentment, 
buc'luoii  after  they  were  fcized  and  Gomaiit'- 


ted  to  th«  calU»  of  £v«rtf,  wheieai ibifei 
order  for  their  execution  was  fent ;  but  the 
g^yemor  fHifpoMfig  ftne  fiwd,  ikcw^d  k 
to  tne  king.  Yet  inch  was  her  afcendency 
#ver  Foinand^y  that  thoosh  cottviaccd  of 
her  guilt,  he  ordered  his  brother  to  kifs 
th«qiieeii*a  hand,  and  thaak  her  for  hU 
life.  Soon  after  Fernando  died,  but  noit 
tin  he  was  fully  convinced  of  the  qoeen's 
conjugal  infidelity,  and  had  given  an  order 
for  Ihf  aifaffination  of  the  gallant.  Not 
long  aftef  the  death  of  the  kins,  the  Ikvoii- 
rite  Andeyro  was  ftabbed  in  the  palace  by 
the  gf;uid  m'after  of  Aniis^  and  D«a  Ruj  de 
Pereyra.  The  qneeo  exprefied  all  the  tran- 
fport  of  «ief  and  raea,  and  deckved  ibe 
would  undergo  the  trial  ordeal  in  vindica- 
tion of  hU  and  her  innocence.  Bac  tlus 
fhe  never  perfon^ed  :  in  her  vows  of  re- 
venge, however,  (he  was  more  punAaal. 
Don  Juan  king  of  Caftile,  who  had  mar- 
ried her  only  daughter  and  heirefis,  at  her 
earned  entreaties  invaded  PcM-tvgal,  and  was 
proclaimed  king.  Don  John,  grand  mafter 
of  Anjis^  was  peoclaimed  by  the  people 
prote^or  and  regent.  A  defperate  war  en- 
fued.  Queen  L)eonora,  treated  with  indif- 
ference by  her  daughter  and  (bn-in-lawy 
refolved  on  the  murder  of  the  latter,  boC 
the  plot  was  difcovered«  and  ihe  was  kmt 
prifoner  to  Caftile.  The  regent  wa»  be- 
uegedin  Liibon,  and  the  city  reduced  t^the 
utmoft  extremities,  when  an  epidemical  dif- 
temper  broke  ^t  in  the  Caftilian  army,  and 
made  fuch  devaftation  that  the  king  fud* 

dctily 
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The  Lufian  fceptret  ki$  by  rpoufal  right  j 
The  proud  Caftili^R  arms  «nd  dares  the  fi^t. 
To  join  his  ftandard  as  it  waves  al<:^ng» 
The  warlike  troops  from  various  regions  throng : 
Thofe  who  pofiefs  the  lands  by  Rodriek  *  given, 
What  time  the  Moor  from  Turia's  banks  was  driven ; 
That  race  who  joyful  fmilc  at  war's  alarms. 
And  fcorn  each  danger  that  attends  on  arms ;, 


denty  raifed  the  fiege,  and  abandoned  his 
views  in  Portugal.  The  happy  inhaUtaaii 
afcribed  their  deliverance  to  the  valour  and 
vigilance  of  the. regent.  The  legenc  re- 
proved their  ardour,  exhorted  them  to  re- 
pair to  their  churches,  and  return  thanks 
to  God»  to  whofe  interpofition  he  folely 
afcribed  their  .fafety.  This  behaviour  in- 
creafed  the  admiration  of  the  people,  the 
nobility  of  the  firft  rank  joined  the  regent's 
party,  and  many  garrifons  in  the  intereft  of 
the  icing  of  Caftile  opened  their  gates  to 
him.  An  alfembly  of  the  ftates  met  at 
Coimbra,  where  it  was  propofed  to  invefi 
the  regent  with  the  regal  dignity.  This 
he  pretended  to  decline.  Don  John,  fon 
of  Pedro  the  Juft,  and  the  beautiful  Inez 
de  Caftro,  was  by  the -people  efteemed  their 
lawful  fovereign,  but  was,  and  had  been 
Ion?  detained  a  prifoner  bv  the  king  of 
CaSile.  If  the  dates  would  declare  the 
infant  Don  John  their  king,  the  regent 
profelTed  his  willingnefs  to  fwear  allegiance 
to  him,  that  he  would  continue  to  expofe 
himfelf  to  every  danger,  and  ad  as  regent, 
till  providence  reftored  to  Portugal  her  law- 
ful fovereign.  The  ftates  however  faw  the 
neceffity  that  the  nation  (hould  have  an 
head.  The  regent  was  unanimou/ly  elected 
king,  and  fome  articles  in  favour  of  liberty 
were  added  to  thofe  agreed  upon  at  the 
coronation  of  Don  Alonz^  Eartqjuxt  the 
iiril  king  of  Portugal. 

Don  John  I.  one  of  the  greateft  of  the 
Portuguefe  monarchs,  was  the  natural  ion 


of  Pedro  the  Jufl,  by  Donna  Tere/a  Loren%a^ 
a  Gaiidan  lady,  and  bom  ibnae  years  afoer 
the  death  of  Inez.  At  (even  years  of  age 
he  was  made  grand  mailer  of  A^ns^  where 
he  received  an  excellent  education,  which 
joined  to  his  great  parts,  produced  him-' 
early  on  the  political  theatre.  He.  was  a 
brave  commander,  and  a  deep  politictan, 
ytt  never  forfeited  the  character  of  candour 
and  honour.  To  be  humble  to  his  friends,, 
and  haughty  to  his  enemies,  was  his  leading 
maxim.  His  prudence  gained  him  the  con- 
fidence of  the  wife,  his  fteadinefs  and  gra- 
titude the  friendship  of  the  brave ;  hb  li- 
berality the  bulk  of  die  people.  He  .was  in 
the  twenty-feventh  year  of  his  age  when 
declared  jMTKedor,  and  in  thfi  twenty>-eig)ith 
when  proclaimed  king. 

The  following  anecdote  is  much  to  the 
honour  of  this  prince  when  regent.  A  Caf- 
tilian  officer  having  fix  Portujguefe  eentle- 
men  prifoners,  cut  off  their  nofes  and  nands, 
and  lent  them  to  Don  John.  Highly  in* 
cenfed,  the  protestor  commanded  fix  Caf- 
tilian  gentlemen  to  be  treated  in  the  fame 
manner.  But  before  the  officer,  to  whom 
he  gave  the  orders,  had  quitted  the  room, 
he  relenteda  *'  I  have  given  enough  to 
"  refentment,  (aid  he,  in  gjiving  fuch  a 
''  command.  It  were  infamous  to  put  it 
*'  in  execution.  See  that  the  Caflilian  pri- 
•*  foncfSKcciveno  harm." 

*  h  RodrUk  gi'uen  —  The  celebrated 

hero  of  CorneiUe's  tragedy  of  the  Cid. 

Whofe 
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Whofe  crooked  ploughfhares  Leon's  uplands  tear. 
Now  cafed  in  ftecl  m  glittering  arms  appear, 
Thofe  arms  erewhile  fo  dreadful  to  the  Moor : 
The  Vandals  glorying  in  their  might  of  yore 
March  on  -,  their  helms  and  moving  lances  gleam 
Along  the  flowery  vales  of  Betis'  ftrcam : 
Nor  ftaid  the  Tyrian  iflanders  behind, 
On  whofe  proud  enligns  floating  on  the  ^  wind 
Alcides'  pillars  tower'd  :  Nor  wonted  fear 
Withheld  the  bafe  Galician's  fordid  fpear ; 
Though  fl:ill  his  crimfon  feamy  fears  rev-eal 
The  fure-aim'd  vengeance  of  the  Luflan  fl:eeL 
Where  tumbling  down  Cuenca's  mountain  fide 
The  murmuring  Tagus  rolls  his  foamy  tide. 
Along  Toledo's  lawns,  the  pride  of  Spain, 
Toledo's  warriors  join  the  martial  train : 
Nor  lefs  the  furious  luft  of  war  infpires 
The  Bifcaynfeer,  and  wakes  his  barbarous  fires. 
Which  ever  burn  for  vengeance,  if  the  tongue 
Of  haplefs  ftranger  give  the  fancy'd  wrong. 
Nor  bold  Afturia,  nor  Guifpufcoa's  {hore. 
Famed  for  their  fteely  wealth,  and  iron  ore, 
Delay'd  their  vaunting  fquadrons;  o'er  the  dales 
Cafed  in  their  native  fl:eel,  and  belted  mails. 


^  Ca4i2 ;  of  old  a  Phoenician  colony. 


Blue 


Book  IV.  THE        L    U    S    I   A,D.  151 

Blue  gleaming  from  afar  they  march  along. 
And  join  with  many  a  fpear  the  warlike  throng. 
And  thus,  wide  fwceping  o*er  the  trembling  coaft. 
The  proud  Caftilian  leads  his  numerous  hoft  s 
The  valiant  John  for  brave  defence  prepares. 
And  in  himfelf  coUefted  greatly  dares  : 
For  fuch  high  valour  in  his  bofom  glowed. 
As  Samfon's  locks  by  miracle  beftow'd ; 
Safe  in  himfelf  refolved  the  hero  ftands. 
Yet  calls  the  leaders  of  his  anxious  bands : 
The  council  fummon'd,  fome  with  prudent  mien. 
And  words  of  grave  advice  their  terrors  fcreen. 
By  floth  debafed,  no  more  the  ancient  fire 
Of  patriot  loyalty  can  now  infpire  i 
And  each  pale  lip  fecm'd  opening  to  declare 
For  tame  fubmiffion,  and  to  fhun  the  war ; 
When  glorious  Nunio,  ftarting  from  his  feat, 
Claim'd  every  eye,  and  clofed  the  cold  debate  : 
Singling  his  brothers  from  the  daftard  train. 
His  rowling  looks,  that  flafli'd  with  ftern  difdain,. 
On  them  he  fixt,  then  Ihatch'd  his  hilt  in  ire. 
While  his  bold  fpeech  bcwray'd  the  foldier's  fire,. 
Bold  and  unpblifti'd;  while  his  burning  «  eyes. 
Seeai'd  as  he  dared  the  ocean,  earth,  and  fkies.. 

«  This  fpeech  in  the  original  has  been  it  is  hoped,  will  perceive  that  the  Tr^n/Ta^ 
moch  admired  by  the  foreign  critics,  as  a  tor  has  endeavoured  to  fuppoxt  the  cha^ 
model  ©f  military  eloquence.    The  aitic,       rafter  of  the  Speaker* 

Heavens ! 
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Heavens !  fliall  the  Lufiaa  nobles  tamely  yield! 
Oh  ftiame !  and  yield  untryM  Ae  martial  field  I 
That  land  whofe  genius,  as  the  God  of  war, 
Was  own'd,  where'er  approach'd  her  thundering  car  $ 
Shall  now  her  fons  their  faith,  their  love  deny. 
And,  while  their  country  finks,  ignobly  fly ! 
Ye  timorous  herd,  are  you  the  genuine  line 
Of  thofe  illuftrious  fhades,  whofe  rage  divine. 
Beneath  great  Henry's  ftandards  awed  the  foe, 
For  whom  you  tremble  and  would  ftoop  fo  low ! 
That  foe,  who,  boaftful  now,  then  bafely  fled. 
When  your  undaunted  fires  the  herp  led, 
When  feven  bold  Earli  in  chains  the  fpoil  adorn'd. 
And  proud  Cafteel  through  all  her  kindreds*  mourn'd, 
Cafteel,  your  awful  dread-— yet,  confeious,  lay. 
When  Diniz  reign'd,  when  his  bold  fon  bore  fway. 
By  whom  were  trodden  down  the  braveft  bands 
That  ever  march*d  from  proud  Caftilia's  lands  ? 
'Twas  your  brave  fires  —  and  has  one  languid  reign 
Fix'd  in  your  tainted- fouls  fo  deep  a  ftain, 
That  now  degenerate  from  your  noble  fircs» 
The  lad  dim  fpark  of  Lufian  flame  expires  ? 
Though  weak  Fernando  reign'd  in  war  unikill*d, 
A  godlike  king  now  calls  you  to  the  field. 
Oh  !  could  like  his  your  mounting  valour  glow. 
Vain  were  the  tlireatnings  of  the  vaunting  foe. 

Not 
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Not  proud  Cafteel^  oft  by  your  fires  o'crthrown, 
But  every  land  your  dauntlefs  rage  fhould  own. 
Still  if  your  hands  benumb'd  by  female  fear. 
Shun  the  bold  war^  hark !  on  my  fword  I  fwear» 
Myfelf  alone  the  dreadful  war  fhall  wage, 
Mine  be  the  fight — and  trembling  with  the  rage 
Of  valorous  fire,  his  hand  half-drawn  difplay*d 
The  awful  terror  of  his  fhining  blade  — i 
I  and  my  vaflals  dare  the  dreadful  fhock ; 
My  flioulders  never  to  a  foreign  yoke 
Shall  bend }  and  by  my  Sovereign's  wrath  I  vow. 
And  by  that  loyal  faith  renounced  by  you. 
My  native  land  unconquer'd  fhall  remain. 
And  all  my  Monarch's  foes  fhall  heap  the  plain. 

The  hero  paufed — 'Twas  thus  the  youth  of  Rome, 
The  trembling  few  who  Tcaped  the  bloody  doom 
That  dy'd  with  flaughter  Cannae's  purple  field, 
AfTembled  flood,  and  bow'd  their  necks  to  yield ; 
When  nobly  rifing  with  a  like  difdain 
The  young  Cornelius  raged,  nor  raged  in  **  vain ; 


^  This  was  the  famous  P.  Corn.  Scipio 
Africanus.  The  faft*  ibmewhat  difierently 
related  by  Livy,  is  this.  After  the  defeat 
at  Canns,  a  coniiderable  body  of  Romans 
fled  to  Canufinm',  and  appointed  Scipio  and 
Ap.  Clandius  Uieir  commanders.  While 
they  renudned  there,  it  was  told  Scipio* 
that  fomc  of  his  chief  officers,  at  the  head 
ef  whom  was  Caecilius  Metellus,  were  taking 
meafures  to  tranfport  themfelves  oat^of  Italy. 
He  went  immediately  to  their  aflembly; 


and  drawing  his  fword»  faid,  I/wear  that 
I  wiiinot  deftrt  the  Cemmonwtalth  •/ Rome^ 
nor  fvfftr  amy  •tbtr  citizen  /•  ^«  iV.  The 
fame  oath  I  require  of  you^  CaciliuSf  and  of 
all  prefent ;  nuhoe'ver  refufes^  let  him  kno-w 
that  this  f'word  is  draswn  againft  him.  The 
Hiitorian  adds*  that  they  were  as  terrified  by 
this,  as  if  they  had  beheld  the  face  of  their 
conqueror  Hannibal.  They  all  fwore,  and 
fttbmitted  themfelves  to  Scipio*  Vid.  Liv. 
B.  22.  C.  53. 

X  On 
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On  his  dread  fword  his  daunted  peers  he  {Wotq 

I 

(The  reeking  blade  yet  black  with  Punic  gore) 

While  life  remain'd  their  arms  foil  Rome  to  wield; 

And  but  with  life  their  conquer'd  arms  to  yield. 

Such  martial  rage  brave  Nunio*s  mien  infpir^; 

Fear  was  no  more :  with  rapturous  ardour  fired,.  ^ 

To  horfe,  to  horfe,  the  gallant  Lufians  cry'd ;. 

Rattled  the  belted  mails  on  every  fide, 

The  fpear-ftafF  trembled ;  h)und  their  heads  they  waved 

Their  Ihining  faulchions,  and  in  tranfport  raved, 

The  King  our  guardian — rloud  their  fliouts  rebound. 

And  the  fierce  commons  ecchoe  back  the  found. 

The  mails  that  long  in  rufting  peace  had  hung, 

Now  on  the  hammer'd  anvils  hoarfely  rung : 

Some  foft  with  wool  the  plumy  helmets  line. 

And  fome  the  breaft-plate's  fcaly  belts  entwine  i 

The  gaudy  mantles  fome,  and  fcarfs  prepare. 

Where  various  lightfome  colours  gaily  flare  y 

And  golden  tiflue,  with  the  warp  en  wove, 

Difplays  the  emblems  of  their  youthful  love. 

The  valiant  John,  begirt  with  warlike  ftate,. 
Now  leads  his  bands  from  fair  Abrantes*  gatej. 
Whofe  lawns  o(  green  the  infant  Tagus  laves,. 
As  from  his  fpring  he  rolls  his  cooly  waves. 

The 
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The  daring  van  in  Nunio's  care  could ^boaft 
A  general  worthy  of  th'  unnumbered  lioft, 
Whofe  gaudy  banners  trembling  Greece  defy'd. 
When  boaftful  Xerxes  laih'vd  the  Seftian  tide :  . 
Nunio,  to  proud  Gafteel  as  dread  a  name-, 

« 

As  erft  to  Gaul  and  Italy  the  fame 

Of  Attila's  impending  rage.    The  right  ' 

Brave  Roderic  led,  a  Chieftain  traia*d  in  fight : 

Before  the  left  the  bold  Almada  rode. 

And  proudly  waving  o'er  the  center  nod 

The  royal  cnfigns^  glitteriog  from  afar. 

Where  godlike  John  infpires  apd  k^^s.the  war. 


^S7 


'Twas  now  the  time,  .when  from  the  ftubbly  plain 
The  labouring  hinds  had  borne  the  yellow  grain  i 
The  purple  vintage  heapt  the  foamy  tun, 
And  fierce  and  red  the  fun  of  Auguft  ihone  ^ 
When  from  the  gate  the  fquadrons  march  along : 
Crowds  prefl:  on  crowds,  the  walls  and  ramparts  throng  : 
Here  the  fad  mother  rends  her  hoary  hair. 
While  hope's  fond  whifpors  ftruggle  with  defpair : 
The  weeping  fpoufe  to  heaven  extends  her  hands: 
And  cold  with  dread  the  modeft  virgin  (lands. 
Her  earned  eyes,  fuflfufed  with  trembling  dew. 

Far  o'er  the  plain  the  plighted  youth  purfuc : 

,  -• 

X   2 


And 
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And  prayers  and  tears  and  all  the  female  wail. 
And  holy  vows  the  throne  of  heaven  afTaiL 


Now  each  ftern  hoft  full  front  to  front  appears, 
And  one  joint  ftiout  heaven's  airy  concave  tears : 
A  dreadful  paufe  enfues,  while  confcioUs  pride 
Strives  on  each  face  the  heart-felt  doubt  to  hide. 
Now  wild  and  pale  the  boldefl  face  is  feen ; 
With  mouth  half  open  and  difordered  mien 
Each  warrior  feels  his  creeping  blood  to  freeze. 
And  languid  weaknefs  trembles  in  the  knees. 
And  now  the  clangor  of  the  trumpet  founds, 
And  the  rough  rattling  of  the  drum  rebounds  : 
The  fife's  flirill  whittling  cuts  the  gale,  on  high 
The  flourifti'd  enfigns  fliine  with  many  a  dye 
Of  blazing  fplendor :  *o'er  the  ground  they  wheel 
And  chufe  their  footing,  when  the  proud  Cafteel 
Bids  found  the  horrid  charge  j  loud  burfts  the  found, 
And  loud  Artabro's  rocky  cliffs  rebound : 
The  thundering  roar  rolls  round  on  eveiy  fide. 
And  trembling  finks  Guidana's  rapid  tide ; 
The  flow-paced  Durius  nifties  o'er  the  plain, 
And  fearful  Tagus  haftens  to  the  main : 
Such  was  the  tcmpeft  of  the  dread  alarms, 
The  babes  that  prattled  in  their  nurfes'  arms 

Shriek'd 
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Shriek'd  at  the  found ;  with  fudden  cold  impreft. 
The  mothers  ftrfiin^d  their  infants  to  the  breaft, 
And  fhook  with  horror  —  now,  far  round,  begin 
The  bow  firings  whizzing,  and  the  |»razen  ^  din. 
Of  arms  on  armour  rattling ;  either  van 
Are  mingled  now,  and  man  oppofed  to  man : 
To  guard  his  native  fields  thf  one  infpires. 
And  one  the  raging  luft  of  qonqueft  fires : 
Now  with  fixt  teeth,  their  writhing  lips  of  blue. 
Their  eye-balls  glaring  of  the  purple  hue. 
Each  arm  ftrains  fwifteft  to  impell  the  blow  j 
Nor  wounds  they  value  now,  nor  fear  they  know. 
Their  only  paffion  to  offend  the  foe. 
In  might  and  fury,,  like  0ie  warrior  God, 
Before  his^  troops  the  glorious  Nunio  rode  : 
That  land,  the  proud  invaders  claim'd,  he  fows 
With  their  fpilt  blood,  and  with  their  corfes  ftrews  ; 
Their  forceful  volleys  now  the  crofs  bows  pour, 

The  clouds  are  darkened  with  the  arrowy  fhower ; 

■    ,  -       • 

The  white  foam  reeking  o'er  their  wavy  mane, 
The  fnorting  courfers  rage  and  paw  the  plain  j 


^S9 


'  Homer  and  Virgil  have,  with  great  art, 
gradoalty  heightened  the'  fury  of'  every  bat- 
tle,  till  the  lail  eForts  of  their  genius  were 
lavifhed  in  defcribing  the  fuperior  prowefs 
of  the  Hero  in  the  decifive  engagement. 
Camo^Sy  in  like  manner,  has  benowed  his 
ucmoft  attention  oa  this  his  principal  battte. 


* 

The  drcmnftances  preparatory  to  the  en- 
eagtbncnt  are  happily  imagined*  and  fo- 
Jemnly  conduded,  and  the  fury  of  the  com- 
bat is  fupported  with  a  poetical  heat,  and  a 
variety  of  imagery,  which,  one  need  not 
hefitate  to  affirm,  would  do  honour  to  an 
ancient  daffic 

Beat 


i6o 


T   H   E        L.  tJ    SI   A   b. 


Bbbic'lVl 


Beat  by  their  iron  hoofs,  the  plain  rebounds. 

As  diftant  thurider  through  the  moutitaihs  founds  : 

,     .  -  ... 

The  ponderous  fpfears  cralh,  fpHntenrig  faf  ^fbUnd; ' 
The  horfe  and  horfemeh  flounder  oil  the  ground ; 
The  ground  groans  with  the  fudden  weight  o^preft, 
And  many  a  buckler  ring^  on  many  a  creft.    ' 
Where  wide  around  the  raging  Niinio's  IWoi'd' 
With  furious  fvsray  tiie  braveft  fqukdron^  gored. 
The  raging  foes  in  dofet'  ranks  advance, 
And  his  own  brothers  ftiake  the  hoftile  '  lance,- 
Oh  »  horrid  fight!  yet  not  tke  ties  of  blbod/ 
Nor  yearning  memory  his  rage  withftood  i 
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*  Andhii  own  brothers  Jhake  the  hoftile 
lance — The  juft  Indignation  with  which  Ca- 
inoens  treats  the  tdn£^  of  tfte  brare  Nuhm  ' 
Al'varo  de  Pereyra^  is  condemned  by  the 
French  Tranflator.  "  Dans  li  fond^  lays 
he.  Us  Perejras  ne  meritoient  aucune  JUtrtf-' 
fure^  &c.— The  Pereyras  deferve  no  fbdh 
on  their  memory  for  joining  the  tdng  of 
CafHle,  whofe  title  to  ^e  crown  of.  Portngal 
was  infinitely  more  jail  and  folid  than  that 
of  Don  John."  Cafteray  hqwdi^ry-is  groT^y 
miftaken.  Don  Alonxo  'Enrique^y  the  fiiil 
king  of  Portugal,  was  eleded  by  the  peo- 
ple, who  had  recovered  their  liberties  at  the 
glorious  battle  of  Ooriqae.  At  the  dedtion 
the  conilitution  of  the  kingdom  was  fettled 
in  eighteen  fhort  ftatutes,  wherein  it  is  ex- 
prefsly  provided,  that  none  but  a  Portugaefe 
can  be  king  of  Portugal ;  that  if  am  ia^< 
fanta  marry  a  foreign  Prince,  he  ihall  not» 
in  her  right,  become  king'  of  Foxtngal,  and 
a  new  eledtion  of  a  king,  in  cafe  of  the 
ftiilure  of  the  male  line,  is  by  thefe  flatutea 
fuppofed  legal.  By  the  treaty  of  marriage 
between  the  king  of  CaRile  and  Donna 
Beatrix^  the  heirefs  of  Fernando  of  Portu- 
gal, it  was  agreed,  that  only  their  children 


fliould  fiicceed  fo'  die  Portoguefe  erowil ; 
and  that,  in  cafe  the  throne  became  vacant 
ere  Aich  children  were  bom^  the  queen--^ 
dowager  Leonora  fhould  govern  with  the 
title  of  Recent.  ThUs,  neither  by  the  on- 
ginal  confbtution,  nor  the  treaty  of  mar- 
riage, could  the  king  of  CalHie  ftcdeed  to 
the  throne  of  Portugal.  And  any  preteace 
he  might  found  on  the  marriage  cotitra6t  wa^ 
already  forfeited ;  for  he  canfed  himfelf  and 
his  queen  to  be  procliumed,  added  Portugal  t0 
his  titles,  coined  Portuguefe  money  with  his 
bufl,  depofed  the  queen  Regent,  ^ndaftbr- 
wards  fent  her  pnibner  to  Caftile.  The 
lawful  heir,  Don  Juan,  the  fon  of  Inez  de 
Caltrtf,  ^as  kept  in  prifon  by  his  rival  th6 
king  of  Caftile  ;  and  as  before  obferved,  a 
new  election  was,  by  the  original  ilatntes, 
fuppoied  legal  in  cafes  -  of  emei^pmcy. 
Thefe  fa^^  actded  to  the  confiderauon  of 
the  tyifanny  of  the  k^ng  of  Caftile,  and  the 
great  fervices  Don  John  had  rendoned  iiis 
country,  upon  whom  its  exiftence,  as  a 
kingdom,  depended,  fully  vindicate  the  in- 
dignation of  Camoens  againft  die  traiteioai 
Pereyras, 
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VCith  proud  difdain  his  honei^  eyes  behold 
Who  e'er  the  traytor,  who  his  king  has  fold. 
Nor  want  there  others  i^  the  hoftile  band 
Who  draw  their  fwords  ^gainft  their  native  land  ;. 
And  headlong  driven,  by  impious  rage  accurft^ 
In  rank  were  foremoft,  and  in  fight  the  firft. 
So  fons  and  fathers,  by  each  other  flain, 
With  horrid  (laughter  dyed  Pharfalia's  plain. 
Ye  dreary  ghofls,  who  now  for  treafons  foul^ 
Amidft  the  gloom  of  Stygian  darkneis  howl  $ 
Thou  Cataline,  and,  ftem  Sertorius,  tell. 

Your  brother  (hades,  ^nd  foothe  the  pains  of  hell ; 

» 

With  tiriumph  tqll  them,  foi|ie  of  Laiian  race 
you  have  eam'd  the  Traytor's  foul  difgrace. 


As  waves  on  waves,  the  foes  ^ncrea(ing  weighs 
Bears  down  our  foremoft  ranks  and  (hakes  the  fight  s 
Yet  firm  and  undifmay'd  great  Nunio  (lands. 
And  braves  the  tumult  of  furrounding  bsuids. 
So,  from  high  Ceuta's  rocky  mountains  ftray'd. 
The  ranging  Lion  braves  the  (heplierji's  (hade ; 
The  (hepherds  haftening  o'er  the  Tetuan  plain. 
With  (houts  furround  him,  and  with  (pears  reftrain : 
He  ftops,  with  grinning  teeth  his  breath  he  draws, 
Nor  is  it  fear,  but  rage,  that  makes  him  paufe ; 
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His  threatening  eyeballs  bum  with  fparkling  fir6. 
And  his  ftern  heart  forbids  him  to  ^retire: 
Amidft  the  thicknefs  of  the  fpears  he  flings,  ^ 
So  midft  his  foes  the  furious  -'Nunio  fpring* :  '    ^  ^ 
The  Lufian  grafs  With  foreign  gore  diftaiA'd, 
Difplays  the  carnage  of  the  hero's  hSnd;^  


»  .  •• 


■      »* 


i'\ 


<  ^  *  i  I  * 


f    • 


n  ^         » 


f         '     • 


"  An  ample  fhield  the  Urave  Giraldo  bore,- 
"  Which  from  the  vanqiiifh'd  Perez*  atm  he  tore  >    ' 
"  Pierced  through  that  ftiieldi  cold  death  invades  his  ey*, 
"  And  dying  Perez  laW  his  Vlftof  die,     * '        c  ' 
"  Edward  and  Pedro  emulous  of  fame^  ^- 

«  The  fame  their  friendftitp,  ahd  their  y^with  ^h6.  fam*^ 

Through  die  fierce  Brigians  hew- d -their  bloody  *  way. 

Till  in  a  cold  embrace  the  ftriplings  lay. 

»  • 

Lopez  and  Vincent  rufli*d^  on  glorious  death,' 
"  And  midft  their  flaughtered  foes  refign'd  their  breath.  ^ 
"  Alonzo  glorying  in  his  youthful  might  • 

"  Spur'd  his  fierce  courfer  through  the  daggering  fight : 
"  Showered  from. the  dafhing  hoofs  the  fpatter'd  gore 
"  Flies  round;  but  foon  the  Rider  vaunts  no  more:  > 
"  Five  Spanifh  fwords  the  murmuring  ghofts  atone, 
"  Of  five  Caftilians  by  his  arm  o'erthrown. 


i  • 


c< 


cc 


cc 


"  Through  thijieru  Brigiaus  i  ■  The 

Caftilians,  fo  called  from  one  of  their  an- 
cient kings,  named  Brix»  or  Brigus,  whom 


the  Monkiflt  ftboliftt  call  die 
Noah. 
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"  Transfixt  with  three  Iberian  ipears^  the  gay, 
y  The  knightly  lover  yopng  HUario  lay: 
*'  Though,  like  a  rofe,  cut  off  in  opening  bloom. 
The  Hero  weeps  not  for  his  early  doom ; 
Yet  trembling  in  his  fwimming  eye  appears 
The  pearly  drop,  while  his  pale  cheek  he  rears^ 
*^  To  call  his  loved  Antonia's  name  he  tries, 
f^  The  name  half  uttef  d,  down  he  links,  and  "  dies/* 


KC 


CC 


<C 


Now  through  his  fliatter*d  ranks  the  Monarch  ftrode. 
And  now  before  his  rally'd  fquadrons  rode  ^ 
irave  Nunid's  danger  from  afar  he  fpies. 
And  inftant  to  his  aid  impetuous  flies. 
So  when  returning  from  the  plundered  folds, 
Tiie  Lionefs  her  emptied  den  beholds, 
Enraged  (he  ftands,  and  liftening  to  the  ,gale. 
She  hears  her  whelps  low  howling  in  the  vale  5 
The  living  fparkles  flafhing  from  her  eyes, 
To  the  Maffylian  fhepherd-tents  (he  ""  ilies  j 
She  groans,  flie  roars,  and  ecchoing  far  around 
The  feven  twin-mbuntsdns  tremble  at  the  found : 


0*  Thefc  lines  fnarked  in  the  text  with 
tamed  commas,  are  not  in  the  common 
editions  of  Camoens.  They  confift  of  three 
ftanzas  in  the  Portugaefe,  and  are  faid  to 
have  been  left  out  by  the  author  himfelf  in 
Ids  fecond  edition.  The  tranilatory  how- 
ever^ as  they  breathe  the  true  fpirit  of  Vir-. 


gil,  ivas  willing  to  preferve  them  with  this 
acknowledgement ;  in  this  he  he  has  fol- 
lowed the  example  of  Caflera. 

^  Maifylia,  a  province  in  Numidia,  great- 
ly infefled  with  lionsi  particalarly  that  part 
of  it  called  Os  fiu  momes  irmads,  the  fevea 
brother  mountains. 

So 


V 


I^ 


THE        L    U    S    I    A    tK 


BooK-IV. 


So  raged  the  king,  and  with  a  choferi  train 
He  pours  refiftlefs  o'er  the  heaps  of  ilain. 
Oh  bold  companions  of  my  toils,  he  .-cries, .         ;      • 
Our  dear-loved  freedom  on  our  lances  ^li^j , 
Behold  your  friend,  your  Monarch  lead^  the  way^, 
And  dares  the  tlilckeft  of  .tjie  iron  fray. 
Say,  fhall  the  Lufian  race  forfake  their  Jkin^, 
Where  fpears  environ,  and  where  Javelins  fing  \ 

He  fpokej  then  four  times  round  his  head  he  whirl'd 
His  ponderous  fpear,  and  midft  the  foremoft  hurl'di 
Deep  through  the  ranks  the  forceful  weapon  paft,. 
And  many  a  gafping  warrior  figh'd  his  '  laft.. 


1 


f  And  many  a  gafping  'warrior  JigV d  his 
Ai/?— This,  which  is  ahnoft  literal  from 


Muiios  lanfarao  o  ultimo  fufpiro- 


and  the  preceding  circumlbuKe  of  Ddn 
John's  brandiftiing  his  lance  four  times 

E  fipefando  a  lanqa  quatro  fvexes 

are  poetical,  and  in  the  fpirit  of  Homer. 
They  are  omitted,  however,  by  Caftera, 
who  fubditutes  the  following  in  their 
jplace,  "  //  <//7,  et  d'un  bras^  &c.  — :  He 
laid,  and  with  an  arm  wHofe  blows  are 
inevitable,  he  threw  his  javelin,  againft  the 
fierce  MaJdonat.  Death  and  the  weapon 
went  together.  Maldonat  fell,  pierced  with 
a  large  wound,  and  his  horfe  tumbled  over 
him."  Befides  Maldonat,.  Callera  has,,  in 
this  battle,  introduced  Several  other  names 
which  have  no  place  in  Camoens.  Carrillo, 
Robledo,  John  of  Lorca,  Salazar  of  Seville 
were  killed,  he  tells  us :  And,  '*  Ve- 
lafques  and  Sanches,  natives  of  Toledo, 
Gaibes,  furnamed  the  Soldier  without  Fear, 
Montanches,   Oropeia,    and   Alondonedo, 


all  fix  of  proved  valour^  fell  By  the  hand  of^ 
^young  Antony,  qui  portt  dans  U  combat  ow 
plus  d^adreffi  au  plus  de  bonbeur  qu^eusc^  who 
.brought  to  the  fight  either  more  addrefs  or- 
bctter-fortone  than  thcfe."  Not  a.word  o£ 
this  is  in  the  Portuguefe. 

The  fete  of  anetber  herchftiall  conclude  the 
fpecimeps  of  the  manner  of  Caftera,     The 
foHowdng  is  literally  tran  dated  :    '*  Guevar*., 
a  vain  man,  nouriflied  in  indolence,  (lained 
his  arms  ^, face  .'with  the  blood  of  the 
dead  whom  he  found  ilretched  on  the  dufl.^ 
Under  the  cover  of  this  frivolous  impofture*. 
he  pretended  to  pafs  himfelf  for  a  formid- 
able warrior.    lie  publifhed,  with  a  high 
voice,  the  number  of  the  enemies  he  had 
thrown  to  the  ground.     Don  Pedro  inter- 
rupted him  with  a  blow  of  his  fabre :  Guevar 
loft  his  life ;  his  head,  fufl  of  the  fumes  of 
a  ridiculous  pride,  bounded  far  away  from 
his  body,  which  remained  defiled  with  its 
own  blood  ;  a  juft  and  terrible  punifliment 
for  the  lies  he  had  told.''    It  is  almoft  nn- 
neceflary  to  add,  that  there  is  not  one  word 


of  tiiis  in  the  orinnal. 
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With  noble  fhame  infpired,  and  mbuntmg  rage, 
His  bands  rufli  on,  and  foot  to  foot  engage  j 
Thick  burfting  fparkles  from  the  blows  afpire  j 
5uch  flafties  blaze,  theif  fwords  feem  dipt  in  ^  fire  >'    ' 
The  belts  of  fteel  and  plates  of  brafs  are  nven. 

And  wound  for  wound^  and  -death  for  death  is  given,' 

•  .... 

The  firfl:  in  honour  of  Saint  Jago's  '  band, 
A  naked  ghoft  now  fought  the  gloomy  ftrand ; 
And  he,  of  Calatrave  the  fovereign  knight, 
Girt  with  whole  troops  his  arm  had  (lain,  in  fight, 
Defcended  murmuring  to  the  (ha^des  of  night.  . 
Blafpheming  heaven,  and  gafti'd  with  many  a  wound 
Brave  Nunio's  rebel  kindred  gnaw'd  the  ground. 
And  curft  their  fate,  and  dy'd.     Ten  thoufands  more 
Who  held  no  title  and  no  office  bore. 
And  namelefs  nobles  who,  promifcuous  fell, 

Appeas'd  that  day  the  foaming  dog  of  hell. 

« 
«  • 

Now  low  the  proud  Caftilian  ftandard  lies 
Bemcath  the  Lufian  flag,  a  vanquifh'd  prize.  . 

•  *i  Thtir /w^rds  fiem  dipt  in  firi'^-^'^HYAA  fought  on  the  plains  of  ^Ijuharota^  hut 
is  as  literal  as  the  idiom  of  the  two  kn^*'  in  that  of  Falvirda^  which  immediately 
guages  would  allow.  Dryden  has  a  thought  followed.  The  Reader  may  perhaps  be  fur- 
like that  of  this  couplet,  but  which  is  not  prifed  to  find»  that  every  loldier  mentioned 
in  his  original :  in  thefe  notes  is  a  Don»  a  L^rJ.  The  fol- 
Their  bucklers  cUib ;  thick  blows  defccnd  from  lowing  piece  of  hiHory  will  account  for  the 
hish,  number  of  the  *  Portuguefe  nobles.  Don 
And  flakes  of  fire  from  their  hard  helmets  fly.  Jhnzo  EnriquiK^  Cottnt  of  Portttgalr  was 

Dryd.  Virg.  En.  XU,  ^^^  kingV  hkarmy  at  the  battle  of  0«r. 

'  Grand  Mafter  of  the  order  of  St.  Jamefl»  rique\  in  return,  his  Majpily  dignified  evtty 

named  Don  Pedno  Nunio.     He  was  aof  man  in  his  army  with  the  rank  of  nobility* 

itilled,  however,  in  this  battle,  which  was  Vid.  the  9th  of  the  Stat.  diLamgo. 
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With  furious  madnefs  fired,  and  ftern  difdain^ 

The  fierce  Iberians  to  the  fight  again 

Rufh  headlong  j  groans  and  yellings  of  '  defpaif 

With  horrid  uproar  rend  the  tcembling  air. 

Hot  boils  the  blood,  thiEfl:  burns,  and  every  breaft 

Pants,  eytxy  linjb  with  fiainty  weight  opprefl; 

5I0W  now  obeys  the  will's  ftern  ire,  and  flow 

From  every  fword  defcends  the  feeble  blow  y 

Till  rage  grew  lianguid,  and  tired  flaughter  found; 

No  arm  to  combat,  and  no  breaft  to  wound. 

Now  from  the  field  Cafteers  proud^  monarch  •  flies. 

In  wild  difmay  he  rowls  his  maddening  eyes. 

And  leads  the  pale-lipt  flight,  who,  wing'd  with  fear,^ 

As  drifted  fmoke  at  diftance  difappear,^ 


'  The  laft  e£fpr(s  o£  i>»ge  and  db(pair  are* 
thus  defcribed  in  Pope's  tranfladon  of  d^e 
ifch  battle  at  the  ihips.    U.  XV. 

Thou  vjmUfi  have  thought,  fifitrioas  toot  their  fit ^ 
N9fir€i  amid  lame  them,  andtn  afil  amid  tir$  j 
A»  if  Htm  mmrfnm  newfghti  they  wmv. 
Ami  the  kng  istfif  mtss  hut  then  hegum, 
G  reece  yet  umoufuer^d  keft  alive  tbt  war, 
Seemtofdt^h,  emfdingin  dtfpmr, 
Troy  in  proud  hepet  akaidy  nnnq*d  the  maht 
Bright  with  the  hkaee,  ami  red  toith  heroe$Jbin  ) 
Likejheugth  is  felt  frem  hope  audfrtm  dffpair, 
^nd  each  coatemb  at  hit  vnre  all  the  vfor, 

'  This  tyrant,  whofe  mijnft  pretenfions  to 
the  crown  of  Portugaf  laid  his  own  and  that 
kingdom  in  blood,  was  on  his  final  defeat 
overwhelmed  with  all  the  frenzy  of  giie£ 
In  the  night  after  the  dediive  battle  otAlju" 
bar  at  a,  he  fled  upwards  of  thirty  miles^npon 
a  mule.  Don  Launneef  arcbbiihop  of  Braga, 
in  a  letter  written  in  old  Fortuguefe  to  Don 
yphttt  abbot  of  Alcehaxa^  gives  this  ac- 
count of  his  behaviour.  **  O  condeftrabn 
*•'  a  mi  far /akin  tao  riy  it  CafltUafi  virra 


**  kSiatttartn  cemobmiH  trtfooRitdc^  foam 
^*  Malde%ia/eu  vinftr^  ifuxava  polos  bar^ 
**  bas}  e  a  bo  /e,  bom  amigo,  m^lbor^e  qttg 
"  •  /"^i^  ^^  «•*  ff^gtrmoh  nos^  ca  bometr, 
**  fuem  fyas  barbas  arrefela  mao  laiwnr  foe 
**  ria  dot  mtheas^  f.  e.  The  conftable  lias 
*'  informed,  me  that  he  (aw  the  king  o£ 
^^  CafHle  at  Skntaren,  who  bdiaved  as  a 
*<  madman,  curfing  his  exigence,  and 
*'  tearing  the  hairs  of  his  beard.  And  ia 
*1  good  faith,  mv  good  friend,  it  is  better 
'<  Siat  he  (hould  do  fo  to  himfelf  than  to 
the  man  who  thus  plucks  his  own. 
beard,  wouM  be  much  better  pleafethto 
*'  do  fo  to  others.''  The  writer  of  tijs; 
letter,  though  a  prelate,  fought  at  the  battle 
of  Mjubarota,  where  he  received  on  the 
£ice  a  lai^  wound  from  «  fabre.  Cafbn 
relates  this  anecdote  of  him.  The  flattery 
of  a  fculptor  had  omitted  the  deep  fear : 
when  the  archbifhop  faw  the  ffaitoe,  he  laid 
\eM.  of  an  attendant's  fword,  with  which 
he  dbfigured  the  hat.  I  have  noyv^  fai^ 
be,  fupplied  wlm^  it  wanted* 

Sl^ipheming^ 


"  us 
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Blaipheming  fate,  and  curfing  him  who  firft 
Forged  horrid  arms,  and  led  to  wars  accurfti 

The  feftive  days  by  heroes  old  *  ordam'd 
The  glorious  viftor  on  the  field  remiuh'd. 
The  funeral  rites  and  holy  vows  he  paid  t 
Yet  not  the  while  the  reftlefs  Nunio  ftaid  ? 
O'er  Tago's  waves  his  gallant  bands  he  led. 
And  humbled  Spain  m  every  province  bled : 
Sevilia's  ftandard  on  his  fpear  he  bore; 

m 

And  Andaluiia's  enfigns  fbeept  in  gore: 

Low  in  the  duft  difbreflr  Caftilia  moum'd^ 

And  bathed  in  tears  each  eye  to  heaven  was  turn'dj 

The  orphan's,  widow's,  and' the  hoary  lire's  5 

And  heaven  relenting  quench'd  the  raging  fires 

Of  mutual^ate :  from  England's  happy  fhore^ 

The  peaceful  feas  two  lovely  fiftcrs  "bore* 


*  Thi  feftin/i  dtys  By  befois  oU  ordaiifJn 
—As  a  certain  proof  of  the  vidoiyy.it 
was  required,  by  the  honour  of  theft  ages, 
that  the  vidor  ihoold  encamp  three  days  on 
die  field  of  battle.  By  this  knight-erraa* 
try^.the  advantages  Vtrhich  ought  to  have 
beoi  poifoed  were  frequently  loft.  Don. 
John,  however*  though  he  complied  with 
die  reigning  ideas  of  honour,  fent  Don 
Nunioy  with  a  projper  army,  to  reap  the 
fruits  of  his  vidoxy. 

<■  Caftera's  note  on  this  place  is  literal!]^ 
dius :  *'  They  were  the  danehters  of  John 
^  duke  of  Lancafter,  fon  of  Edward  IV.  of 
**  £ngland,  bothof  g^reat  beauty  Lthe  eldeft,, 
'<  named  Catharine,  was  married  to  the 
*^  king  of  CaftHe,  the  youngieft,  IfabeU 
««  to  the  king  of  Portugal."  This  is  all 
a  miftake.  J^n  of  Portugal,  about  a  year 
after  the  haiXXltoi  Jljubarotd^  married  Pbi^ 
U^l^ay  eldeft  daughter  of  John  of  Gaunt ^ 


d&ke  of  Lancaf&r,  fon?of  Edward  ID.  w£b* 
afliiled  the  king,  his  fon-in-law,  in  an 
irrupdon  into  CsSile,  and  at  the  end  of  the 
campaign  promifed  to  return  with,  more 
nsmerous  forces  for  the  next.  But  this  was  • 
prevented  by  the  marriaee  of  his  youneeft 
daughter  Catalina  with  Don  Heury^  elaeft 
fon  of  die  king  of  CafHle.  The  king  of  Por- 
tugal on  this  entered  Galida,  and  reduced  the 
dues  of  Tuy  and  Salvaterra.  A  truce  fbI-% 
lowed.  While  the  tyrant  of  Caftile  medi* 
tated  a  new  war,  he  was  killed  by  a  fall 
from  his  horfe^  and  leaving  no  iflue  by 
his  queen  Beatrix^  the  king  of  Portugal's 
dai^ter,  all.  pretenfions  on  that  crown 
ceaied.  The  truce  was  now  prolonged  for 
fifteen  years,  and  though  not  ftri£Uy  kept, 
yet  at  laft  thus  mfluenceof  the  Englilh  queen 
Cdtalina  prevailed,  and  along  peace,  happy 
for  both  Jdngdoms>  enfued.  . 

^    The: 
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The  rival  monarcfes.  to  the  nuptial:  bed 

In  joyful  hour  the  royal  virgins  led, 

And  holy  peace  affum'd  her  blifsful  reign. 

Again  the  peafant  joy'd,  th6  landfcape  fmiled  again. 

But  John's  brave  I^v&lGl  to  warlike  €ares  iraiuredi 
With  confcious  fhame  the  flodi  of  cafe  endurbd# 
When  not  a  foe  awaked  his  rage  in  Spain 
The  valiant  Hero  braved  the  foamy  main ; 
The  firft,  nor  meaneft,  of  our  kings  who  bore 
The  Lufian  thunders  to  the  Afric  fhore,  • 
O'er  the  wild  waves  the  viftor-banners  flow*d>, 
Their  filver  wings  a  thotrfand  eagles  (hew'd ; 
And  proudly  fwelling  to  the  whiftling  gales 
The  feas  were  whiten'd  ^ith  a  thoufand  fails. 
Beyond  the  columns  by  Alcides  placed 
To  bound  the  world,  the  zealous  warrior  paft. 
The  (lirines  of  Hagar's  race,  the  flirines  of  luft, 
And  moon-crow  n'd  mofqucs  lay  fmoaking  in  the  duft. 
O'er  Abyla's  high  fteep  his  lance  he  raifed. 
On  Ceuta's  lofty  towers  his  ftandard  blazed : 
Ceuta,  the  refuge  of  the  traitor  train, 
His  vaffal  now,  enfures  the  peace  of  Spain, 

But  ah,  how  foon  the  blaze  of  glory  ^  dies ! 

„  r 

lUuftrioirs  John  afcends  his  native  Ikies.  ' 

^  The    thara^kr  of  this  great  prince        comment  on  the  enthufiafm  of  Camoens, 
claims  a  place  in  thefe  notes,  as  it  affords  a        who  has  made  him  the  hero  of  his  epirode« 
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His  gallant  offspring  prove  their  genuine  ftrain. 
And  added  lands  ijicreafe  the  Lufian  reign. 


Yet  not  the  firft  of  heroes  £dward  fhqne  j. 
"His  happieft  days  lonjg  hours  of  evil  own*. 
He  faw,  fecluded  from  the  chearful  day^ 
His  fainted  brother  pine  his  year*  away. 

m 

O  glorious  youth  in  c^^tive  chains/  to  thee 
What  fuiting  honours  can  thy  land  'decree! 


His  birth,  excellent  editCSLtioo,. and  maAsrXy 
condu£t  when  regent,  have  already  been 
mentioned..  The  fame  juilice,  prudence,, 
and  heroifm  always  accompanied  him  when 
king.  He  had  the  art  to  join  the  nt^ft 
winning  affability  with  all  the  manly  dig- 
nity of  the  fovereign.  To  thofe  who  wej» 
his  friends,  when  a  private  man,  he  was 
particularly  attentive.  His  nobility  dined 
at  his  table,  he  frequently  made  vifits  to 
them,  and  introduced  among"  them  the  taite 
for,  and  the  love  of  letters.  As  he  felt  the 
advantages  of  education,  he  took  the  utmolk 
care  of  ujat  of  his  children.  He  had  many 
fons,  and  he  himfelf  often  indrudted  thpm 
in  iblid  and  ufeful  knowledge,  and  was 
amply  repaid.  He  lived  to  fee  them  men,,, 
men  of  paxts  and  of  action,  whofe  only  emu- 
lation was  tQ  ihew  affedlion  to  his  perfon^ 
and  tQ  fupport  his  adminiflration  by  their 
great  abilities..  One  of  his  fons,  Don 
HeMrjy  duke  of  /'(/^o,  was  that  great  prince 
whofe  ardent  pafiion  for  maritime  affairs 
'  eave  birth  to  all  the  modem  improvements 
in  navigation.  The  clergy,  who  had  dif- 
tuibed  almofl  every  othen  reign,  were  £q 
convinced  of  the  wifdom.  of  his,  that  they 
confeflbd  he  ought  to  be  fupported  out  of 
the  treafures  of  the  church,,  and  granted 
him  the  church  plate  to  be  coined.  When 
the  Pope  ordered  a  rigorous  enquiry  to  be 
made  into  his  having  brought  ecdefiaflics  be- 
fore lay  tribunals,  the  clergy  had  the  fingular 
honeily  to  defert  what  was  (liled  the  church 
immunities,  and  to  own  that  juflice  had 
been  impartially  adminiflered.  He  died  in 
the  f(BV4:nty-fixth.year  of  his  age,  and  ia  the 


forty-eighth  of  his  reign.  His  zSciiiorr  t& 
\kis  queen  PbiUppa  made  him  fond  of  the' 
Englifh,.  whofe  friendfiiip  he  cultivated,  and 
by  whom  he  was  frequently  aflilled. 

*  Camoens,  in  this  inftance,  has  raifecC' 
the  charafter  of  one  brother  at  the  other's, 
expence,  ^o  give  his  poem  an  air  of  the 
old  romance.     The  fiege  of  Tangier  was 
propofed.     The  king's  brothers  dilcred  itv 
th«dr  opinions :   that  of  Don  Fernand,  tho* 
a  knight  errant,  adventure,  was  approved  oF 
by  the  young  nobility.     The  infants  Henry 
and  Fernanda  at  the  head  of  7Ck>o  men,, 
laid  fiege  to  Tangier,  and  were  furrounded 
by  a  numerous  army  of  Moors,  fop^e  writers 
fay  fix  hundred  thoufand.     Oa  condition 
that  the  Portuguefe  army  fhould  be  allowed 
to  return  home,   the   infants  promifed  to 
deliver  Ceuta.     The  Mpors  gladly  accepted, 
of  the  terms,  but  demanded  one  of  the  in- 
f^ts  as  an  hoflage.     Fernand  ofiered  him- 
felf, and  was  left.     The  king  was  willing 
to  comply   with  the  terms  to  relieve  his 
brother,  but  the  court  conf^dered  the  value 
of  Ceuta,  and  would  not  coafent.  The  Pope 
alfo  interpofed  his  authority,  Uiat   Ceuta 
fhould  be  kept  as  a  check  on  the  infidels » 
and  propvofed  to  raife  a  Crufade  for  the  de- 
livery of  Feman3.  In  the  meanwhile  large 
o^ers  were  made  for  his  liberty.   Thefe  were 
rejefled  by  theMeors,  who  woijd  accept  of 
nothing  but  Ceuta,  of  whofe  vafl  importance 
they  were  no  flrangcrs.     When  negctiatioa 
fwled,  king  Edward  afTcmblcd  a  large  army 
to^efFea  his  brother's  releafe,  but  jufl  as  he. 
was  fetting  out,   he  was  fcir.ed  with  the 
plague,  and  died,  leaving  orders  with  his 

qucca. 
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Thy  nation  profFer'd,  and  the  foe  with  joy 
For  Ceuta*s  towers.prepared  to  yield  the  boy; 
The  princely  hoftage  nobly  fpums  the  thought 
Of  freedom  and  of  life  fo  dearly  bought : 
The  raging  vengeance  of  the  Moors  defies, 
(Gives  to  the  clanking  chains  his  limbs,  and  dies 
A  dreary  prifon  death.    Let  noify  fame 
No  more  unequallkl  hold  her  (JJodrus*  name-; 
Her  Regulus,  her  Curtius  boaft  no  more. 
Nor  thofe  the  honoured  Decian  name  who  bore« 
The  Iplendor  of  a  court,  to  them  unknown. 
Exchanged  for  deathful  Fate's  moft  awful  frown 
To  diftant  times  through  every  land  (hall  blaze 
The  felf-devotcd  Lufian*s  nobler  praife. 

Now  to  the  tomb  the  haplefs  king  defcends. 
His  fon  Alonzo  brighter  fate  attends. 


qoeen  to  deliver  up  Ceata  for  the  releafe  of 
MS  -brother.  This,  however,  was  never 
performed.  Don  Femand  remained  with 
the  Moors  tiH  his  death.  The  magnani- 
mity of  his  behaviour  gained  him  their 
efteem  and  admiration^  nor  is  there  good 
proof  that  he  received  any  extraordinary 
rigorous  treatment;  the  contrary  b  rather 
to  be  inferred  from  the  romantic  notions  of 
military  honour  which  then  prevailed  among 
the  Moors.  Some,  however,  whom  Caileni 
follows,  make  his  fuiierings  little  inferior 
to  thofe,  without  proof  lUcewife,  afcribed 
'toRegultts.  Don  Femand  is  to  this  day 
'Cfteemed  as  a  faint  and  martyr  in  Portugal, 
^and  his  memory  is  commemorated  on  the 
A&h.  of  June.  King  Edward  reigned  only 
£ve  yean  and  a  month.    He  was  the  n^ 


eloquent  man  in  his  dominions,  {poke  an  A 
wrote  Latin  elegantly,  was  author  of  fe- 
veral  books,  one  on  horfemanfhip,  in  which 
art  he  excelled.  He  was  brave  m  the  field; 
active  in  bnfmefs,  and  rendered  his  country 
infinite  fenice  by  reducing  the  laws  to  a 
rmilar  code.  He  was  icnight  of  the  order 
ofthe  Garter,  which  honour  was  conferred 
upon  him  by  his  confin  Henry  V.  of  Eng- 
land. In  one  inftance  he  gave  mat  ofi«nce 
to  the  fnperftitious  populace.  He  defpi(ed 
the  advice  of  a  Jew  aflrologer,  who  entreated 
him  to  delay  his  coronation,  becaufe  the 
ftars  that  day  were  unfavourable.  To  this 
the  misfortune  of  Tangier  was  afcribed,  and 
the  people  were  always  on  the  alarm,  as.  if 
fome  terrible  difafter  were  impending  over 
them. 


Alonzo f 
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Alonzo  !  dear  to  Lufus'  race  the  name ; 
Nor  his  the  meaneft  in  the  rolls  of  fame. 
His  might  reliftlefs  proftrate  Afric  own'd, 
Beneath  his  yoke  the  Mauritinians  groan'd, 
And  ftill  they  groan  beneath  the  Lufian  fway. 
'Twas  his  in  Ti6lor-pomp  to  bear  away 
The  golden  apple?  from  H^fpena's  ftiorej 
Which  but  the  fon  of  Jove  had  fnatch'd  before. 
The  palm  and  laurel  round  his  temples  bound, 
Difplay'd  his  triumphs  on  the  Moorifb  ground. 
When  proud  Arzilla's  ftrength,  Alcazer's  towers. 
And  Tingia,  boaftful  of  her  numerous  powers. 
Beheld  their  adaoiaijtine  walls  o'erturn'd, 
Their  ramparts  leveled,  and  -their  temples  burn'd. 
Great  was  the  day :  the  meaneft  fword  that  fought 
Beneath  the  Lufian  flag  fuch  wondjsrs  wrought 
As  from  the  Mufe  might  challenge  endlefs  fame, 
Though  low  their  ftation,   and  without  a  name. 

Now  ftung  with  wild  Ambition's  madning  fires. 
To  proud  Caftilia's  throne  the  king  ''afpires. 
The  Lord  of  Arragon,  from  Cadiz'  w^alls. 
And  hoar  Pyrene's  fides  his  legions  calls ; 

y  When  Henry  IV.  of  Caftile  died,  he  the  kingdom  of  Caflile,  Don  Alonzo,  king 

declared  that  the  itifanta  Joanna  was  his  of  Portugal^  obtained  a  difpeiifation  from 

heirefs,  in  preference  to  his  fiftcr.  Donna  the  pope  to  marry  his  niec^,  Donnz'Jifnfina. 

Ifabtlta^  manied  to  Don  Ferdinand,  fon  to  After  a  bloody  war,  the  ambitious  views  of 

die-  king  of  Arragon.    In  hopes  to  attain  Ak>nzo  and  his  courtiers  were  defeated. 

Z  The 
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The  numerous  legions  to  his  ftandards  throng, 
And  war,  with,  horrid  ftrides,  now  ftalks  along. 
With  emulation  fired,  the  *  prince  b^eld 
His  warlike  fire  ambitious  of  the  field  s 
Scornful  of  eafe,  to  aid  his  arms  he  fped^ 
Nor  fped  in  vain :  The  raging  combat  bled ; 
Alonzo's  ranks  with  carnage  gored,  Difmay 
Spread  her  cold  wings,  and  fhook  his  firm  array^ 
To  flight  fhe  hurried ;  while  with  brow  ferene 
The  martial  boy  beheld  the  deathful  fcene. 
With  curving  movement  o'er  the  field  he  rode^ 
Th'  oppofing  troops  his  wheeling  fquadrons  mow'd : 
The  purple  dawn  and  evening  fun  beheld 
His  tents  encampt  affert  this  conquered  fieldL  ^ 
Thus  when  the  ghoft  of  Julius  hover'd  o'er 
Philippi's  plain,  appeafed  with  Roman  gore,. 
Oftavius'  legions  left  the  field  in  flight. 
While  happier  Marcus  triumph'd  in  the  fight.. 

4 

9 

When  endlefs  night  had  feal'd  his.  mortal  eyes> 
And  brave  Alonzo's  fpirit  fought  the  ikies. 
The  fecond  of  the  name,  the  valiant  John, 
Our  thirteenth  monarch,  now  afcends  the  throne. 
To  feize  immortal  fame,  his  mighty  mind. 
What  man  had  never  dared  before,  defign'd  i 


•  The  Prince  of  Portugal. 


That 
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That  glorious  labour  which  I  now  purfue. 

Through  feas  unfail'd  to  find  the  fliorcs  that  view 

The  day-ftar,  rifing  from  his  watery  bed, 

The  firft  grey  beams  of  infant  morning  flied. 

gelefted  meffengers  his  will  obey ; 

Through  Spain  and  France  they  hold  their  vent'rous  way. 

Through  Italy  they  reach  the  port  that  gave 

The  fair  Parthenope  an  honoured  "  grave ; 

That  ftiore  which  oft  has  felt  the  fervile  chain. 

But  now  fmiles  happy  in  the  care  of  Spain. 

Now  from  the  port  the  brave  adventurers  bore. 

And  cut  the  billows  of  the  Rhodian  Ihote ; 

Now  reach  the  ftrand  where  noble  Pompey  *  bled ; 

And  now,  repaired  with  reft,  to  Memphis  fped ; 

And  now,  afcending  by  the  vales  of  Nile, 

« 

Whofe  waves  pour  fatnefs  o'er  the  grateful  foil, 
Through  Ethiopia's  peaceful  dales  they  ftray'd, 
Where  their  glad  eyes  Meffiah's  rites  **  furvey'd  : 
And  now  they  pafs  the  famed  Arabian  flood, 
Whofe  waves  of  old  in  wondrous  ridges  ftood. 
While  Ifrael's  favoured  race  the  fable  bottom  trode  : 
Behind  them  gliftening  to  the  morning  fkies. 
The  mountains  named  from  Izmael's  offspring  '  rife; 

»  Parthenope  was  one  of  the  Syrens.  »  The  coaft  of  Alexandria. 

Eniaeed  becaufe  ihc  could  not  allure  Ulyf-  *»  Amon^  the  Chriflians  of  Prefter  Jobn^ 

fes,  me  threw  herfelf  into  the  Tea.    Her  or  AbyiTynu. 

corps  was  thrown  afhore,  and  buried  where  ^  ^pii^  Nabathean  mountains  ;  fo  named 

Naples  now  ftands.  from  Nabaoth,  the  fon  of  lihmael. 

Z  2  Now 
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Now  round  their  fteps  the  bleft  Arabia  fpreads 

Her  groves  of  odour,  and  her  balmy  meads; 

And  every  breaft,  infpired  with  glee,  inhales 

The  grateful  fragrance  of  Sabaea's  gales  : 

Now  paft  the  Perfian  gulph  their  rout  afcends 

Where  Tygris  wave  with  proud  Euphrates  blends  j 

lUuftrious  ftreams,  where  ftill  the  native  fliews 

-Where  Babel's  haughty  tower  unfinifti'd  rofe  : 

From  thence  through  climes  unknown,  their  daring  courfe 

Beyond  where  Trajan  forced  his  way,  they  *  force  j 

Carmanian  hords,  and  Indian  tribes  they  faw. 

And  many  a  barbarous  rite,  and  many  a  ^  law 

Their  fearch  explored ;  but  to  their  native  fhore, 

Enrich'd  with  knowledge,  they  returned  no  more. 

The  glad  completion  of  the  Fate's  decree, 

Kind  heaven  refcrved,  Emmanuel,  for  thee. 

The  crown,  and  high  ambition  of  thy  •  fires, 
To  thee  defcending,  waked  thy  latent  fires. 
And  to  command  the  fea  from  pole  to  pole, 
With  reftlefs  wifli  inflamed  thy  mighty  foul. 

Now  from  the  Iky  the  facred  light  withdrawn, 
O'er  heaven's  clear  azure  (hone  the  ftars  of  dawn, 

«  Beyond  tvhere  Trajan — The  Emperor  Arabia  Foelix.     Vid.  Dion.  Caff.  Eufeb. 

Tr^an  extended  the  bounds  of  the  Roman  Chron.  p.  206. 

Empire  in  the  Eaft,  far  beyond  any  of  his  pre-  *'  j^i  mores  hominum  mulw'um  <vidtt, 

deceflbrs.  His  conquefts  reached  to  the  river  Hor. 

Tigris,  near  which  flood  the  city  of  Ctefi-  «  Emmanuel  was  couiin  to  the  late  king 

phon,  which  he  fubdued.  The  Roman  Hif-  John  II.  and  grandfon  to  king  Edwasxl,  fbn 

torians  boafled  that  India  was  entirely  con-  of  John  I. 


quered  by  him;  but  they  could  only  mean 


Deep 
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Deep  Silence  fpread  her  gloomy  wings  around, 
And  human  griefs  were  wrapt  in  fleep  profound. 
The  monarch  flumber'd  on  his  golden  bed, 
Yet  anxious  cares  poffeft  his  thoughtful  head ; 
His  generous  foul,  intent  on  public  good. 
The  glorious  duties  of  his  birth  review'd. 
When  fent  by  heaven  a  facred  dream  infpired 
His  labouring  mind,  and  with  its  radiance  fired : 
High  to  the  clouds  his  towering  head  was  rear'd. 
New  worlds,  and  nations  fierce  and  ftrange  appeared  ^ 
The  purple  dawning  o'er  the  mountains  flowed, 
T^he  foreft-boughs  with  yellow  fplendor  glow'd  3: 
High  from  the  fteep  two  copious  glafTy  ftreams 
Roird  down,  and  glitter'd  in. the  morning  beams; 
Here  various  monfters  of  the  wild  were  feen, 
And  birds  of  plumage,,  azure,  fcarlet,  green  i 
Here  various  herbs,  and  flowers  of  various  bloom  ; 
There  black  as  night  the  foreft's  horrid  gloom, 
Whofe  fhaggy  brakes,  by  human  ftep  untrod, 
Darkened  the  glaring  lion's  dread  abode. 
Here  as  the  monarch  fix'd  his  wondering  eyes, 
Two  hoary  fathers  from  the  ftreams  arife ; 
Their  afpeft  ruftic,  yet  a  reverend  grace 
Appeared  majcftic  on  their  wrinkled  face : 
Their  tawny  beards  uncomb'd,   and  fweepy  long, 

Adown  their  knees  in  (haggy  ringlets  hung ; 

From 
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From  every  lock  the  chryftal  drops  diftill, 
And  bathe  their  limbs  as  in  a  trickling  rill ; 
Gay  wreaths  of  flowers,  of  fruitage,  and  of  boughs, 
Namelefs  in  Europe,  crown'd  their  furrow'd  brows, 
Bent  o'er  his  ftafF,  more  filver'd  o'er  with  years, 
Worn  with  a  longer  way,  the  One  appears ; 
Who  now  flow*  beckoning  with  his  withered  hand. 
As  now  advanced  before  the  king  they  fl:and ; 


O  thou,  whom  worlds  to  Europe  yet  unknown. 
Are  doom'd  to  yield,  and  dignify  thy  crown: ; 
To  thee  our  golden  fliores  the  Fates  decree ; 
Our  necks,  unbdw'd  before,  fliall  bend  to  thee. 
Wide  thro'  the  world  refounds  our  wealthy  fame ; 
Hafte,  fpeed  thy  prows,  that  fated  wealth  to  claim. 
From  Paradife  my  hallowed  waters  Ipring  j 
The  facred  Ganges  I,  my  brother  king 
Th'  illuflirious  author  of  the  Indian  name : 
Yet  toil  fliall  languifli,  and  the  fight  ftiall  flame ; 
Our  faireft  lawns  with  ftreaming  gore  fliall  fmoke. 
Ere  yet  our  flioulders  bend  beneath  thy  yoke ; 
But  thou  flialt  conquer :  all  thine  eyes  furvey. 
With  all  our  various  tribes  fliall  own  thy  fway. 


He  fpoke;  and  melting  in  a  filvery  ftream 
Both  difappear'd ;  whtn  waking  from  his  dream. 


The 
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The  wondering  monarch  thriird  with  awe  divine, 
Weighs  in  his  lofty  thoughts  the  facred  fign. 


Now  morning  burfting  from  Ae  caftem  Iky 
Spreads  o'er  the  clouds  the  blufhing  rofe's  dye. 
The  nations  wake,  and  at  the  fovereign's  caQ 
The  Lufian  nobles  crowd  the  palace  hall. 
The  vifipn  of  his  fleep  the  monarch  tells ; 
Each  heaving  breaft  with  joyful  wonder  fwells : 
Fulfil,  they  cry,  the  &cred  fign  obey. 
And  fpread  the  canvas  fdr  the  Indian  fea. 
Inftant  My  looks  with  troubled  ardour  burn'd. 

When  keen  on  Me  his  eyes  the  monarch  turned  : 
What  he  beheld  I  know  not,  but  I  know. 

Big  fwell'd  my  bofom  with  a  prophet's  glow : 
And  long  my  mind,  with  wondrous  bodings  fired. 
Had  to  the  glorious  dreadful  tral  afpired : 
Yet  to  the  king,  whatever  my  looks  betrayed. 
My  looks  the  omen  of  fuccefs  ^fplayed. 
When  with  that  fweetnefs  in  his  mien  cxpreft. 
Which  unrefifted  wins  the  generous  breaft. 
Great  are  the  dangers,  great  the  toils,  he  cried. 
Ere  glorious  honours  crown  the  viftor's  pride. 
If  in  the  glorious  ftrife  the  hero  fall. 
He  proves  no  danger  could  his  foul  appall  -, 


And 
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And  but  to  dare  fo  great  a  toil,  fhall  raife 
Each  age's  wonder,  and  immortal  praife. 
For  this  dread  toil  new  oceans  to  explore, 
To*  fpread  the  fail  where  fail  ne'er  flow'd  before, 
For  this  dread  labour,  to  your  valour  due, 
From  all  your  peers  I  chufe,  O  Vasco,  you. 
Dread  as  it  is,  yet  light  the  talk  (hall  be 
To  you  my  Gama,  as  perform'd  for  Me. 

My  heart  could  bear  no  more Let  ikies  on  fire. 

Let  frozen  feas,  let  horrid  war  confpire, 

I  dare  them  all,  I  cried,  and  but  repine 

That  one  poor  life  is  all  I  can  refign. 

Did  to  my  lot  Alcides'  labours  fall, 

For  you  my  joyful  heart  would  dare  them  all  j 

The  ghaftly. realms  of  death  could  man  invade 

For  you  my  fteps  Ihould  trace  the  ghaftly  ihade. 

While  thus  with  loyal  zeal  my  bofom  fwell'd, 
That  panting  zeal  my  Prince  with  joy  beheld  ; 
Honour'd  with  gifts  I  ftood,  but  honour'd  more 
By  that  efteem  my  joyful  Sovereign  bore. 
That  generous  praife  wluch  fires  the  foul  of  worth, 
And  gives  new  virtues  unexpefted  birth. 
That  praife  even  now  my  heaving  bofom  fires. 
Inflames  my  courage,  and  each  wifli  infpires. 

Moved 
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Moved  by  afFeftion,  and  allured  by  fame, 
A  gallant  youth,  who  bore  the  deareft  name, 
Paulus  my  brother,  boldly  fued  to  (hare 
My  toils,  my  dangers,  and  my  fate  in  war ; 
And  brave  Coello  urged  the  Hero's  claim 

To  dare  each  hardfhip,  and  to  join  our  fame  : 
For  glory  both  with  reftlefs  ardour  bum'd, 

And  filken  eafe  for  horrid  danger  fpurn'd;. 
Alike  renown'd  in  council  or  in  field. 
The  fnare  to  baffle,  or  the  fword  to  wield. 
Through  Lilbon's  youth  the  kindling  ardour  ran^ 
And  bold  ambition  thrill'd  from  man  to  man  ; 
And  each  the  meaneft  of  the  venturous  band 

With  gifts  ftood  honour'd  by  the  Sovereign's  hand. 
Heavens !  what  a  fury  fwell'd  each  warrior's  breaft. 
When  each,  in  turn,  the  fmiling  King  addreft  ! 
Fired  by  his  words  the  direft  toils  they  fcom'd. 
And  with  the  horrid  luft  of  danger  fiercely  burn'd. 

With  fuch  bold  rage  the  youth  of  Mynia  glow'd. 
When  the  firft  keel  the  Euxine  furges  plow'd ; 
When  bravely  venturous  for  the  golden  fieece 
Orac'lous  Argo  fail'd  from  wondering  '  Greece. 

'  Orac*hus  Argo —  According  to  fable,  their  lives  totke  caprices  of  the  waves  have 

the  vefibl  of  the  Argonauts  fpoke  and  pro-  need  of  a  peuetratino;  forefieht^  that  they . 

pheded.    The  ancients,  I  fuppofe,  by  this  may  not  be  furp^fed  by  fudden  tempeib. 

meant  to  infinuate,   that  thofe  who  troft  Cafttra. 

A  a  Where 
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Where  Tago's  yellow  ftream  the  harbour  laves, 
And  flowly  mingles  with  the  ocean's  waves, 
In  warlike  pride  my  gallant  navy  ro4e, 
And  proudly  o'er  the  beach  my  foldiers  ftrode. 
Sailors  and  land-men  marChall'd  o'er  the  ftrand, 
In  garbs  of  various  hue  around  me  ftand ; 
Each  earneft  firft  to  plight  the  facred  .vow, 
Oceans  unknown  and  gutphs  untry'd  to  plow : 
Then  turning  to  the  fhips  their  fparklihg  eyes. 
With  joy  they  heard  the  breathing  winds  arife  ) 
Elate  with  joy  beheld  the  flapping  fail", 
And  purple  flandards  floating  on  the  gale : 
While  each  prefaged  that  great  as  Argo's  fame. 
Our  fleet  fliouM  give  fome  ftarry  band  a  name. 


Where  foaming  on  the  fhore  the  tide  appears^ 
A  facred  fane  its  hoaiy  arches  rears : 
Dim  o'er  the  fea  the  evening  fliades  defcend. 
And  at  the  holy  flirine  devout  we  bend : 
There,  while  the  tapers  o'er  the  altar  blaze. 
Our  prayers  and  earnefl:  vojvs  to  heaven  we  raife. 
**  Safe  through  the  deep,  where  every  yawning  wave 
"  Still  to  the  Sailor's  eye  difplays  his  grave  j 
"  Through  howling  tempefts,  and  through  gulphs  untry'd, 
^^  O !  mighty  God !  be  thou  our  watchful  guide/' 

While 
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While  kneeling  thus  before  the  iacred  flirin<, 

In  Holy  Faith's  moft  folemn  rite  we  joiii  i 

Our  peace  with  heaven  the^  bi^e^^  of  peace  confirns. 

And  meek  contrition  every  boTom  warms ; 

Sudden  the  lights  extinguifh^d,  all  around 

Dread  iilence  reigns,  and  midnight  gloom  profound  : 

A  facred  horror  p^mt«  on  every  br^atk. 

And  each  firm  breaft  devotes  itfelf  to^  death. 

An  ofFer'd  facrifice,  fwom  to  obey 

My  nod,  and  follow  where  I  lead  the  way ; 

Now  proftrate  round  the  hallow'd  fhrine  ^e  '  lic^ 

Till  rofy  morn  bcfpreads  the  C2i&^m  (ky ; 

Then,  breathing  fixt  refolves,  my  daring  matea 

March  to  the  fhips,  while  pour'd  from  Lifbon*s  gates, 

Thoufands  on  tHoufands  crowdingi  prefs  along^ 

A  woeful,  weeping,  melancholy  throng. . 

A  thoufand  white-robed  priefts  our  fteps  attend, 

And  prayers,  and  holy  vows  to  heaven  aicend ; 

A  fcene  fo  foleftyi,.  and  the  tender  woe 

Of  parting  friends,  conftrained  my  tears. to  fjow.  : 


• .  1 


>  This  fa6l  is  according  to  hiftory :  Abot 
rat  Olyfippone  prope  littus  quataor  pafTuam 
millia  templum  fane  religiofum  etTao^kuxi 
ab  Henrico  in  honorem  fandtiffimae'  virginls 
edificatum.  ......  In  id  Gama  prtdie 

illius  dieiy  quo  crat  navem  confceniurus;  fe 
recepity  ut  noAem  cum  religiofis  hominibus 
cjui  in  acdibus  templo  conjundis  habitabantj 
in  precibus  ec  votis  confumeret.     Sequenti 


diecmn  multa  ooa  iVios  untum  grada^  M 
alibruin  etiaxhV  qui  itli  comltes  eraht,  (^cri- 
'.  vetU&iit,  ftit  ab  ommbos  in  fcaphis  idqduf ^^ 
'  tus.  Neque  Toliiin  homines  religidfi;  f6A 
reliqni  om^es  voce  maxima  oum  lacrymis-% 
Tho  precabantDr,  uc  ben^  8t  prof^ere  iHa 
tarn  periculofa  navigatio  omnibus  eveniret. 
&  -vniverrt  re  ben^  gefta  inookmes  in  pa^ 
triam  redirent. 


t*\ 


A  a  2 


To 


/ 
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To  weigh  our  anchws  from  our  native  £hore 

To  dare  new  oceans  never  dared  before 

Perhaps  to  fee  mf  native  coaft  no  more  — 

Forgive,  O  king,  if  as  a  man  I  feel,. 

I  bear  no  boibm  of  obdurate  fted. 

{The  godlike  hero  here  fuppreft  the  figh. 

And  wip^d  the  tear-drop  from  his  manly  eye ; 

Then  thus  refuming  — )  All  the  peopled  (hore 

An  awful,  iilent  look  of  anguilh  wore ; 

ASe£tion,  friendfl^p,  all  the  kindred  ties  *^' 

Of  fpoufe  and  parent  languifh'd  in  their  eyes : 

As  men  they  never  fhould  again  behold,  '  ^ 

5elf-offer'd  viftims  to  deftru6tion  fold. 

On  us  they  &xt  the  eager  look  of  woe. 

While  tears  o'er  every  cheek  began  to  flow ;  ^ 

When  thus  aloud,  Alas!  my  fon,  my  fon. 

An  hoary  Sire  exclaims,  oh !  whither  nin. 

My  heart's  fole  joy,  my  trembling  age's  ftay,  - 

To  yield  thy  limbs  the  dread  fea^monfter's  prey  1 

To  feek  thy  burial  in  the  raging  wave, 

And  leave  me  cheerlefs  finking  to  the  grave ! 

Was  it  for  this  I  watch'd  thy  tender  years. 

And  bore  each  fever  of  a  father's  fears  ! 

Alas !  my  boy !  —  His  voice  is  heard  no  more. 

The  female  (hriek  refounds  along  the  fhore^ 

With 


Book  IV.  THE        L    U    S    I    A  D.  183 

With  hair  diflieveir4  through  the  yielding  crowd 
A  lovely  bride  fprings  on,  and  fcreams  aloud ; 
Oh !   where,   my  hufband,   where  to  feas  unknown. 
Where  would'ft  thou  fly  me,  ai^d  my  love  difown ! 
And  wilt  thou,  cruel,  to  the  deep  confign 
That  valued  life,  the  joy,  the  foul  of  mine : 
And  muft  our  loves,  and  all  our  kindred  train 
Of  rapt  endearments,  all  expire  in  vain  I 
All  the  dear  tranfports  of  the  warm  embrace. 
When  mutual  love  infpired  each  raptured  face  1 
Muft  all,  alas  !  be  fcatter'd  in  the  wind, 
Nor  thou  beftow  one  lingering  look  behind  ! 


Such  die  lorn  parents'  and  the  fpoufes'  woes^ 
Such  o'?r  the  ftrand  the  voice  of  wailing  rofe  j 
From  breaft  to  breaft  the  foft  contagion  crept. 
Moved  by  the  woeful  ibund  the  children  wept ; 
The  mountain  ecchoes  catch  the  big-fwoln  fighs. 
And  through  the  dales  prolong  the  matron's  cries ; 
The  yellow  fands  with  tears  are  filver'd  o'er. 
Our  fate  the  mountains  and  the  beach  deplore* 
Yet  firm  we  march,  nor  turn  one  glance  afide 
On  hoary  parent,  or  on  lovely  bride. 
Though  glory  fired  our  hearts,  too  well  we  knew 
What  foft  affe^lioii  and  what  love  could  do. 


/ 


The 
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The  taft  embrace  the  braveft  worft  can  bear 
The  bitter  yearnings  of  the  parting  tear 
Sullen  we  fhun,  unable  to  fuftain 
The  melting  pailion  of  fu,ch  tender  pain. 


Now  on  the  lofty  decks  prepared  we  ftand, 
When  towering  o'er  the  crowd  that  veil'd  the  ilrand, 
A  reverend  ^  figure  fixt  each  wondering  eye, 
And  beckoning  thrice  he  waved  his  hand  on  high, 
And  thrice  his  hoary  curls  he  fternly  fhook. 
While  grief  and  anger  mingled  in  his  look ; 


**  By  this  old  man  is  perfoniBed  the  po- 
pulace of  Portugal,  The  endeavours  to  aif- 
cover  the  Eaft-Indies  by  the  Southern  ocean, 
for  about  eighty  years  had  been  the 
favourite  topic  of  complaint;  and  never 
was  any  meafure  of  eovernment  more  un- 
popular than  the  expedition  of  Gama.  Eai- 
manuel's  council  were '  almoft  unanimous 
againft  the  attempt.  Some  dreaded  the  in- 
trodu6tion  of  wealth,  and  its  attendants 
luxury  and  effeminacy ;  while  others  affirm- 
ed, that  no  adequate  advantages  could  arife 
from  fo  perilous  and  remote  a  navi^ition. 
Others,  with  a  forcfight  peculiar  to  Pbliti- 
cians,  were  alarmed,  left  the  Egyptian 
Sultan,  who  was  powerfiul  in  the  Baft, 
fhould  fignify  his  difpleafure ;  and  others 
forcfaw,  that  fuccefs  would  combine  all  the 
Princes  of  Chriftendom  in  a  league  for  the 
deftrudlion  of  Portugal,  in  ibort,  if  glory,  in- 
tercft,  or  the  propagation  of  the  goipcl,  were 
deiired,  Africa  and  Ethiopia,  they  faid,  aJbrd- 
ed,  both  nearer  and  more  advantageous  fields. 
The  exprefiions  of  the  thouiands  who  croud- 
ed  the  (hore  when  Gama  gave  his  fails  to 
the  wind,  are  thus  expreffed  by  Oforius, 
from  whom  the  above  fafts  are  felcftcd.— 


A  multis  tamen  interim  is  fletus  atque  la- 
mentatio  fiebat,  ut  funus  efferre  viderentur. 
Sic  enim  dioebant  ^  £n  quo  miiat>t  mor- 
tales  provexit  cupiditas  et  ambitio  ?  Potuit- 
ne  gnrvius  fuppliciom  hominibiK  UHa  ceo^ 
ftitui,  (i  in  fe  fceleftum  aliquod  facinus  ad- 
miiiilent?  Eft  enim  illis  immetafi  nuuii 
longitudo  peragranda,  fludtus  immanes  dif- 
ficillima  navieatione  fuperandi,  \itx  difcri- 
men  in  lods  infinitis  obeundum.  Non  fuit 
mahb'  tolerabilinsr  in  terra  quovis  geoere 
mortis  abfumi,  quam  tam  procul  a  patria 
marinis  fludibos  fepeliri.  Haec  et  alia 
multa  in  hanc  fententiam  dicebant,  cthn 
omnia  mult6  triftiora  lingere  prae  metu  co- 

gerentur. The  tender  emotion  and  fi:ct 

refolution  of  Gama,  and  the  eameft  paffion 
of  the  multitudes  on  the  ftK>re,  are  thoi 
added  by  the  fame  venerable  hiftorian : 
Gama  tamen  quamvis  lacryivas  fuonun  de- 
iiderio  funderet,  rei  tamen  bene  gerendae 
fidncia  conlirmatus,  alacriter  in  navem  faoftis 

ominibus  confcendit Qui  in  littore 

confijftebaaty  non  prius  abfcedere  voluerimt, 
quam  naves  vento  fecundo  pleniffimis  velis 
ab  omnium  confpe^ln  remotae  funt. 


Then 
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Then  to  its  height  his  faultcring  voice  he  rear 'd^ 

And  through  the  fleet  thefe  awful  words  were  heard :  / 

O  frantic  thirft  of  honour  and  qf  fame, 
The  crowd's  blind  tribute,  a  fallacious  name  -, 
What  ftings,  what  plagues,  what  fecret  fcourges  curft,    ' 
Torment  thofe  bofoms  where  thy  pride  is  nurft  1 
What  dangers  threaten,  and  what  deaths  deftroy 
The  haplefs  youth,  whom  thy  vain  gleams  decoy ! 
By  thee,  dire  Tyrant  of  the  noble  mind. 
What  dreadful  woes  are  pour'd  on  human  kind : 
Kingdoms  and  Empires  in  confufion  hurl'd. 
What  ftreams  of  gore  have  drench'd  the  haplefs  world  ! 
Thou  dazzling  meteor,  vain  as  fleeting  air. 
What  new-dread  horror  doft  thou  now  prepare  I 
High  founds  thy  voice  of  India's  pearly  ftiore. 
Of  endlefs  triumphs  and  of  countleis  ftore : 
Of  other  worlds  fo  towered  thy  fwelling  boafl:. 
Thy  golden  dreams  when  Paradife  was  loft. 
When  thy  big  promife  fteep'd  the  world  in  gore. 
And  iimple  innocence  was  known  no  more. 
And  fay,  has  fame  fo  dear,  fo  dazzling  charms  ? 
Muft  brutal  fiercenefe  and  the  trade  of  arms, 
Conqueft,  and  laurels  dipt  in  blood,  be  prized. 
While  life  is  fcorn'd,  and  all  its  joys  defpifed. 
And  fay,  does  zeal  for  holy  faith  infpire 

To  fpread  its  mandates,  thy  avow'd  defire  ? 

Behold 
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Behold  the  Hagarene  in  armour  ftands. 
Treads  on  thy  borders,  and  the  foe  demands  : 
A  thoufand  cities  own  his  lordly  fway,. 
A  thoufand  various  fhores  his  nod  qbey. 
Through  all  thefe  regions,  all  thefe  cities^  fcom'd 
Is  thy  religion^  and  thine  altars  fprun'd. 
A  foe  renown'd  in  arms  the  brave  require ; 
That  high-plumed  foc»  renown'd  for  martial  fire. 
Before  thy  gates  his  fhining  fpear  difplays, 
Whilft  thou  wouldft  fondly  dare  the  watery  maze. 
Enfeebled  leave  thy  native  land  behind. 
On  fhores  unknown  a  foe  unknown  to  find. 
Oh  !  madnefs  of  ambition !  thus  to  dare 

Dangers  fo  fruitlefs,  fo  remote  a  war ! 

* 

That  Fame's  vain  flattery  may  thy  name  adom> 
And  thy  proud  titles  on  her  flag  be  borne : 
Thee,  Lord  of  Perfia,  thee^  of  India  Lord, 
O'er  Ethiopia's  vaft,  and  Araby  adored  I 

Curft  be  the  man  who  firft  on  floating  wood, 
Forfook  the  beach,  and  braved  the  treacherous  flood ! 
Oh  !  never,  never  may  the  facred  Nine, 
To  crown  his  brows,  the  hallow'd  wreath  entwine ; 
Nor  may  his  name  to  future  times  refound. 
Oblivion  be  his  meed,  and  hell  profound  ! 

Curft 
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Cur  ft  be  the  wretch,  the  fire  of  heaven  who  ftole, 
And  with  ambition  firft  debauch'd  the  foul ! 
What  woes^  Prometheus,  walk  the  frighten'd  earth ! 
To  what  dread  flaughter  has  thy  pride  given  birth  ! 
On  proud  Ambition's  pleafing  gales  upborne, 
One  boafts  to  guide  the  chariot  of  the  morn ; 

And  one  on  treacherous  pinions  foaring  '  high, 

O'er  ocean's  waves  would  fail  the  liquid  fky  t 

Dafh'd  from  their  height  they  mourn'd  their  blighted  aim  -, 

One  gives  a  river,  one  a  fea  the  name  ! 

Alas  !  the  poor  reward  of  that  gay  meteor  Fame  ! 

Yet  fuch  the  fury  of  the  mortal  race, 

Though  Fame's  /air  promife  ends  in  foul  difgrace, 

Though  conqueft  ftill  the  viftor's  hope  betrays. 

The  prize  a  fhadow,  or  a  rainbow  blaze. 

Yet  ftill  through  fire  and  raging  feas  they  run 

To  catch  the  gilded  ftiade,  and  fink  undone ! 

»  Alluding  to  the  fables  of  Phaeton  and  that  could  poffibly  tend  to  magnify  the 

icarus.  dangers  and  difficulties  of  the  wanderings 

ofMnesLSy  in  his  long  fearch  for  the  pro- 

The  depofturt  of  the  fleet  from  the  Tagus.  mifed  Italy,  is  fet  betore  us  in  the  fullell 
In  no  circumflance  does  the  judgment  magnitude.  But,  however,  this  method  of 
and  art  of  Homer  appear  more  confpicuous,  ennobling  the  Epic  by  paying  the  utmoft 
than  in  the  conftant  attention  he  pays  to  his  attention  to  give  a  grandeur  to  every  cir- 
propofed  fubje£b,  the  wrath  of  Achilles,  cumftance  of  the  propofed  fubjedl,  may  have 
and  the  fuffcrings  of  Ulyfles.  He  bellows  been  negledted  by  Voltaire  in  his  Henriadc, 
the  utmoft  xare  on  tfvery  incident  that  could  (where  political  declamation  feems  to  have 
poflibly  imprefs  our  minds  with  high  ideas  been  his  principal  care,)  and  by  fome  other 
of  the  determined  rage  of  the  injured  hero,  modems,  who  have  attempted  the  Epopca ;  it 
and  ofihc  invincible  patience  of  the  woXwrXaj  has  not  been  omitted  by  Camoens.  The 
^rof  •0^t;a<ri^t- Virgil  throughout  the  Encid  has  Portuguefe  Poet  has,  with  great  art,  con- 
followed  the  fame  courfe.     Every  incident  dufted  the  voyage  of  Gama.     Every  cir- 

B  b  cumftance 
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comftance  attending  it  is  reprefented  with 
magnificence  and  dignity.  John  II.  defigns 
what  had  never  been  attempted  before.  Mef- 
fengers  are  fent  by  land  to  difcover  the 
climate  and  riches  of  India.  Their  rout  is 
defcribed  in  the  manner  of  Homer.  The 
palm  of  difcovery»  however,  is  referved  for 
a  fucceeding  monarch.  Emmanuel  is  warn* 
ed  by  a  dream,  which  ailbrds  another  ftrik- 
ing  inftance  of  the  fpirit  of  the  Grecian 
Bard.  The  enthuAafm  which  the  king  be- 
holds on  the  afpedt  of  Gama  is  a  noble 
ftroke  of  poetry  i  the  folemnity  of  the  night 


fpent  in  devotion ;  the  fullen  refolatioa  of 
the  Adventurers  when  goine  aboard  the 
fleet;  the  afFeding  grief  of  their  friends 
and  fellow-citizensy  who  viewed  them  as 
felf-devoted  vi^ims,  whom  they  were  never 
more  to  behold ;  and  the  angry  exclama- 
tions of  the  venesable  old  man»  give  a  dig- 
nity and  interefting  pathos  to  the  departure 
of  the  fleet  of  Gama,  greatly  fnperiot  to 
that  in  the  Eneid,  where  the  Trojans  leave 
a  colony  of  Invalids  in  Sicily.  In  the  Odyf-. 
fey  there  i$  nothing  which  can  be  calftd 
iimUar. 


END    OF    THE    FOURTH    BOOK. 
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TT7HILE  on  the  beach  the  hoary  father  ftood 
^  ^     And  fpoke  the  murmurs  of  the  multitude. 
We  fpread  the  canvas  to  the  riling  gales. 
The  gentle  winds  diftend  the  fnowy  fails. 
As  from  our  dear-loved  native  fhore  we  fly 
Our  votive  fhouts,  redoubled,  rend  the  fky  5 
"  Succefs,  fuccefs,'*  far  ecchoes  o'er  the  tide. 
While  our  broad  hulks  the  foamy  waves  divide. 
From  Leo  now,  the  lordly  ftar  of  day, 
Intenfely  blazing,  fhot  his  fierceft  ray; 
When  flowly  gliding  from  our  wifhful  eyes, 
The  Lufian  mountains  mingled  with  the  Ikies ; 

B  b  2  Tago's 
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Tago's  loved  ftream,  and  Syntra^s  mDuntains  coH 
Dim  fading  now,  we  now  no  more  behold ; 
And  ftill  with  yearning  hearts  our  eyes  explore^ 
Till  one  dim  fpeck  of  land  appears  no  more. 
Our  native  foil  now  far  behind,  we  ply 
The  lonely  dreary  wafte  of  feas  and  boundlefs  (ky  -i 
Through  the  wild  deep  our  venturous  navy  bote. 
Where  but  our  Henry  plough'd  the  wave  *  before  : 
The  verdant  iflands,  firft  by  him  defcry'd, 
We  paft ;  and  now  in  profpeft  (^pening  wide, 
Far  to  the  left,  increafirig  on  the  view, 
Rofe  Mauritania's  hills  of  paly  blue : 
Far  to  the  right  the  reftlefs  ocean  roared,, 
Whofe  bounding  furges  never  keel  explored  i 
If  bounding  fhore,  as  Reafori  deems,  divide 
The  vaft  Atlantic  from  the  Indian  ^  tide. 


Now  from  her  woods,  with  fragrant  bowers  adorn*^ 
From  fair  Madeira's  purple  coaft  we  ^  turn'd : 
Cyprus  and  Paphos'  vales  the  fmiling  loves 
Might  leave  with  joy  for  fair  Madeira's  groves  j 


^  See  tlie  life  of  Don  Henry,  Prince  of  «  CaHed  by  die  ancients  InfitU  i^urfura^ 

Porttteal,  in  the  Preface.  n>.    Now  Madeira  and  Portp  SanSo, '  The 

^ThedifcoveryoffomeoftheWeft4n£aii  former  was  io  named  by  Juan  Gonzaley^ 

iflands  by  Columbus  was  made  in  1492  and  and  Triilan  Vaz,  from  the  SpanUh  word 

1493.     His  difcovery  of  the  continent  of  Madera^    wood.      Thefe  difcoverers  were 

America  was  not  till  1498.    The  fleet  of  fen t  out  by  the  great  Don  Henry. 
Gama  failed  from  the  Tagus  in  1497* 

A  fhore 
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A  fhore  fo  flovsrery,  and  fo  fweet  an  air, 
Venus  might  build  her  deareft  temple  there. 
Onward  we  pafs^  Maffilia's  barren  ftrand., 
A  wafte  of  wither'd  grafs  and  burning  fand  -, 
Where  his  thin  herds  the  meagre  native  leads. 
Where  not  a  rivulet  laves  the  doleful  meads ; 
Nor  herbs  nor  fruitage  deck  the  woodland  maze  > 
0*er  the  wild  wafte  the  ftupid  oft  rich  ftrays, 
In  devious  fearch  to  pick  her  fcanty  meal, 
Whofe  fierce  digeftion  gnaws  the  temper'd  fteel. 

From  the  green  vei'ge,  where  Tigjtania  ends,   . 
To  Ethiopia's  line  the  dreary  wild  extends. 
Now  paft  the  limit,  which  his  courfe  divides, 

* 

When  to  the  North  the  Sun's  bright  chariot  rides, 
We  kave  the  winding  bays  and  fwarthy  ftiores, 
Where  SenegaFs  black  wave  impetuous  roars ; 
A  flood,  whofe  courfe  a  thoufand  tribes  furveys, 
The  tribes  who  blacken'd  in  the  fiery  blaze. 
When  Phaeton,  devious  from  the  folar  height, 
Gave  Afric's  fons  the  fable  hue  of  night. 
And  now  from  far  the  Lybian  cape  is  feen. 
Now  by  my  mandate  namfed  the  Cape  of  ^  Green  ^ 
Where  midft  the  billows  of  the  ocean  fmiles 
A  flowery  fifl:er-train,  the  happy  ifles. 


Called  by  Ptolemy  Cafut  JJtnanum. 
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Our  onward  prows  the  murmuring  furges  lave  i 

And  now  our  veflels  plough  the  gentle  wave. 

Where  the  blue  iflands,  named  of  Hefper  old. 

Their  fruitful  bofoms  to  the  deep  iinfold. 

Here  changeful  Nature  (hews  her  various  face. 

And  frolicks  o'er  the  flopes  with  wildeft  grace : 

Here  our  bold  fleet  their  ponderous  anchors  threw. 

The  fickly  cherifli,  and  our  ftores  renew. 

From  him,  the  warlike  guardian  power  of  Spain» 

Whofe  fpear's  dread  lightning  o'er  th'  embattled  plain 

Has  oft  o'erwhelm'd  the  Moors. in  dire  difmay. 

And  fixt  the  fortune  of  the  doubtful  day  ; 

From  him  we  name  our  ftation  of  repair, 

And  Jago's  name  that  ifle.fliall  ever  bear. 

The  northern  winds  now  curFd  the  blackening  main. 

Our  fails  unfurl'd  we  plough  the  tide  again : 

Round  Afric's  coafl:  our  winding  courfe  we  fleer. 

Where  bending  to  the  Eaft  the  ihores  appear. 

Here  Jalofo  its  wide  extent  *  difplays. 

And  vaft  Mandinga  fliews  its  numerous  bays ; 


'  The  province  of-Jalofo  lies  between  the 
two  rivers,  the  Gamoea  and  the  Zanago. 
The  latter  has  other  names  in  the  Several 
countries  through  which  it  runs.  In  its 
courfe  it  makes  many  iflands,  inhabited  only 
by  wild  beads.  It  is  navigable  i  go  leagues, 
at  the  end  of  which  it  is  crofTed  by  a  ftu- 
pendous  ridge  of  perpendicular  rocks,  over 
which  the  river  ruihes  with  iuch  violence. 


Ihat  travellers  paTs  under  it  without  any 
other  inconvenicncy  than  the  prodi^ous 
noife.  The  Gambea,  or  Rh  Granite  runs 
1 80  leagues,  but  is  not  fo  far  navigable.  It 
carries  more  water,  and  runs  with  lefs  wife 
than  the  other,  though  filled  with  many 
rivers  which  water  the  country  of  Mandinga. 
Both  rivers  arc  branches  of  the  Niger. 
Their  waters  have  this  remarkable  quality ; 

when 
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Whofe  mountains*  fides,  though  parch'd  and  barren,  hold, 

In  copious  (lore,  the  feeds  of  beamy  '  gold. 

The  Gambea  here  his  ferpent  journey  takes, 

And  through  the  lawns  a  thoufand  windings  makes  j 

A  thoufand  fwarthy  tribes  his  current  laves 

Ere  mix  his  waters  with  th'  Atlantic  waves. 

The  Gorgades  we  paft,  that  hated  ^  fliore, 

Famed  for  its  terrors  by  the  bards  of  yore ; 

Where  but  one  eye  by  Phorcus'  daughters  ftiared, 
•  The  lorn  beholders  into  marble  (tared ; 
Three  dreadful  fitters  !  down  whofe  temples  roU'd 
Their  hair  of  fnakes  in  many  a  hilling  fold. 
And  fcattering  horror  o'er  the  dreary  ftrand, 
With  fwarms  of  vipers  (bw'd  the  burning  fand. 
Still  to  the  fouth  our  pointed  keels  we  guide. 
And  through  the  Auftral  gulph  flill  onward  ride : 
Her  palmy  forcfts  mingling  with  the  flues,. 
Leona's  rugged  fteep  behind  us  flies  i 


when  mixod  together  they  operate  as  an 
emetic,  but  when  feparate  do  not.  They 
abound  with  great  variety  of  fifties,  and  their 
banks  are  covered  with  horfcs,  crocodiles, 
winged  ierpents,  elephants,  ounces,  wild 
boars,  with  great  numbers  of  others,  won 
derfiil  for  the  variety  of  their  nature  and 
di£erent  forms.     Fariay  Sou/a. 

'  TomhotUf  the  mart  of  Mandinga  gold, 
was  greatly  reforted  to  by  the  merchants  of 
Grand  Cairo,  Tunis,  Onuis  Tremifen, 
Fez,  Morecco,  &c. 


c  Contra  hoc  promontorium  (Heiperioit- 
ceras)  Gorgades  infula:  narrantur,  Gorgo>- 
num  quondam  domus,  bidui  navigatione 
diftantes  a  continente,  ut  tradit  Xenophon 
Lampfacenus.  Penetravit  in  eas  Hanno  Poe^ 
norum  imperator,  prodiditque  hirta  foemi* 
narum  corpora  viros  pemicitate  cvaiifle,  dua- 
rumque  Gorgonum  cutes  areumenti  et  mira- 
cuH  gratia  in  Junonis'  teroplo  pofuit,  fpcc- 
tatas  ufqne  ad  Carthaginem  captam.  Plin. 
HiH.  Nat  1.  6.  c.  31. 
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The  cape  of  palms  that  jutting  land  we  name, 
Already  confcious  of  our  nation's  ^  fame. 
Where  the  vext  waves  againft  our  bulwarks  roar, 
And  Luiian  towers  o'erlook  the  bfending  (hore : 
Our  fails  wide  fwelling  to  the  conftant  blaft, 
Now  by  the  ifle  from  Thomas  named  we  paft  5 
And  Congo's  fpacious  realm  before  us  rofe. 
Where  copious  Layra's  limpid  billow  flows  3 
A  flood  by  ancient  hero  never  feen, 

Where  many  a  temple  o'er  the  banks  of  '  green^ 
Rear'd  by  the  Lufian  heroes,  through  the  night 
Of  Pagan  darknefs,  pours  the  mental  light. 

Behind  us  now  the  northern  ocean  ftreams ; 
Lower  and  lower  fiill  the  Pole-ftar  gleams. 


^  Daring  the  reign  of  John  II.  the  Por- 
*mguefe  eredied  feveral  forts,  and  acquired 
great  power  in  the  extenfive  regions  of  Gui- 
nea. Jz^mhuja^  a  Portuguese  captain, 
having  obtained  leave  from  Caramanfa^  a 
Negro  Prince,  to  ercft  a  fort  on  iiis  terri- 
tories, an  unlucky  accident  had  almoft 
proved  fatal  to  the  difcovcrers,  A  huge 
rock  lay  very  commodious  for  a  quarry ; 
the  workmen  began  on  it ;  but  this  rock, 
as  the  Devil  would  have  it,  happened  to  be 
a  Negro  God.  The  Portuguefe  were  driven 
away  by  the  enraged  worfhippers,  who  were 
afterwards  with  difHculty  pacified  by  a  pro- 
fufion  of  fuch  prefents  iis  they  moil  efleemed. 

^  The  Portuguefe  having  brought  an  Am- 
baffador  from  Congo  to  Liibon  fent  him 
back  inilrufled  in  the  faith.  By  this  means 
the  King,  Queen,  and  about  100,000  of 
the  people  were  baptized ;  the  idols  were 
iicftroved   and  diurches  built.     Soon  after 


the  Prince,  who  was  then  abfent  at  war, 
was  baptized  by  the  name  of  Aionzo,  His 
younger  brother,  A^uitimcy  however,  would 
rnot  receive  the  faith,  and  the  father,  be- 
caufe  allowed  only  one  wife,  turned  apof- 
•tate,  and  left  the  crown  to  his  Pagan  fon, 
who,  with  a  great  army,  furrounded  his 
brother,  when  only  attended  by  fbme  Por- 
tuguefe and  Chriftian  Blacks,  in  all  only 
thirty-fevcn.  By  the  bravery  of  thefe,  how- 
ever, jlquitime  was  defeated,  taken,  and 
(lain.  One  of  Jquitimo's  officers  declared, 
they  were  not  defeated  by  the  tkirty-feven 
Chriflians,  but  by  a  glorious  army  who 
fought  under  a  fhining.crofs.  The  idols 
were  again  deilroyed,  and  Alonzo  fent  his 
fons,  grandfons,  and  nephews  to  Portugal 
to  iludy ;  two  of  whom  were  afterwards 
bifhops  in  Congo.  Extradted  from  Fariay 
Soujiu 


Till 


FooK  V. 


THE        LUSIAD. 


»95 


Till  paft  the  limit,  where  the  car  of  day 

RoU'd  o'er  our  heads,  and  pour'd  the  downward  ray : 

We  now  beheld  Califto's  ftar  ''  retire 

Beneath  the  waves,  unawed,by  Juno*s  ire. 

Here,  while  the  Sun  his  polar  journeys  takes, 

His  vifit  doubled,  double  feafons  makes  ; 

Stern  winter  twice  deforms  the  changeful  year. 

And  twice  the  fpring's  gay  flowers  their  honours  rear. 

Now  prefling  onward,  paft  the  burning  zone, 

Another  heaven  to  ancient  times  unknown, 

Its  arch'd  expanfe  of  deeper  azure  fhews ; 

Before  us  now  another  Pole  Star  glows : 

Here  gloomy  night  aflumes  a  darker  reign, 

And  fewer  ftars  infpire  the  heavenly  plain; 

Fewer  than  thofe  that  gild  the  northern  pole. 

And  o'er  our  feas  their  glittering  chariots  roll : 

Full  to  the  fouth  a  ftiinihg  crofs  *  appears. 

Our  heaving  breafts  the  blifsful'Omen  cheers  : 


*  According  to  fable,  Califto  .was  a 
nymph  of  Diana.  Jupiter  having  afTumed 
the  figure  of  that  goddefs,  completed  his 
amorous  deiires.  On  the  difcovery  of  her 
pregnancy  Diana  drove  her  fioni  her  train. 
She  fled  to  the  woods,  where  fhe  was  deli- 
vered of  a  fon.  Juno  changed  them  into 
bears,  and  Jupiter  placed  them  in  heaven, 
where  they  form  the  conflellation  of  Ur/a 
major  and  minor.  Juno  ftill  enraged,  en- 
treated Thetis  never  to  fuffer  Caliilo  to  bathe 
in  the  Tea.  This  is  founded  on  the  appear- 
ance of  the  northern  pole-flar,  to  the  inha- 
bitants of  our  hcmifphere  :  but  .when  Gama 
approached  the  auflral  pole,  the  northern, 
of  confequence,  difappearcd  under  the  waves. 

*  The  conftellation  of  the  fouthcrn  pole  was 
failed  ne  Crofs  by  the  Portuguefe  Tailors, 

c 


from  the  appearance  of  that  figure  formed  hf 

'  feven  ftars,  four  of  which  are  particular!/ 

luminous.     Dante,   who  v/rote   oefore   the 

difcovery  of  the  fouthcrn  hemifphere,  has 

thcfe  remarkable  lines  in  the  firft  canto  of 

his  Purgatorio,         .  .    \ 

r  mi  'voiji  a  man  de(l-a,  e  poji  mente 

Jit  air 9  ptU,  e  viS  fuattr^  fifiU 

Non  'vifie  mat,  fuvr  tl>  alia  prima  gtnte, 

Voltaire  fomewhere  obfcrves,  that  this  looked 
like  a  prophecy,  when,  in  t*he  fucceeding 
age,  thefe  four  ftars  were  known  to  be  near 
the  Antartic  pole.  Dante,  however,  fpoke 
allegorically  of  the  four  cardinal  virtues. 

In  the  fouthern  hemifphere,  as  Camoens 
obferves,  tlie  nights  are  darker  than  in  the 
northern,  the  Ikies  being  adorned  with  much 
fewer  ftars. 

c  Seven 
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Seven  radiant  ftars  compofe  the  hallow'd  fign 
That  rofe  ftill  higher  o'er  the  wavy  brine. 
Beneath  this  fouthem  axle  of  the  world 
,     Never,  with  daring  fearch,  was  flag  unfurl'd  j 
Nor  pilot  knows  if  bounding  fhores  arc  placed,    . 
Or  if  one  dreary  fea  overflow  the  lonely  wafte^ 

While  thus  our  keels  ftill  onward  boldly  ftray'd, 
Now  toft  by  tempefts,  now  by  calms  delay'd, 

To  tell  the  terrors  of  the  deep  untry*d, 

» 

What  toils  we  fuffer'd,  and  what  ftorms  defy'd ; 
What  rattling  deluges  the  black  clouds  pour'd. 
What  dreary  weeks  of  folid  darknefs  lour'd  ; 
What  mountain  furges  mountain  furges  lafti'd. 
What  fudden  hurricanes  the  canvas  dafli'd  5 
What  burfting  lightnings,  with  inceffant  flare. 
Kindled  in  one  wide  flame  the  burning  air ; 
What  roaring  thunders  bellow'd  o'er  pur  head. 
And  feem*d  to  ftiake  the  reeling  ocean's  bed : 
To  tell  each  horror  on  the  deep  reveal'd, 
Would  alk  an  iron  throat  with  tenfold  vigour  "  fteel'd : 
,    Thofe  dreadful  wonders  of  the  deep  I  faw, 
Which  fill  the  failor's  breaft  with  facred  awe  j 


^  Hon^  mibi  fi  lingua  antum  funU  ^raqui  €intwm% 

Ferrea  'uox,  omnes  fctlerum  comfrtndtre/trmas*  Em,  VI» 

And 
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And  which  the  (ages,  of  'their  learning  vain, 

Efteem  the  phantoms  of  the  dreamful  brain ; 

That  living  fire,  by  fea-men  held "  divine, 

Of  heaven's  own  care  in  ftorms  the  holy  fign. 

Which  midft  the  horrors  of  the  tempeft  plays, 

And  on  the  blaft's  dark  wihgs  WjU  gaily  blaze  -, 

Thofe  eyes  diftinft  have  feen  that  living  fire 

Glide  through  the  ftorm,  and  round  my  fails  afpire. 

And  oft,  while  wonder  thriird  my  breaft,  mine  eyes 

To  heaven  have  feen  the  watery  columns  rife. 

Slender  at  firft  the  fubtle  fume  appears. 

And  writhing  round  and  round  its  volume  rears : 

Thick  as  a  maft  the  vapour  fwells  its  (ize, 

A  curling  whirlwind  lifts  it  to  the  fkies  5 

The  tube  now  ftraitens,  now  in  width  extends, 

And  in  a  hovering  cloud  its  fummit  ends  : 

Still  gulp  on  gulp  it  fucks  the  rifing  tide. 

And  now  the  cloud,  with  cumbrous  weight  fupply'd, 


■  That  living  fire^  by/ea-men  htld  diniine 
-Is  thus  accounted  fer  in  nitaral  hiftory. 
The  fulphureous  vapours  of  the  air,  after 
being  violently  agitated  by  a  tempeft,  unite, 
and  when  the  humidity  begins  to  fubfide,  as 
is  the  ca(e  when  the  ftorm  is  almoft  ex- 
hanfted,  by  the  agitation  of  their  atoms  they 
take  fire,  and  are  attradted  by  the  mails 
and  cord^  of  the  ihip.     Beine  thus  na^ 
turally  the  pledges  of  the  approa^in^  calm> 
it  is   no  wonder  that  the  fuperftition   of 
iailors  fhonld  in  all  ages  have  efteemed  them 
divine,  and 

Of  bMtvt^i  Wt»n  cariinjiorms  tbt  boljfgn. 


In  the  expedition  of  the  Golden  Fleece, 
in  a  violent  tempeft  'thefe  fires  were  feen  to 
hover  Over  the  heads  of  Caftor  and  Pollux, 
who  were  two  of  the  Argonauts,  and  a 
calm  immediately  enfued.  After  the  apo- 
theofes  of  thefe  heroes,  the  Grecian  failors 
invoked  thefe  fists  by  the  names  of  Caftor 
and  Pollux,  or  the  fins  of  Jupiter.  The 
Athenians  called  them  Z*fri7^ff,  Sa'uiours; 
and  Homer,  in  his  hymn  to  Caftor  and  Pol* 
lux,  fays. 


C  C    2 


Full- 
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Full-gorged,  and  blackening,  fpreads^,  and  moves,  more  flow, 

And  waving  trembles  to  the  waves  below. 

Thus  when  to  fliun  the  fummer*s  fultry  beam 

The  thirfly  heifer  feeks  the  cooling  ftream, 

The  eager  horfe-leech  fixing  on  her  lips, 

Her  blood  with  ardent  throat  infatiate  fips. 

Till  the  gorged  glutton,  fwelFd  beyond  her  fize. 

Drops  from  her  wounded  hold,  and  burfting  dies. 

So  burfts  the  cloud,  overloaded  with  its  freight. 

And  the  dafh'd  ocean  ftaggers  with  the  weight. 

But  fay,  ye  fages,  who  can  weigh  the  caufe. 

And  trace  the  fecret  fprings  of  Nature's  laws. 

Say,  why  the  wave,  of  bitter  brine  erewhile^ 

Should  to  the  bofom  of  the  deep  recoil 

Robb'd  of  its  fait,  and  from  the  cloud  diftill 

Sweet  as  the  waters  of  the  limpid  °  rill  ? 

Ye  fons  of  boaftful  wifdom,  famed  of  yore, 

Whofe  feet  unwearied  wander'd  many  a  fhore. 

From  Nature's  wonders  to  withdraw  the  veil„ 

Had  you  with  me  unfurl'd  the  daring  fail» 


*  In  this  book,  particularly  in  the  deicrip- 
tion  of  Mafiilia,  the  Gorgades,  the  fires 
called  Caftor  and  Pollux^  and  the  water- 
fpout,  Camoens  has  happily  imitated  the 
manner  of  Lucan.  It  is  probable  that  Ca- 
moens, in  his  voyage  to  the  Eaft-Indies,  was 
2n  eye  witnefs  or  the  phaenomena  of  the 
fires  and  water- fpout.  The  latter  is  thus 
dcfcribed  by  Pliny,  1.  2.  c.  51.  Fit  et  ca-^ 
hgOf  hllua  Jimilh  nubes  dira  na*vigantibiu 


'vacatur  it  cctumna^  cum  fpiffatus  humor  r/- 
genfaue  ip^e  fe  fujiinet,  et  in  longam  *ve!utf 
Jifiulam  nubes  aquam  trahit.  When  the  vio- 
lent heat  attra£ts  the  waters  to  rife  in  the 
form  of  a  tube,  the  marine  falts  are  left 
behind  by  the  adiion  of  rarefadion,  being 
too  grofs  and  fixed  to  afcend.  It  is  thus» 
when  th^  overloaded  vapour  burfls,  that  it 
defcends 

Sioeet  at  the  waters  of  the  limpid  riff* 


Had 
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Had  view'd  the  wondrous  fcenes  niine  eyes  furvey*d, 

What  feeming  miracles  the  deep  difplay'd, 

What  fecret  virtues  various  Nature  fhew'd, 

Oh  !  heaven !  with  what  a  fire  your  page  had  glow'd  ! 


And  now  fince  wandering  o'er  the  foamy  fpray, 
Our  brave  Armiada  held  her  venturous  way, 
Five  times  the  changeful  Emprefs  of  the  night 
Had  fiird  her  fhining  horns  with  filver  light. 
When  fudden  from  the  main-top's  airy  round 
Land,  land,  is  ecchoed — At  the  joyful  found, 

Swift  to  the  crowded  decks  the  bounding  crew 

On  wings  of  hope  and  fluttering  tranfport  flew, 

And  each  ftrain'd  eye  with  aching  fight  explores 

The  wide  horizon  of  the  eaflern  fliores  : 

As  thin  blue  clouds  the  mountain  fummits  rife. 

And  now  the  lawns  falute  our  joyful  eyes ; 

Loud  through  the  fleet  the  ecchoing  fhouts  prevail. 

We  drop  the  anchor,  and  reftrain  the  fail  -, 

And  now  defcending  in  a  fpacious  bay, 

Wide  o'er  the  coaft  the  venturous  foldiers  ftray. 

To  fpy  the  wonders  of  the  fpacious  ftiore. 

Where  ftrangor's  foot  had  never  trod  before. 

I  and  my  pilots  on  the  yellow  fand 

Explore  beneath  what  fky  the  fhores  expand. 


That 
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That  fage  device,  whofe  wondcrous  ufe  proclaims 
Th*  immortal  honour  of  its  authors' '  names, 
The  Sun's  height  meafured,  and  my  compafs  fcann'd. 
The  painted  globe  of  ocean  and  of  land. 
Here  we  perceived  our  venturous  keels  had  paft 
Unharm'd  the  wintery  tropick's  howling  blaflr; 
And  now  approach'4  dread  Neptune's  fccret  reign. 
Where  the  ftern  Power,  as  o'er  the  frozen  plain 
He  rides,  wide  fcatters  from  the  polar  ftar 
Hail,  ice,  and  fnow,  and  all  the  wintery  war. 
While  thus  attentive  on  the  beach  we  flood. 
My  foldiers,  haftening  from  the  upland  wood, 
Right  to  the  fhore  a  trembling  Negro  brought, 
Whom  on  the  foreft-height  by  force  they  caught^ 
As  diftant  wander'd  from  the  call  of  home, 
He  fuck'd  the  honey  from  the  porous  comb. 
Horror  glared  in  his  look,  and  fear  extreme 
In  mein  more  wild  than  brutal  Polypheme : 
No  word  of  rich  Arabia's  tongue  he  knew, 
Nor  fign  could  anfwer,  nor  our  gems  would  view  : 
prom  garments  ftriped  with  fhining  gold  he  turn'd. 
The  ftarry  diamond  and  th6  filver  fpurn'd. 

p  That  fagt  device  —  The  AftrolaWum,  II.  by  two  Jew  Phyficians,  named  Rodeiic 

an  inftrument  of  infinite  fervice  in  naviga-  and  JoAsph.  It  is  averted  by  fome  that  they 

tion,  by  which  the  altitude  of  the  fun,  and  were  afiifted  by  Martin  of  Bohemia,  a  cele- 

diftance  of  the  ftars  is  taken.     It  was  in-  brated  Mathematician.  Partly  from  Caftera. 

vented  in  Portugal  daring  the  reign  of  John  Vid.  Barros,  Dec.  i.  1.  4.  c.  2. 

Strait 
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Stmt  at  my  nod  are  worthlefs  trinkets  brought ; 
.  Round  beads  of  chryftal  as  a  bracelet  wrought, 
A  cap  of  red,  and  dangling  on  a  ftring 

■ 

Some  little  bells  of  brafs  before  him  ring : 
A  wide-mouth'd  laugh  confeft  his  barbarous  joy. 
And  both  his  hands  he  raifed  to  grafp  the  toy. 
Pleafed  with  thefe  gifts  we  fet  the  favage  free. 
Homeward  he  fprings  away,  and  bounds  with  glee. 
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Soon  as  the  gleamy  ftreaks  of  purple  morn 
The  lofty  foreft's  topmoft  boughs  adorn, 
Down  the  fteep  mountain's  fide,  yet  hoar  witli  dew, 
A  naked  crowd,  and  black  as  night  their  hue, 
Come  tripping  to  the  fhore :  Their  wifhful  eyes 
Declare  what  tawdry  trifles  moft  they  prize  : 
Thefe  to  their  hopes  were  given,  and,  void  of  fear. 

Mild  feem'd  their,  manners,  and  their  looks  fincere. 

A  bold  rafli  youth,  ambitious  of  the  fame 

Of  brave  adventurer,  Velofe  his  name. 

Through  pathlefs  brakes  their  homeward  fteps  attends, 

And  on  his  fingle  arm  for  help  depends. 

*  - 

Long  was  his  flay  :  my  earneft  eyes  explore. 
When  rufliing  down  the  mountain  to  the  fhore 
I  mark'd  him  ;  terror  urged  his  rapid  ftrides. 
And  foon  Coello's  fkifF  the  wave  divides. 


Yet 
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Yet  ere  his  friends  advanced,  the  treacherous  foe 
Trod  on  his  iateft  fteps,  and  aim'd  the  blow. 
Moved  by  the  danger  of  a  youth  fo  brave, 
Myfelf  now  fnatch'd  an  oar,  and  fprung  to  fave  : 
When  fiidden,  blackening  down  the  mountain's  height. 
Another  crowd  purfued  his  panting  flight ; 
And  foon  an  arrowy  and  a  flinty  fliower 
Thick  o'er  our  heads  the  fierce  barbarians  pour. 
Nor  pour'd  in  vain ;  a  fcather'd  arrow  flood 
Fix'd  ^  in  my  leg,  and  drank  the  gufliing  blood. 


^  Camoens,  in  dcfcribing  the  adventure 
of  Fernando  Velo/o,  by  departing  from  the 
truth  of  hiftory,  has  Ihewn  his  judgment  as 
a  Poet.  The  Place  where  the  Portuguefe 
landed  they  named  the  Bay  of  St.  Helm. 
They  caught  one  of  two  negroes,  fays 
Farioy  who  were  bufied  in  gathering  honey 
on  a  mountain.  Their  bcnaviour  to  this 
favage,  whom  they  gratified  with  a  red  cap, 
fbme  glailes  and  belTs,  induced  him  to  bripg 
a  number  of  his  companions  for  the  like 
trifles.  Though  feme  who  accompanied 
Gama  were  flcilled  in  the  various  Ethiopic 
languages,  not  one  of  the  natives  couU 
underftand  them.  '  A  commerce  however 
was  commenced  by  figns  and  geftures. 
Gama  behaved  to  them  with  great  ^civility  ; 
the  fleet  was  chearfully  fupplied  with  frefti 
provifions,  for  which  the  natives  received 
cloaths  and  trinkets.  But  this  friendihip 
was  foon  interrupted  by  a  young,  rafli  Por- 
tuguefe. Having  conira6led  an  intimacy 
with  feme  of  the  negroes,  he  obtained  leave 
to  penetrate  into  the  country  along  with 
them,  to  obferve  their  habitations  and 
flrength.  They  conducted  him  to  their 
huts  with  great  good  nature,  and  placed 
before  him,  what  they  efteemed  an  elegant 
rcpaft,  a  fea-calf  drcfled  in  the  way  of 
tht'ir  country.  This  fo  much  difguftcd  the 
delicate  Poituguelc,  tljat  he  infi.intlygot  up 
•and  abruptly  left  them.  Nor  did  t'hf-y  op- 
pofe  his  d>^*parturc,  but  accompanied  lum 


with  the  greatell  innocence.  As  fear,  how- 
ever is  always  jealous,  he  imagined  they 
were  leading  him  as  a  vidim  to  flaughter. 
No  fooner  did  he  come  near  the  (hips,  than 
he  calkd  aloud  for  afliftance.  Cocllo's  boat 
immediately  fet  off  for  his  refcae.  The 
Ethiopians  fled  to  the  woods  ;  and  now 
eflecming  the  Portuguefe  as  a  band  of  law- 
lefs  plunderers,  they  provided  themfelves 
with  arms,  and  lay  m  ambufh.  Their 
weapons  were  javelins,  headed  with  fhort 
pieces  of  horn,  which  they  throw  with 
great  dexterity.  Soon  after,  while  Gama 
and  fome  of  his  officers  were  on  the  fliore 
taking  the  altitude  of  the  fun  by  the  allrola- 
bium.  they  were  fuddenly  and  with  great 
.  fury  attackedby  the  ambufh  from  the  woods. 
Several  were  much  wounded,  multcs  ccnntul- 
teraKt,  infer  ^ucsGamein  pede  njulnus  acee^it, 
and  Gama  received  a  wound  in  the  foot. 
The  Admiral  made  a  fpeedy  retreat  to  the 
fleet,  prudently  chuflng  rather  to  leave  the 
negroes  the  honour  of  the  vidory,  than  to 
rifquc  the  life  of  one  man  in  a  quarrel  fo 
foreign  to  the  deftination  of  his  expedition; 
and  where,  to  imprefs  the  terror  of  his  arms 
could  be  of  no  fer\'ice  to  his  intereft.  When 
he  came  nearer  to  the  Eaft-Indies  he  aded 
in  a  diftcrent  manner.  He  then  made  him- 
felf  dreaded  wherever  the  treachery  of  the 
natives  piovoked  Sis  rcfcntment.  Colleded 
from  Faria  and  Q/orius^ 

'    Vengeance 
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Vengeance  as  fudden  every  wound  repays, 

Full  on  their  fronts  our  flafhing  lightnings  blaze  j 

Their  fhrieks  of  horror  inftant  pierce  the  Iky, 

And  wing'd  with  fear  at  fuUeft  fpeed  they  fly. 

Long  tracks  of  gore  their  fcattcr'd  flight  betray'd, 

And  now  Velofo  to  the  fleet  convey'd, 

His  fportful  mates  his  brave  exploits  demand, 

And  what  the  curious  wonders  of  the  land :  ^ 

"  Hard  was  the  hill  to  climb,  my  valiant  friend, 

**  But  oh  !  how  fmooth  and  eafy  to  defcend ! 

**  Well  haft  thou  proved  thy  fwiftnefs  for  the  chace, 

"  And  fliewn  thy  matchlefs  merit  in  the  race  !" 

With  look  unmoved  the  gallant  youth  reply'd, 

**  For  you,  my  friends,  my  fleeteft  fpeed  was  try'd  i 

"  'Twas  you  the  fierce  barbarians  meant  to  flay  -, 

"  For  you  I  fear'd  the  fortune  of  the  day  j 

"  Your  danger  great  without  mine  aid  I  knew, 

« 

"  And  '  fwift  as  lightning  to  your  refcue  flew." 


'  The  critics^   particularly  the  French^  tyfters^  nor  would  the  florms  frighten  Jsim. 

have  vehemently  declaimed  againft  the  leaft  Sa  honv  be  M*veifrom  his  chariot  donun  ts 

mixture  of  the  Comic,  with  the  dignity  of  the  /and  !  What  excellent,  di*uers  are  the 

the  Epic  Poem.     It  ii  needlefs  to  enter  into  Trojans!    Virgil,  the  mod  judicious  of  all 

any  defence  of  this  paiTage  of  Camoens,  Poets,  defcends  even   to  burlefque,  where 

farther  than  to  obferve,  that  Homer,  Virgil,  the  commander  of  a  galley  tumbles  the 

and  Milton  have  oflfended  the  critics  in  the  Pilot  into  the  Tea  : 

fame  manner,  and  that  this  piece  of  raillery  .       Segnmfue  Mmtetm 

in  the  Luliad  is  by  much  the  politeft,  and  the  •&  m^r^jn^^f^item  pu^i  JeturAat  ab  aba. 

leaft  reprehcnfible  of  any  thing  of  the  kind  ^  l^r'^f^^  ^*  'i'*^.  ^^^»'***J^  'f 

in  the  four  Poeu.    In  Home^  are  fevend  J:::^^^^ 

ftrokes  of  low  raillcry.Patrodus  havmg  killed  ju^  ^  tahmtm  Ta^eH,  a  rijertnatamim  5 

Hedior's  charioteer,   puns  thus   on   his   fud-  EtfalfotridtntrevmeHtempeSfarifluOut. 

den  falL     **  It  is  a  pity  he  is  not  nearer  the  And  though  the  character  of  the  fpeakers, 

/ea  I     He  wonld  /oon  catch  abundance  of  the  ingenious  defence  which  has  been  of- 

D  d                                                        fered 
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He  now  the  treafon  of  the  foe  rektes,. 

How  foon,  as  paft  the  mountain's  upland)  ftraits^ 

They  changed  the  colour  of  their  ftriehtlly  fhew. 

And  force  forbade  hi«  fteps  to  tread  bdow : 

How  down  the  coverts  of  the  fteepy  brake 

Their  lurking  (land  a  treacherous  ambuflii  take  y 

On  us,  when  fpeeding  to  defend  his  flighty 

To  r^ifli,  and  plunge  us  in  the  fhades  of  night : 

Nor  while  in  friendfhip  would  their  lips  unfold. 

Where  India's  ocean  laved  the  orient  fhores  of  gold. 


Now  profpYous  gales  the  bending  canvas^  fwdl'd ; 
From  thefe  rude  fhores  our  fearlefs  courfe  wc  hckl: 

« 

Beneath  the  gliftening  wave  the  God  of  day. 
Had  now  five  times:  withdrawn  the  parting  ray,. 
When  o'er  the  prow  a  fudden  darknefs  fpread, 
And  flowly  floating  o'er  the  mail's  tall  head 
A  black  cloud  hover'd :  nor  appear'd  from  far 
The  moon's  pale  glimpfe,  nor  faintly  twinkling  flar ; 

So  deep  a  gloom  the  louring  vapour  cafl; 

«  •» 

Transfixt  with  awe  the  bravefl  flood  aghaflr^ 


fered  for  Milton^  may,  in  (bme  ineafitfe» 
Vindicate  the  raillery  which  he  puts  into  the 
mouths  of  Satan  and  Belial,  the  lownefs  of 
it,  when  compared  with  that  of  t!\unoena, 
muft  ftill  be  acknowledged.  ")*atl!cLng  of 
the  execution  of  the  diabolical  artillery  a- 
mong  the  good  angels,  they,  fays  Satan^ 

Flew  off,  and  into  Arange  vagaries  fell 


At  they  would  d«nce,  yet  for  %  tf  anco  they  feemM- 
Somewhat  tJccraYagant  and  wild,  peilnps 
For  joy  of  offered  peace. 
To  whom  thus  Belial,  in  like  game(bme  mood. 
Leader,  the  terms  we  fent  were  terms  of  weighty 
Of  hard  contents,  and  full  of  force  urg*d  home. 
Such  as  we  might  perceive  amus*d  them  all. 
And  ftumbled  many 

'  this  gift  they  have  betide. 

They  (hew  ua  when  our  faces  walk  not  upright. 

Meanwhile 
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Meanwhile  a  hollow  burfting  roar  refounds, 
As  when  hoarfe  furgcs  lafti  their  rocky  mounds  5 
Nor  had  the  blackening  wave,  nor  frowning  heaven 
The  wonted  figns  of  gathering  tempeft  given. 
Amazed  we  flood — O  thou,  onr  fortune's  guide, 
Avert  this  Omen,  mighty  God,— I  cried; 
Or  through  forbidden  climes  adventrous  ftray'd, 
Have  we  the  fecrets  of  the  deep  furvey'd. 
Which  thefe  wide  folitudes  of  feas  and  fky 
Were  doomed  to  hide  from  man's  unhallow'd  eye  ? 
Whate'ctr  this  prodigy,  it  thrieatens  more 
Than  midnight  tempefts  and  the  mingled  roar. 
When  fea  and  flcy  combine  to  rock  the  marble  fliore. 

I  fpoke,  when  riling  through  the  darkened  air, 
Appaird  we  faw  an  hideous  Phantom  glare ; 
High  and  enormous  o'er  the  flood  he  tower'd. 
And  thwart  our  way  with  fuUen  afpeft  lour'd : 
An  earthy  palenefs  o'er  his  cheeks  was  fpread, 
Ereft  uprofc  his  hairs  of  wither'd  red  3 
Writhing  to  fpeak  his  fable  lips  difclofe. 
Sharp  and  disjoin'd,  his  gnafliing  teeth's  blue  rows ; 
His  haggard  beard  flow'd  quivering  on  the  wind, 
Revenge  and  horror  in  his  niien  combined ; 
His  clouded  front,  by  withering  lightnings  feared. 
The  inward  anguilh  of  his  foul  declared. 

D  d  2  His 
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His  red  'eyes  glowing  from  their  dulky  caves 
Shot  livid  fires :  Far  ecchoing  o'er  the  waves 
His  voice  refounded,  as  the  eavern'd  (hoile 
With  hollow  groan  repeats  the  tempeft's  roar* 
Cold  gliding  horrors  thrill'd  each  hero's  breaft. 
Our  briftling  hairs  and  tottering  knees  confeft 
Wild  dread,  the  while  with  vifage  ghaftly  wan. 
His  black  lips  trembling,  thus  the  fiend  began :  • 


*  The  partiality  of  Tranflators  and  Editors 
19  become  almoft  proverbial.  The  admi* 
ration  of  their  author  is  fuppofed  when  they 
undertake  to  introduce  him  to  the  public ; 
that  admiration  therefore,  may  without  a 
blufh  be  conferred  ;  but  if  the  reputation  of 
judgment  is  valued,  all  the  jealoufy  of  cir-  * 
cumfpedlion  is  necefTary,  for  the  traniition 
from  admiration  to  partiality  and  hypercri- 
ticifm  is  not  only  eafy,  but  to  onefelf  often 
impercep ti  ble.  Yet  however  guarded  againft 
this  partiality  of  hypercriticifm  the  Tran- 
ilator  of  Camoens  may  deem  himfelf,  he  is 
aware  that  fome  of  his  colder  readers,  may 
perhaps,  in  the  following  inftance-  accnfe 
him  of  it.  Regardlefs  however  of  xYie/ang 
froid  of  thofe  who  judge  by  authority  and 
not  by  their  own  feelings,  he  will  venture 
to  appeal  to  the  few  whoie  tafte,  though 
formed  by  the  claiHcs,  is  untainted  with  claf- 
iical  prejudices.  To  thefe  he  will  appeal, 
and  to  thefc  he  will  venture  the  aHertion, 
that  the  fidion  of  the  apparition  of  the  Cape 
of  Tempefts,  in  fublimity  and  awful  gran- 
deur of  imagination,  (lands  unfurpafled  in 

human  compoiitipn. Voltaire,  and  the 

foreign  Critics,  have  confefled  its  merit.  — 
In  the  jprodigy  of  the  Harpies  in  the  ^neid, 
neither  the 

Virginei  volwrtm  vu/tuif  fttdiffmi  9entri$ 
Prolkvies,  uruaque  manits,  tt  pallida  jrmper 
Orafamt : 

Though  Virgil,  to  heighten  the  dcfcnption, 
introduces  it  with 


fiee  faviw  ufla 


Pefiii  tt  ira  Deum  Siygiisfefe  extulit  undii  : 


Nor  the  predictions  of  the  harpy  Cel^ttui^ 
can,  in  point  of  dignity,  bear  any  com» 
parifon  with  the  fidion  of  Camoens.  The 
noble  and  admired  defcription  of  Fame,  ut 
the  fourth  ^neid,  may  feem  indeed  to 
challenge  competition : 

Fama,  wuthtm  ^uo  Hon  mliud  veledMS  uUum  t 
MobiUtiUt  vigef,  vireffut  MCfuirit  tmtido  s 
Parvs  metu  primh  j  wMtftfi  att^Ui  in  svatf 
Ingreditur^tu  fth,  (sf  ri^f  inter  nuhUa  cmdit  i 
JBam  Terra  parens,  ira  irritata  Deorum, 
Extrtmam  (utperbthent)  Ctto  EnceJadofmefirarom 
Progenuit  j  ptdihut  ederem  et  permcibui  alit : 
hionjirym  hirrtndiim,  ii^ent  ^    cui  fmei  JuM  mt/m^ 
phtnuif 
>    TtfT  vipla  9euUfiAttr  (wdrakik  diSny 

Tot  lingua,  tot  idem  orafenant,  toefnirigit  aaret, 
NoUe  voiat  coeli  medio  terr^tfne,  per  mnkram 
Strident,  nee  dulci  deeUnat  hnmna  fomn»  s 
Lucefedit  euftot,  autjummi  eulmimt  teCH, 
Turwibui  OMt  altis,  it  magntu  terriiat  nrSet* 

Fame,  the  great  ill,  from  fmaJi  begiaoings  growtj 
Swift  from  the  ftrft,  and  every  moment  brings 
New  vigour  to  her  flights,  new  piniorti  to  her 

wingt 
Soon  grows  the  Pigmy  to  gigartic  fize. 
Her  feet  on  earth,  her  forehead  in  the  (kies  t 
£nra«;ed  againft  the  Gods,  revengeful  Earth 
Produced  her  iaft  of  the  Tttanian  biith. 
SwUt  in  her  walk,  more  fwilt  her  winged  haAc^ 
A  monftroQs  phantom,  horrible  and  vaft  j 
As  many  plumes  as  raife  her  lofty  fiiglit. 
So  many  piercing  eyes  enlarge  her  fight ; 
Millions  of  opening  mouihs  lo  Fame  belong, 
And  every  niuuth  u  furniih*d  ^ith  a  tongue. 
Ami  round  ^vith  liflniog  ears  the  flying  plagw 

is  hung  { 

She  Alls  the  peaceful  univerfe  with  cries. 
No  numbers  ever  dofe  her  wakeful  eyes  i 
By  day  from  lofty  towers  her  bead  ihe  ditws.— — 

Days. 
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O.you,  the  boldeft  of  the  nations,  fired 
.  By  daring  pride,  by  luft  of  fame  infpired. 
Who  fcornful  of  the  bowers  of  fweet  repofe, 
Through  thefe  my  waves  advance  your  daring  prows, 
Regardlefs  of  the  lengthening  watery  way. 
And  all  the  ftorms  that  own  my  fovereign  fw^y. 
Who  mid  furrounding  rocks  and  Ihelves  explore 
Where  never  hero  braved  my  rage  before ; 
Ye  fons  of  Lufus,  who  with  eyes  profane 
Have  view'd  the  fecrets  of  my  awful  reign. 
Have  pafs'd  the  bounds  which  jealous  Nature  drew 
To  veil  her  fecret  fhrine  from  mortal  view  > 


The  MobilUate'vigeif  tlic  Firis  atquirit 
eundo,  the  Par*va  meru  prima,  &c.  the  C«- 
ftit  inter  nubila  condit^  the  plumdt^  aculi 
Jijigtuef  ora,  and  aures,  the  NcSi  'volaff  the 
Luce  fedet  cuflos,  and  the-  Magna j  territat 
urhes,  are  all  very  great,  and  finely  ima- 
gined. But  the  whole  piAure  is  the  ofF- 
ipring  of  careful  attention  and  judgment ; 
it  is  a  noble  difplay  of  the  calm  majefiy  of 
Virgil,  but  it  has  not  the  enthufiafm  of  that 
heat  of  fpontaneous  conception,  which  the 
ancients  honoured  with  the  name  of  infpi- 
ration.  The  fiction  of  Camoens,  on  the 
contrary,  is  the  genuine  eifufion  of  the  glow 
of  poetical  imagination.  The  defcription 
of  the  fpe£be,  the  awfiilnefs  of  the  pre- 
didion,  and  the  horror  that  breathes  through 
the  whole,,  till  the  phantom  is  interrupted 
by  Gama,  are  in  the  true  fpirit  of  the  wild 
and  grand  terrific  of  an  Homer,  or  a  Shake- 
foeare.  fiut  however  Camocns  may,  in 
this  pa/Tage,  have  excelled  Virgil,  he  him- 
felf  is  infinitely  furpaiTed  by  two  pafTages  of 
Holy  Writ.  **  A  thing  *was  fecretly  brought 
io  jwf,"  fays  the  Author  of  the.  book  of  Job, 
**'  and  mine  ear  recei*ved  a  little  thereof.  In 
thoughts  from  the  njijions  of  the  night,  *when 
deep  Jleep  faileth  on  men,  fear  came  upon  me 


and  trembling,  which  modi  all  n$f  hoteet  to 

flfoke  :  then  a  fpirit  paffed  before  my  face ; 
thi  hair  of  myflefo  flood  up  :  It  flood  fliU^ 
but  I  could  not  difcern  the  form  thereof:  an 
image  vuas  before  mine  eyes,  there  nvas  filence^ 
and  I  heard  a  <voice  :  Shall  mortal  man  bt 
more  juft  than  God !  flfoU  a  man  be  more 
pure  than  his  Maker  !  Behold  he  put  no  trufl 
in  his  fer*uants,  and  his  angels  he  charged 
'with  folly  :  ho*w  much  left  them  that  d'well 
in  houfes  of  clay,  nsjhofe  foundation  is  in  the 
dufl,  andnvho  are  crujbed  before  the  moth  ! 

This  whole  pafTage,  particularly  the  indif- 
tinguifhable  form  and  tne  filence,  are  as  fupe- 
rior  to  Camoens  in  the  inimitably  wild  terri* 
fie,  as  the  following,  from  the  Apocalypfe,  is 
in  grandeur  of  defcription.  *  ^Andlfaiu  ano^ 
tber  mighty  angel  come  doivn  from  heaven^ 
cloathediuitha  cloud,  and arainboiv-ujas upon 
his  head,  his  face  ivas  as  it  fwere  the  fun,  and 
his  feet  as  pillars  of  fire  •-  •  .  ..  and  he  fet 
his  right  foot  upon  the  fea,  and  his  left  foot 
u^on  the  earth,  and  cried  *with  a  loud  voice, 
as  twhen  a  lien  roareth  .  •  .  •  •  and  he  lifted 
up  his  hand  to  heaven,  antifware  by  Him 
that  li*ueth  for  ever  and  ever,  •  .  .  •  .  that 
Timejhould  be  no  mo'^e* 

Hear 
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Hear  from  my  lips  what  direful  woes  attend, 
And  burfting  foon  (hall  o'er  your  race  defcend. 


With  every  bounding  keel  that  dares  my  rage,     . 
Eternal  war  my  rocks  and  ftorms  Ihall  wage. 
The  next  proud  fleet  that  through  my  drear  'domain. 
With  daring  fearch  Ihall  hoifl  the  ftreaming  vane. 
That  gallant  navy  by  my  whirlwinds  tofl. 
And  raging  feas  Ihall  perifh  on  my  coaft.: 
Then  He  who.firft  my  fecret  reign  defcried 
A  naked  corfe  wide  floating  o'er  the  tide 

Shall  drive Unlefs  my  heart's  full  raptures  fail, 

O  Lufus !  oft  (halt  thou  thy  children  wail  j 

Each  year  thy  fhipwreck'd  fons.fhalt  thou  deplore, 

Each  year  thy  flieeted  mafts  (hall  ftrew  my  Ihore. 

* 
With  trophies  plumed  behold  an  Hero  come*. 

Ye  dreary  wilds,  prepare  his  yawning  tomb. 


•  Tbe  next  proud  fleet, On  the  return 

of  Gama  to  Portugal,  a. fleet  of  thirteen 
fail,  under  the  command  of  Pedro  Alvarez 
Cabral,  was  fent  out  on  the  fecond  voyage  to 
India,  where  the  admiral  with  only  fix  mips 
arrived.  The  reft  were  moftly  deftroyed 
by  a  terrible  temp<?ft  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  which  lafted  twenty  days.  The 
day-time,  fays  F.aria^  was  fo  dark  that  the 
(ailors  could  fcarcely  fee  each  other,  or  hear 
what  was  faid  for  the  horrid  noife  of  the 
winds.  Among  thofe  \(^ho  perifhed  was  the 
celebrated  Bartbolome'w  Diaz,  who  was  the 
firft  modern  difcoverer  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  which  he  named  the  Cape  of  Tern- 
peib. 

'  Bebolii  an  hero  come  •  Don  Frandfco 
de  Almeyda,  He  was  the  firft  Portuguefe 
viceroy  of  India,  in  which  country  he  ob- 


tained feveral  great  viftorics  over  the  Mo- 
hanunedans  and  Pagans.  He  was  the  firft 
who  conquered  Quiloa  and  Mombafla  or 
Mombaze.  On  his  return  to  Portugal  he 
pnt  into  the  bay  of  Saldanna,  near  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  to  t^e  in  water  and 
provifions.  The  rudenefs  of  one  of  his 
lervants  produced  a  quarrel  with  the  Caf- 
itt^,  or  Hottentots.  His  attendants^  much 
againft  his  will,  forced  him  to  march  aeainft 
the  blacks.  *'  Ah,  whither  (he  exclaimed) 
^'  will  you  carry  the  infirm  man  of  fixty 
**  years.'*  After  plundering  a  miferable 
village,  on  the  return  to  their  fhips  they 
were  attacked  by  a*fuperior  number  of 
Caffves,  who  fought  witn  fuch  fury  in  t^{- 
cue  of  their  children,  whom  the  Portuguefe 
ha4  feized,  that  the  viceroy  and  fifty  of  his 
attendants  were  (lain. 

Though 
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Though  fmiling  fortune  bleft  his  youthful  morn. 
Though  glory's  rays  his  laurel'd  brows  adorn, 
Full  oft  though  he  beheld  with  fparkling  eye 
The  Turkifti  moons  in  wild  conf^ifion  fly, 
While  he,  proud  viftor,  thunder'd  in  the  rear. 
All,  all  his  mighty  fame  fhall  vanifli  here. 
Qujloa's  fons,  and  thine  Mombaze,  fhall  fee 
Their  conqueror  bend  his  laurel'd  head  to  me ; 
While  proudly  mingling  with  the  tempeft's  found. 
Their  ihouts  of  joy  from  every  cliff  reboundl 

The  howling  blafl,  ye  flumbering  florms  prepare, 
A  youthful  Lover  and  his  beauteous  Fair, 
Triumphant  fdl  from  India's  ravaged  land  > 
His  evil  angel  leadis  him  to  my  flrand. 
Through  the  torn  hulk  the  dafhing  waves  fhall  roar, 
'The  fhatter'd  wrecks  fhall  blacken  all  my  fhore. 
Themfelves  efcaped,  defpoil'd  by  favage  hands, 
Shall  naked  wandtr  o'er  the  burning  fands. 
Spared  by  the  waves  far  deeper  woes  to  bear. 
Woes  even  by  me  acknowledged  with  a  tear. 
Their  infant  race,  the  promifed  heirs  of  joy. 
Shall  now  no  more  an  hundred  hands  employ ; 
By  cruel  want,  beneafh  the  parents'  eye. 
In  thefe  wide  waftes  their  infant  race  fhall  die  j 
Through  dreaiy  wilds  where  never  Pilgrim  trod, 
Whej-e  caverns  yawn  and  rocky  fragments  nod. 
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The  haplefs  Lover  and  his  Bride  (hall  ftray, 
By  night  unflielter'd,  and  forlorn  by  day. 
In  vain  the  Lover  o'er  the  tracklefs  plain 
Shall  dart  his  eyes,  and  cheer  his  fpoufe  in  vain. 
Her  tender  limbs,  and  breaft  of  mountaiii  fnow. 
Where  ne*er  before  intruding  blaft  might  blow, 
Parch'd  by  the  fun,  and  fhriveird  by  the  cold 
Of  dewy  night,  fhall  he,  fond  man,  behold. 
Thus  wand'ring  wide,  a  thoufand  ills  o'erpaft, 
In  fond  embraces  they  Ihall  fink  at  laft ; 
While  pitying  tears  their  dying  eyes  o'-erflow^ 
And  the  laft  figh  fhall  wail  each  other's  "  woe. 


) 


V     t 


"  This  poetical  defcription  of  the  mife- 
rable  cataftrophe  of  Don  Emmanuel  de 
SoQza,  and  his  beautiful  fpoufe  Leonora  de 
Sa,  is  by  no  means  exaggerated.  He  was 
feveral  years  governor  of  Diu  in  India^ 
where  he  amaiTed  immenfe  wealth.  On 
his  return  to  his  native  country,  the  (hip  in 
which  was  his  lady>  all  his  riches,  and 
five  hundred  men,  his  failors  and  domeftics, 
was  daihed  to  pieces  jon  the  rocks  at  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope.  Don  Emmanuel, 
his  lady,  and  three  children,  with  four 
hundred  of  the  crew  efcaped,  having  only 
faved  a  few  arms  and  provifions.  As  they 
marched  through  the  wild  uncultivated  do- 
ferts,  fome  died  of  famine,  of  third,  and 
fatigue ;  others,  who  wandered  from  the 
main  body  in  fearch  of  water,  were  mur- 
dered by  the  favages,  or  deftroyed  by  the 
wild  beafts.  They  arrived  at  laft  at  a  vil- 
lage inhabited  by  Ethiopian  banditti.  At 
firft  they  were  courteoufly  received,  but  the 
barbarians,  having  unexpectedly  feized  their 
arms,  dripped  the  whole  company  naked, 
and  left  them  deftitute  to  the  mercy  of  the 
defert.  The  wretchednefs  of  the  delicate 
and  expofed  Leonora  was  cncreafed  by 
Che  brutal  iafulcs  of  the   negroes.      Her 


hufband,  unable  '^to  relieve,  beheld  htr 
miferies.  After  having  travelled  about  300 
leagues,  her  legs  fwelled,  her  feet  bleedine 
.at  every  ftep,  and  her  ftrength  cxhauiled, 
ihe  funk  down,  and  with  the  fand  co- 
*vered  herfelf  to  the  neck,  to  conceal  her 
nakednefs.  In  this  dreadful  fituation,  (he 
1)eheld  two  of  her  children  expire.  Her  own 
death  foon  followed.  Her  hufband,  who 
had  been  long  enamoured  of  her  beauty, 
received  her  lail  breath  in  a  diflra6led  em- 
brace. Immediately  he  fnatched  his  third 
child  in  his  arms,  and  uttering  the  moft  la- 
mentable cries,  he  ran  into  the  thickeft  of 
the  ^ood,  where  the  wild  beafts  were  foon 
heard  to  growl  over  their  prey.  Of  the 
whole  four  hundred  who  efcaped  the  waves, 
only  fix  and  twenty  arrived  at  another 
Ethiopian  village,  whofe  inhabitants  were 
more  civilized,  and  traded  with  the  mer- 
chants of  the  Red  fea,  from  whence  they 
found  a  paifaee  to  Europe,  and  brought 
the  tidings  of  the  unhappy  fate  of  their 
companions.  Jerome  de  Cortereal,  a  Por- 
tuguefe  poet,  has  written  an  affecting  poem 
on  the  (hipwreck  and  deplorable  cataftrophe 
of  Don  Emmanuel  and  his  beloved  fpoufe* 
Panlj  from  Cafina, 


Some 
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Some  few,  the  fad  compa^mdhs  of  their  fate. 
Shall  yet  furvive,  protefted  by  my  hate,    ' 
On  Tagus'  banks  the  difmal  tale  to  tell 
How  blafte^!by  xny  frown- your  heroes  fell. 

He  paused,  in  a6l  ftill  farther  to  difclofe 
A  long,  a  dreary  prophecy  of  wpes: 

When  fpringing  onward,  Ipud  my.  V9ice  reipunds. 
And  midft  his  rage  the  threatening  §hade  confounds. 
What  art  thou.  Horrid  Form,  that  ridefl;  the  air  ? 
By  heaven's  eternal  light,  ftern  Fiend,  declare. 
His  lips  he  writhes,  his  eyes  far  round  he  throws, 
And  from  his  breaft  deep  hollow  groans  arofe. 
Sternly  afkaunce  he  ftood :  withi  wounded  pride 
And  anguifh  torn,  In  me,  behold,  he  cried, 
While  dark-red  fparkles  from  his  eyeballs  roll'd, 
In  me  the  Spirit  of  the  Cape  behold, 
That  rock  by  you  the  Cape  of  Tempefts  named. 
By  Neptune's  rage  in  horrid  earthquakes  framed, 

» 

When  Jove's  red  bolts  o'er  Titan's  oflFspring  flamed. 

With  wide-ftretch'd  piles  I  guard  the  pathlefs  ftrand. 

And  Afric's  fouthern  mound  unmoved  I  ftand ; 

Nor  Roman  prow,  nor  daring  Tyrian  oar 

Ere  dafh'd  the  white  wave  foaming  to  my  fhorc  j 

Nor  Greece  nor  Carthage  ever  fpread  the  fail 

On  thefe  my  feas  to  catch  the  trading  gale, 

E  e  Yo4 
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You,  you  alone  have  dared  tx>  plough  my  main^ 

And  with  the  human  voice  difturb  my  lonei^aie  reign. 


Sprung  from  th'  embrace  o£  ITi^n  and)  of  EajTvihi 
The  hundred-handed  giant  at  a  birfh, 
And  Me  the  rock-ribb'd  mother  gave  to  fame. 
Great  Adamaftor  then  my  dreaded  name. 
In  my  bold  brothers*  glorious  hopes  engaged, 
Tremendous  war  againft  the  gods  I  waged  : 
Yet  not  to  reach  the  throne  of  heaven  I  try, 
With  mountain  piled  on  mountain  to  the  fky ; 
To  me  the  conqueft  of  the  feas  befet. 
In  his  green  realm  the  fecond  Jove  to  quell. 
Nor  did  ambition  all  my  paflions  hold, 
'Twas  love  that  prompted  an  attempt  fo  bold. 
Ah  me,  one  fummer  in  the  cool  of  day 
I  faw  the  Nereids  on  the  fandy  bay 
With4ovely  Thetis  from  the  wave  advance 
In  mirthful  frolic,  and  the  naked  dance. 
In  all  her  charms  reveaPd  the  goddefs  trode. 
With  fierceft  fires  my  ftruggling  bofom  glow'd ; 
Yet,  yet  I  feel  them  burning  in  my  heart. 
And  hopelefs  languifti  with  the  raging  fmart. 
For  her,  each  goddefs  of  the  heavens  I  fcorn  d. 
For  her  alone  my  fervent  ardour  burn'd. 


In 
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In  vain  I  woo'd  her  to  the  lover's  bed. 
From  my  grim  form  with  horror  mute  fhe  fled. 
Madning  with  love,  by  force  I  ween  to  ^gain 
The  filver  goddefs  of  the  bine  domain : 
To  the  hoar  mother  of  the  Nereid  "^  band 
I  tell  my  purpofe,  arid  her  aid  command : 
By  fear  impelVd^  old  Doris  tries  to  move, 

And  win  the  fi)Oufe  of  Pelcus  to  my  love. 

» 

The  filver  goddefs  with  a  fmilie  replies, 

What  nymph  can  yield  her  charms  a  giant's  pri^e ! 

Yet  from  the  horrors  of  a  war  to  fave. 

And  guard  in  peace  our  empire  of  the  wave, 

* 

Whatever  with. honour  he  m&y  hope  to  gain. 
That  let  him  hope  his  wifh  fhall  foon  attain. 
The  promifed  grace  infufed  a  bolder  fire, 

And  fhook  my  mighty  limbs  with  fierce  defire. 
But  ah,  what  error  fpreads  its  dreamful  night. 
What  phantoms  hover  o'er  the  lover's  fight ! 
The  war  refign'd,  my  fteps  by  Doris  led. 
While  gentle  eye  her  fhadowy  mantle  fpread, 
Before  my  fteps  the  fnowy  Thetis  (hone 
In  all  her  charms,  all  naked,  and  alone. 
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"^  Doris,   the  fifter  and  fpoufc  of  Ne-  Doris,  the  bittemcfs  or  fait,  the  fuppofed 

reus,  jind  mother  of  the  Nereides.    By  Ne-  caufe  of  its  prolific  quality  in  the  generation 

reus,  in  the  phyfical  fenfe  of  the  fable,  is  of  fifties, 
anderflood  the  water  of  the  fea,   and  by 

E  e  2                                        Swift 
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Swift  as  the  wind  with  open  arms  I  fprung, 

And  round  her  waift  with  joy  delirious  clung  : 

In  all  the  tranfports  of  the  warm  embrace. 

An  hundred  kifles  on  her  angel  face,  - 

On  all  its  various  charms  my  rage  beftows. 

And  on  her  cheek  my  cheek  enraptured  glows. 

When,  oh,  what  anguifh  while  my  fliame  I  tell ! 

What  fixt  defpair,  what  rage  my  bofom  fwell ! 

Here  was  no  goddefs,  here  no  heavenly  charms, 

A  rugged  mountain  fiU'd  my  eager  arms, 

Whofe  rocky  top  overhung  with  matted  brier. 

Received  the  kiffes  of  my  amourous  fire. 

Waked  from  my  dream  cold  horror  freezed  my  blood  5 

Fixt  as  a  rock  before  the  rock  I  flood  5 

O  faireft  goddefs  of  the  ocean  train, 

Behold  the  triumph  of  thy  proud  jdifdain ; 

Yet  why,  I  cried,  with  all  I  wifti'd  decoy. 

And  when  exulting  in  the  dream  of  joy. 

An  horrid  mountain  to  mine  arms  convey  ! 

Madning  I  fpoke,  and  furious  fprung  away* 

Far  to  the  fouth  I  fought  the  world  unknown, 

Where  I  unheard,  unfcorn'd,  might  wail  alone. 

My  foul  difhonour,  and  my  tears  to  hide. 

And  (hun  the  triumph  of  the  goddefs*  pride. 

My  brothers  now  by  Jove's  red  arm  o  erthrown. 

Beneath  huge  mountains  piled  on  mountains  groan  5 

Ami 


Book  V. 


THE        L    U    S    I    A    D. 


21:5 


And  I,  who  taught  each  eccho  to  deplore. 

And  tell  my  forrows  to  the  defert  fhore, 

I  felt  the  hand  of  Jove  my  crimes  purfue, 

My  ftifFening  flefh  to  earthy  ridges  grew, 

And  my  huge  bones,  no  more  by  marrow  warm'd. 

To  horrid  piles  and  ribs  of  rock  transform'd. 

Yon  dark-brow'd  cape  of  monflrous  fize  became, 

Where  round  me  ftill^  in  triumph  o'er  my  fhame. 

The  filvery  Thetis  bids  her  furges  roar, 

■ 

And  waft  my  groans  along  the  dreary  fhore. 


He  fpoke,  and  deep  a  lengthen'd  figh  he  drew, 
A  doleful  found,  and  vanifh'd  from  the  view ; 
The  frighten'd  billows  gave  a  rolling  fwell. 
And  diftant  far  prolonged  the  difmal  yell ; 
Faint  and  more  faint  the  howling  ecchoes  die, 
And  the  black  cloud  difperfuig  leaves  the  ""  fky. 


'  The  circamflances  of  the  difappearance 
of  the.{pedreare  in  the  fame  poetical  fpir.it 
of  the  introdudlion.  If  we  may  be  allowed 
to  allegorife  the  amour  of  Adamaftor,  it 
will  be  found  a  neceflary  part  of  the  fidtion, 
and>  at  any  rate,  to  fuppofe  the  fpe^re  the 
Spirit  of  that  huge  promontory  the  Cape  of 
Tempeds,  which  by  night  makes  its  aw- 
ful appearance  to  the  Heet  of  Gama, 
while  wandering  in  an  unknown  ocean, 
is  a  noble  flight  of  imagination  ;  nor 
need  one  fcrupTe  to  afHrm,  that  the  de- 
ception of  the  lover,  and  the  meramorpho- 
fis,  are  in  the  befl  manner  of  Ovid.  As 
already  obfer\'cd  in  the  preface,  the  poem 
of  Camocns  is  often  allegorical :  Toeftab- 
lifli  Chriftianity  in  the  Eall,  is  cxprefly  faid 
in  the  Lufiad  to  be  the  great  purpofe  of  the 
Hero.     By  Bacchus,  the  demon  who  oppo* 


fes  the  expedition,  maft,  of  confequence,  be 
meant  the  genius  of  Mohammedifm :  and  ac- 
cordingly in  the  eighth  book,  the  Evil  Spirit 
and  Bacchus  are  mentioned  as  the  fame  per- 
(bnage ;  where,  in  the  figure  of  Mohammed, 
he  appears  in  a  dream  to  a  Mohammedan 
prieft.  In  like  manner  by  Adamaftor,  the.gc« 
nius  of  Mohammedifm  mufl  be  fuppofed  to 
be  meant.  The  Moors,  who  profcflTed  that 
religion,  till  the  arrival  of  Gama,  were  the 
A>Ie  navigators  of  the  eaftem  feas, '  and  by 
every  exertion  of  force  and  fraud  they  endea- 
voured to  prevent  the  fettlcmentsof  theChrif- 
tians.  In  the  figure  of  the  fpeftre,  the  French 
iranAator  finds  an  exa£l  defcrip:ion  of  the 
perfoa  of  Mohammed,  his  fierce  demeanour 
and  pale  complexion,  but  he  certainly  car- 
ries hi  J  uvra'velmeKt  too  fir  in  feveral  ia- 


ft 


met* 
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High  to  the  angel  hoft,  whofe  guardian  care 
Had  ever  round  us  watch'd,  my  hands  I  rfear. 
And  heaven's  dread  king  implore,  As  <J*er.our  heaii 
The  fiend  diffolved,  an  empty  Ihadow  fled ; 
So  may  his  curfes  by  the  winds  of  heaven 
Far  o'er  the  deep,  their  idle  fport,  be  driven ! 

Now  from  the  wave  the  chariot  of  the  day 
Whirl'd  by  the  fiery  courfers  fprings  away, 
When  full  in  view  the  giant  Cape  appears, 
Wide  fpreads  its  limbs,  and  high  its  fhoulders  rears ; 
Behind  us  now  it  curves  the  bending  fide, 
And  our  bold  veffels  plow  the  eaftern  tide. 
Nor  long  excurfive  off  at  fea  we  ftand, 
A  cultured  ihore  invites  us  to  the  land. 
Here  their  fweet  fcenes  the  rural  joys  beftow. 
And  give  our  wearied  minds  a  lively  '  glow. 


ftances  :  to  mention  only  two ;  ''  Moham- 
med (fays  he)  was  a  fallb  prophet,  fo  is  Ada- 
mailor,  who  fays  Emmanuel  de  Souza  and 
his  fpoafe  (hall  die  in  one  another's  arms, 
whereas,  the  hufband  was  devoured  by  wild 
bcaftsinthe  wood.  .  .  .  By  the  metamor- 
phofis  of  Adamador  into  an  huge  mafs  of 
earth  and  rock,  laved  'by  the  waves,  is 
meant  the  death  and  tomb  of  Mohammed. 
He  died  of  a  dropfy,.  behold  the  waters 
which  furround  him  ;  <vei:a  les  eaux  qui 
V^ntourent, — His  tomb  was  exceeding  high, 
behold  the  height  of  the  promontory."  ^y 
fuch  latitude  ot  interpretation,  the  allegory 
which  was  really  intended  by  an  autnor, 
becomes  fufp'jdled  by  the  reader.  As  Ca- 
moens,  however,  ha;»  alTuied  us  that  he  did 


allegorife,  one  need  not  hefitate  to  afRrm* 
that  the  amour  of  Adamaftor  is  an  ^  in- 
ftance  of  it.  By  Thetis  is  figured  Renown, 
or  true  Glory,  by  the  fierce  paffion  of  the 
giant,  the  fierce  rage  of  ambition,  and  by 
the  rugged  mountam  that  filled  his  deluded 
arms,  the  infamy  acquired  by  the  brutal 
conqueror  Mohammed.  The  hint  of  this 
lafl  CL^cumflance  is  adopted  from  C  after  a. 

f  And  gi*ve  out  nxjcarisd  minds  a  U'velf 
glow, — Variety  is  no  lefs  delightful  to  the 
reader  than  to  the  traveller,  and  the  ima- 
gination of  Camoens  gave  an  abundant 
lupply.  The  infertion  of  this  palloral  land- 
fcape,  between  the  terrific  fcenes  which 
precede  and  follow,  has  a  fineefFedl.  **  Va- 
**  riety,"  fays  Pope,  in  one  of  his  notes  on 
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The  tenants  pf  tbci  coaft>  a  ftnive>  l»a4i  f . 

*  With  dances  meet  us  on  the.  yeUiow  f^Hf^j 
Their  brides  oa  flQjv-rpaced  ox^n^rq^g  k^^viAi. 
The  fpreading  homs  with  flpwefy  g^l%nds  mm^. 
Befpoke  the  de w*-lapt  beeves  their  p{ou4eft.  hp^^i 
Of  all  their  beftial  ftore  the  valued  mott. 
By  turns  the  hufbands  and  the  brides  prolong^ 
The  various  meafures .  o£  die  rural  fong. 
Now  to  the  dance  t^e,  ru^  f^j^djs  refpund ; 
The  dancers'  heels  l^ght-quivering.  beat  the.  ground^ 
And  now  the  lambs  around  them  bleating  ftray^ 
Feed  from  their  hafids»  or  round  them  frifking  ^^. 
Methought  I  faw  the  fylvan  reign,  of  Fap^ 
And  heard  the  mufic  of  the  Mantuan  fwan  : 
With  fmiles  we  hail  thpm^' and.  with  joy  behold. 
The  blifsful-  naainnfirs  of  *  the  age  of  gold. 
With  that  mild  kindnefs>  by  their  looks  difplay'd, 
Frefh  ftores  they  bring,  with  cloth  of  red  repay'd ; 


1 1 .. 


9 

; 


f .' 


the  Odyfiey,  "gives  life  an^ delight ;  and 
'*  it  18  much  more  neceflliry  in  epic  tKan  in 
*'  comic  or  tragic  poetry,  fometimes  tofliift 
*^  the  fcenes  to  diverfify  and  embellifh  the. 
•«  ftory."  The  authority  of  another  cele- 
brated writer  offers  itfelf :  '<  Lex  P^ftu^ais 
**  maviguant  fur  Vociau  Atlantiquet  decou^ 
^'  'vrirent  la  pointt  le  plus  tneridicnali  dc 
**  rAfriqut  ;  ///  *virtnt  une  *vafte  mer  \  elU 
**  les  porta  aux  Indes  Orient aUs  ;  leurs  perils 
**  /nr  cefte  mer^  et  la  dec^uverte  de  Moxam^ 
*•  Bique^  de  Melindty  et  de  Calecut^  ont  eie 
••  ebantSs  par  U  Camdens^  dont  le  poeme  fait 


•*  fentir  quelque  cho/(  de  cbarmes  de^  POdyf- 
**  Jee^  €t  dela  magnificence  de  f  Emtde,'*!  i.  e. 
The  Portuguefe  failii\g  upon  the  Atlantic 
ocean  difccvf red  the  moil  fouthern  poin( 
of  Africa  :  here  they  found  an  immenfe 
Tea,  which  carried  them  to  the  Ea^  Ind/es, 
The  dangers  they  encountered  in  the  voy- 
itge,  the  difcovery  of  Mozambic,  of  Mclin« 
da,  and  of  Calccut,  have  been  fung  by  Ca- 
moenSy  whofe  poem  recalls  to  our  minds 
the  charms  of  tlie  OdyfTey,  and  the  magni- 
ficence of  the  Encid.  Montefquicu,  Spirit 
of  Laws,  b.  xxi.  c.  21. 


Yet 
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Yet  from  their  lips  no  word  we  knew  could  flow,  -  i 

No  fign  of  India's  ftrand  their  hands  beftow. 

Fair  blow  the  winds ;  again  with  fails  unfurl'd 

We  dare  the  main,  and  feek  the  eaftern  world. 

Now  round  black  Afric's  coaft  our  navy  veer'd. 

And  to  the  world's  mid  circle  northward  fteer'd : 

The  fouthern  pole  low  to  the  wave  declined,  - 

We  leave  the  ifle  of  Holy  Crofs  *  behind ; 

That  ifle  where  erft  a  Lufian,  when  he  paft 

The  tempeft-beaten  cape,  his  anchors  caft. 

And  own'd  his  proud  ambition  to  explore 

The  kingdoms  of  the  morn  could  dare  no  more. 

From  thence,  ftill  on,  our  daring  courfe  we  hold  ^ 

Through  tracklefs  gulphs,  whofe  billows  never  roU'd 

Around  the  veffel's  pitchy  fides  before  j 

Through  tracklefs  gulphs,  where  mountain  furges  roar. 

For  many  a  .night,  when  not  a  flrar  appear'd. 

Nor  infant  moon's  dim  horns  the  darknefs  cheer'd ; 

For  many  a  dreary  night,  and  cheerlefs  day, 

In  calms  now  fet'ter'd,  now  the  whirlwind's  play. 

By  ardent  hope  ftill  fired,  we  forced  our  dreadful  way. 

Now  fmooth  as  glafs  the  fliining  waters  lie. 

No  cloud  flow  moving  fails  the  azure  fky  3 

* 

.  "  A  fmall  ifland,  named  Sa/tfa  Cruz  by  five  leagues  further,  to  the  river  M  It^amte^ 
Bartholomew  Diaz,  who  difcovered  it.  Ac-  which,  till  paft  by  Gama,  was  the  utmoft 
cording  to  Faria  y  Siu/a^  he  went  twenty-       extent  of  the  Portugacfe  difcoveries. 

Slack 
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Slack  from  their  height  the  fails  unmoved  decline^ 
The  airy  ftreamers  form  the  downward  linfi  ; 
No  gentle  quiver  owns  the  gentle  gale. 
Nor  gentleft  fwell  diftends  the  ready  fail ; 
Fixt  as  in  ice  the  flumbering  prows  remain. 
And  illence  wide  extends  her  fblemn  reign. 
Now  to  the  waves  the  burfting  clouds  deic^nd, 
And  heaven  and  fea  in  meeting  tempefts  blend ; 
The  black-wing'd  whirlwinds  o'er  the  ocean  fweep, 
And  from  his  bottom  roars  the  daggering  deep. 
Driven  by  the  yelling  blaft*s  impetuous  fway 
Staggering  we  bound,  yet  osaward  bou^  away : 
And  now  efcaped  the  fury  of  the  ftorm. 
New  danger  threatens  in  a  various  form  \ 
Though  frefli  the  breeze  the  fwelling  canvas  fweird» 
A  current's  headlong  fweep  our  prows  withheld : 
The  rapid  force  impreft  on  every  keel. 
Backward,  o'erpower'd,  our  rolling  vdTels  reel : 
When  from  their  fouthem  caves  the  wind$,  enraged 
In  horrid  cohflift  with  the  waves  engaged ; 
Beneath  the  tempeft  groans  each  loadi^  mail:. 
And  o'er  the  rufhing^  tide  our  bounding  navy  **  paft- 


^  It  was  the  ibrce  of  this  nxfhing  current  ^  «  tempeft.    The  feafon^*  .Mrhen   thefe 

which  retarded  the  farther  difcoveriet  of  Teas  aie  fafely  navigable,  are  now  perfedlly 

Diaz.    Gama  got  ow  it  by  the  affiAance  know^ 

F  f                                          Now 
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Now  (hined  the  facred  morn,  when  from  the  Baft 
Three  kings  the  holy  cradled  Babe  addreft, 
And  hail'd  him  Lord  of  heaven :  that  feftive  day . 
We  dropt  our  anchors  in  an  opening  bay ; 
The  river  from  the  facred  day  we  name^ 
And  ftores,  the  wandering  feaman's  right,  we  claim : 
Stores  we  received ;  our  deareft  hope  in  vain. 
No  word  they  utter'd  could  our  ears  retain  j 
Nought  to  reward  our  fearch  for  India's  found. 
By  word  or  fign  our  ardent  wiflies  ^  crown'i 


Behold,  O  King,  how  many  a  (hore  we  try'd  I 
How  many  a  fierce  barbarian's  rage  defy'd ! 
Yet  ftill  in  vain  for  India's  fhores  we  try. 
The  long-fought  fhores  our  daring  fearch  defy. 
Beneath  new  heavens,  where  not  a  ftar  we  knew. 
Through  changing  climes,  where  poifon'd  air  we  drew  -, 
Wandering  new  fcas,  in  gulphs  unknown,  forlorn. 
By  labour  weakened,  and  by  famine  worn; 
Our  food  corrupted,  pregnant  with  difeafe. 
And  peftilence  on  each  cxpefted  breeze  j 

^  The  frequent  difappomtmcnts  of  the  ■  Ogm 

Portuguefe,  when  they  exped  to  hear  feme  Jffii'x '  oti  u  eximfortuna  rtftruat  f 

account  of  India,  is  a  judicioos  imitation  of  £^T  ^^  '^'^^  "  ""*""  '^  ''^^'"^  -^  I 

fcveral  parts  of  Virgil ;  who,  in  the  fame  SSr^X  wj^^^l^'^  t^inbo^ital^ 

^  :c      **<.!.        ^'tL     tr  ex.  ^*^*^'P'"^i"fJ^  ftrmun^dttm  per  mart  mafnm 

manner,    magnifies   the    diftieffcs    of  the  h^^ f^inir  jugi^ntcm.  n  ^'^r  uX^ 

Trojans  m  their  fearch  for  the  fated  feat  of 

Empire; 


Ek.  v. 

Not 
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Not  even  a  gleiam  of  libpe's  delufive  ray    c 
To  lead  us  onw&rd  through  the  devious  way; 
That  kind  delufion  which  full  oft  has  chcer'd 
The  bravefl  minds,-  tUl -glad- fuccefs  appearVi 
Worn  as  we  were-e^eh  night,  .with  hopelefs  care, 
Each  day  with  danger  that  increafed  defpair ; 
Oh  !  Monarch,  Judge,  what  lef§  than  Lufian  fire 
Could  ftill  the  daring  fcorn.  of  fate  infpire ! 
What  lefs,  O  King,  than  Lufian  faith  withftand, 
When  dire  defpair  and  famine  gave  command 
Their  chief  to  murder,  and  with  lawlefs  power 
Sweep  Afric's  feas,  and  every  coaft  devour  1 
What  more  thar>  Men  in  wild  defpair  ftill  bold  ! 
Thefe  more  than  Men  in  thefe  my  band  behold  ! 
Sacred  to  death,  by  death  alone  fubdued, 
Thefe  all  the  rage  of  fiercfe  defpair  ^  withftood ; 


*  It  had  been  extremely  impolitic  in 
Gama  to  mention  the  mutiny  of  his  fol- 
lowers to  the  king  Melinda.  The  boaft  of 
their  loyalty  befidesy  has  a  good  eSkO,  in 
.the  poem,  as  it  elevates  the  heroes,  and 
gives  uniformity  to  the  character  of  bravery, 
which  the  dignity  of  the  Epopea  required 
to  be  afcribed  to  them.  Hiftory  relates  the 
matter  differently.  In  Handing  for  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  Gama  gave  the  higheft 
proofs  of  his  refolution,  **  In  illo  autem 
curfu  'valde  Gama  *virtut  inituitJ*  The 
fleet  feemed  now  tofTed  to  the  clouds,  ut  modo 
nubes  centingere^  and  now  funk  to  the  loweft 
whirlpools  of  the  abyfs.  The  winds  were 
unfufFerably  cold,  and  to  the  rage  of  the 
tempeft  was  added  the  horror  of  an  almoft 
continual  darknefs.      The  crew  expe^ed 


every  moment  to  .be  fwaliowed  up-  in  the 
deep.  At  every  interval  of  the  florm,  they 
came 'round  Gama,  aflertine  the  impoflibi- 
lity  to  proceed  further,  and  imploring  to 
return.  This  he  rcfolutely  refnfed.  A  co^- 
fpiracy  aninft  his  life  was  formed,  but  was 
difcovered  bv  his  brother*  He  guarded 
againft  it  witn  the  greateft  courage  and  pru- 
dence ,  he  put.  all  ihe  pilots  in  chains,  and 
he  himfelf,  with  fomc  others,  took '  the 
management  of  the  helms.  At  laft,  after 
having  many  days  withftood  the'temipcft, 
and  a  perfidious  combination,  in*vifio  animoy 
with  an  unconquered  jnind,  a  favourable 
change  of  weather  revived  the  fpirits  of  the 
fleet,  and  allowed  thenv  to  double  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope.     Extr.  from  Ofor. 
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Firm  to  their  faith,  though  fondeft  hope  no  more 
Could  give  the  promife  of  their  native  fhore  \ 
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Now  the  fweet  waters  of  the  ftreatn  we  Icavt, 
•And  the  fait  waves  our.glicftig  (hips  receive-. 
Here  to  the  left,  between  the  bending  ihore^^ 
Torn  by  the  winds  the  Whirling  billow  todW ; 
And  boiling  raves  ^gainft  ^e  fotinding  coaft, 
Whofe  mines  of  gold  Sofala's  merchants  boafl : 
Full  to  the  gulph  die  fhowery  fouth-winds  howU 
Aflant  againft  the  wind  our  vefliels  rowl : 
Far  from  the  land,  wide  o'er  the  ocean  driven^ 
Our  helms  religning  to  the  care  of  heaven. 
By  hope  and  fear's  keen  paffion  toft,  we  roam> 
When  our  glad  eyes  .beheld  the  furges  foam 
Againft  the  beacons  of  a  cultured  bay, 
Where  floops  and  barges  cut  the  watery  way. 
The  river's  opening  breaft  fome  upward  ply'd, 
And  fome  came  gliding  down  the  fweepy  tide. 
Quick  throbs  of  tranfport  heaved  in  every  heart 
To  view  the  knowledge  of  the  feaman's  art  5 
'  For  here  we  hoped  our  ardent  wiih  to  gain. 
To  hear  of  India's  ftrand,  nor  hoped  in  vain. 
Though  Ethiopia's  fable  hue  they  bore 
No  look  of  wild  furprize  the  natives  wore : 


Wide 
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Wide  o'er  their  heads  the  cotton  turban  fweird, 
And  cloth  of  blue  the  decent  loins  conceal'd. 
Their  fpeech,  though  rude  and  diflbnant  of  fojjijd. 
Their  fpeech  a  mixture  of  Arabian  pwn*d. 
Fernando,  fkilFd  in  all  the  copious  ftor^ 
Of  fair  Arabjia's  Ipeech  aad  flowery  lore, 
In  joyful  converfe  heard  the  pleafing  tale^  ' 
That  o'er  thefe  fe^  full  oft  the  freqyent  fell. 
And  lordly  veflels,  taU  as^  ours,  appeared. 
Which  to  the  regions  of  the  morning  fteer'd. 
And  back  returning  %q  the  fouthmofl:  land, 
Convey'd  the  treafures  of  the  Indian  ftrand ; 
Whofe  chearful  qrewsi  refeiubling  ,ours,  <lii5?l^y 
The  kindred  face  and  colour  of  the  •  day. 
Elate  with  joy  we  raife  the  glad -acclaim. 
And,  '  River  of  good  iigns,  the  port  we  njame : 
Then,  facred  to  the  angel  guide,  who  led 
The  young  Tobiah  to  the  fpoufal  bed. 
And  fafe  retum'd*  him, through  the  perilous  way. 
We  rear  a  column  on  the  friendly  *  bay. 


*  When  Gama  arrived  in  tlie  £ail,  a  con- 
iiderable  commerce  was  cairied-  on  l)etween 
the  Indies  and  the  Red  Sea  by  the  Moeriih 
traders,  by  whom  the  gold  mines  of  Sofala> 
and  the  riches  of  the  oriental  or  Ethiopic 
eoaft  of.  Africa  .wene  enjoined.  The  tiafic 
of  the  Eaft  was  by  land  brought  ta  Grand 
Cairo,  from  whence  Europe  was  fupplied 
by  the  Venetian  and  Antwerpian  meithants. 

*  Rio  dps  bens  Jinais^ 


K  It  was  the  cuftom  of  the  Bortugq^fe 
navigators-to  eie£l  crofles  on  theihdtcs  of 
the  new-difcovered  countries.  Gama  car- 
riisd  materials  for  pillars  of  ftone  alone  with 
him,  and  ere£led  {ix  of  thefe  crofles  cnrin£ 
his  expedition.  They  bore  the  nam^  and 
arms  of  the  king  of  Portugal,  and  were  .in- 
tended as  proofs  of  the  tide  which  accmea 
from  the  firft  difcovery. 

Our 
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Our  keels,  that  now  had  fteer'd  through  many  a  chme, 
By  (hell-fifh  roughen'd,  and  incafed  with  flime, 
Joyful  we  clean,  while  bleating  from  the  field 
The  fleecy  dams  the  fmiling  natives  yield*. 
But  while  each  face  an  honefl:  welcome  fhews. 
And  big  with  fprightly  hope  each  bofom  glows, 
(Alas  !  how  vain  the  bloom  of  human  joy  ! 
How  foon  the  blafts  of  woe  that  bloom  deftroy  !)  ' 

A  dread  difeafe  its  rankling  horrors  flied. 
And  death's  dire  ravage  through  mine  army  fpread:  * 
Never  mine  eyes  fuch  dreary  fight  beheld, 

Ghaftly  the  mouth  and  gums  enormous  '  fwelPd ; 
And  inftant,  putrid  like  a  dead  man's  wound, 
Poifoned  with  foetid  ftreams  the  air  around. 
No  fage  phyfician's  ever-watchful  zeal. 
No  ikilful  furgeon's  gentle  hand  to  heal. 
Were  found :  each  dreary  mournful  hour  we  gave 
Some  brave  companion  to  a  foreign  grave, 
A  grave,  the  awful  gift  of  every  Ihore  !  — - — 
Alas !  what  weary  toils  with  us  they  bore ! 
Long,  long  endear'd  by  fellowfhip  in  woe, 
O'er  their  cold  duft  we  give  the  tears  to  flow  -, 


^  This  poetical  defcription  of  the  ScurVy       times  really  happens  in  die  courfe  of  a  long 
is  by  no  means  exaggerated  above  what  fome-       voyage. 

And 
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And  in  their  haplefs  lot  forbode  our  own, 
A  foreign  burial,  and  a  grave  unknown  ! 


Now  deeply  yearning  o*er  ouf  deathful  fate, 
With  joyful  hope  of  India's  fliore  elate. 
We  loofe  the  haulfcrs  and  the  fail  expand, 
And  upward  coaft  the  Ethiopian  ftrand. 
What  danger  threatened  at  Quiloa's  ifle,. 
Mozambic's  treafon,  and  Mombaflfa's  guile ; 
What  miracles  kind  heaven  our  guardian  wrought. 
Loud  Fame  already  to  thine  ears  has  brought : 
Kind  heaven  again  that  guardian  care  difplay'd. 
And  to  thy  port  our  weary  fleet  conveyed. 
Where  thou,  O  king,  heaven's  regent  power  below, 
Bidft  thy  full  bounty  and  thy  truth  to  flow  i 
Health  to  the  fick,  and  to  the  weary  reft. 
And  joyful  hope  revived  in  every  breaft,. 
Proclaim  thy  gifts,  with  grateful  joy  repay'd^ 
The  brave  Man's  tribute  for  the  brave  Man's  aid. 
And  now  in  honour  of  thy  fond  command. 
The  glorious  annals  of  my  native  land ; 
And  what  the  perils  of  a  rout  fo  bold^ 
So  dread  as  ours,  my  faithful  lips  have  told. 
Then  judge,  great  Monarch,  if  the  world  before 
Ere  faw  the  prow  fuch  length  of  feas  explore  J 


Nor 
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Nor  fage  Ulyffes,  nor  the  Trojan  pride 
Such  raging  gulphs,  fuch  whirling  ftorms  defy'd  -, 
Nor  one  poor  tenth  of  my  dread  courfe  explored. 
Though  by  the  Mufe  as  demigods  adored. 


^v 


O  thou  whofe  breaft  all  Heli<ion  Inflamed, 
Whofe  birth  feven  vaunting  cities  proudly  claimM  ; 
And  thou  whofe  mellow  lute  and  rural  fong, 
In  fofteft  flow,  led  Mincio's  waves  along, 
Whofe  warlike  numbers  as  a  flwm  impell'di 
And  Tyber's  furges  o'er  his  borders  fwell'd ; 
Let  all  Parnaflus  lend  creative  fire, 
And  all  the  Nine  with  all  thtir  warmth  infpire  i 
Your  demigod's  condu£t  through  every  fcene 
Gold  fear  can  paint,  or  wildeft  fancy  feign ; 
The  Syren's  guileful  lay,  dire -Circe's  ipell. 
And  all  the  horrors  of  the  Cyclpp's  cell  ^ 
Bid  Scylla's  barking  waves  their  mates  o'erwhelm, 
And  hurl  the  guardian  Pilot  from  the  ^  helm, 
Give  fails  and  oar«  to  fly  the  purple  fhore, 
Where  love  of  abfent  fdend  awakes  no  ^  more, 


^  See  En,  V.  S}).  (Thcnte uird  Letopbagi}^]iich  wbdb  tite^ 

k  The  Lotophagi,   fo  named  Ikfin  tfce  1  J&itau  riott  ia  ihe  f#eet  r«piib, 

plant  Lotn.,    are  thus  defcribed  by  Ho-  Su^^^r  h^S^h^'-^'bLt^^^^^^      fH«..: 

^^*  The  three  we  fent*  from  off*  th*  inchantiBg  gnNio* 

N«t  prone  to  Ul,  nor  ftrangp  to  foreign  gneft.  We  dran*<>  rdoa«ir,  aod  hf  foMO  we  bound  t 

They  ett,  they  drink,  end  Natdre  gjrei  the  fcaft  j  Tbe  rdl  in  htfte  fbr/bok  thcLpleaiini  Aore, 

The  treet  aioand  them  all  their  fruit  produce  5  Or,  the  charm  taAtd,  bad  rctoni'd  00  more. 
'Lotoi  the  name  j  divine,  ncAaieow  jwce )  Po»«,  Qdyf.  ix. 

The 
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In  all  thar  charms  difplay  Calypfo's  finiles, 
Her  .flowery  arbours  and  het  amorous  wiles. ; 
In  fldns  confined  the  blUftering  winder '  ccmtroul. 
Or  o'er  thefeaft  bid  loathfome  harpies  "  prowl; 
And  lead  your  heroes,  through:. the:  dread. abodes 
Of  tortured  fpeftres  and  infernal  "gods.}. 
Give  every  flower  that  <lefksAonia>.  hill  . 
To  grace  your  fabl?$  Nfyijbhi  di)einefl:j  ikill; 
Beneath  the  wonders  of.  my  tale  they  fall,. 
'   Where  truth  all"  unadoch'd  and  pure  exce^  them  all. 

While  thus  illufl:rious  Gama  charm'd  their  ears, 

• .         •         t 

The  look  of  wonder  each  Melindian  wears. 
And  pleaTed  attention  witnefs'd  the  command' 
Of  every  movement  of  his  lips  or  handl 
The  king  enraptured  owh'd  the  glorious  fame 
Of  Lilbon's  moYiarchs,  and  the  Lufian  name  j 

The  natural  hiftory  of  the  Lotos,  how-        Hti  word  aloM  tin  lift'oing  ftormi  obey,  * 
ever,  is  very  diifertnt.  .  Thw  arervarious.      It^fT^'^^i'^^J^^!^^^ 

kinds     of    Jt.     The<Lybian    Lotos    is   a  securely  fctter'd  by  t  fiUcr  thonn 

Ihrnb  like  a  bramble,  the  bcrnes  like  the  g^t  i:<ph,iut  exempt,  with  frieadly.  g«Ifi    ,     .7 

myrtle,   but  purple  when  ripe<   and  abodt '  He  diarg'd  to  fil^  and  guid^  the  fw^lliBg  wU  i  ^ 

the  bignefs  ofan  olive.     Mixed  with  bread-.  Rm*  gift !  but  ob,  what  gift  to  fooli  •^«lj-       ^ 
com  ft  was  ufed  as  food  for  flaves-    They  »'^*»  ^^' '. 

alfo  made  an  agreeable  wine  of  it,    but  rj^^  companions  of  Ulyffes  imagined  that 

which  would  not  keep  above  ten  days.     Sec  ^y^^^^  bags  contained  fbmc  valuable  treafure. 

Pope's  note  inldce.  j^nd  opened  them  while  their  leader  flept. 

r  In  Jkins  confin  d  the  hlupettng  ^indx-  r^^  icmpeCb-blirifing  Out  dfbve  the  ?cct 

nntroul — The  gift  of  iEolus  to  Ulyflcs.  ^^^  j^j^^^^  ^^j^  ^^  ^^  in  figh^  ,u,d 

The  adverfe  wind  1  in  leathern  bags  he  brac*d,  '  was  the  caufe  oP  ia  new  t^aui  ofi  mifcries* 

CompreftM  their  force,  ahd  locked  each  ftroggling  m  %^  the  third  Eneid. 

bUft:  .     e    .    n-    s.  »  See  the  fixth  Eneid,.  and  the  clevendi 

For  him  the  mighty  fire  of  gods  afiign  d,  Oilvfliw 

The  tempeft'i  lord,  the  tyiant  of  the  wind  j  wuyucy 

G  g  What 
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What  warlike  rage  the  viftor-kings  infpired ! 

Nor  lefs  their  armies  loyal  faith  admired. 

Nor  lefs  his  menial  tr^n,  in  wonder  loft. 

Repeat  the  gallant  deeds  that  pleafe  them  moft. 

Each  to  his  mate,  while  fixed  in  fond  amaze 

The  Lufian  features  every  eye  furveys  } 

While  prefent  to  the  view,  by  Fancy  brought, 

Arife  the  wonders  by  the  Lufians  wrought;  > 

And  each  bold  feature  to  their  wondering  fight 

Difplays  the  raptured  ardour  of  the  fight. 


Apollo  now  withdrew  the  chearfol  day^ 
And  left  the  weftern  fky  to  twilight  grey  j 
Beneath  the  wave  he  fought  fair  X^ietis'  bed. 
And  to  the  fhore  Melinda's  Sovereign  fped. 


What  boundlefs  joys  are  thine,  O  juft  Renow^, 
Thou  hope  of  Virtue,  and  her  nobleft  crown ; 
By  thee  the  feeds  of  confcious  worth  are  fired. 
Hero  by  hero,  fame  by  fame  infpired  : 
Without  thiiue  aid  how  foon  the  hero  dies ! 
By  thee  upbon^  his  nam^  afcends  the  ikies. 
This  Ammon  knew,  and  own'd  his  Homer's  lyre 
The  nobleft  glory  of  Pelides*  ire. 


This 
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This  knew  Auguftus^  and  from  Mantua^'s  fhade 
To  courtly  eafe  the  Roman  bard  conveyed ; 
And  foon  exQlting  flowed  the  fong  divine. 
The  nobleft  glory  of  the  Roman  line. 
Dear  was  the  Muie  to  Julius ;  ever  dear 
To  gallant  Scipio,  though  the  vi£tor-fpear 
One  band  employed,  yet  on  the  martial  field 
The.  other  knew  th'  immortal  pen  to  wield. 
Each  glorious  chief  the  vigor's  palm  who  bore 
In  Greece,  in  Latium,  or  on  barbarous  fhore>. 
Each  glorious  name,,  e'er  to  the  Mule  endear'd. 
Or  wooed  the  Mufes^^  or  ilie.  M;aie  revered.^ 
Alas,  on  Tago's  haplefs  fhores  alone 
The  Muie  i&<  flighted,  and  her  charms  unknown ; 
For  this,  no  Virgil  here  attunes  the  lyre,. 
Ho  Hom6r  here  awakes  the  hero-s  fire. 
On  Tago's  fliores  are  Scipios,  Cxfars  bom,  • 

And  Alexanders  Liibon's  clime  adorn; 

But  heaven  has  ilampt  them  in  a. rougher  mouId> 

Nor  gave  the  polifli  to  their  genuine  gold. 

Carelefs  and  rude  or  to  be  known  or  know» . 

in  vain  to  them  the  fweeteft  numbers  flow : 

Unheard,  in  vain  their  native  poet  fihgs^ 

And  cold  negle£t  weighs  down  the  Mufe's  wings. 


.    Gga 


Even 
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Even  he  whofe  veins  the  blood  of  Gama  warms. 

Walks  by,  unconfcious  of  the  Miife's  charms : 

For  him  no  Mufe  Ihfill  leave  her  golden  loom^ 

No  palm  ftiall  bloffom,  and; no  wreath  {hall  bloom  s 

Yet  (hall  my  labours  andmy  car-es  be  paid 

By  fame  immortal,  and  by  Gama's  (hade : 

"Him  fliall  the  fong  on  every  (hore  proclaim, 

The  firft  of  heroes,  firft  of  naval  fame. 

Rude  and  ungratefirt  thotlgh  nvy  country  be, 

This  proud  example  (hall  be  taught  by  Me, 

«*  Where'er  the  hero's  worth  demands  the  ikies, 

"  To  crown  that  worth  fome  generous  bard  ihall  rife !" 


Ariitotle  has  pronosnced,  that  the  works 
of  Homer  contain  the  perfect  model  of  the 
epic  poem.  Homer  never  ^ves  ns  any 
digreffive  declamation  fpc^en  m  the  perfon 
of  the  poet,  or  interruptive  of  the  thread 
of  hb  narration.  For  this  reafon  Milton's 
beautiful  complaint  of  his  blin<)iicfi  has 
been  ccnfured  as  a  violation  of  the  rules  of 
^e  Epopea.  But  it  may  bewefumed  there 
is  an  appeal  beyond  the  writings  of  Homer, 
an  appeal  to  the  reafon  of  thefe  rules. 
When  Homer  laid  the  plan  of  his  works, 
"he  felt  that  to  write'  a  poem  like  an  hif- 
tory,  whofe  parts  had  no  neceflary  de- 
pendence and  connexion  with  each  other, 
muft  be  uninterrefting  and- tirefonqe  to 
die  reader  of  real  genius.  The  unity  of 
one  aftion  adorned  with  proper  collateral 
epifodes  therefore  prefented  itfelf  in  its 
:progreflive  *  dependencies  *  of  beginning* 
mi&le,  and  end ;  or  in  other  words, 
a  defcription  of  certain  drcumftance^y  Uie 
adiions  which  thefe  produce,  and  the  cataf- 
trophe.  This  unity  of  condti£t,  as  moft 
interefting,  is  indefpeniably  neceflary  to  the 
^ic  ^loem.  But  it  does  not  follow,  that 
a  declamation  in  the  perfon  of  the  poet. 


at  the  beginning  or  end  of  a  book,  is  prO' 
perly  a  breach  of  the  unity  of  the  oonduft 
of  the.aftion;  therefore  the  omiSon  of  fudt 
declamations  by  Homer,  as  not  founded 
on  the  nature  of  the  epic  poem,  is  no  argu- 
ment aeainft  the  uie  of  them.  If  this  how- 
ever ^1  not  be  allowed  by  the  critic,  let 
the  critic  remember,  that  Homer  has  many 
digreffive  hiftories,  which  have  no  depen- 
dence on,  or  connexion  with  the  aftion  of 
the  poem.  If  the  declamation  of  Camoent 
in  praife  of  Poetry  muft  be  oondemoed^ 
what  defence  can  be  oflered  for  the  lonj^ 
flory  of  Maron's  wine  in  the  ninth  Odyi^ 
fey,  to  which  even  the  nu^ibers  of  a  Pope 
coeld  give  no  dignity !  Yet  however  a 
Bojit  or  a  Rafh  may  condemn  the  digref- 
five exclamations  of  Camoens,  the  reader  of 
tafte,  who  judges  ^m  what  he  feels,  would 
certainly  lie  unwilling  to  have  them  ez- 
pun^.  The  declamation  with  which  he 
concludes  the  feventh  Luiiad,  muft  pleafe^ 
muft  touch  every  breafl.  The  feelings  of  a 
great  fpirit  in  the  evening  of  an  a6tive  and 
military  life,  finking  under  the  prefinre  oF 
neglect  and  dependence,  yet  the  complaint 
expreifed  with  the  mofl  manly  rdfentmentp 

cannot 
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cannot  fail  tointerefithe  generous,  and,  if 
adorned  with  the  drefi  of  poetry,  to  plead 
an  exmie  for  its  admiffion  with  Ae  man  of 
tafle.  The  dedamation  wUdi  concludes 
the  prefent  book,  has  alfo  fome  argnments 
to  offer  in  its  defence.  As  die  fleet  of 
Gama  have  now  iafely  conaoered  many 
difficulties,  and  are  promifea  «  jnlot  to 
condnd  them  to  India,  it  is  a  proper  contrail 
to  the  mnrmiuings  of  the  popohce,  expref- 


fed  by  the  old  Man,  at  the  end  of  the  fourth 
Lafiaa»  and  is  by  no  means  an  improper 
condofion  to  the  epifode  which  fo  hignly 
extols  the  military  &me  of  the  Lufian  war* 
nors. 

In  the  works  of  Jaren  HiU^  Efq;  there 
is  a  loofe  paraphrafe  of  the  condufion  of 
diis  book,  m  the  elegiac  or  alternate  mea- 
fore. 


END    OP    THE    FIFTH    BOOKe 
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ITH  heart  fincere  the  royal  Pagan  foy'd, 
And  hofpitable  rites  each  hour  employ'd^ 
For  much  the  king  the  Lufian  band  admired^ 
And  much  their  friendfhip  and  their  aid  defired ; 
Each  hour  the  gay  feftivity  prolongs^ 
Melindian  dances^  and  Arabian  £bngs ; 
Each  hour  in  mirthful  tranfport  fteals  away, 
By  night  the  banquet,  and  the  chace  by  day ; 
And  now  the  bofom  of  the  deep  invites. 
And  all  the  pride  of  Neptune's  feftive  rites ; 
Their  frlken  banners  waving  o'er  the  tide, 
A  jovial  band,  the  painted  galleys  pde; 


The 
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The  net  and  angle  various  hands  employ, 
And  Moorifli  timbrels  found  the  notes  of  joy. 
Such  was  the  pomp,  when  Egypt's  beauteous  * 
Bade  all  the  pride  of  naval  fhew  convene^ 
In  pleafure*s  downy  bofom,  to  beguile 

Her  love-fick  warrior :  o'er  the  breaft  of  Nile 
DazzHng  with  gold  the  purple  enfigns  flow'd^ 
And  to  the  lute  the  gilded  barges  row'd, 
While  from  the  wave,  of  many  a  ftiining  hue,, 
The  anglers'  lines  the  panting  fifties  drew^ 


queen 


Now  from  the  Weft  the  founding  breezes  blowi 
And  far  the  hoary  flood  was  yet  to  plow  : 
The  fountain  and  the  field  beftow'd  their  ftorc,. 

■  # 

And  friendly  pilots  frpm^Jthe  friendly  (horc,    , 

Trahi'd  in  the  Indian  deep,  were  now  aboard,;^ 

When  Gama,  parting  with  Melinda's  lord,. 

'  » 

The  holy  vows  of  laftin^  peace  renew'd,. 

For  ftill  the  king  for  lafling  friendfhip  iued  f 


♦     # 


*  Every  cKTplay  of  eaftem  Inxury  and 
magnificence  was  laviihed  m  the  fifhing 
parties  on  the  Nile,  with  which  Cleopatra 
amttfed  Mark  Antony,  when  at  any  time  he. 
fhewed  fyaiptoms  of  uneafine(s»  or  feemed 
inclined  to  abandon  the  effeminate  life 
which  he  led  with  his  miftrefs.  At  one  of 
thefe  parties,  Mark  Antony  having  pro- 
cured bivers  to  pnt  fiihes  upon  his  hooks 
while  under  the  water,  he  very  gaUfLntly 


boafted  to  his  mifirefs  of  his  great  dexteri^ 
in  angling.  Cleopatra  perceived  his  23% 
and  as  gallantly  outwitted  nim.  Some  other 
Divers  received  her  orders,  and  in  a  little 
while  Mark  Antony's  line  brought  up  a 
fried  fifli  in  plac«  of  a  live  one,,  to  the  vaft 
enterjLainment  of  the  queen  and  all  the  con* 
vivial  company/  O^vius  was  at  this  time 
on  his  march  to  decide  who  ihould  be  mafter 
of  the  world* 


That 
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That  Lufus'  heroes  in  his  port  fupplied, 
And  tafted  reft,  he  own'd  his  deareft  pride, 
And  vow'd  that  ever  while  the  feas  they  roamy 
The  Lufian  fleets  fliould  find  a  bounteous  home, 
And  ever  from'  the  generous  (hore  receive 
Whate'er  his  port,  whate'cr  his  land  could  ■•  give. 
Nor  lefs  his  joy  the  grateful  Chief  declared  j 
And  now  to  feize  the  valued  hours  prepared. 
Full  to  the  wind  the  fwelling  fails  he  gave, 
And  his  red  prows  divide  the  foamy  wave : 
Full  to  the  rifing  fun  the  pilot  fteers,. 
And  far  from  ftiore  through  middle  ocean  bears. 
The  vaulted  Iky  now  widens  o'er  their  heads, 
Where  firflt  the  infant  morn  his  radiance  (heds. 
And  now  with  tranfport  fparkling  in  his  eyes 
Keen  to  behold  the  Indian  mountains  rife. 
High  on  the  decks  each  Lufian  heroe  fmiles, 
And  proudly  in  his  thoughts  reviews  his  toils. 

When  the  ftem  Dasmon,  burning  with  difdain, 

Beheld  the  fleet  triumphant  plow  the  main  : 

The  Powers  of  heaven,  and  heaven's  dread  Lord  he  knew, 

Rclblved  in  Lifbon  glorious  to  renew 


^  The  friend  fliip  of  the  Portnguefe  and 
Melindians  was  of  lone  continuance.  Al- 
varo  Cabral,  the  fecona  admiial  who  made 
the  voyage  to  India,  in  an  engagement  with 
the  Moors  oiF  the  coaft  of  Zofsda,  took  two 
(hips  richly  freighted. from  the  mine^of  that 
country.  On  finding  that  Xeques  Fonteyma, 
the  commander,  was  uncle  to  the  idng'  of 
Melinda,    he  reftored  the  valuable  prize. 


and  treated  him  with  the  utmoft  courtefy* 
Their  good  offices  were  feciprocaf.  By  the 
information  of  the  king  of  Melinda,  Ca- 
bral  efcaped  the  treachery  of  the  king  of 
Calicut.  The  kings  of  Mombaze  and  Qui- 
loa,  irritaCed  at  the  alliance  with  Portugal, 
made-feveral  depredations  on  the  fubjefb  of 
Melinda,  who  in  return  were  effe^tudly  re« 
venged  by  their  European  allies. 


H  h 
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The  Roman  honours — raging  with  defpair 
From  high  Olympus'  brow  he  cleaves  the  air. 
On  earth  new  hopes  of  vengeance  to  devife. 
And  fue  that  aid  deny'd  him  in  the  (kies  i 
Slafpheming  heaven,  he  pierced  the  dread  abode 
Of  ocean's  Lord,  and  fought  the  ocean's  God. 
Deep  where  the  bafes  of  the  hilts  extend, 
And  earth's  huge  ribs  of  rock  enormous  bend. 
Where  roaring  through  the  caverns  rowl  the  waves 
Refponfive  as  the  aerial  4empcft  raves, 
The  Ocean's  Monarch,  by  the  Nereid  train. 
And  watery  Gods  encircled,  holds  his  reign. 
Wide  o'er  the  deep^  which  line  co.uld  ne'er  explore; 
'Shining  with  hoary  fands  -of  lilver  ore; 
Extends  the  level,  where  the  palace  rears 
Its  chryftal  towers,  and  emulates  the  fpheres  ^ 
So  ftarry  bright  the  lofty  turrets  blaze; 
And  vie  in  Ittftre  with  the  diamond'^s  rays.   . 
Adorn'd  with  pillars  and  with  roofs  of  gold^ 
The  golden  gates  their  maffy  leaves  unfold :        ' 
Inwrought  with  pearl  the  lordly  pillars  flime, 
The  fculptured  walls  confefs  an  hand  divine. 
Here  various  colours  in  xonfufion  loft. 
Old  Chaos'  face  and  troubled  image  boaft 
Here  rifmg  from  the  mafs  diftinft  and  clear 
.Apart  the  four  fair  Elements  appear. 

Migh 
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High  o'er  the  reft  afcends  the  blaze  of  fire. 
Nor  fed  by  matter  did  the  rays  afpire, 
But  glow'd  aetherial,  as  the  living  flame. 
Which,  ftojen  from  heaven,  infpired  the  vital  frame. 
,   Next,  all-embracing  Air  was  fpread  around, 
Thin  as  the  light,  incapable  of  wound  -, 
The  fubtle  power  the  burning  fouth  pervades, 
And  penetrates  the  depth  of  polar  fhades. 
Here  mother  Earth,  with  mountains  crown'd,  is  feen. 
Her  trees  in  bloffom,  and  her  lawns  in  green  j 
The  lowing  beeves  adorn  the  clover  vales, 
The  fleecy  dams  befpread  the  Hoping  dales  » 
Here  land  from  land  the  filver  ftreams  divide  \ 
The  fportive  fifties  through  the  chryftal  tide, 
Bedropt  with  gold  their  fhining  fides  difplay : 
And  here  old  Ocean  rolls  his  billows  gray : 
Beneath  the  moon's  pale  orb  his  current  flows. 
And  round  the  earth  his  giant  arms  he  throws. 
Another  fcene  difplay'd  the  dread  alarms 
Of  war  in  heaven,  and  mighty  Jove  in  arms  ; 
Here  Titan!s  race  their  fwelling  nerves  diftend 
Like  knotted  oaks,  afid  from  their  bafes  rend 
And  tower  the  mountains  to  the  thundering  fky. 
While  round  their  heads  the  forky  lightnings  fly  ^ 
Beneath  huge  Etna  vanquifh'd  Typhon  lies. 
And  vomits  fmoke  and  fire  againft  the  darkened  flcies. 

H  h  2  Here 
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Here  feems  the  piftured  wall  poffcfe'd  of  '  life  j 
Two  Gods  contending  in  the  noble  ftrife. 
The  choiceft  boon  to  human  kind  to  give. 
Their  toils  to  lighten,  of  their  wants  relieve : 
While  Pallas  here  appears  to  wave  her  '  hand. 
The  peaceful  olive's  golden  boughs  expand  t 
Here,  while  the  Ocean's  God  indignant  froWn'd^ 
And  raifed  his  trident  from  the  wounded  ground* 
As  yet  intangled  in  the  earth  appears 
The  warrior  horfe^  his  ample  cheft  he  rears. 
His  wide  red  noftrils  fmoke,  his  eye-ballj  glare. 
And  his  fore-hoofs,  high  pawing, .  lafh  the  air- 


Though  •  wide  and  various  o'er  the  fculptured  ftonc 
The  feats  of  Gods,  and  godlike  heroes  flione  j 


c  f^o  Goifs  rtf«/rjfi/i»^— According  to 
fable,  Neptune  and  Minerva  difputed  the 
Jionoor  of  eiving  a  name  to  the  dty  of 
Athens.  'Hiev  agreed  to  determine  the 
conteft  by  a  difplay  of  their  wifdom  and 
power,  in  conferring  the  mod  beneficial 
gift  on  mankind'  Neptune  ftruck  the  earth 
with  his  trident  and  produced  the  horfe, 
whofe  bounding  motions  are  emblematical 
of  the  agitation  of  the  fea.  Minerva  com- 
manded the  olive  tree,  the  fymbol  of  peace 
and  of  riches,  to  fpring  forth.  The  vidtery 
was  adjudged  to  the  goddefs,  from  Whom 
^the  city  was  named  Athens.  As  the  Egyp- 
tians and  Mexicans  wrote  their  hiflory  m 
hieiofflyphics,  the  tafte  of  the  ancient 
Gremns  doathed  almoft  every  occurrence 
•in  mythological  allegory.  The  founders  of 
Athens,  it  is  moft  ^probable,,  difputed  whe- 
ther their  new  city  (hould  be  named  from 
the  fertility  of  the  foil  or  from  Xhe  marine 
fitnation  of  Attica.  The  Former  opinion 
prevailed,  and  the  town  received  its  name 
in  honour  of  the  gocldcis  of  the  olive  tree. 

*  iHbik -Pallas  btre  appears  f  wave  her 


hand As  Neptune  fhiick  the  earth  witli 

iiis  trident,  Minerva,  fays  the  fable,  ftruck 
the  earth  with  her  lance.  That  fhe  waved 
.her  hand  while  the  Dlive  boughs  fpread,  is 
a  fine  poetical  attitude,  and  varies  the  pic- 
ture from  that  of  Neptune,  whidi  fbllom. 
•  Though  'wide  and  various  oer  thefiulp^ 

fured  fione The  defcription  of  palaces 

is  a  favourite  topic  feveral  times  touched 
upon  by  the  two  great  mailers  of  Epic 
Poetry,  in  which  they  have'been  happily 
imitated  by  their  three  ^;reateft  difdples 
among  the  modems,  Camoens,  Tafib,  and 
Milton.  The  defcription  of  the  palace  of 
Neptune  has  great  merit.  Nothing  can  be 
more  in  place  than  the  pidure  of  Choas 
and  the  nmr  Elements.  The  war  cf  ^ 
Gods,  and  the  contefl  of  Neptune  and  Mi- 
nerva are  touched  with  the  true  boldneis  of 
poetical  colouring.  But  perhaps  it  deferves 
cenfnre  thus  to  point  out  .what  every  Reader 
of  tafte  mud  perceive.  To  fhew  to  the 
mere  Engliih  Reader  that  the  Portugueie 
Poet  is,  in  his  manner,  truly  daflical,  is  the 
intention  of  many  .of  thde  notes* 

The 
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On  fpeed  the  vengeful  Daemon  views  no  more  ; 
Forward  he  rufhes  through  the  golden  door. 
Where  Ocean's  king,  enclofed  with  nymphs  divine, 
In  regal  ftate  receives  the  king  of  Wine : 
O  Neptune !  inftant  as  he  came^  he  cries. 
Here  let  my  prefence  breed  no  cold  furprife, 
A  friend  I  come,  your  f riendihip  to  implore 
Againft  the  Fates  unjuft,  and  Fortune's  power  i 
Beneath  whofe  (hafts  the  great  Celeftials  bow, 
Yet  ere  I  more,  if  more  you  wifh  to  know, 
The  watery  Gods  in  awful  fenate  calL 
For  all  fhould  hear  the  wrong  that  touches  alL 
Neptune  alarm-d^  with  inftant  i|>eed  commands 
From  every  fliore  to  call  the  -watery  bands.: 
Triton,  who  boafts  his  high  Neptunian  race. 
Sprung  from  the  God  by  Salace's  embrace^ 
Attendant  on  his  fire  the  trumpet  founds, 
Or  through  the  yielding  waves,  his  herald,  bounds ; 
Huge  is  his  bulk  ^eform'd,  and  dark  his  hue  5 
His  bufhy  beard  and  hairs  that  never  knew 
The  fmoothing  comib,  of  fea-weed  rank  and  long, 
Around  his  breaft  and  ftioulders  dangling  hung. 
And  on  the  matted  locks  black  muffels  clung  j 
A  '  -Ihell  of  purple  on  his  head  he  bore. 
Around  his  loins  no  tangling  garb  he  wone^ 


'  A  Jhill  •/ purfh  on  Ms  biod  be  iori^ 
i  the  Portoguiefi;^ 


N0  iskefM  p§r  prrt  tiwba  pt(U 
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But  all  was  covet'd  with  the  (limy  brood. 

The  fnaily  offspring  of  the  unftuous  flood  -, 

And  now  obedient  to  his  dreadful  fire. 

High  o'er  the  wave  his  brawny  arms  afpirc ; 

To  his  black  mouth  hh  crooked  ftiell  applied, 

The  blaft  rebellows  o'er  the  ocean  wide : 

Wide  o'er  their  fhore»,  where'er  their  waters  flow. 

The  watery  powers  the  awful  fummons  know  ^ 

And  infl:ant  darting  to  the  palace  hail, 

Attend  the  founder  of  the  Dardan  •  wall ; 

Old  father  Ocean,  with  his^  numerous  race 

Of  daughters  and  of  fbns,  was  firft  in  place. 

Nereus  and  Doris,  from  who(e  nuptials  fprung 

The  lovely  Nereid  train  for  ever  young. 


Thus  rendered  )Sej  Fanihaw, 

I^  had  (for  a  *  Monceri]  on  his  crown 
The  Aell  of  a  red  lobfter  OTergrown. 

'Fhe  defcripdon  of  Tritoiiy  who,  as  Fan- 
fhaw  fays^ 
Wtt  a  great  nafty  clown— ^ 

is  in  the  ilyle  of  the  daCca.  His  pares  titye 
is  differently  related^  Hefiod  inakes  him 
the  fon  of  Neptune  and  Aisphitrite.  By 
Triton,  iii  the  phyfical  fenfe  of  the  fable, 
is.  meant  the  noife^  and  by  Salace,  the  mo- 
tfaer^by  fome  afcribed  to  him#  the  fait  of 
the  ocean.  The  origin  of  the  &ble  of 
Triton,  it  is  probable^  was  fboaded  on  the 
appearance  of  a  fea  ahimal,  which,  accord** 
ing  to  fome  ancient  and  modern  Nattiraliftsy 
in  the  npward  parts  refembles  the  hnman 
figure.  Paofanias  relates  a  Wonderfiil  ftopy 
of  a  mOnfboHily  large  one,   which  often 

•  Montera,  the  SpanUh  wotfd  for  a  hnmfinan^a 
cap. 


cimie  aihort  on  the  meadows  of  Boetia^ 
Over  his  head  was  a  kind  of  finny  auti« 
lage,  wUch,  at  a  diftanoe,  appeaml  like 
hair,  the  body  covered  widL  brown  fiaJes  I 
the  nofe  and  ears  like  the  human,  the  month 
of  a  dreadfol  width,  jag«ed  with  the  (cetb 
of  a  Panther ;  the  eyes  of -a  greenifh  hoe ; 
the  hratfs  divided  mto  fingers,  the  nailt  «f 
which  were  crooked,  and  of  a  ihelly  fub- 
ftanor.  This  monfter,  whofe  cxtrematiis 
ended  in  a  tail  like  a  dolphin's,  devtmred 
both  men  and  heaibas  thqr  chanced  ia  hit 
way.  The  citizens  of  Tanagra,  at  laft, 
contrived  his  deftmaion.  They  ict  a  large 
veilel  full  of  wine  on  the  iea  (hore.    Trittur 

£  drunk  with  it*  and  fell  into  a  profi^nftd 
p,  in  which  condition  the  Tanagrians 
beheaded  him,  and  afterwards,  with  great 

nrietv,  hime  up  his  body  in  the  ten^ple 
acchus;  where,  fays  Panfa&ias,  It  con-* 
tinned.  &  loag^  time*, 
c  Neptimc4 


•       J 


Who 
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Who  people  every  fea  en  «very  ftrand 

Appear*d,  attended  with  their  filial  band ; 

And  changeful  Proteus,  whofe  prophetic  *  inio4 

The  fecret  caufe  of  Bacchu^  rage  divined^ 

Attending,  left  the  flocks,  his  fcaly  charge^ 

To  graze  the  bitter  weedy  foam  at  large. 

in  charms  of  power  tiie  raging  waves  to  tame; 

The  lovely  (poufe  of  Ocean's  XovereigR  ^  came. 

Prom  Heaven  and  Vefta  fprung  the  birth  divine; 

Her  fnowy  limbs  bright  through  the  veftments  ihinc 

Here  with  the  dolphin,  who  perfuafive  ^  led 

Her  modeft  fteps  Jto  Neptune's  fpoufal  be4» 

Fair  Amphilrite  moved,  more  fweet,  more  gay 

Than  vernal  fragrance  and  the  jlowers  of  May^ 

Together  with  her  filler  fpoufe  ihe  came« 

The  fame  their  wedded  Lord,  their  love  the  famCi 

The  fame  the  brightnefe  of  thdr  iparkling  eyesi, 

£right  as  the  fun  and  azure  as  the  ikies. 

iSkt  who  the  rage  of  Athamas  to  '  fhuH 

Plunjg^edin  the  billows  with  her  infant  Xon  j 


mkul^  Thefiilkitand  heft  account^f  tlic. 
s&ble  of  Proteitt  b.iii  the  fanrch  Odyiky^ 

*  Thea«. 

^  Here  'with  the  Dolphin X^aftera  hat 

■%■  moft  aMird  note  on  this  pafiaee. 
Neptune,  favs  -he,  is  the  vivifying  fpint^ 
;and  Amphiuit^  -the  homidtty  ^  thtf  fea, 
•jnrhicfa  the  Di^hin^the  Divine  Intelligence, 
wiites  for  the  generation  and  nonriihment 
jf  .fiiha.    Whq,  (ays  he,  .canoAt  .b»c  be 


%rd£k  v(idi  adniimtioii  to  <nd  how  ooofii- 
aiaat  this  is  to  the  facsed  Sariptnre ;  SpHtm 
Demiwi  fertur  fttper  eiftuu^  Ths  ffirit  •/ 
God  mo^edjKpvm  tin  ftKff  the  waOrt. 

'  She  nvho  the  rage  9^  Jthamas  tojbtm  mm 
ino,  the  daughter  of  C^/iam  and  Has* 
-mione,  jmd  iecond  fjpooie  of  .Athamai^ 
kiQg  of  Thebes.  The  fables  of  her  &te 
are  varioi»«  Thkt  whidi  Camoens  follows 
as  the  moft  common.  Athamas  feized  with 
madnds  imagwed  Ami  ids  .ipovfe  was  • 

lioncft* 
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A  Goddcfe  now,  a  God  the  fmiling  boy 
Together  fped ;  and  Glaucus  loft  to  "  joy, 
Curft  in  his  love  by  vengeful  Circe's  hate. 
Attending  wept  his  Scylla's  haplefs  fater 


And  now  afTembled  in  the  hall  divine, 
The  ocean  Gods  in  folemn  council  join ; 
The  Goddefles  on  pearl  embroidery  fate. 
The  Gods  on  fparkling  chryftal  chairs  of  ft  ate. 
And  proudly  honoured  on  the  regal  throne,. 
Befide  the  ocean's  Lord,  Thyoneus  "  flione. 
High  from  the  roof  the  living  amber  *  glows. 
High  from  the  roof  the  ftream  of  glory  flows. 
And  richer  fragrance  far  around  exhales 
Than  that  which  breathes  on  fair  Arabia's  gales. 


Attention  now  in  liftening  filence  waits  ? 
The  Power,  whofe  bofom  raged  againft  the  Fates, 


Kotiefsy  aUdf  hef  two  foni  young  lions.  In 
this  frcnxy  he  flew  Lcarchus,  and  drove  the 
mother  and  her  other  Ton  Melicertiis  into 
the  fea.  The  corpfe  of  the  mother  was 
throwh  afliore  on  Megaria,  and  that  of  the 
fon  at  Corinth.  They  were  afterwards  dei- 
fied, the  one  as  a  fea  Goddefs,  the  t>ther  as 
the  God  of  harbours. 

"  ■  atii/  Glauems  loft  to  joy A 

fiftierman,  fays  the  feblc,  who,  on  eating 
a  txrtain  herb,  was  turned  into  a  fea  GocL 
Circe  was  enamwred  of  him,  and  in  re- 
venge of  her  flighted  love,  poifoned  the 
fountain  where  his  miftrefs  ufually  bathed. 
^y  the  force  of  the  enchantment  the  fo. 
voored  Scylla'was  changed  into  a  hideous 
MMfter,  whofe  loins  were  furroonded  with 


the  ever  barking  heads  of  dogs  and  wolves. 
Scylla,  on  this,  threw  herfeu  into  the  iea, 
and  was  metamorphofed  into  the  rock  which 
bears  her  name.  The  rock  Scylla  at  a 
diftance  appears  like  the  ftatue  of  a  wo- 
man :  The  furious  dafliing  of  the  waves  in 
the  cavities  which  afe  level  with  the 
water,  refembles  the  barking  of  wolves 
and  dogs.    Hence  the  fiible» 

*  Thyoneus,  a  name  of  Bacchus. 

•  High  from  thi  roof  tht  limng  amttr 

■  Fion  \ht  irclied  roof. 

Pendent  by  fubdc  inaj|ic,  many  t  row 
Of  ftarry  lamps,  andblasing  creilett,  fed 
With  naphtha  and  allthaltiit,  yielded  lisht 
Ai  fioAi  •  fty.-  Mihton. 

Rifing, 
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Rifing,  cafts  round  his  vengeful  eyes,  while  rage 

Spread  o'er  his  brows  the  wrinkled  Teams  of  age ; 

O  thou,  he  cries,  whofc  birthright  fovereign  fway, 

From  pole  to  pole,  the  raging  waves  obey  j 

Of  human  race  'tis  thine  to  fix  the  bounds, 

And  fence  the  nations  with  thy  watery  mounds : 

And  thou,  dread  Power,  O  father  Ocean,  hear, 

Thou,  whofe  wide  arms  embrace  the  world's  wide  fphere, 

Tis  thine  the  haughtieft  viftor  to  reftrain. 

And  bind  each  nation  in  its  own  domain  : 

And  you,  ye  Gods,  to  whom  the  feas  are  given, 

Your  juft  partition  with  the  Gods  of  heaven ; 

You  who,  of  old  unpunifh'd  never  bore 

The  daring  trefpafs  of  a  foreign  oar  j 

You  who  beheld,  when  Earth's  dread  offspring  ftrove 

To  fcale  the  vaulted  Iky,  the  feat  of  Jove : 

Indignant  Jove  deep  to  the  nether  world 

The  rebel  band  in  blazing  thunders  hurl'd, 

Alas !  the  great  monition  loft  on  you. 

Supine  you  flumber,  while  a  roving  crew. 

With  impious  fearch,  explore  the  watery  way, 

And  unrefifted  through  your  empire  ftray : 

To  feize  the  facred  treafures  of  the  main 

Their  fearlefs  prows  your  ancient  laws  difdain : 

•  * 

Where  far  from  mortal  fight  his  hoary  head 
Old  Ocean  hides,  .their  daring  fails  they  fpread, 

I  i  And 
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And  their  glad  fhouts  are  ecch6ed  Whete  thetdkr 
Of  mounting  billows  only  howrd  T)iifdre. 
In  wonder,  filent,  ready  Bof eals  4c^ 
Your  paffive  languor,  ahd  ntgleJlffttl  "fcaife-; 
Ready  with  force  auxiliar  t6  ^dfriih 
The  bold  intruders  oh  your ^\Vf til  httip\% 
Prepared  to  burft  his'tletoJJefts,  as  of  ow, 
Whcfn  his  black  tyhirtwiftfls  d'er  the  tfCfiah  ihiffil. 
And  rent  the  Mynian  ^  faifs,  Vhofe  iiiifiidtfs  "pAdfe 
Firft  braved  their  fury,  ahd  yOUr  ^6Wer  defifed.. 
Nor  deem  that  fraudf al  I  'fiiy  hb^  deAy ; 
My  darkened  gl6ry  fped  me  ff oift  the  fky. 
How  high  my  honours  bh  tiKe  Indian  ^lliorel 
How  foon  thefe  hono\u*s  ihuft  avairnb  ihofel 
•  Unlefs  thefe  rovers,  who  tvith  d0iibl6d '(ham6 
To  ftain  my  conqufefts,  bdir  my  Vaffal^  ^  iiariie, 
Unlefs  they  perifti  on  the  billowy  way— — 
Then  roufe,  ye  Gods,  and  vindicate  your  fwdy. 
The  Powers  of  heaven  in  vwigisful  artguifh  fee 
The  Tyrant  of  the  ikies,  and'FatC'S  decree; 
The  dread  decree,  that  to  the  Lufian  train 
Configns,  betrays  your  empire  of  the  trAmi . 
Say,  ihall  your  wrorig  alarm  the  hi^h  abbdes. 
And  men  exalted  to  the  rank  of  gods^ 

9  And  rent  the  Mynian  fails — The  falls  ^  See  the  firil  Bote  on  At  fizft  bo<flc  of 

«f  the  Argonaot3»  inbftbitsmta  .of  Mytiia*        the  Lit&d« 

O'er 


BookVL  the        L   U   S    I   a   D.  zis 

O'er  you  exalted,  while  in  carele&  eafe 

You  yield  the  wreftcd  trident  of  the  feas, 

Ufurp'd  your  monarchy!  your  honour^  ft^n<t,^. 

Your  birth-right  ravifli*(l>  and  your  waves  profaned  ! 

Alike  the  daring  wrong  to  me,  to  you, 

And  (hall  my  lips  in  vain  your  vengeance  fue  ! 

This,  this  to  fue  from  high  Olympus  bore 

More  he  attempts^  bi^t  rage  permits  i)o  more. 
Fierce  burfting  wrath  the  watery  gods  infpires. 
And  their  red  eye^balls  bupi  with  livid  fires : 
Heaving  and  panting  ftruegles  every  bre^fl:, 
With  the  fierce  billows  of  hot  ire  oppreft. 
Twice  from  his  feat  divining  Proteus  rpfe; 
And  twice  he  (hook  enraged  his  fedgy  brows  : 
In  vain;  tjie  mandate  was  alrefijdy  givpn. 
From  Neptune  fent,  to  Jpofe  the  winds  of  heaven  : 
In  vain  j  though  prophecy  his  lips  infpired. 
The  ocean's  qupen  ^is  /ilent  lips  required,    * 
Nor  lefs  the  /lomj'of  headlong  rage  deiyiqs. 
Or  council  to  debate,  or  thought  to  rife. 
And  now  the  God  of  Tempefts  fwift  unbinds 
From  their  dark  caves  the  various  ruftiing  wind? : 
High  o'er  the  ftorm  the  Ppwe/  impetuous  rides, 
His  howling  voice  the  roaring  tempeft  guides  j 

Right  to  the  dauntlefs  fleet  their  ra^e  he  pours, 

»  • 

And  firft  their  Headlong  outrage  tears  the  (hores : 

I  1  2  And 
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A  deeper  night  involves  the  darkened  air, 

And  livid  flaflies  through  the  mountains  glare : 

Up-rooted  oaks,  with  all  their  leafy  pride, 

Rowl  thundering  down  the  groahing  mountains*  fide  j 

And  men  and  herds  in  clamorous  uproar  run, 

The  rocking  towers  and  crafliing  woods  to  ftiun.' 

^* 

m 

I 

While  thus  the  council  of  the  watery  ftate 
Enraged  decreed  the  Lufian  heroes*  fate, 
The  weary  fleet  before  the  gentle  gale 
With  joyful  hope  difplayed  the  fteady  fail ; 

r 

Thro*  the  fmooth  deep  they  ploughed  the  lengthening  way  j 

Beneath  the  wave  the  purple  car  of  day 

To  fable  night  the  eaftern  fky  refign'd. 

And  o'er  the  decks' cold  breath'd  the  midnight  wind. 

All  but  the  watch  in  warm  pavilions  flept, 

The  fecond  watch  the  wonted  vigils  kept : 

lupine  their  limbs,  the  maft  fupports  the  head. 

And  the  broad  yard  fail  o'er  their  fhouldcrs  fpread 

A  grateful  cover  from  the  chilly  gale. 

And  fleep's  foft  dews  their  heavy  eyes  aflail. 

Languid  againft  the  languid  Power  they  ftrive. 

And  fweet  difcourfe  preferves  their  thoughts  alive. 

When  Leonardo,  whofe  enamoured  thought 

In  every  dream  the  plighted  fair-one  fought, 
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The  dews  of  fleep  what  better  to  remove 
Than  the  foft,  woful,  pleafing  tales  of  love? 
111  timed,  alas,  the  brave .Veloso  cries, 
The  tales  of  love,  that  melt  the  heart  and  eyes. 
The  dear  enchantments  of  the  fair  I  know. 
The  fearful  tranfpoit  and  the  rapturous  woe : 
But  with  our  ftate  ill  fuits  the  grief  or  joy  j 
Let  war,  let  gallant  war  b^ir  thoughts  employ : 

With  dangers  threatened,  let  the  tale  infpire 

> 

The  fcom  of  danger,  .and  the  hero's  fire. 

His  mates  with  joy  thi  -  brave  Vkloso  hear. 
And  on  the  youth  the  fpeaker*^  toU  confer. 
The  brave  Vbloso  takes  the  wof d  with  joy. 
And  truth,  he  cries,  fhatl  thefe  flow  hours  decoy. 
The  warlike  tale  adorns  our  jiation's  fame. 
The  twelve  of  England  give  the  noble  theme. 


When  Pedro's  gallant  heir,  the  valiant  John,   . 
Gave  war's  full  fplendor  to  the  Lufian  throne, 
In  haughty  England,  where  the  winter  fpreads 
His  fnowy  mantle  o'er  the  fliining  meads  ', 

'  Ih  baiigbtj  En^lani  ivhert  thf  nvinter       manner  of  Homer,  he  thought  it  proper  to 

/preads  correal  the  error  in  natonu  hiSoxy  fallen 

His  foowj  mantk  o^r  tbejhiainjf  meads,  into  by  Camoeas,     Fanfhaw  feems  to  have 

la  |i.e  oririftaL  ^'^^  fcnfible  of  the  miftake  of  his  author, 

'     ^     H.,  ^  »    f  ,  and  haa  given  the  following,  uncountenanccd 

La  f^iVandi  Inrlaterra,  qui  de  nevi  ^    ^^  Portuguefc,  in  place  of  the  eternal 

Boraa  femfrt  ahunda ^^,^3  ^^^^  ^  y^  ^^^^^ 

That  15,  «  In  lUuftrioiM  England,  always  i„  ^^  ^^^^^^  ^,,5^1,  /from  diift  ihK  ftand 
^  covered  with  northern  feow/*  Though  tike  hiUs  of  fnow)  once  Albion's  name  did  %\u 
die  tranflator  was'  willing  to  retain  the 

The 
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Tfie  feeds  of  ftrife  the  fierce  Erynnis  fgfws  j, 
The  baleful  ftrife  from  court  cUfliention  rofe. 
With  every  charm  adorn'4>  and  every  gf«ce,  . 
That  fpreads  its  mag^c  o'er  the  female  face^ 
Twelve  ladies  fhined  the  c9urUy  traia  aiEOOgr 
The  firft,  the  faireft  of  th^  cowiftly  thrao^g. 
But  Envy's  breath  revikd  th^ir  injured.  nauiCi   ' 
And  ftain'd  the.  honour  of  tiwir  virion  ftwne.  : 
Twelve  youthful  barons  own'd  the  foul  report,  - . 
The  charge  at  firfl:^  ^rhs^y  a  tale  of  fport. . 
Ah,  bafe  the  fport  tha*  lightly  daivfl-defwi^     »  . 
The  facred  honour  of  a  lady's  naiBie  I 
What  '  knighthood  a^  the  proud  accufers  ykld^ 
And  dare  the  daslfej's'  channpion^  to  t^  field* 


'  fP'J^ai  knigbthotJ  afis  fk  frouda€€ufirs 
yields 
JLni  dan  the  damfeli  champions  U  tbeJUtd, 

The  tranflator,  either  by  his  ou^n  re- 
fearchest  or  by  his  application  to  fome  een- 
tlemen  who  were  moft  likel/tp  inform  Aim, 
ha*  not  been  able  to  difiwlwr  tbe  flighteft 
Vcitige  of  this  chivalrous  adventure  in  any 
memoirs  of  the  Engjifh.  bjtory«  :  Icif  (BO- 
bable,  neverthelefs,  that  however  adorned 
with  romantic  ornament  it  is  ii0t  icngcire^t 
without  foundation  in  truth.     Caftera,  who 
unhappily  does  not  cite  his  authority^  avqi 
the  names  of  the  twelve  Portuguele  cSam- 
pions;  Alvaro  Vaz  d'Almada,  afterwards 
count  d'Avjandies  in  Normandy ;  another 
Alvavo  -d'Ali^aday    jfumamed   the  Jofter, 
fA)m  his  deaCQ^tyiit  .thkt  «Varlike  ^eiKfife  ; 
Lopez  femaftdo  P^rcheco,;  Pedro  Hom/en 
D^AccSlla;   Juan  Auguftin  Pereyra.;   Lois 
Gonfdez  it  lifdlnfay  ;  .die  two  brothers 
Alvaro  and  Rodngo  ^endez  de  Cerveyra ; 
Rby  t^Mex  de  %lva ;  6oa6yfO  il*Ac(At, 
who  gave 'his  name 'to  'the  river  Acofta  in 
Africa;  Martin  Lopes;   d'Azevedo;   aad 


Alvaro  Gonfalez  de  Coutigno,  fur  named 
'Ma^dcip.'  The  namts  c?  the  Eq^lii^ 
champions  and  of  the  ladies,  he  confelTes 
are  unknown,  nor  does  hiftory  poiitively  ex- 
plain the  injury  of  which  die  dames  com« 
C'  *  led.  It  ipfift  ho^evvi  )>e  ^>d^T  ji^^ve 
ibch  ai  OT^uiied  ihe  Atonement  of 
blood;  H  faUoit  ou\eUifat  fanglamti^  iince 

tuodbireKignf  jJlfwaiiQ  4etti«inc  U  tf 
the  fword.     **  Some  criucs,  fays  Caftera, 
'  Biay  pcfham  'condemn  t)i^  <}>i(o4^  ejT 
'  Camoens  ;  out  for  my  part'(he  continues) 

<  i  tbiilc  die  ^Mivmtiue  of  Qli^ido  ^d,SQ- 
'  phronia,  in  TaiTo,  is  much  more  to  be 

<  blamed.      The  ^ nifode  of  the .  I^li|n 

*  poet  is  totally  exttoeranr,  tfi  ieui'^-faii 

*  peftiche,  whcB^as  that  of  thePoptujguefe 

<  has  a  dtre6t  relation  to   his  propoied 

*  fubjed ;  die  wars  of  his<£0]|ptt9r»  ii  laft 

<  fieldy  4n  .wUch  ,he  has  adwr^Uir  %- 

*  ceeded,  wiihoiit4Ut(|ivdi^^die'lk^iltfe 

'..of.die  ipmiu  die»iuty5>f  ttiea<tiqQ*-' 
To  this  jnay  te  added  ihp  fiiffrB,jo  of  X^-. . 
tarn,  who  acHnQ\xle4ge$  tba.t  Camfl^ns  >rjt- 
fully  interweaves  the  hifbry  of  Portugal. 
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•*  There  let  the  -caufe,  -as  'libnour  wills,  "be  tried, 
^  Aad  let  the  knee  ^and  rutHfltSis  fwotd  xlectde:" 
The  lovdy  dames  hnplore  tJic  courtly  train, 

» 

With  tears  implore  thetn,  but  implore  in  rain* 

^o  famed,  fo  dceaded  tower'd  ea^h  boaftfQllcni^» 
The  damfels'  l6vers  fliunii'd  the  proffer'd  fighL 
Of  arm  unable  tD  Tepd  the  ftrong,  • 
The  heart's  each  feeling  confcidus  xrf  die  'wrong, 
When  robb'd  <^  kll  fhe  feiaSle^br^^  'h<iids  ^tkstr. 
Ah  lieaven,  'how^biiter  flows  the  ifemdle  tear! 
To  Lancafber's  bold  d\ike  .£he  damfels  Tue  $ 
AdowB  their  cheeks^  now  paler  tiian  the  hue 
Of  fnowdropc  trembling  ±o  the  diitty  gale, 
The  flow-paced  chryltal  tear&  their  wrongs  bewail 
When  dowa  the  beauteous  lace  ihe  de^^-drop  "flow^^ 
What  manly  bdfomcan  its  force  oppofeJ 


And  the  fevereft  cnAc  moft  allow  that  fhe 
^ifode  rdated  by  Vdofcu  is'-happi^y  4m»>- 
>aiiced«  To  one  who  has  ever  been-at  iea* 
^e  fcene  muftbe  particul^kaly^pleaiisig.  Xke 
ileet  is  under  rail>  they  ploogh  the  unooth 
•deepf  ^ 

And  o*or  tlie  decks  cold  brtach^d  the  midnight 
wind. 

AH  bet  the  iecond  watch  are  aAeep  in  their 

•warm  jpavtBons  ;  die  -feoond  watch  /it  by 

the  maft'  (heltered*  ham  die  chilly  j^ide  by  a 

broad  fidl-doth  ;  fleep  begins  to  overpower 

them,  and  they  tell  nones  to  ehtertain  one 

another.     For  beaotiful  j>idnrefqtte  fimpli- 

city  there  is  no  Tea- fcene*  eqnal  to  this^in 

•4he  OdyiTey  orJBneid.   'And  even -iho  pre- 

Jfodiee  of  a  Scaliger  nutft  iiave  confiiSed^ 

that  the  xomaatic  thivalodus  narrative  of 

Yelofa, 

.Wkh  dtogen  threiten*d;  let  the  ule  iofpife 
%iM  ttQtn  iof  daoger^  and  the  hero*s*  liie. 


is 'better  adapted  to  the  circumfbaoes  of  the 

ifpeadter' Andbk  Midstnce,  .)ChaA  «llmt>ft  j«my 

iitf  the  lon^  hiAories  which  on  aU^occaiionSy 

ind/fooiettmes  in  die  cheat  of.hacile,  tbb 

heroes  of  the  Iliad  relate  to  each  other. 

iPqpe^has-tboQatalready  <nCQ4*'A*r9tt^iag  -  U« 

laniGdon  to  the  .fine  effed  of  vanety  an  the 

f^C'poam.^  The  ^refent  inAance,  whidi 

has  ajieciiliar  advantage,  in  agreeably  fu- 

ipendipg  jthe  mindxif  .the  jeacCr  after  the 

'^ilorm  is  raifed  by  the  mathinations  of  Sac* 

chus»  m^y  be  cited,  as  a  GonfiFm«lion'X)f4he 

opinion  of  that  jndidous  jxset.    Vet  how^ 

ever  defenfible  this  epifodeiafCamoens  m^iy 

« appear  to  l3ie  tnuiflatory  he^Mi  by  no^ncans 

agree  with  Camera,  that  the  adventure  of 

'Oliado  and  Sophronia,  in  Taflb,  is  totally 

exnberaat.    iLike  the   ^fode  of  Velofo, 

it  is  intmately  comitfded  with  the  /abjefi 

and  li^on  of  the  .poem«   rSee  Ac  iecoitd 

hoA  xif  ;th€  ^Urujkkmmi  LiUrnHu 

Hi« 
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His  hoary  curls  th'  indignant  hero  (hakes,  .  ,     . 

And  all  his  youthful  rage  reftored  awakes ; 

Though  loth,  he  cries,  to  plunge  my  bol^  compeers 

In  civil  difcord^  yet  appeafe  your  tears  : 

From  Lufitania  —  for  on  Lufiahc  ground 

Brave  Lancafter  had  ftrode  with  lawrel  crown'd; 

Had  marked  how  bold  the  Lufian  heroes  Ihone, . 
What  •  time  he  claimed  the  proud  Caftilian  throne,. 
How  matchlefs  pour'd  the  tempeft  of  their  might. 
When  thundering  at  his  fide  they  ruled  the  fight :  .    . 

Nor  lefs  their  ardent  paflion  for  the  fair,    .  .  • 

Generous  and  brave,  he  view'd  with  wondering  care^ 

When  crown*d  with  rofes  to  the  nuptial  bed 

« 

The  warlike  John  his  lovely  daughter  led  — 
From  Lufitania's  clime,  the  hero  cries, 
The  gallant  champions  of  your  fame  fliall  rife. 
Their  hearts  will  burn,  for  well  their  hearts  I  know, 
.   To  pour  your  vengeance  on  the  guilty  foe. 

Let  courtly  phrafe  the  heroes'  worth  admire, 

.  *        •  .     • 

And  for  your  injured  names  that  worth  require : 

• '        *  *       '  *  ■*      . 

Let  all  the  foft  endearments  of  the  fair. 

And  words  that  weep  your  wrongs,  your  wrongs  declare. 

Myfelf  the  heralds  to  the  chiefs  will  fend. 

And  to  the  king  my  valiant  fon  commend. 

•  priat  time  be  clainCd  the  proud CaJUlian  tercd  Galicin;  and' was  proclaimed  king  of 

throne^ John  of  GaunU  dakc  bjr  Lan-  Caftileatthe  dtyof  St.  TagodeCoApdftella. 

c^drr,  claimed  the  crown  of  CaHile  in  the  He  afterwards  relinquilhed  his  |>retenfion5 

right  df  his  wife.  Donna  Conftantia,  daugh-  on  the  marriage  of  his  daughter  Catalina 

tcr  of  Don  Pedroy  the  late  king.    Aflifted  by  with  the  infent  Don  Henry  of  Caflile.     Sec 

his  fbn-in-Iaw,  JohnL  of  Portugal,  he  eo-  the  fecond  note,  p.  167. 

He 
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He  fpoke  j  and  twelve  of  Luiian  race  he  names. 
All  noble  youths,  the  champions  of  the  dames. 
The  dames  by  lot  their  gallant  champions  *  chufe, ' 
And  each  her  hero's  name  exulting  views. 
Each  in  a  various  letter  hails  her  chief. 
And  earneft  for  his  aid  relates  her  grief : 
Each  to  the  king  her  courtly  homage  fends, : 
And  valiant  Lancafter  their  caufe  commends. 
Soon  as  to  Tagus'  (hores  the  heralds  came, 
Swift  through  the  palace  pours  the  fprightly  flame 
Of  high-foul'd  chivalry  ^  the  monarch  glows 
Firft  on  the  lifted  field  to  dare  the  foes  -,      ^ 
But  regal  ftate  withheld.    Alike  their  fires 
Each  courtly  noble  to  the  toil  aipires  : 
High  on  his  helm,  the  envy  of  his  pteer^ 
Each  chofen  knight  the  plume  of  combat  wears. 
In  that  prcaid  port  half  circled  by  the  ■  wave. 
Which  Portugallia  to  the  nation  gave, 
A  deathlefs  same,  a  fpeedy  floop  receives 
The  fculptured  bucklers,  and  the  clafping  greaves. 
The  fwords  of  Ebro,  fpears  of  lofty  fize. 
And  breaft-plates  flaming  with  a  thoufand  dyes, 

*  The  danui  Sy  lot  their  gallant  champitms  "  In  that  proud  port  half  circled  hy  the 

chufe. — The  ten  champions,  who  in  the  fifth  iva'ue, 

l»ok  of  the  Jeru/alem  are  fcnt  by  Godfrey  H^hich  Portugallia  to  the  nation  gave, 

for  the  afliftance  of  Annida,  arc  chofen  by  jf  deatUe/s  name  "Oporto,   called  by 

lot.     TafTo,  who  had  read  the  Lufiad,  and  the  Romans  CalU^^    Hence  Portugal, 
admired  its  author,  undoubtedly  had   the 
Portugnefe  poet  in  his  eye. 

K  k  Helmets 
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Helmets  high  pluflMid,  4nd>  ^ttwing  (ot  the  fight, 
Bold  fteeds,  whdfe  haraefe  (heme  with  filvery  light 
Dazzling  the  ddy.    And  now  the  riling  gala 
Invites  the  heroes^  and  demands  the  fail. 
When  brave  Magricio  thus  his  peers  addrefl:^ 
Oh,  friends  in  arms,  of  ^ual  powers  confcft. 
Long  have  I  hoped  through  foreign  clinaes  to  Aray^ 
Where  other  ftreaftis  than  Doiaro  wind  their  way  ; 
To  note  what  various  fhai*es  of  Wifs  and  woe 

From  various  laws  and  various  cuftoms  flow  s 

« 

Nor  deem  that  artful  I  the  fight  decline  ; 
England  (hall  know  the  combat  ih^U  be  mine« 
By  land  I  fpeed,  and  fliould  dark  fate  prevent^ 
For  death  alone  fhall  blight  my  firm  intent. 
Small  may  the  forrow  for  my  ab&nce  be, 
For  yours  were  conqueft,  though  unfhared  by  me. 
Yet  fomething  more  than  human  warms  my  *  breall;^ 
And  fiidden  whifpers,  In  our  fortunes  bleft. 
Nor  envious  chance,  nor  rocks,  nor  whelmy  tide^ 
Shall  our  glad  meeting  at  the  lift  divide. 


He  faid  5  and  now  the  rites  of  parting  friendg 
Sufiiced,  through'  Leon  and  Cafteel  he  bends. 


'  yet  fimetbmg  mnr  than  hmum  ^»armt       LiteiaUy,  <'  Bot  if  my  ^irit  truly  <fiviiie< 
*my  ireafty  thw  rendered  by  Fanihaw, 

But  in  mj  awg^ring  par  a  bird  d^tb  Jing. 


And  fuiden  nubifpert 
In  the  Portnguefe, 


Mm  ft  s  viriUt  Q  ej^iritt  me  ^dtvinb^i 


On 
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On  many  a  field  eyirapt  the  bes»  ftpod> 
And  the  proud  fceaes  erf  Lufian  conqueft  viewed. 
Navar  he  paft,  and  paft  the  direary  wild, 
Where  rocks  on  rocks  o'er  ytrwning^  glyns  are  piled ; 
The  wolfs  dread  range*  where  to  the  evening  fkica 
In  clouds  involved  the  cold  Pyrenians  rife. 
Through  Gallia's  flowery  vales  and  wheaten  plains 
He  ftrays,  an4  Belgia  now  his  fleps  detains. 
There,  as  forgetful  of  his  vow'd  intent. 
In  various  cares  the  fleeting  days  he  fpent : 
His  peers  the  while  direft  to  England's  fl:rand. 
Plough  the  chill  northern  wave  >  and  now  at  land^ 
Adorn'd  in  armour,  and  embroidery  gay. 
To  lordly  London  hold  the  crowded  v/ay : 
Bold  Lancafter  receives  the  knights  with  joy. 
The  feaft  and  warlike  fong  each  houf  employ. 
The  beauteous  dames  attending  wake  their  fire. 

With  tears  enrage  them,  and  with  fmiles  infpire^ 

«  • 

And  now  with  doubtful  bluflaes  rofe  the  day. 
Decreed  the  rites  of  wounded  fame  to  pay. 
The  Englilh. monarch  gives  the  Ufted  bounds,    - 
And,  fixt  in  rank,  with  fhining  fpears  fyrrounds^ 
Before  their  dames  the  gallant  knights  advance. 
Each  like  a  Mars,  and  fhake  the  beamy. lance: 
The  dames,  adornt'd  in  filk  and  gold,  difplay 
A  thoufand  colours  glittering  to  the  day } 

Kk  z 


Alone 
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Alone  in  tears,  and  doleful  mourning,  came, 
Unhonour'd  by  her  knight,  Magricio's  dame. 
Fear  not  our  prowefs,  cry  the  bold  Eleveni, 
In  numbers,  not  in  might,  we  ftand  uneven. 
More  could  we  fpare,  fecure  of  dauntlefs  might. 
When  for  the  injured  female  name  we  fight«. 


Beneath  a  canopy  of  regal  ftate. 
High  on  a  throne  the  Englifh  monarch  fate^ 
All  round  the  ladies  and  the  barons  bold. 
Shining  in  proud  array  their  ftations  hold. 
Now  o'er  the  theatre  the  champions  pour^ 
And  facing  three  to  three,  and  four  to  four, 
Flourifti  their  arms  in  prelude.    From  the  bay 
Where  flows  the  TagU5  to  the  Indian  fea. 
The  fun  beholds  not  in  his  annual  race 
A  twelve  more  fightly,  more  of  manly  grace 
Than  tower'd  the  Englifh  Jcnights.    With  froathing  jaw* 
Furious  each  fleed  the  bit  reflriftive  gnaws. 
And  rearing  to  approach  the- rearing  foe^ 
Their  wavy  manes  are  dafh'd  with  foamy  fnow : 
Crofs-darting  ta  the  fun  a  thoufand  rays 
The  champions-'  helmets  as  the  chryflal  blaze,. 
Ah  now,  the  trembling  ladies'  cheeks  how  wan ! 
Cold  crept  their  blood  j  when  through  the  tumult  ran 


I  * 


A  ihout 
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A  fliout  loud  gatherihg ;  turned  was  every  eye 
Where  rofe  the  fhciut,  the  fudden  caufe  to  fpy* 

» 

And  lo,  in  fliining  arms  a  warrior  rode; 
With  confcious  pride  his  fnorting  courfer  trodi; 
Low  to  the  monarch  and  the  dames  he  bends,    • 
And  now  the  great  Magricio  joins  his  friends; 
With  looks  that  glowed,  exulting  rofe  the  fair, 

•         ■ 

Whofe  wounded  honour  claim'd  the  hero's  care. 
Afide  the  doleful  weeds  of  mourning  thrown^ 

In  dazzling  purple  and  in  gold  (he  ftione*  * 

Now  loud  the  fignal  of  the  fight  rebounds 
Quivering  the  air,  the  meeting  {hock  refourids 
Hoarfe  uproar  ;  bucklers  dalhed  on  bucklers  rin^. 
The  fplintered  lances  round  their  helmets  fing. 
Their  fwords  flafli  lightning,  darkly  reeking  o'er 
The  (hining  mail-plates  flows  the  purple  gore. 
Torn  by  the  fpur,  the  loofened' reins  at*  large. 
Furious- the  fteeds  in  thundering  plunges  charge-^ 
Trembles  beneath'  their  hoofs  the  fblid  ground, . 
And  thick  the  fiery  fparkles  flafh  around, 
A  dreadful  blaze !  with  pleafing  horror  thrilFd 
The  croud  behold  the  terrors  of  the  field; 
Here  fhmn'd  and  ftaggering  with  the  forceful  blow, 
A  bending  champion  grafps  the  faddle-bow ; 
Here  backward  bent  a  falling  knight  reclines, 

His  plumes  diftionour'd  lalh  the  courfer's  loins^    ' 

So 
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So  tired  and  ftaggec'd  toil'd  the  doubtful  fights 
When  great  Magxicio  kindling  all  his  might 
Gave  all  his  rage  to  burn  :  with  headlong  forcCf 
Confcious  of  vidory,  his  bounding  horlc 
Wheels  round  and  round  the  foe ;  the  heroes  ipear 
Now  on  the  front,^  now  flaming  on  the  rear^ 
Mows  down  their  firmeft  battle ;  groans  the  ground^ 
The  fplinter'd  {hields  and  cloTen  helms  reibund  > 

Beneath  his  courfer  i  torn  ^  harnefs  gay  ^ 
Here  from  the«mafter  fprings  the  fteed  away  f 
Obfcene  with  duft  and  gore,  flow  from  the  groimd 
Rifing,  the  mailer  rowls  his  eyes  around^ 
Pale  as  a  fpedtre  on  the  Stygian  coaft. 
In  all  the  rage  of  fhame  confufed  and  loft : 
Here  low  on  earth,  and  o*cr  the  riders  thrown^ 
The  wallowing  courfers  and  the  riders  groan  i 
Before  their  glimmering  vifion  dies  the  light. 

And  deep  defcends  the  gloom  of  death's  eternal  night* 
They  now  who  boafted,  ^*  Let  the  fword  decide," 
Alone  in  flight's  ignoble  aid  conflde  : 
Loud  to  the  Ikies  the  ihout  of  joy  proclaims 
The  fpotlefs  honour  of  the  ladies'  names* 


In  painted  halls  of  flate  and  rofy  bowers. 
The  twelve  brave  Lufians  crown  the  feftive  hours. 


Bold 


Book  "VT.  THE        L    U    8    I    A   D.  25^ 

Bold  Lancafter  (he  princtly  feaft  beftows. 
The  goblet  circles^  and  the  mufic  flows  5 
And  every  care,  llj«  tranlport  of  jtlicir  joy. 
To  tend  the  knights  the  lovely  dames  employ ; 
The  green-boti^ted  forefts  by  the  lawns  of  Thanxeff 
Behold  the  vid:orM:fiafflpio»6  «nd  the  danaes 
Roufe  the  tall  roe-buck  JoVr  thje  dews  of  morn. 

While  through  the  daks  of  Kent  refounds  the  bugle-horiu 

The  fultry  noon  the  princely  banquet  owns^ 

The  minftrers  fong-of  war  the  banquet  crowns  ^ 

And  when  the  (hades  of  gentle  evening  falU 

Loud  with  the  dance  refounds  the  lordly  hall : 

The  golden  roofs,  while  Vcfper  fliines,  prolong- 

The  meafured  cadence^  and  accomp'nied  fong» 

Thus  paft  the  days  on  England's  happy  ftrand^    . 

Till  the  dear  memory  of  their  natal  land 

Sigh'd  for  the  banks  of  Tagus.     Yet  the  breaft 

Of  brave  Magricio  fpurns  the  thoughts  of  reft. 

In  Gaul's  proud  court  he  fought  the  lifted  plain. 

In  arms  a«  injured  lady's  knight  again* 

As  Rome's  Corvinus  o'er  the  field  he  ^  ftrode,. 

And  on  the  foe's  huge  cuirafs  proudly  trod* 


y  As  Rom^j  Comfinus — ^Valerias  Maxi-  pecked  his  face  and  hand»  and  ibmetimes 

musy    a  Roman  triboney  who  fought  and  blinded  him  with  the  flapping  of  his  wings, 

flew  a  Gaol  of  enormous  ftature,  in  Angle  The  vi^r  was  thence  named  Corvinus. 

combat.    During  the  duel  a  raven  pj^rcMd  Vid.  liv.  1.  7.  c.  26.. 
on  the  helm  or  his  antagonift,  ibmetimes 

No 
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No  more  by  Tyranny's  proud  tongue  reviled^ 
The  Flandrian  countefs  on  her  hero  *  fmiled/ 
The  Rhine  another  paft,  and  proved  his  *  mightj 
A  fraudful  Gernian  dared  him  to  the  fight. 

Strain'd  in  liis^grafp  the  fraudful  boafter  fell- 
Here  fudden  ftopt  the  youth;  the  diftant  yell 
Of  gathering  tempeft  founded  in  his  ears, 
Unhcacd,  unheeded  by  his  liftening  peers. 
Earned  at  full  they  urge  him  to  relate.  .   . 
Magricio's  combat,  and  the  German's  fate. 


*  ThiFlamlrian  count  i/s  on  her  hero /mile J. 
«— The  prince(s»  for  whom  Magrido  iigiia- 
lized  his  valour,  was  Ifabella  of  Portugal, 
and  fpoufe  to  Philip  the  Good,  duke  of 
Burgundy,  and  earl  of  Flanders.  Some 
Spanilh  chronicles  relate,  that  Charles  VII. 
of  France,  having  adembled  the  ftates  of 
his  kingdom,  cited  Philip  to  appear  with 
his  other  vaiTals.  Ifabelhi,  who  was.prefent, 
fblemnly  protefted  that  the  earls  of  Flan- 
ders were  not  obliged  to  do  homage.  A 
difpute  arofe,  on  ^ich  Jhe  offered,  accord- 
ing to  the  cuilom  of  that  age,  to  appeal  to 
the  fate  of  arms.  The  propofal  was  accep- 
ted, and  Magricio  the  ohampion  of  Ifabella 

"vanquilhed  a  French  chevdier,  appointed 
by  Charles.  Though  .our  authors  do  not 
mention  this  adventure,  and  though  Em- 
manuel de  Faria,  and  the  bell  Poiiugueie 
writers  treat  it  with  doubt,  nothing  to  the 
difadvantage  of  Camoens  is  thence  to  be 
inferred.  A  poet  is  not  obliged  always  to 
follow  the  truth  of  hiftory. 

*  The  Rhine  another  pftft^  and  trov'J  his 
might — This  was  Alvaro  Vaz  d'Almada. 
The  chronicle  of  Garibay  relates,  that  at 
Bafil  he  received  from  a  German  a  «cha- 
lenge  to  meafure  fwords,  on  condition  that 
each  flioujd  fight  with  the  right  fide  un* 
armed;  the  German  by  this  hoping  .to  be 
vidorious,  for  he  was  left-handed.  The 
Portuguefe,  fufpedling  no  fraud,  accepted. 


V^en  the  combat  began  he  perceived  ike 
ineq1^1ity.     His  right   flde  unarmed  was 
expofed  to  the  enemy,  whofe    left   fide, 
which  was  neareft  to  him,  was  defended 
with  half  a  cuiraTs.     Notwithflanding  all 
this,   the  brave  Alvaro  obtained  the;  vic- 
tory.   He  fprun'g  upon  the  German,  feized 
him«   and  erafpmg    him  .  forcibly  in   his 
arms,   ftiflc^  and  cniihed  him  to  death  ; 
imitating  the  condufi  of  Hercules,  who  in 
the  fame  manner  flew  the  cruel  Anteus. 
Here  we  ought  to  remark  the  addrefs  of 
our  author  ;  he  defcribts  at  length  the  in- 
jury and  grief  of  the  Englifh   ladies,  the 
voyage  of  the  twelve  champions  to  £ng« 
land,  and  the  prowefs  they  there  di/played.' 
When  Velofo  relates' thefe,  the  fea  is  calm  ; 
but  no  fooner  does  it  begin  to  be  troubled, 
than  the  foldier  abridges  his  recital:   we 
fee  him  follow  by  degrees  the  preludes  of 
the  florm,  we  perceive  the  anxiety  of  his 
mind  on  the  view  of  the  approaching  dan- 
ger,   haftening  his  narration   to  an  end. 
ydla  ce  que  s^appelle  c'es  euups  de  maitre. 
Behold  the  flrokes  of  a  mafler.    This  note, 
and  the  one  preceding,  are  from  Caflera. 

Joam  franco  Barreto,  whofe  fhort  nomen- 
clater  is  printed  as  an  index  to  the  Porm- 
gueie  editions  of  ,the  Lufiad,  informs  iu«  that 
Magricio  was  fon  of  the  marifchal  Concalo 
Coutinho,  and  brother  to  Don  Vafco  Cou- 
tinho,  the  firil  count  de  Marialva. 

When 


\ 
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When  ihrilly.  whirling  through  the  decks  refounds 
The  mafter's  call,  and  loud  his  voice  rebounds : 

■J 

Inftant  from  convcrfe.  and  from  flumber  ftart 

■ 

Both  bands^  and  inftant  to  their  toils  they  dart. 

Aloft,  oh  fpeed^  down,  down  the  topfails,  cries 

The  Mafter,  fudden  from  my  eameft  eyes 

Vanifh'd  the  ftars,  flow  rpwls  the  hollow  figh. 

The  ftorm's  dread  herald.— -To  the  topfails  fly 

The  bounding  youths,  and  o'er  the  yard*arms  whirl 

The  whizzing  ropes,  and  fwift  the  canvas  furl ; 

When  from  their  grafp  the  hurfting  tempcfts.  bore 

The  flieets  half-gathered,  and  in  fragments  tore* 

Strike,  ftrike  the  mainfail,  loud  again  he  rears 

His  ecchoing  voice  j  when  roaring  in  their  ears,  *  , 

As  if  the  ftarry  vault  by  thunders  riven, 

Rufli'd  downward  to  the  deep  the  walls  of  heaven, 

With  headlong  weight  a  fiercer  Waft  defcends. 

And  with  fliarp  whirring  crafli  the  main-fail  rends ; 

Loud  flirieks  of  horror  through  the  fleet,  refbuijd^  * 

» 

Burfts  the  torn  cordage,  rattle  far  around 

The  fplinter'd  yard-arms  j  from  each  bending  maft, 

In  many  a  fhred,  far  ftreaming  on  the  blaft 
The  canvas  floats ;  low  finks  the  leeward  fide. 
O'er  the  broad  veflels  rolls  the  fwelling  tide  j 
O  ftrain  each  nerve,  the  frantic  Pilot  cries, 

ft 

Oh  now— arid  inftant  every  nerve  applies, 

L  1  Tugging 
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Tugging  what  cumbrotis  lay  witk  ftitdbKil  fbttU  $ 

Dafh'd  by  th6  ponderotis  Mdi  ^t  ^rgts  htJarife 

Roar  in  new  whirls:  the  diUmlfefifbidfersr. rill 

To  pump,  yet  ere  the  gtdahlh^  pth^  bc^  '  • 

The  wave  to  vomit,  o'er  thfe  defckfe  d'ettfttowft 

•  •  • 

In  groveling  heaps  the  fllaggfcr'd  foldiers  grdkii : 

So  rowls  the  veffeJ,  nbt  thfc  boWfcft  tliree,    ^ 

Of  arm  robufteft,  and  bf  firmfeft  knei. 

Can  guide  the  ftartirig  ruddier  j  from  tlieir  Prtiids 

The  helm  burfts  j  fc^ftfe  a  cablfe'i  ftrtngth  eomrtiwidS 

*  •  . 

The  ftaggeriiig  fury  of  its  ^artiAg  botihds. 
While  to  the  forcfefUI  bed^hg  ftifge  rrfoUnds 
The  hollow  crazing  huDc:  with  kindling  rage 
The  adverfe  wifids  the  adverfe  winds  ehgag^. 
As  from  its  bafe  of  rotk  their  biftded  power 
Strove  in  thfc  duft  to  ftrew  fome  lordly  tdv/er, 
Whofe  dented  battlements  in  middle  fky* 
Frown  on  the  temj)eft  and  its  rage  defy ; 
So  roar'd  the  winds :  high  o'er  the  reft  upborne 

ft 

On  the  wide  mountain-wave's  flant  ridge  fbrlorii. 

At  times  diffcover'd  by  the  lighthihgs  blue,  ,    • 

Hangs  Gama's  lofty  veflel,  to  the  view 

Small  as  her  boat;  o'er  f  aulus'  fhatt^r'd  profe 

Falls  the  tall  main-maft  prone  with  crafhing  roat ; 

Their  hands,  yet  grafping  their  uprooted  hair. 

The  failors  lift  to  heaven  in  wild  dftfpair, 

The 
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The  Saviour  0<id  ,cw:h.y4JiogYcdoe  implores. 
Nor  lefs  from  biave  CocUo's  wftTrlhip  ppurs 
The  fhriek  fhrill  rolling  *A  *1^  tcmpeft's  wings : 
Dire  as  the  bird  qf  dsaih  ^  midnight  ijipgs 
His  dreary  howli^s  ;q  .th?  Apk  maa's  ear^ 
The  anfwerin^  (hp^k  from  ihip  to  fliip  they  hear. 
Now  on  the  ,??»HntoiO-^bUlpw8  upward  driven, 
The  navy  mingle?  witii  the  clouds  of  heaven  j 
Now  rufhing  downward  with  the  ^nking  waves, 
Bare  they  behold  old  Ocean's  vanity  caves. 
The  eaftem  blaft  againft  the  weftem  poucs, 
Againft  tSie  fouthern  ftorm  the  northern  roars : 
From  pole  to  pole  the  flalhy  lightnings  glare, 
One  pale  blue  twinkling  fheet  enwraps  the  air. 
In  fwift  fucceflion  now  the  volleys  fly 

Darted  in  pointed  curvings  o'er  the  f)cy  -, 
And  through  the  horrors  of  the  dreadful  night, 
b*er  the  torn  waves  they  fhed  a  ghaftly  light ; 
The  breaking  furges  flame  with  burning  red, 
Wider  and  louder  ftill  the  thunders  fpread, 

* 

As  if  the  folid  heavens  together  crufli'd,  ■. 
Expiring  worlds  cm  worlds  expiring  rufti'd, 
And  dim-brow'd  Chaos  fti^uggled  to  regain 
The  wild  confufion  of  his  ancient  reign. 
Not  fuch  the  volley  when  the  arm  of  Jove 
From  heaven's  high  gates  the  rebel  Titans  drove  5 

LI  2 
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Not  fuch  fierce  lightnings  blazed  athwart  the  flood,    ' 
When,  faved  by  heaven,  Deucalion's  vefiel  rode 

High  o'er  the  deluged  hillsi    Along  the  fhore 

,  .  ,  ,\ ' ,  .'-*., 

The  Halcyons,  mindful  of  their  fate,  *  deplore  { 

As  beating  round  on  trembling  wings  they  fly, 

«  •   ,         •       •  • 

Shrill  through  the  ftornv  their  woeful  clamours  die. 
So  from  the  tomb,  when  midriight  veils"  the  ^filains; 

•  •  ■ 

With  **  ftirill,  faint  voice,  th'  untimely  ghoft  compllsiihs; 
The  amorous  dolphins  to  their  deepeflr  caves 
In  vain  retreat  to  fly  the  furious  wavey  \,  ' 


» ■» 


-. .  • 


•  Tbt  Halcyons^  mindffil  of  their  fati^de^ 
plori  Ceyx,  king  of  Trachinia»  fon  of 
Lucifer,  married  Alcyone,  the  daaditer  of 
Eolas.*  On  a  voya^  to  confult  die  Delphic 
Oracle  he  was  (hipwrecked*  His  corpfe 
was  thrown  afhore  in  the  view  of  his  fpoafe, 
who  in  the  aeonies  of  her  love  and  defpair,. 
threw  herfelf  into  the  fea.  The  Gods,  in* 
pity  of  her  pioas  fidelity,  metamorphofed 
them  into  the  birds  which  bear  her  name. 
The  Halcyon  is  a  little  bird  about  the  iize 
of  a  thrnfh,  its  plumage  of  a  beautiful  fky 
bine,  mixed  witn  fome  traits  of  .white  and 
carnation.  It  is  vulwhr  called  the  Kine,  or 
Martin  Fiiher.  The  Halcyons  vtry  feldom 
appear  but  in  the  fineft  weather,  whence 
they  are  fabled  to  build  their  nefts  on  the 
iK'aves. .  The  female  is  no  lefs  lemarkablr ' 
than  the  turtle,  for  her  conjbgal  af!e£libn. 
She  nonrilhes  and  attends  the  male  when 
fick,  and  furvives  his  death  but  ^  few  days.' 
When  the  Halcyons  are  furprifed  in  a  tem- 
ped, they  fly  about  as  in  the  utmoA-  tenor, 
with  the  mod  lamentable  and  doleful  cries. , 
To  introduce  them  therefore  in-  the  pidure 
of  a  ilorm,  is  a  proof  both  of  the  tane  and 
judgment  of  Camoens. 

*>  With  Jhrill faint  'voice  th*  untimely  ghoft 

complains It  may  not  perhaps  be  unen* 

tertaining  to  cite  Madam  Dacier^  and  Mr. 
Fope  on  the  voices  of  the  dead.  It  will,  at 
kaft,  afford  a  critical  obfervation,  which 
appes&rs  to  have  efcaped  them  both.     *'  The 


ffiadqsr  of/tUq  faftors,'  (Qh(^e»  Z>Ar>Vr)  wheii 
they  are  fummoned  by  Mercury  out  of  ^e 
pabce  of'UMeSf  efikit  a,  fteble,  pUintive»» 
inarticulate^^nd,  T^i^tfM,  flrident :  whereas 
Agamemnon^  and  the  fhades  that  have  been, 
fong  in  the  (late  of  the  dead,  {peak  articu- 
lately. *  I  doubt  not  but  Homer  intended  tor 
fhew,  hy  the  former  defcription,  that  when', 
the  foul  is'feparated  from  the  orsons  of  the. 
body,  it  ceaies  to  aft  arfter  the  nime  man-* 
ner.  as  while  it  was  joined  to   it ;  but. how 
the  dead  recover  their 'voiceft*  afterwards  ]». 
not  eafy  to  underftand.    In  other  refpefta. 
Virg^  paints  after  Homgr ;. 


,    »  ■  Ptfrj  flUrt  voem 

ExigMam  ^  im^m  dsmt fru/trgtur 

To  this  Mr.  P^/^ replies,  ."But  why  ffaonld. 
we  fuppoie  with  Dacier^  that  thefe  fhades 
of  the  fuitors  {of  Penelope)  have  loft  the 
faculty  of  fpeaking ;    I  iwither  imagine  that, 
the  founds  they  uttered  were  iigns  of  com- 
plaint and  difcontent,^ and. proceeded  noQ 
from  an  inability  to  (peak.     After  Patro^ 
clus  wasf  fkin,  he.  appears  to  Achilles y  and 
fpeaks  very  articulately  to  him  ;  yet  to  ex- 
]>refs  his  for  row  at~  his  departure,  he  aft9< 
like  thefe  fuitors  :  for  Achilles 

Like  ■  thio  Tmoke  beh^ldi  the  fpirlt  fly. 
And  heart  a  feeble,  lamenuble  cry. 

Dacitr  conje^ures,  that  the  power  of  ipee<;hi 
ceafes  in  the-  dead,  till  they  arc  admitted 
iuto  a  ftaic  of  reft  \  but  Patricias  is  an  in- 

ftaace 
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High  o'er  the  mountjun-capes  the  ocean  flow$, 
And  tears  the  aged  forefts  from  their  brows  : 
The  pine- and  oak's  huge  finewy  roots  uptom. 
And  from  thdur  beds  the  dufky  fands,  upborne 
On  the  rude  whirlings  of  the  billowy  fweep, 
Imbrown  the  forfaoe  of  l^e  boilings  deep.^ 
High  to  the  poop  l^e  valiant  Gam  a  fprings^ 
And  all  the^  rage  of  grief  his  bofom  wrings. 
Grief  to  behold,  th^ while  fondhope  cnjoy'd 
The  meed  of  all  his  toils^  that  hope  deft roy'di 
In  awful  horror  loft'  the  hero  ftandsi 
And  rowls  his  eyes  to  heaven,  and  fpreads  his  hands, 
While  to  the  clouds  his  veflel  rides  the  fwell. 
And  now  her  bla^k  keel  ftrike^  t|ie  gates  ^of  hell ;: 


.'  < 


•  I 


iUutce  to  the  contrary  int  the  IHiut^  utA' 
Elpenor  in  the  Oijffey^  for  they  both  fpeak 
before  their  funereal  rites  are  poibrmed,  and 
confequently  before  they  enter  into  a  ftate 
of  repofe^amongft  the  fhades  oftheJiappy." 
The  CriUt,  in  his  fearch  for  diibint  proofed 
often  omits  the  moil  mateaal  one  imme- 
diately at  hand..  Had  Madam  t>acin  at- 
tended to  the  epifode  of  the  fouls  of  the 
fuitorsy.  the  world  had  never  Aen  her  in-^ 
genuity  in  thefc  mythological  conjediures  ; 
nor  had  Mr.  Vop$  any  need  to  brinr  the 
cafe  6E.Patroclus  or  Elpinor  to  overdirow 
her  fyftem.  Amphimtdon%  pat  of  .the  fuitors^ 
in  the  very  epifode  which  gave  birth  to  Da^ 
cier*s  conjedhirey  tells  his  dory  very  artica-> 
lately  to  the  ihade  of  ^gamimn^n^  though 
he  had  not  received  the  funereal  rites  : 

Our  mangled  bodies  now  defoiin*d  with  forc. 
Cold  aBd  aefleded  fprcad  xbe  nacble  ftoor : 


No  ftiend  to  bathe  oar  wooodt!  or  tttirto  (bed  \ 
0*cr  the  paJc  corl'e  1  the  hooourt  of  the  dead. 

OoTii.  XXIV, 

On  the  whole,  the  defence  of  Pope  is  almofb 
as  idle  as  the  oenjedores  ofDacier.  Theplain 
truth  is.  Poetry  delights  in  Perfbnificatidn  ; 
every  thing  in  it,  as  AriftotU  fays  of  the 
IliSad,  has*  manners ;  poetry  muft:  therefore 
perfonify  according  to  our. ideas.  Thus  ia 
Milttm: 

Teava,  foch  at  angeli  weep,  .botfl  forth 

And  thus  in  Homers  while  the  fuitors  are 
conduced  tahell ; 

Trembliog  the  fpe£bea  glide,  and  plaintive  vent   . 
Thin,  hoUow  fareami,.  along  the  deep  dclbent  t 

and,  unfettered  with  mythological  diftinc-. 
tions,  either  ihriek  or  articulately. talk,  ac« 
cording  to  the  moft  poetical  view  of  theii 
fuppoied  ciicumfUnces.  .     . 


Oh 
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Oh  thou,  he  crl^,  whom  tren^bluig  ,he«v^  ohpysi 
Whofe  will  the  temp^'ts  ^jop}^  madne&'fivay-Sy 
Who,  through  tha  wild  waves,  led'^  thy  c^^^p^^ 
While  the  high  billows  ftood  lilce  w^$  pf  bra^ ; 
Oh  thou,  while  ocea^  ^i^ifting  o'a:  i^^  world 
Roar'd  o'er  the  hills,  ^nd  frpm  the  Iky  dowil  hiild'd 
Rufh'd  other  headUtt^  nutans  y  oh,  ft3  thsfl 
The  fecond  father  of  the;  i>aiee  of  men 
Safe  in  thy  care  llie  4readful  boliows  rode. 
Oh !  fave  us  no^^  be  now  the  £iYJbi^  Cod  1 
Safe  in  thy  care^  what  daggers  liayie  we  paft  ! 
And  {halt  thou  leave  «i8>  kave  u^  now  at  laft 
To  perifh  here «—  our  dangers  and  our  toik 
To  fpread  thy  lanrs  unwortiiy  of  thy  (miles ; 
Our  vows  unheard — Heavy  with  all  thy  weight. 
Oh  horror,  come !  and  come,  eternal  night ! 

JHe  paufcd}— then  found  his  eyes  and  arras  he  thruw 

* 

In  gefture  wild,  and  thus  i  Oh  h^ppy  you ! 

You,  who  in  Afric  fought  for  holy  faith. 

And,  pierced  with  Moorifh  ipears,  in  glorious  death 

Beheld  the  fmiling  heavens  your  toils  reward, 

By  your  brave  mates  beheld  the  con^ueft  fhared  j 

Oh  happy  you,  on  every  Ihore  renown'd  I 

Your  vows  refpeded  and  your  wifhes  crown'd* 

He 
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Hefpokej  redoubWA  itlg^  ^tt  mingled  blafts  i 
Through  the  torn  cdfd^gd  atict  the  ihftCter'd  maft» 
The  winds  loud  whiftledj  fiercer  fighnings  blazed» 
And  louder  roars  the  doubled!  thunders  ralftd. 
The  iky  and  ocHirt  Wendlftgi  eich  eii  fire, 
Seem'd  as  all  Nature  ffniggled  te- empire. 
When  now  the  ftlvtfr  ^a*  of  Lore  ftppieair*d. 
Bright  in  her  eaft  her  radlaM  froiit  file  ttix'd  ^ 
Fair  throusrh  the  honsd  Aona  die  etntllt  ^t 


Announced  the  promift  otf  the  chcierfiil  day  j 
From  her  bright  throne  Ceteftid  Love  beheld 
The  tempeft  bum,  and  Etaft  oa  bl«ft  id^drd : 
And  muft  the  furious  Dseittcttl  ftUU  (hi  dries. 
Still  urge  hi^  rage,  n^r  all  the  pAik  foffi^e ! 
Yet  as  thapaft,  (hall  aM  Vis  rfege  be  ▼stift— 
She  fpoke,  and  darted  to  the  roaming  main  ^ 
Her  lovely  nymphs  fke  calls,  the  nymphs  obey. 
Her  nymphs  the  Virtues  who  conifefd  her  fway  j. 
Round  every  brow  flae  bids  the  rofe-buds  twine. 
And  every  flower  adbwi)^  the  locks  to^  (hihe. 
The  fnow-white  lily  and  the  laurel  green. 
And  pink  and  yellow  as  at  ftrife  be  feen. 
Ihilant  amidft  their  golden  ringlets  flrove 
Each  flowret  planted  by  the  band  of  Love ;: 
At  ftrife,  who  firft  th'  enamoured  Powers  to  gain^ 
Who  rule  the  tempefts  and  the  waves  reftrain : 


Bright 


ifSifi 
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Bright  as  a  ftarry  band  the  Nereids  fliofte,  /     •    .  ,    : 
Inftant  old  Eolus'  fons  their  prefence  •  own  j 
The  winds  die  faintly,  and  in  fofteft  fighs 
Each  at  his  Fair  one's  feet  defponding  lies.  ', 
The  bright  Orithia,  threatening,  ftemly  chides  . 
The  furious  Boreas,  and  his  faith  derides  j 
The  furious  Boreas  owns  her  powerful  hajxds : 
Fair  Galatea,  with  afmile  commands 
The  raging  Notus,  for  his  love,  how  true. 
His  fervent  pallion  and  his  faith  flie  knew. 
Thus  every  nymph  her  various  Lover  chides  i 
The  filent  winds  are  fettered  by  their  brides ; 
And  to  the  Goddeis  of  Celeflial  loves» 

* 

Mild  as  her  look,  and  gentle  as  her  doves 
In  flowery  bands  .are  brought.    Their  amorous  flame 
The  Queen  approves,  and  ever  burn  the  fame, 
She  cries,  and  joyful  on  the  Nymphs*  fair  hands, 
Th'  Eolian  race  receive  the  Queen's  commands^ 
And  vow,  that  henceforth  her  Arnpiada's  fails 
Should  gently  fwell  with  fair  propitious  *  gales. 


•        y 


«  For  the  hhlt  of  Eolus  fee  the  tenth 
Odyffcy. 

^  jiffif  nfonvy  that  benafortb  b^r  ArmAdt^i 
faiU 
SbouU gintlj  fivell  fwitb  fair  propitious  gales. 
—In  innumerable  infbnces  Caoioens  diibo- 
vers  himfelf  a  judicious  imitator  of  the  an- 
cients. In  the  two  gpreat  mailers  of  the  Epic 
are  feverai  prophecies  oracular  of  the  fate 
of  diflerent  heroes,  which  give  an  w  of  fo- 
lenm  importance  to  the  Poem.    The  ftte  of 


the  Armada  thus  obfcttrely  anticipated, 
fembles  in  particular  the  prophecy  of  the 
fafe  return  of  Ulyiles  to  Ithaca,  fivefold 
by  the  fhade  of  Tinfias^  which  was  af> 
terwards  fulfilled  by  the  Phxacians.  It 
remains  now  to  make  fogne  obfervations  oa 
the  machinery  u£bd  by  Camoens  in  thia 
boolc.  The  neceffity  of  machinery  in  the 
Epopea,  and  the  perhaps  infurmountable 
difficulty  of  finding  one  anexceptionably 
adapted  to  a  Poem  where  the  heroes  are 

Chriftians^ 


OOK    VI. 


THE        L   U   S   I   A  a 


267 


Now  morn  arofc  ferene  in  dappled  grey. 
Pale  gleamed  the  wave  beneath  the  golden  ray ; 
Blue  o'er  the  filver  flood  the  mount?iins  |-ofe. 
Where,  crowned  with  palm,  the  murmuring  Ganges  flows ; 
The  Tailors  on  the  main-stop's  airy  round. 
With  waving  hand,  Landt  land>  aloud  rcibund  k 
Aloud  the  Pilot  of  Melinda  cries» 
Behold,  O  Chief,  the  ihores  of  India  rife  ? 
Elate  the  joyful  crew  on  tip-toe  trod. 
And  every  breafl:  with  fwelling  raptures  glow'd  i 
Gama's  great  foul  confeft  the  rufliing  fwell, 
Prone  on  his  manly  knees  the  Hero  fell| 


Ckriftxans»  or»  is  other  words,  to  a  Poem 
whofe  fubjedt  is  modem,  have  already  been 
obferved  in  the  Preface.  The  madiineiy 
of  Camoens  has  alfo  been  proved,  in  every 
refpeft,  to  be  iefs  exceptionable  than  that  of 
TiuFo  in  his  JerufaUm^  or  that  of  Voltaire 
m  his  Henrimit.  To  imitate  the  maimers 
of  the  andents,  was  the  reigning  xaSut  at 
the  levival  of  letters.  If  therefore  we  ex- 
cttfe  Camoens  for  writing  in  the  tafte  of  his 
age»  the  executive  part  of  hiamadiiaery,  it 
is  miumed,  will  reqaiue  no  apology.  The 
delcent  of  Bacchus  to  the  palace  of  Nep- 
tune in  the  depths  of  the  fea,  and  his  ad- 
^fs  to  the  waterv  Gods  are  noUe  imita- 
tions of  yirp;il's  Juno  in  the  firft  Eneid. 
The  defcription  of  the  florm  is  alio  mai^er- 
hr.  In  both  inftances  the  condu^  of  the 
Eoeid  is  joined  with  the  defcriptive  exu- 
berance of  the  Odyfley.  The  appearance 
of  the  2ar  of  Venus  thrc^igh  the  florm 
is  finely  imagined,  the  influence  of  ihe 
nymphs  of  that  Goddefs  over  the  winds, 
and  their  fubfequent  nuptials,  are  in  the 
fpirit  of  the  promife  of  J  mo  to  £olus ; 

Zunt  miii  bis  feptem  ^^fiAnti  c6rp«re  tnm^bfi  : 
S^uarhmf  qu4tfsrma  pukbirrima,  Oitopeiam 
CtmuiSidjinigamftabilif  propriamfue  dieak^  : 
Dmmn  at  ueum  merhis  ^rt  ta/tbin  atimg 
^jn/ff,  ^fukbrafaciatte^eltfttrtntm* 


And  the  fiftioa  itfelf  is  an  allegory  exa^ly 
in  the  manner  of  Homer.  Oridiia,  the 
daughter  of  Enedeus,  and  queen  of  the 
Amazons,  was  ravifhed  and  carried  away 
by  Boreas.  Her  name  derived  from  W, 
h»uKJ  or  /iMri/,  and  O^a,  <uiolence^  implies 
that  fhe  moderated  the  r^ge  of  her  hufhand. 
In  the  fame  manner,  Qalatea,  derived  from 
yoXfli,  »ri7i,  and  Sia,  a  Goddefs^  fignifies 
the  Goddefs  of  candour  or  innocence. 

**  If  one '  would  fp^  poetically,  fays 
£ejh,  he  mufl  imitate  Horner^  homer  will 
not  fay  that  fait  has  the  virtue  to  preferve 
dead  bodies,  or  that  the  fe^  prefented 
jicbiUes  a  remedy  to  preferye  ^e  corps  of 
Patroclus  from  pntrefa&ion  :  He  makes  the 
fea  a  Goddefs,  and  tells  us  that  Thetis^  to 
comfort  Achilles^  promifed  to  perfume  the 
body  with  an  Ambrofia,  which  fhould  keep 
it  a  whole  year  from  corruption.-r-All  this 
u  told  us  poetically,  the  whole  is  reduced 
into  a^on.  the  fea  is  made  a  perfon  who 
Q)eaks  and  a(b,  and  this  profipopaia  is  ac- 
companied with  paffion,  tendemefs,  and 
afFedtion." 

It  lu^  been  obferved  by  the  critics,  that 
Homer,  in  the  battle  of  the  Gods,  has, 
with  great  propricty,'divided  their  auxiliary 
forces.  On  the  fide  of  the  Greeh  he  places 
all  the  Gods  who  prefide  over  the  arts  and 
M  m  feiences* 
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Oh  bounteous  heaven,  he  cnes,  and  ipreads  his  hands 
To  bounteous  heaven,  while  boandle&  joy  commaad& 
No  farther  word  to  flow.     In  wonder  loft. 
As  one  in  horrid  dreams  through  ^^hirlpools  toft,, 
Now  fiiatch'd  by  Daemons  rides  the  flaming  air,. 
And  howls,  and  hears  the  howiings  of  de(pair>. 
Awaked,  amazed,  confufed  with  tranfpoit  glows,. 
And,  trembling  ftilU  with  troubled  joy  overflows  t 
So  yet  aiFefted  with  the  fickly  weight 
Left  by  the  horrors  of  the  dreadful  night. 
The  Hero  wakes  in  raptures  to  behdid 
The  Indian  fhores  before  his  prows  unfold  t 
Bounding  he  rifes,  and  with  eyes  oft  fire 
Surveys  the  limits  of  his  proud  defire».      "" 


fdcRces.  Mars  and  Yenus  fkvcm  the  adid* 
tery  of  Paris,  and  Apollo  is  for  the  Tro- 
jans, as  their  ftrength  confifted  chiefly  in 
the  ttfe  of  the  bow.  Talking  of  the  bat- 
tle, **  With  what  art,  fays  Euftatbiusr  as 
cited  by  Popty  does  the  Poet  engage  the 
Gods  in  tins  coniHfi!  Nipturn  opposes 
ApdUy,  which  implies,  that  things  moift 
and  dry  are  in  continnal  diicord.  Pallas 
lights  wkh  Marsf  which  ii^nifies  that  rafh- 
nefs  and  wifdem  always  difagree:  Juno  is- 
againft  Diana^  that  is,  nothing  more  dif-- 
fers  from  a  marriage  ftate  than  celibacy : 
Vulcan  engages  Xantbusy  that  is,  fire  and 
water  are  in  perpetual  variance^  Thus  we 
have  a  fine  aHegoiy  concealed  under  the 
veil  of  excellent  poetry,  and  the  Reader 
conceives  a  double  fatisfadtion  at  the  fame 
time,  from  the  beautiful  verfes  and  an  in-^ 
ftrudtive  moral."  And  again,  **The  com* 
^bat  of  Mars  and  Pallas  is  plainly  allegori- 
cal. Inftice  and  Wifdom  demanded,  that 
an  end  (hould  be  pat  to  this  terrible  war : 


tBe  God  of  waroppo(ei  this,  but  MJwoHb£. 
*-«-No  fooner  has  our  leafbn  ibbdued  onr 
temptation,  bat  anotherr  fucceeds  to  re-in«» 
force  it,  thns  Vtnm  fucc^ors  Mars.^^Pidlm 
retreated  front  Mkrs  m-  order  to  conquer 
him ;  this  (hews  xm-  that  the  beft  wi^  t» 
ftbdue  9l  temptation  is  to  retveat  finnm  it.** 

Thefe  explications  of  die  naiqicr  of 
Homer  osght,  in  juftice,.  to  be  applied  te 
his  imitator ;  nor  is  the  moral  part  of  the 
allegory  of  Camoens  lefs  exa£t  than  the  n)r- 
tfaolegical.  In  the  preient  inftaneet,  his^ 
allegoiy  is  peculiarly  happy..  Hie  rage  and 
«ndeavonn  of  the  evil  Demon  to  prevent 
^e  intcrefts  of  Chriftianitv  are  imnglj^ 
marked.^  The  dorm  which  he  raifes  u  the 
tumult  of  the  human  pailions;  theie  are- 
mod  efifedtually  fnbdoed  by  the  influence  eP 
die  virtues,  which  more  immediattly  d^>end 
upon  CelefHal  Love ;  and  the  onion  whick 
ihe  confirms  between  the  virtues  and  paf- 
iions^  is  the  fureil  pledge  of  ftture  traa- 
quillity^ 

0  glorious 
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O  glorious  chief,  while  fk>rms  and  ocetins  raved. 
What  hopelefs  toils  diy  dauntlefs  valour  braved  ! 
By  toils  like  thine  the  brave  aicend  to  heaven. 
By  toils  like  thine  knmorial  fame  is  given. 
Not  he,  who  daily  ix>oves  in  ermine  gown. 
Who  nightly  flumbers  on  die  couch  of  down  ; 
Who  proudly  boafts  through  heroes  old  to  trace 
The  lordly  lineage  of  bis  titled  race ; 
proud  of  the  fmiles  <rf*  every  courtier  lord, 
A  wekome  gueft  at  every  courtier's  board ; 
Not  he,  the  feeble  fim  of  cafe,  may  claim 
Thy  wreathe,  O  Gam  a,  or  may  hope  thy  fame. 
'Tis  he,  who  nurtured  on  the  tented  field. 
From  whofe  brown  cheek  each  tint  of  fe^  expell'd. 
With  manly  face  unmov^,  fecure,  ferene, 
Amidll:  the  thunders  of  the  deathful  fcene» 

From  horror's  mouth  dares  fnatch  the  warrior*s  crown. 

His  own  his  honours,  all  his  faioe  his  own : 

Who  proudly  juft  to  honour's  ftem  commands. 

The  dogftar's  rage  on  Afric's  burning  fands. 

Or  the  keen  air  of  midmght  polar  fkies. 

Long  watchful  by  the  helnii,  alike  defies  : 

Who  on  his  front,  the  trophies  of  the  wars. 

Bears  his  proud  knighthood's  badge,  his  honeft  fears ; 

Whocloath'd  in  fteel,  by  thirft,  by  famine  worn. 

Through  waging  feas  by  bold  ambition  borne, 

M  m  2  Scornful 
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Scornful  of  gold,  by  nobleft  ardour  fircd> 
Each  vvifti  by  mental  dignity  infpired. 
Prepared  each  ill  to  fuffer  or  to  dare. 
To  blefs  mankind,  his  great,  his  only  care  ; 
Him  whom  her  fon  mature  Experience  ownsr, 
Him,  him  alone  Heroic  Glory  crowns,. 


Once  more  tike  tranfbrtor  is  tempted  to 
tionfefs  his  opinion,  that  the  contrary  prac- 
tice of  Homer  and  Virgil  afibrds  in  reality 
no  leaibnable  objedion  againft  the  excla- 
matory exuberances  of  Camoens.  Homer, 
though  the  father  of  the  epic  poem,  has  his 
exuberances,  as  has  been  obfenred  in  the  pre- 
face, which  violently  trefpafs  againft  the 
firh  rule  of  the  Epopea,  the  unit^  of  the  ac- 
tion. A  rule  which,  ilridUy  ipealdng,  is 
not  outraged  by  the  digreflive  exclamations 
of  Camoens.  The  one  now  before  us,  as 
^e  fevereft  critic  muft  -allow,  is  happily 
adapted  lo  the  fubje^t  of  the  book.  The 
;great  dangers  which  the  hero  had  hitherto 
encountered,  are  particdarly  defoibed.  He 
is  afterwards  brought  in  iafety  to  the  Indian 
ihoie,  the  objedt  of  his  ambition,  and  of 
jdl  his  toils.  The  exclamation  therefore  on 
the  grand  hinge  of  the  poem,  has  its  pro  • 
priety,  and  difcovers  the  warmth  of  its  au- 
thor's genius.    It  moft  alfo  pleaie>  as  it  ii 


ftrongl^  diarafteriffical  of  the  temper  of 
our  military  poet.  The  manly  ooneempc 
with  which  he  (peaks  of  die  luxurious  in^ 
adive  courtier,  and  the  delight  and  honour 
with  which  he  talks  of  the  toili  of  the  ioi- 
dier,  prefent  his  own  a£dve  life  to  the  reader 
of  fenfibility.  His  canuMUffns  in.Aftia^ 
where  in  a  gallant  attack  he  Toft  an  eye,  his 
dangerous  ufe  at  fea,  and  the  military  &- 
tigues  and  the  battles  in  which  he  bore  an 
honourable  fhare  an  India,  die  to  our  idea, 
and  poflefs  us  with  an  efteem  and  admira- 
tion of  our  martial  poet,  who  thus  oonU 
look  back  with  a  gallant  enthufiafm,  though 
his  modefty  does  not  mention  himfelf^on  att 
die  hardlhips  he  had  endured  :  who  thus 
oould  bravely  efteem  the  dangers  to  which 
he  had  been  expofed,  sod  by  which  he  had 
feverely  fufiered,  as  the  moft  defireableoo^ 
currences  of  his  life,  and  the  ornament  of 
his  name. 


END    OF    THE    SIXTH    BOOK. 


y 


T    H    £ 


L    U     S     I     A     D 


F    O    O    K        VIE 


HAIL  glbrious  Chief !  where  nerer.  chief  before 
Forced  hi8  bold  w^y^  all  hail  on  India's  ihore !  ^ 
And.hail^  ye  Luiian  :heroeSi  fair  suad  wide 
What  groves  of  palm^  to  haughty  Rjome  denj'd. 
For  you  by  Ginges'  lengthening  banks  unfold ! . 
What  laurel  forefts  on  the  Oiores  of  gold . 
F6r  you  their  honours  cwr  -  verdant  rear. 
Proud  with  their  lea\res  to  twine  the  Lufian  ^pear ! . 

Ah  heaven  T  .what  fury  Eiirope^s  fons  controuls  T 
What  felfncsonfufning  difcord  fires  dxeir  ibuls  ! 
^Gainft  her  own  bceaii:  her  fword  Germania  turns,. 
Throi:^  all  her  iQates  fraternal  rancour  burns  j. 


Soiae 
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SoHtt  Blindly  wariderlftg  half  Fiilh  •  difckiin. 
And  fierce  through  all  wild  rages  civil  flame. 
High  found  the  titles  of  the  Englifti  crown. 
King  of  Jerufalem,  his  own  "  renown ! 
Alas,  delighted  with  an  airy  name. 
The  thin  dim  fhadow  of  departed  fame,        -y 
En|l3na's  flern  AftJnarch,  Atnk  in  fbft  repofe. 
Luxurious  riots  mid  his  northern  fnows : 


Or  if  the  ftartins;  burft  of  ra£e  fucceed. 

His  brethren  are  his  foes,  and  Chriflians  bleed ; 

While  Hagar's  brutal  race  his  titles  ftain. 

In  weeping  Salem  tthlnoleft^  rei^«     (1 

And  with  their  rites  impure  her  holy  fhrines  profane. 

And  thoii^  6  <jauU  Xvith  g^akdy  tto^its  t)Iuin6d, 

Moft  Chriftiah  n^in^s  ^^i  ln#aili«iliiffiedi 

What  impious  luft  61^  ttnfka  fteds  %  '  bf feaft  ^ 

From  their  juii:  Lords  tkt  Chril^tti  Iftftds  to  wreft  I 


*  S§mi  ititutfy  wandirint  bolj  Fasti  dif- 
tlaim^Tht  coriftitutkni  of  Gfe^nam^  •fa^ 
{trva  Puflendorfy  msff  be  faid  to  vmfy  the 
fiible  of  the  Hvdra,  with  this  ^dilierelioq^' 
'that  the  heads  of  the  GeniMm  itate  bite  and 
devour  each  othesv  ^t  the  4iaie  viAicn  Ga- 
moens  wrote,  the  <Selinan\>'empire  waa 
plunged  into  all  the  miferiea  of  a  religious 
war»  the  Catholics  iifing  every  endeavour  to 
rivet  the  chains  of  POpeni,  the  adhcitnts  of 
Luther  as  ftrcnuoufiy  encfeavoiuriilg  CO  ilCike 
them  off* 

^  Highfiundthi  titUs'tffkEkgUfi  trMnt^ 

Kimg  of  Jer^raUM This  is  a  miftyce. 

The  tide  of  King  of  JemfakM  ^as  iiiever 
aflumed  by  theKin^s  or  England.  'Robert, 
Duke  of  Norman^,  Ton  •f  William  die 
Conqueror,  was  eleded  ELing  of  Jerufidem 
4>y  tne  army  in  Syria,  but  declined  it  in 


liqpe  o?  afcendittg  die  thKme  of  Enriand^ 
wIliehtttcsnptiR^tihslflatM*  Regmar»Cteit 
d'Anjou,    father  of  Maigaret,   queen  of 

■        '    the 


J^ei|iy  VL  wasflatttitd  *with 
^royalty  of  Kaples>  Cyprus, 'and  Jtniialdn^ 
his  aonorial  beiiing  for  the  httei^  hvam  • 
CKofs  potent,  between  four  crbfles  ^1.  Hbi. 
Vm.  filled  the  throne  of  England  whem 
«our  author  4wote:  his  gothic  Inxnty  and 
conjugal  imitaK^/ampfy  defenred  the  cea- 
htt  Of  tfafe  ^on^ft  Poet. 

<  IVbmt  impictts.iuft  9/ empire  ftals  thy 
Ifnujt^^^*  Hife Frendi  TnmiMtor  vtr^  eop- 
idially  agrees  with  the  Bortuguefe  Poet  m  die 
ibidkures  upon  Xjermany,  England,  and 
Italy.  But  when  his^nvn  country  is  touched 
upon,  **IiiaigriPeJtsm»kyMhtffme/aifmr 
WMfi  ttutiUTyje  Mi  craindrai  fus  dt  din  q^il 
twnbt  id  dam  unt  gtamdi  injuflice:  For  aH 

the 


Book  VU. 


THE       LUSIAD, 


^7$ 


While  Holy  Faith's  heredtt^iy  6h» 
Pofle^  the  treafur«$  where  CyeJfip  '  f^W9  i 
And  all  fecure,  behold  their  harvefts  fmiie 
In  waving  gold  along  the  banks  of  Nile* 
And  thou».  O  loft  to  gloiy^  loft  to  fasauCr 
Thou  dark  oblivion  of  thy  9^df^t  A^me, 
By  every  vicious  luxury  deba&d^ 
Each  noble  paffion  from  thy  brpftft  ^^rfiSp4p. 
Nerveleis  in  iloth,.  enieebling  a]:4s  thy  bps^^. 

•I 

Oh  I  Italy,  how  fallen,,  how  low,  how  ^loft  I 


die  regaid  I  have  for  my  AiDtKor^  Twin  not 
Mefitate  to  fay*,  that  here  he  Kaa  committcxi 
an  enbitnoiis  injnftice.''  AH  Egrope  befides 
Mowiever  will  witaefs  the  tnidi  of  the  aflov 
tion,  which  idpotabsm  the  Frend^politicft 
widi  the  Inft  of  extending  their  monarchy^ 


iffi  Cjmfiijhws  M    A  river  ia- 


*  Ob  f  liay^-how  faOm^  hw  Uw,  h$mt 
l9ft! — However  thefe  finrere  leAeftions  on 
modem  Italy  may  difpleaft  the  admbers  of 
Italian  manners^  the  picture  en  the  whole  ii- 
too  juft  to  admit  of  confutation..  Never 
did  the  hiftory  of  any  conrt  aflord  fiich  in- 
Hances  of  villamy  and  all  the  bafenefsbf 
intrigue  as. that  of  die  Popes.  The  faith 
and  honour  of  gentlemen  baniOied  fronr 
the  polidcs  of  die  Vadcan»  every  pnUic 
virtue  mufl  of  coaie^oence  decline  among 
dbe  hi^er  nnks,  while  the  lower,  broken 
by  oppreffibn,  funk  into  the  deepefl  poverty,, 
and  Its  attendant  vices  of  meannefs  and  pu- 
fillanimity.  That  diis  view  of  the  lower 
Mianks  in  the  Pbpe's  dominions  is  juft,  we- 
have  the  indubitable  teftimony  of  an  Ad- 
difon,  confirmed  by  die  miferable  depopi^-^ 
lidon  of  a  province,  which  was  once  the 
fineft  and  mon  popukms  of  the  Roman  em* 
pire.  It  has  long  been  the  policy  of  the 
court  of  Spain,  to  diconrage  the  luxury  and 
ejleminate  di£ipadon  of  th^  Neapolitan  no* 
hility ;  and  thofe  of  iiiodem*Venice  reiem* 
bio  their  warlike  anccfiora  only  in.  name. 


That  Italy  can  boaft  many  fadividnals  of  i^ 
different  chara^er,  will  by  no  means  over- 
throw thefe  genend  obfervadons  founded  on' 
the  teftimony  of  the  moft  authentic  Writers.. 
Oor  Poet   is   befides  juitifiable,.  in    his 
cenfures,  for  he  onty  follows  the  levere  re- 
flections of  the  greatefl  of  the  Italian  Poets. 
It  were  eafy  to  give  fifty  inibnces,.twQ> 
or    three   however,   (hall  fuffice.      Danto.* 
inhis  fixth.Canto,  delPuig.. 

Abi^prvm  Ifali'a,  de  dolore  ^ffeflb, 
Ntvtjemsa  mccbiiro  im  grtm  temfefUt^ , 
Aim  daimm  iiprvmwat^  wa  ^mlelh    ■ 

*^  Ah,  flavifh  Italy,  the  Kin  of  dolditfi  aj^^ 
fhip  without  a  pilot  in  a  horrid  tempefl». 
not  the  miftrefs  ot  piovinees,  bnt  a  bvodMBL'.^ 

Anofioy  Ganto  ly;-  / 

0  iF^m  wHofitiidfimim: 
Italia  imbrii 


^  Q  inebriated  Italy,  dioa  fieej^ft'  die  finit: 
of  every  filthy  vice.P 

And  Petrarch ;; 

DeT  empia  SthikmM,  •tuT  ifugptu 
Ogm  vtrgogwa,  ond*  ogni  btnt  }fuorip . 
jShergo  di  dokr,  madrt  J*errori 
Swfugpt^  hptraUungtr  hvita* 


M 


From  the  impious  Babylon  (the  Papal 
i9urt)  from  whence  all  (hame  and  all  good* 
are  fled,  the  Inn  of  devour,  the  mother  of 
errors,  have  I  hafiened  away  to  prolong' 
my  life-!' 

A  much 
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In  vain  to  thee  the  call  of  glory  £>unds^ 
Thy  fword  alone  thy  own  foft  bofpm  wounds. 


Ah,  Europe's  fons,  ye  brother-powers,  in  you 

r 

The  fables  old  of  Cadmus  now  are  '  true  : 

Fierce  rofe  the  brothers  from  the  dragon  teeth, 

And  each  fell  crimfon'd  with  a  brother's  death. 

» 
So  fall  the  bravefl  of  the  Chriftian  ^.  name. 

While  dpg^  unclean  Meffiah's  lor^  blafpheme. 


A  muck  tikdmired  Sonnet  1xx)m  the  iame 
Author  flttUdoTe  thefe  dtations. 

SONNETTO. 

'Lagda,  t'lfmrnf  t  tmrft  fiumt 
hanm  del  wtonJo  egm  vtrtk^ndita  | 
OiUt  i  dtd  eerptfiio  fnafi  fwiam'tM 
Nefira  matara  viMa-dtU  t^/kmt  t 
Ed  iJi&cMta  tgm  ktmgn  lumt 
M  iiei,  per  cut  Ch^mma  htmmu  ndu 
Cbe  per  eoja  wdrMU  C^tdMta 
Chi  vuolfar  tTHe/iccna  najcerfimm 
^MlxM^basasr di lauro,  qual diwurt4 f 
Fwera  c  mdSt  mm  Fikfifis^ 
Diet  U  4urha  al  wljptmgno  im^, 
PocJU  tm^pagni  h^vrai  fef  Vaha  vmi  | 
7'Mf  titrtvf  f4h  \  gentihjpirto^ 
Non  Udar'U  magiiaiiima  mm  iwtprefa, 

ThoQgh'this  elegant  little  Poem  is  gene- 
ral, yet  as  the  Author  and  the  friend  lb 
whom  he  addrefies'it,  were  Italians,  thatJie 
had  a  particular  regard  to  the  ftate  of  their 
own  country  muft  be  allowed.  I  have  thus 
attempted  it  in  fingliih. 

S  O  N  N  E  T. 
Ah)  how,  toy  fneadt  hat  fobl«-torfed Lvsurie, 
And  btoaled  flumbers  on  the  flothftii  down. 
From  the  d«ll  world  all  manly  virtue  thrown. 
And  (laved  the  age  to  cixftom*a  tynmnie  I 

The  blei&d  lights  (b  loft  in  darkoeft  be. 
Thole  lighti  by  heavco  to  guide  oor  miodi  beftown, 
Mad  were  lie  daem*d  who  brought  from  Helieon 
The  hallowed  water  or  the  lavr'd  tr^e. 

Phtlofophy,  ah !  thou  art  cold  and  poor, 

tsdaim  the  crowd,  ^n  fordid'gaiffr  latent  | 

Few  will  attend  thejB  on  thy  lofty  road  : 

Yet  1,  my  friend,  would  .fire  thy  seal  the  more ; 

Ah,  gentle  fpirlr,  labour  on  vnfpent. 

Grown  thy  fair  toils,  and  win  the  (iaiile  of  God. 


It  is  fuppofed  that  dils  was  addreflcd  to  a 
friends  engaged  in  (bme  Uteraiy  undertaking 
of  importance  and  tovdty. 

'  VbefmUu  M  •/  CadmM Cadmos 

having  flain-  the  dragon  which  guarded  the 
fountain  of  Diroe  in  RcBoda*  fowed  the 
teeth  of  the  monfter.  A  number.of  armed 
men  immediately  Sprung  up,  and  furronnd« 
ed  Cadmus  in  orm:  to  kill  him.  By  the 
counfel  of  Minerva  he  threw  a  predoos 
Aone  among  them,  inlbiving  for  which 
they  flew  one  another.  Only  five  furvived, 
-who  afterwards  affifled  him  to  build  the  city 
of  Thebes.    Vid.  Ovid.  Met.  IV. 

The  foundation  of  this  fable  appears  to 
be  thus:  Cadmus  having  (lain  a  famous 
Freebooter,  who  infefled  Soeotia,  a  number 
of  his  Bandittit  not. improperly  called  his 
teeth,  attempted  to  revenge  his  death,  but 
quarrelHng  about  the  pre&nts  which  Cad* 
mus.fent  them  to  diffaibute  among  them* 
felves,  they.foU  by  the  fwoids  of  each 
other. 

t  SufiJltbe  brvoeft  of  the  Cbriftian  namt% 
While  dogs  Kffrilrajr— Imitated 'fixmi  this  fine 
pafiage  in  Lucan : 

i^i^fmMrt  0  Gvu  I  fiut  ttnt^Metmia  firri^ 
Cfuaibut  invifa  Latitim  prmbert  trtmrem  f 
Cumniut [up*rbafwret  Babylon  j(^«fitfff^  trfhMt 
Aufomit,  wArgque  trraret  CraiTus  inuha^ 
BeiBgeri  placuit  nuUes  habit  ura  friumphcs  f 
HeUf  fMomtiim  potta't  terrgt  pHagipu  parari 
H^9  fMR  dvila  heu/amm,  Janguiae^  im»^-} 

And 
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And  howl  their  curfes  o'er  the  holy  tomb. 
As  to  the  fword  the  Chriftian  race  they  doom* 
From  age  to  age,  from  fliore  to  diftant  ihore^ 
By  various  princes  led>  their  legions  pour  ;, 
United  all  in  one  determined  aim. 
From  every  land  to  blot  the  Chriftian  name. 
Then  wake,  ye  brother-powers,  combined  awake^ 
And  from  the  foe  the  great  example  takm 
If  empire  tempt  ye,  lo,  the  eaft  expands,. 
Fair  and  immenfe  her  fummer-garden  lands :; 
Here  boaftful  wealth  difplays  her  radiant  (lore,. 
Paftol  and  Hermus^  ftream  o'er  golden  ore, 
Rowl  their  long  way ;.  but  not  for  you  they  flow„ 
Their  treafures  blaze  on  the  ftern  Soldan's  brow :. 
For  him  Affyria  plies  the  loom  of  gold. 
And  Afric's  fons  their  deepefl  mines  unfold 
To  give  his  throne  to  blaze— Ye  wellcrn  powers,, 
To  throw  the  mimic  bolt  of  Jove  is  yours. 
Yours  all  the  art  to  wield  the  arms,  of  fire. 
Then  bid  the  thunders  of  the  dreadful  tfre- 
Againft  the  walls  of  dread  Byzantium  roar,   . 
Till  headlong  driven  from  Europe's  ravifh'd  fliore 
To  their  cold  Scythian  wilds,,  and  dreary  dens. 
By  Ca^ian  mountains,  and  uncultured  fens. 
Their  fathers'  feats  beyond  *he  Wolgian  ^  lake. 
The  barbarous  race  of  Saracen  betake. 

^  Bi^wJ  the  fVolpam  JoAe^Thc  Cafpian  fea,  fo  called  from  die  laijc  river  Volga  of 
Wolgaj.  which  empties  itfclf  into  it^. 

N  n  Andi 
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And  hark,  to  you  the  WDcftit  Grefek  exclaims  t 
The  Georgian  fathers:  and  t&'  Amenkn  dame?/ 
Their  faireft  ofFspriftg*  from  their  bofoms  torft^ 
A  dreadful  tribute,  loud  trnptoriog  ^  mouriu 
Alas,  in  vain  !  their  offspring  captiire  led. 

In  Hagar's  fbns  unhaUow^d  tempk^  bred. 
To  rapine  traia'd>  arife  a.  bmtal  hoft. 

The  Chriftian  terror,  »xid  the  Tndcift  boaft. 

Yet  ileep,  ye  powers  of  Europe,  carelefs  fTeep, 
To  you  in  vain  your  eaf^ern  brethren  weep ; 

.   •  r        • 

•  — ^*" 

Yet  not  in  vain  their  woe- wrung  tears  fhall  fiic, 

•  •  •  c 

Though  fmall  the  Litfian  realnw,  her  legions  few. 
The  guardian  oft  by  heaven  ordain'd  before, 

-  •  * 

The  Luiian  race  fhall  guard  Meffiah^s  lore. 
When  heaven  decreed  to  ctuA  the  Moorifli  foe 
Heaven  gave  the  Lufian  fpear  to  flrike  the  blow. 
When  heaven's  own  Jaws  o'er  Afric's  fhores  were  heard. 
The  facred  fhrines  the  Lufian  heroes  ^  rear'd ; 
Nor  fhall  their  zeal  in  Affa*s  Bounds  expire, 

Afia  fubdued  fhall  fume  with  hallowed  fire. 
When  the  red  fun  the  Lufiait  fhore  forfakes. 
And  on  the  lap-ef  deep€#weflb'awaketf, 

1  Their  faiufi  offspring  from  tbikr  k^mt  •<  ivktise}^  taften  ia  tkcir  cttMhaad-  ftoM 

torn^  **  their  miferable. parents  by  a  leinr  m»de 

jf  dreadful  tribute  ! By  thiar  borbMPU  "  tvtiy  fisrc  ydSBs,  •r  oftilNki>dr  fiidomer^* 

policy  the  tyranny  of  the  Ottomans  has  been  ''  as  occaiion  requireth,"  , 

long  fuikined.     The  troops  of  die  Torktifh:  ^  ^f^-^^^t^^mf  Afwk'i  jh^m'** 

infantry  and  cavalry,  known  by  the  name  The /acred  jhrines  the  Lufian  btroes  re^f^d-^ 

of  Janizaries  and  Spahis,  are  thus  fupported  }  SMths  vote  o^p^  1^4^    '  .\     .. 

and  the  fcribes  in  office  called  Mufti,  fays  ^  9/  deepeft  tvejf^, — '  AUudcs  to  the 

Sai^ya,  ^^  ariR  Ae:  foDs  of  CiorfltiiBU  (aiid  difeoi^  aml^COirqaeff ofthd^^  by  the. 

"  thofe  the  mod  completely  fomiihed  by  Portuguefc. ' 

O'er 
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0*er  the  wild  plaios^  beneath  uDiacenfed  Qum 
The  fun  ifhall  view  the  La£an  altars  riie. 
And  could  new  worlds  by  hiuaasi  Aep  be  trod^ 
Thofe  worlds  fhould  tremble  at  the  Liifian  "  nod. 


»  If  o«r  Amer  dcfbicQt  tf  the«xiihe- 
D^ttC  decIftoiatiQiis  «f  Cnwoem  «re  allowed 
hy  eke  oriac,  we  doiibt  not  b«c  the  digcef- 
fimw  now  floadndod*  will  uppear  wiiJi  pe- 
cvUiir  pit^nety.  The  poet  Wing  facovght 
his  hmes  19  the  ihore  of  ladiat  iiidtijges 
llimfelf  with  «  xe^iow  of  tlie  flsKte  of  the 
weflem  jnd  'eidlem  worhb.;  the  btter  of 
vihidi  it  JKwr»  hy  the  labour  of  his  hexoes» 
rendered  acoeifiUe  to  the  former.  The  pur* 
pofe  of  his  poem  is  ftUb  ibiSly  k^  in 
leiew.  The  Weft  aiid  tlv  E^ft  hecoofiden 
as  two  great  on^iresy  the  one  of  the  tnie 
religioD*  Che  other  of  a  ffilfe.  TJie  prefef- 
fpn  of  the  trve,  difmujted  and  defuoyiiig 
one  aaother ;  the  profefiors  of  the  faUe  one 
all  combiBed  to  extirpate  the  other.  He 
upbraids  die  proftflors  of  the  true  idigioir 
^  their  vices,  particidacly  for  their  difunion 
and  for  deferting'the  innerefts  of  licdy  fai^* 
His  coootryiiieo«  however,  he  boaii^,  have 
been  its  defenders  and  planters*  and,  with- 
out the  affiftance  of  their  brodier  powen, 
will  plant  it  in  Aita.  This,  as  it  ia  the  pnr^ 
pofeof  hisheio,  is  dire&ly  to  thefotjed  of 
the  poem,,  and  the  honour,  which  heaven  he 
fays  vouciifafed  to  his  countrymen,  in  chaf- 
ing them  to  defend  and  propagate  its  lawj,. 
is  m  the  genuine  ^irit  of  that  religious  en- 
thufiafin  which  bnuidies.  throi^  the  two 
great  epic  poems  of  Greece  and  Rome,  and 
which  gives  an  air  of  the  moft  folemn  im^ 
portance  to  the  Giendalemme  of  TafTo. 

Yet  whatever  liberties  a  poet  may  be  al-^ 
lowed  to  take  when  he  treats  of  the  fabnloua 
tfes,  any  abfurdity  of  opinion,  where  au- 
wentic  hiftory,  and  the  mite  of  modem  na- 
tions aiford  the  topic,  muft  to  the  intelligent 
reader  appear  ridiculous,  and  dierefbre  a 
blemifh  in  a  folemn  poem.  There  are  many, 
die  tranflator  is  aware,  to  whom  a  ferioua* 
and  warm  exhortation  to  a  general  crufade 
will  appear  as  an  abfuidity,  and  a  blemilh 
of  this  kind.  **  The  cruiaders,"  according 
to  what  ML  Voltaire  calls  their  true  charac- 


€t 


it 


ter,  deg  irigauds  i*Z^'  P^wr  'unxr^  Ae; 
^*  weie  a  rand  of  vagabond  thieves^ 
^  who  had  agieed  to  ramble  from  the  heart 
^  of  Eorope  in  4«der  to  defolate  a  oonntry 
'^  they  had  no  right  to,  and  maflacre^  in- 
oold  hlood,  a  venerable  prince  moie  than- 
fourfcore  years  old,  and  his  -whde  peo- 
ple, ag>ioft  w4oni.they  had  ao  piot«no& 
ofoomplaiat.'' 
Yet  however  confidently  Voltaire  and 
others  may  pleafe  to  talk,  it  will  be  no 
(KiEcult  natter  to  prove  that  the  cnifades 
were  neither  ^  nnjnftiliafale,-  io  impoliticalr 
nor  fo  unhappy  in  their  confeqaenoes  as  the 
fbperficial  leadecs  of  hsftoiyaie  habituated- 
tp  view  them.. 

Were  the  Afiorigkies  of  alt  America  to* 
fbnn  one  general  confederacy  againft  the 
defeendants  of  thofe  Europeans,  wiio  under 
that  brutal  conqueror  Fernando  Cortea,  maf- 
iacred  upwazda  of  forty  millions  of  Mexi- 
cans, and  other  American  natives,,  and  were^ 
the  confederates  totally  to  difpoffeis  the  pre- 
fent  poiTeflbrs  of  an  empire  fo  nnjuiUy  ac- 
qnired,    no  man,  it  is  prefenwd,    wouldr 
pranonnce  that  their  combination  and  hoftl- 
Ikies  were  s^^ainft  the  law  of  nature  or  na- 
tions.    Yet,,  whatever  Voltaire  may  pleafe 
tOv  affert,  this  fuppofition  ii  by  no  means 
unapplicable  to  the  confederacy  of  die  crofs. 
A  party  of  wandering  Arabs  are,  joined  by 
the  Turks  or  Turcomans,  who  inhabited 
the  feonen  wilds  of  mount  Caucafus,  and 
whofe  name  fignifies  wand^ers ;  thefe,  in- 
rated  with  odrar  banditd,   from  the 


corpo] 
deierti 


rts  of  Scythia,.  now  calledTartary,  over- 
run the  regions  of  Syria,  to  which  they  had- 
no  title,  whofe  inhabitants  had  given  them 
no  oficnce..  They  profefs.  that  they  are 
commiffioned  by  heaven  ta  eftablifli  the  re- 
ligion of  Moluunmed  by  violence  and  the 
fword.  In  a  few  ages  they  fubdne  the  fineft 
countries  around  the  Euphrates,  and  the 
Chriitian  inhabitants,,  the  rightful  poflef- 
fors,  are  treated  with  the  brutal  policy  and. 
N  n  2  *  auelty. 
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And  now  their  cnfigns  blazing  o*er  the  tide 
On  India's  fliore  the  Lufian  heroes  ride. 
High  to  the  fleecy  clouds  refplendant  far 
Appear  the  regal  towers  of  Malabar, 


csuelty  of  a  Cortez.  Bound  by  their  creed 
to  make  war  on  tke  Chriftiansy  their  ambi- 
tion negleds  no  opportunity  to  extend  their 
conqueSs ;  and  already  poflefled  of  immenfe 
territory,  their  acknowledged  purpofe  and 
their  power  direaten  deftmoion  to  the  Chrif- 
tian  empire  of  the  Greeks. 

Having  conquered  and  proielited  Africa, 
from  the  Nile  to  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar, 
the  princes  of  that  country,  their  tributaries 
and  allies,  combining  in  the  ^reat  defign  to 
extirpate  Chriitianity,  turn  their  arms  agakiil 
Europe,  and  are  fucceiaiiil:  they  eftabliih 
kingdoms  in  Spain  and  Portugal;    said 
Prance,  Italy,  and  the  wefbm  iilands  of  the 
mediterranean,  fufier  by  their  excnriions  ; 
while  Hungary,  Bohemia,  Poland,  and  Italy 
itfelf,  ftom  its  vicinage  to  Dalmatia,  are 
immediately  concerned  in  the  impending 
fate  of  the  Grecian  empire.    To  thefe  con- 
fiderations  let  it  be  added,  that  feveral  eaf- 
tern  Chriftums  fled  to  Europe,  and  begging 
as  pilgrims  from  country  to  country,  im- 
plored the  afliftance  of  the  Chriflian  powers 
to  difpoflefs  the  cruel  and  unjuft  ufurpers 
of  their  lands.     At  this  period  the  cruuidee 
commence.    To  fuppofe  that  the  princes  of 
Europe  were  fo  inienfible  to  the  danger 
which  threatened  them,  as  ibme  modern  wrir- 
ters  who  have  touched  upon  that  fubjed,  ap- 
pear to  be,  is  to  afcribea  degrecof  ilapidity 
tt>  them  by  no  means  applicable  to  their 
military  charaAer.     Though  fuperftition  in- 
flamed the  multitude,  we  may  be  afllired 
however^  that  feveral  4)ruices  found  it  their 
political  intereft  to  fan  the  flames  of  that 
fuperftition  ;  and  accordingly  we  find  that 
the  princes  of  Spain  ancf  Portugal  often 
greatly  availed  themfelves  of  it.     The  im- 
menfe refources  which  the  Turks  received 
from  Egypt,  and  the  neighbouring  coun- 


tries, which  had  not  bom  attempted  by 
Godfrey  and  the  firft  crufaders,  determined 
their  fucceflbrs  to  alter  the  plan  of  their 
operations.  They  began  their  hofliMties  in 
Spain  and  Portugal,  and  proceeded  tiuoogh 
Barbary  to  Bgypt*  By  this  new  ronise  of 
the  crofles,  the  Spaniards  and  Portugoeic 
were  *  enabled  not  only  to  drive  die  Moors 
from  Europe,  but  to  give  a  fetal  blow  to 
their  power  in  Africa.  Nor  was  the  fafety 
of  the  Greek  empire  lefs  neceflary  to  Italy 
and  the  eaftem  kingdoms  of  Europe.  Inja- 
ries,  however,  offered  by  the  crufaders,  who 
even  feized  the  throne  of  Conftantinople, 
upon  which  they  placed  an  earl  of  Flanders, 
excited  the  refentment  of  t^e  Greeks  ;  and 
their  averfien  f  to  the  papal  fnpremacy  ren- 
dered them  fo  jealous  of  the  crufaders,  that 
the  fucceflbrs  of  Godfrey,  for  want  of  auxi- 
liary fupport,  after  about  ninety  years  pof- 
feflion,  were  totally  driven  from  their  new- 
eredted  kingdom  in  the  Holy  Land.  By 
the  fall  of  the  Greek  empire,  an  event 
which  followed,  and  which  had  been  long 
forefeen,  the  Venetians,  the  Auflrians,  the 
Poles,  and  the  Ruflians  became  the  natural 
enemies  of  the  Turks  ;  and  many  defperate 
wars,  attended  with  various  fuccefs,  have 
been  continued  to  the  prefent  time.  Not 
much  above  fifty  years  ago,  their  formidable 
efibrts  to  poflefs  themfelves  of  the  Venetian 
dominions  alarmed  all  the  Chriflian  powers ; 
and  had  it  not  been  for  the  repeated  defeats 
they  received  from  prince  Eugene,  a  mat 
part  of  the  Aufbian  territories  muft  have 
yielded  to  their  yoke.  However  overlooked. 
It  requires  but  little  political  philofophy  to 
perceive  the  fecurity  which  would  refult  to 
Europe  were  there  a  powerful  and  warlike 
kingdom  on  the  eaftem  flde  of  the  Turkifli 
empire.     The  weftem  conquefb  of^that 


.  *  Li/bonitfdf  was  taken  from  the  Moon,  by  the  aiCftance  of  an  Englifli.  f!est  of  cnifaden.    See  thejioie^ 
p.  108. 

f  A  Patriarch  of  Cooftantinople  declared  publickly  to  the  Pope*s  legate.  '<  That  he  would  moeb  Athcr 
'^  i>ehoId  the  tux  ban  than  the  triple  crown  upon  the  great  altar  of  Cbnflaatinople.' 
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Imperial  Calicut,  the  lordly  feat 
Of  the  firft  monarch  of  the  Indian  ftate. 
Right  to  the  port  the  valiant  Gam  a  bends^ 
With  joyful  fhouts  a  fleet  of  boats  attends  : 

fierce  warrior  Bajazet  I.  yifen  interrupted 
by  Tamerlane,  and  by  the  enemy  they  found 
in  Kouli  Khan»  the  enrafi;ed  Porte  was  pre- 
vented hook  revenging  the  triumphs  of  Eu- 
gene. A  fewyears  aeo  we  beheld  uiern  tram- 
pie  on  the  law  of  nations,  fend  an  ambaiTador 
to  prifon^and  command  the  Ruffian  empreft 
to  defert  her  allies.  A  war»  which  now 
continues,  enfued.  And  however  the  fbre- 
iight  of  the  narrow  'politician  may-  dread 
the  rifing  power  of  the  Rufs,  it  is  to  be 
wiihed  that  the  arms  of  Mufoovv  may  fix 
fuch  barriers  to  the  Turkifh  empire  as  will 

for  ever  prevent  their  long  meditated  and 
often  attempted  defign  to  poflefs  themfelves 
of  the  Venetian  dominions,   pr  to  extend 

their  conquefts  on  the  Weft,  conquefts  which 

would   render  them  the  moft    dangerous 

power  to  the  peace  of  Europe. 

.  In  a  word,  the  crufades,  a  combinauon 
which  tended  to  fupport  the  Greek  empire 
for  the  fecurity  of  the  eaftem,  and  to  drive 

the  enemy  from  the  fouthem  parts  of  Eu- 
rope, can  by  no  means  deferve  to  be  called  a 

moft  fingnlar  mopument  of  human  folly, 

whatever  the  fuperftition  of  its  promoters 

and  condudlors  mieht  be.   And  however  the 

inutility  and  abfurdity  of  their  profefled  aim, 

to  refcue  the  tomb  of  Chrift,  may  excite  the 

ridicule  of  the  modem  philofopher,  it  was  a 

motive  admirably  adapted  to  the  fuperftition 

of  that  age  ;  and  where  it  is  neceftary  that 

an  enemy  fhould  be  reftrained,  an  able  poli- 
tician wUl  avail  himfelf  of  the  moft  powerful 

of  all  incitements  to  hoftility,  the  fi>perfti- 

tious  or  religious  fervour  of  liis  army. 
Havine  entered  fo  far  into  the  hiftory  of 

the  crufades,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  take 

a  view  of  the  happy  consequences  which 

flowed  from  them.     **  To  thefe  wild  expc- 

•«  ditions,*'  fays  Robcrtfon,  "  the  efFeft  of 

**  fiiperftition  or  folly,  we  owe   the  firft 

**  rleams  Of  light  which  tended  to  difpei 

**  barbarity  and  ignorance,  and  introduce 

**  any  change  in  government  or  manners." 

Conftantinople,  at  that  time  the  feat  of  ele- 
gance, of.  arts  and  commerce,  was  the  prin- 


cipal rendezvous  of  the  European  armies. 
The  Greek  writers  of  that  age  (peak  of  the 
Latins  as  the  moft  ienorant  barbarians ; 
the  Latins,  on  the  other  hand,  talk  with 
aftoniftiment  of  the  grandeur,  elegance,  and 
coiiimerce  of  ConSantinople.  ^  moft 
ftupid  barbarians,  when  they  have  the  op- 
portunity of  comparifbn,  are  fenfible  of  the 
luperionty  of  civilized  nations,  and  by  an 
acquaintance  with  them  begin  to  refemble 
their  manners,  and  emulate  their  advan* 
tages.  The  fleets  which  attended  the 
crofles  introduced  commerce, .  and  the  free^ 
dom  of  commercial  cities  intb  their  mo* 
ther  countries.  This,,  as  Robertfon  obferves, 
proved  deftrudive  to  the  feudal  fyftem, 
which  had  now  degenerated  into  the  moft 
ghoray  oppreffion,  and  introduced  the  plans 
of  regular  government.  *^  This  acquifition 
*<  of  liberty,"  fays  the  fame  moft  inge- 
nious hiftorian,  **  made  fuch  a  happy  change 
**  in  the  condition  of  all  the  members  of 
*'  communities  as  routed  them  from  that 
**  ftupidity  and  inadion  into  which  they 
"  had  been  funk-  by  the  wretchednefs  of 
"  their  former  ftate.  The  fpirit  of  induftry 
"  revived,  commerce  became  an  objed  of 
'*  attention,  and  began  to  flourifti.  Popu- 
*'  lation  increafed.  Independence  was  eftab- 
"  lilhed,  and  wealth  flowed  into  cities 
**  which  had  long  been  thie  feat  of  poverty 
**  and  oppreflion." 

Upon  the  whole  it  will  be  found,  that  the 
'  Portuguefe  poet  talks  of  the  political  reafons 
of  ft  crufade,  with  an  accuracy  in  the  philo- 
fophy  of  hiftory,  as  fuperior  to  that  of  Vol- 
taire as  the  poetical  merit  of  the  Lufiad  fur- 
palTes  that  of  the  Henriade.  And  the  critic 
in  poetry  muft  allow,  that  to  fuppofe  the 
diicovery  of  Gama  the  completion  of  all 
the  endeavours  to  overthrow  die  great  ene- 
mies of  the  true  religion  gives  a  £gnity  to 
the  poem,  and  an  importance  to  tne  hero, 
fimilar  to  that  which  Voltaire,  on  the  fame 
fuppofition«  allows  to  the  fubje^  of  the  Jeru- 
falem  of  Taftb. 

Joyful 
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Joyful  their  nets  they  leave  and  £nny  preyt 
And  crouding  round  the  LufianSt  point  the  way« 
A  herald  now,  by  Vasco's  high  coaunand 
Sent  to  the  monarch,  treads  the  Indian  itrand ; 
The  facred  ftaff  he  hears,  in  gold  he  ihine^. 
And  t^is  his  office  by  tnajeftic  figns; 

« 

As  *o  and  fro,  recunibcnt  to  the  gale. 

The  harveft  waves  aion^  the  yellow  dale. 

So  round  the  herald  prcfs  the  w  ondcring  throngs 

Recumbent  waving  as  they  pour  along^ 

And  much  his  manly  port  and  ftrange  attire, 

Afid  much  hifi  fair  and  ruddy  hue  admire : 

When  fpecding  through  the  crowd  with  eager  liafte. 

And  honeft  fmiles,  a  fon  of  Afric  preft : 

Eurapt  with  joy  the  wondering  herald  hears 

Caftilia's  manly  tongue  falute  his  "  cars* 

What  friendly  angel  from  thy  Tago's  ihore 

Has  led  thee  hither  ?  cries  the  joyful  Moor. 

Then  hand  in  hand,  the  pledge  of  faith,  conjoined, 

O  joy  beyond  the  dream  of  hope  to  find. 

To  hear  a  kindred  voice,  the  Lufian  cried. 

Beyond  unmeafured  gulphs  and  feas  untry'd ; 


'the  btrald  hiors 


CafiiUiCi  manhf  tongue  faluii  bis  tars,- 
Tms  is  according  to  ^e  truth  of  hiftory. 
Wlule  the  meflenger  fern  afhore  by  Gama 
wa3  borne  here  and  there,  and  carried  off 
his  feet  b^  the  throngs  who  underftood  not 
a  word  of  his  language,  he  was  accofted  in 
Spaniih  by  a  Momih  merchant,  a  native  of 


Tunis,  who,  according  to  Oforius,  had  been 
the  chief  peribn  with  whom  king  Ferdinand 
had  formerly  oontra6ked  for  miutary  ftoieaw 
He  proved  himfelf  an  honefl  asentj  and  of 
infinite  fervice  to  Gama,  wijm  whom  he 
returned  to  Portugal,  where,  jiccprdio^  to 
Faria,  he  died  in  the  Chriftian  oOtaimunioa, 
He  was  named  Monzaida.         ^ 

Untry'd 


,' 
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Untry'd  before  6wt  darinFg  ke^^  explored 

Our  fearlefs  way — Oh  kea:ftBn>  what  teaipefts  roared. 

While  round  the  vaft  d  Afric^s  fouthrao^  land 

Our  eaftward  bowfprits  ibug^  the  Indiaix  ftrand^ 

Amazed,  o'erpower'dy  the  ifiJji8ndl3P  ftranger  ftood  y 

A  pafTage  open'd  througb  dv^  bouiidiefs  flood. 

The  hope  of  agM>  auJt  th^  dnsitk  de%air; 

Accomplifh'd  now,  and  coiK|uer'd  -^  §tiff  his  hair 

Rofe  thrilling,  while  his  labouring  thoughts  purfticd 

The  dreadful  courfc  by  Gama's  fate  fiibdued. 

Homeward,  wi&  generous  warmth  o'crflow'd,  he  leads 

The  Lufian  gucf^f,  and  fWtft  thr  ffeaft  fbcceedg  y 

The  purple  grape  and  golden  fruitage  finile  j 

And  each  choice  viand  of  the Tndian  foil 

Heapt  o'er  the  board,   the  mafter's  zeal  declare  j 

The  focial  feaft  the  gueft  and^  mafber  fliarc  : 

The  facred  pledge  ofeaftern  faitb'  approved. 

By  wrath  unaltered,  and'  by  wrong  unmoved. 

Now  to  the  fleet  the  joyful  herald  bcnds> 

With  earneft  pace  the  heaven-fent  friend  attends  : 


•  Tbt  fairei  fitige  of  tafttrn  faith.^^o 
eat  together  was  in  the  eaft  looked  upon  *as' 
the  inviolable  pledge  of  protedtion.  As  a 
Perfian  nobleman  was  one  day  waUdng  in 
his  earden,  a  wretch  in  the  utmoft  terror 
proitrated  himfelf  before  him,  and  imtdoied 
to  be  protefted  from  the  rage  of  a  muldtude 
who  were  in  purfuit  of  him,  to  tak^  hir. 
life.  The  nobleman  took  a  peach,  eat  part 
of  it,  and  gave  the  reft  to  the  fiigitive,  af«- 
faring  him  of  fafety.    As  they  approached 


the  houfe,  they  met  a  crowd  who  carried 
themardcred  corft-of  the- noUeman's  belo- 
ved fbn.    The  incenied  populace  demanded 
the  mardiereis  who  ftood^  beilde  himi  to  tie 
delivered  to  their  fury.    The  father,  though 
CMfwhelmed  with  grief  and  anger,  oqilkd,. 
"  We  have  eaten  together,  and  I  will  not 
*^ht^sf,\am.^  He proteaed  the mmderer 
of  his  fon  from  the  fury  of  his  domeftics 
aiid(nei^faagn*»  and  ia  the  a%ht  issXxMB^ 
his  efcape. 

Now 
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Now  down  the  river's  fwcepy  ftream  they  glide. 

And  now  their  pinnace  cuts  the  briny  tide  : 

The  Moor,  with  tranfport  fparkling  in  his  eyes. 

The  well-known  make  of  Gama's  navy  fpies» 

The  bending  bowfprit,  and  the  maft  fo  talU 

The  fides  black  frowning  as  a  caflle  wall. 

The  high-tower'd  ftern,  the  lordly  nodding  prore. 

And  the  broad  ftandard  flowly  waving  o'er 
The  anchor's  moony  fangs.     The^fkiiFhe  leaves. 

Brave  Gama's  deck  his  bounding  ftep  receives ; 
/       And,  Hail,  he  cries  :  m  tranfport  Gam  a  fprungt. 
And  round  his  neck  with  friendly  welcome  hung  j^ 
Enrapt  fo  diftant  o'er  the  dreadful  main 
To  hear  the  mufic  of  the  tongue  of  Spain » 
And  now  beneath  a  painted  (hade  of  ftate 
Beilde  the  Ammiral  the  ftranger  fate. 
Of  India's  clime^  the  natives,  and  the  laws. 
What  monarch  fways  them,  what  religion  awes  ? 
Why  from  the  tombs  devoted  to  his  fires 
The  fon  fo  far  ?  the  valiant  Chief  enquires*. 
In  a£t  to  fpeak  the  ftranger  waves  his  hand,. 
The  joyful  crew  in  filent  wonder  ftandj^ 
Each  gently  prefilng  on  with  greedy  ear. 
As  erft  the  bending  forefts  ftoopt  to  hear 
In  Rhodope^  when  Orpheus'  heavenly  ftrainj^ 
Deplored  his  loft  Eurydice  in  '  vain ; 

f  /» i^^tf^c/f — The  well-kROwn  fable  of       omd  lofs  of  Bis  wife,   is  tHns  explained 
the  dcfcent  of  Orpheiu  to  hell,  and  the  fe«       Acdoncus,  king  of  Thefpiotia>  wh^crnelty 

procured 
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While  with  a  mien  that  generous  friendfhip  won 
From  every  hearty  the  Stranger  thus  begun : 

Your  glorious  deeds,  ye  Lufians,  well  I  know^ 
To  neighbouring  earth  the  vital  air  I  owe ; 
Yet  though  my  faith  the  Koran's  lore  revere ; 
So  taught  my  fires ;  my  birth  at  proud  Tangier, 
An  hoftile  clime  to  Lifbon's  awful  name. 
I  glow  enraptured  o*er  the  Lufian  fame ; 
Proud  though  your  nation's  warlike  glories  fhine, 
Thefe  proudeft  honours  yield,  O  Chiefs  to  thine  $ 
Beneath  thy  dread  atchievements  low  they  fall^ 
And  India's  fhore,  difcovered,  crowns  them  ali« 
Won  by  your  fame,  by  fond  affection  fway'd, 
A  friend  I  come,  and  offer  friendfhip's  aid« 
As  on  my  lips  Caililia's  language  glows. 
So  from  my  tcmgue  the  fpeech  of  India  flows  t 
Mozaide  my  name,  in  India's  court  belovjed. 
For  honefl  deeds,  but  time  fhall  fpeak,  approved. 
When  India's  Monarch  greets  his  court  again. 
For  now  the  banquet  on  the  tented  ^  plain 


fro^uredlitm  the  name  of  Pinto,  tyrant  of 
eU»  hairing  feized  Eoiydice,  as  (he  fled 
^m  his  fnend  Ariftaeat.  detaaned  her  ab  a 
captive.  Orpheus  havin?  charmed  the  tyrant 
with  his  mafic,  his  wife  was  reftored,  on 
condition  that  he  (honid  not  teok  upon  her. 
till  ht  had^condodied  her  out  of  Thefprotia. 
OrphenSy  on  his  jottmev,  forfeited  the  con- 
^tioi^  and  iiJtcoarcrabiy  loft  his  fpoofe. 


^  4  For  new  thi  ianquit  on  fhi  ttntiipUdn^ 
Andfyhvan  chad  his  carelifs  bouts  emplty  •— 
The  Great  Mogul  smd  other  eaftem  /ove- 
reigns,  attended  with  their  ooortiers,  fpend 
annually  fome  months  of  the  fineft  feafon 
in  encampmepts  in  the  field,  in  lumting 
parties,  and  notary  amuftments. 


o  « 


And 
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And  fylvan  chacc  hi«  carelefe  hours  employ  ; 
When  India's  Lord  ffeall  hail,  with  wondering  joy. 
Your  glad  arrival  on  the  fpacious  fhore 
Through  oceans  never  plough'd  fey  keel  before, 
Myfclf  (hall  glad  Interpreter  attend. 
Mine  every  office  of  the  faithful  friend. 
Ah  !  but  a  ftream,  the  labour  of  the  oar. 
Divides  my  birth-place  from  your  native  Chore ; 
On  fhores  unknown,  ki  diftant  worlds^  how  fweet 
The  kindred  tongue  the  kindred  face  to  groet ! 
Such  now  my  joy ;  and  iuch,  O  heaven,  be  yours  ! 
Yes,  hounteous  heaven^  your  gkd  fucccfs  ~iecures« 
Till  now  impervious,  heaven  alone  fubdued 
The  various  horrors  of  the  tracklefs  flood ; 
Heaven  fent  you  bar  -for  .fimte  great  work  divine. 
And  heaven  infpires  my  breaft  your  iacred  toils  to  join. 


Vaft  are  the  (hores  of  "India's  wealthful  foil ; 
Southward  fea-girt  flie  forms  a  dcmi-ifle : 
His  cavern'd  cliffs  with  dark-brow'd  fbrefts  crown'd, 
Hemodian  Taurus  frowns  her  northern  bound  : 
From  Cafpia's  lake  th'  enormous  mountain  '  fpreads,. 
And  bending  eaft ward  rears  a  thouiand  head^  3 


r  ,^fp  endrimuj  mountain — ^Properly  tti  PturopaiakliiSy  Onontes,  faaaiii 
immenfe  chain  of  mountains,  known  by  from  Imflvs  extended  duwuiffh 
various  names^  Caacafus,  Taurus,  Hemodus^       tko  fea  of  KaaMkatka. 


Far 
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Far  to  cxtrcmeft  fca  die  ridges  thrown. 
By  various  names  through  various  tribes  are  known 
Here  down  the  wafte  of  Taurus'  rocky  fide 
Two  infant  rivers  pour  the  chryftal  tide, 
Indus  the  one,  and  one  the  Ganges  named. 
Darkly  of  old  through  diftant  nations  famed : 
One  eaftward  curving  holds  his  crooked  way. 
One  to  the  weft  gives  his  fwoln  tide  to  ftray  : 
Declining  fouthward  many  a  land  they  lave. 
And  widely  fwelling  roll  tlie  fea-like  wave. 
Till  the  twin  offspring  of  the  mountain  fire 
Both  in  the  Indian  deep  ingulph'd  expire : 
Between  thefe  ftreams,  fair  fmiling  to  the  day. 
The  Indian  lands  their  wide  domains  difplay. 
And  many  a  league,  far  to  the  foath  they  bend. 
From  the  broad  region  where  the  rivers  end. 
Till  where  the  fliorcs  to  Ceylon's  ifle  *  oppofe. 
In  conic  form  the  Indian  regions  clofe. 
To  various  laws  the  various  tribes  incline. 
And  various  are  the  rites  efteem'd  divine : 


■  — /«  Ceyiof^j  /^— One  Captain  Knax,. 
who  pttbliihcd  an  account  of  Ceylon,  in 
16S1,  has  the  following  curious  pafTage. 
**  This  for  certain,  fays  he,  X  can  affirm* 
that  oftentimes  the  Devil  doth  cry  with  aa 
audible  voice  in  the  night :  It  is  very  ihrill, 
almoU  like  the  barking  of  a  dog.  This  I 
luure  often  heard  myfeif,  but  never  heard 
that  he  did  any  body  any  harm.  Only  this 
obfervation  the  inhabitants  of  the  land  have 
snade  of  this  voicCy  and. I  have  made  it  alib» 
that  tidier  juft  before,  or  very  fuddenly 


after  this  voice,  the  king  always  cots  off 
people.  To  believe  that  this  is  the  voice 
of  the  Devil  theie  reafons  urge ;  becauie 
there  is  no  creature  known  to  the  inhabi- 
tants that  cries  like  it,  and  becaufe  it  will 
on  a  (udden  depart  from  one  place,  and 
make  a  noiie  in  another,  quicker  than 
any  fowl  can  fly,  and  becaufe  the  very 
dogs  will  tremble  when  they  hear  it ;  and 
it  IS  fo  counted  by  all  the  people.''— -Kiiox, 
Hift.  Ceyl-  p.  78. 


Oo   2 
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Some  as  from  heaven  receive  the  Koran's  lore. 
Some  the  dread  monfters  of  the  wild  adore ; 
Some  bend  to  wood  and  ftonie  the  proftrate  head. 
And  rear  unhallow'd  altars  to  the  dead. 
By  Ganges'  banks^  as  wild  traditions  *  tell^ 
Of  old  the  tribes  lived  healthful  by  the  fmell ; 
No  food  they  knew,  fuch  fragrant  vapours  rofe 
Rich  from  the  flowery  lawns  where  Ganges  flows  : 
Here  now  the  Delhian,  and  the  fierce  Patan 
Feed  their  fair  flocks ;  and  here,  an  heathen  clan. 
Stern  Decam's  fons  the  fertile  valleys  till, 
A  clan,  whofe  hope  to  fliun  eternal  ill, 
Whofe  truft  from  every  ftain  of  guilt  to  fave. 
Is  fondly  placed  in  Ganges*  holy  "  wave ; 
If  to  the  flxeam  the  breathlefs  corpfe  be  given 
They  deem  the  fpirit  wings  her  way  to  heaven. 
Here  by  the  mouths,  where  hallowed  Ganges  ends, 
'  Bengala's  beauteous  Eden  wide  extends, 
Unrivaird  fmile  her  fair  luxurious  vales  : 
And  here  Cambaya  fpreads  her  palmy  ^  dales ; 


'M  tvM  traiitihns  /^//— Pliny, 
impofed  upon  by  fome  Greeks,  who  pre- 
tended to  have  been  in  India,  relates  this 
fable.  Yid.  Nat.  Hift.  Lib.  12. 

"  Is  fondly  placed  in  Ganges*  holy  tva've— 
Almod  all  the  Indian  nations  attribute  to 
the  Ganges,  the  virtue  of  cleanfing  the 
foul  from  the  ftains  of  fin.  They  have  fuch 
veneration  for  this  river,  that  if  any  one  in 
their  prefence  were  to  throw  any  filth  into 
the  ftream,  an  inllant  death  would  punifh 
his  audacity.  As  St.  Thomas  preached  the 
faith  in  the  eaft,  it  is  probable  that  thefe 


ablutions  are  a  grofs  imitation  of  that  bap- 
tifm,  which  he  publifhed.     Cajfera, 

^  Jnd  here  Cambaya — ^Now  called  Gaza- 
mte.  The  inhabitants  are  ingenious,  culti- 
vate letters,  and  are  fsud  to  be  particularly 
happy  in  the  agreeable  Romance.  Accord- 
ing CO  ancient  tradition.  Poms  was  fovereign 
orthis  country.  His  memory  is  fHll  pre- 
ferved  with  an  eclat,  worthy  of  that  vaJoar 
and  generofity  which  attradted  the  cfteem 
of  the  great  Alexander.  Cafiera.  This 
country  was  known  to  the  ancients  by  the 
name  of  Gedrofia. 

^  A  warlike 
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A  warlike  realm,  where  ftill  the  martial  race 
From  Porus  famed  of  yore  their  lineage  trace. 
Narfinga  *  here  difplays  her  fpacious  line, 
In  native  gold  her  fons  and  ruby  fliine  i 
Alas,  how  vain  !  thefe  gaudy  fons  of  fear. 
Trembling,  bow  down  before  each  hoftilc  fpear. 


«  iVtfr/wffl— The  laws  of  Narfinga  oblige 
the  women  to  throw  themfelves  into  me 
funeral  pile,  to  be  burnt  with  their  deceafed 
hoibands.  An  infallible  feccet  to  prevent 
the  defire  of  widowhood.  Cafiera  from 
Barrojg  Dec.  4. 

There  are  many  accounts  in  diilbent  tra- 
vellers of  the  performance  of  this  moft  bar- 
barous ceremony.  The  following  one  is 
felcaed  as  the  moil  pidureique  of  any  in 
the  knowledge  of  the  tranilator. 

««  At  this  time  (1710)  died  the  Prince  of 
Marata,  aged  above  eighty  years.  The  ce- 
remony ofldr  funeral,  where  his  forty-feven 
wives  were  burned  with  his  corpfe,  was 
thus :  A  deep  circular  pit  was  di«;cd  in 
a  field  without  the  town  ;  in  the  nuddle  of 
the  trench  was  erefiked  a  pile  of  wood,  on 
the  top  of  which,  on  a  couch  richlv  orna- 
mented, lay  the  body  of  the  deceafed  Prince 
in  his  iinefl  robes.  After  numberlefs  ritual» 
performed  by  the  Bramins,  the  pile  was  fet 
on  fire,  and  mimediately  the  unhappy  Ladies 
appeared,  fparkling  with  jewels  and  adorned 
with  flowers.  Thefe  viftims  of  this  diabo- 
lical facrifice  walked  feveral  times  about  the 
burning  pile,  the  heat  whereof  was  felt  at 
a  confiderable  diftance.  The  principal  Lady 
then,  holdmg  the  dagger  of  her  late  hul- 
band,  thus  addrefifed  herfelf  to  the  Prince 
his  fuccefibr :  Here,  faid  fhe,  is  the  dagger 
which  the  King  niade  ufe  of,  10  triumph 
over  his  enemies  :  beware  never  to  employ 
it  to  other  purpofe,  never  to  embrue  it  with 
the  blood  of  your  fubje£ls.  Govern  them 
as  a  fkther,  as  he  has  done,  and  you  (hall 
live  long  and  hajppy,  as  he  did.  Since  he 
is  no  more,  nothmg  can  keep  me  longer  in 
the  world;  all  that  remains  for  me  is  to 
follow  him.  With  thefe  words,  (he  refigned 
the  damr  into  the  Prince's  hands,  who 
took  it  m>m  her  without  ihewing  the  leaft 


fign  of  grief  or  compafiion^    The  Princefs 
now  appeared  agitated.    One  of  her  do- 
mefiics,  a  Chriflian  woman,  had  frequently 
talked  with  her  on  religion,  and  though  (he 
never  renounced  her  idols,  had  made  fome 
imprefiions  on  her  mind.     Perhaps  thefe 
impreffions  now  revived.    With  a  mofl  ex- 
preffive  look  fhe  exclaimed,  Alas !  what  is 
the  end  of  human  happinefs !  I  know  I  fhall 
plunee  myfelf  headlong  into  hell.  On  thefe 
wor£,  a  horror  was  vifible  on  every  coun- 
tenance ;   when  refuming  her  courage,  fhe 
boldly  turned  her  face  to  the  burning  pile, 
and  aiUlmg  upon  her  gods,  flung  herfdf^into 
the  midft  of  the  flames.    The  fecond  Lady 
was  the  filler  of  a  Prince  of  the  blood,  who 
was  prefent,  and  aflifted  at  the  deteftable 
facrifice.      She  advanced  to  her  brother, 
and   gave  him  the  jewels,  wherewith  fhe 
was  horned.    His  paflion  gave  way,  he 
burfl  into  tears,  and  fell  upon  her  neck  in 
the  moft  tender  embraces.     She,  however, 
remsdned  unmoved,  and,  with  a  refolute 
countenance,  fometimes  viewed  the  pile,  and 
fometimes  the  afiiftants.    Then  loudly  ex- 
claiming, Chiva^  Cbiva^  the  name  of  one 
of  her  idols,  fhe  precipitated  herfelf  into 
the  flames,  as  the  former  had  done.    The 
other  Ladies  foon  followed  after^  fome  de- 
cently compofed,  and  fome  with  the  moft 
bewildered^    down-caft,    forrowfiil    looks. 
One  of  them,  fhocked  above  the  reft»  ran 
to  a  Chriflian  foldier,  whom  (he  beheld 
among  the  guards,  and  hanging  about  his 
neck,  implored  him  to  fave  her.    The  new 
convert*  ftunned  with  forprize,  pn(hed  the 
unfortunate  Lady  from  him ;  and  (hriekinjg 
aloud  fhe  fell  into  the  fiery  trench.    The  fol- 
dier, all  (hiverin^  with  terror,  immediately 
retired,  and  a  delurious  fever  cnded'hi^  life  in 
the  following  night.    Though  many  of  the 
unhappy  vi£ms,  difcovered  at  firft  the  ut- 

moft 
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And  now  behold ;  *~  and  while  he  Ipoke  he  rofe. 
Now  with  extended  arm  the  profpeft  fhews» 
Behold  thefe  mountain-tops  of  various  $ze 
Blend  their  dim  ridges  with  the  fleecy  (kies ; 
Nature's  rude  walU  againft  the  fierce  Canar 
They  guard  the  fertile  lawns  of  Malabar. 
Here  from  the  mountain  to  the  furgy  main^ 
Fair  as  a  gardeii  fpreads  the  fmiling  plain  : 
And  I09  the  Emprefs  of  the  Indiain  powers. 
There  lofty  Calicut  refplendeht  towers  ; 
Her*s  every  fragrance  of  the  fpicy  fliore, 
Her*s  every  gem  of  Indians  counticfs  ftore  : 
Great  Samoreem,  her  Lord's  imperial  ftyle. 
The  mighty  Lord  of  India's  utmofl:  foil : 
To  him  the  kings  their  duteous  tribute  pay. 
And  at  his  feet  confefs  their  borrow'd  fway. 
Yet  higher  tower'd  the  monarchs  ancient  ^  boaft. 
Of  old  one  fovereign  ruled  the  fpacious  coaft. 


moft  intrepidity^  yet  no  fooner  did  they  feel 
the  flames,  than  they  roared  out  in  the  moft 
dreadful  manner ;  and,  weltering  over  each 
other,  ftrove  to  gain  the  brim  of  the  pit ; 
but  in  vain  :  the  affiftants  forced  them  back 
with  their  poles,  and  heaped  new  fuel  upon 
tkem.  The  next  day  the  Bramins  gathered 
the  bones,  and  threw  them  into  the  fea. 
The  pit  was  levelled,  a  temple  built  on  the 
Ipot,  and  the  deceafed  Prince  and  his  wives 
were  reckoned  among  the  Deities.  To 
conclude,  this  deteftable  cruelty  has  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  free  choice  of  the  women, 
lout  that  freedom  is  only  fpecious ;  it  is 
alnoft  impoflible  to  avoid  it.  If  they  do, 
they  muii  lie  nnder  peipetual  infiuoyy  ami 


the  relations,  who  eAeam  dMfiiMfCi  Ugkiy 

difgraced,  leave  no  means  untried  to  oblige 
them  to  it.  Princeiies,  and  CtMicubines  dF 
Princes,  however,  are  the  only  perfons  fron 
whom  this  fpecies  of  foicide  is  expeAed* 
When  women  of  inferior  rank  fnbndt  to 
this  abominable  cuflom,  they  are  only  urged 
to  it  by  the  impulfe  of  a  barbarous  pride 
and  vanity  of  oftentatioa."  £xt»ded  ftotx 
a  letter  from  Father  Martin,  on  the  iniiEoa 
of  Coromandel,  to  Father  de  Villete,  of  tile 
Society  of  Jefas,  publi(hed  at  Paris,  in  1 7 19. 
y  0/  old  one  Jo*vereign  ruled  the  /petcicms 

toaft Whatever  Monndda  relates  «f  die 

people  and  th^ir  manners,  is  confirmed  by 
the  oiftories  of  fodia,  according  to  Ban^t, 
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A  votive  train,  who  ^rc^ugbt  .As  Koran's  lose. 
What  time  great  .Fpj-imal  the  fosptre  bore. 
From  bleft  Arabia's  gfme$  to  India  cswc  s 
Life  were  their  words,  jib^  .eloquence  a  flame 
Of  holy  zeal :  fired  by  tbc  pawerful  ftrain 
The  lofty  monarch  joins  the  faitWul  train. 
And  vows,  at  fair  Medina's  flmnjB,  to  clofc 
His  life's  mild  eve  in  prajw  wd  fwrfict  r^poft. 
Gifts  he  prepares  to  deck  tbjc  Propbojt's  t^ijpb. 
The  glowing  labours  ,of  the  Indian  loom, 
Orixa's  fpices  and  Golcpnda's  jems^  . 

> 

Yet,  ere  the  fleet  th'  Ai;*bian  ocean  flbems* 
His  final  care  his  potent  regions  d^omt 
Nor  his  the  tranfport  qf  a/atjicr'^  qaiftc  j 
His  fervants  now  the. r?gal  purple  wear» 
And  high  enthroijed  t|ie  golden  fi^ptrjes  .l»e^. 
Proud  Cochim  one,  and  one  fair  Chald  fways. 
The  fpicy  lije  another  Lord  o^jcys ; 
Coulam  and  Cananoor's  luxurious  fields. 
And  Cranganore  to  various  Lords  he.yields« 

« 

While  thefe  and  others  ^u$  the  monarch  graced, 
A  noble  youth  his  care  unmindful  j^ : 

« 

Save  Calicut,  a  city  poor  and  fmall. 

Though  lordly  now,  no.  more  remain'd  to  fall : 

Caftaneda,  MaSeos,  and  Don  Oforiiis.  Our      4ace  ^any  cmioiu  caftom  or  veflige  of  anii-* 
Anxbor,  in  this,  imitates  Homer  and  Virgil,       qiuty.    C$Jfir0. 
wiko  are  fond  of  eveiy  opportunity  to  intro- 

Grieved 
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Grieved  to  behold  fucli  merit  thus  repay'd^ 

The  fapient  youth  the  kiitg  of  kings  be  made. 

And  honoured  with  the  name^  great  Samoreem^ 

The  lordly  titled  boaft  of  power  fupreme* 

And  now  great  Perimal  refigns  his  reign. 

The  blifsful  bowers  of  Paradife  to  gain : 

Before  the  gde  his  gaudy  navy  flies. 

And  India  finks  for  ever  from  his  eyes* 

And  foon  to  Calicuf  s  commodious  port 

The  fleets,  deep-edging  with  the  wave,  refort : 

Wide  o^er  the  fhore  extend  the  warlike  piles. 

And  all  the  landfcape  round  luxurious  finiles* 

And  now  her.  flag  to  every  gale  unfurFd, 

She  towers  the  Emprefs  of  die  eaftern  world  z 

Such  are  the  bleflings  fapient  kings  befl:ow. 

And  from  thy  ftream  fuch  gifts,  O  Commerce,  flow* 

Fnmi  that  fage  youfh^  who  firft  reigned  king  of  kings. 
He  now  who  fways  the  tribes  of  India  iprings« 
Various  the  tribes,  all  led  by  fables  vain. 
Their  rites  the  dotage  of  the  dreamful  brain. 
AH,  fave  where  Nature  whi:Q)ers  modeft  care. 
Naked,  &ey  blacken  in  the  fultry  aln 
The  haughty  nobles  and  the  ^Igar  race 
Never  iuufl:  join  the  conjugal  embrace^ 
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Nor  may  tjie  ftripling,  nor  the  blooming  maid; 
Oh  loft  to  joy,  by  cruel  rites  betrayed  ! 

* 

To  ipoufc  of  other  than  their  father's  att. 
At  Love's  connubial  dirine  liiiifle  the  heart : 
Nor  may  their  fons,  the  genius  and  the  view 
tJonfined  and  fettered,  other  art  purfue. 
Vile  vtrere  the  ftain,  and  deep  the  ft>ul  difgrace, 
^ould  other  tribe  toiidi  one  of  noble  race ; 
A  thoufaiid  rites,  aiid  walhihgs  o'er  apd  o'er. 
Can  fcarce  his  tainted  purity  reftore. 
f^oleas  the  la{)ouring  lower  clans  are  named : 
By  the  proud  Nayres  the  noble  rank  is  claimed  i 
The  toils  of  culture,  and  of  art  they  fcorn. 
The  warrior's  plumes  their  haughty  brows  adorn  i 
The  fliining  faulchion  brandifti'd  in  the  right. 
Their  left  arm  wields  the  target  in  the  fight ; 
Of  danger  fcornful,  ever  arm'd  they  ftand 
Around  the  king,  a  ftern  barbarian  band. 
Whatever  in  India  holds  the  facred  name 
Of  piety  or  lore,  the  Brahmins  claim : 
In  wildeft  rituals,  vain  and  painful,  loft, 
Brahma  their  founder  as  a  God  they  boaft  \ 


*  Brahma  thHr  founder  as  aged  thrf  boaft. 
-Andqaity  has  talked  machf  bot  knew 
little  with  certainty  of  the  Brahmins,  and 
their  philofophy.  Porphyry  and  others 
efteem  them  tne  (ame  as  the  Gymnofophifts 
of  the  preeks,  and  divide  them  into  fever^ 
fe£Uf  the  Samanaeiy  the  GermaQcs,  the  Pram- 
09,  the  Gymnetie»  &c.  Their  terrible  pe- 
nances are  often  mentioned  by  heathen  au- 
thorsy  and  by  the  earlieft  of  the  Chriftian  fa- 


thers. The  fiory  of  Calanus,  who  burnt 
hiipfelf  in  th^  camp  of  Alexander,  is  well 
known.  The  Brahmin  Mandanis,  however, 
deferves  more  honour:  he  rejeded  with  fcorn 
the  gifts  of  the  concjoeror,  and  ridicaled  his 
preteniions  to  divimty.  Several  ambafladors 
were  fent  by  a  king  of  India,  a  king  of 
fix  hundred  kings,  to  Aaguftus  Caeiar«  (Soe^ 
ton.  c.  21.)  One  of  thefe,  a  Brahmin^)hilo- 
fopher,  burned  himfolf  at  Adiens.  lib  life 
Pp  had 
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To  CDOWUi  their  meal  no  meaneft  life  expires^ 
Pulfe,  fhiit,  and  herbs  alone  iheir  board  requires 
Alone  in  lewdncfs  riotous  and  free, 
No  ipoufai  ties  with-hold,  and  no  degrees 


SuHlieen  extremely  prolperoos,  voii  \e  took 
(this  Aiethod,  ke  fadd,  to  prereat  a  teveife 
«of  fartune.  Amid  a  great  concotirfe  of  peo- 
ple ke^entered  the  iire,  naked,  anointed^  and 
iaug^g.  'The  epitaph  whidhi  he  ddired 
taight  beinfcrifbed  on  his  tomb,  was,  "  Hen 
vera  Zarmanocbagasf  &e  Indian  of  Baxgofa, 
'who,  according  te  the  cullom  of  hit  country, 
anade  Hmfelf  immortal."  On  the  approac^h 
of  age^r  difeafe,  according  to  antic^ity,  tlhey 
3iad  recourfe  to  this  means,  and  it  was  on 
idle  advances  of  a  diftemper  ^at  Calanos 
•tunnfed  Alexander  ^th  this  exhibition  of 
Indian  philoiophy.  The  cuftom  of  the  wiie 
ilbeing  burned  with  the  corpfe^of  her  deceafed 
Jiuiband  is  alio  very  annent.  It  is  men- 
tioned l>y  Hierome,  (Adv.  Jov.l.  i^  sntl 
Cereral  ouien.  Poftellus  (de  Oqg.  c«  i^ 
«t  l;^*)  fancies  that  the  firahniins  are 
•^Lefcendod  of  Abraham  by  Ketarah,  and 
named  Bradimanes,  quafi  Abrahmana* 
iPliny,  1.  viL  c  2«  rdate^  ihat  the  in- 
{dian  philofbphers  called  Gymnets,  from 
the  fan  rifing  to  his  »f«tting,  by  way  of  divi-^ 
nation,  lepc  their  ^es  imalteribly  fixed  on 
flthe  orb 'Of  that  Ivminary^  Befides  thefe  re- 
latioMy  vAich  correfpond  with  later  ac- 
comits,  the  antients  had  inmmierableiahles. 
Pliny  talks  of  men  in  India  with  dogs  lieads; 
•others  with  only  one  leg.,  yet  AcbilUses  for 
^wiftnefs  of  foot ;  of  a  nation  of  .pign^es-;  of 
4bme,  (as  already  ol>ferved  in  thdfe  notes) 
^ho  lived  by  the  imell ;  of  ^bes  who  had 
^onlf^one  man  'their  forehead;  and  ^f 
tfome  3who(e  ears  hnng  down  to  the  ground. 
Othos  talked  of  ^fountains,  in  India,  of  U« 
'•quid  gold.  'But  enough.  Though  Pliny, 
mo  doubt,  had  his^idmirers.,  thefe  Tories  were 
-ridiculed  by  fome,  and  Horace  genteely 
Oaughsat  them  in  a.iingle  expreilion.       * 

-'^^^lueJoca  fabulo/tu 
,    iLambit  Hydafpei* 

Sram^fte^earlieft  dmes  the  Indians  have 
ibeen  divided  into  diftindl- tribes.  The  four 
^priacipalooes  are*  .the  Brahmins,  (who  like 


theLevhes  among  the  Hebrews,  are  lierefi- 
iCary  priefts)  the  foldiecs,  the  mechanics,  and 
die  labourers.  As  thefe  tribes  never  inter* 
^marrv,  India  may  properly  be  faid  to  contain 
four  difFerent  nations.  They  will  neither  eat 
^together,  nor  drink  oat  of  the  fame  vefleL 
If  fhey  trefpafs  in  thefe  or  in  many  other 
limilar  ^points,  they  are  held  as  polluted*  re- 
je£^ed  from  their  tribe,  and  are  obliged  t» 
lierd  with  a  defpifed  crew,  called  the  Hal* 
lachores,  who  are  the  loweft  of  the  comma- 
niqr,  the  rabble  of  India.  Among  thefe 
only,  Bnrs 'Scrafton,  the  popifh  mi&nanes 
'have  had  anj  fucceis.  Urbano  Cerri,  in  hie 
account  of  the  Catholic  rdigion,  mentiona 
a  Jefuit  named  Robertus  de  Nobili,  wh« 
preached  that  every  :one  ought  to  remain  in 
ais  .own  tribe,  and  by  that  means  made 
many  converts.  He  alio  pr6po(ed'tO'efe& 
a  feminary  of  ChrifUan  Brahmins.  But  the 
Holy  See  difapproyed  of  this  rational  defign, 
and  defeated  hi«  labours.  Jealoufy  of  the 
iecular  arts  .of  the  Portugneie,  .was  .alio  a 
powerful  preventive  of  the  labours  of  their 
priefts.  A  Spamaffd  bein^  afked  by  aa 
Indian  king,  now  his  Spamfh  majeflv  wat 
able  to  fubdue  fuch  immenfe  countries  aa 
they  boailed  to  belone  to  him  *,  The  Don 
honeilly  anfwered,  **  Jmat  he  £rft  {ent  priefta 
to  convert  the  people,  and  having  thoi 
'gained. a  party  of  the  natives,  he  fent  fleeta 
and  foldiers,  who  with«the  affiftance  of  die 
new  profelites  fubdued  ^he  reft."  The  tmtk 
<of  this  confidion,  which  has  been  often 
pro\ed,  will  never  be  forgotten  in  the  EafL 
*But  if  the  lugotted  adherence'Of  the  Indiana 
to  the  rites. (S*  their  tribes,  and  other  caufes, 
»have  been  a  bar  to  the  propagation  of  ChriA 
tianity  amone  diem,  the  fame  reafbns  have 
alfb  prevented  the  facoefe  of  Mohammedifin^ 
a  religion  much  more-palatable  to  the  loxn- 
^rious  and  -ignorant.  Though  the  Moguls 
;and  almofl  all  the  jprincos  of  India,  have 
thefe  many  x:enturies  profeiTed  die  religion  df 
'the  Koran,  Mr.'Orme  computes  that  all  the 
iMahammedans  of  JHindoftan  do aot  exceed 
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Loft  to  the  heart-ties, :'to  his  neighbour's  arms 
The  willing  hulband  yields  his  fpoufe's  charms  i 
In  unendear'd  embraces  free  they  blend ;, 
Yet  but  the  hufband's  kindred  may  afcend 


ten  thonfand ;  whereas  the  Indians,  he  fays, 
amouni  to  about  an  hundred  millions. 

Almoft  innumerable^  and  (bmetimes  as 
whimfically  abiord  as.  die  Arabian  Nights' 
Entertainments,  are  the  holy  legends  of  In- 
dia. The  accounts  of  libe  god  Brahma,  or 
Brimha,  are  more  various  than  thofe  of  any 
fable  in  the  Grecian  mythology.  According 
to  Father  Boboursy  in  his  life  of  Xa*vier^  the 
Brahmins  hold,  that  the  Great  God  having 
a  defire  to  become  vifible,  became  man.  In 
thia  fbte  he  produced  three  fbns,  Ma^fo, 
Vifnu,  and  Brahma ;  the  firft*  bom  ot  hb 
mouth,  the  fecond»  of  his  breaft,  the  third,  of 
his  belly.  Being  abont  to  return  to  his  in- 
vifibility,  he  affigned  various  departments  to 
his  three  fons.  To  Brahma  he  gave  tht 
third  heaven,  with  the  fuperintendence  of  the 
rites  of  religion.  Brahma  having  a  defire 
fcr  children,  begot  the  Brahmins,  who  are 
thepriefts  of  India,  and  .who  are  believed 
by  the  other  tribes  to  be  a  race  of  demi-gods, 
who  have  the  blood  of  heaven  running  in 
their  veins.  Other  accounts  fay,  that  BraK- 
ma  produced  the  priefts  from  his  head,  the 
more  ignoble  tribes  from  his  breaft,  thighs, 
and  feet. 

According  to  the  learned  Kircher's  account 
of  the  thoology  of  the  Brahmins,  the  fole 
and  fupreme  god  Viftnou,  formed  the  fecon* 
dary  eod  Brahma,  out  of  a  flower  that 
floatedon  the  furface  of  the  great  deep  before 
the  creation.  And  afterwards,  in  reward  of 
the  virtue,  fidelity,  and  gratitude  of  Brahma, 
gave  him  power  to  create  the  univerfe. 

According  to  the  Danifh  miffionaries*,  the 
Firit  Being,  fay  the  Brahmins,  begat  Eter- 
nity, Eternity  begat  Tfchhen^  Tfcbinen 
begat  Tfchaddy^  Tfcbaddy  begat  Putady^ 
or  the  elementary  world,  Putadj  begat 
Sound,  Sound  begat  Nature,  Nature  begat 


the  great  god  Tfcbatmtfchinen^  from  whom 
Brahma  was  the  fourth  in  a  like  defcent. 
Brahma  produced  the  foul,  the  foul  produced 
the  vifible  heaven,  the  heaven  produced  the 
air,,  the  air  the  fire,  the  fire  the  water,  and 
the  water  the  earth.  A  legend  fomething 
fimilar  to  this  appears  in  Mr.  Dow's  Difler- 
tation  on  the  Brahmins,  prefixed  to  his  in- 
genious hiftory  of  Hindoflan . 

This  genealogical  nonfenfe,  however,   is 
not  connned  to  India.     Hcfiod's  genealogy 
of  the  gods,  though  refined  upon  by  the 
fchools  of  Plato,  is  of  the  fame  clafs.    The 
Jewifii  fables,  fooliih  qaefUons  and  genea- 
logies, reproved  by  faint  Paul,  (epift.  Tit.) 
were  probably  of  uiis  kind,  for  the  Talmu- 
dical  legends  were  not  then  fprung  up.     Bi- 
nab^  or  Underflandlng,   faid  the  cabalifli^ 
begat  Cocbmabf  or  mfdom,  &c.  till  at  laft 
comes  Mileab^iht  Kingdom,, who  begat  Sbe- 
kinaby  the  Divine  Prefence.    In  the  fame 
manner  the  Chriftian  Gnoftics,  of  the  feA 
of  Valentinus,  held  their  Uxifuf/.*,  and  their 
thir^  ages.     Ampjiu  and  Auraan^  they  tell 
us,  1.  e.  Profundity  and  Silence,  begat  Ba- 
cua  and  Tbartbuu^  Mind  and  Truth ;  thefe 
begat  Uhucua  and  Tbardeadie^  Word  and 
Li?e>   and  thefe   Merexa   and   Atarbarba^ 
Man  and  Church.    The  other  conjundlions 
of  their  thirty  jEones  are  of  fimilar  ingenuity. 
The  prevalence  of  the  fame  fpirit  ofmytho- 
logical  allegory  in   fuch  different  nations, 
affords  the  philofopher  a  worthy  field  of  fpe- 
culation. 

Almoft  as  innumerable  as  their  legends  are 
the  dreadful  penances  to  which  the  reli- 
gioniib  of  India  fubmit  themfelves  for  the 
expiation  of  fms.  Some  hold  the  tranfmi- 
grationof  fouls,  and  of  confequence  abflain 
from  all  animal  food  (.  Yet  however  auftcre 
in  other  refpeAs,  they  fveely  abandon  them- 

fi$*  See  Phillips*!  Colledionof  their  Letters  publi/bed  at  London  in  17 17. 

r* }  Though  from  the  extract  ^ven  by  Mr.  Dow.  the  philofopher  Goutam  appcarB  to  have  heen  a  very 
DuntScotua  or  A^ainat  in  metaphyfici,  the  Pythagorean  reafon  why  the  Brahmins  abftaia  from  animal 
food,  it  a  convincing  proof  of  their  ignorance  in  natural  philofophy.  Some  will  let  vermin  over-run  them; 
fome  of  the  Baniani  cover  their  moath  with  a  cloth,  leaft  they  Ihould  fuck  in  a  gnat  with  their  breath  |  and 
fome  carefuHy  IWcep  the  floor  ere  they  tread  upon  it,  left  they  diflodge  the  foul  of  an  infe£t.  And  yet  they 
do  not  know  thetia  the  water  they  driak,  and  in  every  falhd  they  eat,  they  caufc  the  death  of  innomerable 
living  creatures. 

P  p  a  felves 
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The  nuptial  couch :  alas,  too  bleft,  they  know 

Nor  jealouly's  fulpence,  nor  burning  woe ; 

The  bitter  drops  which  oft  from  dear  affection  flow. 


felves  to  every  fpecies  of  Ictdicry,  Tome  of 
them  efteeming  the  moft  imnataral  abo- 
minations as  die  privilege  of  their  ianc- 
tity.  The  cow  they  venerate  as  facred.  If 
9  oying  inan  can  lay  hold  of  a  cow's  tail  X0 
:and  expire  with  it  in  his  hands,  his  ibul  is 
fyrc  to  be  pari£ed«  and  perhaps  will  tajcf 
the  iignal  nMrour  to  tranfmigrate  into  the 
Ixxly  of  one  of  thofe  animals.  The  tem- 
ples of  India,  which  are  numerous,  are  €Hed 
with  innumerable  idols  of  the  moft  hoi^id 
Sgores.  Brahma,  in  psUticular,  appears  in 
many  ibrms  :  in  one  as  a  fat  old  man,  fitting 
arQ(s4egged,  with  four  faces,  and  four  handsL 
A  Q>ecies  of  the  antient  manicheeifm  of 
jPerua  is  mixed  widi  their  religion,  an<jl 
the  Defboyer,  <Qr  the  Frightful  Demon,  is 
worfhipped  by  the  authorinr  of  their  facred 
3)ooks.  The  ,£rft  thing  thev  meet  in  the 
morning  be  it  afs,  hog,  or  oog,  they  wor- 
ship jiurinc;  the  coiflrfe  of  the  day^'  Scarcely 
9nore  ftupid  were  the  Peloiians :  Crefitus 
A/entris  it^flati^  fays  Hierome,  Pelufiaca  religto 
^p.  The  Brahmins  are  allowed  to  eat  nothing 
but  what  is  cooked  by  themfelves.  Aftrology 
is  their  principal  fludy ;  yet,  though  they  are 
moiUy  a  deipicable  fet  of  fortnne-4:dlers«tome 
tof  them  are  excellent  moralifts,  and  .particu- 
larly inculcate  the  comprehenfive  virtue  of 
Siumanity,  which  is  enforced  by  the  opmioo, 
that  Divine  Beings  often  aifume  the  habit  of 
mondicants,  in  order  to  diftin^uifh  the  cha- 
^ritable  from  the  inhuman.  ^  The  Malabriaqs 
iiave  feveral  traditions  of  the  virtuoys  on 
thefe  happy  trials  being;  tranflated  into  hea- 
ven ;  the  beft  deii^ned  incitement  to  virtue, 
jperh^ps,  which  then*  relieion  contains.  Befides 
the  Brahmins,-  the  prinapal  ftdt  of  that  vaft 
Tegion  called  India,  there  are  feveral  others, 
4vho  are  divided  and  fubdivided,  according 
to  innumeratble  variations  in  every  province. 
In  Cambaya,  the  Banians,  a  feft  who  ilri£l]y 
Abftain  from  all  animal  food,  are  numerous. 
Such  are  the  general  accounts  of  the  Indian 
opinions,  which  till  lately  have  been  re- 
'Xeived  in  £urqpe*     Accounts  much/nore  to 


'Che  honour  of  fhe  Indian  philofiiplw  liave 
within  ^hefe  few  years  been  laid  before  die 
pubfic,  bv  ibme  gentlemen,  wIki,  by  oca* 
verfing  with  fqme  eminent  Brahmkn,  Smt 
enjoyed  the  beft  opportunities  of  iolbnn»- 
tion«  Yet  t)iefe  genllenKea  do  not  ^fjsut 
among  diemfdves.  Cdoncfl  Dow  ooa« 
fefles,  that  he  finds  himfelf  obliged  tm 
differ  from  Mr.  Holwell  idimsft  ia  eraij 
particiilar  coi^cerning  die  religion  of  theHia- 
tdoos^  ^  The  Bedang  or  Shafter,  the  iacred 
^*  book  of  tlie  Brahminsi,  &ys  Dow,  coa- 
^  tains  various  accounts  of  the  croadoo^ 
**  one  phi}ofop1iical,  liie  others  alkMrkaL 
'**  Th^  letter,  fays  he,  iiave  afbttUdamfic 
**  field  for  4lie  invention  of  the  BnhiaiM. 
**  From  t3ie  many  aliegoriad  iyftems  of 
•**  creation  Qontuned  in  the  Shafters,  many 
^  different  accounts  of  the  cofmogony  of  the 
"^  Hindoos  have  been  ppomulgated  in  £»- 
^'  rope,  fbn^e  travellers  adopting  one  iylttm^ 
-^^  fome  another."  From  this  confeffion  we 
are  led  to  infer,  tfiat  the  difi^orent  accomito 
«iven  by  our  modem  traveUers,  arife  frooa 
^sir  having  converfed  with  diffeFent  Brah- 
mins;  a  circumfbince  by  00  moans  fayotff- 
able  to  the  opinion  of  the  confi^ency  of  4ie 
moral  and  philofophically  Teligioos  fyfteno^ 
which  we  have  been  tdd  is  contained  in  the 
:facred  books  of  India.  If  we  cannot  be  fm 
warm  in  our  admiration  of  the  religious  phi- 
lofoj^iy  of  the  Hindoos,  as  (bme  late  wnten 
liave  been,  ibme  circumHancesof  thatpbiio- 
fbphy,  as  delivered  by  them4elves« 
lioped,  will  exculpate  our  coolnefs. 

The  facred  books  of  the  Hindoos 
written  in  a  dead  language,  the  Sanibric^* 
which  none  but  the  Brahmins  are  allowed  to 
ftudy.  So  ftridl  in  this  are  they,  fays  Mc 
Dow,  that  only  one  Mufielman  was  ever  in- 
ilru^ed  in  it,  and  his  knowledge  was  ob- 
tained by  fraud.  Mahummud  Akbart,  em- 
peror of  India,  though  bred  aMohammedan^ 
Hudied  fever^  religions.  In  the  chriftian 
lie  was  inftru^ed  oy  a ,  Portuguefe.  Bat 
dSoding  that  tOf  the  Hindoos  inaccefiible,  be 
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X  Bohovra. 

*•  This  Akbar  dhofe,  as  his  hfl  and  beft  religion,  to  worihip  the  liin.    While  he  performed  his  public 
devoirs  to  tliat  bright  .deity,  he  himfelfi  by  ills  tatn  osder,  was  4S0cihipjjMd  t^  tiie^rowd  ^cloiv*     See 
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But  fhould  my  lips  each  ^ond'rous  fcene  imfold. 
Which  your  glad  eyes  will  ibon  amazed  behold^ 
Oh,  long  before  the  various  tale  could  run. 
Deep  in  the  weft  would  fink  yon  eaftern  fun. 


t* 


liad  recourfe  to  art.  A  boy  of  parts,  named 
fmi»  W99f  as  ^  orphan  of  »  Brahmi]^ 
|H|t  ppdcr  ibe  care  of  one  of  the  mqft  emi- 
nent of  thefe  pUloibphers*  and  pbtaiae^ 
iuW  fcpMvledge  ^f  their  hidden  jeligioa* '  Bat 
ihe  ihuid  k^mg  4ifcsoirered,  he  was  laid  un- 
4^  the  leftraint  of  aa  x»th«  and  it  does  not 
Appear  that  he  ever  coaununicatedthe  Jcnowr 
le^  thus  aarairod. 

Tme  or  .faJfe,  thk  .fiofy,  which  is  finely 
lie]ieyed  in    (iindoftaiiy    fofficientiy  ihews 
4}ie  gtvat  C9xt  with  which  the/  conceal  their 
]te|iets»  jQf  whi^h  evcp  the  Mohanunedans^ 
their  maftersy  have  little  or  no  knowledee. 
JXiifevient  hom  every  other  fed,  the  Br3i- 
mine  admit  of  no  profelifes,  a  drcumfhui^ 
of  in^raUeHed  policy*    ^Some  may  ven&- 
late,  4}n  this  account^  the  wifdom  and  £i- 
csed^tb  of  their  dodlriaes.    £or  our  part 
^£  canpot  hielp  bdng  led,  by  this  very  cue, 
to  fuipoGb  that  there  i^  ibniething  extren^el^ 
^bfurd*  frivolous,  ^nd.childiflu  in  what  3fi 
thus  Teligioafly  eavolopod  in  th/e  veil   of 
^arknefs.     Were  analogy    allowed   us  in 
jtroof,   our  fufpicion  would  ^moant  to  an 
jiflertion.     The  facred  boqks^  or  Shakers, 
^urc  divided  itoto  four  fiedas  ;  the  firfl  con- 
tains ptincipally  the  fcieace  Kxf  divination^ 
the  fecond  treats  of  religious  and  moral  du- 
ties, the  third  the  rites  (^religion,  facrifices, 
|>enances,  ^c.  and  the  fporth,  the  know* 
ledge  of  .the  Good  Being;    and  contains, 
fays  our  author,  the  whole  fcience  of  theo- 
logy and  metaphyfical  philofophy. 

1  hu:.,  according  to  Mr.  Dow,  the  Brafh- 
anins  avow,  and  their  facred  book  contains, 
that  moil  defpicable  of  all  preteniions  to 
learning,  judicial  aflrology  4  that  mother  of 
fupcrflition  in  every  countr)',  that  engine  of 
villany,  by  which  the  p;i^fls  of  India,  and 
the  gypfies  of  England*  ijnpofe  on  t)ie  ere- 
4iulons  and  ignorant.  Nor  can  wc  paTs  un- 
4)brerved  the  rejection  of  the  fourth  Beda. 
JBy  its  fubjedl  it  feems  to  be  the  moil  valu- 
able of  ttie  whole,  except  the  ibcond.  Yet 
the  Brahmins,  fays  Mr.  Dow,  have  Jong 
t«je£led  it,  becaafe  the  Mohatnmedan  reU- 
fPiat^  diey  fay^  is  bocrowed  fiom  it.    Qb 
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die  fbppofition,  whicli  diey  |>retend«  that 
tl^eir  facned  ^books  were  didated  by  divine 
authority,  th«  rejection  of  apy  part  as  as  un- 
warrantable as  the  Teafim  for  rejedlinr  the 
ibiirth  Beda  is  fubmiffive  and  ridicmoua* 
Another  ihrewd  fufpicion  from  this  al|b 
jpifes«  The  Brahmips  reie6b  a  fomth  part  of 
their  facred  canon,  atid  they  have  ever  kept 
^e  whole  moft  carefully  concealed  from  the 
c^es  of  every  enquirer.  Who,  that  coniiders 
thefe  circumftancea,  can  heartily  believe  the 
j^retei^ed  antiquity  or  the  unadultei^ted  te:^ 
of  the  facred  records  of  India  i 

A  phiJoiopher,  named  Goutam,  wlio  liv^ 
^bout  4900  years  ago,  is  acknowledged  to 
liave  written  many  of  the  treatifes  which  ait 
jheld  /acred  by  the  Neadirfeii  {eQ. ;  a  fe2b, 
whoie  do&rines  are  pnofeffed  by  the  gene- 
;rality  ,of  the  Brahmins  of  Bengal,  and  of  the 
siortnem  provincea.  ^  This  pmlbfopher,  fays 
fi^r.  Dov^,  fiippoies  that  thei  Deity  never 
exerts  t)ie  power  of  ^  providence,  but  that 
he  remains  ip  eternal  refk,  taking  no  cqn- 
''  ccm  ndther  in  human  aflairs«  nor  in  the 
^*  coorfe  of  the  operations  of  Nature.  '*  This 
may  be  called  phuofophy,  but  this  article  in 
the  creed  of  X^outam  is  incompatible  with 
the  idea  of  religion^  die  philoTophical  de* 
iinition  of  which  is  certainly  thus,  J  defen^ 
iienct  on  tbi  Creator^  Jimilar  to  ipMt  if  a 
CbiU  OB  bis  Fatber^ 

**  The  learned  Braliniins.  fays  Ae  Colo- 
^*  ncl,  with  one  voice,  deny  ihc  exiftence 
of  inferior  divinities.  Their  polytheifm 
is  only  a  -fymbolical  wor(hip  of  the  divine 
attributes,  and  it  is  much  to  be  doubted, 
*'  whether  the  want  of  revelation  and  i>hi- 
'*'  loibphy,  thofe  neceflary  purifiers  JOire^ 
^  ligion,  ever  involved  ^y  nation  in  grQ(s 
''^  idolatry,  as  many  ignorant  zealots  have 

"  prc^enaed." •**  Under  the  name  of 

**  ^dmha,  they  worfhip  the  wifdom  and  cre- 
^'  ative  power  of  God ;  under  the  appellation 
**  of  Btihen,  his  providential  and  prptbrving 
^*  qudity ;  and  under  that  of  Shibah,  that 
**  attribute  which  tends  to  deftroy." 

-'^  Siibah*  iays  the  iam^  author,  among 
¥  many  •others  is  Juiow{^  V  ^^  9ames  gf 
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In  few,  all  wealth  from  China  to  the  Nile, 

All  balfams,  fruit,  and  gold  on  IndiaV  bofom  fmile; 

While  thus  the  Moor  his  faithful  tale  reveal'd. 
Wide  o'er  the  coaft  the  voice  of  Rumour  fweird ; 


**  Maholflury  the  Great  Demon ;  Bamdebo^ 
**  the  Frightful  Spirit;  and  Mohilla,  the 
"  Deftroyer." 

The  fame  authority  al(b  informs  us,  that 
they  ere£t  temples  to  Granefh,  or  Policy^ 
whom  they  worfhip  at  the  commencement 
of  any  dengn,  reprefented  with  the  head  of 
an  elejphant  with  only  one  tooth.  That  they 
worihip  Karticy  or  Fame ;  Cohere^  orWealth ; 
Sooraee,  or  the  fun  ;  Chunder,  or  the  moon; 
the  deities  of  water,  fire,  &c.  befides  an  innu- 
merable herd  of  local  divinities  *.  In  ano- 
ther place,  our  author  confefles  that  the  vul- 
gar revere  all  the  elements,  and  receive  as 
an  article  of  belief  every  holy  legend. 

An  account  of  the  celebrated  fe£l  of  the 
Brahmins,  and  an  enquiry  into  their  philo- 
fbphy,  are  undoubt^y  requifite  in  the 
notes  of  a  Poem  which  celebrates  the  difco- 
very  of  the  Eaflem  World;  of  a  poem 
where  their  rites  and  opinions  are  aecefla- 
xily  mentioned.  To  fet  the  fubje^  in  the 
deareft  and  moft  juft  view,  as  far  as  his 
abilities  will  ferve  him,  is  the  intention  of 
the  tranflator.  The  admirers  of  the  Hindoos 
philofophy  will  therefore  excufe  him,  ihould 
ne  venture  to  give  his  opinion  againft  the 
apology  for  the  polytheifm  of.  the  Brah- 
mins. To  call  it  only  a  fymboKcal  worfhip 
of  the  Divine  Attributes,  is  only  to  pre- 
fent  to  us  a  fpedous  ihadow,  which  will 


vanifh  on  the  flighteft  touch  of  examin  a6on» 
That  the  polytheifm  of  Egypt,  the 
worihip  of  dogs,  crocodiles,  and  onions^ 
was  only  a  fymbolical  Worihip  of  the  divine 
attributes,  has  been  often  faid,  and  with 
equal  judice.     For  our  part  we  can  difHn- 

fui/h  no  difference  between  the  worfliip  of 
anus  with  two  faces,  or  of  Brahma  with 
four.  The  philoibphers  of  Rome  were  as 
able  to  allegorife  as  thofe  of  India.  The 
apolo^  for  the  idolatry  of  the  Brahmins 
is  applicable  to  that  of  every  nation,  and» 
as  an  argument,  falls  nothing  (horcofthat 
of  a  learned  Arab,  who  about  the  eleventh 
century  wrote  a  treatife  to  prove  that  there 
never  was  fuch  a  thing  as  idolatrv  in  the 
world,  for  that  every  man  intendea  to  wor- 
fhip fome  attribute  of  the  divinity,  which 
he  believed  to  refide  in  his  idol. 

Nor  is  a  fentiment  of  Mr.  Dow  inappli- 
cable to  this  :  **  Let  us  reft  aflhred,  fays  he» 
'*  that  whatever  the  externa]  ceremonies  of 
religion  may  be,  the  felf  fame  infinite 
Being  is  the  obje&  of  univerfal  adora- 
"  tion."  Yet  whatever  the  metaphyfidan 
may  think  of  this  ingenious  refinement,  the 
moral  philofbpher  will  be  little  pleafed  with 
it,  when  he  confiders  that  the  vulgar,  that 
is  ninety-nine  of  every  hundred,  are  utterly 
incapable  of  pra£tifing  their  idolatry,  ac- 
cordmg    to    this  philofbphical   definition 


*  Perimal,  who,  according  to  fome  of  their  holy  legendt,'wal  the  fon  of  a  cow,  was  worfliipped  at  a  god 
in  the  kingdom  of  Narfinga.  Near  the  city  of  Prcfcti  was  a  wood  full  of  apes,  efteemed  of  a  divine  race, 
and  of  the  hou(ho!d  of  Perimal,  in  whom  fome  tboufands  of  the  gods  had  uken  refuge.  In  the  city  of  Ci- 
dambaram  was  a  (lately  temple  ere£led  to  one  of  thefe  apes,  named  Hanimakt.  Being  threatened 
with  fome  danger,  Hanimant  put  himfolf  at  the  head  of  many  thoufand  of  hit  brother  gpds,  and  led 
them  to  the  fea  fide  ^  where  finding  no  (hip,  he  took  a  leap  into  the  ocean,  and  an  ifland  immediately 
rofe  under  hiufeet.  At  every  leap  the  miracle  was  repeated,  and  in  this  manner  he  brought  hit  divine 
brotherhood  aJk(life  to  the  iiland  of  Ceylon.  A  tooth  of  Hanimant  was  kept  there  as  a  facred  relick,  and 
many  pilgrimag^  wtfre  made  to  vifit  it.  In  is 54,  the  Portuguefe  made  a  defcent  on  that  ifland,  and 
among  other  things  feized  the  holy  tooth.  The  Indian  princes  (fays  Linfchoten,  c.  44.)  offered  700,000 
ducats  in  ranfom,  but  by  the  perfuafion  of  the  archbishop,  the  Portuguefe  viceroy  burned  it  in  the  pre* 
fence  of  the  Indian  ambafiddors.  A  Banian,  however,  had  the  art  to  perfuade  his  countrymen  that  be 
was  invifibly  prefent  when  the  Portuguefe  burnt  the  tooth,  that  he  had  fecreted  the  holy  one,  and  pot 
another  in  its  place,  which  was  the  one  committed  to  the  flames.  His  ftory  was  believed,  fays  our  an- 
thor,  and  the  king  of  Blfiiagar  gave  him  a' great  fum  for  a  toeth  which  he  produced  as  the  facred  relick. 
The  ftriking  relemblance  which  this  fable  of  the  apes  bears  to  the  Egyptun  mythology,  which  tells  ua 
that  theif  gods  had  taken  refuge  in  dogs,  crocodiles,  onions,  Avgs,  and  eve  a  im  titaas,  is  worthy  cS 
•biervition. 

That 
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As  firft  ibme  upland  vapour  ieems  to  float 
^rnall  as  the  fmoke  of  lonely  fhepherd  cot» 
Soon  o^er  the  <lales  the  rolling  darknefs  fpreadsj 
And  wraps  in  hazy  clouds  the  mountain  heads^ 


That  the  Zmmri/Bnihiiiinswitfa  one  Tmoe 
sAertdiere  is  bat  one  Supreme  God,  has 
been  acknowledged  by  ahnoft  all  modem 
travellers.     Xavier  himielf  confeflet  this^ 
and  teUs  us  from  the  authority  of  a  Brahmin, 
that  the  ten  commandments  made  a  part  of 
their  hidden  religion.    Bat  be  thdrmddem 
religion  what 'it  will,  the  Brahmins,  in  pub- 
lic, woHhip  and  teadi  the  worihip  of  idols, 
^o  give  an  account  both  of  the  popular  and 
^what  is  called  the  philofophical  relirion  of 
India,  is  the  porpofe  of  this  effay.    To  ab- 
itna  oar  view  therefore  from  the  popular 
pradiceof  'die  country,  and  to  indulge  the 
^itrit  of  encomium  on  the  enlareed  tenets  of 
the  learned  few,  is  not  here  to  oeexpeded. 
To  follow  this  method,  a  traveller  may  teH 
us  there  is  no  popery  at  Rome,  or  that  the 
olivine  miffion  0/  Mohammed  is  denied  at 
•Conftantineple,  becaufe  at  the  one  he  eon- 
verfed  with  «  deiflical  Bi!hop,or  it  the  other 
•widi  a  philofophical  Miifti.  However  pleafed 
•therefore  the  mctaphyfician  may 'be  with  in- 
genious refinement,   the  morailift  will  con- 
Sder,    that  the  queflion  is  not,  4iow  the 
^hilofopher  may  refine  upon  any   fyftem« 
Jbnt  how  the  people  will,  of  cenfequenee, 
pradtife  under  its  Inlluence.     And  on  this 
•view  alone,  he  will  pronounce  it  repre- 
henfible  or  commendable*    That  the  re- 
ligion of  the  Brahmins  is  hiehly  reprehen- 
iible  every  moralHl  muft  allow,    when  he 
confiders,  that  the  moft  unworthy  ideas  of 
the  Divinity,  ideas  deftru£live  of  morality, 
naturally  arife  from  idol  -worfhip  ;  and  the 
tval<nir,  it  is  every  where  confefled,  cannot 
avotd  the  abufe.     What  can  he  think  of  the 
piety  of  a  poor  fuperftitious  Indian,  when  he 
worfhips  the  Qkeat  Daemon,  the  Dellroyer, 
and  Frightful  Spirit?    Does  he  love  what 
:iie  worihips  ?  Andican  piety  eadft  where  the 


objed  of  adoration  Is  hated  ?  What  can  the 
moralift  think  of  the  Indian,  who,  upon  re- 
ligions principles,   drowns  himfelf  in  the 
Ganges,  or  throws  iwnfelT  under  the  wheels 
of  his  paeod's  chariot,  to  be  cruflied  to  death 
by  the  ndy  load^  The  duties  we  owe  to  our 
relatives  in  particcdar,  and  to  focietv  in  ee« 
neral,  the  Author  of  Nature  has  impoled 
upon  us  by  an  indifpenfible  canon.     Yet 
Ihefe  duties  by  the  pious  iuidde  are  reftifed 
(m  the  principles  of  the  weakeft  fuperftidon. 
Nor  can  the  mordift  view  the  dreaoRil  aufte- 
rities  to  -which  the  Brahmin   philofophers 
ibbnrit  themfeives  in  any  other  light.  He  who 
fixes  his  eyes  on  Ins  nofe  dll  lie  can  fee  ia 
no  other  diredion ;  he  who  clenches  his  fift 
till  the  nails  grow  out  at  the  back  of  his 
hand;  and  he  v^o  twifts  his  neck  about* 
till  his  face  is  fixed  unalterablv  backward ; 
(three  modes  of  penance  mentioned  by  Mt. 
Dow)  and  he  who  drowns  himfelf  at  once, 
eouaU^^ncapacitate  themfeives  4br  the  duties 
of  fociety.    Nor  ought  other  parts  of  the 
Brahmin  fuperftition^  in  our  examination  of 
their  tenets  and  praAifes,  to  be  here  omitted* 
From  the  concurrent  jiccounts  of  many  tra- 
vellers who  underilood  their  language,  and 
conver(ed  with  the  **  Brahmins,' among  many 
other  mod  abfurd  rites,  we  are  informed  that 
they  pay  a  fiiperftitious  regard,  and  afcribe 

freat  holinefs  to  the  aflies  of  burned  cow- 
ung4  that  they  perfuade  the  people  that 
their  idols  eat  and  drink,  and  for  this  purpofe 
extort  contributions  from  the  multitude ;  and 
for  thispurpofe  too,  proftitution  is  enjoyned, 
and  the  price  of  it  received  from  the  hands  of 
poor  women.  If  all  this  is  not  grofs  ido- 
latry, nothing  ever  tranfaded  on  earth  caa 
deferve  the  name. 

If  we  may  be  allowed  to  cBgrefs  a  little 
.from  the  Aibjed  of  the  Brahmins,  theAtl- 


•  Abraham  Roger,  In.  particular,  He  lived 'fifteen  jtan  among  the  Br^bmini,  aadwai  in  intimate  friend- 
.Ihip  with  one  of  them,  named  Fadmanaha,  He  jeturned  to  Holland  in  1647,  where  he  pabiidied  his 
writings,  which  ptore  him  to  have  been  a-learaed  man,  and  a  diligent  enquirer.  Of  ^ia  good  feofe  let  oat 
'!fanciment  bear  teftinaoBj.  **  Can  we  believe,  faya  be,  that  there  is  a  genecoM  -iphrit  riding  in  a  people 
*^  who  for  two  or  three  ihouiand  yean  hare  placed  >the  grcateft  degree  of  faadity  and  prndeoae  in  half 
***  ftarving.themieWes,  and  in  depriv^  tbemielTes  of  the  lawful  coovenienciea  of  life  ?  Yet  foch  aafterittss 
«^  avem^tbt  chief  emplojfmeuts  jof  .the  ancient  JSrjuhmatut^  tad  att  aov  of  the  gndaaMrjmim*** 

my 
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The  leaflefs  foreft  and  th^  litfladft  Ifea  i 

And  wide  its  black  wlirgs-  hover  o'er  the  fea : 

The  tear-dropt  bbiigh  Hangs  weeping  in  tHe  v4lc. 
And  diftant  naVi6S  ttzt  the  miA-wet  fail. 


lity  of  our  refined  apology  for  idohtrywiU 
(till  appear  in  a  ftronger  light.     What  will 
the  definition  avail  in  the  ballance  of  mora- 
lity»  when  all  the  inhuman,  impure,  and 
immoral  rites  of  idolatry  are  laid  in  the  Other 
icale  ?  PaleiUne,  Tyre,  and  Carth2U[|ie  made 
their  children  **  pafs  through  the  nre  uilio 
**  Moloch ;"    and   haman  facrificea   have 
prevailed  at  one  time  or  other  in  every  land. 
No  philoibphers  ever  entertained  fublimet 
ideas  of  the  Divinity,   apd  of  the  human 
fool»  than  the  antient  Druids.    Yet  what 
ih.all  we  think  of  the  H^tchr  Man  /  A  gi- 
gantic figure !  the  body,  each  leff  and  arm 
was  a  mail,  to*  which  an  hundred  or  more 
human  vidimB  were  bound  with  wicker. 
When  there  w^  a  deficiency  of  malefa£tpra 
or  prifoners  of  war,  the  innocent  helplefii 
were  feized,  that  the  horrid  facrifice  might 
be  complete.  When  all  the  rites  were  perform- 
ed>  the  fubllme  Druids  gave  the  hecatomb  to' 
the  flames,  b^  an  ofiering  grateful  to .  their 
^3d$i  as  tl&e  aiTurance  of  protedtion*.     la 
&  mod  poliflied  ages  of  antient  Greece 
and  Rome,  the  rites  of  religion  were  often 
highly  immoral,  bafely  impure.    To  men- 
tion any  particular  would  be  an  infiilt  to  the 
fcholar.     Impurities  which  make  the  blood 
recoil,  which,  like  Swift,  make  one  deteft 
the  ITaJ^ao  fjpecies,  are  a  part  of  the  religious 
ixiernals  of  many  barbarous  tribes.     A  cita* 
tion  from  Baumgarten's  travels,  as  quoted 
by  Mr.  Locke,    h^re  offers  itfelf.     ''  Inr 
*^  fuper  fandum  ilium,  q^uem  eo  loco  [in 
**  '^iyP^^  vidimus,  publiatus  apprime  com- 
**  mendari,  eum  efie   homtnem    fan^mni 
divini^m   a  integritate   prscipuiim;    eo 
quod,    nee   focminarum    unquam   efiet, 
**  nee  pu^rorum,    (eA.  tantuminodo   afela- 
**  mm  cuncubitor  atqoe  malarum."   De- 
cency will  allow  no  tranilation  of  thiy.    Ill 
a  word,  where  idolatry  is  pra^fed,  whether 
in  the  churches  of  Rome,  or  in  the  temples  of 
Brahma,   the  con&quences  are  felt,  and  a 
remedy  is  wanted  :  the  vulgar  are  grofs  ido- 


lators  I  the'  wifer  part  fee  the*  dieat,  and 
become  aimoft  indifferent  to  every  tie  of  re- 
ligion. 

To  all  this  let  it  be  added,  that  as  Mr. 
Holweirs  Ahd  Mr.  Dow's  Brahmins  did  not 
give  the  fame  accoumts  of  their  hidden  reli- 
gion to  theie  gentlemen ;  (o  it  is  an  obfer- 
vadon  founded  OA  experience,  that  the  zea- 
lot of  any  fed,  in  riving  an  accomit  of  his 
religion  to  one  who  knows  nothing  about  it, 
will  give  every  circmnfiance  the  oeft  g|[o(s, 
and  Sx^ln  every  feature,  as  much  as  pomble, 
to  a  confiDrmity  to  this  ideas  of  his  intelligent 
friend.    In  thiS'  manner  Jofephu^,  a  man  of 
Heat  abilities,  wrote  his  hiflcry  of  the  Jews. 
He  has  altered,   fupprefifed,  gtofled,   and 
falfified,  on  pMrpofe '  to  adopt  the  manners 
and  opinions  of  his  countrymen,  as  much  as 
pofilble,  to  the  tafte  of  the  Creek  and  Rod- 
man philofophers.    In  the  fame  manner, 
we  believe,  it  may  be  afTerted,  that  every 
jefiut  behaves,  when  he  defends  popery  in 
cpnverfation  with  an  intelligent  difienter 
irom  the  church  of  Rome,  who  has  the  art 
to  appear  isiorant  of  the  dodrines  of  th^ 
papacy,  and  of  the  writers  of  that  commn* 
nion.     One  may  often  meet  with  a  feniibl^ 
papift,  who  either  from  ignorance  of  the 
hiKory  of  his  own  religion,  or  from  prejudice 
in  its  favour,  will  very  confidently  deny  the 
horrid  cruelties,  fuperftitions,  and  villanoos 
aits  of  Holy  Church  ;  thofe  intrigiies  and 
tranfa£lioAS  which  form  the  principal  part 
of  the  hiHory  of  Eumpe  during  fix  or  feven 
moitkiih  centuries.     Yet  what  wife  man 
¥fill  upon  fudi  evidence  rejed  the  tefHmony 
of  ages.  Theallufionisapt^  and  the  inference 
is  the  fame.  Every  one,  whoiB  acquainted  widi 
the  hiftory  of  the  human  mind,  knows  what 
an  alteradon  in  the  manners  of  that  mod 
xbigotted  p60fle  the  Jews^'was  i^itroduced  by 
the  Babylonian  ^  captivity.    Before  that  pe- 
riod amazingly  dull  and  ftupid,  after  their 
return  from  Aiiyria  they*  began'  to  philo- 
fophize.    The  (uperfiition  and  idolatry  of 


*  To  have  repreftnted  the  Devil  en  a  nei^heuring  mduAisiif,  deKg;hteti  with  the'  yeUs  and  fteam  ot 
thh  fiitrlAce,  would  have  been  an  incident  worthy  of  the'  Paradift  U>ft,  and  might  have  come  in  excel:- 
tent  pIsFce,  had  the  great  anthor  continued  the  viflcUs  of  the  elevench^  in  place  of  the  far  inferior  oarratit^ 
•f  the  twelfth  book. 

the 
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So  Fame  increafing,  loudiand  louder  grew. 

And  to  the  fylvan  camp  rcfoundlng  flew ;. 
A  lordly  band,  (he  cries,  of  wadike  mien» 

Of  face  and  garb  in  India  never  feen. 


the  modem  Brahmins  have  certsunly,  in 
the  fame  manner,  received  great  improve- 
ment of  features  from  the  converfation  of 
Europeans,  whofe  example,  however  other- 
wife  vicious,  could  not  fail  to  convince  them 
of  the  abfurdity  of  fuch  mental  weaknefs. 
The  horrible  cuftom  of  burning  the  wives 
with  the  corpfe  of  the  deceafed Jiufband,  is 
now,  fays  Mr.  Dow,  in  difaie.  From 
whence  the  late  alteration  ?  Not  furely  from 
any  text  of  their  bMen  facred  canon,  which 
they  pretend  i»  have  enjoyed  fo  many  thou- 
fand  years  *. 

By  the  light  of  all  thefe  confiderations  it 
will  appear,  that  the  accounts  of  the  fu- 
pexflition  and  idolatry  of  the  Brahmins, 
which,  till  lately  were  received,  were  by 
no  means  without  foundation.  And  in- 
deed it  were  an  unparallelled  circumfbmce, 
were  the  concurrent  teflimony  of  the  moft 
authentic  writers  and  intelligent  travellers 
of  the  1 6th  and  17th  centuries,  to  deferve 
no  credit.  The  difference  of  the  religious 
legends,  by  thefe  writers  afbribed  to  the 


Indians,  is  fairly  accounted  fw  by  Mr. 
Dow;  by  whom  alfo,  as  juft  cited,  every 
charge  of  fuperftitioa  is  virtually  confirmed. 

Two  cardinal  points  of  the  philofophy  of 
the  Brahmins  remain  to  be  mentioned.  They 
hold  that  difTolutions  of  the  univerfe,  and 
new  creations,  at  certain  periods,  fhall  fuc- 
cced  one  another  to  all  eternity! .  Of  me 
human  foul  they  fay,  that  after  various  tranf^ 
mimtions  and  purifications,  it  fhall  be  ab- 
forbed  in  the  D'eitv  and  confcioufnefs  lofl  in 
blifs.  By  this  unintelligible  fublimity,  we 
are  put  in  mind  of  fome  of  the  reverie^  of  a 
Shaftefbury  or  aMalebranche ;  but  wild  ima- 
ginations are  the  growth  of  every  country. 

Normnft  the  religions  fea  of  the  Fakier 
be  omitted.  Thefe,  according  to  Mr.  Dow, 
are  a  fet  of  fbirdy  beggars,  who  admit  any 
ruffian  of  good  parts,  to  join  them  ;  and, 
under  pretence  of  religious  pilgrimages,  ram- 
ble about  in  armies  of  ten  or  twelve  thoufand 
men.  The  country  people  fly  before  them, 
leaving  their  goOas  and  their  wives,  (who 
efleem  it  a  holinefs  to  be  embraced  by  a 


*  Nay,  a  text  of  the  facred  Sbafter  plainly  encourages  the  horrid  pradice.  "  The  woman  who  diet 
**  with  her  hufband,  ftiall  enjoy  life  eternal  with  him  in  heaven.**  Feeble  minds,  fays  Mr.  Do>y/  mif- 
interpreted  thii  into  a  precepts  To  thofe  howcvisr  who  are  uoflulled  in  cafuiftry,  no  admonition  can 
be  more  obvious. 

t  According  to  Joannes  Oranus,  the  Brahmins  of  Agra  fay,  that  the  world  fhall  laft  four  ages  or 
worlds,  three  whereof  are  paft.  The  firft  continued  one  million  ftrven  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
thouiand  years.  Men  in  that  world  Jived  ten  thoufand  years,  were  of  enormous  Aature,  and  of  great 
integrity.  Thrice  in  that  period  did  God  vifibly  appear  upon  the  earth.  Firfl  in  the  form  of  a  Afh,  that 
he  might  recover  the  book  of  Brahma  (for  abnojl  tie  Jitmt  Ugend^  f§e  Bvto)  which  one  Caufaear  had  thrown 
into  the  fea.  The  fecond  time  in  the  form  of  a  fnail,  (See  Dowi  sccouniof  the  jymMicdl  rtfreftntatiwt  of 
Brahma)  that  he  might  make  the  earth  dry  and  folid.  The  other  time  like  a  hog,  to  deftroy  one  who 
called  himfelf  God,  or  as  others  fay,  to  recover  the  earth  from  the  fea,  which  had  fwallowed  ir.  The 
fecond  world  lafted  one  million  ninety^two  thoufand  and  Cix  years,  in  which  period  men  were  as  tall  as 
before,  but  only  lived  a  thoufand  years.  In  this,  God  appeared  four  times,  once  as  a  monftrous  lion, 
with  the  lower  parts  of  a  woman,  to  reprefs  the  wickedaefs  of  a  pretender  to  deity.  Secondly,  like  a 
poor  Brahmin,  to  punifh  the  impiety  of  a  king  who  had  invented  a  method  to  fly  to  heaven.  Thirdly, 
he  came  in  the  likenefs  of  a  man  caJled  Parcaram,  to  refvenge  the  death  of  a  poor  religious  man.  And 
laftly  in  the  likenefs  of  one  Ram,  who  flew  Parcaram.  The  third  continued  eight  handled  and  four 
thovfand  years,  in  which  time  God  appeared  twice.  The.fourth  world  ihall  endure  four  hundred  ctioufand 
years,  whereof  only  four  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  ninety-two  are  elapfed.  In  this- period  God  is  to 
appear  once,  and  fome  hold  that  he  has  already  appeared  in  the  perfon  of  the  emperor  Ethekarj  the 
hme  Mahummud  Akbar  already  mentioned.  The  wifer  part  of  the  Brahmins,  fays  Oranus,  decry  the 
abfurdity  of  thefe  fables,  yet  fapport  them  before  the  multitude,  left  their  influence,  their  wealth  and 
iiiperftition,  fliould  vanilh  together.  That  thefe  fables  are  very  antient,  we  have  the  authority  of  Strabo, 
woo  tells  us  that  Calanus  told  Oneflcritus  of  a  golden  world,  where  the  fountains  ftreamed  with  milk, 
honey,  wine,  and  oil,  and  where  the  wheat  was  as  plentiful  as  duft;  that  God  had  in  puniOimient  of 
human  wickednefs  altered  it,  and  impofed  a  life  of  labour  on  men.  Oneflcritus  was  willing  to.  hear 
farther,  but  one  of  the  Brahmin  penances  bein^ertjoyned  as  the  condition,  the  Greek  philofjpher  was 
oontented  with  what  he  had  heard. 

Q^q  Fakier; 
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Of  tongue  unknown,  through  gulphs  undared  bcforot 
Unknown  their  aim,  have  reached  the  Indian  fhore« 
To  hail  their  Chief  the  Indian  Lord  prepares. 
And  to  the  fleet  he  fends  his  bannered  Nayres  : 
As  to  the  bay  the  nobles  pre&  along. 
The  wondering  city  pours  th'unnunibcr*d  throng. 
And  now  brave  Gam  a  and  his  iplendid  train^ 
Ilimfelf  adorn'd  in  all  the  pride  of  Spain^ 
f n  gilded  barges  flowly  bend  to  fhore^ 
While  to  the  lute  the  gently-falling  oar 
Now  breaks  the  furges  of  the  briny  tide,  ,. 

And  now  th&  ftrokee  the  cold  frefii  ftream  divide* 
Pleafed  with  the  fplendour  of  the  Lufian  band# 
On  every  bank  (Jbe  crowded  thouiands  (land. 
Begirt  with  high-plumed  nobles,  by  the  flood 
The  firft  great  Minifter  of  India  ftood. 


WJkici)  to  tiieiaeny  and  Itift  of  thefe  villaiiM. 
The  prayers  of  a  Fakier  are  hig^yefteemed^ 
4ind  often  implored,  in  cafes  of  ilerility. 
The  wife  and  the  Pakier  retire  together  to 
prayer,  a  iignal  is  left  that  the  Pakier  is 
witn  die  lady^  and  a  foand  dnibbing  is  the 
Teward  (hould  the  hoAand  dare  to  intermpt 
their  devotions. 

We  cannot  ^ni(h  this  note,  long  at  it 
is,   without   obferving  the  vaft  fimilarity 
whidi  obtains    among   all    barbarous  na- 
tions.   When  the  Portuguefe  admiraly  Pe- 
dro de  Cabral,  difcovered  the  Brazils,  he 
found  a  £tGt  of  religionifts  called  Pages^ 
^ho   were  venerated  in   the  lame  man- 
ner as  the  Fakiers   of  India«    ^*  Hi  quih- 
'  iunqui  'veniunt^  fays  Oibnus,  fummo  omnium 
flaufu  recipiuntur^    &c.     Wherever    thcfc 
come,  they  are  received   with  the  londeft 
acclamations,  the  ways  are  crowded,  verfes 
iiing  to  the  mufic  of  the  country,  and  dances 


are  perfermed  before  (bem.  The  moft  bea«- 
tifiil  women,  whether  virgins  or  wives,  aie 
Submitted  to  their  embi^oes.  Opimtmtww^ 
MMsm  mifiri^  fiillos  pla^atos  babuiriutj  omnia 
fibi  feticiter  eventura  ;  for  thefe  wreCcheA 
isnorants  believe,  that  if  they  can  pleafe 
meie  men«  every  thing  will  happen  well  tm 
•ihem." 

To  tsondode  :  The  writers  who  hive 
treated  of  the  miflion  of  Xavier,  relate,  that 
there  is  extant  in  India  the  watiags  of  % 
Malabar  poet,  who  wrote  nine  hnncued  epU 
^ms,  each  confifting  of  eight  verfo,  is 
ridicule  of  the  woHhip  of  me  Brahminat* 
whom  he  treats  with  great  afperity  and  con- 
tempt. Wouki  anjr  c?OHr  diligent  enqnireim 
jJter  oriental  karmng  fiivour  the  M>Kc  widi 
an  authentic  account  of  the  works  of  dita 
jK)et  of  Malabar,  he  would  undoubtedly 
confer  a  fingular  favour  on  the  republic  of 
letteau 

The 
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The  Catual  his  mmt  in  India's  tongue  ; 
To  Gam  A  fwift  the  lordly  Regent  ipruag  ; 
His  open  arms  the  yalLant  Chief  enfold. 
And  now  he  lands  him  on  the  (hore  of  gold  : 
With  pomp  unwonted  India's  nobles  greet 
The  fearlefs  heroes  of  the  warlike  fleet. 
A  couch  on  fhoulders  bomej,  in  India's  mode. 
With  gold  the  canopy  and  purple  glow'd. 
Receives  the  Lufian  captain  s.  equal  rides 
The  lordly  Catual,  and  onward  guides^  ^ 

While  Gama's  train,  and  thoufands  of  t^e  throng 

Of  India's  fons,  encircling  pour  alo^ig.  ' 

To  hold  difcourfe  in  various  tongue^  they  try  ; 

In  vain ;  the  accents  unremembered  die 

Inftant  as  utter'd.      Thua  on  Babel's  ^ain 

Each  builder  heard  his  mate,  and  lieard  ia  vain. 

Gama  the  while,  and  India's  fecond  Lord, 

Hold  glad  dialogues,  as  the  various  <vord 

The  faithful  Moor  unfolds.     The  city  gate 

They  paft,  and  onward,  towered  in  fumptuous  ftate. 

Before  them  now  the  facred  temple  rofe  ; 

The  portals  wide  th^  fculptured  fhrines  diiclofe« 

■ 

The  Chiefs  advance,  and,  entered  now,  behold 
The  gods  of  wood^  cold  ftone,  and  fhining  gold; 
Various  of  figure,  and  of  various  face. 
As  the  foul  Demon  wiU'd  the  likenefs  bafe. 

Q^q  a  Taught^ 
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Taugkt  to  behold  the  rays  of  ^godhead  fixine 
Fair  imaged  in  the  human  face  divine^ 
With  facred  horror  thriird^  the  Lufians  viewed 

The  xnorifter  forms,  Chimcra-»'likc  and  '^  rude: 
Mere  ipreading  horns  an  -human  vifage  bore  ; 

So  frown'd  ftern  Jove  in  Lybia^s  fane  of  yore. 

....      '    *     *        .     •*.'". 
"^Oneiodj  here  two  varibus  faces  rear^!3'j 

M 

:S6  ancient  Janus  o'erlxis  flirine  ^ppeaf  d^ 
-An  hundred  arms  another  brandifh'd  wide^ 
So  Titan'fi  £bn  the  race  (Jf  hie^eh  '  dfefy *d. 
And  here  a  dog  his  fnarling  tufks  diiplky*d  ; 
Anuhis  *thus  in  Memphis^  hallowed  fiiade 

ft 

Crrinn*il  horrible.  With  vik  prc^rations  l^w 
iBdfore  thefeihdnes  the -blinded  Indians  '^bow. 
And  now  again  <the  f|f>kndid  pomp -proceeds  ^  . 
*Td  India's  Lord  the  haughty  Recent  ljsad&. 


*  Tht  mmjitr  forms^  X^himera-like^  and 

*Tude.    Chimera,  a  monfler  flain*bj'Bellen)- 

^phoa. 

Firft,  dire  Chinera'i  conquefl  wn  enjpynV, 
A  mingled  monfter  of  no  mortal  -kind  ; 
^Behind  a  dragon's  fiery  tail  was  fprca^, 
A  goac*s  rough  body  bore  a  lion*8  hetd  j 
Her  pitchy  noHriJs  flaky  flames  expire, 
iiier  gapiag  throat  emits  infernal  iire.  - 

Pope's  U.vvj, 

• «  S»  TWflw'j  y&«i— Bnareos* 

^  Before  tbefe  Jhrines  the  blinded  Indrans 

rbo*w.^^ln  diis  iDihmce,*.Cai]i|o^s  has  with 

.'great  art  deviated  f rom  th&  tcuth  of  hiftory. 

.  Af  it  was  the  great  ^ urpQfe  ef  Kis  hero  to 

^propagate  the » law  of  heaven  iir  the  £aft,  it 

would  have  been  highly  abfiini  to  have^epre- 

(fentedGama  and  his  attendants  .as  on  Iheir 

^knees  in  a  Pagan  temple.    HThk,  however* 

vwas  the  cafe.     **  Gama*  who  had  beentold* 

kil^rsrOfont»>  that  ^ere  were  many Xhriftians 

ikS  tl|uua»  \onjedared:that  Jthe  tem^,  'U^ 


vvhich  the  Catual  led  him,  was  a  ChrnGoi 
xhurch.  At  their  entrance  they  wece  met  ^ 
,ipar  priefts,  who  Teemed  to  make  crofle&oo 
^heir ' foreheads.  -The  waUs  were  painted 
^"with  many  images.  Jn  the  middle  was  a 
•^little  round  chapel,  >in  the  wall  of  whidiy 
-oppoiite  to  the  entrance,  ftood  an  image 
V  which  could  Jiardly  be  di&overed. ;  Erat  enim 

locus  if  a  ah  omni  Jolts  radio  feclufus^  ut  vix 
.  aliquis,mal(gmt  luersjflenr'or  in  eampeneNtareU 

.The  four  priefls  afcending,  fome  entered  the 
.'chapel  by^  alittietbraik  door,  -and  pointing 
Lto  die  benighted  image,  cried  alondQ  Mary^ 

Marjt.  The  Catual  andhi»  attendants  proJP- 
ctrated  themfelveson  the  ground,  while  the 
Xufians  *  on  their  bended  knees  adored  the 
rbleiTed  virgin.   Firginem^  Dei  matrem  mert 

fioftris  ujttato  venerantur^^*     Thiis  Ofoiinu 

iAnother-writer  fays,  *that  a  Porttigaefe  hav- 
fingwibme.idoubt  exclaimed^  If -this  be  the 
iDevil2&  imajgc*  S  however  worihip  God. 
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To  view  the  glorious  Leader  of  Ae  fleet 
Increafing  thoufands  fwell  vo*cr  every  ftrcet  5 
High  o*er  the  Toofs  the  ftruggling  youths  arcen4f 
"The  hoary  fathers  o*cr  th^e  portals  hend, 
'The  windows  fparkle  with  the  female  blaze 
Of  eyes,  of  rubies^  and  the  diamond's  rjys* 
And  now  the  train  with  iolemn  Ibate  and  rflow. 
Approach  the  royal  gate,  ^through  many  a  row 
Of  fragrant  wood  walks,  and  -of  balmy  »bowers^ 
Hadiant  with  fruitage,  aver  gay  with  flowers. 
Spacious  the  dome  its  ;pillar'd  ^randour  iprea4» 
iNor  to  the  burning  -day  high  tower*d  the  head  j 
The  citron  groves  around  the  windows  glow'd. 
And  branching  palms  th^eir  grateful  ihade.beftowld; 
The  mellow  light  a  pleafing  radiance  cafl:  i 
The  marble  walls  Dardalian  iculpture  graced. 
Here  India's  fatc^  from  darteftjimes  of  •  old, 
Th£  wondrous  artift  on  the  ftone  inroU'd j 


•  Hire  Imfid's  fate^The  defcription  of  OM  Sttwn,  wkh  faii  crooked  fey  die  oa  hlAl 

itiie  palace  ^f  the  Zamerim.  fituated  among  ^od  lulu.,  that  led  the  colo»y : 

<     .  .  ,.  t'A       °  And  ancient  lanut  With  bM  double  lecc, 

-aromatic  wovcs,  is  according   to  hiftory  ;  ^^  ^^^^^  ^  ^eyt,  the  porter  of  theplaee. 

rthe   embcllifhment  of  the  walls  U  m  imita-  There  flood  Sabiaut,  planter  of  the  Tines,        jl 

tion  of  Virgil's  defcription  of  the  pabce  of  On  t  ibort  ptuning  hook  hk-head  recliaea^         '7 

IdnrLaldnus:  Asd  (UidiQyflyrarTeyshit^eaeiottS'winei.  * 

^  Then  warlike  kings.who  for  their  country  /ongbW 


Ttffum  augu/lum,  ut^eiu,  lentumfuhUme  columnih  And  honourable  woundt  from  battle  brought. 

Vrb€  fu.i  fumma,  &c,^  Around  the  po(!i1iung  helmett,  darts,  and  fpears  |  * 


'And  captive  chariots,  axes.  Aield9>  and  ban  j 


Ihc  paItoe4uilt  by  Picot^  Ta ft. and  proud,  '1        Aad  broken  >b0aka<of  fliips,  th»^ophiei  of  their 

Supported  by  a  hundred  pillars  (lo<>d  ]jt  wart 


I 

And  roMd  enconpafi'd  with  a  rifiog  wood.       '^  Above  the  reft,  as  chief  tff*aH.lbe  band  ^ 

The  pile  o*«look*^  the  town,  and  drew  the  fight,  Was  Picos  placed,  a  buckler  in  his  hand  4  S 

3Surpri'*d  at  once  with  reverence  aad  deli(;bt.  .  .  •.«  Jfis  other  waved  a  long  divining  wand«  '# 

tf  Above  the  portal,  carved  in  cedar  wood,  •Oirt'iji^iis  Gablngown  the Itero  fate ^-* 
aftUBodin  theiraaaks  their  godlike  gran'diiccs  iiood.  Da.yor  £n«  tii. 
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Here  o'er  the  meadows,  by  Hydafpes*  fttewn^ 
In  fair  array  the  marfhaird  legions  feem : 
A  youth  of  gleeful  eye  the  fquadrons  led. 
Smooth  was  his  cheek,  and  glow"d  with  pur  eft  red  / 
Around  his  fpear  the  curling  vine-leaves  waved  j 
And  by  a  ftreamlet  of  the  river  laved. 
Behind  her  founder  Nyfa's  walls  were  rear'd  • ; 
So  breathing  life  the  ruddy  god  appeared, 
Had'Semele  beheld  the  fmiling  boy. 
The  mother's  heart  had  proudly  heav'd  with  joy. 
Unnumbered  here  were  feen  th'Aflyrian  throng. 
That  drank  whole  rivers  as  they  march'd  along : 
Each  eye  fcem'd  earneft  on  their  warrior  queen. 
High  was  her  port,  and  furious  was  her  mien  i 
Her  valour  only  equalVd  by  her  luft ; 
Fall  by  her  fide  her  courier  paw'd  the  duft. 
Her  fon's  *  vile  rival ;  reeking  to  the  plain 
Fell  the  hot  fweat-drops  as  he  champt  the  rein. 
And  here  difplay'd,  moft  glorious  to  behold. 
The  Grecian  banners  opening  many  a  fold 


*  BibM  her  founder  Nj/a*t  mfoUs  mi§r$ 
reared'- 


'Ot  difiame^Str 


fbe  Ganges  laved  the  lAfide^extended  'woT'^ 
This  is  m  the  perfpedive  manner  of  the 
beandfid  deforiptioiis  of  the  figures  on  the 
iLield  of  Achilles.    Il  .  x v  i  x  i . 

'  Had  SemeU  beheld  the  fmling  hoj^-^* 
The  Theban  Bacchus,  to  whom  the  Gieek 
fabnlifts  afcribed  the  Indian  expedition  of 
Scfoftrii  or  Ofirif  king  of  Eg}rpt« 


t  Hierfiifs  nfih  ri'ual-'-'^Tht  infiuaout 
paffion  of  Semiramis  for  a  horfe,  has  all  thifc 
airof  a  fable  invented  hj  the  Greeks  to  fignify 
the  extreme  libidiny  or  that  queen.  Her  in- 
ceftuous  paffion  forherfon  Nynias,  however^ 
is  confirmed  by  the  teftuaony  of  the  bet  ao- 
thors.  Shocked  at  foch  an  horrid  amonr^ 
Nynias  ordered  her  to  be  pot  to  dtatk.  Cafi 
tera* 


Seem'd 
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Seem'xl  tj^itehhag  on  the  gak  j  At  dtftaoce  far 
The  Ganges  laved  ^e  wide-extcmied  war* 
Here  the  blue  marl^le  givies  the  helmets*  ^eaosw 
Here  from  th^  cuiras  ilioots  tbc  golden  betnu 
A  proud-cy'd  youth,  with  palms  unnumbered  gay. 
Of  the  bold  veterans  led  the  broiva  array  j 
Scornful  of  mortal  birth  coilhiin'd  he  rode. 
Called  Jove  his  falhcr  \  and  affumed  the  god^ 

While  dauntkis  Gama  and  his  train  f«nrey*4 
The  fculptured  walls^  the  lofty  Regent  faid ;; 
For  nobler  wars  than  thefe  you  wondering  fee 
That  s^nple  fpace  th*  eternal  fates  decree  ; 
Sacred  to  thefe  th'  unpidured  wall  remains^ 
Unconfcious  yet  of  vanquiih'd  India's  chains* 
AiTured  we  know  the  awful  day  fhall  come;. 
Big  with  tremendous  fate,  and  India's  doom* . 
The  fons  of  Brahma,  by  the  god  their  lire 
Taught  to  illume  the  dread  diviniflg  iirie. 
From  the  drear  manfions  of  the  dark  abodes 
Awake  the  dead,  or  call  th'  infernal  gods  i 
Then  round  the  flame,  while  glimmering  ghaftly  blue. 
Behold  the  future  fcene  arife  to  view. 
The  £bns  of  Brahma  in  the  magic  hour 
Beheld  the  foreign  foe  tremendous  lour  ^ 

^  CalPd  yovi  hts  fatJkiK.^'Thehon  mot  '**  This  hot-headed  yoadi>  fofiboA«  €BimQC 
tff  Olympiw  on  thk  preteniiim  of  heriba  •**  be  atreftaoleftlieeaibfloiliiieiaagQKrd 
j&lexaiidc^  was  adndicd  1^  ^  andents.     -^  with  Jmu''  4S^xjis.  Cmmx* 

Unknown 
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Unknown  their  tongue,  their  face,  and  ftrange  attire. 
And  their  bold  eye-balls  burn'd  with  warlike  ire : 
They  faw  the  chief  o'er  proftrate  India  rear 
The  glittering  terrors  of  his  awful  fpear.. 
But  fwift  behind  thefe  wintery  days  of  woe 
A  fpring  of  joy  arofe  in  livelieft  glow. 
Such  gentle  manners  leagued  with  wifdom  ceign*d 
In  the  dread  vidors,  and  their  rage  reftrain*d* 
Beneath  their  fway  majeftic,  wife,  and  mild. 
Proud  of  her  vigors'  laws  thrice  happier  India  fmiled. 
So  to  the  prophets  of  the  Magi  train 
The  vifions  rofe,^  that  never  rofe  in  vain* 


\ 


The  Regent  ceafed  ;  and  now  vnth  folemn  pace 
The  Chiefs  approach  the  regal  hall  of  grace. 
The  tapftried  walls  with  gold  were  pidlured  ^  o'er,. 
And  flowery  velvet  fprcad  the  marble  floor. 
In  all  the  grandeur  of  the  Indian  ftate 
^High  on  a  blazing  couch  the  Monarch  fate, 
With  ftarry  gems  the  purple  curtains  (hined. 
And  ruby  flowers  and  golden  foliage  twined 
Around  the  filver  pillars  :  High  o'er  head 
The  golden  canopy  its  radiance  fhed  : 
Of  cloth  of  gold  the  fovereign's  mantle  (hone. 
And  his  high  turban  flamed  with  precious  ftone. 

^  The  tapftriei  tvmllj  nvitb  gold  ivire  fiSund  0 V, 

AndJhtJHry  nnlwi  ffread  the  marilejbor.       .      Accordmg  to  OforiiU. 

Sublime 
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Sublime  and  awful  was  his  fapient  mien. 
Lordly  his  pofturc,  and  his  brow  fcrene. 
An  ho'ary  fire  fubmifs  on  bended  knee^ 
(Low  bow*d  his  head,)  in  India's  luxury, 

f 

A  leaf  \  all  fragrance  to  the  glowing  tafte. 
Before  the  king  each  little  while  replaced. 
The  patriarch  Brahmin,  foft  and  flow  he  roft. 
Advancing  now  to  lordly  Gam  a  bows. 
And  leads  him  to  the  throne ;  in  filent  ftate 
The  Monarch's  nod  afiigns  the  Captain's  feat ; 
The  Luiian  train  in  humbler  diftance  ftand  : 
Silent  the  Monarch  eyes  the  foreign  band 
With  aWful  mien ;  when  valiant  Gama  broke 
The  folemn  paufe,  and   thus  majeftic  fpoke ; 

From  where  the  crimfbn  fun  of  evening  laves 
His  blazing  chariot  in  the  weftern  waves, 
I  come,  the  herald  of  a  mighty  King, 
And  holy  vows  of  lafting  friendfhip  bring 
To  thee,  O  Monarch,  for  refounding  Fame 
Far  to  the  weft  has  borne  thy  princely  name. 
All  India's  fovcreign  thou !  Nor  deem  I  fue,  . 
Great  as  thou  art,  the  humble  fuppliant's  due. 
Whate'er  from  weftern  Tagu$  to  the  Nile, 
Infpires  the  monarch's  wifti,  the  merchants'  toil, 

1  A  i^tf/.— The  Betel. 

R  r  From 


x 
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From  where  the  north-ftar  gleams  o'er  fcas  of  froft. 
To  Ethiopia's  utmoft  burning  coaft. 

Whatever  the  fea,  whatever  the  land  beftows. 
In  my  great  Monarch's  realm  unbounded  flows. 
Pleafed  thy  high  grandeur  and  renown  to  hear. 
My  Sovereign  offers  friendihip's  bands  lincere : 
Mutual  he  afks  them,  naked  of  difguiie. 
Then  every  bounty  of  the  fmiling  Ikies 
Shower'd  on  his  (hore  and  fhine,  in  mutual  flow. 
Shall  joyful  Commerce  on  each  ihore  beftow. 
Our  might  in  war,  what  vanquifh'd  nations  fell. 
Beneath  our  fpear,  let  trembling  Afric  tell ; 
Survey  my  floating  towers^  and  let  thine  ear. 
Dread  as  it  roars,  our  battle  thunder  hear. 
If  friendfhip  then  thy  honefl  wifli  explore. 
That  dreadful  thunder  on  thy  foes  (haH  roar. 
Our  banners  o'er  the  crimfon  field  fhall  fweep. 
And  our  tall  navies  ride  the  foamy  deep. 
Till  not  a  foe  againft  thy  land  fhall  rear 
Th'  invading  bowfprit,  or  the  hoflile  fpear ; 
My  King,  thy  brother,  thus  thy  wars  fhall  join. 
The  glory  his,  the  gainful  harveft  thine. 

Brave  Ga-ma  fpake  :  the  Pagan  King  replies, 

* 

From  lands  which  now  behold  th«  morning  rife* 

While 
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While  eve's  dim  clouds  the  Indian  iky  enfold. 

Glorious  to  us  an  oiier'd  league  we  hold. 

Yet  fhdl  our  will  in  filence  reft  unknown. 

Till  what  your  laud,  and  who  the  King  you  own. 

Our  Council  deeply  weigh.     Let  joy  the  while. 

And  the  glad  feaft  the  fleeting  hours  beguile. 

Ah !  to  the  wearied  mariner,  long  toft 

O'er  briny  waves,  how  fweet  the  long-fought  coaft  ! 

The  night  now  ^darkens ;  on  the  friendly  fhore 

Let  foft  repofe  your  wearied  ftrength  reftorc, 

Aflurcd  an  anfwer  from  our  lips  to  bear. 

Which,  not  diipleafed,  your  Sovereign  Lord  fhall  hear. 

More  ^  now  we  add  not — From  the  hall  of  ftate 

Withdrawn,  they  now  approach  the  Regent's  gate ; 

The  fumptuous  banquet  glows;  all  India's  pride 

Heap'd  on  the  board  the  royal  feaft  fupplied. 

Now  o'er  the  dew-drops  of  the  eaftern  lawn 

Gleamed  the  pale  radiance  of  the  ftar  of  dawq. 

The  valiant  Gama  on  his  couch  repofed. 

And  balmy  reft  each  Lufian  eye-lid  clofedj;. 

When  the  high  Catual,  watchful  to  fulfill 

The  cautious  mandates  of  his  Sovereign's  win> 

In  fecret  converfe  with  the  Moor  retires. 

And,  earneft,  much  of  Lufus'  fons  enquires ; 

'  More  tivw  ijje  add  ma— Tke  tonor  of       and  Gamii,  is  according  to  die  truth  of 
tlus  iirft  conver(ation  between  the  Z^orim       hiftory. 

R  r  2  What 
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What  laws,  what  holy  rites,  what  monarch  fwa/d 
The  waflike  race  ?     When  thus  the  juft  Mozaide ; 

The  land  from  whence  thefe  warriors  well  I  know, 
(To  neighbouring  earth  my  haplefs  birth  I  owe) 
Illuftrious  Spain,  along  whofe  weftern  fhores 

Grey-dappled  eve  the  dying  twilight  pours,— 
A  wondrous  prophet  gave  their  holy  lore. 
The  godlike  Seer  a  virgin-tnother  bore, 
Th'  Eternal  Spirit  on  the  human  race. 
So  be  they  taught,  beftow'd  fuch  awful  grace. 
In  war  unmatched  they  rear  the  trophied  creft : 

What  "  terrors  oft  have  thrill'd  my  infant  breaft, 

« 

When  their  brave  deeds  my  wondering  fathers  told ; 
How  from  the  lawns,  where,  chryflalline  and  cold. 
The  Guadiana  rowls  his  murmuring  tide,, 

X 

And  thofe  where  purple  by  the  Tago's  fide,. 
The  lengthening  vineyards  gliften  o'er  the  field. 
Their  warlike  fires  my  routed  fires  expell'd : 
Nor  paufed  their  rage ;  the  furious  feas  they  braved, 
Nor  loftreft  walls,  nor  caftled  mountains  faved  j 
Round  Afric's  thoufand  bays  their  navies  rode. 
And  their  proud  armies  o*er  our  armies  trod« 

«  mat  terrors  ofi  have  thriWdit^  infant  HeavtH  fent you  hntfirjmt  griat  mmk  dnnm, 

iff fl/?— The   Cnthufiafm  with  which   Mon-  Jtndbeavmin^retwykrt^llymrfiKndtmhitjiim. 

zaida,  a  Moor,  talks  of  the  Portuguefe,  And  that  this  Moor  did  conceive  a  great  afiec- 

may  perhaps  to  fome    appear  uonatural.  don  to  Gama,  whoie  religion  he  embraced* 

Camoens  (eems  to  be  aware  of  this  by  and  to  whom  he  proved  of  the  ntmdlfer- 

^ving  a  jeafon  for  that  enthuiiafm  in  the  vicci  is  according  to  the  truth  of  hifbry. 


hrft  fpeech  of  Mozaida  to  Gama; 


Nor 
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Nor  Icfs,  let  Spaiii  through  all  her  kingdoms  own> 
O'er  Other  foes  their  dauntless  valour  ihone  : 
Let  Gaul  confefs^  her  mountain  ramparts  wildj^ 
Nature  in  vain  the  hoar.Pyrenians  piled- 
No  foreign  lance  could  e'er  their  rage  reftrauv 
Uaconquer'd  ftill  the  warrior  race  remain* 
More  would  you  hear, '  fecure  your  care  may  ti^uili 
The  anfwer  of  their  lips,  fo  nbbly  juft, 
Confcious  of  inward  worth,  of  manners  plain^ 
Their  manly  fouls,  the  gilded  Jy6  difdaio.. 
Then  let  thine  eyes  their  lordly  might  admire^ 
And  mark  the  thunder  of  their'  arms  of  fire  : 
The  fhore  with  trembling  hears  the  dreadful  found. 
And  rampired  walls  lie  fmoaking  on  the  ground. 
Speed  to  the  fleet ;  their  arts,  their  prudence  weigh, 

# 

How  wife  in  peace,  in  war  how  dread,   furvey,. 

With  keen  defire  the  craftful  Pagan  burned  y 
Soon  as  the  morn  in  orient  blaze  returned. 
To  view  the  fleet  his  fplendid  train  prepares ; 
And  now  attended  by  the  lordly  Nayres, 
The  fliore  they  cover,  now  the  oarfmen  fweep 
The  foamy  (urface  of  the  azure  deep : 
And  now  brave  Paulus  gives  the  friendly  hand,. 
And  high  on  Gama's  lofty  deck,  they  ftand* 

Bright 
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Bright  to  the  day  the  purple  fail^cloaths  glow. 
Wide  to  the  gale  the  filken  enfigns  flow; 
The  pidlured  flags  dUplay  the  warlike  ftrife  i 
Bold  feem  the  heroes  as  ini^ired  by  life. .     . 
Here  arm  to  arm  the  Angle  combat  ftrains^ 
Here  burns  the  combat  on  the  tented  plains 
General  and  flerc6;  the  meeting  lances  thrufl:. 
And  the  black  blood  feem^  fixnoaktng  on  the  duft. 
With  earnefl:  eye«  the!  wondering  Regent  views 
The  pidured  warriprs,  •  and  their  hiftory  foes. 
But  now  the  ruddy  juice,  fay  Noah  "  founds 
In  foaming  goblets  circled  fwiftly  round. 
And  o'er  the  deck  fwift  rofe  the  feftive  board  5 
Yet,  fmiling  oft>  refrains  the  Indian  Lord  : 
His  faith  forbade  with  other  tribe  to  join 
The  facred  meal,  eileeni'd  a  rite*  divine. 


"  —  tkc  ruddy  juke  by  Noak  found — 
•Gen.  ix.  20.  And  Hoah  Segau  to  hi  an  buf- 
haHdmatiy  and  he  planted  a  'vinejard^  and  be 
Jrank  of  the  nvinef  8cc. 

•  His /ait  h/cr  bade  nvith  other  tribe  toJ9in 
The  facred  meaU  efeem^d  a  rite  45rvwi<!.— 
The  opinion  of  the  facrednefs  of  the  table 
is  very  ancient  in  the  Eaft.  It  is  fhunly  Co 
i)e  difcovered  in  the  hiflory  of  Abraham. 
When  Melchizedek,  a  king  baA,  prieHj 
bleffed  Abraham,  it  is  faid.  And  he  brought 
forth  bread  and  ovine  and  he  blejji^  him. 
Gen.  xiv.  18.  The  Patriarchs '  only  drank 
wine,  fays  Dr.  Stukely,  on  their  more  io- 
lemn  fellivals,  when  they  were  faid  to  rejoice 
before  the  Lord,^  Other  cufloms  of  the  In- 
dians art  mentioned  by  Camoens  in  this 
book.  If  a  noble  (hould  touch  a  perfon  of 
anot^r  another  tribe* 


'A  thoufandritiSj  and  luafbings  ei^er  and  o*er 
Can  fear ci  his  tainied  purity  rt^ore. 

Nothing,  fays  Oforius*  but  the  death  of  the 
unhappy  commoner  can  wipe  olT  the*  pol- 
lution. Vet  we  are  told  by  the  fame  auchor» 
that  Indian  nobility  cannot  be  forfeited,  or 
even  tamilhed  by  the  bafeft  and  greatefl  of 
crimes ;  nor  can  one  of  meaiL  birth  become 
great  or  noble  by  the  moft  illufbious  adions. 
The  noblemen,  fays  the  fame  writer,  adopt 
the  children  of  their  fifUrs,  efbeming  thcro 
can  be  bo  other  certainty  of  the  felabenihtp 
of  their  heirs.  But  what  above  all  may  be 
called  tiie  chant^eriftic  of  Che  Kodaan,  is  his 
total  inieniibility  to  the  paflion  of  Love ; 

Loft  to  the  heart-ties 9  to  his  neighbour's  arim 
The  'wUHng  hufhand yields  hisfpoufe's  charms* 
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In  bold  vibrations,  thrilling  on  the  ear. 
The  battle  founds  the  Lufian  trumpets  rear  j 
Loud  burft  the  thunders  of  the  arms  of  fire, 
Slow^  round  the  fails  the  clouds  of  fmoke  afpire. 
And  rolling  their  dark  volumes  o'er  the  day 
The  Lufian  war,  in  dreadful  pomp,  difpky.. 
In  dcepelT:  thought  the  careful  Regent  weighed 
The  pomp  and  power  at  Gama's  nod  bewray'd,. 
Yet  feem'd  alone  in  wonder  to  behold 
The  glorious  heroes  and  the  wars  half  toldi 


/ 


To  ibme  perhaps  the  feeblenefs  of  the  con>- 
ftkudons  of  the  Gentoos  may  account  for 
this  apothy ;  and  to  feveral  circumftancesmay 
their  feeblenefs  be  attribated.  The  men  mar'- 
ry  before  fourteen  and  the  women  at  about 
ten  or  eleven.  Rice,  their  principal  {bod>  af- 
fords but  little  nourifhment,  and  they  are 
extremely  averfe  to  any  manly  exercife.  It 
is  better  to  fit  than  to  walk,  they  fay,  to  lie 
down  than  to  fit.  to  fleep  than  to  wake, 
and  death  is  better  than  all.  The  unparal- 
lelled  puiillanimity  with  which  they  have 
lone  fubmitted  to  the  oppreffibns  ot  a  few 
Arabs,  their  Mohammedan  mailers,  like- 
wife,  fhews  their  deadnefs  to  every  manly 
fefentment.  Yet,,  notwithftanding  all  this, 
though  incapable  of  the  jpaiOon  of  love, 
they  prove  the  portion,  (tor  which  phyii- 
cians  can  eafily  account)  that  debility  and 
letchery  go  hand  in  hand*  Montefquieu, 
in  enumerating  his  reafons  why  Chriftianity 
will  never  prevail  in  the  Eaft,  advances, 
as  one,  the  prohibition  of  polygamy,  which 
he  mentions  as  the  appointment  of  nature, 
and  neceflary  in  thefe  climates.  Triflram 
Shandy  tells  us,  that  his  father  was  a  moil 
excellent  fyilem-builder,- was  Aire  to  make 
his  Theory  look  well,  though  no  man  ever 
crucified  the  truth  at  fuch  an  unmerciful 
race.  With  all  due  defercace  to  the  great 
genius  of  Montefquieu,  hi>  blander  here  id 


rather  ludrcrous.  In  every  country  the  UrtUr^ 
of  males  and  females  arc  nearly  propor- 
tioned to  each  other.  *•  Polygamy,  fayj 
Mr.  Dow,  is  permitted  in  Hindoflan,  bat 
feldom  pradliied ;  for  they  very  rationally 
think,  tnat  one  wife  is  lufEcient  for  one 
If  in  any  country  polygamy  is  the 


man. 


appointment  of  nature,. the  more  athletic  na- 
tions of  Europe  have  the  bell  claim.    But  the 
warlike  independent  fpirit  of  the  northera- 
tribes,  who  viewed  their  princes  as  their 
companions  ia  war,  woujd  sever  allow  their 
leaders  to  appropriate  eight  huncired  or  a. 
thoufand  of  the  fined  women,  each  for  his 
own  particular  luxury.    Their  natural  ideas 
of  liberty  forbade  it ;  while  on  the  other 
hand  the  ilavifh  Afiatics,  who  viewed  their 
mailers  as  beings  of  a  fupeiior  rank,  fub« 
mitted  to  the  lull  of  thefe  mailers,  whofe- 
debility  prompted  the  deilre  of  unbounded 
variety.     This  hiftory  of  polygamy  will  be 
found  to  be  juft.    It  is  not^the  child  of  na- 
ture, it  is  the  offspring  of  tyraany,  and  ia 
only  to  be  found  where  tlie  molt  abfolute 
tyranny  fubiifts.  Neither  to  the  genial  vigour 
of  pai&on,  but  to  raging,  irritated  debility, 
both  the  philofopher  and  phyiician  will  at-  ^ 
tribute  the  unbluihing  prevalence  of  ibme ' 
crimes,  crimes  which  difgrace  human  na- 
ture, aiKl  wltich  particularly  ckara^riie  the.* 
depraved  maanersLof  the  enAebkd  EaiL, 


In. 
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In  iilent  poefy—— Swift  from  the  board 
High  crown'd  with  wine,  uprofc  the  Indian  Lord ; 
Both  the  bold  Gamas,  and  their  generous  Peer, 
The  brave  Coello,  rofe,  prepared  to  hear 
With  meet  attendance,  or  the  meet  reply  : 
Fixt  and  enquiring  was  the  Regent's  eye  : 
The  warlike  image  of  an  hoary  fire, 
Whofe  name  fhall  live  till  earth  and  time  expire. 
His  wonder  fixt ;  and  more  than  human  glow'd 
The  hero's  look ;  his  robes  of  Grecian  mode ; 
A  bough,  his  enfign,  in,  his  right  he  waved, 
A  leafy  bough         But  I,  fond  man  depraved  ! 
Where  would  I  fpeed,  as  mad'ning  in  a  dream. 
Without  your  aid,  ye  Nymphs  of  Tago's  ftream  ! 
Or  yours,  ye  Etryads  of  Mondego's  bowers ! 
Without  your  aid  how  vain  my  wearied  powers  I 
Long  yet  and  various  lies  my  arduous  way 
Through  louring  tempefts  and  a  boundlefs  fea. 
Oh  then,  propitious  hear  your  fon  implore. 
And  guide  my  veflcl  to  the  happy  (hore. 
Ah  !  fee  how  long  what  perilous  days,  what  woes 
On  many  a  foreign  coaft  around  me  rofe. 
As  dragg'd  by  Fortune's  chariot  wheels  along 
I  footh'd  my  forrows  with  the  warlike  *  fong ; 


tJke  warlikt  y^ff^ ——Though       Ae  ocean,  while  in  Afiica,  and  ia  India. 


Camoens  began  his  Lofiad  in  f  ortugal.       Sec  his  Life. 
iaXmofi  the  whole  of  it  was  written  while  on 
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Wide  ocean's  horrors  lengthening  now  around, 

And  now  my  footfteps  trod  the  hoftile  ground ; 

Yet  midft  each  danger  of  tumultuous  war 

Your  Lufian  heroes  ever  claim'd  my  care  : 

As  Canace  of  old,  ere  '  felf-deftroy'd. 

One  hand  the  pen,   and  one  the  fword  employed. 

Degraded  now,  by  poverty  abljorr'd. 

The  gucft  dependent  at  the  Lordling's  board  : 

Now  bleft  with  all  the  wealth  fond  hope  could  crave. 

Soon  I  beheld  that  wealth  beneath  the  ^  wave 

For  ever  loft ;  myfelf  cfcaped  alone. 

On  the  y^rild  fhore  all  friendlefs,  hopelefs,  thrown ; 

My  life,  like  Judah's  heaven-doom'd  king  of  '  yore. 

By  miracle  prolong'd ;  yet  not  the  more 

To  end  my  forrows  :  woes  fucceeding  woes 

Belied  my  earneft  hopes  of  fwcet  repofc  : 

In  place  of  bays  around  my  brows  to  fhed 

Their  facred  honours,  o'er  my  deftined  head 

Foul  Calumny  proclaimed  the  fraudful  tale. 

And  left  me  mourning  in  a  dreary  'jail. 


'  Js  Calrtf^^— Davghter  of  Eolns.  Her 
father  having  thrown  her  inceftuous  child 
to  the  dogs»  Tent  her  a  fword,  with  which 
ihe  flew  herfelf.  In  Ovid  (he  writes  an 
eoiftle  to  her  hufband-brotber,  where  ihe 
thus  defcribes  herfelf; 


Dextra  temt  caUnutm,  JhiSmm  ttmt  aiuraftrf 

^  Socn  I  bebel/i  that  nvialih  bimatb  ibe 

For  evtr  lofi^^-^  See  the  Life  of  Camoens. 


'  My    Uft^    Uh  Judab^s  btanen-i^on^ d 
^/»^  e/ .y^'— Hezekiah.  See  Ifaiah  xxxviii. 

'  And  iift  me  moumiug  in  a  dreaiyjail^ 
This,  and  the  whole  paragraph  from 

Degraded  nanv,  by  poverty  abborr*d'-^ 

Alludes  to  his  fortunes  in  India.  The  latter 
drcumftance  relates  particularly  to  the  bafe 
and  inhuman  treatment  he  received  on  his 
return  to  Goa,  after  his  unhappy  ihip« 
wreck.    See  his  Life. 
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Such  was  the  meed,  alas  !  on  me  beftow'd, 
Beftow'd  by  thofe  for  whom  my  numbers  glow'd. 
By  thofe  who  to  my  toils  their  laurel  honours  owed. 


Ye  gentle  Nymphs  of  Tago's  rofy  bowers. 
Ah,  fee  what  lettered  Patron-Lords  are  yours  1 
Dull  as  the  herds  that  graze  their  flowery  dales. 
To  them  in  vain  the  injured  Mufe  bewails  : 
No  foftering  care  their  barb'rous  hands  beftow. 
Though  to  the  Mufe  their  faireft  fame  they  owe. 
Ah,  cold  may  prove  the  future  Prieft  of  Fame 
Taught  by  my  fate  :  yet  will  I  not  difclaim 
Your  fmiles,  ye  Mufes  of  Mondego's  (hade. 
Be  ftill  my  deareft  joy  your  happy  aid  ! 
And  hear  my  vow ;  Nor  king,  nor  iofticft  peer 
Shall  e'er  from  Me  the  fong  of  flattery  hear ; 
Nor  crafty  tyrant,  who  in  office  reigns. 
Smiles  on  his  king,  and  binds  the  land  in  chains  ; 
His  king's  worft  foe :  Nor  he  whofe  raging  ire. 
And  raging  wants,  to  fhape  his  courfe,  confpire  ; 
True  to  the  clamours  of  the  blinded  crowd. 
Their  changeful  Proteus,  infolent  and  loud : 
Nor  he  whofe  honeft  mien  fecures  applaufe. 
Grave  though  he  feem,  and  father  of  the  laws. 
Who,  but  half-patriot,  niggardly  denies 
Each  other's  merit,  and  witholds  the  prize : 
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Who  '  fpums  the  Mufe,  rtor  feeU  the  raptured  ftraio, 
Ufelcfs  by  him  eUpem'd,  and  idly  vmk : 
For  him,  for  theie»  no  wrp»tji  my  hand  fli*ll  twine  j 
On  other  brows  th'  immortal  rays  (ball  fhiae  :     ' 


i^t 


Q^nditioQ  DM  pxoiuced  £mliritjy  of  feati- 
ment  in  CaoiOeas  and  Spcnicr.  ^h  wa4 
the  ornapent  of  bis  country  iwd  of  lu3  aj»» 
amd  each  was  crufilly  negle^lod  jt^y  tM  Mei( 
of  Power^  whOf  in  tnitn^  were  incapable  to 
jiidge  of  ^eir  merit,  or  to  rcliXh.  their  wnt- 
ings.  We  have  feen  feveral  of  the  ftri^turet 
of  Camoens  on  the  barbarous  Nobility  of 
Portugal.  The  fimilair  complaints  of  Spenfer 
will  (new  that  negled  of  Genius,  however, 
was  not  confined  to  the  court  of  Lilbon. 

O  Grief  of  griefs!  O  Gall  of  all  good  hearts  I 
To  fee  that  Virtue  (hould  defpifed  be 
Of  fuch  as  firft  were  railed  for  Virtue^s  parts. 
And  now  broad  fpreading  like  an  aged  tree. 
Let  none  flioot  up  that  nigh  them  planted  be. 
O  let  not  thofe  of  whom  the  Mufe  is  fcomed. 
Alive  or  dead  be  by  the  Mufe  adorned. 

Kuim  of  Time, 

It  is  thought  Lord  Burleigh,  who  with^ 
held  the  bounty  intended  by  Queen  Elifa- 
beth,  is  here  meant.  But  he  is  more 
clearly  ftigmatized  in  theie  remarkable  lines, 
where  the  mifery  of  dependence  on  Court- 
favour  is  painted  in  colours  which  muft  re- 
cal  feveral  ftrokes  of  the  Luiiad  to  the  mind 
of  the  Reader. 

Full  little  knoweft  thou  that  haft  not  tried, 
What  hell  it  is,  in /iinvg "^^ntrto  binle-f  • 
To  lole  good  days,  that  mignt  be  'better  fpeni, 
To  wafte  long  nights  in  penfive  difcontent ; 
To  (peed  to-day,  to  be  put  back  to-morrow, 
To  feed  on  hofMc,  to  pine  with  fear  and  forrow  j 
To  have  thy  Pi  incefs*  grace,  yet  want  her  peers  | 
To  have  thy  alkin^,  yet  wait  many  years  $ 
To  fret  thy  foul  with  erodes  and  with  cares. 
To  eat  thy  heart  thro*  comfortlefs  defpairs  ; 
To  fiwn,  to  crowch,  to  wait,  to  ride,  to  run, 
To  fpcnd,  to  give,  to  want,  to  be  undone. 

Mother  HubbercTs  Tali, 

Thefe  lines  exafperated  (till  more  the  in* 
elegant,  the  illiberal  Burleigh.  So  true  is 
the  obfcrvaiion  of  Mr.  Hughes,  that,  "  even 
the  fighs  of  a  miferable  man  are  fometimes 
refented  as  an  afiront  by  him  that  is  the  oc- 
fion  of  them.'' 


Tbi  «m  W  ^/  Ga^im  in  ImUm^lxi  feveral 
part.!  pf  tfc^  l^uliad  the  Port^guefc  Poet  has. 
given  aip|>le  proof  that  he  could  catch  ths 
«nuinf  (j)iTit  of  Homer  ^d  V}rgil.    TV 
feyeiitth  T^iad,  t^oyghput  b^ars  ^  fbilqnff 
r^f^mbWce    (0    the    feventh  and    f\g1u£ 
.^o^id,.    M^e^  aT  t]|e  ^6Uon  is  natHr^y 
th^  fame  \  ^ofa^  land^  it  Italy,  ^Qsms^ 
in  India ;  but  tne  condu6^  of  Camoens,  ia 
his  mailerly  imitation  of  his  great  mailer, 
particularly  demands  obfervation.  Had  Sta- 
tins or  Ovid  defcribed  the  landing  or  recep- 
tion of  ^neas,  we  fhould  undoubtedly  have 
been  prefented  with  pictures  different  from 
thofe  of  the  pencil  of  Virgil.    We  fhould 
have  feen  much  bufUe  and  fire,  and  perhaps 
much  fmoke  and  falfe  dignity.     Yet  if  we 
may  judge  from  the  OdyfTey,  Homer,  had 
he  written  the  iEncid,  would  have  written 
as  the  Roman  Poet  wrote,  would  have  pre- 
fented us  with  a  calm   majeftic  narrative, 
till  every  circumflance  was  explained,  and 
then  would  have  given  the  concluding  books 
of  hurry  and  fire.     In  this  manner  has  Vir- 
gil written,  and  in  this  manner  has  Camoens 
followed  him,  as  far  as  the  different  nature 
of  his  fubjefl  would  allow.    In  Virgil,  king 
Latin  us  is  informed  by  prodigies  anaprophe- 
cy  of  the  fate  of  his  kingdom,  and  of  the  new- 
landed  ftrangers.  iEp^a^^njersLatium.  The 
diitodjr  oh  tm  '^rafl,  and  ihe  prophecy  of 
&nine  turned  into  a  jcfl.    He  fenos  ambaf- 
fadors  to  Latin  us,  whofe  palace  is  defcribed. 
The  embafTy  is  received  in  a  friendly  man- 
ner.    Juno,  enraged,  calls  the  afiiftance  of 
the  Fiends,  and  the  truce  is  broken.  i£neas, 
admonifhed  in  a  dream,  feeks  the  aid  of 
Evander.     The  voyage  up  the  Tybcr,  the 
court  of  Evander,  and  the  facrifices  in  which 
he  was  employed  are  particularly  defcribed. 
In  all  this  there  is  no  blaze  of  £re,  no  earnefl 
hurry.     Thefe  are  judicioufly  referved   for 
their  after  and  proper  place. '  In  the  fame 
manner  Camoens  lands  his  hero  in  India, 
|ind  though  in  fome  circumftances  the  re- 
femblance  to  Virgil  is  evident,  yet  he  has 
followed  him  as  a  free  imitator,  who  was 
&  f  2  confcious 
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He  who  the  path  of  honour  ever  trod> 
True  to  his  King,  his  Country,  and  his  God, 
On  his  blefl:  head  my  hands  fhall  fix  the  crown 
Wove  of  the  deathlefs  laurels  of  Renown.  • 


confdous  of  his  own  ftrength,  and  not  as  a 
Copyift.  He  has  not  de£rved  that  (hrewd 
fatire  which  Mr.  Pope,  not  unjuiUy,  throws 
on  Virgil  himfclf.  "  Had  die  galley  of 
Ser^eftus  been  broken,  fays  he,  if  the  cha- 
riot of  Eumelus  had  not  been  demoliihed  ? 
OxMnefiheus  been  caft  from  the  helm,  had 
not  the  other  been  thrown  from  his  ibit  ?'* 


In  a  word,  that  calm  dignity  of  poetical 
narrative  which  breathes  through  the  feventh 
and  eighth  ^neid,  is  jndiciotmy  copied,  as 
moil  proper  fat  the  fubjefl ;  and  with  the 
hand  of  a  mafter  charafterifticalty  fnihdned 
throQghoQt  the  feventh  book  of  the  Poem, 
which  celebrates  the  difcovery  of  the  Eaftem 
World. 


END   OP   THE   Seventh   B00K< 
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T  T  T  I  T  H  eye  untnoved  the  filent  Catual  viewed 

^  ^     The  pictured  fire  with  feeming  life  endued  ; 
A  verdant  vine-bough  waving  in  his  right. 
Smooth  ilowed  his  fweepy  beard  of  glofly  white, 
Wheii  thus,  as  fwift  the  Moor  unfolds  the  word. 
The  valiant  Paulus  to  the  Indian  Lord  ;, 


Bold  though  thefe  figures  frown,  yet  bolder  far 
Thefc  godlike  heroes  (hined  in  ancient  war. 
In  that  hoar  fire,  of  mien  ferene,  auguft, 
Lufus  behold,  no  robber^chief  unjuft ;, 

His 
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His  clufter'd  bough,  the  fame  which  Bacchus  bore  % 

He  waves,  the  emblem  of  his  care  of  yore  ; 

The  friend  of  favage  man,  to  Bacchus  dear. 

The  fon  of  Bacchus,  or  the  bold  compeer. 

What  time  his  yellow  locks  with  vine-leaves  curl'd. 

The  youthful  god  fubdued  thfc  favage  world, 

Bade  vineyards  gliften  o'er  the  dreary  wafte. 

And  humanized  the  nations  as  he  paft. 

Lufus,  the  loved  companion  of  the  god. 

In  Spain's  fair  bofom  fixt  his  laft  abode. 

Our  kingdom  founded,  and  illuftrious  reign'd 

In  thofc  fair  lawns,  the  blcft  Elyfium  **  feign'd. 


■  His  clufter*d  hough ^  the  fame  *which  Bac- 
chus hare, Camoens  immediately  before, 

and  in  the  former  book,  calls  the  enfign  of 
Lufas  a  bough ;  here  he  calls  it  the  green 
thyrfus  of  Bacchus, 

O  merde  fiyrfo  foi  de  Bacco  ufado. 

The  thyrfus  however  was  a  javelin  twilled 
with  ivy-leaves,  •  iKed  in  the  (atfri^ot^  6f 
Bacchus. 

^  In  thofe  fair  lanunt   the  hlefl  Elyfiktk 

feigned In  this  afTertion  otfr  author  has 

the  authority  of  Strabo« ^  foundscion  fufi-, 
cient  for  a  poet.  NAr  are  tlief^  waWting 
(everal  Spanifh  writers,  particularly  Rathq/k^ 
who  ferioufly  affirm  ^hat  Homer  drew  the 
fine  defcription  of  Elyfium,  in  his-fourfek 
Odyffey,  from  the  beautiful  valleys  V>f  Spain, 
where  in  one  of  his  voyages,  they  fay,  he 
arrived.  Egypt,  however,  feems  to  have 
a  better  title  to  this  honour.  The  fable  of 
Charon,  and  the  judges  of  the  poetical ,heJI^ 
are  evidently  borrovCCd  fttmi  tTiC  Bpfy^tilh 
rites  of  burial,  and  are  older  than  Homer. 
After  a  ferryman  had  conveyrti  fhe  tbf^ 
over  a  lake,  certain  judges  examined  the  life 
of  the  deceaied,  particularly  his  elailh  t6  ^e 
virtue  of  loyalty,  and,  according  to  the  re- 
port, decreed  or  refufed  the  honours  df^- 
pulture.  The  place  of  the  Catacombs,  ac- 
cerdilkg  to  Diodorus  Siculus,  was  furrounded 


with  deep  canals,  beautiful  meadows,  and  a 
wildeme^  of  groves.  And  it  is  univerfally 
known  the  greateft  part  pf  the  Grecian  fa- 
bles were  fabricated  from  the  caftoms  and 
opinions  of  Egypt.  Several  other  nations 
have  alfo  claimed  the  honour  of  affording 
cbe  idea  of  die  fields  of  the  Blefed.  Even 
the  Scotch  challenge  it.  Many  Grecian  fit- 
bicBv  £iys  all  cuitSor  t>f  that  country,  are 
evidently  founded  on  the  reports  of  the  Phoe- 
nician &lors.  That  thefe  navi^toH  traded 
to  the  coafts  of  Britain  is  certain.  In  the 
mtddle^f  fymdteu  die'fcafoa  when  the  an- 
cients performed  their  voyages,  for  about  fix 
weeks  there  is  ao  n%ht  over  the  Orkney 
iflands  ;  the  diflc  -of  tTie  (un  during  x\^t 
time  fcaitrely  iinldng  below  the  horizon. 
*Hiis  appearance,  together  wirfi  the  calm 
which  ufually  prevails  at  that  ieafon,  and 
the  beautiful  verdure  of  the  iflands^  could 
not  fail  to  excite  the  admiration  of  the 
Tyrians^  atki  their  accounts  pS  i^e  place 
if^ur^ly  alTorded  fhfc  idea  that  ihrfe  iflatidr 
were  inhabited  by  the  ipirks  of  the  JaiL. 
^riiis,  fays  DUr  author,  is  countttoancro  \ff 
Homer,  who  places  h^s  iilands  of  ihe  Happy, 
-rft  <he  *^femity  -of  "She  "ocean.  T^i^  ms 
fables  of  Sc);ll^,  the  Gorgades,  and-  fcveral 
oidiar#,  i(*re  ieandeS  ^an  the  MootsHts-af  na^ 
vigators,  feems  probable ;  and  on  this  fuppo- 
iiuoQ  the  Infuls  Foitunatx,  and  Purpora- 

niae. 
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Where  winding  oft  thic  Guadiaoa  roves. 

And  Douro  murmurs  through  the  flowery  groves. 

Here  with  his  bones  he  left  his  deadilefs  fame. 

And  Lufitariia's  clime  fhall  ever  bear  his  name. 

That  other  chief  th'embroider'd  filk  difplays. 

Toft  o'er  the  deep  whole  years  of  weary  days 

On  Tago's  banks  at  laft  his  vows  he  paid : 

To  Wifdom's  godlike  power,  the  Jove-born  Maid, 

Who  fired  his  lips  with  eloquence  divine. 

On  Tago's  banks  he  reared  the  hallowed  flirinc. 

Ulyfles  he,  though  fated  to  deftroy 

On  Afian  ground  the  heaven-built  towers  of  '  Troy, 

On  Europe's  ftrand,  more  grateful  to  the  fkies. 

He  bade  th'  eternal  walls  of  Lifbon  ■'  rife. 

f 

But  wlio  that  godlike  terror  of  the  plain. 
Who  ftrews  the  fmoaking  field  with  heaps  of  flain  ? 


nije,  new  the  Canary  and  .Madfira  iflands, 
alfo  claim  the  honour  of  giving  colours  to  the 
dcfcription  of  Elyfium.  The  truth  however 
appear*  to  be  this  ;  That  a  place  of  happi- 
nefs  is  referved  for  the  fpirits  of  the  Good  is 
the  natural  fuggeftiqn  of  that  anxiety  and 
hope  concerning  the  future,  which  animates 
the  human  breaft.  All  the  barbarous  nations 
of  Africa  and  America  agree  in  placing  their 
heaven  in  beautiful  iflands  at  an  immenfc 
diftancc  over  the  ocean.  The  idea  is  uni- 
▼erfal,  and  is  natural  to  every  nation  in  the 
^te  of  barbarous  iimplicity. 

«  — T'Af  beonjen^huih  tonvers  of  Trty^^--^ 
Alluding  to  the  fable  of  Neptune,  ApoMo,. 
^aad  Laomedon. 


*  OnEf/r^e'j  ftrand^  mau  gr^efid  to  the 
Jkies, 

He  hade  tb'  eternal  'walls  of  Lijhon  rife.  ■  .■■ 
For  fome  account  of  this  tradition  fee  the 
note  p.  107.  Antient  traditions,  'however 
fabulous,  have  a  good  efFca  in  poetry.  Vir- 
gil  has  not  fcnipled  to  infcrt  one,  which  re- 
quired an  apol(%y. 

frifca  fides  faao,  fedfama  terennis. 

^pcnfer  has  given  us  the  hiHory  of  Brute  and 
his  defendants  at  full  length  in  the  Faerie 
^Mnei  and  Milton,  it  is  known,  was  fo 
tond  of  that  abfurd  legend,  that  he  intended 
to  write  a  poem  on  the  fubjeft ;  and  by 
this  fondnefs  was  induced  to  mention  it  as  a 
truth  in  his  introduaion  to  the  hiftory  of 
England. 

What 


322  THE        L    U    S   I   A   D.  BookVIU. 

I 

I  , 

\^hat  numerons  legions  fly  in  dire  difrtiay^  i       . 

Whofe  ftandards  wide  the  eagle's  wings  difplay  ? 

The  Pagan  asks;  the  brother  *  Chief  replies, 

Unconquer'd  deemed,  proud  Rome's  dread  flandard  flies. 

His  crook  thrown  by,  fired  by  his  nation's  woes. 

The  hero  fhepherd  Viriatus  rofe ; 

His  country  faved  proclaimed  his  warlike  fame. 

And  Rome'^  wide  empire  trembled  at  his  name. 

That  generous  pride  which  Rome  to  Pyrrhus  bore ', 

To  him  they  (hew'd  not ;  for  they  fear'd  him  more. 

Not  on  the  field  o'ercome  by  manly  force. 

Peaceful  he  flept,  and  now  a  murdered  corfk 

By  treafon  flain^  he  lay.     How  ftern,  behold. 

That  other  hero,  firm,  eredt,  and  bold  : 

The  power  by  which  he  boafted  he  devined, 

Befide  him  pi<£tur'd  ftands,  the  milk-white  hind : 

Injured  by  Rome,  the  ftern  Sertorius  fled 

To  Tago's  fhore,  and  Lufus'  offspring  led ; 

Their  worth  he  knew  j  in  fcatter'd  flight  he  drove 
The  ftandards  painted  with  the  birds;  of  Jove. 
And  lo,  the  flag  whofe  fhining  colours  own 
The  glorious  Founder  of  the  Lufian  throne! 


'  -^th  brother  Chiif^FzMl^s  de  Gama«  famopi.aflai&nation  of  Viriatus,  that  the  Ro- 
'  That gtHireus  pride ivhicb  Rom  to  Pyf  iD?m  fenate  did  hiin  great  honour;  ut  vide'- 
rbus  bore. — -When  Pyrrhus  kin^  of  Epirus  returaUter  mnci  non  totuiJfe\  it  was  a  con- 
was  at  war  with  the  Romans,  his  phyncian  feffion  that  they  could  not  otherwife  conquer 
bflered  to  poifon  him.  The  fenate  reje^led  him.  Vid.  Flor.  1.  17.  For  a  fidkr  account 
the  proDofal,  and  acquainted  Pyrrhus  of  the  '  of  this  great  man,  fee  the  note  on  p.  1 3. 
defignea  treafon.    Floras  remarks  on  the  in- 

SoniA 
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Some  deem  the  warrior  Of  Hungarian  '  race. 
Some  from  Loraine  the  godlike  hero  trace. 
From  Tagus*  banks  the  haughty  Moor  expell'd, 
Galicia's  fons,  and  Leon's  warriors  quell'd, 
To  weeping  Salem's  ever-hallowed  meads^ 
His  warlike  bands  the  holy  Henry  leads. 
By  holy  war  to  fandify  his  crown. 
And  to  his  lateft  race  auipicious  waft  it  dowii« 


And  who  this  awful  Chief  t  aloud  exclaims 
The  wondering  Regent,  o'er  the  field  he  flames 
In  dazzling  fteel,  wheree'r  he  bends  his  courfe 
The  battle  finks  beneath  his  headlong  force ; 
Againft  his  troops,  though  few,  the  numerous  foes 
In  vain  their  fpears  and  towery  walls  oppoie< 
With  fmOaking  blood  his  armour  fprinkled  o'er. 
High  to  the  knees  his  courfer  paws  in  gore ; 
O'er  crowns  and  blood-ftain'd  enfigns  fcatter'd  round 
He  rides ;  his  courfer's  brazen  hoofs  refound. 
In  that  great  chief,  the  fecond  Gama  crieS^ 
The  firft  ^  Alonzo  ftrikes  thy  wondering  eyes. 
From  Lufus'  realm  the  Pagan  Moors  he  drove ; 
Heaven,  whom  he  loved,  beftow'd  on  him  fuch  love. 


«  Some  iiem  the  iero  rf  Hungarian  racf^  *»  the  frfi  Ahnxo      ■  King  of  Poitugtl. 

See  the  noceonp.  95.  See  p.  90,  &c. 
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Beneath  him,  bleeding  of  its  mortal  wound. 
The  Moorifli  ftrength  lay  proftrate  on  the  ground. 
Nor  Ammon's  fon,  nor  greater  Julius  dared 
With  troops  fo  few,  with  hofts  fo  nunierous  warr'd  : 
Fame  faw  his  godlike  deeds,  and  folemn  fwore. 
To  boaft  unmatched  the  Roman  njimpno  more* 
Nor  lefs  (hall  Fame  the  fubjeS  h^oes  own ; 
Behold  that  hoary  warrior's  rageful  frown  ! 
On  his  young  pupil's  flight  his  burning  *  eyes 
He  darts,  and.  Turn  thy  flying  hoft,  he  cries. 

Back  to  the  field The  Veteran  and  the  Boy 

Back  to  the  field  exult  with  furious  joy  : 
Their  ranks  mow'd  down,  the  bbaflful  foe  recedes. 
The  vanquifli'd  triumph,  and  the  viftor* bleeds. 
Again,  that  mirror  of  unfhaken  faith, 
Egaz  behold,  a  chief  felf-dooni'd  to  ^  death. 
Beneath  Caftilia's  fword  his  monarch  lay ; 
Homage  he  vow*d  his  helplefs  king  fhould  pay ; 
His  haughty  king  relieved,  the  treaty  fpurns. 
With  confcious  pride  the  noble  Egaz  burns ; 


*  On  his  young  pupits  Jlight.^^^^**  Soffldg 
indeed,  moft  writers  fay,  that  the  queen 
{of  whom  fit  p.  p6.)  advaivcin^  with  her 
army  towards  Gaunaraez,  the  king,  with- 
out waiting  till  his  Jgo^ernor  jom^  him, 
engaged  them  and  was  routed :  but  that 
afterwards  the  remains  of  his  army  being 
joined  by  the  troops  under  the  command  of 
Egaz  Munitz,  engaged  the  army  of  the 
queen  a  fecond  time,  and  gained  a  Complete 
viftory."  Univ.  Hift. 


'  ^  Egaz  hehoU,a  chief  filf-Joonfti  t9  dtaihm 
See  the  fame  ftory,  p,  99.  Though 
hiftory  atbtns  no  authentic  document  of. 
this  tranfadion,  tradition,  the  Poet's  autho- 
rity, is  ;iot  &ient.  And  the  monument  of 
Egaz  in  the  monaftery  of  Pa9o  de  Soosa 
gives  it  countenance.  Eg&z  and  his  family 
are  there  repreiented,  in  -bas  relief,  in  the 
attitude  and  garb^  fays  Camera,  as  defcribed 
by  Camoens. 


His 
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His  comely  fpoufe  and  infant  race  he 'leads,    ' 
Himfelf  the  fame,  in.feptenced  felons*  weeds. 
Around  their  necks  the  knotted  halters  bound,- 
With  naked  feet  they  tread  the  flihty  ground  j 
And  proftratc  now  before  Caftilla's  throne 
Their  ofFer'd  lives  their  monarch's  pride  atone. 
Ah !  Rome  no  more  thy  generous  conful  *  boaft, 
Whofe  lorn  fubmiffion  faved  his  ruin'd  hoft :    '  ' 
No  father's  woes  aflaird  his  ftedfaft  mind ; 
The  deareft  ties  the  Lufian  chief  refign'd, 

» 

There,  by  the  ftream,  a  Town  befieged  behold. 
The  Moorifh  tents  the  fliattcr'd  walls  infold. 
Fierce  as  the  lion  from  the  covert  fprings. 
When  hunger  gives  his  rage  the  whirlwind's  wings ; 
From  ambuih,  \o,  the  valiant  Fuaz  pours. 
And  whelms  in  fudden  rout  th'  aftoniih'd  Moors. 
The  Moorish  king  in  captive  chains  he  "  fends ; 
And  low  at  Lilbdn's  throne  the  royal  captive  bends. 
Fuaz  again  the  artiil's  (kill  difplays  i 
Far  o'er  the  ocean  ftiine  his  enfign's  rays : 


'  Ah  Rome  f  no  more  thy  generous  conjml 
^«^— Sc.  Pofthumus,  who,  overpowered 
by  the  Samnitei ,  iUbmitted  to  the  indignity 
of  pafling  under  the  yoke  or  gallows. 

■»  The  Movrijh  if/ii^— — -The  Alcaydei,  or 
tributary  Governors  under  the  Miramolin 
or  Bmperor  of  Morocco,  are  often  by  the 
Spanifh  and  Portuguefe  writers  ftiled  lann* 
He  who  wu  furprized  and  taken  prifoner  oy 


Don  Fuas  Roapbho  was  named  Gama* 
Fiiaz,  after  having  gained  the  firft  naval 
vidory  of  the  Portuguefe,  alio  experienced 
their  iirft  defeat.  With  one  and  twentv  fail 
he  attack^  fifty-four  large  gallies  of  the 
Moors,  The  fea,  fays  Brandan,  which 
had  lately  fumifhed  him  with  trophies,  now 
fupplied  him  with  a  tomb. 


Tt   2 


In 
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In  crackling  flames  the  Moorifh  galleys  fly. 

And  the  red  blaze  afcends  the  blufhing  fky  : 

O'er  Avila's  high  fteep  the  flandes  afpire, 

And  wrap  the  forefts  in  a  fheet  of  Are : 

There  feem  the  waves  beneath  the  proWs  to  boil ; 

And  difl:ant  far  around  for  many  a  mile 

The  glaflfy  deep  reflefts  the  ruddy  blaze ; 

Far  on  the  edge  the  yellow  light  decays. 

And  blends  with  hovering  blacknefs,     Gr^at  and  dread 

Th^s  (hone  the  day  when  firfl  the  combat  bled. 

The  firft  our  heroes  battled  on  the  main^ 

» 

The  glorious  prelude  of  our  naval  reign. 
Which  now  the  waves  beyond  the  burning  zone. 
And  northern  Greenland's  frofl-bound  billows  own. 
Again  behold  brave  Fuaz  dares  the  fight ! 
O'erpower'd  he  finks  beneath  the  Moorifti  might  \ 
Smiling  in  death  the  martyr-hero  lies, 
And  lo,  his  foul  triumphant  mounts  the  fkies. 
Here  now  behold,  in  warlike  pomp  pourtray'd, 
A  foreign  navy  brings  the  pious  ■  aid. 
Lo,  marching  from  the  decks  the  fquadrons  fpread, 
Strange  their  attire,  their  afped:  firm  and  dread. 
The  holy  Crofs  their  enfigns  bold  difplay. 
To  Salem's  aid  they  plough'd  the  watery  way  j 

»  Aftrtign  navj  brings  th§  phusmil^h  navy  of  cniCiden,  moftly  EngUfb.    Sec  p.  iol« 

Yet 
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Yet  firft,  the  caufe  the  fame,  on  Tago's  Ihore 
They  dye  their  maiden  fwrords  in  Pagan  gore. 
Proud  ftood  the  Moor  on  Lisbon's  warlike  towers. 
From  Lifbon's  walls  they  drive  the  Moorifli  powers : 
Amid  the  thickeft  of  the  glorious  fight, 
Lo,  Henry  falls,  a  gallant  German  knight, 
A  martyr  falls :  That  holy  tomb  behold. 
There  waves  the  bloflom'd  palm  the  boughs  of  gold : 
0*er  Henry's  grave  the  facred  plant  arofe. 

And  from  the  Teaves,  heaven's  gift,  gay  health  redundant  *  flow;. 

Aloft,  unfurl ;  the  valiant  Paulus  cries, 
Inftant  new  wars  on  new-fpread  enfigns  rife. 
In  robes  of  white  Ipehold  a  prieft  '  advance  I 
His  fword  in  fplinters  fmites  the  Mooriih  lance : 
Arronchez  won  revenges  Lira's  fall : 
And  jo,  on  fair  Savilia's  batter'd  walU 
How  boldly  calm  amid  the  crafhing  fpears. 
That  hero-form  the  Lufian  ftandard  rears. 
There  bleeds  the  war  on  fair  Vandalia's  plain : 
Lo,  rufhing  through  the  Moors  o'er  hills  of  flain 


^  JmJ  from  fh  /mi«/— — This  Ltgead  /131  to  be  feen  in  the  Montftery  of  St 

10  mentioned  by  ibxne  ancient  Portueuefe  Vinceati  but  without  thriMdm. 

chi^des.    Homer  wonld  have  availed  him*-  p  /«  roiis  c/  whiu  Moid  a  frttft  ad'vaMCi* 

feLf^  at  Camoens  had  done^  of  a  tradition  «— Theotonimiy  prior  of  the  regnlarf  of  St» 

te  euthufiafticaly  and  charabfteriftic  of  the  Anguftini   of  Qonvmbra,    Smne    ancient 

Hge.    Henry  was  a  native  of  Bonneville  Chronicles  relate  this  circumftance  as  men- 

nov  Cologn.    His  tomb»  fays  Cuftera,  19  tioned  by  Camoens.    Modem  writers  aflert» 

thiu  be  never  qoitted  his  breviaryr   C^fterd, 

The 
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The  hero  rides,  and  proves  by  genuine  claim 

The  fon  of  Egas  %  and  his  worth  the  fame. 

Pierced  by  his  dart  the  ftandard-bearer  dies  j 

Beneath  his  feet  the  Moorifh  ftandard  lies : 

High  o'er  the  field,  behold  the  glorious  blaze  ! 

The  vidtor-youth  the  Lufian  flag  dilplays, 

Lo,  while  the  moon  through  midnight  a^ure  rides^i 

From  the  high  wall  adown  his  fpear-ftafF  glides 

The  dauntlefs  Gerrald  :  in  his  left  he  '  bears 

Two  watchmen's  heads,  his  right  the  faulchion  rears  r 

The  gate  he  opens,  fwift  from  ambufh  rife 

His  ready  bands,  the  city  falls  his  prize  : 

Evora  ftill  the  grateful  honour  pays. 

Her  banner'd  flag  the  mighty  deed.difplays^" 

There  frowns  the  hero  -,  in  his  left  he  bears 

The  two  cold  heads,  his  right  the  faulchion  rears. 

Wrong'd  by  his  king,  and  burning  for  *  revenge. 

Behold  his  arms  that  proud  Caftilian  change ; 


4  The  fin  rf  Egaj'^He  was  named  Mem 
M01UZ9  and  was  fon  of  Egv^  Moniz,  oeIe« 
brated  for  the  fnfrender  or  himfelf  and  fa- 
mily to  the  king  ef  Caftile,  ai  already 
mentioned. 

r  TbedauntUfs  GirfM-^  **  He  wai  a  man 
of  rank»  who»  in  order  to  avoid  the  legal 
puniihment  to  whicli  feveral  crimes  rendered 
him  obnoxious,  pot  himfelf  jit  the  head  of 
a  party  of  Freebooters.  Tinng  however 
of  that  life*  he  refolved  to  reconcile  himfelf 
to  his  {bvereign  by  fome  noble  a^oiu  Foil 
of  this  idea^.  one  evening  he  entered  Evora, 
whidi  Aen  belonged  to  the  Moors.  In  the 
night  he  kill^  the  centinels  of  one  of  the 
gates,  which  he  opened  to  bis  companions. 


who  foon  became  maften  of  the  place.  This 
exploit  had  its  ddired  efMt,  The  king 
pardoned  Gerrald^  and  made  him  governor 
of  Evora.  A  knight  with  a  fwora  in  one 
hand,  and  two  heads  in  the  other*  from 
that  time  became  the  armorial  bearing  of 
the  city."     Caffera, 

»  IVroH^d  h  his  king'^Ykm  Pedro  Per. 
nando  de  Caftro,  injored  by  the  family  ^ 
Lara^  and  denied  redrefs  oy  the  king  of 
Cailile,  took  the  infamous  revenge  of  bear, 
ing  arms  againfl  his  native  coontry.  At 
the  head  of  a  Mooriih  army  he 'committed 
feveral  ootrages  in  Spain;  bot  war  totally 
defeated  in  Portogal. 

The 
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The  Moorish  buckler  on  his  breaA  he  bears. 

And  leads  the  fierceft  of  the  Pagan  fpears* 

Abrantes  falls  beneath  his  raging  force. 

And  now  to  Tagus  bends  his  furious  courfe. 

Another  fate  he  met  on  Tagus'  fliore. 

Brave  Lopez  from  his  brows  the  laurels  tore  j 

His  bleeding  army  ftrew'd  the  thirfty  ground,. 

And  captive  chains  the  ragefuj  Leader  bound.     - 

Refplendant  far  that  holy  chief  behold  ! 

Afide  he  throws  the  facred  ftaff  of  gold 

And  wields  the  fpear  of  fteel.     How  bold  advance 

The  numerous  Moors,  and  with  the  refted  lance 

Hem  round  the  trembling  Lufians.     Calm  and  bold 

Still  towers  the  prieft,  and  lo,  the  ikies  ^  unfold  ; 

Chcer*d  by  the  vifion  brighter  than  the  day 

The  Lufians  trample  down  the  dread  array 

Of  Hagar's  legions  :  on  the  reeking  plain 

Low  with  their  flaves  four  haughty  kings  lie  flain. 

In  vain  Alcazar  rears  her  brazen  walls. 
Before  his  rufhing  hoft  Alcazar  falls. 

There,  by  his  altar,  now  the  hero  ihines. 

And  with  the  warrior's  palm  his  mitre  twines^r 


^andk.  thijkies  unfold^^*^  Accord- 
ing to  Tome  ancient  Portuguefe  hiftories^ 
Don  Matthew,  fii^op  of  Lifbop,  in  the 
reign  of  Alonzo  I.  attempted  to  reduce  AI- 
cazafy  then  in  pofTeflion  of  the  Moors.  His 
troops  being  (uddenly  furrounded  by  a  nu- 
merxMis  party  of  the  enemy,  were  ready  to 


fly,  when»  at  the  prayers  of  the  Biihop»  a 
venerable  old  man»  cloathed  in  white,  with 
a  red  crofs  on  his  breaft,  appeared  in  the 
air.  The  miracle,  ffiip^Ued  the  fears  of  the 
Portuguefe ;  the  Moors  were  defeated,  and 
the  conqoeft  of  Alcazar  crowned  the  vic- 
tory."   Cafitra. 

That 
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That  chief  behold :  though  proud  Caftilia's  hdft 

He  leads,  his  birth  fliall  Tagus  ever  boaft. 

As  a  pent  flood  burfts  headlong  o'er  the  ftrand 

So  pours  his  fury  o'er  Algarbia's  land : 

Nor  rampircd  town,  nor  caftled  rock  afford 

The  refuge  of  defence  from  Payo's  fword. 

By  night-veil'd  art  proud  Sylves  falls  his  prey. 

And  Tavila's  high  walls  at  middle  day 

Fearlefs  he  fcales :  her  ftreets-in  blood  deplore 

The  feven  brave  hunters  murder'd  by  the  "  Moor. 

Thefe  three  bold  knights  how  dread !    Thro*  Spain  and  "  France 

At  jufl  and  toumay  with  the  tilted  lance 

Vidlors  they  rode :  Caftilia's  court  beheld 

Her  peers  overthrown ;  the  peers  with  rancour  fwclPd : 

The  braveft  of  the  Three  their  fwords  furround ; 

Brave  Ribeir  ftrews  them  vanquifh'd  o'er  the  ground. 

Now  let  thy  thoughts,  all  wonder  and  on  fire. 

That  darling  ion  of  warlike  Fame  admire. 


birjtnets  in  hUod  JdpUn 


Tbsfeveu  bravi  hunttrs  murtltr*dbythi  Moor 
*<  During  a  trace  with  the  Moors,  fix 
cavaliers  of  uie  order  oif  St.  James  were, 
while  on  a  hinting  party,  furroanded  and 
kUted  by  a  nnmerons  body  of  the  Moors. 
Daring  the  fight,  in  which  the  gentlemen 
fold  tneir  lives  dear,  a  common  carter, 
named  Garcias  Rodrigo,  who  chanced  to 
pafs  that  way,  came  eeneroofly  to  their  af- 
fiftance,  and  loft  his  life  along  with  them. 
The  Poet,  in  giving  all  fevenahe  fame  title, 
(hews  us  that  virtue  conftitutes  true  nobility. 
Don  Payo  de  Correa,  grand  mafter  of  the 
order  of  St.  James,  revenged  the  death  of 


thefe  brave  unfortunates*  by  the  fack  of 
Tavila,  whelv  his  juft  rage  put  the  gaiSrifon 
to  the  fword."    Cujltra. 

^  The/i  Tbrit  bold  knights  bonu  dread  !^^ 
Nothing  can  give  us  a  ftronger  piAure  of 
the  romantic  charaAcr  of  their  age,  than 
the  manners  of  thefe  champians,  who  were 
gentlemen  of  birth  ;  and  who,  in  the  tme 
fpirit  of  knight-errantry,  went  about  from 
court  to  court  in  queft  of  adventures.  Their 
names  were,  Gonfalo  Ribeiro;  Ferdando 
Martinez  de  Santarene  ;  and  Vafco  Anes, 
folkr-brother  to  Mary,  aueen  of  Caftile, 
daughter  of  Alonzo  IV.  ot  Portugal.  > 

Proftratc 
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Proftrate  at  proud  Ctft%i,'*9  6ioi«aft:k'$  feet 

•  •  • 

His  land  lies  trembling :  lo,  the  ho3>ks  meet : 

« 

Softly  they  feem  to  breathe;  ^and. forward  bend    - 

*     •     •  •       .  • 

The  fervile  neck  y  each  eye  ^ffiflitilh  Ins  fAtnA  •$ 

Fearful  each  tpflgne  to  fpeak ;  each  bofom  cold : 

When  coloured  with  ffern  rage,  wi&ftand  bold 

The  hero  rifes  i  Here  nb>  forci^  throne 

(hall  fix  its  bafc ;  my  native  king  afone 

Shall  reign— '^— Then  ru/hing  to  thq  fight  he  leads; 

Low  vanquifh'd  in  the  duft  Caftitia  bleeds. 

•  ... 

Where  proudeft  hope  tnight  dwm  ft  vwn  *d  <kre, 

'  •  •  •  . 

God  led  him  on^  and  oxw^Vl  the  glorious  war. 

Though  fierce  as  numerous  are  the  hofts  diat  dwell 

By  Betis*  flream,  thefc  hofts  before  him  fell. 

^he  fight  behold :  while  abfent  from  his  bands^ 

Prefl  on  the  flep  of  flight  his  army  ftands. 

To  call  the  chief  an  herald  ipeeds  away : 

Low  on  his  knees  the  gallant  chief  furvey ! 

«  .  .  •  •  _ 

He  pours  his  foul,  with  lifted  hands  implores. 

And  heaven's  aflifling  arm,  inipired,  adores. 

Panting  and  pale  the  faprald  urges  ipeod: 

With  holy  truft  of  viftory  decreejj, 

Carelefs  he  anfwers.  Nothing  urgent  calk ;  .^ 

And  foon  the  bleeding  foe  be^re  hira  falls* 

To  Numa  thus  the  pale  Patricians  fled ; 

The  hoftile  iquadrons  oVr  the  kingdom  fpr^d» 

U  u  They 


I  I 


'  I 


I    •  • 
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They  cry ;  unmoved  the  holy  king  replies,  ^ 
And  I,  behold^  am  offering  *  facrifice  I  . 
Earneft  I  fee  thy  wondering  cycs^  enq.uire        * 
Who  this  illuftripiis  chief,  his  country's  rfi^^  ?. 
The  Lufian  Scipio  well  might  ^eak  his  ^  fapie^ 
But  nobler  Nunio  ihines  a  greater  name  : 
On  earth's  green  bofom,  or  on  ocean  grey»   ; 
A  greater  never  fhall  the  Sun  furvey* 


Known  by  the  filver  crofs  and  fable  ■  fliield 

« 

Two  knights  of  Malta  there  comniand  the  field  x 
From  Tago's  banks  they  drivethc  fleecy  prey. 
And  the  tired  ox  lows  on  his  weary  way : 
When,  as  the  falcon  through  the  forcft  glade 
Darts  on  the  leveret,  from  the  brown- wood  (hade  - 
Darts  Roderic  on  their  rear ;  in  fcatter'd  flight 
They  leave  the  goodly  herds  the  vigor's  right,. 

»  t 

*  And  I,  MMf  am  offering  facrijici'^  which  Camoens  mtroducei  the  name  of  th&. 
ThUliiie»  the  fimplidty  of  which^  I  think»     ^   truly  great  man.    //  ouiy  fays  he,  U  nprnrntn 

contains  great  dignity,    is  adopted   from  fut  a  Pbeure  a'vte  une  adreffi  tt  une  magnifi- 

Fanfhaw,  ctnct  digne  d*unfi  beau  f yet. 

And  I,  ye  fee,  am  offering  facrifice.—  *  Uuo  knights  of  Af-o^i— Thcfe  knights 

...  i_..r-.      *».       .  vere  Mi  named  knights  Hofpitallars  of 

who  has  herecatched  the  fpint  of  the  on-  st.  John  of  Jemfalem,  afterwafd5  kniphu 

8*****  •  of  Rhodes,  froov,  whence  they  were  driven 

A  fttm  Ibi  a  dura  nova  eftanfa  dando,     ^  to  Meffina,  ere  Malta  was  affigne^  to  theifaw 

Pou  eu  rejponde  efloufacrtficamk^  ^herc  they  now  remain.     By  their  oath  of 

i.  e.  To  whom  when  they  told  the  dreadfal  knighthood  they  are  bound,  tb  proted  th« 

tidings,  "  And  I,  he  replies,  am  i)ipificing."  Hofy  Sepulchre  from  the  prpBmation  of  In- 

The  piety  of  Numa  was  crowned  with  vie-  fidels  ;•  andimmediately  on  taking  this  oath,^ 

tory.  Vid.  Plut.  in  vit.  Num.  thpv  retire  to  their  col]eges,where  they  live  on 

y  The  Lufian  Scipio  well  might  /peak  hit  their  revenues  in  att  the  idlenefs  of  monkilh 

fame^  luxury.    Their  original  habit  was   black 

But  neller  Nunio ^iW  a  greater  naiiu*^    «.  with  a  white  crofs ;  their  arn^S.  Qnks,^  a 

Caftera  jufUy  obferves  the  happlnefs  with  Crofs,  Argent. 
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Again,  behold,  in  gore  he  bathis  his  fword ; 

His  captive  friend,  to  liberty  '  rcftor'd. 

Glows  to  review  A^ie  cauf^  ihat  wrought  his  woe,   • 

The  caufe,  his  Ipyalty  as  ts^intlefs  fnow. 

Here  Treafon's  we}l-earn'd  meed  allures  thine  eyes. 

Low  groveling  in  the  duft  the  Tray  tor  dies ; 

Great  Elvas  ga,ye,  tjhe  blow :  Again,  '  behold. 

Chariot  and  ftecfl  in  purple  ilaughter  rpljl'd  ^: 

Great  Elvas  triumphs ;  wide  o'er  Xeres'  plain 

Around  him  reeks  the  nobleft  blood  of  Spain. 

Here  Lifbon's  fpacious  harbour  meets  the  view  ; 
How  vaft  the  foe's,  the  Lufian  fleet  ho^jr  few  ! 
Cafteel's  proud  war-fhips,  circling  round,  enclofc 
The  Lufian  galleys ;  through  their  thundering  rows. 
Fierce  prcffing  on,  Pereira  fearlei^  rides. 
His  hooked  irons  grafp  the  AmmVaVs  (ides  : 
Confufion  maddens ;  on  the  dreadlefs  knight 
Caftilia's  navy  pours  its  gather'd  might : 


*  His  capti'Ui  /nf»if^''^Btfore  John  I. 
mounted  the  throne  of  Portugal,  one  Vaico 
Poicallo  wias  governor  of  Villaviciora.  Ro* 
deric  de  Laadroal  and. his  friend  Alvareas 
Cuytadoy  having  difcovered  that  he  was  in 
the  intereil  of  the  king  of  CafU^e,  drove 
him  from  his  town  and  fortrefs.    On  thoj 
eftabltfhment  of  king  John,  Porcallo  had 
the  art  to  obtain  the  favour  of  that  prince^ 
bat  no  fooner  wa^  he  re-inftated  in  the  gar- 
riftm,  than  he  delivered  it  up  to  the  CafU- 
Hans ;  and  plundered  the  hou(e  of  Cuytado, 
whom,  with  his  wife,  he  made  prifoner; 
and  under  a  numerous  party>  ordered  to  be 
fent  to  Oiiven^i.     Rodenq  de  Landroal 
hearing  of  this.- attacked  and  defeated  the 
efcort,  and  fet  his  friend  at  liberty.  Caflera, 
*  Hen  trtafon^i  'weU-tanCd  meed  atlures 


ibim  ^f/— While  the  kingdom  of  Portugal 
was  divided,  fome  holding  widi  John  uie 
newly  eleded  king,  and  others  with  the 
kine  of  Caftile,  Roderic  Marin,  governor 
of  Sampo-Major,  declared  for  the  latter^ 
Fernando  d'Elvas  endeavoured  to  gain  him 
to  the  intereft  ef  his  native  prince,  and  a 
conference,  with  the  ufual  aiTurances  of 
fafety,  was  agree^  to.  Marin»  at  this  meet- 
ing,  feized  upon  Elvas,  and  fent  him  pri- 
foner to  his  caftle.  Elvas  having  recovered 
his  liberty,  a  few  days  after  met  his  enemy 
in  the  field,  whom  in  his  turn  he  made  cap- 
tive; and  the  traiterous  Marin,  notwiih^ 
(landing  the  endeavours  of  their  captain  to 
fave  his  life,  met  the  reward  of  his  treafon 
from  the  foldicrs  of  Elvas.  Partly  from 
Caflera^ 


Uu  2 


Pereira 


m. 


rT  .Hr  E.  jh^  ^   h  Ai'D.        BjW  YIWk 


Pcreira  dies,  their  fdl4-4fF9WdefVf«yif  :  :  ., 
And  fafe  the  Lufian  gaUejp.^eed'*  «k*J^'« 


/■! 


»  / 


' » »  •  ^-» 


r    » 


^'wo['!> 


'     t  r 


Lo,  where  tKe  Umon-trtti'ttotA-'joti'gfe^k^t'^^-^  '■ 
Throw  their  cool  fliadow¥  o'er 'the  chfjfftal  ktX';  ' ''^    ' ' 
There  twice  two  hundred"  fierce  CaftifidrtfeeS    '  '    '     ''  " 
Twice  eight,  forlorrt,  of  tuiian' race  tfnrfofff ;       1 
Forlorn  they  feem  j  but'  tainrfeil'  ffow'd  'their  blbfir*  - '■  * ' '    ^  -  ' ' " ' 
From  thofe  three  hunflrtd  who  of  A(*  witHrtbok;  ''••'•••     -' 

r    •  r  '  »  ' 

Withflood,  and  from  a  thbufand  Romans  fore 

•  •  • 

The  viftor- wreath,  what  time  the  **  fhepherd  bore 

The  leader's  ftafF  of  Lufii^r  cquaf  farire'' -'i^      i    .  :         ,.  : 

Ihfpired  thefe  few,  theh  vkldry  the  fettie*/^   .  '    >'         ; 

Though  twenty  lances^  bratFc  eaehr' fiflgle  jFpeafi  ' 

Never  the  foes  fepcrior  might  to  feap 

Is  our  inheritance,  our  n^ive  rights 

Well  tried,  wxll  proved  m  many  a^dreadfid  fig<hfc       ;  '  .. 

That  dauntlefs  earl  behold j  on  Libya's  coaft, 

•  •  •  , 

Far  from  the  fuccour  of  the  Lufian  ^  hoft. 


*  And  /aft  the  Lujtan  galleys  /fftid  anvay, 
—A  numerous  fleet  of  the  Caftifisns  being 
on  their  way  to  lay  fiege  to  Liiboik'y  Ray 
Pereyra,  the  Pbrtugufe  commandefy  feeing 
no  poffihility^of  vid^ory,  boldlj  attacked  the 
Spanifh  admiral.  The  fury  of  his  onfet  put 
the  CaflUians  in  di/brdery  and  allowed  the 
Fortuguefe  galleys  a  fafe  efcape.  In  this 
brave  piece  of  lervicc  the  g^lant  Pcreyra 
loft  his  life.     Caftera. 

<*  —  the  Jhepherd — Viriatus. 

«  '—^equal  flame  tnfpired  thefe  frw 
The  Caftilians  having  laid  fiege  to  Aimada, 
a  fortrefs  on  a  mountain  near  Liibon,  the 
garrifon,  in  the  utmofl  diilrcfs  for  water. 


were  obliged  at  times  to  maloe  M&u  to  Ac 
bottom  of  the  hill'  in  queitof  it.  Seventeen. 
Pbreit9iiefe  tiiaseiMltfyedy.  wore  one  day  at- 
tteked  by  four  hundred  of  the  enemy.  They 
made  a  l)rave  defence  and  happy  netseac  into 
their  fortrefs.     Ca/hrs* 

'  Far  from' the  Jwccouff  the  Lafitmbtft^'^ 
When  Albnzo  V.  took  Ccuta,  Don*  Pedro  de 
NTeneses',  was  the  only  officer  jsls  tlie  army 
who  was  willing  to  become  governor  of  that 
fertrefs ;  which,  on  account  of  tbe  uncer- 
tainty of  fuccour  from  Portugal,  and  the 
eamefl  de(ire  of  the  Moors  to  regadn  it^ 
was  deemed  untenable.  He  gallantiy  de* 
fended  his  poA  in  two  fewere  £eg». 

Twice 
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Twice  hard  befi^cd  he  hoJ<is-  the,CeQ(«n< 
Againft  the  banded  raigb^  of  Afrk*?  po^era: 
That  'other  earl; — b^K>|d'th^  pQrt  ho  bbcc. 
So  trod  ftcrn  Mar>  cnvThraciai's  hiH»of  :yorc. 
What  groves  of  fpears  Alcazar's  gates  furround  ! 

* 

^heve  Afric'is  tiatiom  blad^n  o'er  the  gfonftd. 
A  thtJnfaflrf  «n%fls  glitteroig  to  the  day 
The-wahiiitg  moon**  flaiit  filter  horns  display,! 
In  vain  their  rag.e ;  na  gate,  no  turret  falls. 
The  br^ve-  De  Vian;  guards  Alcazar's  walk, 
in  ho^eieis  cqr&i^  ioihp  his  king^  appears  > 
Amidr  tbr  thkkeft  of  the  Moorifh  fpears 
Phtnges  bold  Viart :  in  the  glorious  flrife 
He  dies,  and  dying  faves  his  fovereign's  life. 


I 


t    , 


Illuftriotrs,  lo,  two  brother-heroes  /hine, 
Their  birth,  their  deeds,   adorn  the  royal  line ; 
To  every  king  of  princely  Europe  known  \ 
In  every  court  the  gallaiit  Pedro  fhone. 
The  glorious  *  Henry  — ^  kindling  at  his  name 
Behold  my  failors"  eyes  all  fparkle  flame  ! 


*  Tlfof  other  Mr/— He  was  the  naturaf 
fcn  of  0on  Pedro  <fc  Mcnczcs.  Ak>nzo  V. 
one  day  having  rode  oat  from  Ceuta  with  a 
few  pendants  was  attacked  bv  a  numerous 
party  of  the  Moors,  when  De  Vian,  and 
tome  others  under  him,  at  the  expence  of 
their  own- lives,  purchased  the  fafe  retreat 
of  their  fovereign. 

^  tivQ.  prother'beroes  Jhine         ■  The 

fons  of  John  I.  Don  Pedro  was  called  the 
UlyfTes  of  his  age,  on  'account  both  of  hi* 
do^uence  and  his  voyages.  He  vliked  ai* 


mod  everv  court  of  Euftme,  b»t  he  princi- 
paliy  dimnguifhed  hirafelf  in  Germany^ 
whmr,  uader  the-  ftiaAdards  of  the  emperor 
Sigiikiond,  he  ftgnaHfed  his-  valour  in  the 
war  agaiii^  the  Turks*     Cafitra, 

«  The  glcri9us  Hewy'^^-'^la  purfuanco  of 
the  resLfaa^  afiigned  in  the  preface,  the  iran- 
flator  has  here  taken  the  liberty  to  make  a 
Iranfjsoiition  in  the  order  of  h\»  author, 
1a  Camoens*  Don  Pedro  de  Menezes,  and 
hii^fon  DeViany  conclude  the  defcription  of 
^  pifturtfd  enfigns*  Don  Henryi  the  greateft 

man 
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Henry  the  chief,  xvho  firft,  by  heaven  infpired. 
To  deeds  unknown  before,  the  failor  fired. 
The  confcious  failor  left  the  fight  of  fhorc. 
And  dared  new  oceanrs  never  ploughed  before. 


* . 


man  perhaps  that  ever  Portugal  produced, 
has  certainly  the  beft  title  to  dofe  this  pfo-  . 
ceflion  of  the  Lufian  heroes.*-  And  as  he  was 
the  father  of  navigation,  particularly  of  the. 
voyage  of  Gama,  to  fum  up  the  narrative 
with  his  encomium^  it  may  be  hoped  hfis 
even  fome  critical  propriety.    It   remains 
now  to  make  a  few  observations  on  this  . 
feeming  epifode  of  Camoens.     The  ihield 
of  Achilles  has  had  many  imitators,  fome 
in  one  degree,  others  in  another.    The  imi- 
tation of  Ariollo,  in  the  xxxxii  canto  of  his 
Orlando  Furiofo,  is  moil  fancifully  ingenious  ;• . 
and  on  this  undoubtedly  the  Portuguefe  poet 
had  his  eye,    Pharamond  king  of  France,  , 
having  reiolved  to  conquer  Italy,  defires  the 
fricndlhip  of  Arthur  king  of  Britain.     Ar- 
thur fends  Merlin  the  magician  to  aiCil  him 
with  advice.     Merlin    by  his  fupematural 
art  nufes  a  fumptuous  hall,  on  the  fides  of 
which  all  the  future  wars,  unfortunate  to 
the  French  in  their  invafions  of  Italy,  arc 
painted  in   colours   exceeding  the  pencils 
of  the  greateft  mailers.     A  aefcription  of 
thcfe  pitlures,  an  epifode  much  longer  than 
this  of  Camoens,  is  given  to  the  heroine 
Bradamant,   by  the  knight  who  kept  the 
calUe  of  Sir  Triilram,  the  place  where  the 
inchanted  hall  remained.     But  though  the 
poetry  be  pleafmg,  the  whole  fi£lion,  unlefs 
to  amufe  the  warlike  lady,  has  nothing  to 
do  with  the  aflion  of  the  poem.     Unity  of 
deiign  however,  is  neither  claimed  by  Arioilo 
in  the  exordium  of  his  work,  nor  attempted 
in  the  execution.   An  examination  thereforcs 
of  the  condudl  of  Homer  and  Viigil  will  be 
more  applicable  to  Camoens.     To  give  a 
landfcape  of  the  face  of  the  country  which 
is  the  fcene  of  adlion,  or  to  defcribe  the 
heroes  and  their  armour,  are  the  becoming 
ornaments  of  an  epic  poem.     Milton's  beau- 
tiful defcription  of  Eden,  and  the  admirable 
painting  of  the  ihield  of  Achilles,  arc  like 
the  embroidery  of  a  fuit  of  cloaths,  a  part  - 
of  the  fttbjeft,  and  injure  not  the  graceful- 
nefs  of  the  make ;  or  in  other  words,  defboy 
not  the  unity  of  the  adion.    Yet  let  it  be 


obierved,  that  admirable  as  tliey  axe,  the 
Di£bires  on  the  ihield  of  Achilles,  confiderol 
Dy  themfelves,  have  no  relation  to  the  a£Uon 
ofthclliad.  If  fix  of  the  apartments  may 
ht  faid  to  rottfe  the  hero  to  war,  the  other 
fix  may  with  equal  jufilcc  be  caUed  an  ob^ 
vioQs  admonition  or  a  charge  to  turn  hn& 
bandmin.  In  th^t  part  of  the  Eneid  where 
Virgil  greatly  improves  upon  his  matter,  ia 
the  viitons  of  his  future  race  wtdch  Ancfaifes 
gives  to  Eneas  in  Elyfinm,  the  bufinefs  of 
the  poem  is  admirably  fuftained,  and  the 
hero  is  tnfpired  to  encountdr  every  danger  oa 
the  view  of  fo  greaX  a  reward.  Tht  de- 
'ictiption  of  the  inteld  of  Eneas  however  is 
lefs  conneded  with  the  condud  of  the  fable. 
Virgil  indeed  intended  that  hb'poem  ihould 
contain  all  the  honours  of  his  country,  aiid 
has  therefore  charged  the  ihield  of  faiis  hero 
with  what  parts  of  the  Roman  hiflory  were 
omitted  in  the  vifton  of  Elyfium.  But  fo 
foreign  are  theie  pidures  to  the  war  with 
Turnus,  that  the  poet  himfelf  tells  us  Eneas 
was  ignorant  of  the  hiilory  which  they  con- 
tained. 

7  alia,  per  clypeum  Fulcani,  Jona  parent  Is 
Miratur:  rerumqui  ignarm  imagtjugaudet^ 

Thefe  obf^rvations,  which  the  tranilator 
believes  have  efcaped  the  critics,  were  fug<^ 
gelled  to  him  by  the  condu6l  of  Camoens, 
whofe  deiign,  like  that  of  Virgil,  was  to  write 
a  poem  which  might  contain  ^1  the  triumnhs 
of  his  country.  As  the  ihield  of  Eneas  iup- 
plies  what  could  not  be  introduced  in  the 
viHon  of  Elyfium,  fo  the  eniigns  of  Gama 
complete  the  purpofe  of  the  third  and  fourth 
Lufiads.  The  ufi^  of  that  long  epifode,  the 
converfation  with  the  king  of  Melinda^  and 
its  connedioa  with  the  fubjed,  have  been 
already  obferved.  The  feeming  epifode  of 
the  pidures,  while  it  fulfils  the  promife. 

And  all  my  country* t  avari  tbi  fong  adwm^^ 

is  alio  admirably  conneded  with  the  conduct 
of  the  poem.  The  Indians  naturally  deiire 
to  be  informed  of  the  country,  the  hiilory„ 

and 


Book  VIII. 


THE        L  U  S   I   A  D. 


337 


The  various  wealth  of  every  diftant  land 
He  bade  his  fleets  explore^  his  fleets  command. 
The  ocean's  great  Difcoverer  he  fhines  j 
Nor  lefs  his  honours  in  the  ^larti^l  lines  : 
The  painted  flag  the  cloud-wrapt  flege  displays. 
There  Ceuta*s  rqcking  wall  its  truft  betrays. 

Black  yawns  the  breach  ;  the  point  of  n>any  a  fpear 
Gleams  through  the  fmoke ;  loud  ihpi)ts  aftoundthe  ear. 
Whofe  ftep  fir  ft  trod  the  dreadful  .p»fs  ?.  whofc  fwqrd .. 
Hew'd  its  dark  way,  firft  with  the  foe  begored  ? 
*Twas  thine,  O  glorious  Henry,  firft  to  dare  . 
The  dreadful  pafs,  and  thine  to  clofe  the  wan 


and  power  of  their  fordgh  vifitors,  and  Pan-" 
III!  (ets  it  before  their  eyes.  In  every  pro- 
greffion  of  the  fcenery  the  bufineis  of  the  / 
poem  advances.  The  regent  and  his  atten- 
dants are  ftnick  with  the  Warlike'  grandeur 
and  power  of  the  ftrangers,  and  to  accept  of 
their  friendlhip,  or  to  prevent  the  forerun- 
ners of  fo  martial  a  nation  to  carry^  home 
the  tidings  of  the  difcovery  of  India»  becomes 
the  great  obje£l  of  their  confideration.  And 
from  the  pafiions  of  the  Indians  and  Moors, 
thus  agitated,  the  great  cataftrophe  of  the 
Lufiad  is  both  nat^ly  and  artfully  pro- 
duced. 

As  every  reader  is  not  a  cridc  in  poetry, 
to  (bme  perhaps  the  exprei&ons 

And  the  tired  ox  lows  on  his  weary  way  -— 
I  loqd  ihouts  aftound  the  ear 

And  the  abrupt  fpeech  of  an  enraged  war- 
xipr,  afcribed  to  a  pidure, 

>■  Here  no  foreign  throne 

8hall  fix  its  bale,  my  native  king  alone 
Shall  reign  ■ 

may  appear  as  unwarrantable.  This  how- 
ever, let  them  be  afliired,  is  the  languageof 
the  genuine  fpirit  of  poetry,  when  the  pro- 
ductions of  the  Mer  mufe  are  the  obj^a  of 
defcription.  Let  one  very  hold  induce  of 
chis  appear  in  the  piAure  of  the  dance  of  the 


yoQtfas  and  maidens  on  the  fhield  of  Achiller* 
thus  faithfully  rendered  by  Mr.  Pope ; 

<  Now  all  at  ance  they  rife,  at  once  deicend. 
With  well-taught  feet :  now  ihape,  in  oblique 

ways, 
ConfusMIy  regular,  the  moving:  maze  : 
Now  forth  at  oiice,  too  fwift  for  fight  they  fpring. 
And  undtflhsguilihM  blend  the  flying  ring : 
So  whirls  a.  wheel,  in  giddy  circles  toft. 
And  rapid  as  it  nms,  the  fingle  fpokes  are  loft. 
The  gazing  multitudes  admire  around  : 
Twd  a£live  tumblers  in  the  center  bound  j 
Now  high,  now  low,  their  pliant  limbs  they 

•  bend  : 
And  gen*ral libngs  tliefprightly  nvel  end. 

II.  xvxii. 

Sometimes  when  defcribin^  a  piAute,  poetry 
will  fay,  the  figures  /eem  to  move,  to  trem- 
ble, or  to  fmg.  Homer  has  once  or  twice» 
on  the  ihield  of  his  hero,  given  this  hint  how 
to  miderilaiki  him.  But  often  to  repeat  the 
qualification  were  quite  eppofite  to  the 
bold  and  free  ijpirit  of  poeijr,  which  de- 
lights in  perfonification,  and  m  giving  life 
and  paffion  to  every  thing  it  defcribes.  It  is 
owine  to  the  ihperior  force  of  this  fpirit, 
tc^ther  with  the  more  beautiful  colouring 
of^  its  landfcape-views,  that  the  ihield  of 
Achilles,  in  poetical  merit,  fo  greatly  excels 
the  buckler  of  Eneas,  though  the  divine  work- 
man of  the  latter,  had  the  former  as  a  pattern 
before  him. 


Taught 
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Taught  by  his  might,  and  fjwnHed  in  hicr  gore 
The  boaftful  pride  of  AfHc  tower'd  no  more. 

1 

Numerous  though  nhcfe,  more  hmherous  warriors  Ihiirc 
Th'  illuftrious  glory  of  the  Lufian  line. 
But  ah,  forlorn,  what  Aiame  to  barbarous  *  prkk  ! 
Friendlefs  the  mafter  of  the  pencil  died  i 
Immortal  fame  his  deathkfs  labours  gave  ; 
Poor  man;  He  funk-  neglefted  to  the  grave  I 

The' gallant  Paulus  faithful  thus  explained 
The  various  deeds  the  pifturcd  ^ags  contain 'd. 
Still  o V  and  o'er,  and  fttU  again  ttHtked, 
The  wondering  Regent  of  the  wars  enquired  ; 
Still  wondering  heard  the  various  plealing  tale. 
Till  o'er  the  decks  cold  fighed  the  evening  gale : 
The  falling  darkness  dimm'd  the  caftern  Ihore, 
And  twilight  hovcr'd  o'er  the  billpws  hoar 
Far  to  the  weft,  when  with  his  noble  band 
The  thoughtful  Regent  fought  his  native  ftrand. 


/ryV/f«-<— la  theorigiBal, 

^   Mits  fahamlbes  pintel^  faitamlhei  t^res^ 
HoMTttf  premh^  fa*uor^  que  as  arfa  eriS^m 

**  But  the  pendl  was  wantine*  colours  were 
"'  wanting,  honour,  rewar?,  £ivoar,  the 
**  nourifliert  of  the  arts."  This  itemed  to 
the  tranflitor  as  an  impropriety,  and  con« 
trary  to  the  purpoTe  of  the  whole  fpeech  of 
Paolus,  which  was  to  give  the  Catual  a  high 
idea  of  Portugal.    In  the  fitte  of  the  ima- 


ginary painter,  the  Lullan  poet  gives, us  the 
picture  of  his  own,  and  refentmrnt  wmng' 
this  impropriety  from  him.  The  fpiiit  <» 
the  complaint  nowever  is  prefcrvcd  in  the 
tranflsdon.    The  couplet. 

Immortal  fame  his  deathlefs  labours  gave ; 
Poor  man.  He  lunk  ntgleftgd  to  the  gnve  1 

is  not  in  the  original.  It  is  the  figh  of  ia* 
dignation  over  the  unworthy  Ate  <h  the  a»» 
happy  Camoens. 

O'er 
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O'er  the  tall  mountain-^foreft's  waving  boughs 
Aflant  the  new  moon's  flender  horns  arofe ; 

Near  her  pale  chariot  fhone  a  twinkling  ftar^ 

Andj  fave  the  murmuring  of  the  wave  afar. 

Deep-brooding  filence  reign'd  ;  each  labour  clofed. 

In  deep's  foft  arms  the  fons  of  toil  repofed. 

And  now  no  more  the  moOn^her  gliinpfes  ihed, 

A  fudden  black-wing'd  cloud  the  iky  o'erfpread, 

A  fullen  murmur  through  the  woodland  groan'd. 

In  woe-fwoln  fighs  the  hollow  winds  bemoan'd ; 

Borne  on  the  plaintive  gale  .^  pattenng  fhower, 

Increafed  the  horrors  of  the  evil  hour. 

Thus  when  the  great  Earthihaker  rocks  the  ground> 

He  gives  the  prelude  in  a  dreary  found ; 

O'er  Nature's  face  a  horrid  gloom  he  throws, 

With  difmal  note  the  cock'unufual  crows, 

A  fhrill-voiced  howling  trembles  thro'  •  the  air 

As  pafling  ghofts  were  weeping  in  dcfpair  ; 

In  difmal  yells  the  dogs  confefs  their  fear, 

And  (hivering  own  fomc  dreadful  preiTence  near. 

So  lower'd  the  night,  the  fullen  howl  the  fame. 

And  mid  the  black- wing'd  gloom  ftern  Bacchus  came ; 

The  form  and  garb  of  Hagar's  fon  he  took. 

The  ghoft-like  afped,  and  the  threatening  *  look. 

'  ^hi  ghofi'like  afpiS  and  the  tbnatemng        trux  afpeSus  it  'uox  tirribiUs^  of  a  fierce 
/^tfi.^Mohammed,  by  all  hiftorians,  is  de-       thitatcning  aTped,  voiot,  and  demeanour, 
fcribed  as  of  a  pale  Uvid  complexion^  and 

X  X  Then 
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Then  o'er  the  pillow  of  a  Au'loos  pnfS&a^ 

Whofe  burning  zeal  the  KormV  loffe  pto^»  ,  . 

Revealed  he  ftood  confpiqi^ms  ia  a  dreooi. 

His  femblance  fhining  as  the-  ooooQ'f  pale  ^eaiia  : 

And  guards  he  cries»  my  fbn,  O  timely  guartj^ 

timely  defeat  the  dreadful  fnare  prcjptir'd  ^ 

And  canft  thou  qaxcle&  imaddbdcd  Heept 

While  thefe  flern  lawlefe  rovers  of  i&ie  decfi 

Fix  on  thy  Qative  flK>fe  a  foreiga  throne^ 

Before  whofe  ftepB  thy  Uuieft  nfit  AnU  ^loftn ! 

He  fpoke ;  cold  horror  (hook  the  Moorifh  jprwft ; 

He  wakes,  but  foon  reclines  in  wonted  reft-: 

An  airy  phantom  of  the  flumberiag  bram 

He  deem'd  the  vifion ;  when  the  Fiend  c(gain» 

With  ilerner  mien  and  forcer  acc^SAt  fpoke  ; 

Oh  f  aithlefs  1  wprthy  of  th^  foreign  yoke ! 

And  knoweft  thou  not  thy  prophet  ient  by  hcattfb^ 

By  wiiom  the  Koran's  facred  lore  was  gtven» 

God's  chiefeft  gift  to  nnien :  And  ibuft  I  leave 

The  bowers  6f  Paradife,  for  you  to  grieve. 

For  you  to  watch,  while  thoughtkfs  of  your  woe 

Ye  ileep,  the  carelefs  vidims  of  the  foe ; 

The  foe,  whofe  rage  will  fdon  with  cruel  joy. 

If  unoppofed,  my  facred  flirines  deftroy. 

Then  while  kind  heaven  th'  aufpicious  hour  beitows, 

J^et  every  nerve  their  infant  ftrength  dppofe. 


When 
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When  foftly  uihered,  fay  the  milky  ^  dzvrn 

The  fun  firft  rifes  o'er  the  daififid  lawn 

His  filver  luftr^^  zs  the  ibsniog  devy 

Of  radiance  mild^  ui^rt  the  eye  may  View : 

But  when  on  high  ^  noon^-tide  flaining  rays 

Give  all  the  force  of  liying  fire  to  IAbsdc, 

A  giddy  darknefs  ftrikes  the  conquered  fight. 

That  dares  in  all  his  g^oiw  the  Lord  of  light. 

Such,  if  on  India's  foil  the  tender  (hoot 

Of  thefe  proud  cedars  fix  the  ftubborn  root. 

Such  (hall  your  power  before  dieqi  fink  decay'd. 

And  India's  ftrength  (hall  wither  in  their  (hade. 

He  fpoke ;  and  inftant  from  his  vot'ry's  bed 
Together  with  repofe,  the  daemon  fled ; 

k  Whin  fifth  ujbit^d  fy  ihi  miUj  dovm  c^niere  hmimHTi,  tf  f^efis  rajtPm  rSfM^ 

m  fun  firft  rtfit.^"-^^^  I  jdecdvc  myfelf  ht  ardiun  dn  midu  on  ttuUfit  en  'vain  ds 

Smdy,  toys  Caften,  if  this  fiqiilp  is  not  tbs  rinvi/sgin  mn  trmp%  0Wi^ltmnt  fir^ii  k 

moft  noble  and  the  moft  natural  that  can  be  frix  di  cetu  mtdace. 

f»  de  Vega,  in  his  comedy  of  Orpheus  and  Eni  quarto  ht  firaci  a  for^a  defta  gefite, 

urydice.  Ad  I.  Scene  1.  Ocdcna  €0199  cm  tudo  fc  1^, 

^       *                       .    .  Poiquc  qiiando  o  Sol  fir,  ftu;ilmente 

Cam  mrarfuidt  fir  ^  pS|e  nelle  por  a  agtida  viftat 

Blfil  «/  mmmnar^  Porcm  depofs  que  lobe  €laro,'&  ardentc!^  ^ 

/  ftuuuU  fi  gndindtf  m."  8e  a  agudexa  dot  olhot  o  con^uifta 

Caftera  adds  a  very  loofe    tranflation  of  Jao  cega  fica,  quando  ii«rcis, 

SSfeLamih  lints  in  Fiench  verfe.    Th^  8e  raucs  enar  Ihe  ««>  tolhe... 

literal  Engliih  is,  Jj  tiifitu  m^  4#  i^^fd  ^^ ^  ^^  humUed  by  tv^ff ; 

iautatiMi  of  Cmom  U  •vkkat.    A»Cj^-       ,  .j^^  w  ye  may  tefi»  tfcfn  by  *J|  i>»*- 
ten  M  fo  veiy  tMid  in  hit  ewwmora  of  jh^  p^  when  the  fiwit»hit  wm^  yit. 


fine  fimile  of  the  iim,  itisbatinftice  coadd  Unwi  hit  jwmwjv  Aiwiejr  Men  mwr  i^iw  I 

Ills  tranflation  of  it,  together  with  the  ongi-  jut  Itt  him  once  tip  to  hit  xinUhfh 

nal  Portogoefe,  and  the  tranflation  of  Fan-  He  Mket  them  Afitrf  with  his  «^i*«*  rtytx 


flaw,    'ftut  thtf  French  wnflator.  .  So  tfM  wiU  ye  )^^JJ^^^X^ 

La  yitucfiu'tnmfi^imr  k  darti  dnfiM         ?  ^  P«nnit  thcfe  cid^t  to  take  wot. 
MdJ^,  mail  lorfyu'il  fift  wante  dans  fa 

X  X  2  Ag^^ 
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Again  cold  horror  fhook.  ther  zekfot's  fhunfe^I    . 
And  all  his  hatred  of  Mefiiah^s  namb         "»' 
Burn'd  in  his  venom'd  hearti  while  vefl'd  in  night 
Right  to  the  palace  fped  the  rdaemon'^s  ilight^     .    .. 
Sleeplefs  the  king  he  found  in  dubious  thought  i   I  \ 
His  confcious  fraud  a  thotxfimd  terrors  brobght : 
All  gloomy  as  the  hbur^w  around  him  ftand 
With  haggard  looks  the  hoary  magi  '  band ;. 
To  trace  what  fates  on  India's  wide  domain 
Attend  the  rovers  fr^xn  unheard  of  Spain, 
Prepared  in  dark  futurity  tO;  prove 
The  hell-taught  rituals  of  infcrn^  Jove  : 
Muttering  their  charms  and  fpells  of  dreary  founds 
With  naked  feet  they  beat  the  hollow  ground  ; 
Blue  gleams  the  altar's  flame  along  the  wialls/ 
With  difmal  hollow  groans  the  vidim  falls.; 
With  earneft  eyes  the  prieftly  band  explore 
The  entrails  throbbing  in  the  living  gore. 
And  lo,  permitted  by  tbp  power  divine. 
The  hovering  dsenion  gives  the  dreadful  "  fign. 


«    *  s 


'Around  him  ftand 


With  hmggard  l-kfthi  hoary  magi  htaid^Ot 
the  BnlimiiiSy  the  dWiners  of  India.  Am- 
mianat  Marccllinus,  1.  23,  ftys^  that" the 
Verfaoi  Magi  dcriTed  their  knowledge  -from 
the  Brachmanes  of  India.  Aii4  Arrianus, 
L  7  exprcfly  gives  the  Brahmins  the  name 
of  Magt.  The  Magi  of  India,  fays  he,  told 
Alexander  on  his  precenfions  to  divinity,  that 
in  every  thing  he  was  liktf  other  men,  except 
that  he  took  lefs  left,  and  did  more  mifchicf. 


The  Brahmins  are  never  among  modem 
writers  called  Magi* 

<"  Thi  htvirimg  d^fwum  gi'uei  the  druul/ml 
^«.— This  has  an  aliufion  to  the  tmth  pf 
hiftory.  Barroa  relates,  that  an  Augur  beia^ 
brought  before  the  Zamorim*  .**  Em  hum 
*uafi*  dt  arum  Vht  moftrara  bunas  mmt^  qua 
n/in  hafn  it  muj  long$  para  a  India^  t  qmt  m 
geute  d*iliat  feria  total  defintifom  dot  Mou^ 
roM  de  aqueUas  partes*  In  z,  vefiel  of  water 
he  ihewed  him  ibme  ihips  which  from  a 
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Here  furious  War  her  gleamy  faulchion  draws. 
Here  lean  ribb'd  Famine  .writhes  her.  falling  jaws; 
Dire  as  the  fiery  peflilential.  flar 
Darting  his  eyes,  high  on  his  trophied  car 
Stern  Tyranny  fweeps  wide  o*cr  India's  ground^ 
On  vulture  wings  fierce  Rapine  holers  round  j 
Ills  after  illsj^  and  India's  fetter'd  might, 

m 

Th'  eternal  yoke— —loud  fhrickihg  at  the  "fight 

The  ftarting  wizards  from  the  altar  fly. 

And  filent  horror  glares  in.  every  eye : 

Pale  flands  the  Monarch,  loft  in  cold  difinayj^ 

And  now  impatient  waits  the  lingering  day* 


143" 


^        •        »  •  'v  . 


«  .  t  ♦  • 


With  gloomy. aipedt  roie  the  lingering  dawn> 
And  dropping  tears  flowed  flowly  o'er  the  lawn ; 
The  Moorifh  Prieft  with  fear  and  vengeance  fraught. 
Soon  as  the  light  appeared  his  kindred  fought ; 


great  diftance  came  to  India,  the  people  of 
which  would  tStCt  the  otter  fubirerucm  of  liie 
Moors."  Camoens  has  certainly  chofen  a 
more  poetical  method  of  defcribinff  this 
divination,  a  method  in  the  fpirit  of  Virgil ; 
nor  in  this  is  he  inferior  to  his  great  maf* 
ter.  The  fupematural  flame  which  feizes 
on  Lavinia,  while  affifting  at  the  facrifice^ 
alone  excepted,  every  other  part  of  the 
augury  of  Latinns,  and  his  dnam  in  the 
Albonean  foreft,  whither  he  went  to  confolt 
his  anceftor  the  god  Famuut  in  dignity  and 
poetical  colouring,  caI^lOt  come  in  com* 
pari(bn  with  the  divin^ition  of  the  Maex, 
and  the  appearance  of  the  Daemon  in  Uie 
dream  of  the  Moorifh  Ppeft* 

■  n*  iternal  yoke^Ttat  pidure,  it  may 
perhaps  be  faid,  is  but  a  bad  compliment  to 


the  heroes  of  the  Lufiad,  and  the  fruits  of 
dieir  difeovery .  A  little  coofiderarion  how- 
ever will  vindicate  Camoens.  It  is  the 
Daemon  and  the  enemies  of  the  PortagpKfe 
who  procure  this  divination ;  every  thing  in 
itisdreadfo],  on  pnrpofe  to  determine  th# 
Zamorim  to  deflroy  the  fleet  of  Garoa. 
In  a  former  prophecy  of  the  conqueil  of 
India,  (when  tne  Catual  defcribes  the  fcul{>- 
tnre  of  the  royal  palace)  our  poet  has  been 
careful  to  afcribe  the  happieft  eiFedU  to  the 
difcoveiy  ot  his  heroes : 

Beneath  tbcir  fwmy  majeflic,  wiie,  sod  mild, 
Pfood  of  her  virion*  laws  thrice  happier  Iadim(mile(l> 

Would  to  God  this  may  come  to  pafsl  But 
the  prophecy  of  the  Dtfvil  has  hitherto,  alas,, 
been  this  true  onc« 


Appall'd 
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Appaird  and  trembling  with  ungeneroufi  feart 

In  fecret  council  met,  hi$  tale  they  hear  t 

As  checked  by  terror  or  impeird  by  hate 

Of  various  means  they  ponder  and  debate, 

Againft  the  Lufiah  train  what  arts  employ. 

By  force  to  (laughter^  or  by  fraud  deftroy ; 

Now  black,  now  pale,  &^r  bearded  cheeks  appear. 

As  boiling  rage  prevailed,  or  boding  fear  ;      - 

Beneath  their  (hady  brows  their  cj€»hzlls  roll. 

Nor  one  foft  gleam  befpeaks  the  generous  ibul  s 

Through  quivering  lips  th^  xkaw  their  panting  breath. 

While  their  dark  fraud  decrees  the  works  of  death  ^ 

Nor  unrefolved  the  power  of  gold  to  try 

Swift  to  the  lordly  Catual's  gate  they  hie  ■  ■    i  ■  ■ 

Ah«  what  the  vriCAom,  what  the  fleeplefs  care 

Efficient  to  avpid  the  traytor*s  fnare  ! 

What  human  power  can  give  a  king  to  know 

The  fmiling  afjped  of  the  lurking  foe  ! 

So  let  the  ^ra&t  ^  plead -***«*^dhe  patriot  king 

KflowS'  men,  knows  whence  the  patriot  virtues  fprtng  j 

From  inward  worth,  from  confcience  firm  and  bold. 

Not  ftom  the  man  whofc  honeft  name  is  fold, 

'  •  So  Ut  the  tyrai^  fj00d'^U  thtf  iUl$  I^i4 ^tm  th S^^^  hu^ tin Motrifk i9Uf. 

declamation,  a  feeming  cxcrcfccncc,  the  bii-  ,    k^^m^  ««##^«^^  k-  Au.  r^^\^  A^^^ 

Sivefs  of  the  poem  in  Wity  it  carried  on.  '^^^^^^'^^^l  *^  ^LT^^ 

The  Zamoiim,  and  Ms  prime  minilbr,  the  ™[^  ttfleftipns  wlucfa  immediate^  pi^ 


artfidly 
iheail^tioa 


cede  it. 


He 


Bw)ft  vfli.      r  H  ft 
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He  hopes  that  virtue,  iwh^dH  utt»H6t't  Wt^ght 
Stands  fixt,  unveoriftg  wiA.  ^  ftbmttof  ftate. 

*  » 

Lured  was  the  Regent  with  the  Moorifli  ^gpld. 
And  now  agreed  their  fraudful  cour£e  to  hold. 
Swift  to  the  king  the  Regent's,  ikcj^  they  tread  | 
The  king  they  £3und  o'exwheim'd  m  facred  dread* 
The  word  they  take#  their  aacieot  deeds  relate^ 
Their  ever  faithful  fervioe  of  the  '  ftate ; 
For  ages  long,  from  fliore  to  diftant  (hoite 
For  thee  our  ready  keeh  the  traffic  bofe ; 


P  Tie  M$on' 


•ihiir  ancitnt  deeds 


relate^ 
^heir  enter  fait  B fid  firatice  $f  /he  Jfste-^^  An 
explanation  of  the  word  Moor  is  htrt  nwceC" 
iary.  When  the  Eaft  afforded  no  more  field 
for  the  fword  of  the  conqueror,  the  Sara- 
cens, affifted  by  the  Mooi^,  who  had  em- 
braced their  religion,  laid  the  fineil  coon- 
tries  in  Europe  in  blood  and  defdlldon.  As 
their  various  embarkations  were  from  the 
empire  of  Morocco,  the  Europ^ns  gave 
the  name  of  Moors  to  all  the  profeflbrs  of 
the  Mohammedan  religion.  •  In  }ht  fame 
inanner  the  eaftem  nations  blended  all  the 
iumies  of  the  Crufaders  under  one  appella- 
tion, and  the  Fr^/rl/,  of  whom  the  army 
of  Godfrey  was  moftly,  comtofed,  beCalde 
their  common  fiame  for  all  the  inhabitants 
^f  the  Well.  The  appellation  even  mciifld 
China.  When  the  Portuguefe  firft  arrived 
in  that  Empire,  the  Chinese  fofteniog  the 
T  into  U  called  both  them  and  their  can- 
by  the  name  of  Falanks^ 


son, 


a  name 


which  is  ftill  retained  at  Canton^  and 
other  parts  of  the  Chinefe  dominions. 
Before  the  arrival  of  Gam^,  as  already  ob- 
ferved,  all  the  traffic  of  the  Eafl,  from  the 
Ethiopian  fide  of  Africa  to.  China,  was  in 
ihe  hands  of  Arabian  Mohammedajis,  who« 
•without  incorporating  with  the  pagan  tia- 
Hives,  had  their  colonies  eflabli&ied  in  every 
CQnntry  coinmodious  for  commerce.    Theft 


the  PortDgvefe  called  Moors ;  and  at  fltdcnt 
t^  Mdhaatmddan^  of  India,  are  causd  Che 
Moors  of  Hindoftan  by  the  lateft  of  our 
SugliAiwriiert.  Theittelli^oe  diereMoom 
gave  to  one  another,  relative  to  the  aftiont 
of  Gamat  ^  general  terror  with  wUck 
they  beheld  the  appearance  of  £anq>eans^ 
whoic  liiadfhip  they  dreiided  a|  the  deOmc- 
tion  of  their  power ;  the  various  frauds  ami 
arts  they  employed  t»  prevent  the  ittnrti  of 
attt  man  of  Gama*s  fleet  to  Europe,  and  their 

*  threat  to  withdraw  from  the  dominions  of 
the  Zamorim,  are  all  according  to  the  troth 
of  hiflory^  The  Aieeohes  of  oie  ZaflK>rim 
nnd  of  Gatnz,  which  &Uow,  ate  alio  founded 
in  truth.  They  are  only  poetica!  paraphrafea 
•f  the  fpeechet  afcribed  hy  Ofomii,  to  the 
Indian  Ibvereign  and  the  Portuguefe  ad- 
nUt^.  Where  the  fuhjed  was  fo  happiljr 
adapted  to  the  epic  Mufe^  to  negled  it  would 
have  been  itprenenflMe :  aad  Camoens»not 
«njttflly«  thought*  diet  the  reali^  of  hit 
hcro'a  advoitures  site  «  dignity  to  his  fKnn. 
When  GiCma,  in  ms  difcourfe  with  the  king 
4)f  Melindai  fim&ef  the  defcnptkm  of  kia 
voyage^  he  makes  a  fpirited  apofUophe  to 
Homer  and  Virgil  i  and  afTerts,  that  the 
advenfitres  which  he  had  aAoally  expe- 
rienced, greatly  exceeded  all  the  wonders  of 

'  their  CiUes.  Camoens  alfo,  in  other  pai-ts 
of  the  poem«  avails  himfelf  of  Ihe  fame 
nflertioii«  « 

F6r 
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For  thee  we  dared  each,  horror  of  the  wave  i 
Whatever  thy  treasures  boaft  our  labours-  g^y^* 
And  wilt  thou  now  confer  our  long-earn'd  due, 
Confer  thy  favour  on  a  lawlefs  crew  ?    * 
The  race  they  boaft,  as  tygers  of  the  wold 
Bear  their  proud  fway  by  juftice  uhcontrouird. 
Yet  for  their  crimes,  expell'd  that  bloody  home, 

« 

Thefe,  o'er  the  deep,  rapacious  plunderers  roam. 

Their  deeds  we  know  -,  round  Afric's  fhores  they  came 

Arid  fpread,  where'er  they  paft,  devouring  flame  ; 

Mozambic's  towers,  enroll'd  in  fheets  of  fire. 

Blazed  to  the  fky,  her  own  funereal  pyre. 

Imperial  Calicut  ihall  feel  the  fame. 

And  thefe  proud  ftatc-rooms  feed  the  funeral  flame  -, 

While  many  a  league  far  round,  their  joyful  eyes 

Shall  mark  old  ocean  reddening  to  the  fkies. 

Such  dreadful  fates,  o'er  thee,  O  king,  depend. 

Yet  with  thy  fall  our  fate  /liall  never  blend  -; 

Ere  d*er  the  eaft  arife  the  fecon,d  dawn 

Our  fleets,  our  nation  from  thy  land  withdrawn. 

In  other  climes,  beneath  a  kinder  reign 

Shall  fix  their  port :  yet  may  the  threat  be  vain  ! 

If  wifer  thou  with  us  thy  powers  employ 

Soon  (hall  our  powers  the  robber-crewdeftroy. 

By  their  own  arts  and  fecret  deeds  d'ercome 

Here  (hall  they  meet  the  fate  efcaped  at  home.  * 

While 
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While  thus  the  Prieft  detainM  the  Monarch''^  ear» 
His  cheeks  confeft  the  quivering  puUe  of  fear. 
Unconfcious  of  the  worth  that  fires  the  brave. 
In  ftate  a  monarchy  but  in  heart  a  (lave. 
He  viewed  brave  Vasco  and  his  generous  train. 
As  his  own  paffions  flamp'd  the  confcious  ftain  : 
Nor  left  hi^  rage  the  fraudful  Regent  fired  ; 
And  valiant  Gama's  fate  was  now  confpired. 

Ambafiadors  from  India  Gama  fought. 
And  oaths  of  peace,  for  oadis  of  friendship  brought  i 
The  glorious  tale,  'twas  all  he  wiih'd,  to  tell ; 
So  Ilion's  fate  was  feal'd  when  Hedor  fell. 
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Again  convoked  before  the  Indian  throne. 
The  Monarch  meets  him  with  a  rageful  frown  ; 
And  own,  he  cries,  the  naked  truth  reveal. 
Then  fhall  my  bounteous  grace  thy  pardon  feal. 
Feign'd  is  the  treaty  thou  prcteftd'ft  to  bring. 
No  country  owns  thee,  and  thou  own'ft  no  king. 
Thy  life,  long  roving  o'er  the  deep,  I  know, 
A  lawlefs  robber,  every  man  thy  foe* 
And  tfaink'ft  thou  credit  to  thy  tale  to  gain  ? 

■s 

Mad  were  the  fovereign,  and  the  hope  were  vain. 
Through  ways  unknown,  from  utmoft  wcftern  fhore. 
To  bid  his  fleets  the  utmoft  eaft  explore. 

Y  y  Great 


•  • 
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Great  is  thy  monarch,  {o  thy  words  dcclfiu-c ; 
But  fumptuous  gifts  the  proof  of  grcatnjefs  bear : 
Kings  thus  to  kings  their  empire's  grandeur  ihew ; 
Thus  prove  thy  truth,  thus  we  thy  truth  allow. 
If  not,  what  credence  will  the  wife  afford  ? 
What  monarch  truft  the  wandering  feaman's  word.  ? 
No  fumptuous  gift  Thou  '  bring'ft  — Y6t,  though  Ibmc  crime 
Has  thrown  thee  banifli'd  from  thy  native  clime, 
(Such  oft  of  old  the  hero's  fate  has  been) 
Here  end  thy  toils,  nor  tempt  new  fates  unfeeii : 
Each  land  the  brave  man  nobly  calls  his  home : 
Or  if,  bold  pyrates,  o'er  the  deep  you  roam, 
Skill'd  the  dread  ftorni  to  brave,  O  welcome  here ! 
Fearlefs  of  death  or  fhame  confefs  iincere  t 
My  Name  (hall  then  thy  dread  proteAion  be>. 
^  My  captain  Thou,  unrivall'd  on  the  fea. 

Oh  now,  ye  Mufes,  fing  what  goddefs  fired 
Gama's  proud  bofom,  and  his  lips  infpired.. 


1  No  /umptuo¥s  gift  Tbou  Brin^JI^^  As 
the  Portttgiie(e  did  not  cxpeft  to  find  any 
people  bttt'faTages  beyond  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  they  only  brought  with  them 
fome  preferves  and  confedions,  with  trinkets 
of  coral,  of  glafs^  and  other  trifles.  This 
opinion  however  deceived  them.  In  Me- 
Imda  and  in  Calicttt  they  found  civilized 
nationsy  where  the  arts  flouriihed-;  who 
wanted  nothing ;  who  weiie  poficfled  of  all 
the  itfincments  and  delicacies  on  which  we 


value  ourfelves.  The  king  of  Melinda  hsA 
the  generofi^  to  be  contented  with  the  pre* 
fent  which  Gama  made;  but  the  Zamorun» 
with  adifdainful  eye,  beheld  the  gifts  vkscb 
were  offered  to  him.  The  prefent  was  thns : 
Four  mantles  of  fcarlet,  nx  hau.  adorned 
with  feathers,  four  chaplets  of  coral  beads^ 
twelve  Turky  carpets,  leven  drinkisg  cops. 
of  brafs,  a  cheft  of  fagar,  two  barrel  of 
oik  ttd  two  of  honey."    Cafitra. 


Fair 
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Fair  Ac  id  alia.  Love's  celeftial '  queeiij 

The  goddefs  of  the  fearlefs,  graceful  mien. 

Her  graceful  freedom  on  his  look  beflow*d. 

And  all  colle&ed  in  his  bofom  glow'd. 

Sovereign,  he  cries,  oft.witnefs'd,  well  I  know 

The  rageful  falfhood  of  the  Moorifli  foe. 

Their  fraudful  tales^  from  hatred  bred,  believed. 

Thine  ear  is  poifon'd,  and  thine  eye  deceived. 

What  light,  what  ihade  the  courtier's  mirrour  gives^ 

That  light,  that  (hade  the  guarded  king  receives* 

Me  haft  thou  view'd  in  cplours  not  mine  own. 

Yet  bold  I  promife  ihall  my  truth  be  known. 

tf  o'er  the  feas  a  lawlefs  peft  I  roam, 

A  blood^ftain'd  exile  from  my  native  home. 

How  many  a  fertile  fhore  and  beauteous  ifle^ 

'    •  •  •  , 

Where  Nature's  gifts  unclaim'd,  unbounded  fmile« 

Mad  h^ve  I  left,  to  dare  the  burning  zone, 

A  nd  all  the  horrors  of  the  gulphs  unknown 

That  roar  beneath  the  axle  of  the  world. 

Where  ne'er  before  was  daring  fail  unfurl'd  I 

And  have  I  left  thefe  beauteous  (hores  behind. 

And  have  I  dared  the  rage  of  every  wind. 

That  now  breathed  fire,  ^1)4  now  came  wing'd  Wf th  frpft. 

Lured  by  the  plunder  of  an  unknown  coaft  ? 

'  Fair  Acidalia^  Lovfs  aliftUl  quie»^  ftraint.  Addalia,  is  mie  of  the  Names  of 
Caibra  derives  Addalia  from  hail^  whicht '  Vcbw,  in  Vltgil ;  derived  from  Addalus, 
he  fayj,  implies  to  aft  without  fear  or  re-       a  foontain  faotd  to  her  in  Bceotia. 

Y  y  a  Not 


».«  ...  ..         ,,, 


<       •      t  « 


/«  »     ' 


■  • 
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Not  thus  the  robber  Idlves  his  fcertain  ptey 

For  the  gay  promife  of  ia  niiridtcft  diy. 

Dread  and  ftupcndoiii,  lilbl-fc  thin' d<Jath-abe«h*tf\han 

Might  hope  to  compas,  hiore'^dh  ^ifdbm  pl^hV 

To  thee  my  toil's,  ib  thee  ihy  (iangeri  rife  : 

Ah !  Lifbon's  kings  behoM  ti^ifch  other  t^s. 

Where  virtue  tallfe,  ^ete  gloky  ledds  tfre  tv-a^    ' 

... 

No  dangers  mavc'^ita,  ahd-hdrtoH^  'dJfhitty. 

Long  have 'the  kings  of  Ltcfiis*  "flif ihjj  race  tf    >: 

Refolved  the  limits  of  &e  dee{)  to  tratf^, ' 

Beneath  the  morn  to  ride  the  fkrtheft  MfraVfei;  - 

And  pierce  the  fartheft  "ttHore  did  dceih'hvesi ' 

« 

Sprung  from  the  *  Prince,  befdre  whofe  mitchlbfs  |k^r 
The  ftrcngth  of  Afric  Withcr'd  ^  a  flower 
Never  to  bloom  again,  great  'fichiy  Aidta, '  • 
Each  gift  of  hature  arid  6f  'art  -fes  6^  ,• 
Bold  as  his  fire,  by  toik  on  tdtts  tfntired^ 
To  find  the  Indian  Yhore  his  pride  aiplred. 
Beneath  thenars  that  ronnd' the  Hydra  QitHc^  :    .      ' 
And  where  fam'd  Afgo  liangis  the  hfciVenly  figh^  • 
Where  third  andfeVcr  burn  oh  tveiy  gale 
The  dauntlefs  Henry  *rt»ir'd  ith'e  LxifiaD  fa3. 
Embdl^'e'h'diiy  the  meci -iKzi  dcoym'^  his  t^nk. 
Beyond  the  wide-fpread  ^ihdres  aord  mundrous  ifles, 

'  tjirMffim  tit  Fiim  '  1  Joba  L 

'  VHuic 


Booit 


T   H   B        I*   U   S   I   A  D, 


35« 


Where  boi!i  die  trebles;  poor  fhe  burntikg  4i^, 
Succeeding  heroes  forced  th'  CKptoiing  way ; 
That  race  wbkh' stiver-  litew^d  the  Pleiad's  car> 
That  barbarous  radi  benetith  the  fottlh^^  ftar. 
Their  eyes  beheld — Dccad  rbat'd  the  bhft— thcwa 
Boils  to  the  iky,  the  meetiiig  whirlwinds  rate 
O'er  the  torn  heseritii ;  loud  on  their  atMre-ftmck  ear 


€€ 


€€ 


Great  Nature  feemM  to  eidl>  Approach  not4iere 
At  Lisbon's  court  they  toM  their  dread  tfcape. 
And  from  her  raging  tempefts,  named  the  *  Cape« 
«  Thou  fotithttictt  point,"*  the  joyful  king  exclaimed^ 

Cape  of  Gobd  Hope,  be  ihou  for  ever  Aiim«d ! 

Onward  my  ,^|it$  (hall  dare  the  dreadful  way, 
««  And  find  the  regions  of  ^  infant  day.^ 
In  vain  the  dark  and  ever-^howling  blaft 
Proclaimed,  This  ocean  never  ^all  be  pafti 
Through  that  dread  ocean^^  and  the  tempefts'  roar, . 
My  king  commanded,  and  ray  courie  I  bore. 
The  pillar  thus  of  deathlefs  *  fame,  begun  < 
By  other  chiefs^  beneath  the  rifing  fan 


Ca^#.— Birdiolomew  ihas,  was  the  firft  wlio 
diKOvered  the  fouthneft  fAt  of  AiKca. 
He  wai  driven  back  by  theibrms»  which  on 
tMe  feat  were  thought  always  to  coatiniie, 
and  which  the  leaned  of  fbfmer  ages,  fiiys 
Oibriiii»  thought  impaflkble.  Diu,  when 
lie  idated  his  vovage  to  Jdm  H.  called  Ae 
ibatfamoS  point  the  Cjqpe  of  Tempefts.  The 
«ipeQatiM  of  the  king,  hoMvcr,  waa  kind* 


kd  bj  the  accodnt,  and  wiA  inexpieffible 
joy,  lays  the  fiune  attthor,  he  ininie<ttately 
naxned  it  the  -Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

^  Thi  piHar  tbus  ef^athhfi  famtf  bigu» 
By  othir  thief s^  &C.' » 

Till  I  aoveadingwhst  thofeMW^ 
The  fnrtheft  pillar  in  thy  mlm  advance  | 
lia«lil«g'tbe  «lemeat  of  aolm  fw, 
Thioogh  hania  ftonna  I  lead  ta  this  the  dtfice« 


la 
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In  thy  great  realm  now  to  the  fkie$  I  rsufe^ 
The  deathlefs  pillar  of  my  nation's  praife. 
Through  thefe  wild  feas  no  coftly  gift'  I  brought; 
Thy  (hore  alone  and  friendly  peace  I  fought. 
'  And  yet  to  thee  the  nobleft  gift  I  bring 
The  world  can  b^aft,  the  friendihip  of  my  King* 
And  npiark  the  word,  his  greatnefs  fhall  appear 
When  nejrt  my  courfe  to  India's  ftrand  I  fteer. 
Such  proofs  I'll  bring  as  never  man  before 
In  deeds  of  £krife  or  peaceful  friendfliip  bore. 
Weigh  now  my  words,  my  truth  demands  the  lighti 
For  truth  ihall  everboaft^  at  laft»  reiiftlefs.  might. 


.  i 


m 

Boldly  the  Hero  fpake  with  brow  i!cvere> 
Of  fraud  alike  unconfcious  as  of  fear : 

His  noble  confidence  with  truth  impreft 

Sunk  deep,  unwelcome,  in  the  Monarch's  breaft. 

Nor  wanting  charms  his  avarice  to  gain 

Appear'd  the  commerce  of  illuflrious  Spain. 

Yet  as  the  fick  man  loaths  the  bitter  draught. 

Though  rich  with  health  he  knows  the  cup  comes  fraught  $ 

His  health  without  it,  fclf-deceiv'd,  he  weighs. 

Now  haftes  to  quaiF  the  drug,  and  now  delays  % 

Relaxant  thus  as  wavering  paflion  veer'd. 

The  Indian  Lord  the  dauntlefs  Gam  a  heard  : 
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The  Mooriih  threats  yet  founding  in  his  ear. 
He  ads  with  caution,  and  is  led  by  fear. 
With  folemn  pomp  he  bid«  his  lords  prepare 
The  friendly  banquet,  to  the  Regent's  care 
Commends  brave  Gam  a,  and  with  pomp  retires  ? 
The  Regent^  hearths  awake  the  fbcial  fires  ; 
Wide  o'er  the  board  the  royal  feaft  is  fpread. 
And  ^ir  embroidered  ihines  De  Gama's  bed« 
The  Regent's  palace  high  o'erlook'd  the  bay 
Where  Gama's  black-ribb'd  fleet  at  anchor  '^  lay. 


Ah,  why  the  voice  of  ire  and  bitter  woe- 
O'er  Tago's  banks,  ye  nymphs  of  Tagus,  ihew  r 
The  flowery  garlands  from  your  ringlets  torn. 
Why  wandering  wild  with  trembling  ftcps  forlorn  I 
The  Daemon's  rage  you  faw,  and  markt  his  flight 
To  the  dark  manfions  of  eternal  night : 
You  faw  how  howling  through  the  fhades  beneath 
He  waked  new  horror^  in  the  realms  q£  death. 
What  trembling  tempefls  fhook  the  thrones  of  helU 
And  groan'd  along  her  caves,  ye  Mufes,  tell. 
The  rage  of  bafHed  fraud,  and  all  the  fire 
Of  powerlefs  hate,  with  tenfold  flames  confpire ; 

*  Thi  Regent* s  fedace  higb^o*erl9ok'd  tht       —The  refembltece  of  this  cooptet  tommp 
iay^  paflk^  in  Homer,  moil  be  obvioas  to  the- 

Wkm  Gamtii  hlaA-rihVdftet  atanchw  laj..      intelligent  critic. 

From. 
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From  every  eye  the  Uwnoy  lightnings  g^are. 

And  hell,  illumined  by  the  ghftilly  flare, 

A  drear  blue  gleam^  in  tenfold  horror  (hews 

Her  darkling  caverns  j  from  his  dungeon  roie 

Stern  Mahomet^  pale  was  his  earthy  hucj, 

And  from  his  eye-balls  flafli'd  the  lightnings  blue  ; ' 

Convulfed  with  rage  the  dreadful  Shade  deaiands^ 

The  laft  afiiflance  of  th'  infernal  bands^ 

As  when  the  whirlwiadst  fttdden  burftingt  bear 

Th'  autumnal  leaves  high  floating  through  the  air ; 

So  rofe  the  legions  of  th*  infernal  ftate. 

Dark  Frauds  bafe  Art>  fierce  Rage»  and  burning  Hate  : 

Wing'd  by  the  Furies  to.  the  Indian  ftrand 

They  bend ;  the  Dasmon  leads  the  dreadful  band^ 

And  in  the  bofoms  of  the  raging  Moors* 

All  their  collected  living  ftrength  he  pours* 

One  breaft  alone  againft  his  rage  was  fteel'd. 

Secure  in  fpotlefs  Truth's  celeftial  fhield* 


One  evening  paft,  another  evening  clofed^ 
The  Regent  ftill  brave  Gama's  fuit  oppofed; 
The  Lufian  Chief  his  guarded  gucft  detaiii'd^ 
With  arts  on  arts,  and  vows  of  friendfliip  feign'd. 
His  fraudful  art,  though  veiled  in  deep  difguifc. 
Shone  bright  to  Gama's  manner-piercing  eyes. 


As 
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As  in  the  fun's  bright  '  beam  the  gamefome  boy 
Plays  with  the  fhining  fleel  or  chryftal  toy. 
Swift  and  irregular^  by  fudden  ftar ts> 
The  living  ray  with  viewlefs  motion  dar{s> 
Swift  o'er  the  wall,  the  floor,  the  roof,  by  turns 
The  fun^-beaffi  dances,  and  the  radiance  burnsi 
In  quick  fucceflion  thus  a  thoufand  views 
The  fapient  Lufian's  lively  thought  purfues; 
Quick  as  the  lightmng  every  view  revolves. 
And,  weighing  all,  fixt  are  hts  dread  refolvcs. 
0*er  India's  fliore  the  fable  night  defcends> 
And  Gam  A,  now,  fccladcd  fwm  his  friends. 


*  jij  in  thefuffs  trigbt  hiom^-^-^tmitittdL 
from  Virgil^  who,  by  the  Tame  fimilie,  de- 
fcribci  the  flu^natioA  of  the  thoaghts  of  , 
Eneas,  on  the  eve  of  the  Ladan  war : 


-Laomedoniius  heros 


Cun£la  vident,  magno  curanim  Huftuat  sftti, 
Atque  animum  nunc  hue  celereni,  nunc  dividit 

illuc, 
In  jnrtefque  rapit  varias,  perque  omnia  rerfat. 
Sicut  aquae  tremulum  labris  uoi  lumen  ahenis 
Sole  repercuflum,  aut  radiantis  imagine  Lunae> 
Omnia  pervolitat  late  loca  :  jam<|ue  fuh  aurai 
Erigitur,  fummtque  ferit  laquearu  tefti. 

This  way  an  J  ttiat  he  turns  his  anxious  mind. 
Thinks,  and  rejects  the  counlels  he  defign^d; 
Explores  himlelf  in  vaini  iii  eveiy  part, 
And  gives  no  reft  to  his  dlftra^ed  heart : 
So  when  the  fun  by  day  or  moon  by  night 
Strike  on  the  polifliM  brafs  their  tiembling  lights 
The  glittering  (becies  here  and  there  divide, 
And  caft  their  dubious  beams  frcm  fide  to  fide; 
Now  on  the  ^alls,  now  on  the  pavement  play. 
And  to  the  cieling  fla(h  the  glaring  day. 

Ariofto  has  My  adopted  this  fimilie  in 
the  eighth  book  of  his  Orlando  Fdriofo  : 

Qual  d^acqua  chiara  il  tremolante  lume 
Dal  Sol  percofla,  o  da*  notturni  rai, 
Per  gli  ampli  tetti  va  con  limgo  falto 
A  deftra,  ed  a  finiftraj  e  baflb,  ed  alto. 


So  from  a  water  clear,  the  trembliris  light 
OF  Phoebus,  or  the  filver  ray  of  night. 
Alone  the  fpacious  rooms  with  fulendor  plays^ 
Now  nigh,  now  low,  and  fliifts  a  thoufand  ways. 

HOOLB. 

But  the  happieft  circumftance  belongs  to 
Camoens.  I'he  velocity  and  various  ihift- 
in^s  of  the  fun-beam,  refledled  from  a  piece 
01  chryftal  or  polifhed  (leel  in  the  hand  of 
a  boy,  give  a  much  ftroneer  idea  of  the 
violent  agitation  and  fudoen  fhiftin^s  of 
thought,  than  the. image  of  the  trembling 
light  of  the  fun  or  moon  refledled  from  a 
veflel  of  water.  The  brazen  veffel  how- 
ever, and  not  the  water,  is  only  mentioned 
by  Dryden.  Nor  rouft  another  inaccuracy 
pafs  unobfervcd.  That  the  refledlion  of  the 
moon  Jlajhed  the  glaring  day  is  not  coun- 
tenanced by  the  dnginal.  The  critic  how- 
ever, whOi  from  the  mention  of  there,''will 
infer  any  difrefpe£t  to  the  name  of  Dryden, 
is,  as  critics  often  are,  ignorant  of  the 
writer's  meaning.  A  very  different  infe- 
rence is  intended :  If  fo  great  a  mailer  as 
Diyden  has  erred,  let  the  critic  remember^ 
that  other  tranHators  are  liable  to  fail,  and 
that  a  few  inaccuracies  ought,  by  no  means, 
to  be  produced  as  the  fpecimens  of  any 
ctmipoutioilt 


Z  z 
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Detained  a  captive  in  the  room  of  (late. 
Anticipates  in  thought  to-morrow's  fate ; 
For  juft  Mozaide  no  generous  care  delays. 
And  V  A  SCO's  truft  with  friendly  toils  repays^ 


We  have  already  feeo  the  warm  enco* 
mium  paid  by  TaiTo  to  his  cotemporaryy 
Camoens.  That  great  poet,  the  ornament 
of  Italy,  has  alfo  teftilied  his  approbation 
by  feveral  imitations  of  the  Lufiadv  VimU 
in  no  inftance,  has  more  clofely  copied  Ho- 
mer, than  Taflb  has  imitated  the  appear- 
ance  of  Bacchus,  or  the  evil  Daemon,  in 
the  dream  of  the  Moorifh  prieft.  The  en- 
chanter Ifmeno  thus  appears  to  the  fleeping 
&>lyman : 

Soliman*  Solimano,  i  moi  filenti 
Ripoii  a  miglior  tempo  homai  rifenra  i 
Che  fotto  il  giogo  de  ftraniere  genti 
La  patriae  ove  regnaili»  ancor'  e  fcrva. 


In  quefta  terra  dormi,  e  non  rammentiK 
Ch*  infcpolte  de*  tuoi  ToiTa  conferva  ? 
Ove  fi  gran^  vefti^io  e  del  tuo  fcornos 
Tu  neghittofo  afpetti  il  novo  giorno  ? 

Thus  elegantly  tranflated  by  Mr.  Hoolci 

Oh  1  Solyman,  re^ardlefs  Chief;  awake ! 
In  happier  hours  thy  grateful  flumber  take  : 
Beneath  a  foreign  yoke  thy  fubjc^ls  bend, 
And  ftrangers  o*er  thy  land  their  rule  extend » 
Here  doft  thou  fleep  ?  here  clofe  thy  carelefs  eyes^ 
While  uninterr*d  each  lov*d  aflbciate  ]iet^ 
Here  where  thy  fame  has  felt  the  hoftile  fcom, 
Canil  tfaouy  unthinjungf  wait  tfat  rifing  mora  ^ 
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irj  E  D  rofc  the  dawn ;  roird  o'er  the  lowering  iky, 

-*^  ^  The  Tcattering  clouds  of  tawny  purple  fly. 

While  yet  the  day-fpring  ftrugglcd  with  the  gloomy 

The  Indian  Monarch  fought  the  Regent's  dome« 

In  all  the  luxury  of  Aiian  flate 

High  on  a  flar-gemm'd  couch  the  Monarch  fate ; 

Then  on  th*  illuftrious  Captive,  bending  down 

His  eyes,  ftern  darkened  with  a  threatening  frown. 

Thy  truthlefs  tale,  he  cries,  thy  art  appears, 

Confeft  inglorious  by  thy  cautious  fears* 

Yet  ftill  if  friendfliip,  honeft,  thou  implore. 

Yet  now  command  thy  vefTels  to  the  fliore : 

Z  z  2  Generdus 
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denerous  as  to  thy  friends  thy  fails  rcfign. 
My  will  commands  it,  and  the  power  is  mine : 
In  vain  thy  art,  in  vain  thy  mi|;ht  withftands. 
Thy  fails,  and  rudders  too,  my  will  *  demands  r 
Such  be  the  teft,  thy  boafted  truth  to  try, 
Each,<9tjrcr  teft  depifed,  I  fi-jft  deny*  -   - 

Ancf  has  my  Regent  fued  two  days  in  vain  !  ' 

In  vain  my  mandate,  and  the  captive  chain  t 
Tet  not  in  vain,  proud  Chief,  Ourfelf  fhall  fue 
Prom  thee  the  honouf  to  my  Menifhip  Aie  r 
Ere  force  compel  thee,  let  the  grace  be  thine,^ 
Our  grace  permits  it,  freely  to  refign. 
Freely  to  truft  our  friendftiip,  ere  tap  late 
Our  injured  honour  fix  thy  dreadful  fate^ 

While  thus  he  fpake  his  changeful  look  declared,, 
In  his  proud  breaft  what  ftarting  paflions  waxr'd. 
No  feature  mov'd  on  Gama's  face  was  feen. 
Stern  he  replies^  with  bold  yet  anxious  mien,. 

In  me  my  Sovereign  reprefented  fee,^ 
His  ftate  is  wounded,  and  he  fpeaks  in  me ; 
Unawed  by  threats,^  by  dangers  uncontroul'd,. 
The  laws  of  nations  bid  my  tongue  be  bold. 
No  more  thy  juftice  holds  the  righteous  fcale,. 
The  arts  of  falfhood  and  the  Moors  prevail ; 


*  7^  ySriTr,  am  J  ruddtrs  tM,  my  iwitt  dtnumd$^        AocOfdlPg  to  Ififtoiy.     Seei  ^t  ISSk 
o£  Gdma.ia  the  Preface*. 
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I  fee  the  doom  my  favour'd  foes  decree, 

Yet,  though  in  chains  I  ftand.  My  fleet  is  free. 

The  bitter  taunts' of  fcorh  the  brave  difdain ; 

Few  be  my  words,  your  arts,  your  threats  are  vain^ 

« 

My  Sovereign's  fleet  I  yield  not  to  your  *  fway ; 
Safe  fhall  my  fleet  to  Lifboa's  flrand  convey 
The  glorious  tde  of  all  the  toils  I  bore, 
Afric  furrounded,  and  the  Indian  fliore 

Difcovered Thefe  I  pledged  my  life  to  gain* 

Thefe  to  my  country  fhall  my  life  maintain. 
One  wifli  alone  my  earneft  heart  defires, 
The  fole  impaflion'd  hope  my  breaft  refpires ; 
My  finifh'd  kboiirs  may  my  Sovereign  hear  I 
Befides  that  wifli,  nor  hop^e  I  know,  nor  fear.. 
And  lo,  the  vidtim  of  your  rage  I  *  ftand. 
And  bare  my  bofom  to  the  murderer's  hand.. 

With  lofty  mien  he  fpake.     In  ftern  difdain. 
My  threats,  the  Monarch  cries,  were  never  vain  : 

Swift  give  the  fign Swift  as  he  fpake,  appeared: 

The  dancing  ftreamer  o'er  the  palace  reared  y 

Inftant  another  enfign  diftant  rofe. 

Where,  jutting  through  the  flood,  the  mountain  throws 

*  Mj  So^eriign's  fiut  I yitU  n^  tcy^  The  Malabar  proteft.  ^\'^^^l\^^ 

A„4f — -The  fircumfbmcc  of  Gama's  re-  In  pnfon,  if  he  fend  not  for  the  Aa^. 

j^uj         X  u^  uj  vuiiuMu  CconJanU  and  with  noble  anggr  hot; 

fofing  to  put  his  fleet  into  the  power  of  the  ^,\J^,'^^,,  weighs  not  at  t^.  cln,s. 
Zamoriin,  i*  thw  rendered  by  Fanfhaw ;  *   ^ 

A  ridge 
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A  ridge  enormous,  and  on  either  fide 
Defends  the  harbours  from  the  furious  tide. 
Proud  on  his  couch  th'  indignant  Monarch  fate^ 
And  awful  filence  fiird  the  room  of  ftate. 
With  fccret  joy  the  Moors,  exulting,  glow'd. 
And  bent  their  eyes  where  Gama's  navy  rode. 
Then,  proudly  heaved  with  panting  hope,  explore 
The  wood-crown'd  upland  of  the  bending  fhore. 
Soon  o'er  the  palms  a  maft's  tall  pendant  flows. 
Bright  to  the  fun  the  purple  radiance  glows ; 
In  martial  pomp,  far  dreaming  to  the  fkies. 
Vanes  after  vanes  in  fwift  fucceflion  rife. 
And  through  the  opening  foreft-boughs  of  green 
The  fails'  white  luftre  moving  on  is  feen ; 
When  fudden  ruQiing  by  the  point  of  land 
The  bowfprits  nod,  and  wide  the  fails  expand ; 
Full  pouring  on  the  fight,  in  warlike  pride. 
Extending  dill  the  rifing  fquadrons  ride : 
O'er  every  deck,  beneath  the  morning  rays. 
Like  melted  gold  the  brazen  fpear-points  blaze ; 
Each  prorc  furrounded  with  an  hundred  oars. 
Old  Ocean  boils  around  the  crowded  prores  : 
And  five  times  now  in  number  Gama's  might. 
Proudly  their  boaftful  fhouts  provoke  the  fight ; 
Far  round  the  (bore  the  ecchoing  peal  rebounds. 
Behind  the  hill  an  anfwering  fhout  refounds : 

Slill 
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Still  by  the  point  new-fpreading  fails  appear. 
Till  fevcn  times  Gama's  fleet  concludes  the  rear* 
Again  the  ihout  triumphant  fhakes  the  bay  ; 
Formed  as  a  crefcent,  wedg'd  in  firm  array. 
Their  fleet's  wide  horns  the  Lufian  fliips  inclafp. 
Prepared  to  crufli  them  in  their  iron  gralp. 

Shouts  eccho  fhouts with  ftern  difdainful  eyes 

The  Indian  King  to  manly  Gam  a  cries. 
Not  one  of  thine  on  Lifl)oa's  fhore  fhall  tell 
The  glorious  tale,  how  bold  thy  heroes  fell. 
With  alter'd  vifage,  for  his  eyes  flafh^d  fire, 
God  fent  me  here,  and  God's  avengeful  ire 
Shall  fmite  thy  perfidy,  great  Vasco  cried. 
And  humble  in  the  duft  thy  withered  pride*. 
A  prophet's  glow  infpired  his  panting  breaft. 
Indignant  fmiles  the  Monarch's  fcorn  confeft. 
Again  deep  filence  fills  the  room  of  ftate. 
And  the  proud  Moors,  fecure,  exulting  wait  r 
And  now  inclafping  Gama's  in  a  ring. 

Their  fleet  nods  on loud  whizzing  from  the  ftring 

The  black- wing'd  arrows  float  along  the  fky. 
And  rifing  clouds  the  falling  clouds  fupply« 
The  lofty  crowding  fpears  that  briftling  flood 
Wide  o'er  the  galleys  as  an  upright  wood. 
Bend  fudden,  levell'd  for  the  clofing  fight. 

The  points  wide-waving  (hcd  a  glcamy  light.. 

Elatr 
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Elate  with  joy  the  king  his  afpeft  rears, 

V 

And  valiant  Gama,  thrill'd  with  tranfport,  hears 
His  drums*  bold  rattling  raife  the  battle  found ; 
Eccho  deep-toned  hoarfe  vibrates  far  around ; 

The  fhivering  trumpets  tear  the  fhrill-voiced  air. 
Quivering  the  gale,  the  flafliing  lightnings  flare. 
The  fmoke  rolls  wide,  and  fudden  burfls  the  roar. 
The  lifted  waves  fall  trembling,  deep  the  fhore 
Groans  ;  quick  and  quicker  blaze  embraces  blaze 
In  flalhing  arms ;  louder  the  thunders  raife 
Their  roaring,  rolling  o'er  the  bended  fkics 
The  burft  inceflant ;  awe-ftruck  Eccho  dies 
Faultering  and  dcafen'd  ;  from  the  brazen  throats. 
Cloud  after  cloud,  inroll'd  in  darknefs,  floats. 
Curling  their  fulphrous  folds  of  fiery  blue. 
Till  their  huge  volumes  take  the  fleecy  hue>. 
And  rowl  wide  o'er  the  fky  5  wide  as  the  fight 
Can  meafure  heaven,  flow  rowls  the  cloudy  white : 
Beneath,  the  fmoky  blackncfs  fpreads  afar 
Its  hovering  wings,  and  veils  the  dreadful  war 
Deep  in  its  horrid  breaft ;  the  fierce  red  glare. 
Chequering  the  rifted  darknefs,  fires  the  air. 
Each  moment  loft  and  kindled,  while  around. 
The  mingling  thunders  fwcll  th<2  lengthened  founds 
When  piercing  fudden  through  the  dreadful  roar 
The  yelling  flirieks  of  thoufands  ftrike  the  fliore : 

Prcfaging 
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Prefaging  horror  through  the  Monarch's  breaft 
Crept  cold,  and  glpomy  o'er  the  diftant  caft. 
Through  Gata's  hiljs  the  whirling  tempeft  '  figh'd. 
And  weftward  fweeping  to  the  blacken'd  tide, 
HowVd  o'er  the  trembling  palace  as  it  pad. 
And  o'er  the  gilded  walls  a  ^oomy  twilight  caft  s 
Then,  furious  rufhing  to  the  darkened  •  bay, 
RefifUefs  fwept  the  black-wing'd  night  a^way. 
With  all  the  clouds  that  hover'd  o'er  thQ  fight. 
And  o'er  the  weary  combat  ppur'd  the  light. 


As  by  an  Alpine  mountain's  pa^lefs  fide 
Some  traveller  flrays,  unfriended  of  a  guide  .1 
If  o'er  the  hills  the  fable  night  defcend. 

And  gathering  tempeft  with  the  darknefs  blend. 

Deep  from  the  cavern'd  rocks  beneath,  aghaft 

He  hears  the  howling  of  the  whirlwind's  blaft } 

Above,  refound^  the  craih,  and  down  the  fteep 

Some  rolling  weight  groans  on  with  foundering  fweep  1 

Aghaft  he  ftands  amid  the  ftiades  of  night. 

And  all  his  foul  implores  the  friendly  light :  . 

«  • 

*  nreughGata^s  hills The  hills  of  •  then  furious  rufiting  tp  the  Jarliffd  hy 

Gata  or  Gate,  mountains  which  form  a  na-  ««-.For  the  drcnmftancet  of  the  battlt» 

tural  barrier  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  king-  and  the  tempeft  which  then  happenedy  fee 

dom  of  Malabar.  the  life  of  Gama. 

Nature*!  rude  wally  againft  the  fierce  Canar 
They  guard  the  fertile  lawns  of  Malabar* 

LUSIADy   VII. 
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Dire 


^64  THE       L  U   SI   A  D.         Sooi£  DC 

Dire  ihines  the  r2y>  t)i«  ligbtRiiig'e  ^tv<fring  bU3« 
The  yawning  depth  bendau^  Hi^  Atp  htmpi  < 

But  one  hsdftlbidt^ep  faithfiil  to  t1i«  Ct-dod  J 
Torn  from  the  rock,  tlie  ft'igfMive  6'ef  hie  heddl 

Nods  crafhing 1(^  ib  hOfrdT  it  the  Jlight) 

His  knees  no  tAOtt  ftippbtt  thUt  ^k\f  wdghv^ 
Powerlefs  he  finks,-  tio  mOre  his  heart-biood  flows i 
So  funk  the  Monardl/  and  hi^  he&rt-hlood  iro2e  i 
So  funk  he  down,  whdli  b'tt  thfe  clouded  bay 

•  ♦ 

The  rufhing  whirlwind  pour '4  the  fudden  day  ; 
Difafler's  giant  arm  in  one  wide  fweep 

Appcar'd^  and  ruin  blatken'd  o'er  the  deep  $ 
The  fheeted  mafts  dtx>v6  floating^  o'fer  the  tide. 
And  the  torn  hulks  rowrd  tutnbliiig  oft  the  fide  j 
Some  fhatter*d  pknk  each  heaving  billow  taft^ 
And  by  the  hand  of  heareti  difh'd  on  the  coaft 
Groan'd  prores  irtgulphy,  the  lafhtng  forges  rlve 
O'er  the  black  k^eh  uptum'd,  t>i6  fwelUng  wave. 
KiiTes  the  lofty  mail's  recliniiig  head  i 
And  far  at  fea  fome  ftw  torn  gaUeyfe  fltd«. 
Amid  the  dreadful  fceixe  trlumpfasuat  rode 
The  Luiian  war-ihips,  and  their  aid  beflow'd  :^ 
Their  fpeedy  boat€  far  round  afliiUng  ply'd> 
Where  plunging,  ftruggliiig^  ia  the  rolling  tide,, 
Grafping  the  ihatter'd  wrecks^  the  van<|uifh'd  foes 
Rear'd  o*er  the  dafhing  waves  their  haggard  brows*. 

No 
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No  word  of  £:om  the  lof^r  Gam  a  fpoke. 

Nor  India's  King  the  dreadful  filence  broke. 

■ 

Slow  paft  the  hour,  when  to  the  tremMing  fhore 

In  awful  pomp  the  vi6tor-navy  h^e : 

Terrific^  nodding  on,  the  bowiprite  bead. 

And  the  red  ftreainors  other  war  portend : 

Soon  burfts  the  roar  1  the  fa^mbs  tremendous  riCe, 

And  trail  their  blackening  rainbows  o'er  the  fkies  1 

O'er  Calicut's  proud  domes  their  r^ge  they  pour. 

And  wrap  her  temples  la  a  fidphcous  fhower. 

'Tis  o'er^-v^^^Ia  threatenhig  fiience  rides  the  fleet : 

Wild  rage  and  horror  yett  in  every  ftreet ; 

Ten  thoufands  poaring  couiid  the  paloc^  '  g^te. 

In  clamorous  ^ippear  w«il  their  wretched  fate  t 

While  round  the  dome  with  lifted  hands  they  l(:l^rd» 

Give  juftice,  juftice'ta  the  Arangers  yield ^«r 


>«pt* 


Our  friends,  our  haibanids,  ibn»,  and  fathers  ikki  1 
Happier,  alas,  than  thcfe  that  yet  remain 
Curfl  be  the  counfels,  and  the  arts  uc^aft 
Our  friends  in  ch>iflfi<  iMfOty  jcity  in  the  daft 
Yet,  yet  prevent 


The  filent  Vasco  faw 


The  weight  of  ho/rpr  ja^id  o'erpowerin^  awe 

^  Tut  tbou/ands  pwring  rwnd  the  folad  gaie^ 
In  clamorput  uproar  See  the  hiftory  in  the  life  of  Gasuu 


A  a  a  a  That 
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That  fhook  the  Moorq,.  that  fhook  the  Rcgcnf  s  knees* 
And  funk  the  Monarch  down — -^By  fwift  degrees 
The  popular  clamour  rifes.     Loft;  unmann*d» 
Around  the  King  the  trembling  GouncU  ftand ; 
While  wil(ily  glaring  on  each  other's  eyes    , 
Each  lip  in  vain  the  tremblimg  accent  tries  ;. 
With  anguifh  ficken'd,.  and  of  ftfength  bereft^ 
Earneft  each  Jook  enquires.  What  hope  is  left  t 
In  all  the  rage  of  ihame  and  gri^f  agfaaft. 
The  Monarch,  faultering,  takes  the  word  rat  laft:  ^ 
By  whom,  great  Chief,  arc  thefe  proud  war-fhips  fway*d. 
Are  there  thy  mandates  honoured  and  obey'd  ? 
Forgive,  great  Chief,,  Itt  gifts  of  price  reftratn' 
Thy  juft  revenge— ^- Shall  India's  gifts  be  vain!'     'p^. 
Oh  fpare  my  people  and  their  doom'd  abodes—-* 
Prayers,  yows,  and  gifts  appeafie  the  injured  gods  : 
Shall  man  deny— -Swift  are  the  brave' to  iparc  i 
The  weak,  the  innocent  confefs  their  care —^—. 


Helplefs  as  innocent^of  guile  to  thee» 
,  Behold  thefe  thoufands  bend  the  iuppliant  knee 
Thy  navy's  thundering  fides  black  to  the  land 
Diiplay  their  terrors--yqt  mayft  tkou  commaod 


O'erpowcr'd  he  paufedi     Majeftic  and  ferene 
Great  Vasco  rofe,  then  pointing  to  the  fcenc_ 


Wherct 
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Where  bled  the  war.  Thy  fleet,  proud  King,  behold 

O'er  ocean  and  the  flrand  in  carnage  roU'd  ! 

So  fhall  this  palace  fmoking  in  the  duft. 

And  yon  proud  city  weep  thy  arts  unjuft. 

The  Moors  I  knew,  and  for  their  fraud  prcparedj^ 

I  left  my  fixt  command  my  navy's  •  guard  r 

Whatever  from  fliore  my  name  or  feal  convey'd 

Of  other  weight,  that  fixt  command  forbade ; 

Thus,  ere  its  birth  deftroy'd,  prevented  fell 

What  fraud  might  didate,  or  what  force  compel. 

This  morn  the  facriiice  of  Fraud  I  ftood. 

But  hark,  there  lives  the  brother  of  my  bloody 

And  lives  the  friend,  whofe  cares  conjoin'd  controul 
Thefe  floating  towers,  both  brothers  of  my  fouL 
If  thrice,  I  faid,  arife  the  golden  morn. 
Ere  to  my  fleet  you  mark  my  glad  return. 
Dark  Fraud  with  all  her  Moorifh  arts  withfl:ands,. 
And  force  or  death  withholds  me  from  my  bands  : 
Thus  judge,^  and  fwift  unfurl  the  homeward  fail,. 
Catch  the  flrft  breathing  of  the  eaftern  gale. 
Unmindful  of  my  fate  on  India's  ^  fhore  : 
Let  but  my  Monarch  know,  I  wiih  no  more  ■ 
Each,  panting  while  I  fpoke,  impatient  criesj^ 
The  tear-drop  burfting  in  their  manly  eyeg,; 

t  lUftmffxt€9WttMMdmynmvfsguafi:        This  moft*  mtgnaniinoiis  refolntion^  X»(t^ 
ito— — See  the  Ufc  of  Gama*  crifioe  his  own  fafety  or  his  life  for  the  fafe: 

retam  of  the  fleet,  is  ftridly  true.    See  the^ 
^  Unmindful  «/*  m;/at$  #«  ImB^fs  fi^n^       life  of  Ganuu 
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In  all  but  one  thy  mandates  we  obey» 
In  one  we  yield  not  to  thy  generous  fway : 
Without  thee  never  fliall  our  fails  return  j 
India  ihall  bleed,  and  Calicut  (hall  burn 
Thrice  fhall  the  morn  arife ;  a  flight  of  bombs 
Shall  then  fp^ak  vengeance  to  their  guilty  domes ; 
Till  noon  we  paufe ;  then  fhall  our  thunders  roar^ 
And  defolation  fweep  the  treacherous  fhore  ■    ■ 
Behold,  proud  King,  their  jQgnal  in  the  iky» 
Near  his  meridian  tower  the  Sun  rides  high. 
O'er  Calicut  no  more  the  evening  ihade 
Shall  fpread  her  peaceful  wiokgs^  toy  wrath  itnftatd  i 

Dire  through  the  iright  her  htakmg  duft  (haU  g^eam^ 
Dire  thro'  the  nigbt  fhall  fhdek  the  female  icteuxu 


Thy  worth,  great  Chief,  the  pale4ipt  Regent  erics. 
Thy  worth  we  own  5  Oh,  may  thefe  woes  ftrffice  1 
To  thee  each  proof  of  India's  wesdth  we  fend  $ 
Ambafladors,  of  nolaleft  race,  attend  1    ' 
Slow  as  he  faulter*d>  Gam  a  cateh'd  the  word. 
On  terms  I  talk  not,  and  no  trace  afford  : 
Captives  enough  fhall  reach  the  Lulian  fhore : 
Once  you  deceived  me,  and  I  treat  no  more. 
Even  now  my  faithful  failors,  pale  witfc  »gc. 
Gnaw  their  blue  lips,  impatient  to  engage ; 


Hanged 
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Ranged  by  their  brazen  tubes^  the  thundering  band 

Watch  the  firft  movement  of  toy  brother's  hand ; 

E'en  now,  impatient,  o'er  the  dreadful  tire 

They  wave  their  eager  canes  betipt  with  fire ; 

Methinks  my  brother's  angnifh'd  look  I  fee> 

The  panting  noftril  and  the  trembling  knee^ 

While  keen  he  eyes  the  Sun :  On  hafly  flrides. 

Hurried  along  the  deck,  CocUo  chides 

His  cold  flow  lingering,  and  impatient  cries. 

Oh,  give  the  iign,  illume  the  (acriiice, 

A  brother's  vengeance  for  a  brother's  blood  ■ 


He  fpake ;  and  ftern  the  dreadful  warrior  ftood  ; 
So  feem'd  the  terrors  of  his  awful  nod. 
The  Monarch  trembled  as  before  a  God  $ 
The  treacherous  Moors  funk  down  in  faint  difmay. 
And  fpeechlefs  at  his  feet  the  Council  lay  : 
Abrupt,  with  outftrctch'd  arms,  the  Monarch  *  cricSj 
What  yet  ^        but  dared  not  meet  the  Hero's  eyes* 
What  yet  may  fave !— Great  Vasco  ftern  rejoins. 
Swift,  undiiputing,  give  th*  appointed  figas  : 
High  o'er  thy  loftieft  tower  my  flag  difplay. 
Me  and  my  train  fwift  to  my  fleet  convey : 


^  Abruft'^^it  Mofunrck  criit^Wha  je$  £uy  efift  in  the  comlttft  of  the  poenu 

may  fa'Vi'-''^-G9XEa!i  deckratioD»  that  no  They  haflen  the  cataftrophe,  and  give  a  ve« 

aidlage  from  him  to  the  fleet  coold  alter  rifimilitude  to  the  abrupt  and  fi£  fabmif- 

the  orders  he  had  abrady  left,  and  his  le-  lion  of  the  Zamorim*. 


jedion  of  any  fiirther  treaty,  have  a  necef- 


Inftant 
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Inftant  command — behold  the  Sun  rides  high— — 
He  fpake,  and  rapture  glow-d  in  every  eye  j 
The  Lufian  ftandard  o'er  the  palace  flowed. 
Swift  o'er  the  bay  the  royal  barges  row'd. 

A  dreary  gloom  a  fudden  whirlwind  threw. 
Amid  the  howling  blaft,  enraged,  withdrew 

■ 

The  vanquifli'd  Daemon— Soon  in  luftramild. 
As  April  fmiles,'  the  Sun  auipicious  fmiled  : 
Elate  with  joy,  the  fhouting  thoufands  trod. 
And  Gam  A  to  his  fleet  triumphant  rode. 

Soft  came  the  caftern  gale  on  balmy  wings  : 
Each  joyful  iailor  to  his  labour  fprings ; 
Some  o'er  the  bars  their  breafts  robuft  recline. 
And  with  firm  tugs  the  *  rollers  from  the  brine, 
Reludlant  dragg'd,  the  flime-brown'd  anchors  raife  j 
Each  gliding  rope  fome  nimble  hand  obeys  ; 
Some  bending  o'er  the  yard-arm's  length  on  high 
With  nimble  hands  the  canvas  wings  untye. 
The  flapping  fails  their  widening  folds  diftend. 
And  meafured  ecchoing  fhouts  their  fweaty  toils  attend* 

*  ■             the  roller s The  ca^ftones.  verfification  of  this  paflage  in  the  original 

—The  capftone  is  a  cylmdrical  windlafs,  affords  a  moft  noble  example  of  imiudre 

worked  with  bars,  which  are  moved  fi'om  harmony : 

hole  to  hole  as  it  turns  roond.    It  is  ofed  to  xit—  •-  «               v          i_  it.  j 

weigh  the  a"^"'  «»fc  ?»»&>  &c.    The  volrin  o  c.b«ftante,  &  «p«ido. 

name  rtlhr  defcnbei   both  the    machine  Pelio  trabalho,  hunt  rnxao^ella  amarra. 

and  »tt  ufe,  and  it  mav  be  prefumed,  i»  a  Outros  quebrao  co  peito  duro  a  barnu 
more  poedcal  word  than  capftone.    The 

Nor 
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Nor  had  the  captivM  4o^  the  Leader^a  car^ 
Some  to  the  fhore  .die Jhdian  bargeB  bear  i 
The  nobleft  few  the  Chief  detains  to  own 
His  glorious  deeds  before  the  Lufiaa  throne  i 
To  own  the  conqueft  of  the  Indian  ihore : 
Nor  wanted  every  prQof  of  India's  flare. 
What  fruits  in  Ceylon's  fragrant  woouds  abound^ 

With  woods  of  cinnamon  her  hills  are  crown'd : 
Dry'd  in  its  flower  the  nut  of  Baiida's  grove^ 

The  burning  pepper  and  the  fabk  clove  ^ 
The  clove,  whofe  odour  on  the  breathing  gale 
Far  to  the  fea  Malueco's  plains  exhale  j 
All  thefe  provided  by  the  faithful  Moor, 
All  thefe,  and  India's  gems,  the  navy  bore  : 
The  Moor  attends,  Mozaide,  whole  zealous  care 
To  Gama's  eyes  unveil'd  each  treachrous  '  fnare: 
So  burn'd  his  breaft  with  heaven^illumined  flame, 
And  holy  reverence  of  Mefliah's  name* 
Oh,  favoured  African,  by  heaven's  own  light 
Caird  from  the  dreary  (hades  of  error's  night ; 
What  man  may  dare  his  feeming  ills  arraign. 
Or  what  the  grace  of  heaven's  dciigns  explain  I 


1        ■  I  I    ■■  Moxaide^  nvtq/i  xeakuj  can  nor,  the unexpeAed friend  of  6ama»  bears 

Tfi  Gamuts  eyes  reuea? death  treachrous  /man  a  much  more  confiderable  part  in  the  adlion 

•—Had  this  been  mentioned  fooner,  the  in-  of  the  Lufiad,  than  the  faithfol  Achates*  the 

tereft  of  the  cataftrophe  of  the  poem  muft  friend  of  the  hero,  bears  in  the  buiinefs 

have  languiihed.    Thoogh  he  is  not  a  war-  of  the  Eneid* 

B  b  b                                       Far 


37* 


THE       LUSIAD. 


Book  IX 


Far  didft  thoa  from  thy  friends  a  ftranger  rMm, 
There  waA  thou  call'd  to  thjr  celeftial ''  home. 

Now  fwcird  on  every  fide  the  fteady  fail  f 
The  lofty  mails  recliising  to  the  gale 
On  full  fprcad  wings  the  navy  fpringi  away^ 
And  far  behind  them  foams  the  Ocean  grey  i 
Afar  the  leflcning  hills  of  Gata  fly,u 
And  mix  their  dim  blue  fummits  with  the  iky  r 
Beneath  the  wave  low  finks  the  fpicy  fhore. 
And  roaring  through  the  tide  eaeh  nodding  prore 
Points  to  the  Cape^  Great  Nature's  fouthmoft  bound] 
The  Cape  of  Tempefts,  now  of  Hope  renown'd^ 
Their  glorious  tale  on  Liiboa's  fhore  to  tell 
Inipires  each  bofom  with  a  rapturous  fwell  i 
Now  through  their  breafts  the  chilly  tremors  glide,. 
To  dare  once  more  the  dangers  dearly  try'd  ■ 


m 

*  ntri  nvafi  thou  caJPJ  to  thy  celeftial 

home This  exclaxnatoiy  addrefs-  to-  the 

Moor  Monzaida,  however  it  may  appear 
digreffive,  has  a  doable,  propriety.  The, 
»  converiion  of  the  Eaflem  world  is  the  great 
parpofe  of  the  expedition  of  Gama,  and 
Monzaida  is  the  firfl  fruits  of  that  conver- 
iion. The  good  characters  of  the  victorious 
JieroeSy  however  negledted  by  the  great  ge- 
nius of  Homer,  have  a  fine  effeft  in  making 
an  Epic  Poem  intereft  us  and  pleafe.  It 
might  have  been  laid,  that  Monzaida  wa^ 
a  traitor  to  his  friends ,  and  who  crowned 
his  villany  with  apoftacy.  Camoens  has 
therefore  wifely  drawn  him  with  other  fea^ 
tuna,  worthy  of  the  friend  (hip  of  Gama« 
Had  this  been  neglected,  the  hero  of  the 
Lttiiad  might  have  ihared  the  fate  of  the 


wife  Ulyftes  of  the  Diad,  againft  whom*  as 
Voltaire  joilly  ob(ec7e^  every  readv  bears 
a  (ecret  ill  will.  Nor  is  the  poetical  cha- 
rader  of  Monzaida-  unfupported  by  hiftoiy. 
He  was  not  an  Arab  Mo6r;  fo  he  did  not 
defer t  his*  countrymen.  By  force  thcfe 
Moors*  had  determined  on  the  deftmftion 
of  Gama :  Monzaida  admired  and.  efteem* 
ed  him,  and  therefore  generoufly  revealed 
to  him  his  danger.  By  his  attachment  to 
Gama  he  loit  all  his  tScGt&  in  India,  a 
circumllance  which  his  prudence  and  know- 
ledge of  affairs  mult  have  certainly  fbrefeen* 
By-  the  known  dangers  he  encountered,  by 
tlie  lofs  he  thus  voluntarily  fuftained,.  and 
by  his  gfter  conftancy,  his  fincerity  is  un* 
doubcedly  proved. 


Soon 
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Soon  to  thctvnadi^afvibfiifi  c<d<l  fear&  refign'd. 
And  all  their  country  nidies  on  the  mind-;  »  . 

How  fweet  to  view  their  native  land,  how  fwcct 
The  father,  brother,  and  the  bride  to  greet ! 
While  liftening  roun4  the  hoary  parent's  board 
The  wondering  kin(li^4  glow  at  ^vfcry  word. 
How  fweet  to  tell^wjtiat  Woes*  what  toils  they  bore. 
The  tribes  and  wond^r"^  of  each  various  {hore ! 
Thefe  thoughts,  the  travQller'6  loved  reward,  employ, 
And  fwell  eacji  bofpm  with  unntter'ii  '  joy. 
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The  C^een  of  Love,  by  Heaven's  eternal  grace. 
The  guardian  goddefs  of  the  Lufian  race  ^ 
The  Queen  of  Love,  elate  with  joy,  furveys 
Her  heroes,  happy,  plow  the  watry  maze  : 

Their  dreary  toils  revolving  in  her  thought, 

-»      -    I    • 

And  all  the  woes  by  vengeful  Bacchus  wrought ; 


•     » 


'  The  joy  of  the  JUet  9u  the  lemenvari  de* 
parture  from  India  We  arc  now  come 
to  that  part  of  the  Lufiad,  which,  ia  the 
condtt^  of  the  poem*  is  parallel  to  the 
.great  cataflrophe  of  the  Iliad,  when  on 
the  death  of  Iie£lor,  Achilles  thus  addrefles 
the  Grecian  army, 

—  Ye  fons  of  Greece,  in  triumph  bring 
The  corpfe  of  HeAor,  and  your  ^mu  itng : 
Be  this  the  fong,  (low  moving  toward  the  ihore> 
<'  HeQw  is  dcioy  and  lUvn  is  no  more/* 

Our  Portugnefe  Poet,  who  in  his  machinery, 
and  many  other  inftances,  has  followed  the 
manner  of  Virgil,  now^  fbrfakes  Kim.  In 
a  very  bold  and  maflerly  fpirit  he  now 
models  his  poem  bv  the  fleps  of  Homer« 
Wli>kt  of  the  Lufiad  yet  remains,  in  poe- 


tical  oondu£l,  though  not  in  an  imitation 
of  drcnmftances,  exadly  refembles  the  lat« 
ter  part  of  the  Iliad.  The  games  at  the 
funeral  of  Patroclus,  and  the  redemption  of 
the  body  of  He^r,  are  the  completion  of 
the  rage  of  Achilles.  In  the  fame  manner,  * 
the  reward  of  the  heroes,  and  the  confe* 
quences  of  their  expedition,  complete  the 
unity  of  the  Lufiad.  I  cannot  fay  it  appears 
that  Milton  ever  read  our  Poet ;  (diough 
Fanfhaw's  tranilation  was  publifhed  in  his 
time)  yet  no  inftance  can  be  eiven  of  a 
more  ftriking  refemblance  of  plan  and 
conduA,  than  may  be  produced  in  two 
principal  parts  of  the  poem  of  Camoetis, 
and  of  the  Paradife  Iioft.  Of  this  however 
hereafter  in  its  proper  place. 
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Thefe  toils,  thefe  woee>  ber yeitmn^caret  tvbfkf^ 

To  bathe,  to  balfom  ib  dw  ftj^amsr  of  joyi  i 

Amid  the  bofom  of  the  Walry  Wafte,         •   v  : ;        r 

Near  wbere  the  bovrers  of  Biradi&  were  "  {dflieedy  , 

An  ifle,  array'd  in  all  the  pride  of  floW«r*> 

Of  fruits,  of  fountains,  iftd  of  ff6gmt  bo^iiei-s^ 

She  means  to  o^et  to  rfidr  hotnreward  p^OWS,  '       • 

The  place,  of  glad  repdift  and  IWtet  repofe  $ 

And  there  bef<Mre  their  raptured  vltfvtr  to  riaife     '  ■ 

The  heaven-topt  columt  of  thd^  ddatbleA  pralTdt 


The  Goddefs  now  afcends  her  filvef  car. 
Bright  was  its  hue  as  Love's  tranflucent  ftar ;       \ 
Beneath  the  reins  the  ftately  birds,  that  fing 

•  •  • 

Their  fwect-toned  death-fong,  fpread  the  fno^  wing ; 

.  ■    i  4  .  •     . 

The  gentle  winds  beneath  her  chariot  figh. 
And  virgin  blulhes  purple  o'er  the  iky  T 
On  milk  white  pinions  borne,  her  cooing  dove« 
Form  playful  circles  round  her  as  £he  moves  i 
And  now  their  beaks  in  fondling  kifle^  join^ 

In  amorous  nods  their  fondling  necks  entwine* 

»  .    •  •  • 

O'er  fair  Idalia's  bowers  the  goddefs  rode> 
And  by  her  altars  fought  Idalia's  god  : 

•  Nfor  ivlen  tit  ii^Kfcfs  of  Faratlifa  wHi  platt^^^^VftXmtca  the  moatiu  of  tlieOanges 

The 
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The  youthful  bowycr  of  the  heart  was.  there ; 
His  falling  kingdom  claimed  his  earneft  '^  cere« 
His  band;  he  mu(Wr^  ^rou|^  the  myrtle  grotes 
On  buxom  wing$  he  trdns  the  little  LbV6s« 
Againfl  the  worlds  rebellious  a^nd  aftray^ 
He  means  to  lead  them>  ind  feUifltei  his  fway  : 
For  bafe-born  pafiioOs,  at  his  (hrine  'twas  told> 
Each  nobler  iranlpdrt  of  the  breaft  controurd. 
A  young  Adtseon^  fcornful  of  his  *  lore. 
Morn  after  motn  purfues  the  foamy  boar. 


•  Hij  fiJlhig  kit^dom  </a^ V  hit  ianuft 
i0Krt '  ■  T^f  £^009  ill  poetical  conduft, 
b0arsa4hikiti(grefetiii>Uuioe  to  the  digreflivc 
hiftorieSy  i^itk  which  Hon^r  eniidies  and 
adorai  his  poemsi  patdcularfy  to  ^  beact*- 
tiful  defcription  of  the  feaft  of  the  Gods 
wilth  the  bkmeleis  Ethiopians.  It  alio  con- 
tains a  roafterly  cofnifientary  on  the  fna<- 
chinery  Of  the  Lofiad.  The  Divine  Lovt 
coadofts  Gama  to  ladia.  The  fame  Divine 
Love  is  refprefented  as  proparing  to  reform 
the  corrupted  worid,  when  its  attention  it 
partkuhrly  called  to  beftow  a  foretafte  of 
immortality  on  die  her<)e^  of  the  expedition 
which  ^ftovered  the  Baftern  World.  Nor 
do  the  wild  phantaftic  loves^  mentioned  in 
this  little  epifbde»  afRird  any  objeAion 
ajgiiitaft  this  expla»ation,  an  explanation 
which  is  expreisly  given  in  the  epifode  it* 
felf.  Thefe  wild  phantaftic  amours  Signi- 
fy, in  the  allegory^  the  #ild  feds  of  dif- 
ferent edthufiiiaSsy  which  fpring  ap  nnder 
the  wings  of  the  beft  abd  moft  rational  in* 
ilitiitions  ;  and  whioh,  however  contrary  to 
each  other,  all  agrefc  in  deriving  their  an- 
thority  from  the  fame  fborce. 

•  A  young  Aaifom — ^The  French  tranf* 
lator  has  the  followitig  charaderiftical  note : 
**  This  paiTage  is  an  eternal  monoment  of 
die  fi«edoflto  uken  by  Camoens,  and  at 
the  fame  time  a  proof  of  the  improdence 
of  Poets;  an  authentic  proof  of  that  pre- 
judice which  fomedmes  blinds  them,  not^ 
withftanding  all  the  light  of  their  geniiif* 


The  modem  Aftxon»  of  whom  he  fpeaks, 
was  king  SeWBan.  He  loved  the  chaoe  % 
but  that  pleafnre,  which  is  one  of  the  moft 
innocent,  and  ont  of  the  moft  noble  we 
can  poffibly  tafte,  did  not  at  all  interrapc 
his  attention  to  the  affairs  of  ftate,  and  did 
n^t  render  him  favage  as  oar  author  {n«^ 
tends.  On  this  point  the  Hiftorians  are  nu- 
ther  to  be  believed.  And  what  would  tht 
lot  of  pinces  be,  were  they  allowed  ad 
relaxation  from  their  toih,  while  they  al» 
low  that  privilege  to  tbeir  people?  Sub^ 
jedts  as  we  are,  let  us  venerate  the  anMiie» 
ments  of  our  Sovereigns;  let  os  believe  that 
the  aimift  cares  for  our  good,  which  em«> 
ploy  tnem,  follow  them  often  even  to  the 
\erj  bofenof  their  pleafures." 

Many  are  the  ftrokes  in  the  Lu£ad  which 
muft  endear  the  charadker  of  Camoens  tA 
every  reader  of  fenfibiHty.  The  noble  free*- 
dom  and  manly  indignation  with  which  ht 
mentions  the  foible  of  his  prince,  and  the 
flatterers  of  his  court,  would  do  honour  td 
the  Ki^cateft  *  bames  of  Greece  or  Rome* 
White  the  fhadow  of  freedom  remained  ia 
Porti^,  the  greateft  men  of  vhat  nation, 
in  the  days  of  Lnfian  heroifm,  thought  and 
condnffced  themfelves  in  the  ^irit  of  Ca-* 
moens.  A  noble  anecdote  of  this  brav# 
fpirit  offers  itfelf  Alonzo  IV.  fufnamed 
the  £ra*vf,  afcended  the  throne  of  fofw^al 
in  the  vigour  of  his  age.  The  pleafares  of 
the  chace  engroiTed  all  his  attention.  Hit 
confidents  and  favoutites  eftcooraged,  and 
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In  defart  wilds  devoted  to  the  chace ; 
Each  dear  enchantment  of  the  female  face 
Spurn'd  and  negledted  :  Him  enraged  he  fees. 
And  fweety  and  dread  his  punifliment  decrees. 
Before  his  ravifli'd  fight,  in  fweet  furprifc. 
Naked  in  all  her  charms  (hall  Dian  rife; 
With  love's  fierce  flames  his  frozen  heart  (hall  '  burn. 
Coldly  his  fuit,  the  nymph,  unmoved,  (hall  ipurn. 


allured  him  to  it.  His  dme  was  fpent  in 
the  forefts  of  Cintra^  while  the  af&irs  of 
soverament  were  neglefted,  or  executed  by 
uiofe  whoie  intereft  it  was  to  keep  their  fo- 
¥ereign  in  ignorance.  His  prefence,  at 
laft»  bein^  neceflary  at  liAKniy  he  entered 
the  counal  «(ith  adl  the  brifk  impetnofity 
of  a  young  {portfman,.  and  with  great  famili- 
arity and  gaiety  entertained  his  nobles  with 
the  hiftory  of  a  whole  month  fpent  in  hnnt- 
ing»  in  fifliin^,  and.  ihooting.  When  he 
JuS  finifhed  his  narrative,  a  nobleman  of 
the  firft  rank  rofe  up  :  Courts  and  camps, 
fatd  he,  were  allotted  for  kini^s,  not  woods 
and  deferts.  Even  the  affairs  of  private 
jnen  fuffer  when  recreation  is  preferred  to 
i)ufinefs.  Bat  when  the  whims  t>f  pleafore 
engrofs  the  thoughts  of  a  king,  a  whole 
nation  is  oonfigned  to  ruin.  Wt  came  here 
for  other  purpoies  than  to  hear  the  exploits 
of  the  chacCy  exploits  which  are  only  intel- 
ligible to  grooms  and  falconers.  If  your 
majefty  wifi  attend  to  t^e  wants,  and  re- 
move the  grievances  of  your  people,  you 
will  find  mem  obedient  fubjeAs;  if  not 
■  ■  The  king,  ftarting  with  raee,  inter- 
rupted him,  It  not,  what  —  If  not,  re- 
fumed  the  nobleman,  in  ^  £rm  tone,  they 
will  look  for  another  and  a  better  king. 
Alonzo,  in  the  highefl  tranfport  of  paffion, 
expreffed  his  refentment,  and  hailed  out  of 
the  room.  In  a  little  while  however  he  re- 
turned, calm  and  reconciled  ;  I  perceive, 
faid  he,  the  truth  of  what  you  iay.  He 
who  will  not  execute  the  duties  of  a  king, 
cannot  long  have  good  fubjeds.  Remem- 
ber, from  this  day,  you  have  nothing  more 
CO -do  with  Alonzo  the  fportfman,  but  with 


Alonzo  the  king  of  Portugal.  His  m^efif 
was  as  good  as  his  promiie,  and  became  a) 
a  warriour  and  politician,  one  of  the  greateft 
of  the  Portuguefe  monarchs. 

P  H^ith  lo*u^s  fierce  flames  hisfr^x/en  heart 
Jhall  burn — <*  It  is  faid,  that  upon  die  faith 
of  a  portrait  Don  Sebaftian  fell  in  love  with 
Margaret  of  France,  daughter  of  Henry  11. 
and  demanded  her  in  marriage,  but  was 
refiifed.  The  Spaniards  treated  him  no 
lefs  unfavourably,  for  they  alio  rejed^ed  his 
propofals  for  one  of  the  daughters  of  Phi- 
lip II.  Our  author  confiders  thefe  refufals 
as  the  punifhment  of  Don  Sebaftian's  ex- 
ceffive  attachment  to  the  chace ;  but  this  is 
only  a  confequence  of  the  prejudice  with 
which  he  viewed  the  amufements  of  his 
prince.  The  truth  is,  thefe  prinoeffes  were 
refufed  for  political  reafbns,  and  not  with 
any  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  he  filled 
up  his  moments  of  leifure." 

Thus  Caflera,  who,  with  the  fame  fpirit 
of  fa?acity,  flarts  and  anfwers  die  follow- 
ing oDJedions :  <<  But  here  is  a  difficulty : 
Camoens  wrote  during  the  life  of  Don  Se- 
baitian,  but  the  circumftance  he  relates  (the 
return  of  Gama)  happened  feveral  years 
before,  under  the  reign  of  Emmanuel.  How 
therefore  could  he  fay  that  Cupid  then  faw 
Don  Sebaftian  at  the  chace,  when  that 
prince  was  not  then  bom  \  The  anfwer  is 
eafy  :  Cupid,  in  the  allegorv  of  this  work, 
repreients  the  love  of  God,  the  Holy  Spirit, 
who  is  X^od  himfelf.  Now  the  Divinity 
admits  of  no  diftin^on  of  dme ;  one  glance 
of  his  eye  beholds  the  pail,  the  prefent, 
and  the  future ;  vitry  thing  is  prefent  be- 
fore him." 

This 
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Of  thefe  loved  dogs  that  now  his  pailions  fway^ 
Ah^  may  he  never  fall  the  haplefs  prey  I 


Enraged  he  fees  a  venal  herd,  the  ^  fhame 
Of  human  race,  alTume  the  titled  name  y 
And  each,  for  fome  .bafe  intereft  of  his  own,. 
With  Flattery's  manna'd  lips  aflail  the  throne* 
He  fees  the  men,  whom  holiefl:  fandtions  bind 
To  poverty,  and  love  of  human  kind ; 


This  defence  of  die  ASdon  ofAdaeon,  is 
not  more  abfurd  than  nfelefs.  The  free  and 
bold  fpirit  of  poetry,  and  in  particular  the 
nature  of  allegory,  defend  it.  The  poet 
might  eaiily  have  fatd^  that  Cmid/irifinv  ; 
but  had  he  iaid  fo  his  fatire  had  been  much 
left  genteel.  As  the/entiment9  of  Caflera 
on  this  pafTage  are  extremely  charadlerifti- 
cal  of  mt  French  ideas,  another  note  from 
him  will  perhaps  be  agreeable.  "  Several 
Portnguefe  writers  have  remarked,  fays  he„ 
that  Sie  wifh 

Of  thefe  loved  dogs  that  now  his  paflions  iway» 
Ah  !  may  be  never  fall  the  baplefs  prey  1 

Had  in  it  an  air  of  prophecy ;  and  Fate  in 
effect,,  feemed  carend  to  accomplifh  it,  in 
making  the  prefaged  woes  to  fall  upon  Don 
Sebaftian.  If  he  did  not  fall  a  prey  to  his 
pack  of  hounds,  we  may  however  uy  that 
he  was  devoured  by  his  favourites,  who 
mifled  his  youth  and  his  gccat  foul.  But 
at  any  rate  our  poet  has  carried  the  iimili- 
tude  too  far.  It  was  certainly  injurious  to 
Don  Sebaftian,  who  neverthelefs  had  the 
bounty  not  only  not  to  punifh  thb  audacity, 
but  to  reward  the  juft  elogies  which  the  au^ 
thor  had  bellowed  on  him  in  other  places. 
As  much  as  the  indifcretion  of  Camoens 
ought  to  furprife  us,  as  much  ought  we  to 
admire  the  generofity  of  his  mailer." 

This  foppery,  this  flavery  in  thinking, 
cannot  fail  to  roufe  the  indignation  of  ev^ry 
manly  breafl,  when  the  fa£U  are  fairly 
ilated.  Don  Sebaftian,  who  afcended  the 
dirone  wheii  a  child,  was  a  prince  of  great 


abilities  and  mat  fpirit,  but  his^  youth  wa^ 
poifoned  with  the  moft  romantic  ideas  of 
military  glory.  The  aflfairs  of  date  were 
left  to  his  miniflers,  fjhr  who/e  ehara3er 
fee  the  next  m«r^.his  other  ftodies  were  ne- 

fldEled,  and  military  exercifes,  of  >vhich 
e  not  unjniUy  efteemed  th<^  chace  a 
principal,  were  almoft  his  fole  employ. 
Camoens  beheld  this  romantic  turn,  tad  in: 
a  genteel  allegorical  fatire  foreboded  its 
confequences.  The  wifti,  that  his  prince, 
might  not  fall  the  prey  of  his  favourite  paf- 
fion,  was  :in  vain..  In  a  raih,  ill-concerted 
expedition  into  Africa,  Don  Sfebalfian  lofl 
his  crown  in  his  twenty-fifth  /bar,  an  event 
which  foon  after  produced  the  fall  of  the 
Portuguefe  empire.  Had  the  nobility  pof- 
fefTed  the  fpirit  of  Camoens,  hud  diey, 
like  him,  endeavoured  to  check  the  Qgix- 
otifm  of  a  young  generous  prince,  that 
prince  might  have  reigned  long  and  happy, 
and  Portugal  miefat  have  efcaped  the  S^a- 
nifli  yoke,  which  foon  followed  his  defeat 
at  AlcasKar  i  a  yoke  which  funk  Portugal 
into  an  abys  of  mi(ery,  from  which,  in  all 
probability,  ihe  will  never  emerge  in  hec 
former  fplendor. 

^  Enraged  be  fees  a  •veneU  berd^  tbejhamt 
Of  buman  race^  affume  ibe  titled  name.^^ 
**  After  having  ridiculed  all  the  pleafures 
of  Don  Sebaftian,  the  author  now  proceeds 
to  his  courtiers,  to  whom  he  has  acne  no 
injuftice.  Thofe  who  are  acquainted  witH 
the  Portuguefe  hlftory,  will  readily  acknow- 
ledge this."    Cafera. 

Whik 
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While  foft  as  drop  the  dews  of  balmy  Mzy, 
Their  words  preach  virtue  and  her  charms  difplay. 
He  fees  with  luft  of  gold  their  eyes  on  fire^ 
And  every  wifh  to  lordly  ftate  aipire  j 
He  fees  them  trim  the  lamp  at  night's  mid  hour. 
To  plan  new  laws  to  arm  the  regal  power ; 
Sleeplefs  at  night's  mid  hour  to  raze  the  laws^ 
The  facred  bulwarks  of  the  peoples'  caufe. 
Framed  ere  the  blood  of  hard-earn'd  yidory 
On  their  brave  fathers'  helm^hackt  fwords  was  dry^ 

Nor  thcfe  alone,  each  rank,  debafed  and  rude. 
Mean  objedls,  worthlefs  of  their  love,  purfued  : 
Their  paiSons  thus  rebellious  to  his  lore. 
The  God  decrees  to  punifh  and  rcftore. 
The  little  loves,  light  hovering  in  the  air. 
Twang  their  filk  bow-ftrings,  and  their  aims  prepare : 
Some  on  th'  immortal,  anvils  point  the  dart. 
With  power  refiftlefs  to  inflame  the  heart  $ 
Their  arrow  heads  they  tip  with  foft  defires. 
And  all  the  warmth  of  love's  celeftial  fires  ; 
Some  fprinkle  o'er  the  fhafts  the  tears  of  woe. 
Some  ftore  the  quiver,  fbme  relax  the  bow  ; 
Each  chanting  as  he  works  the  tuneful  ftrain 
Of  love's  dear  joys,  of  love's  luxurious  pain  ; 

Charm'd 
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Already  now  began  the  vengeful  war. 
The  witnefs  of  the  God's  benignant  care ; 
On  the  hard  bofoms  of  the  ftubborn  '  crowd 
An  arrowy  (hower  the  bowyer  train  beftow'd ; 
Pierced  by  the  whizzing  fhafts  deep  fighs  the  air. 
And  anfwering  fighs  the  wounds  of  love  declare. 
Though  various  featured  and  of  various  hue. 
Each  nymph  feems  lovelieft  in  her  lover's  view; 
Fired  by  the  darts,  by  novice  archers  fped. 
Ten  thoufand  wild  fantaftic  loves  are  bred  : 
In  wildeft  dreams  theruftic  hind  afpires. 
And  haughtieft  lords  confefs  the  humbleft  fires. 


The  fnowy  fwans  of  Love's  celeftial  Queen 
Now  land  her  chariot  on  the  fhore  of  green ; 
One  knee  difplay'd  (he  treads  the  flowery  ftrand. 
The  gather'd  robe  falls  loofely  from  her  hand  5 
Half-feen  her  bofom  heaves  the  living  fnow. 
And  on  her  fmiles  the  living  rofes  glow. 

'  Oh  the  bar  J  bo/oms  of  the  ftuhhorn  crrwd There  is  an  elegancc  in  the  original 

of  this  line,  which  the  Englifh  language  willmot  admit ; 


Noi  duros  cora9oen8  de  plebe  dura. 
In  the  hard  hearts  of  the  hard  vulgar. 


C  c  c  Thd 


', 
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The  bowyer  God  wh^fe  fli&da  iiiafte  >to*«"  %i    ^ 
Mifaim'd,  in  vain,  in  vain  &n  e^thov  fkyi,  . 
With  roly  fmiles  the  Mother  Power  receives ; 
Around  her  climbing,  thick  &s  ivy  leaves. 
The  vaflal  Loves  in  fQnd^  contention  jqin 
Who  firft  and  moftrihall^kife^hc^  huodrdivjne^ 
Swift  in  her  arms.fhe  caught  her  wanton  Boy,, 
And,  Oh,  my  fon„  fhecries,.  my  pride,,  my- joy,, 
Againft  thy  might  the  dreadful  Typhon  fail'd, 

* 

Againft  thy  fliaft  nor  heaven,  nor  Jove  prevail'd ;, 
Unlefs  thine  arraw  wake  the  young  defires,. 
My  ftrength,  my  power,  in  vain  each  charm  expires  : 
My  fon,  my  hope,  I  claim  thy  powerful  aid,. 
Nor  be  the  boon,  thy  mother  fues^  delay'd  : 
Where-e*er,  fo  will-  th*  Eternal  Fates,,  where-e'er 
The  Lufian  race  the  vidtor  ftartdards  rear. 
There  (hall  my  hymns  refound,  my  altars  flame. 
And  heavenly  Love  her  joyful  lore  proclaim. 
My  Lufian  heroes,  as  my  Romans,  brave. 
Long  toft,  long  hopelefs  on  the  ftorm-torn  wave. 
Wearied  and  weak,  at  laft  on  India's  fhore 

Arrived,  new  toils,  repofe  denied,  they  bore; 
For  Bacchus  there  with  tenfold  rage  purfued 
My  dauntlefs.  fons^  but  now  his  might  fubdued. 
Amid  thefe  raging  feas,  the  fcene  of  woes. 
Theirs  fhall  be  now  the  balm  of  fweet  repofe ; 

Theirs 
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Theirs  every  joy  the  nobleft  heroes  chimp 

The  raptured  foretafte  of  immortal  fame. 

Then  b^nd  thy  bow  and  wound  the  Nereid  trairit 

The  lovely  daughters  of  the  azure  main ; 

And  lead  them)  while  they  pant  with  amorous  fire. 

Right  to  the  ifle  which  all  my  fmiles  infpire : 

Soon  (hall  my  care  that  beauteous  ifle  fupply. 

Where  Zephyr  breathing  love,  on  Flora's  lap  fhall  fi^h^ 

There  let  the  nymphs  the  gallant  heroes  meet. 

And  flrew  the  pink  and  rofe  beneath  their  feet.: 

In  chryflal  halls  the  feaft  divine  .proloqg, 

m 

With  wine  nedareous  and  immortal  fong : 

9 

Let  every  nymph  the  fnow  white  bed  prepare^ 
And,  fairer  far,  refign  her  bofom  there; 
There  to  the  greedy  riotous  embrace 
Refign  each  hidden  charm  with.deareft  grace. 
Thus  from  my  native  waves  a  hero  line 
Shall  rife,  and  o^er  .the -Baft  illuftrious  'fhine; 

Thus  fhall  the  rebel  .world  thy  prowefs  know. 

And  what  the  boundleis  joys  our  friendly  powers  beftow* 

« 
She  faid ;  and  fmiling  viewed  her  mighty  Boy  j 

Swift  to  the  chariot  fprings  the  god  of  joy; 

•  *  TifUMfrom  my  fiatkfe  nvanviMia  bir^  lime  'reids,  ir  to' be  iinderftood  --die  otfier  'Porta- 

'  Shall  rifit  and  o*er  the  Baft  illuftrious  Jhine-^  Z^tfe^  who,  following  the  fteps  of  Gamil, 

.<'  By  the  line  of 'heroes  to  be  -produced  by  eftabliflied  iUuftrious  cotonies  in  India."'-^ 

the  union  of  the  Portugoefe  with  the  Ne-  Cafitra. 

C  c  c  2  His 
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His  ivory  bow,  and  arrows  tipt  with  gold,^ 
Blaz'd  to  the  fun -beam  as  the  chariot  roll'd : 
Their  filver  hoirnefs  (hining  to  the  day 
The  fwans  on  milk-white  pinions  fpring  away. 
Smooth  gliding  o'er  the  clouds  of  lovely  blue ; 
And  Fame,  ^  fo  wiird  the  God,  before  them  fkw  t 
A  giant  goddefs,  whofe  ungovern'd  tongue 
With  equal  zeal  proclaims  or  right  or  wrong; 
Oft  had  her  lips  the  god  of  love  blafphem'd. 
And  oft  with  tenfold  praife  his  conquefts  nam'd :  - 
An  hundred  tyt%  (he  rolls  with  ceafclefs  care, 
A  thoufand  tongues  what  thefe  behold  declare : 
Fleet  is  her  flight,^  the  lightning's  wing  (he  rides. 
And  though  (he  fhifts  her  colours  fwift  as  glides 
The  April  rainbow,  ftill  the  croud  (he  guides. 
And  now  aloft  her  wondering  voice  (he  rais'd. 

And  with  a  thoufand  glowing  tongues  (he  prais'4 
The  bold  Difcovcrers  of  the  ea(tem  world  ■    ■       * 
In  gentle  fwells  the  liftening  furges  curl'd. 
And  murmur'd  to  the  (bunds  of  plaintive  love 
Along  the  grottoes  where  the  Nereids  rove. 
The  drowfy  Power  on  whofe  fmooth  ea(y  mein 
The  fmilcs  of  wonder  and  delight  are  (cen, 

^  And  f  ami — '^a  giant^oddiJi''i^^'Y\)k%  imitations,  copies  after  Homer«    He  adopts 

paflage  affords  a  ftriking  inflance  of   the  fome  circumAaoces^  bat  by  adding  othc«, 

-judgment  of  Camoens.     Virgil's  celebrated  Ik  makes  a  new  pi^ure,  which  juftly  may 

defcription  of  Fame,  (fee  p.  206.)  is  in  his  .be  caUed  Us  OWiU 
c/e»  but  he  copies  it,  as  Virgil,  in  his  beft 

Whofe 
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Whofe  glofly  fin\pering  eye  befpeaks  her  name^ 

Credulity,  attends  the  goddefs  Fame. 

Fired  by  the  heroes'  praife,  the  watery  gods ', 

With  ardent  fpeed.forfake  their  deep  abodes; 

Their  rage  by  vengeful  Bacchus  rais'd  of  late. 

Now  ftung  remorfe^  and  love  fucceeds  to  hate. 

Ah,  where  remprfe  in  female  bofom  bleeds. 

The  tendered  love  in  all  its  glow  fucceeds. 

When  fancy  glows,  how  ftrong,  O  Love,  thy  power  f 

Nor  dipt  the  eager  God  the  happy  hour ; 

Swift  fly  his  arrows  o'er  the  billowy  main, 

Wing'd  with  his  fires,  nor  flies  a  fhaft  in  vain : 

Thus,  ere  the  face  the  lover's  htcztt,  infpires. 

The  voice  of  fame .  awakes  the  foft  defiresv 

While  from  the  bow-ftring  ftart  the  fhafts  divine. 

His  ivory  moon's  wide  horns  inceflTant  join. 

Swift  twinkling  to  the  view  1  and  wide  he  pours 

Omnipotent  in  love  his  arrowy  fhowers. 

E'en  Thetis'  felf  confeft  the  tender  fmart. 

And  pour'd  the  murmurs  of  the  wounded  heart : 

•  ■  The  nvatery  ^tf<//— To  mendon  however  is  daffical,  and  therefore  retained, 
the  ^ods  in  the  mafcuhne  gender,  and  im-  Virgil  uTes  it,  where  Eneas  is  conduced  by 
mediately  to  apply  to  them,  Venus  through  the  flames  of  Troy ; 

O  pcito  feminil,  que  levemente  Defcendo,  ac  ducente  Dio^  flaniroam  inter  et 

Muda  quayfquer  propofitot  tornados*— •  hoftes 

£xpedior  --m^-m^^m 
The  eafe  with  which   the   female  breafl 

changes  its  refolotions,  may  to  the  hyper-       This  is  in  the  manner  of  the  Greek  Poets» 

critic  appear  repreheniible.    The  expreQiop       who  ufe  the  word  eiif  for  God  or  Goddefs. 

Soft 
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Soft  o*cr  the  billows  pants  the  amourous  fighj 
With  wifhful  langour  meltitig  on  each  eye 
The  love-fick  nymphs  explore  the  tardy  fails 
That  waft  the  heroes  on  the  lingering  gales. 


Give  way,  ye  iofty  billows,  low  fubfide. 
Smooth  as  the  level  plain,  your  fwelling  pride, 
Lo,  Venus  comes !     Oh,  foft,  ye  ibvges,  fleept 
Smooth  betlie  bofom  of  .the  a^ure.dcep, 
Lo,  Venus  comes !  aqd  )in  her  vigorous  strain 
She  brings  the  healiqg  halm  of  love--£ck  pain« 
White  as  her  fwans  ",  and  ftately  as  they :  rear 
Their  fnowy  crefts  when  o!erithe  Jake. ihey  ftecr» 
Slow  moving  on^  behold,  :the  fleet  appears. 
And  o*er  the  ^iftaat  faillaw  onward  fleers. 

The  beauteous  Nerguds  flufh!d  in  iall  their ichanns 
Surround  the  Goddefs  of  the  foft  glarms  : 
Right  to  the  ille  (he  leads  the  fmiling  train. 
And  all  her  arts  her  balmy  lips  .explain ; 
The  fearful  laijgour  of  th^  .aikiog  eye. 
The  lovely  blufh  of  yielding  modefty. 
The  grieving  look,  the  figh,  the  favouring  fmile. 
And  all  th'  endearments  of  the  open  wile, 

^  Wbiii  as  her  fiwans A  diftant  fltet  .^•lieinal.    It  is  adopts  ffx)m  an  uncom- 

.compared  to  fwans  on  a  lake  is  certainly  an  .mon  Uoerty  taken  by  Fanfluiv ; 

happy  thought.     The  allufion  to  the  pomp  The  pr«gpai,U2?y/«  on  Neptune's  furface  crteo. 

of  Venus,    whofc  agency  is   immediately  Like  her  own  S*wam^  in  gat§^  mu-cbtft^  and 

concerned,  gives  it  befides  a  peculiar  pro-  fttbtr^ 


priety.     This  ^fimilic  however  is  hoc  in 


She 
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She  taught  the  nymphs— — in  wilJing,  breafts  that  heaved 
To  hear  her  lore,  her  lore  die  nymphs  received*. 


* 
As  now  triumphant  to  their  native  fhore 

Through  the  wide  deep  the  joyful  navy  bore^  . 

Earneft  the  pilot's  eyes  fought  cape  or  bay. 

For  long  was  yet  the  various  watery  way ; 

Sought  cape  or  ifle  from  whence  their  boats  might  bring; 

The  healthful  bounty  of  the  chryAal.fpring : 

When  fudden,  all  in  nature's  pride^  array*d. 

The  Ifle  of  Love  its  glowing  breaft  difplay'd. 

O'er  the  green  bofom  of  the  dewy  lawn 

Soft  blazing  flow'd  the  filver  of  the  dawn. 

The  gentle  waves  the  glowing  luftre  fhare^ 

Arabia's  balm  was  fprinkled  o'er  the  air. 

Before  the  fleet,  to  catch  the  heroes'  view, 

The  floating  ifle  fair  Acidalia  drew  : 

Soon  as  the  floating  verdure  caught  their  "  flght. 

She  fixt,  unmov'd,  the  ifland  of  delight. 

So  when  in  child-birth  of  her  Jove-fprung  load. 

The  lylyan  goddefs  and  the  bowyer  god. 


'  Soon  at  the  floating  iHrdun  caught  thtir 
fight'  '  -As  the  departure  of  Gkma  from 
India  was  abrupt ,  (fee.  his  fife)  he  put  into 
one  of  the  beautifur  iflands  of  Anchediva 
for  freih  water.  While  he  was  here  careen- 
ing his  fhips,  fays  Faria,  a  pirate  named 
Timoja,  attacked  him  widi  eight  fmall  vef- 
felsy  fo  linked  together  and.  covered  with 
boughs,  that  they  formed  the  appearance  of 
a  floating  ifland.  This,  fays  Caflera;  af- 
forded the  fifUon  of  the  floating  ifland  of 


Venus*  **  The  fldtions  of  Camoens,  favs 
he,  ybnt  tTautant  plus  mtrnjtilUufes^  qu^eues 
ent  toutes  liur  fondement  dans  Vhiftoire^  are 
the  more  marvellous^  becaufe  they  are  all 
founded  in  hiflory.  It  is  not  difficult  to  find 
^y  he  makes  his  ifland  of  Anchediva  to 
wander  on  the  waves ;  it  is  in  allufion  to  a 
flngul^  event  related  by  Barros.**  He  then 
proceeds  to  the  flory  of  Timoja,  as  if  the 
genius  of  Camoens  flood  in  need  of  (b  weak 
an  affiflance. 

In 
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In  friendly  pity  of  Latona's  woes  ^, 
Amid  the  waves  the  Delian  ifle  arofe. 
And  now  led  fmoothly  o'er  the  furrow'd  tide. 
Right  to  the  ifle  of  joy  the  vefTels  glide : 
The  bay  they  enter,  where  on  every  hand. 
Around  them  clafps  the  flower-enamellM  land  ; 
A  fafe  retreat,  where  not  a  Mart  may  fhake 
Its  fluttering  pinions  o'er  the  fl:illy  lake. 
With  purple  fhells,  transfused  as  marble  veins. 
The  yellow  fands  celeflial  Venus  ftains. 
With  graceful  pride  three  hills  of  fofteft  green 
Rear  their  fair  bofoms  o'er  the  fylvan  fcene ; 
Their  fides  embroidered  boaft  tlie  rich  array 
Of  flowery  fhrubs  in  all  the  pride  of  May  5 
The  purple  lotos  and  the  fnowy  thorn. 
And  yellow  pod-flowers  every  flope  adorn. 
From  the  green  fummits  of  the  leafy  hills 
Defcend  with  murmuring  lapfe  three  limpid  rills ; 
Beneath  the  rofc-trees  loitering  flow  they  glide. 
Now  tumbles  o'er  fome  rock  their  chryftal  pride ; 
Sonorous  now  they  roll  adown  the  glade, 
*Now  plaintive  tinkle  in  the  fecret  fliade. 
Now  froni  the  darkling  grove,  beneath  the  beam 
Of  ruddy  morn,  like  melted  filver  ftream,  , 

y  In  friendly  pity  of  Latona^s  nuoes  diftrefs,  raifcd  the  iHand  of  Del6s  for  her 

Latona,  in  pregnancy  by  Jupiter,  was  pcrfe-  refuge,  where  (he  was  delivered  of  ApoUo 

cuted  by  Juno,  who  fent  the  ferpent  Python  and  Diana.  Ovid.  Met. 

in  purfuit  of  her.     Neptune,  in  pity  of  her 

Edging 
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Edging  the  painted  margins  of  the  bowers^ 
And  breathing  liquid  frefhnefs  on  the  flowers. 
Where  bright  refledled  in  the  pool  below 
The  vermil  apples  tremble  on  the  bough ; 
Where  o*er  the  yellow  fands  the  waters  fleep 
The  primrofed  banks,  inverted,  dew  drops  weep ; 
Where  murmuring  o'er  the  pebbles  purls  the  flream 
The  filver  trouts  in  playful  curvings  gleam« 
Long  thus  and  various  every  rivlet  ftrays. 
Till  clofing  now  their  long  meandring  maze. 
Where  in  a  fmiling  vale  the  mountains  end, 
Form'd  in  a  chryftal  lake  the  waters  blend  * : 
Fring'd  was  the  border  with  a  woodland  fhade. 
In  every,  leaf  of  various  green  array'd, 
Eacn  yellow- tingj'd,  each  mingling  tint  between 
The  dark  afli-verdure  and  the  filvery  green. 
The  trees  now  bending  forward  flowly  fhake 
Their  lofty  honours  o'er  the  chryftal  lake; 
Now  fpom  the  flood  the  graceful  boughs  retire 
With  coy  referve,  and  now  ajgain  admire 
Their  various  liveries  by  the  fummer  dreft, 
Smooth-glofs'd  and  foftened  in  the  mirror's  breaft. 


*  Fom^d  in  a  tbryflal  lake  the  ivaters 
iflend,  —  Caftera  alfo  attributes  this  to  hif- 
tory.  **  The  Portuguefe  adually  foand  in 
thbiflandy  fays  he,  a  fine  piece  of  water 
omAmented  with  hewn  ftones  and  magnifi- 
cent aquedudi^s ;  an  ancient  and  fuperb  work^ 
of  which  no  body  knew  the  author." 


In  1 50c  Don  Fnmcifco  Almeyda  built  a 
fort  in  this  ifland.  In  digging  among  fome 
ancient  ruins  he  found  many  crucifixes  of 
black  and  red  colour,  from  whence  the  Por- 
tuguefe conjedtttredy  fays  Oforiusy  that  the 
Anchedivian  iilands  had  in  former  ages  been 
inhabited  by  Chriilians.    Vid.  Ofor.  L,  iv. 


D  d  d 
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So  by  her  glafs  the  wiftiful  virgin  ftays. 
And  oft  retiring  Acals  the  lingering  gaze. 
A  thoufand  houghs  aloft  to  hcaVcn  difplay 
Their  fragrant  apples  fhining  to  the  day ; 
The  orange  here  perfumes  the  buxom  '  air^ 
And  boafts  the  golden  hue  of  Daphne's  hair* 
Near  to  the  ground  each  fpreading  bough  defccnds> 
Beneath  her  yellow  load  the  citron  bends ; 
The  fragrant  lemon  fcents  the  cooly  grove ; 
Fair  as  when  ripening  for  the  days  cf  love 
The  virgin's  breads  the  gentle  fwell  avow. 
So  the  twin  fruitage  fwell  on  every  bough. 
Wild  foreft  trees  the  mountain  fides  array'd 
With  curling  foliage  and  romantic  fhade : 
Here  fpreads  the  poplar,  to  Alcides  dear  ; 
And  dear  to  Phoebus,  ever  verdant  here. 


•  The  orange  here  perfumes  the  buxom  air. 
And  boafts  the  golden  hue  of  Daphnes  hair. — 
Frequent  alluiions  to  the  fables  of  the  an- 
tients  form  a  charaacriftical  featorc  of  the 
poetry  of  the  i6th  and  17th  centuries.  A 
profttiion  of  it  is  pedantry ;  a  moderate  ufe 
of  it  however  in  a  poem  of  thefe  times 
plcafcs,  becaufe  it  difcoyers  the  ftage*  of 
compofition,  and  has  in  itfelf  a  fine  efie^t, 
as  it  illnftrates  its  fubjea  By  pi«fe»tiBg  the 
daffical  leader  with  fome  little  landfcapes  of 
that  country  through  which  he  has  travelled. 
The  deicription  of  forefts  is  a  favourite 
topic  in  poetry.  Chaucer,  Taffo,  and 
Spenfer,  have  been  happy  in  it,  but  both 
have  copied  an  admired  paflage  in  Statins ; 


..  Cadit  ardua  ftgvs. 


Cbaoniamqoe  nemus.  brumaeque  lllaeTa  cupref- 
ProcSontp5c«.  flammi.  .Umenta  f-premU. 


Omi^e,  iliceaeqne  trabes,  metuandiaqiie  iuTco 
Taxus,  &  In&ndos  belli  potura  cruorei 
Fraxtnus,  atque  fitu  non  expuniabile  robur  t. 
Hinc  audax  abtesy  &  odoro  vulnere  pinvt 
Scinditiir,  acclinant  intonfa  cacumina  teme- 
Ahius  arnica  fretis,  nee  inhofpita  vitibut  uhniit» 

In  rural  defcriptions  three  things  are  necei^ 
fary  to  render  them  poetical  ;  the  bapptnefs 
of  epithet,  of  pidnrefque  anrangemcnt,  and 
of  httle  landfcape  views.  Without  theie» 
all  the  names  of  trees  and  flowers,  though 
ilmng  together  in  tolerable  numbers,  con- 
tain no  more  poetry  than  a  nurferyman  or  a 
florift's  catalogue.  In  Statius»  in  Tafib  and 
Spenfer's  admired  fbrefts,  (Gier.  liber.  C» 
3.  St.  75,  76,  and  F.  Queen,  B.  1.  C.  i. 
St.  8,  9.)  the  poetry  conSfts  entirely  in  the 
happinefs  of  the  epithets*  In  Camoens,  aU 
the  three  requifites  are  admiraUy  attained, 
and  blended  together^ 

The 
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The  laurel  joins  the  bowers  for  ever  greeo^ 

The  myrtle  bowers  belov'd  of  beauty's  queen* 

To  Jove  the  oak  his  wide  fpread  branches  rears ; 

And  high  to  heaven  the  fragrant  cedar  bears ; 

Where  through  the  glades  appear  the  cavern*d  rocks^ 

The  lofty  pine-tree  waves  her  fable  locks ; 

Sacred  to  Cybele  the  whifpering  pine 

Loves  the  wild  grottoes  where  the  white  cliffs  {hint  j 

Here  towers  the  cyprefs,  preacher  to  the  wife, 

Lefs'ning  from  earth  her  fpiral  honours  rife. 

Till,  as  a  fpear-point  rear'd,  the  topmoft  fpray 

Points  to  the  Eden  of  eternal  day. 

Here  round  her  foftering  elm  the  ixniling  vine 

In  fond  embraces  gives  her  arms  to  twine. 

The  numerous  clufters  pendant  from  the  boughs. 

The  green  here  gliflens,  here  the  purple  glows  ; 

For  here  the  genial  feafons  of  the  year 

Danc*d  hand  in  hand,  no  place  for  winter  here  i 

His  grifly  vifage  from  the  fhore  cxpell'd. 

United  fway  the  fmiling  feafons  held. 

Around  the  fwelling  fruits  of  deepening  red. 

Their  fnowy  hues  the  fragrant  bloflbms  fpread  1 

Between  the  burfling  buds  of  lucid  green 

The  apple's  ripe  vcrmillion  blufh  is  feen ; 

For  here  each  gift  Pomona's  hand  beflows 

In  cultured  garden,  free,  uncultur'd  iloWSj 

D  d  d  2  The 
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The  flavour  fweeter,  aod  the  hue  more  fair,- 

Than  e'er  was  foftcr'd  by  the  hand  of  care. 

The  cherry  here  in  ftiining  crimftm  glows ; 

And  ftain'd  with  lover's  blood  ^  in  pendant  rows^ 

The  bending  boughs  the  mulberries  o'erload ;     / 

The  bending  boughs  carefs'd  by  Zephyr  nod;     ^ 

The  generous  peach,  that  ftrengthens  iii  exile 

Far  from  kis  native  earth,  the  Perfian  foil> 

The  velvet  peach  of  fofcft  glofly  blue 

Hangs  by  the  pomgranate  of  orange  hue,. 

Whofe  open  heart  a  brighter  red  difplaysi 

Than  that  which,  fparkles  in  the  ruby's  blaze. 

Here,  trembling  with  their  weight,  the  branches  bear> 

Delicious  as  profufe,  the  tapering  pear. 

For  thee,  fair  fruit,  the  fongfters  of  the  grove 

With  hungry  bills  from  bower  to  arbour  rove. 

Ah,  if  ambitious  thou  wilt  own  the  care 

To  grace  the  fcftft  of  heroes  and  the  fair. 

Soft  let  the  leaves  with  grateful  umbrage  hide 

The  green-ting'd  orange  of  thy-  mellow  fidev 

A  thoufand  flowers  of  gold,  of  white  and  red 

Far  o'er  the  fhadowy  '  vale  their  carpets  fpread> 


^  And  fiaif^d  uaith  L^njir^s  hUod*         Fy*     '  Signt  tcne  caedis ;  pulloiq^ue  et  luAlbut  aptot- 

ramus  and  Tbiibe :  Semper  babe  foetus  gemini  oionumenta  cruori«» 

Arborei  foetus  afper&^ine  caedis  in  atram  Ovid.  Met. 

Vertunturfaciem :  madefa^aquefanguine radix  ^t     ^    ,  t  t»       « 

Ptiniceo  tingit  pcndcntia  mora  colore  ......  ' ^.V'  Jhadewy  'uaU Liteial 

At  tu  quo  ramis  arbor  miferabile  corpus  frbm  the  original,— 0^«^w  *valle,     ■  ■  ■ 

jNuM  tcgis  uoius^  mox  es  te^ura  duoruui }  wUch  Fanihaw  however  hat  tranflated,  "  the 
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Of  fairer  tapeftry,  and  of,  richisr  bloom. 
Than  ever  glow'd  in  Perfia*s  boailM  looni : 
As  glittering  rainbows  o'er  the  verdure  thrown. 
O'er  every  woodland  walk  th'  embroidery  fhone,. 
Here  o'er  the  watery  mirror's  lucid  bed 
Narciffus,  felf-enamour'd^  hangs  the  head  f. 
And  here,  bedew'd  with  love's  celeftial  tears. 
The  woe-markt  flower  of  flain  Adonis  ^  rej^rs 
Its  purple  head,  prophetic  of  the  reign. 
When  loft  Adonis  fhall  revive  again* .  . 
At  ftrife  appear  the  lawns  and  purpled  ikies,. 
Which  from  each  other  ftole  the  beauteous  *  dyes  : 


eloomy  valley,"  and  thas  has  given  us  a 
funereal  y  where  the  aathor  intended  a  fef- 
tive  landfcape.  It  muft  be  confeiTed  how- 
ever, that  the  defcriptioB  of  the  ifland  of 
Venus,  is  infinitely  the  beft  part  all  of  Fan- 
ihaw's  tranflation.  And  indeed  the  dalleft 
profe  trandatio'n  might  obfcure,  but  could 
not  poffibly  throw  a  total  eclipfe  over  fo  ad- 
mirable an  original. 

^  The  ivoe-markt /fotver  ofjtain  AJoniS''^ 
•watered  by  the  tears  of  lonte.  The  Aene- 
mone.  *^  This,  fays  Cailera,  is  applicable 
to  the  celeftial  Venus,  for  according  to  my- 
tholo^,  her  amour  with  Adonis  had  nothing 
in  it  impure,  but  was  only  the  love  which 
nature  bears  to  the  fun.''  ^ilhe  fables  of  an- 
tiquity have  generally  a  threefold  interpre- 
tation, an  hiltorical  allufion,  a  phyHcal  and 
a  roetaphyfical  allegory.  In  the  latter  view; 
the  fable  of  Adonis  is  only  applicable  to  the 
celeftial  Venus*  A  divine  youth  is  outragerv 
oufly  flain,  but  (ball  revive  again  at  the  re- 
floration  of  the  golden  age.  Several  na- 
tions, it  is  well  known,  under  di£erent 
Barnes,  celebrated  the  myfkeries,  or  the  deatlx 
and  refurrcdtion  of  Adonis ;  among-  whom 


,  were  the  Britifli  Druids,  as  we  are  told  by 
Dr.  Stttkely.  In  the  fame  manner  Cupid,, 
in  the  fable  of  Phyche,  is  interpreted  by 
mythologies,  to  fignify  the  divine  love 
weeping  over  the  degeneracy  of  human  nature; 

'  At  ftrife  appear  the  latvns  and  purpled 
JkieSf'  *whofrom  each  other  ftole  the  beauteous 
dyes, -^On  this  paflaee  Caftera  has  the  fol- 
lowing fenfible  though  turgid  note  :  **  This 
*'  thought,  fays  he,  is  taken  from  the  idyl- 
**  linm  of  Auionitts  on  the  rofe ; 

"  Ambigeres  raperetne  rofis  Aurora  niborem« 
**-  An  daret,  8c  flores  tingere  .torta  dies. 

Camoens  who  had  a  genius  rich"  of  itfelf^ 
ftill  farther,  enriched  it  at  the  expence  of 
the  ancients.  Bbhbld  wh&r  makes  great 
authors!  Thofe  who  pretend  to  give  us 
nothing  but  the  fruits  of  their  own 
growth,  foon  fail,  like  the  little  rivulets 
which  dry  up  in  the  fummer,-  very  dif- 
ferent from  the  floods,  who  teceive  in 
their  courfe  die  tribute  of  an  hundred  and 
an  hundred  rivers,  and  which  even  ia 
the  dog-days  carry  their  waves  triumphanl 
to  the  ocean." 
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The  lawn  in  all  Aurora's  luftrc  glows* 
Aurora  fteals  the  bluflies  of  the  rofe> 
The  rofe  difplays  the  blufhes  that  adorn 

_  • 

The  ipotlcfs  virgin  on  the  nuptial  morn. 

Zephyr  and  Flora  emulous  confpire 

To  breathe  their  graces  o'er  the  field's  attire  j 

The  one  gives  healthful  frefhnefs,  one  the  hue. 

Fairer  than  e'er  creative  pencil  drew. 

Pale  as  the  love-fick  hopdefs  maid  they  dye 

The  modeft  violet ;  from  the  curious  eye 

The  modeft  violet  turns  her  gentle  head. 

And  by  the  thorn  weeps  o'er  her  lowly  bed. 

Bending  beneath  the  tears  of  pearly  dawn 

The  fnow  white  lilly  glitters  o'er  the  lawn  j 

Low  from  the  bough  reclines  the  damafk  rofe. 

And  o'er  the  lilly's  milk  white  bofom  glows. 

Frefh  in  the  dew  far  o'er  the  painted  dales. 

Each  fragrant  herb  her  fweeteft  fcent  exhales. 

The  hyacinth  bewraya  the  doleful  At  % 

And  calls  the  tribute  of  Apollo's  figh  5 

Still  on  it's  bloom  the  mournful  flower  retains 

The  lovely  blue  that  dy*d  the  ftripling's  veins. 

'  7%e  kjacitah  benvrtys  the  doleful  Ai*— i  Purpureus  color  hwic,  argenteus  eflct  In  illit 

Hyacinthus,  a  yonth  beloved  of  Apollo«  by  Non  fatis  hoc  PhxiK>  eft :  is  calm  fbit  auaor 
whom  he  was  accidentally  flaln,  and  after^  honoris, 

wards  tamed  into  a  flower :  JP^*  '^^  gemitus  foliit  inicribif  j  &  Ai,  Ai, 

^— — —  Tyrioquc  nttentior  oftro  '^  "i^^  iaicriptum  t  funcftaqne  littera  duda 
Flos  oritur,  formamque  capit,  quam  lilias  ii  * 

non,  Ovid.  Met. 

Pomona 
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Pomona  fir*d  with  rival  envy  views 
The  glaring  pride  of  Flora's  dariing  hues  }< 
Where  Flora  bids  the  purple  iris  fpread. 
She  hangs  the  wilding's  bloflbm  white  and  red ; 
Where  wild  thyme  purples^  where  the  daify  fnows* 
The  curving  flopes,  the  n>elon's  pride  (he  throws  ; 
Where  by  the  ftream  the  lilly  of  the  vale, 
Primrofe,  and  cowflip  meek,  perfume  the  gale* 
Beneath  the  lilly  and  the  cowflip's  bell 
The  fcarlet  flrawberries  luxurious  fwelL 
Nor  thefe  alohe  the  teeming  Eden  yields. 
Each  harmlefs  beflial  crops  the  flowery  fields  } 
And  birds  of  every  note  and  every  wing 
Their  loves  refponfive  thro*  the  branches  fing  : 
In  fweet  vibrations  thrilling  o'er  the  fkies. 
High  pois'd  in  air  the  lark  his  warbling  tries  > 
The  fwan  flow  failing  o'er  the  chryftal  lake 
Tunes  his  melodious  note ;  from  every  brake 
The  glowing  ftrain  the  nightingale  returns. 
And  in  the  bowers  of  love  the  turtle  mourns* 
Pleas'd  to  behold  his  branching  horns  appear. 
O'er  the  bright  fountain  bends  the  fearlefs  deer; 
The  hare  ftarts  trembling  from  the  bufliy  fhade. 
And  fwiftly  circling,  crofl^es  oft  the  glade. 
Where  from  the  rocks  the  bubbling  founts  diflil. 
The  milk-white  lambs  come  bleating  down  the  hill ; 

The 
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The  dappled  heifer  feeks  the  vales  below» 

And  from  the  thicket  fprings  the  bounding  doe. 

To  his  lov'd  neft,  on  fondly  fluttering  wings. 

In  chirping  bill  the  little  fongfter  brings 

The  food  untafted  j  tranfport  thrill^  his  breaft; 

*Tis  nature's  touch,  'tis  inftin<fl*s  hcav'n-like  feaft. 

Thus  bower  and. lawn  were  deckt  with  Eden*s  flowers^ 

And  fong  and  joy  imparadifed  the  bowers. 


And  foon  the  fleet  their  ready  anchors  threw : 
Lifted  on  eager  tip-toe  at  the  view. 
On  nimble  feet  that  bounded  to  the  ftrand 
The  fecond  Argonauts  *  elance  to  land. 
Wide  o'er  the  boauteous  ifle  **  the  lovely  Fair 
Stray  through  the  diflant  glades,  devoid  of  care« 


«  The  fecond  Argonauls.'-^'^^X^  expedi- 
tion of  the  Golden  Fleece  was  efleemed  in 
ancient  poetry,  one  of  the  moft  daring  ad- 
ventures, the  ^Liccefs  of  which  was  accounted 
miraculous*  The  alluiions  of  Camoens  to 
this  voyage,  -though  in  the  fpirit  of  his  age, 
we  by  BO  means  improper. 

\lVide  '^ir  the  heaute^urijle  the  iovely  Fair* 
M  We  now  come  to  the  pafTage  con- 
,  demned  by  Voltwe  as  fo  la(civious,  that  no 
.  nation  in  Europe,  except  the  Portnguefe  and 
Italians  could  near  it.  But  the  author  of 
the  deteflable  poem  La  PuceUe  d*Orleans^ 
talks  of  the  ifland  of  Venus  with  that  fame 
knowledge  of  his  fubjed  with  which  he 
made  Camoens,  who  was  not  then  bom,  a 
companion  to  Gama  in  the  expedition  which 
^fcovered  the  route  to  India.  Though  Vol- 
taire's cavils,  I  trull,  are  in  general  fully  an- 
swered in  the  preface,  a  particular  exa- 
mination of  the  charge  of  mdecency  may 
not  be  unnecefTary  ere  the  reader  enter 
upon  the  paiTage  itielf.    No  painter  then. 


:iet  it  be.remomber«d,  Vi»  tvet  Uamed  for 
drawing  the  graces  unveiled  br  naked.  In 
fculpture,  in  painting,  and  poetry,  it  is  not 
nakednefs,  it  is  the  expreilibn  or  manner 
only  that  offends  decency.  It  is  this  which 
cx)nfUtutes  the  difference  between  a  Venus 
deMedids  and  the  lafcivious  paintings  in 
the  apamnentt  of  a  Tiberius.  The  iace  of 
Camoens  has  hitherto  been  very  peculiar. 
The  mixture  of  Pagan  and  (^hrifl^  mytho- 
logy in  his  machinery  has  been  anatheraa- 
tiied,  and  his  ifland  of  Love  reprefente^  as 
a  brothel.  Yet  both  accufations  are  the 
arrogant  aftertions  of  the  mofl  fuperficial  ac- 
Q  uaintance  with  his  works,  a  Hear/ay^  ecchoed 
from  critic  to  critic.  His  poem  itfelf,  and 
a  comparison  of  its  parts  with  the  fimils* 
conduct  of  the  greateft  modem  poets,  will 
clearly  Evince,  that  in  both  infbmces  no 
modem  Epic  Writer  of  note  has  given  leis 
ofFence  to  trae  criticifm. 

Not  to  mention  Ariofto,  whofe  defcriptions 
will  often  admit  of  no  paliation,  Taflb, 

Spenfer, 
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From  lowly  valley  and  from  mountain  grove 
The  lovely  nymphs  renew  the  ftrains  of  love. 


Spenfer,  and  Milton^  kave  always  been  ef- 
teemed  among  the  chafteft  of  «poetSy  yet  in 
that  delicacy  of  warm  defcnption»  which 
Milton  has  fo  finely  exemplified  in  the  nup- 
tials of  our  firft  parents,  none  of  them  can 
boafl  the  continued  uniformity  of  the  Por- 
tugaefe  Poet.  Though  there  is  a  warmth 
in  the  colouring  of  Camoens  which  even  the 
genius  of  TaiTo  has  not  reached ;  and  though 
the  ifland  of  Armida  is  evidently  copied 
from  the  Lufiad,  yet  thofe  who  are  pofle/Ted 
of  the  finer  feelings,  will  eafily  difcover  an 
•efiential  difierence  between  the  love-fcenes 
of  the  two  poets,  a  difference  greatly  in 
favour  of  the  delicacy  of  the  former .  Though 
the  nymphs  in  Camoens  are  detected  naked 
in  the  woods  and  in  the  fbeam,  and  though 
defirous  to  captivate,  flill  their  behaviour  is 
that  of  the  virgin  who  hopes  to  be  the 
ipoufe.  They  z&.  the  part  of  ofiended  mo-> 
-pefty ;  even  when  they  yield  they  are  filent, 
and  bjchave  in  every  reipe£t  l^ke  Milton's 
£vf  in  the  Hate  of  innocence^  who 

'  — —    What  was  honour  knew— « 

iVnd  who  difplaycd 

Her  virtue,  and  the  confcience  of  her  worth, 
T^hat  would  be  wooed,  and  not  unfought  be  won. 

To  fum  up  all,  the  nuptial  fan£tity  draws  its 
liallowed  curtains,  and  a  mafterly  allegory 
ihuts  up  the  love-fcenes  of  Camoens. 

How  different  from  all  this  is  the  ifland  of 
Armida  in  TaiTo,  and  its  tranflation^  the 
bower  of  Acrafia^  in  Spenfer  !  In  thefe 
virtue  is  feduced;  the  fcene  tiierefore  islefs 
delicate.  The  nymphs,  while  they  are 
bathing,  in  place  of  the  modefly  of  the  bride 
as  in  Camoens,  employ  all  the  arts  of  the 
lafcivious  wanton.  They  fby  not  to  be 
wooed ;  but,  as  Spenfer  gives  it, 

^he  mmoroiu  fwiet  JPqUs  to  gradj  eyes  re^eaL 

One  flanza  fnom  our  Englifh  poet,  which 
Jbiowever  is  rather  fuller  than  the  original, 
ihall  here  fu&ce : 

Withal  (he  laughed  and  (he  Wufti'd  withal, 
That  blufhing  to  her  laughter  gave  more  grace. 
And  laughter  to  her  blufhing,  as  did  fall. 
Now  when  they  fpyM  the  knight  to  flack  his  pace. 
Them  to  behold,  and  in  his  fp^rkling  face 
ne  ficret  Jigns  of  kindUd  tuft  appear ^ 
Their  wanton  mcrrimenu  they  did  encreafe. 


And  to  him  becken'd  to  apuroach  more  near. 
And  fbi^^d  bim  many  fights^  that  courage  cold 
could  rear. 

This  and  other  defcriptions, 

Upon  a  bed  of  rofes  (he  was  laid 

As  faint  through  heat,  or  dight  topleafknt  fin— < 

prefent  everv  idea  of  lafcivious  volupta- 
oufnefs.  The  allurements  of  fpeech  are 
alfo  added.  Sougs,  which  breathe  every  per- 
fuafive,  are  heard ;  and  the  nymphs  boldly 
call  to  the  beholder ; 

E*  dolce  campo  di  hattaglia  il  letto 
Fiavi,  e  Cberbetta  morhida  de'prati.*^ 

Tasso* 
Our  field  of  battle  is  the  downy  bed. 
Or  flowery  turf  amid  tlie  fintling  mead.— • 

HooLB« 

Thefe,  and  the  whole  fcenes  in  the  domains 
of  Armida  and  Acrafia,  are  in  a  turn  of 
manner  the  reverfe  of  the  ifland  of  Venus. 
In  thefe  the  exprefiicn  and  idea  are  me* 
letricious.  In  Camoens,  though  the  co- 
louring is  even  warmer,  yet  the  modefiy  of 
the  Venus  de  Medicis  is  dill  preferved.  Ii^ 
every  thing  he  defcribes  there  is  ftill  fome- 
thing  ftrongly  fimilar  to  the  modeft  attitude 
of  the  arms  of  that  celebrated  ftatue.  Though 
pnidery,  that  ufual  maik  of  the  impuKft 
minds,  may  condemn  him,  yet  thofe  of  the 
moft  chaAe,  though  lefs  gloomy  turn,  will 
allow,  that  in  comparifon  with  others,  he 
might  fay, — Virzinibus  puerifque  canto, 

Spenfer  alfo,  where  he  does  not  follow  Tafib, 
vi  often  grofs ;  and  even  in  fome  infbmces, 
where  the  exprefilon  is  moft  delicate, '  the 
pidure  is  nevcrthelefs  indecently  lafcivious. 
The  third  and  fourth  of  the  iive  concluding 
ftanzas,  which  in  his  fecond  edition  he  add- 
ed to  the  third  book  of  the  Faerie  Queene, 
afford  a  ftriking  example.  The  virgin  ^r/- 
tomarty  the  pattern  of  chaflity,  ftands  by, 
while  Sir  Scudamore  and  Amoret^ 

■  With  fwcct  cotmtervaile 

Each  other  of  love*s  bitter  fruit  defpoile— • 

But  this  fhall  not  here  be  cited ;  only. 

That  Britomart,  half  envying  their  blefs,  . 
Was  much  empaflion'd  In  hc'r  gentle  fprite. 
And  to  herfdt  oft  wifhM  like  Inppinefs  5 
In  vain  (he  wi(h\i,  that  fate  n'ould  let  her 
yet  pgflefs. 

ce  Non 
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Here  from  the  bowers  that  crown  thp  plaintive  rill 

The  folemn  harp's  melodious  warblings  thrill ;. 

Here  from  the  fliadows  of  the  upland  grott 

The  mellow  lute  renews  the  fwelling  note. 

As  fair  Diana  and  her  virgin  train 

"Some  gayly  ramble  o'er  the  flowery  plain. 


Nor  is  Spcnfer*s  wife  of  Malbccoo  more  in- 
delicate than  foroe  lines  of  the  Paradife  Loft. 
The  reply  of  the  Angel  to  Adam's  defcrip- 
tion  of  his  nuptials,  contains  fome  ftrokcs 
intolerably  difguftfbL  And  the  firft  eifed 
of  the  forbidden  fruit  offers  a  remarkable 
contraft  to  that  delicacy  of  cxpreffion  which 
adorns  the  firfl  loves  of  Adam  and  Eve.  If 
there  is  propriety  however  in  thus  rcpre- 
fenting  the  amours  of  guilty  intoxication, 
by  which  figure  Milton  calls  it,  fome  of 
the  terms  of  expreffion  are  ^ill  indefen£bly 
iixdelicate. 
Nor  may  Thomfon,  the  man 


from  each  other,  zn  modeft  awe»  after  hA^r-^ 
ing  left  the  mean&of  difcovery, 

.— — — .^  But  Hrft  thefe  lines 
Traced  by  his  ready  pencil,  on  the  bank 
With  uembling  hand  he  threw— 

Which  ihe  fnatched  up^  and  aafwered  on  the 
ipreading  beech, 


She  with  the  fylvan  pen 


who  never  wrote 


One  line  which,  dying,  he  would  wifli  to  blot—* 

plead  a  greater  delicacy  of  defcription  than 
Camoens.  Indeed  one  can  fcarcely  call  the 
adventnre  of  Damon,  when  he  fees  his 
miftrefs  ftrip  and  bathe,  fo  handfomely  ma- 
naged as  the  iimilar  fcenes  in  the  iiland  of 
Venus : 

—————  defperate  youth, 
How  durft  thou  rifquethe  foul  diftra£ling  view— « 


And, 


Damon  drew 


Such  madning  draughts  of  beauty  to  the  foal, 
As  for  a  while  o'erwheImM  his  raptur*d  thought 
With  luxury  too  daring 

not  only  feem  to  want  fome  of  that  dignity 
which  lifts  defcription  above  the  ludicrons, 
but  feem  alfo  to  have  a  Je  ne  f^ai  quoi  of 
perturbation  not  quite  delicate.  The  heroes 
of  the  Luiiad  indeed  do  not  kifs  the  trees  or 
write  hilUts  doux  when  they  fee  the  nymphs 
naked  before  them.  But  though  Thomfon 
witb  great  propriety  has  made  hb  lovers  fly 


Of  rural  lovers  this  confeflion  carvM, 

Which  (bon  her  Damon  kifs'd  widi  wee|>in^ 

joy — 

•    ••••••be  ftill  as  now 

Difcreet  5  the  time  may  come  you  need  not  fly. 

Yet  this  diflference  of  conduft  in  the  two 
poets,  aflbrds  no  objeAion  againft  cither. 
In  each  circumftance  propriety  is  preferved. 
In  a  word,  fo  unjuft  is  the  cenfure  of  Vol- 
taire, a  cenfure  which  never  arofc  from  a 
comparifon  of  Camoens  with  other  poets^ 
fo  ill  grounded  is  the  charge  againft  him, 
that  we  cannot  but  admire  his  fuocrior  deli* 
cacy;  a  delicacy  not  even  underftood  in. 
England  in  his  age,  when  the  groffeft  imagery 
often  found  a  place  in  the  pulpits  of  the 
moft  pious  divines;  when  m  the  old  li- 
turgy itfelf  it  was  efteemed  no  indelicacy  of 
expreflion  to  enjoin  the  wife  to  ht  buxom  in 
bed  and  at  board.  We  know  what  liberties' 
were  taken  by  the  politeft  writers  of  the 
Auguftan  age;  and  fuch  is  the  change  of 
manners,  that  Shakefpcarc  and  Spenfer 
might  with  juiUce  appeal  from  the  judgment 
of  the  prefcnt,  when  it  condemns  them 
for  indecency.  Camoens,  ho^Vever,  ^  may 
appeal  to  the  moft  poliftied  age  ;  let  him  be 
heard  for  himfelf,  let  him  be  compared  with 
others  of  the  firft  name,  and  lus  warmeft 
defcriptions  need  not  dread  the  decifion. 


In 
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In  feigned  purfuit  of  hare  or  bounding  roe. 
Their  graceful  mein  and  beauteous  limbs  to  fliew  ; 
Now  feeming  carelefs>  fearful  now  and  coy. 
So  taught  the  goddefs  of  unutter'd  joy. 
And  gliding  through  the  diilant  glades  diiplay 
£ach  limb,  each  movement^  naked  as  the  day4 
Some  light  with  glee  in  carelefs  freedom  take 
Their  playful  revels  in  the  ehryftal  lake  5 
One  trembling  flands  no  deeper  than  the  knee 
To  plunge  reludant^  while  in  iportful  glee 
Another  o*er  her  fudden  laves  the  tide ; 
In  pearly  drops  the  wiihful  waters  glide, 
Reludtant  dropping  from  her  breafts  of  fnow  5 
Beneath  the  wave  another  fcems  to  glow  ; 
The  amorous  waves  her  bofom  fondly  kifs'd. 
And  rofe  and  fell,  as  panting,  on  her  breaft. 
Another  fwims  along  with  graceful  pride. 
Her  iilver  arms  the  gliftening  waves  divide. 
Her  (hining  fides  the  fondling  waters  lave. 
Her  glowing  cheeks  are  brightened  by  the  wave,' 
Her  hair,  of  mildeft  yellow,  flows  from  fide 
To  fide,  as  o'er  it  plays  the  wanton  tide. 
And  carelefs  as  fhe  turns,  her  thighs  of  fnow 
Their  tapering  rounds  in  deeper  luftre  fliew. 

E  e  e  i  Whero 


\ 

r 
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Where  feme  bold  Lufians  fought  the  woodland  prey,. 
And  thro'  the  thickets  forc'd  the  pathlefs  way ; 
Where  fome  in  fhades  impervious  to  the  beam,. 
Supinely  liften'd  to  the  murmuring  ftream : 
Bright  fudden  through  the  boughs  the  various  dyes 
Of  pink,  of  fcadet,  and  of  azure  rife. 
Swift  from  the  verdant  banks  the  loiterer?  ^pri^g^    • 
Down  drops  the  arrow  from  the  half  drawn  firing  r 
Soon  they  behold  'twas  not  the  rofe's  hue. 
The  jonquil's  yellow,  nor  the  panfie's  blue  : 
Dazzling  the  fhades  the  nymphs  appear— the  zone 
And  flowing  fcarf  in  gold  and  azure  fhone. 
Naked  as  Venus  flood  in  Ida's  bower. 
Some  trufl  the  dazzling  charms  of  native  power ; 
Through  the  green  boughs  and  darkling  fhades  they  fhew 
The  fhining  luflre  of  their  native  fnow. 

And  every  tapering,  every  rounded  fwell 

» 

Of  thigh,  of  bofom,  as  they  glide,  reveal. 
As  vifions  cloatR'd  in  dazzling  white  they  rife. 
Then  fleal  unnoted  from  the  flurried  eyes : 
Again  apparent,  and  again  withdrawn. 
They  fhine  and  wanton  o'er  the  fmiling  lawn. 
Amazed  and  lofl  in  rapture  of  furprize. 
All  joy,  my  friends,  the  brave  Veloso  cries, 
Whate'er  of  goddefTes  old  fable  told, 
Qr  poet  fung  of  facrcd  groves,,  behold. 

Sacred 
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Sacred  to  goddeffes  divinely  bright 

Thefe  beauteous  forefts  own  their  guardian  might. 

From  eyes  profane,  •  from  every  age  conceal'd. 

To  us,  behold,  all  Paradife  reveal'dl 

Swift  let  us  try  if  phantoms  of  the  air,^ 

Or  living  charms  appear,  divinely  fair ! 

Swift  at  the  word  the  gallant  Lufians  bound. 

Their  rapid  footfteps  fcarcely  touch  the  ground; 

Through  copfe,  through  brake,  impatient  of  their  prey* 

Swift  as  the  wounded  deer  they  fpring  away  : 

Fleet  through  the  wipding  fhades  in  rapid  flight 

The  nymphs  as  wing'd  with,  terror  fly  their  fight ; 

Fleet  though  they  fled  the  mild  reverted  eye. 

And  dimpling  fmile  their  fceming  fear  deny. 

Fleet  through  the  fliades^in  parted  rout  they  glide  : 

If  winding  path  the  chofcn  pairs  divide. 

Another  path  by  fweet  miftake  betrays. 

And  throws  the  lover  on  the  lover's  gaze  ; 

If  dark-brow'd  bower  conceal  the  lovely  fair. 

The  laugh,  the  /brick,  confefs  the  charmer  there. 

Luxurious  here  the  wanton  zephyrs  toy. 
And  every  fondling  favouring  art  employ. 
Fleet  as  the  Fair  Qnes  fpeed,  the  bufy  gale 
In  wanton  frolic  lifts  the  trembling  veilj 

White 


4o6  THE        L   i;   S    I    A    D.        Book  DC. 

White  though  the  veil,  in  fairer  .brighter  glow. 
The  lifted  robe  difplays  the  living  fnow : 
Quick  fluttering  on  -the  gale  the  robe  conceals. 
Then  inftant  to  the  glance  each  charm  reveals ; 
Reveals,  and  covers  from  the  eyes  on  fire. 
Reveals,  and  with  the  fhade  inflames  defire« 
One  as  her  breathlefs  lover  haflrens  on. 
With  wily  fliumble  fudden  lies  o'erthrown ; 
Confus'd,.  fhe  rifes  with  a  blu(hing  fmile  i 
"The  lover  falls  the  captive  of  her  guile: 
Tript  by  the  Fair  he  tumbles  on  the  mead) 
The  joyful  vidHm  of  his  eager  fpeed. 

Afar,  where  fport  the  wantons  in  the  lake^ 
Another  band  of  gallant  youths  betake ; 
The  laugh,  the  fhriek,  the  revel  and  the  toy^ 
Befpeak  the  innocence  of  youthful  joy. 
The  laugh,  the  fhriek,  the  gallant  Luflaos  hear 
As  through  the  foreft  glades  they  chace  the  deer  ; 
For  arm*d  to  chace  the  bounding  roe  they  camc» 
Unhop'd  the  tranfport  of  a  nobler  ^ame. 
The  naked  wantons,  as  the  youths  appear, 
Shrill  through  the  woods  refound  the  fhriek  of  fean 
Some  feign  fuch  terror  of  the  forced  embrace^ 
Their  virgin  mod  efly  to  this  gwrciplao^^ 


Naked 
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Naked  they  fpring  to  kml  wd  fp^d  away 

To  deepeft  (hades  ui\pieifc-d  by  gl»iagdayj 

Thus  yieldiag  freely  to  thie  amorous  eyes 

What  to  the  amorous  bands  their  €tu  denies^ 

Some  well  aflume  Diana's  virgin  fhame,. 

When  on  her  n^ked  %Qifts  the  tMinter  '  came 

Unwelcome-— —^plunging  in  the  chiyftal  tide. 

In  vain  they  flrive  their  heautemis  Utnbs  to  hide  $ 

The  lucid  leaves,  'twa»  all  they  C0ttld»  beftow^ 

A  milder  luilre  and  a  fbfiter  ^ow. 

As  loft  in  earneft  care,  of  future  nccd^ 

Some  to  the  banks  to  (hatch  their  mdnctles  ipeed^ 

Of  prefent  view  regasdleis .;  every  Wifle 

Was  yet,  and  every  net  of  amorous  guile« 

Whatever  the  terror  of  the  feign'd  alarm, 

Difplay'd,  in  various  force,  was  every  charni* 

Nor  idle  ftood  the.gallant  youth ;  die  wing 

Of  rapture  lifts  them,  to  the  Fair  they  fpring  1 

Some  to  the  copfe  purfue  their  lovely  prey ; 

Some  cloath'd  and  ihod,  impatient  of  dday^ 

Impatient  of  tfie  ftings  of  fierce  defire, 

Plunge  headlong  in  the  tide  to  quench  dieir  fire# 

So  when  the  fowler  to  his  cheek  uprear^ 

The  hollow  fteel,  and  on  the  mallard  bears. 

His  eager  dog,  ere  burfts  the  flafhing  roar. 

Fierce  for  the  prey  fprings  headlong  from  the  fhore, 

^  72/ ^M/ir,«— -'Alteon. 

And 
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And  barking  cuts  the  wave  with  furious  joy : 
So  mid  the  billow  Iprings  each  eager  boy. 
Springs  to  the- nymph  whofc  eyes  frooi  all  the  reft 
By  fingling  him  her  fecret  wifli  confeft* 

A  fon  of  Mars  was  there,  of  generous  race^ 
His  every  elegance  of  manly  grace  $ 
Amorous  and  brave,  the  bloom  of  April  youth 
Glow'd  on  his  cheek,  his  eye  fpoke  (implefl  truth; 
Yet  love,  capricious  to  .th'  accomplifh'd  boy. 
Had  ever  turned  to  gall  each  promised  joy. 
Had  ever  fpurn'd  his  vows  -,  yet  ftill  his  heart 
"Would  hope,  and  aourifla  ftill  the  tender  fmart  i 
The  pureft  delicacy  fann'd  his  fires. 
And  proudeft  honour  nurs'd  his  fond  deiires. 
Not  on  the  firft  that  fair  before  him  glov^r'd,  ^  • 
Not  on  the  firft  the  youth  his  love  beftour'd. 
In  all  her  charms  the  fair  Ephyre  came. 
And  Leonardo*s  heart  was  all  on  iiame« 
AiFedion's  melting  tranfport  o'er  him  flolc. 
And  Love's  ^1  generous  glow  iotranced  his  foul  s 
Of  fclfifti  joy.unconfcious,  cyery  thought 
On  fweet  delirium's  ocean  ftreamed  afloat* 
Pattern  of  beauty  did  Ephyre  ihine, 
tJor  Icfs  £he  wifti'd  theie  beauties  to  refign  : 

More 


••'  • 
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More  than  her  fitters  long'd  her  heart  to  yield. 

Yet  fwifter  fled  flic  o'er  the  Tmiling  field. 

The  youth  now  panting  with  the  hopelefs  chace, 

Gh  turn,  he  cries.  Oh  turn  thy  angel  face  : 

Falfe  to  themfelves  can  charms  like  thefe  conceal 

The  hateful  rigour  of  relentlefs  fteel ; 

And  did  the  ftream  deceive  me  when  I  flood 

Amid  my  peers  reflefted  in  the  flood  ? 

The  eafieft  port  and  faireft  bloom  I  bore 

Falfe  was  the  flream ^while  I  in  vain  deplore. 

My  peers  are  happy ;  lo,  in  every  fliade. 
In  every  bower,  their  love  with  love  repaid  ! 
J,  I  alone  through  brakes,  through  thorns  purfue 
A  cruel  Fair— Ah,  ftill  my  fate  proves  true. 

True  to  its  rigour    ■     who,  fair  nymph,  to  thee 
Reveal'd,  'twas  I  that  fued !  unhappy  me  I 
Born  to  be  fpurn'd  though  honefty  infpirc-         « 
Alas,  I  faint,  my  languid  finews  tire ; 

Oh  ftay  thee powerlefs  to  fuftain  their  weight 

My  knees  fink  down,  I  fink  beneath  my  fate ! 
He  fpoke ;  a  ruftling  urges  thro*  the  trees, 
Inftant  new  vigour  ftrings  his  iadive  knees, 

« 

Wildly  he  glares  around,  and  raging  cries. 
And  muft  another  fnatch  my  lovely  prize ! 
In  favage  grafp  thy  beauteous  limbs  conftrain ! 
I  feel,  I  madden  while  I  feel  the  pain  ! 

Fff  Oh 
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Oh  loft,  thou  fly'ft  the  fafety  of  toy  amis. 

My  hand  fhall  guard  thee,  foftly  feize  thy  charms^ 

No  brutal  rag«  inflames  me,  yet  I  burn ! 

Die  fhall  thy  ravifher-*— Oh  goddefs,  turn^ 


And  fmiling  view  th*  error  of  my  fear ; 

No  brutal  force,  no  ravifher  is  near ; 

A  harmlefs  roebuck  gave  the  ruftling  founds, 

Lo,  from  the  thicket  fwifl  as  thee  he  bounds  f 

Ah,  vain  the  hope  to  tire  thee  ift  the  chtice  I 

I  faint,  yet  heal-,  yet  turn  thy  lovely  face. 

Vain  are  thy  fears ;  were  ev*n  thy  will  to  yield 

The  harveft  of  my  hope,  that  harveft  field 

My  fate  would  guard,  and  wsdls  of  brafe  would  rear 

Between  my  fickte  and  the  golden  ear. 

Yet  fly  me  not  5  fo  may  thy  youthful  prime 

Ne'er  fly  thy  cheek  on  the  grey  wings  of  time* 

Yet  hear,  the  l«ft  my  {)antifig  breath  can  fay. 

Nor  proudeft  kings,  nor  mightieft  hoft«  can  fway 

Fate's  dread  decre^is ;  yet  thou,  O  nymph,  divine,. 

Yet  thou  canft  mot^  yet  thou  caaft  conquer  mine. 

Unmoved  each  other  yielding  nymph  I  fee> 

Joy  to  their  lovers,  for  they  touch  not  thee  I 

•  But  thee Oh,  every  tranfport  of  defire^ 

That  melts  to  mingle  vith  its  kindred  fire^ 
For  thee  refpires  <  ■    alone  I  feel  for  thee 
The  dear  wild  rage  of  longing  4^xtacy  i 


By 
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By  all  the  fiames  of  iympathy  divine 

To  thee  united^  thou  by  right  art  mine. 

From  thee,  from  thee  the  hallowed  traiifport  flows 

That  fevered  rages,  and  for  union  glows ; 

Heaven  owns  the  claim-^Hah,  did  the  lightning  glare  : 

Yes,  I  beheld  my  rival,  though  the  air 

Grew  dim;  even  now  I  heard  him  fofty  tread. 
Oh  rage,  he  waits  thee  on  the  flowery  bed  I 
1  fee,  I  fee  thee  ruftiing  to  his  arms. 

And  finking  on  his  bofom,  alj  tby  charms . 

To  him  refigning  in  an  eager  kifs. 

All  I  implor'd,  the  whelming  tide  of  blifs ! 

And  (hall  I  fee  him  riot  on  thy  charms, 

DiflTolved  io  joy  exulting  in  thine  arms.       ■ 

Oh  burft,  ye  lightnings^  round  my  deftin'd  head. 

Oh  pour  your  flafhes— — madning  *  as  he  faid. 

Amid  the  windings  of  the  bowery  wood 

His  trembling  footfteps  ftilj  the  nymph  purfued. 


Madning  as  he  faid'^  At  the  end 
'of  his  Honier  Mr.  Pope  has  giveo  an  index 
t)f  the  inilances  of  imitative  and  fentimental 
liarmony  contained  in  his  traiifladoii3« .  H^ 
has  alfo  often  in  his  notes  pointed  Out  the 
adoption  of  found  tA  fenfe.  The  Tranflatof 
of  the  Lufiad  hopes  he'  may  for  once  fay, 
that  he  has  not  been  inattentive  to  thi^  great 
effential  of  good  verfification  ;  4iow  he-jias 
fucceeded  the  judicious  only  muft  determine. 
The  fpeech  o\  Leonard  tCHthe  c^fory  reader 
may  perhaps  fometimes  appear  carelefs,  ai)d 
fometimes  torgid  and  fhfT.  Tha^'ipeecb^ 
however,  is  an  attempt  at  the  imitative  and 
ientunental  harmony,  andwith^the  jiodidoiv 


lie  reds  its  fate.  As  the  tranflation  in  this 
inftance  exceeds  the  original  in  length,  th^ 
objedion  of  a  foreign  critic  reauires  atten- 
IfOD-  An  old  pnrfy  Abbe,  (and  Critics  arp 
apt  to  judge  by  themfelves)  may  indeed  be 
.furprized  that  a  man  out  of  breath  with 
running  ihould  be  able  to  talk  lb  long.  fiaC 
had  he  .confulted  the  experience  of  ot^iers, 
he  would  have  ^Mind  it  ivas  no  wonder&l 
n^atter  for  a  ftout  and  young  Cavalier  to  talk 
•twke  as  much,  though  .6itigu?d  with  the 
chace  of  a  couple  of  miles,  provided  the 
iappofition  is  aHowedj  that  he  treads  ^n  the 
laft  fteps  of  his  flying  miftrefs. 


Fff  a 
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Wooed  to  the  flight  fhe  wing'd  her  fpeed  to  htzt 
His  amorous  accents  melting  on  her  ear. 
And  now  flie  turns  the  wild  walk's  ferpent  maze  j 
A  rofeate  bower  its  velvet  couch  difplays  ; 
The  thickeft  niofs  its  fofteft  verdure  fpread. 

Crocus  and  mingling  panfie  fring'd  the  bed. 
The  woodbine  dropt  its  honey  from  above. 
And  various  rofes  crown'd  the  fweet  alcove* 
Here  as  fhe  haftens,  on  the  hopelefs  boy 
She  turns  her  face  all  bathed  in  fmiles  of  joy; 
Then,  finking  down,  her  eyes,  fufficed  with  love 
Glowing  on  his,  one  moment  loft  reprove. 
Here  was  no  rival,  all  he  wifh*d  his  own ; 
Locked  in  her  arms  foft  finks  the  ftripling  down 


Ah,  what  foft  murmurs  panting  thro*  the  bowers 
Sigh'd  to  the  raptures  of  the  paramours  ; 
The  wifliful  figh  and  melting  fmile  confpire. 
Devouring  kififes  fan  the  fiercer  fire ; 
Sweet  violence  with  dreareft  grace  afiTails, 
Soft  o'er  the  purpofed  frown  the  fmile  prevails. 
The  purpofed  frown  betrays  its  own  deceit. 
In  well-pleas'd  laughter  ends  the  rifing  threat ; 
•  The  coy  delay  glides  ofl^  in  yielding  love. 
And  tranfport  murmurs  thro'  the  facred  grove# 
The  joy  of  pleafing  adds  its  facred  zeft. 
And  all  is  love,  embracing  and  embraced. 


The 
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The  golden  mom  beheld  the  fcenes  of  joy ; 
Nor,  fultiy  noon^  mayft  thou  the  bowers  annoy ; 
The  fultry  noon-beam  (hines  the  lover's  aid; 

•  « 

And  fends  him  glowing  to  the  fecret  ihade. 
O'er  every  (hade  and  every  nuptial  bower 

*  • 

The  love*fick  ftrain*  the  virgin  turtles  pour ;  • 
For  nuptial  faith  andJhbly  rites  combined,    '^ 
The  Luiian  heroes  and  the  hymphs  conjoined. 
With  flowery  wreaths,  and  laurel  chaplets,  bound 
With  dudtile  gold,  the  nymphs  the  heroes  crowh'd  : 
By  every  fpoufal  holy  ritual  tyM, 
No  chance  they  vow  fhall  e'er  theit  hands  divide,  * 
In  life,  in  death  attendant  as  their  fame  ; 
Such  was  the  oath  of  oteanV  fovereigii  Dame :       ^ ' 
The  Dame,  (from  HetlVen*  and  holy  Vefta  fprung. 
For  ever  beauteous  and^i^'e^w  ybting,)  -     '  •       ' 
Enraptured  views  the  Chief  whofe  deathlefs  name 
The  wondering  world  aild  cbnqiier'd  ieas  pt'ocldm. 
With  ftately  pomp  ihe' hbWs' the  Hero's  hand,- 
And  gives  her  empire-to  his  dread  command,  ' 
By  fpoufal  ties  confirmed ;  nor  paft  untold 
What  Fate's  unaltered  page  had  will'd  of  old : 
The  world's  vaft  globe  ia  radiant  fphere  ihe  ihew'd. 
The  ihores  immenfe,  and  feas  unknown,  linplow'd ; 
The  feas,  the  fhores,  due  to  the  Laifian  keel 
And  Lufian  fword,  (he  haftens  to  reveal. 
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The  glorious  Leader  by  ^be  Jband  l^e  tati^s^ 
And  dim  below  the  flawery  boweiV)  j^rfidK^^ 
High  on  a  mountains  ftany  top  divinjC,  ,  ;  j    .,     ^^f;  , 
Her  palace  walls  of  Uviqg  chrjftal  il^f  e.  ^ ;  v, 
Of  gold  and  chryftal  blaze  the  loftjr  towers.; 
Here  bathed  in  joy  (bej,paf4.t}^  h^iUfi^Jfp^^^ 
Ingulph'd  in  tides  on  tkip^roi  joy^  th^rd^ 
On  downy  pinions  cglid^s  unknown  awv^^ 
While  thus  the  foyereigns,  io  the  .pftkce  re^gaf . 
Like  tranfpprt  .riots  o*er  thp  JuimJ^kr.  ^fiw!^    ' 
Where  each  in  generous  triumpl^  pf^  h^^  P<t9^ 
His  lovely  bride 'to  cyery.  bride  .prefc|^  / 


Hence,  ye  "  prpfaoo-r-riNP^tb&ibng^^  * ; 

By  mildcft  zepl^yFf  waft^  t)iropgh;tljp  ^^Jftgl^fr  ., 
Unfeen  the  warblers  of  |the,b<Bly.ilf^iijrHr-    y-,:>Aui 
Far  from  thefeiacced  bpwer^»,,iyfi^qd'rptp£^;l.>.- 
Hence  each  t^^^hs^lo^d  j^y^,  ,«j^,vpjgj«-  j?*^,  .;  ; .      ,   ,,     ;  i 

i 

The  nymphs  of  ocfa^».aQd^the^^^|s.9H^ff^ ; 

'  4 

The  ifle  angelic,  every. r^pljured^fc^ijc.       .  -    ,,  . 
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Chafte  and  divine  oi;? ^djth© raj)^^i»^ I)f ecu.  .:  ,  '.,., 
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I:  «  Hence,  yir /^r^ii^iM^'W^  lnvVlUlfa^y  :  l^U^MRblty  lAtifl^  i^-bYlM- ttMKitto  r  %* 

I  obfervedy  that  in  every  other  poet  the  love*        by  t^e  fi^on  of  the  fpoai^  rites,  the  alle- 

1  fcenes  are  gene^llyvMcf|ted  a^IthDtfb^    ;  tftwy  knd  oiiarMto^ry  cf ^tkfe  fMM;««e*Jtfioft. 

guilt  and  remorfe.     The  contraiy  charaOer       Happily  copdoftcd,     ^  tl(e  latrodndiQm 

of  thofeof  Camoensy  not  ittly^gmlhcoi  *     .  '  . 
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The  charms  of  honour  and  its  meed  confcfs, 

Thefe  are  the  raptures,  thefe  the  wedded  blife : 

The  glorious  triumph  and  the  laurel  crown^ 

The  ever  bloffom'd  palms  of  fair  renown. 

By  time  unwither'd  and  untaught  to  cloy ; 

Thefe  are  the  tranfports  of  the  Ifle  of  Joy» 

Such  was  Olympus  and  the  bright  abodes  ; 

Renown  was  heaven,  and  heroes  were  the  gods. 

Thus  ancient  times,  to  virtue  ever  juft. 

To  arts  and  valour  rcar'd  the  worfhipp'd  buft* 

High,  fteep  and  rugged,  painful  to  be  trod. 

With  toils  on  toils  immenfe  is  virtue's  road ; 

But  fmooth  at  laft  the  walks  tmibrageous  fmile. 

Smooth  as  our  lawns,  and  cheerful  as  our  ifle. 

Up  the  rough  road  Alcides,  Hermes,  ftrove. 

All  men  like  you,  Apollo,  Mars,  and  Jove  : 

Like  you  to  blefs  mankind  Minerva  toil'd  ; 

Diana  bound  the  tyrants  of  the  wild ; 

O'er  the  wafte  defert  Bacchus  fpread  the  vine  j 

And  Ceres  taught  the  harveft  field  to  ihine. 

Fame  rear'd  her  trumpet ;  to  the  bleft  abodes 

She  raifed,  and  hail'd  them  gods  and  fprung  of  gods.. 

The  love  of  Fame,  by  heaven's  own  hand  impreft. 
The  firft  and  nobleft  paffion  of  the  brcaft. 
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May  yet  miflead-: — Oh  guard,  ye  hero  train. 
No  harlot  robes  of  honours  falfe  and  vain, 
JNTo  tinfel  yours,  be  yours  all  native  gold, 
Well-earn'd  each  honour,  each  refpeft  you  hold  i 
To  your  loved  King  return  a  guardian  band. 
Return  the  guardians  .of  your  native  land ; 
To  tyrant  power  be  dreadful ;  from  the  jaws  • 
Of  fierce  oppreffion  guard  the  peafant's  caufe, 
if  youthful  fury  pant  for  fhining  arms, 
JSpread  o'er  the  Eaftern  World  the  dread  "  alarnjs  j 
There  bends  the  Saracen  the  hoftile  bow^ 
The  Saracen  thy  faith,  thy  nation's  foe^ 
There  from  his  cruel  gripe  tear  empire's  reins^ 
And  break  his  tyrant  fceptre  o'er  his  chains.. 
On  adamantine  pillars  thus  fhall  ftand 
The  throne,  the  glory  of  your  native  land^ 
And  Lufian  heroes,  an  immortal  line,        n 
jShall  ever  with  us  fhare  our  Ifle  Divineu 


■  Spread  ^er  tht  Eajftrn  World  the  dread 
,i>/i2rM/.-»This  admonition  places  the  whole 
defign  of  the  poem  before  us.  To  extir- 
pate Mohammedifm  and  propagate  Chrifti« 
anity  were  profefTed  as  the  principal  purpoTe 
of  the  difcoveries  of  Prince  Henry  and  King 
'  Emmanuel.  In  the  beginning  of  the  Sevenfh 
Lufiady  the  nations  of  Europe  are  upbraid- 
ed for  permitting  the  Saracens  to  ered  and 
poire(s  an  empire,  whofe  power  alike 
threatened  Europe  and  Chriftianity.  The 
Portuguefe,  however,  the  patriot  poet  con- 
cludes, will  then^felves  overthrow  their  enor- 
mous power :  an  event  which  is  the  pro- 
pofed  fubjedl  of  the  Lufiad,  and  which  is 
reprefenced  as,  in  effeft,  compleated  in  the 
Isift  book.    On  this  fyftem,  adopted  Iby  the 


l>oet,  and  Which  on  every  occaSon  vvas 
avowed  by  their  Kings,  the  Portngudfe 
fiiade  immenfe  conqueils  in  the  £aft« 
Yet,  let  it  be  .rememoered,  to  the  honour 
of  Gama  and  the  -firft  commanders  who 
followed  his  route,  that  the  plots  of  the 
Moors,  and  their  various  breaches  of  treaty, 
gave  rife  to  the  firft  wars  which  the  Porta- 
guefe  waged  in  Alia.  On  finding  that  all 
the  colonies  of  the  Moors  were  combined 
for  their  deftrudtion,  the  Portuguefe  declared 
war  againft  the  eaftnn  Moors  atid  their  allies 
.wherever  they  fiaund  them.  The  coorfe 
of  human  things  however  foon  took  place, 
and  the  fword  of  vi£lory  and  power  (bon  be- 
came the  fword  of  tyranny  and  rapine. 

DISSERTATION 


'(    4"    5 
DISSERTATION  on  the  Fiction  of  the  Island  of  VenusJ 


FROM  the  earlieft  ages,  and  in  th^  moil 
diftant  nations,  palaces,  forefb  and  gar- 
dens,   have  been  the  favooriie  themes  of 
jx)ets.  And  though,  as  in  Homer's  ifland  of 
Khadamanthus,  die  defcription  is  fometimes 
only  curfory;  at  other  times  they  have  la- 
vifhed  all  their  powers,  and  have  vied  with 
each  other  in  adomine  their  edifices  and 
landArapes.    The  garoens  of  Alcinous  in 
the  Odyflcy,  and  the  Elyfium  in  the  Eneid, 
have  excited  the  ambition  of  many  imita- 
ton.     Many  infbmces  of  thefe  occur  in  the 
kter  writers.     Thefe  fubjefts  however,   it 
muil  be  owned,  are  fb  natural  to  the  genius 
of  poetry,  that  it  is  fcarcely  fair  to  attribute 
to  an  imitation  of  the  claffics,  the  innumer^ 
able  defcriptions  of  this  kind,  which  abound 
in  the  old  Romances.    In  thefe,  under  dif- 
ferent allegorical  names,  every  paflion,  every 
virtue  and  vice,  had  its  palace,  its  inchanted 
bower,   or  its   dreary  cave.     Among  the 
Italians,  on  the   revival  of  letters,   rulci, 
Boyardo,  and  others,  borrowed  thefefidions 
from  the  Gothic  Romancers ;  Arioflo  bor- 
rowed from  them,  and  Spenfer  has  copied 
Arioilo  and  TafTo.     In  the  fixth  and  fevcnth 
books  of  the  Orlando  Furiofo,    there  is  a 
£ne  defcription  of  the  ifland  and  palace  of 
Alcina  or  Vice  ;  and  in  the  tenth  book,  but 
inferior  to  the  other  in  poetical  colouring, 
we  have  a  view  of  the  country  of  Logiftilla 
or  Virtue.     The  paiTage,  of  this  kind,  how- 
ever, where  Ariofto  has  difplayed  the  richeft 
poetical  painting,  is  in  the  xxxiv  book,  in 
the  defcription  of  Paradife,  whither  he  fend* 
Aftolpho  the  Englifh  Duke,  to  aflc  the  help 
of  St.  John  to  recover  the  wits  of  Orlando, 
The.  whole  is  mod  admirably  fanciful.     Af- 
tolpho mounts  the  clouds  on  the  winged 
hbrfe,-  fees  Paradife,  and,  accompanied  by 
the  Evangelift,  vifits  the  moon  ;  the  adven- 
tures   in    which  orb   are   almoft    literally 
tranflated  in  Milton's  Limbo.     But  thepaf- 
fage  which  may  be  faid  to  bear  the  neareft 
refemblance  to  the  defcriptive  part  of  the 
ifland  of  Venus,    is  the  landfcape  of  Para- 
dife, of  which  the  ingenious  Mr.  Hoole,  to 
whofe  many  afts  of  friend fhip  I  am  proud 
to  acknowledge  myfclf  indebted,  has  obliged 
me  with  his  tranflation,    though  only  ten 
books  of  his  Arioilo  are  yet  publiflied. 
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0*er  the  glad  earth  the  bllfsful  feafon  pours 
The  vernal  beauties  of  a  thoufand  flowers 
In  vary*d  tints :  there  ihew'd  the  ruby's  hue^ 
The  yellow  topaz,  and  the  fauphire  blue.  - 
The  mead  appears  one  intermingled  blaze 
Where  pearls  and  diamonds  dart  their  trem« 

bling  rays. 
Not  emerald  here  fo  brieht  a  verdure  yields 
As  the  fair  turf  of  thoie  celeftial  fields. 
On  every  tree  the  leaves  unfading  grow. 
The  fruitage  ripens  and.  the  flowrets  blow ! 
The  frolic  birds,  gay-plura'd,  of  various  wing 
Amid  the  bouahs  their  notes  melodious  iing  i 
Still  lakes,  and  murmuxing  ibreams,  with  wa- 
ters clear. 
Charm  the  fix'd  eye,  and  lull  the  liftening  ear. 
A  foftening  geniai  air,  that  ever  feems 
In  even  tenor,  cools  the  folar  beams 
AVrth  fanning  biHreze }  while  from  th*  enameird 

field. 
Whatever  the  fruits,  the  plants,  the  blofTomi 

Of  grateful  fcent,  the  dealing  ^les  dif)>enfe 
The  blended  fweets  to  feed  th*  immortal  fenfe. 

Amid  the  plain  p  palace  dazzling  bright. 
Like  living  flame  emits  a  flreamy  light,     - 
And  wrapt  in  fplendor  of  refulgent  day 
Outfhines  the  ftrength  of  every  mortal  ray. 

Aftolpho  gently  now  dire^s  his  fpeed 
To  where  the  fpacious  pile  enfolds  the  mead 
In  cnrcutt  wide,  and  views  with  eager  eyes 
Each  namelefs  charm  that  happv  foil  fupplies. 
With  this  compared  he  deems  tfie  world  below 
A  dreary  defart  and  a  feat  of  woe  ! 
By  Heaven  and  Nature,  in  their  wrath  beftow^d^ 
In  evil  hour  for  man*s  unbleft  abode. 

Near  and  more  near  the  ftately  .walls  he  drew. 
Id  ftedfall  gaze  tranfported  at  the  view : 
They  feem^d  one  gem  entire,  of  purer  red 
Than  deepening  gleams    tranfparent  rubies 

fhed. 
Stupendous  work'1  by  art  Dsedalian  raisM, 
Tranfcending  all,  by  feeble  mortals  praisM  !  ^ 
No  more  henceforth  let  boafting  tongues  proclaim 
Thofe  wonders  of  the  world,  fo  chionicled  by 

famel 

Camoens  read  and  admired  Arioflo ;  but 
it  by  no  nieans  follows  that  he  borrowed 
the  hint  of  his  ifland  of  Venus  from  that 
poet.  The  luxury  of  flowery  defcription  is 
as  common  in  poetry  as  are  the  tales  of  love. 
The  heroes  of  Ariofto  meet  beautiful  women 
in  the  palace  of  Alcina : 

Before 
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Before  the  threihold  wanton  damfels  wait, 
Or  rport  between  the  pillars  of  the  gate  •. 
Bat  beauty  more  had  brightened  in  thetr  face 
Had  nioiiefty  attemperM  every  grace  \ 
In  vedures  green  each  damfel  fwept  the  groundy 
Their  temples  fair  with  leafy  garlands  crownM. 
Thefe,  with  a  couiieous  welcome,  led  the  knigTit 
To  this  fwcet  Paradife  of  foft  delight.  .... 
EndmourM  youths  and  tender  damlels  feem 
To  chant  their  loves  befide  a  purling  ftream. 
Some  by  a  branching  tree  or  moumam^s  (hade 
In  fports  and  dances  prefs  the  downy  glade. 
While  one  difclofes  to  his  fiiend,  apart, 
The  ftfciet  tranfports  of  his  anrarous  heart. 

B.  VI. 

But  thefe  defcriptlons  alfo,  whkk  bring  the 
heroes  of  knight  errantry  into  the  way  of 
beaatiful  wantons,  are  as  common  in-  the 
c$ld  romances  as  the  afe  of  the  alphabet ; 
and  indeed  the  greateft  part  of  thefe  love 
adventures  are  evidently  borrowed  from  the 
fable  of  Circe.  Aftolpho,  who  was  tranf- 
formed  into  a  myrtle  by  Alciua,  thus  in^ 
forms  Rogero ; 

Her  former  lovers  (he  efteem'd  no  more^ 
For  many  lovers  (he  poflefs'd  before  j 
I  was  her  joy  ■ 

Too  late,  «la9,  I  found  her  wavering  mind 
In  love  inconftant  as  the  changing  wind  1 
Scarce  had  I  held  two  months  the  Fairy *s  grace. 
When  a  new  youth  was  taken  to  my  place  s 
Rejeded  then  I  join'd  the  bani(h'd  herd 
That  lofl  her  love,  as  othe»  were  prefervM.  •  . 
Some  here,  fome  there,  her  potent  charms  retain. 
In  diverfe  forms  tmpri/bn\i  to  remain  $ 
In  beeches,  olives,  palms,  or  cedars  clos\l, 
Or  fuch  as  me  you  here  behold  exposM ; 
In  fountains  fome,  and  fome  in  bea((s  confin'dy 
As  fuits  the  waywai-d  Fairy^s  cruel  mind. 

Uoole,  Ar.  B.  VI. 

When  incidents,  charader  and  condudl 
confefs  the  refembiance,  we  may  with  cer- 
tainty pronounce  from  whence  the  copy  if 
takeii.  Where  only  a  fimilar  ftroke  of  paf- 
£on  or  defcription  occurs,  it  belongs  alone 
to  the  arrogance  of  dulnefs,  to  tell  us  on 
what  paffage  the  poet  had  his  eye.  Every 
great  poet  has  been  perfecuted  in  this  man- 
mer ;  Milton  in  particular.  His  commen- 
tators have  not  left  him  a  flower  of  his  own 
growth.  Yet  like  the  creed  of  the  Athieft, 
their  fyftem  is  involved  in  the  dccpcft  ab- 
furdity.  ft  is  eafy  to  fuppofe,  that  men  of 
poetical  feelings,  in  defcribing  the  fame  thing, 
Ihould  give  us  the  (ame  picture.  But  that 
the  Paradile  Lofl,  which  forms  one  animated 
whole  of  the  noblell  poetry,  is  a  mere  cento. 


compiled  from  innumerable  authors,  ancient 
and .  mbdem,  is  a  fappoiition  which  giver 
Milton  a  call  of  talents  infinitely  more  ex-' 
traordinary  and  inexplicable,  than  the  great- 
eft  poetical  genius.     When  Gafptr  fouffim 
painted  clouds  and  trees  in  his  landfcapev 
he  did  not  borrow  the  green  and  the  blue 
of  the  leaf  and  the  iky  from  CUud  Lorain, 
Neither  did  Camoens,  when  he  painted  his 
ifland  of  Venus,  fpend  the  half  of  his  life 
in  colieding  bis  colours  from  all  his  pre- 
deccflbrs,  who  had  defcribed  the  beauties  of 
the  vernal  year  or  the  ftages  of  pa(uon.     Ca- 
moens knew  how  others  had  painted  the- 
flowery  bowers  of  love;  thefe  formed  his. 
tafte  and  cprre£led  his  judgment.     He  yiew* 
ed  the  beauties  of  nature  wltli  poetical  eyes«. 
from  thence  he  drew  his  landfcapes ;  he  had 
felt  all  the  allurements  of  love,  and  from, 
thence  he  defcribes  the  agitations  of  that^ 
paflion. 

Nor  is  the  deicription  of  fairy  bowers  and 
palaces,  though  moft  favourite  topics,  pe- 
culiar to  the  romances  of  chJvalry.  Ihe 
poetry  of  the  Orientals  alio  abounds  witK 
them,  yet  with  ibme  chara£lerlftical  dif- 
ferences. Like  the  conftitutions  and  dreis 
of  the  Ailatics,  the  landfcapes  of  the  eaftem 
Mufe  are  warm  and  feeble,  brilliant  and 
flight,  and,  like  the  manners  of  the  peo- 
ple, wear  an  eternal  famenefs.  The  weftcrrn 
Mufe,  on  the  contrary,  is  nervous  as  her 
heroes,  fometimes  flowery  as  her  Italian  or 
Englifk  fields,  fometimes  majeflically  great 
as  her  Runic  ioit^  of  oak  and  pine.;  and 
always  various  as  the  character  of  her  in- 
habitants. Yet  with  all  thefe  differences  of 
feature,  feveral  Oriental  fiftions  greatly  re- . 
femble  the  ifland  of  Circe  and  the  flowery 
dominions  of  Alcina.  In  particular,  the  ad- 
ventures of  Prince  Agib^  or  the  third  Ca« 
lander,  in  the  Arabian  Tales^  aflbrd  a 
ftriking  likenefs  of  painting  and  cataflrophe. 

If  Ariofto  however  (eem  to  refemble  any 
eaftem  fidion,  the  Ifland  of  Venus  in  Ca- 
moens bears  a  more  ftriking  refembiance  to 
a  paflage  in  Chaucer.  The  following  beaa- 
tiful piece  of  poetical  painting  occurs  in  the 
Aflembly  of  the  Fowles  : 

The  bildir  Oak,  and  eke  the  hardie  Aflie, 
The  pilllr  Elme,  the  coffir  unto  caraine. 
The  Boxe  pipetre,  the  Kolnie  to  whip)>is  lasflie. 
The  failing  Firre,  the  Cypres  deth  to  plaine. 
The  fhortir  Ewe,  the  Afpe  for  (ha fits  plaine. 
The  Olive  of  pece,  and  eke  the  dronkin  Vine^ 
The  viftor  Paraie,  the  Lautir  to  Divine. 

Agardttn 
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^  gudein  firare  I  full  of  bloibroed 

.Uuon  a  Riv^r^  in  a  gitn^  Mede 

.Tnere  as  fwetenefs  evirmore  inoiigh  is. 

With  flouris  white,   and  blewe^  yelowe,  and 

rede, 
And  colde  and  dere  Welleftremit,  noticing  dede. 
That  fwonsmin  full  of  fmale  iifliis  light^ 
With  finnis  rede,  and  fealis  fiiver  bright. 

On  every  boueh  the  birdia  lierd  I  fyng 
With  voice  of  angellj  in  thcr  harmonie 
That  bufied  ^hemi  th^r  birdis  forthe  to  btyng^ 
And  little  pretie  conies,  to  ther  plale  gan  hie  }• 
And  furthrr  all  about  t  gan'  efpie 
The  dredful  roe,  the  buck,-  the  hart  and  hind, 
Squirilt,  and  beftia  final  4>r  gtnile  kind. 

Of  inftrumentes  of  ftringis,  in  accorde 
Herd  I  fo  plaic  a  ravifhyng  fwetneflfe, 
That  God,  that  makir  is  of  all  and  Lorde, 
Ne  herd  nevir  a  better,  as  I  ^eiTe, 
There  with  a  winde,  unneth  it  might  be  lefle. 
Made  in  the  levis  erene  a  noiiefoft 
Accordant  to  the  toulis  fong  on  loft. 

The  aire  of  the  place  fo  attempre  was. 

That  ner  was' there  grevaunce  of  hot  necold— 
•    •#•••#••••#• 

Under  a  tre  beiide  a  well  I  (eye  • 
Cupid  our  lorde  his  arrowes  forge  and  iilef 
And  at  his  iete  his  bowe  all  redie  lave. 
And  well  his  doughtir  temprid  all  the  while 
The  heddis  in  the  well,  and  with  her  wile 
j8he  couchid  *hem  aftir  as  tfaei  fliould  fervc, 
Some  for  to  flea,  and  fome  to  wound  and  carve. 


And  upon  pillirs  grett  of  Jafpir  long 
I  faw  a  temple  of  Braffe  ifoundid  ftrong* 

And  abotit  the  temple  dauncid  alwaie 
Women  inow,  of  which  fome  there  ywere 
Faire  of  'liemfelf,  and  fome  of  *hem  were  gaie, 
In  kin  ill  all  dcihevcled  went  thei  there, 
That  was  ther  office  <r  from  yere  to  yere. 
And  on  the  temple  fawe  I  white  ana  faire 
Of  dovis  (ittyng  many  a  thoulknde  paire. 

Here  we  have  Cupid  forging  his  arrows, 
the  woodland,  the  flreama,  the  mufic  of  in- 
ilruments  and  birds,  the  frolicks  of  deer 
and  other  animals  ;  and  nvomen  ino-w.  In 
a  word,  the  I  Hand  of  Venus  is  here  fkecched 
out,  yet  Chaucer  was  never  tranilated  into 
Latin  or  any  language  of  the  Continent, 
nor  did  Catnoens  underlbind  a  line  of  Eng- 
lifh.  I'he  fubjcfl  was  common,  and  the 
fume  poetical  feelings  in  Chaucer  and  Ca- 
moens,  pointed  out  to  each  what  were  the 
beauties  of  landfcapes  an4  of  bowers  de- 
voted to  pleafure. 


Yet,  though  the  &€doa  of  bowers,  of 
iflands,  and  palaces,  was  no  novelty  ia 
poetry,  much  however  remains  to  be  attri- 
buted to  the  poetical  powers  and  invention 
of  Camoens.  The  ifland  of  Venus  con- 
tains, of  all  others,  by  much  the  compleateft 
gradation,  and  fulleft  aflemblage  of  that 
ipecies  of  luxuriant  painting.  Nothing  in 
the  c^der  writers  is  eaual  to  it  in  fullnefs. 
Nor  can  the  ifland  or  Armida  in  Taflb  be 
compared  to  it,  in  poetical  embroidery  or 
paffionate  expreflion  ;  though  Taflfo  as  un- 
doubtedly built  upon  the  model  of  Camoens, 
as  Spenfer  appropriated  the  imagery  of 
Taflb,  when  he  defcribed  the  bower  of 
Acraiia,  part  of  which  he  has  literally  tran£f 
lated  from  the  Italian  poet.  The  b^utiful 
iidions  of  Armida  and  Acrafla  however  are 
much  too  long  to  be  here  inferted,  and  they 
are  well  known  to  every  reader  of  tafle. 

But  the  chief  praife  of  our  Poet  is  yet 
nnmentioned.  The  introduction  of  fo  beau- 
tiful a  fiction,  as  an  eflential  part  of  the 
conduct  and  machinery  of  an  Epic  Poem,  dots 
the  greateft  honour  to  the  invention  of  Ca- 
moens. The  machinery  of  the  former  part 
of  the  poem  not  only  acouires  dignity  but 
is  compleated  by  it.  And  the  condudt  of 
Homer  and  Virgil,  has  in  this  not  only  re- 
ceived a  fine  imitation,  but  a  mafterly  con  - 
traft.  In  the  fineft  allegory  the  heroes  of 
the  Lufiad  receive  their  reward;  and  by 
m'eans  of  this  allegory  our  Poet  gives  a  noble 
imitation  of  the  noblefl  part  of  the  Eneid. 
In  the  tenth  Lufiad,  Gama  and  hb  heroes 
hear  the  nymphs  in  the  divine  palace  of 
Thetis  fing  the  triumphs  of  their  country- 
men in  the  conouefl  ox  India  :  after  this  the 
Goddefs  fliews  Gama  a  view  of  the  Eaftem 
World,  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to 
the  furthefl  iflands  of  Japan.  She  poeucally 
defcribes  every  region  and  the  principal 
iflands,  and  concludes,  jf/l  theft  are  gi*ven 
to  the  Weftern  World  by  You.  It  is  impof- 
fible  any  poem  can  be  fummed  up  with 
greater  fublimity.  The  Fall  of  Troy  is 
nothing  to  this. '  Nor  is  this  all :  the  moil 
maflerly  fiCtion,  fineft  compliment,  and  ul- 
timate purpo{e  of  the  Eneid,  is  not  only 
nobly  imitated,  but  the  condudt  of  Ho- 
mer, in  concluding  the  Iliad,  as  already 
obfefved,  is  paralleled,  without  one  cir- 
cumflance  being  borrowed.  Poetical  condud 
cannot  poflibly  bear  a  flronger  refemblance, 
than  the  reward  of  the  heroes  of  the  Lufiad, 
th^  prophetic  fong,   and  the  vifion  fliewn 
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to  Gama,  bear  to  the  games  at  the  funeiil  of 
Patroclus  and  the  redemption  of  the  body  of 
He&or,  coniidered  a3  the  completaoo  of  the 
anger  of  Achilles,  the  fubje^  of  the  Iliad. 
Nor  is  it  a  greater  honour  to  refemble  a 
Homer  and  a  Virgil*  than  it  is  to  be  re* 
fembled  by  a  Milton.  Milton  oertainlv 
heard  of  Fanfhaw's  tranflation  of  the  Lufiad. 
though  he  might  never  have  feen  the  angi- 
nal, for  it  was.publifhed  fourteen  years  be- 
fore he  gave  his  Paradife  Loft  to  the  world. 
But  whatever  he  knew  of  it,  had  the  laft 
book  of  the  Lufiad  been  two  thoufand  years 
known  to  the  learned^  every  one  would  have 
owned  that  the  two  laft  books  of  the  Paradife 
Loft  were  evidently  formed  upon  it.    But 


whether  Nfilttm  bmowed  aiiy  hint  from  Ca- 
moens,  is  of  little  confequence.  That  che 
genius  of  the'  great  Milton  faggefted  the 
conclufion  of  his  immortal  Fotm  in  the 
manner  and  machinery  of  the  Lufiad,  is 
enough.  It  is  enough  that  the  part  of 
Michfiel  and  Adam  in  the  two  laft  books  of 
the  Paradife  Loft,  are  in  point  of  conduft 
exadly  the  fame  with  the  part  of  Thetis 
and  Gama  in  the  concKifion  of  the  Lufiad» 
Yet  this  difference  muft  be  obferved;  in 
the  narrative  of  his  laft  book,  Milton  has 
flagged,  as  Addifon  calls  it,  and  fallen  in* 
finitely  ihort  of  the  untired  Spirit  of  thft 
Portnguefe  Poet. 


END    OF    THE    Ninth    BOOK. 
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FA  R  o'er  the  weftern  ocean's  diftant  bed 
Apollo  now  his  fiery  courfers  fped. 

Far  o*er  the  filver  lake  of  Mexic  *  roll'd 

»  •  •  • 

«  *  - 

His  rapid  chariot  wheels  of  burning  gold : 


■  Far  o*er  ihi  fihvtr  lake  tf  Mtxic* 
The  dty  of  Mexico  is  environed  with  sn 
exteniive  lake ;  or,  according  to  Cortez*  in 
his  fecond  narration  to  Charles  V.  with 
two  lakes,  one  of  freih,  the  other  of  fait 
water,  in  circuit  about  fift]^  leagues.  This 
fituation,  faid  the  Mexicans,  was  appointed 
by  their  God  VitzJliputx^Ji^  who,  according 
to  the  explanation  of  their  pi£huv-hiftories, 
led  their  fore-fathers  a  journey  of  feurfcore 
years,  in  fearch  of  the  promifed  land ;  the 
apifli  Devil,  fay  fome  Spanifh  writers,  in' 
this  imitating  the  joumies  of  the  Ifraelites. 
Four  of  the  principal  priefts  carried  the. 
Idol  in  a  cofier  of  reeds.  Whenever  they 
hatted  Aey  built  a  tabernacle  for  their  God 


in  the  ihidft  of  their  camp,  where  they 
placed  the  coiler  and  the  altar.  They  then 
lowed  the  land,  and  their  ftay  or  departure, 
without  regard  to  the  harveft,  was  diredled 
by  the  orders  received  from  their  idol,  till 
ac  lafl  by  his  command  they  fixed  their 
abode  on  the  fite  of  Mexico.  The  origin 
of  the  Mexicans  is  reprefented  by  men 
coming  out  of  caves,  and  their  different 
joumies  and  encampments  are  pourtrayed  in 
their  pi£lure-hiftories ;  on»  of  which  was 
fent  lo  Charles<Vi  and  is  faid  to  be  ftill 
extant  in  the  Efcurial.  According  to  the 
.  reigns  of  their  kings,  their  firft  emigration 
was  about  A.  D.  720.  Vide  Boterus,  Gomara, 
Acolla,  and  other  Spanilh  writers. 

The 
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The  eaftern  £ky  was  left  to  dufky  grey. 

And  o'er  the  laft  hot  breath  of  parting  day. 

Cool  o*er  the  fultry  noon's  remaining  flame. 

On  gentle  gales  the  grateful  twilight  came« 

Dimpling  the  lucid  pools  the  fragrant  breeze 

Sighs  &ct  the  lawns  and  wh^ipers  thre'.  the  trets  1 

Refrefli'd  the  lilly  rfears  theHlver  head;  '^  - 

And  opening  jefmines  o'er  the  arbours  fpread. 

Fair  o'er  the  wave  that  gleam'd  like  diftant  fnoWj 

Graceful  arofetfae moon;  fferenely^wry^  ....^.  .. 

Not  yet  full  orb'd,  in  clouded  fplendor  dreft. 

Her  married  arms  embrace  her  pregnant  breaft* 

Sweet  to  his  mate,  ^-ecumbent  o'er  Jiis  youne, 

I'he  nightingale  his  fpoufal  anthem  fung  5 

From  every  bower  the  holy  chorus  rofe. 

From  every  bower  the  rival  anthem  flows. 

Tranflucent  twinkling  through  the  upland  grove 

In  all  her  luftre  fhincs  the  flar  of  love ; 
Led  by  the  facred  ray  from  every  bower, 
A  joyful  train,  the  wedded  lovers -pour  : 
Each  with  the  youth  above  the  reft  approved. 
Each  with  the  nymph  above  the  reft  beloved,        * 
They  feek  the  palace  of  the  fovereign  dame ; 
High  on  a  mountain  glowM  the  wondrous  frame : 
Of  gold  the  towers,  of  gold  the  pillars  ihone. 

The  walls  were  chryftal  ftarr'd  with  precious  ftone. 

AmM* 
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Amid  the  hall  arofci  the  fefthrc  board    ' 

With  nature's  choiceft  gifts  promifcuous  ftor'd : 

So  wiird  the  Goddefs  to  renew  the  fmile 

Of  vital  ftrength,  long  worn  by  days  of  toil. 

On  chryflal  chairs  that  fhtned  as  lambent  flame 

Each  gallant  youth  attends  his  lovely  dame; 

Beneath  a  purple  canopy  of  ftate  '  '    \ 

The  beauteous  goddefs  and  the  lead^  fate  : 

The  banquet  glows— Not  fuch  the  feaft».  when  all 

The  pride  of  luxury. in  Egypt's  hall. 

Before  the  love^fick  ^  Roman  fpread.the  boail 

Of  every  teeming  fea  and  fertile  coaft«^ 

Sacred  to  nobleft  wor^  and  ViRtUe's  c5ar> 

Divine  as  genial  was  the  banquet  here; 

The  wine,  the  fong,  by  fweet  returns  infpire. 

Now  wake  the  lover's,  now  the  hero's  fire* 

On  gold  and  iilver  from  th*  Atlantic  main,  . 

The  fumptuous  tribute  of  the  fea's  wide  reign^ 

Of  various  favour  was  the  banquet  piled ; 

»  •  .  , 

Amid  the  fruitage  mingling  rofes  finiled. 
In  cups  of  gold  that  (hed  a  yellow  lights 
In  filver  fhining  as  the  moon  of  night. 
Amid  the  banquet  flow'd  the  fparkling  wine. 
Nor  gave  Falernia's  fields  the  parent  vine : 
Falernia's  vintage  nor  the  fabled  power 
Of  Jove's  ambrofia  in  th'  Olympian  bower 

^  Befart  tbt  hve-Jtck  Romaa.^'^'n^'Mvk  Anthony. 

To 
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To  this  compare  not ;  wild  nor  frantic  fbes^ 

Divined  tranfport  this  alone  infpires« 

The  beverage  foaming  o*er  the  goblet'^  bread 

The  chryftal  fountain's  cooling  aid  *  confeft  5 

The  while,  as  circling  flowed  the  cheerful  bowl^ 

Sapient  difcourfe,  the  banquet  of  the  foul. 

Of  richeft  argument  and  brighteft  glow, 

Array'd  in  dimpling  fmiles,  in  caficft  flow 

Pour'd  all  its  graces  :  nor  in  iilence  Hood 

The  powers  of  mufic,  fuch  as  erft  fubdued 

The  horrid  frown  of  Heir&  profound  •*  domains. 

And  footh'd  the  tortur'd  j[h6fts  lb  dumber  on  their  chains. 

To  mufic's  fweeteft  che*ds  ii^'lcrftifeft  vein. 

An  angel  Syren  joins  the  vocal  drain ; 

The  filver  roofs  jefound  the  living  fong„ 

The  harp  and  organ's  lofty  mood  prolong 

The  hallowed  warblings ; '  Hftcnihg  Silence  rides 

The  fky,  and  o'er  the  bridled  winds  prclkies; 
/  •  •   • 

* 

*  The  heverage the  fountaWs  cooling  before  the  Paradife  Loft.     Thcfc  lines  of 

«V  confeft. It  was  a  caftom  of  the  art-  Milton, 

cients  in  warm  climates  to  mix  the  cooled  .  «        • 

fpring  water  with  their  wine,  immediately  ^^'f^^^^*'^  *'  ^«^*  Mrhen  IJiifiis  immom!  fvng  | 

vLr^*I  ^..:»L.:..»  .  •»/%#.    ...-.  ^•,.  r.,«-.^r^    *  Their  lone  was  partial,  but  the  harmonv 

before  drinking ;  not,  we  may  fuppofe.  to  Sufpendei  Hcli,  aadtik  with  ravi(hment 

render  it  Icfs  intoxicating,  but  on  account  tKc  thronging  audience 

of  the  coolmg  flavour  it  thereby  received. 

Homer  tells  us  that  the  wine  which  Uly£es  bear  a.  resemblance  to  theie  of  Fanftianr, 

gave  to  Polypheme  would  bear  twenty  mea-  «•  ^    ,  .  « 

furcs  of  water.     Modern  luxury  has  fabfti-  Mnfical  ,aftrumcnts  not  wanting,  fuch 

».i*aJ  T«..x>^..tf.J  ;/«-    :«  ^1^^^  Ir  *u-  As  to  the  diimned  fpirits  once  gave  ealc 

tuted  preferved  ice.  in  place  of  the  more       ,    ^^^  j,,.^  ^,„,,,  ^j  ^^  -^^^J^^^  „,„  _ 

ancient  mixture. 

*^  Muficy  fuch  at  erft  fubdued  the  horrid       To  flumher  amid  their  punifhmerit,    thoagli 
/rtfwff  if  HelU  &c.— Alluding  to  the  feble        omiktcii  by  Fanfliaw,  is  liteial, 
of  Orpheus.    Fanfhaw's  tranflation,  as  al- 
ready obferved,  was  publifl^ed  foorcec;n  ycai:s  Fizcrao  defcan^ar  da  ctcma  pena— — 

In 


Book  X« 


T    H   E        L   U    S    I    A    D. 


419 


In  fofteft  murmurs  flows  the  glafly  deep. 

And  each,  lull'd  in  his  fhade,  the  beflials  fleep« 

The  lofty  fong  afcends  the  thrilling  ikies. 

The  fong  of  godlike  heroes  yet  to  rife ; 

Jove  gave  the  dream,  whofe  glow  the  Syren  fired. 

And  prefent  Jove  the  prophecy  infpired. 

Not  he,  the  bard  of  love-fick  Dido's  board. 

Nor  he  the  minftrel  of  Phaeacia's  lord. 

Though  fam'd  in  fpng,  could  touch  the  warbling  firing. 

Or  with  a  voice  fo  fweet,  melodious  fing. 

And  thou,  my  Mufe,  O  faireft  of  the  train. 

Calliope,  infpire  my  clofing  flrain- 

No  more  the  fummer  of  my  lifp  *  remains. 

My  autumn's  lengthening  evenings  chill  my  veins  ; 

Down  the  bleak  ftream  of  years  by; woes  oh  woies 

Wing*d  on,  I  haflon  to  the  tomb's  repofe. 

The  port  whofe  de^  dark  bottoni  fhall  detain 

My  anchor  never  to  be  wcigh'd  again. 

Never  on  mother  fea  of  life  to  fteer 

The  human  courfe Yet  thou,  O  goddefs,  hear. 


«  No  more  the  fummer  of  mv  life  remains 
— 'It  is  not  certain  when  Camoens  wrote 
thu.  It  feems  however  not  long  to  precede 
the  publication  of  his  poem,  at  which  time 
he  was  in  his  fifty-fifth  year.  This  apof- 
trophe  to  Kis  Mufe  may  perhaps  by  Ibme  be 
blamed  as  another  digreffion;  but  fo  little 
does  it  require  defence,  that  one  need  not 
hefitate  to  affirm,  (hjit  had  Homer,  who 


often  talks  to  his  Mufe,  introduced,  on  thefe 
favourable  opportunities,  any  little  picture 
or  hiftory  of  himfelf,  thefe  digreffions  would 
have  been  the  mod  interefting  parts  of  his 
works.  Had  §ny  fuch  little  hiflory  of 
Homer  complained  like  this  of  Camoens, 
it  would  have  been  bedewed  with  the  tear» 
of  ages. 
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Yet  let  me  live,  though  round  tt^y  filvef'd  head' 
Misfortune's  bittereft  rage  unpitying  fliekl 
Her  coldeft  ftorms  ;  yet  let  me  live  to  crovm- 
The  fong  that  boafts  my  nation's  proud  renown* 

Of  godlike  heroes  fung  the  nymph  divine,; 
Heroes  whofe  deeds  on  Gama's  creft  fhall  ftiine  j 
Who  through  the  feas  by  Gama  firft  explored 
Shall  be^r  the  Lufian  ftandard  and  the  Avordy: 

■ 

Till  every  coaft  where  roars  the  orient  main,^ 
Bleft  in  its  fway,  fhall  own  the  Luiian  reign  ^ 
Till  every  Pagan  king  his  neck  fhall  yield. 
Or  vanquifh'd  gnaw  th^  dufl  on  battte  ficld;^ 

High  Priefl  of  Mailafear,  the  goddefs  fung,.    • 

Thy  faith  repent  not,  nor  lament  thy  '  wrong  5 
Though  for  thy  faith  to  Lufus'  generous  racft 
The  raging  Zamoreem  thy  fields  deface  :  • 

From  Tagus,  lo,  the  great  Pacheco  fails^ 
To  India  wafted  on  aufpicioild  gales. 
Soon  as  his  crooked  prow  the  tide  fhall  prefs^ 

« 

A  new  Achilles  fhall  the  tide  confefsj 


^  Tfy  faith  tfpent  not,  'nwr  lament  tfy  armies  to  dcitlirone  hiau    His  fidelitjrto  the 

voroftg. P.  Alvarez  Cabral,  the  fecond  Portuguefe  was  unalterable,  thoagh  his  af- 

Portuguefe  commander  who  failed  to  India,  fairs  were  brought  to  the  loweft  ebb.    For 

entered  into  a  treaty  of  alliance  with  Tii-  an  account  of  this  war,  and  ^he  almoft  incre- 

mumpara  king  of  Cochin  and  hi^h  prieft  of  dible  atchievements  of  PachecOi    fee  the 

Malaoar*    The  Zamorim  raiira  powerful  hi&ory  in  the  preface. 

His 
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His  {hip's  ftrong  fides  (hall  gcoan  beneath  his  *  weight. 

And  deeper  waves  receive  the  facred  freight* 

Soon  as  on  India's  ftrand  he  fhakes  his  fpear. 

The  burning  Eaft  fhall  tremble,  chill'd  with  fear; 

Reeking  with  noble  blood  Cambalao's  ilream 

Shall  blaze  impurpled  to  the  evening  beam ; 

Urged  on  by  raging  fhame  the  Monarch  brings. 

Banded  with  all  their  powers,  his  vaflal  kings : 

Narfinga's  rocks  their  cruel  thoufands  pour, 

Bipur's  flern  king  attends,  and  thine,  Tanore  : 

To  guard  proud  Calicut's  imperial  pride 

All  the  wide  North  fweeps  down  its  peopled  tide : 
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«  His  Jhip^ s  ftrong  fidti  Jhall  ^oan  heneath 
iheir  'wtight^  And  Seeptr  oua^vet  receive  the 
/acred freight.     ■    Tkos  Virgil^ 


firnid  actipit  alveo 


Ingentem  ^neam.  Gemuit  firb  ponclere  cyniba 
"SutiltSy  &  multam  §ccepit  rhnora  paludem. 

That  the  vifionaiy  boat  of  Charon  groaned 
under  the  weight  t>f  Eneas  is  a  £n^  poetiqal 
llroke ;  bat  that  the  crazy  rents  let  in  the 
-water  is  certainly  lowering  the  image.  The 
thought  however,  as  managed  in  (Jamoens, 
is  much  grander  than  in  Virgil,  and  affords 
a  happy  inftance,  where  the  hyperbole  as 
truly  poetical. 

Poetical  allufions  to,  or  abridgements  of 
hiftorical  events,  are  either  extremely  in- 
sipid and  obfcure,  or  particularly  pleafing  to 
the  reader.  To  be  pleaiing,  a  previous  ac- 
auaintance  with  the  hiflory  is  neceflary,  and 
tor  this  reafon  the  poems  of  Homer  and 
Virgil  were  peculiarly  relifhed  by  their 
countrymen.  When  a  known  circumilance 
is  placed  in  an  animated  poetical  view,  and 
cloathed  with  the  graces  of  poetical  Ian- 

fiage,  a  fenfible  mmd  muft  feel  the  effedl. 
at  when  the  circumflance  is  unknown,  no% 
thing  but  the  moft  lively  imagery  and  finoft 
colouring  can  preveot  it  from  bting  tirefome. 


The  Lu£ad  aflbrds  many  |nftances  which 
muH  be  highly  pleaiing  to  the  Portu^efe^ 
4)ut  dry  to  thofe  who  are  ilnacquainteJ  with 
their  hiftory.  Nor  need  one  heiitate  to 
aflert,  that  wexe  we  not  ac^oainted  with  the 
Roman  hiftory  from  our  childhood,  a  great 
part  of  the  Eneid  would  appear  to  us  ii\. 
tollerably  unintereiling.  Seniible  of  this 
difadvantage  which  every  version  of  hillort- 
cal  poetry  moft  fufier,  the  Tranflator  has 
not  only  in  the  notes  added  every  incident 
which  might  elucidate  the  fubjed,  but  has 
alfo,  all  along,  in  the  epifode  in  the  third 
and  fourth  books,  in  the  defcription  of  the 
painted  enfigns  in  the  eighth,  and  iii  the  al- 
lufions in  the  prefent  book,  endeavoured  to 
throw  every  hiftorical  incident  into  that  uni- 
verfal  language,  the  pidturefque  of  poetry. 
The  circumftances  uiuufceptible  of  imagery 
are  haflened  over,  and  thofe  which  can  beft 
receive  it,  prefented  to  the  view.  When 
Hector  ilorms  the  Grecian  camp,  when 
Achilles  marches  to  battle,  every  reader  under- 
ftands  and  is  affe^ed  with  the  bold  painting. 
But  when  Neflor  talks  of  his  exploits  at  the 
funereal  games  of  Amarynces^  (Iliad,  xxiii.) 
the  critics  themfelves  cannot  comprehend 
,him,  and  have  vied  with  each  other  in  in- 
venting explanations. 


Hhh  z 


Join'd 
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Join'd  are  the  fedls.  that  never  touched  before. 
By  land  the  Pagan,  and  by  fea  the  Moor. 
O'er  land,  o'er  fea  the  great  Pacheco  ftrews 
The  proftrate  fpearmen,  and  the  founder'd  *  proas* 
Submis  and  filent,  paliied  with  amaze 
Proud  Malabar  th'  unnumbered  flain  furveys  r 
Yet  burns  the  Monarch  ;  to  his  fhrine  he  fpeeds ; 
Dire  howl  the  priefts,  the  groaning  vidlim  bleeds ; 
The  ground  they  ftamp,  and  from  the  dark  abodes 
With  tears  and  vows  they  call  th^  infernal  god^. 
Enrag'd  with  dog-like  madnefs  to  behold 
His  temples  and  his  towns  in  flames  enrolled. 
Secure  of  promifed  vi<5tory>  agaia 
He  fires  the  war,  the  lawns  are  heapt  with  flain. 
With  flern  reproach  he  brands  his  routed  Nayres, 
And  for  the  dreadful  field  Himfclf  prepares ; 
His  hamefs'd  thoufands  to  the  fight  he  leads. 
And  rides  exulting  where  the  combat  bleeds  i 
Amid  his  pomp  his  robes  are  fprinkled  o'er. 
And  his  proud  face  dafli'd  with  his  *  menials'  gore : 
From  his  high  couch  he  leaps,  and  fpeeds  to  flight 
On  foot  inglorious,  in  his  army's  fight. 
Hell  then  he  calls,  and  all  the  powers  of  hell,. 
The  fecrct  poifon,  and  the  chanted  fpell; 

*  Proai^^T  pantos,  Indian  veiFcIs  which  *  —  ifti  rcies  art  fprinkled  ©V, 

lie  low  on  the  water,  are  worked  with  oa«.        And  bis  proud  face  daJhU  witb  bis  menials^ 
and  carry  i  oo  men  and  upwards  apiece.  ^0rr.<«~Sce  the  hiflory  m  the  preface. 

Vain 
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Vain  as  the  fpell  the  poifon's  rage  is  fhed. 
For  Heaven  defends  the  hero's  facrcd  head. 
Still  fiercer  from  each  wound  the  Tyrant  burns. 
Still  to  the  field  with  heavier  force  returns ; 
The  feventh  xlread  war  he  kindles*;  high  in  air 
The  hills  difti'onour^d  lift  their  flioulders  bare ; 
Their  woods  roll'd  down  now  ftrew  the  river's  fide,. 
Now  rife  in  mountain  turrets* o'er  the  tide ;; 
Mountains  of  fire  and  fpires  of  bickering  flame; 
While  either  bank  refounds  the  proud  acclaim^ 
Come  floating  down,  round  ^Lufus-'  fleet  to  pour 
Their  fulphrous  entrails  in  a  burning^  fhower. 
Oh  vain  the  hope         Let  Rome  her  boaft  refign  ; 
Her  palms,  Pacheco,  never  bloom'd  like  thine ; 
Nor  Tyber's  bridge,  nor  Marathon's  '  red  fields 
Nor  thine,  Thermopylae,  fuch  deeds  beheld; 
Nor  Fabius*  arts  fuch  rufhing  ftorms  repell'd. 
Swift  as  repulfed  the  famifhed  wolf  returns^ 
Fierce  to  the  fold,  and,  wounded,  fiercen  burns  ^ 
So  fwift,  fo  fierce,  feven  timesj  all  India's  might 
Returns  unnumber'd  to  the  dreadful  fight  * 


^  -^— —  round  Lu/us*  JUet  to  four  their 
Julphrous  entraili, How  Pacheco  avoid- 
ed this  formidable  danger,  fee  the  hiilory  in 
the  preface^ 

*  Nor  Tyber*s  bridge* ^When  Porfenna 

befieged  Rome,  Horatius  Cocles  defended 
the  pafs  of  a  brides  till  the  Romans  de- 
firoyed  it  behind  him»  Havine  thus  faved 
the  pafsy  heavy  armed  as  he  was,  he  fwi'mmed 
acrofs  the  river  to  his  companioos.    Th^ 


Roman  hiftor)s  however,  at  this  period,  h 
often  mixt  with  fable.  Miltiades  obtained 
a  great  vi£lorv  over  Darius  at  Marathon. 
The  ftand  of  Leonidas  is  well  known.  The 
battles  of  Pacheco  were  in  defence  of  the 
fords  by  which  the  city  of  Cochin  could 
only  be  entered.  The  numbers  he  withilood 
by  land  and  fea,  and  the  vidories  he  ob- 
tained, ai«  much  more  aftenifiiing  than  the 
ftand  at  Thermopyls.    See  the  preface. 

One 
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One  hundred  fpcars,  fcven  times  in  dreadful  iloweri. 
Strews  in  the  duft  all  India's  raging  power^ 

« 

The  lofty  fong,  for  palenefs  o*er  her  fpread. 
The  nymph  fufpends,  and  bows  the  languid  heads 

« 

Her  faultering  words  are  breath'd  :on  plaintive  fighs^ 

Ah»  Belifariils,  injured  Chiefs  fhe  cries. 

Ah,  wipe  thy  tears ;  in  war  thy  rival  fee. 

Injured  Pacheco  falls  defpoil'd  like  thee ; 

In  him,  in  thee  difhonour'd  virtue  bleeds. 

And  valour  weeps  to  view  her  faircfl:  deeds. 

Weeps  ,o*er  Pacheco,  where,  forlorn  ke  lies 

Low  on. an  al^ms-houfe  ""  bed,  and  frieodleis  dies* 

Yet  fhall  the  Mufes  plume  his  humble  bier# 

And  ever  o'er  him  pour  th'  immortal  tear  ^ 

Though  by  thy  kipg,  alone  to  thee  unjuft. 

Thy  head,  great  Chief,  was  humbled  m  £tx§  duft. 

Loud  fhall  the  Mufe  indignant  ibund  thy  |>raife, 

•^  Thou  gaveft  thy  Monarch's  throne  its  proudeft  blaze*** 

While  round  the  world  the  fun'^  bright  ^ar  fliall  ridct 
So  bright  fhall  fhine  thy  narne'^  illviftripus  pri(}e  i 
Thy  Monarch's  glory,  as  the  iiK)on's  pale  beam, 
EcUpfed  by  thine,  ihall  fhed  9  fickly  gleam. 
Such  meed  attends  when  footbing  flattery  fways. 
And  blinded  .State  its  facred  trufl  betrays  1 


^  tew  on  an  abui^houfi  ^^       _jSce  the  hiioryia  the  pie&ce. 


Again 
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Again  the  Nymph  exalts  her  brow,  again 
Her  fwellirig  voice  refounds  tlie  lofty  ftrain  : 
Almeyda  comes^  the  kingly  name  he  bears^ 
Deputed  royalty  his  ftandard  rears : 
In  all  the  generous  rage  of  youthful  fire 

The  warlike  fon  attends  the  warlike  fire. 
Quiloa's  blood-fl:ain'd  tyrant  now  fhall  feci 

The  righteous  vei>geance  of  the  Lufian  fteeL  ^ 

Another  prince,  by  Lifbon's  throne  beloved^ 
Shall  blefs  the  land,:  for  faithful  deeds  approved. 
Mombaze  fhlall  now  her  treafon*s  meed  behold^ 
When  curling  flames  her  proudeft  domes  enfold: 
Involved  in  fmoak,  loud  crafhing,  lotv  fhall  fsAl 
The  mounded  temple  and  the  caftled  walL 
O'er  India's  feas  the  youn^g  Almeyda  pours^ 
Scorching  the  wkhet'd  air,,  his  iron  fhowers  ; 
Torn  mafts  and  rudders,,  hulks  and  canvas  riven^ 
Month  after  month  before  his  prows  are  driven  s 
But  Heaven's  dread  will,  where  clouds  of  darknefs  reft. 
That  awful  will,  which  knows  alone  the  beft,. 
Now  blunts  his  fpear  :  Cambaya's  fquadrons  joined 
With  Egypt's  fleets,  in  pagan  rage  combined, 
Engrafp  him  round ;  red  boils  the  ftaggering  floods 
Purpled  with  volleying  flames  and  hot  with  blood : 
Whirl'd  by  an  iron  thunder  bolt,  his  thigh 
In  fhivers  torn  flies  hifling  o'er  the  iky : 

3oun<l 
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» 

Bound  to  the  mail  the  godlike  hero  '  ftands. 

Waves  his  proud  fword  and  cheers  his  woeful  bands. 

Though  winds  and  feas  their  wonted  aid  deny. 

To  yield  he  knows  not,  but  he  knows  to  dic-: 

Another  thunder  tears  his  .manly  brcaft  : 

Oh  fly,  bleft  ipirit,  to  thy  heavenly  reft  — 

Hark,  rolling  on  the  groaning  ftorm  I  hear, 

.Refiftlefs  vengeance. thundering  on  the  rear  J 

.1  fee  the  tranfports  of  the  furious  fire, 

.As  o'er  the  mangled  corfe  his  eyes  flafh  fire* 

Swift  to  the  fight,  with  ftern  though  weeping  eyes, 

Fixt  rage  fierce  burning  in  his  breaft,  he  flies ; 

Fierce  as  the  bull  that  fees  his  rival  rove 

* 

Free  with  the  heifers  throi^h  the  mounded  ^rove. 
On  oak  or  beech  his  madning  fury  pours; 
So  pours  Almeyda*s  rage  on  Dabul's  towers^ 
His  vanes  wide  waving  o'er  the  Indian  fky. 
Before  his  prows  the  fleets  of  India  •  fljj 

4 

^  Bound  t9  the  majt  tbi godlikiifero JIanJt.  Almeyda  attacked  ihe  combined  fleets  oF 

The  Englifh  hiftory  affords  an  inihuice  £gypt»   Caxnbay^   and  the  Zamorun,    in 

of  ftmilar  refolation  in  Admiral  Bembo,  the  entrance  and  harbour  of'Diu,  or  Dio. 

who  was  fupported  in  a  wooden  fiame,  and  The  fleet  of  the  Zamorim  almoft  immedi- 

continued  the  engagement  after  his  legs  and  ately  'fled.    That  of  Melique  Yaz,  Lord  of 


thighs  were  fliivered  in  fplinters.    Contrary  Diu,  fuflFered  much  ;  but  the  greateft  flaagh- 

to  the  advice  of  his  oflicers  the  young  Al«  ster  fell  upon  th&Egyptians  and  Turks,  com- 

-meyda  refiiied  to  bear  oflF,  though  almoft  manded  by  Mir-Hocem,  who  had  defeated 

certain  to  be  overpoweredf  and  though  .both  and  killed  the  young  Almeyda.    Of  Soo 

wwd  and  tide  were  critically  agaiilft  him.  Mamulucks  or  Turks,   who  fought  under 


His  father  had  fliarply  upbraided  him  for  a  Mir-Hocem,  only  22,  fays  Ofirius^  fnrvived 
er  retreat,  where  vi^ory  was  thought  this  engagement.  Melique  Yaz,  fays /*tfrra 
>flible.     He  now  fell  the  vidtim  of  nis       j  Sou/aj  was  born  in  flavery,  anddefcended 


former  retreat,  where  vi^ory  was  thought  this  engagement.  Melique  Yaz,  fays /*tfrra 
impoflible.  He  now  fell  the  vidtim  of  nis  j  Sou/a ^  was  born  in  flavery,  anddefcended 
father's  ideas  of  military  glory.     See  die       of  the  Qiriftians  of  Roxia.  The  road  to  pre- 


pre&ce.  ferment  is  often  a  dirty  one ;  but  Meliqae'a 

•  II  the  fleets  of  India  fly, ^^Afttr       was  much  Icfs  fo  than  that  of  many.     As  the 

having  ^^ed  tbclndian  f^asi  the  Viceroy       king  of  Cambaya  was  one  day  riding  ia 

J     fiate. 
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On  Egypt's  chief  his  mortars'  dreadful  tire  * 

Shall  vomit  all  the  rage  of  prifon*d  fire : 

Heads^  limbs  and  trunks  (hall  choak  the  ftruggling  tide^ 

Till  every  furge  with  reeking  crimfon  dyed. 

Around  the  young  Almey'da's  haplefs  urn 

His  conquerors'  naked  ghofts  (hall  howl  and  mourn« 

As  meteors  flafhing  through  the  darkened  air 

I  fee  the  victors'  whirling  faulchions  glare ; 

Dark  rolls  the  fulphrous  fmoke  o'er  Dio's  ikies. 

And  (hrieks  of  death  and  (houts  of  conqueft  rife,^ 

In  one  wide  tumult  blended  :  The  rough  roar 

Shakes  the  brown  tents  on  Ganges'  trembling  (hore  j 
The  waves  of  Indus  from  the  banks  recoil ; 
And  matrons  howling  on  the  ftrand  of  Nile, 
By  the  pale  moon  their  abfent  fons  deplore ; 
Long  (hall  they  wail  j  their  fons  return  no  more. 

Ah,  ftrike  the  notes  of  woe,  the  Syren  cries, 
A  dreary  vifion  fwims  before  my  eyes. 
To  Tagus*  (hore  triumphant  as  he  bends. 
Low  in  the  duft  the  Hero's  glory  ends  : 
Though  bended  bow,  nor  thundering  engine's  hail. 
Nor  Egypt's  fword,  nor  India's  (pear  prevail, 

ftatt,  an  anlocky  kite  donged  upon  His  royal  the  j^und.    For  the  meiit  of  this  eminenit 

bead.    Hit  majefty  in  great  wrath  fwore  he  fervice  he  was  made  Lord  of  Dio,  orDio»  a 

would  give  all  he  was  worth  to  have  the  ^niiderable  city,  the  ilrongeft  and  moft  im* 

oAcnder  killed.    Melique,  who  was  an  ex-  portant  fortrefs  at  that  time  in  all  India. 

pert  archer,  immediately  difpatched  an  ar«  See  Faria,  L.  2.  c*  a* 
ffOWt  which  brought  the  audacious  hawk  to 

I  i  i  FaU 
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Fall  fhall  the  '  Chief  before  a  nik«d  foe. 

Rough  clubs  and  rude  hurFd  f{ones  fhall  ftrikc  thc  blow  3 

The  Cape  of  Tempers  flialt  hki  tomb  fupplj^ 

And  in  the  defert  fand^  bi&  bosies  fbdl  lie^ 

No  boaftful  trophy  o'er  his  afhes  reared : 

Such  Heaven's  druad  will,  and  be  that  will  rcvcr'd  \ 


But  lo,  refplendent  fhinesi  another  ftar^ 
Loud  fhe  refound^,  in  all  the  bkzc  df  war! 
Great '  Cunia  guards  Meliiida's  friendly  fhorc^ 
And  dyes  her  feas  With  Oja's  hoftile  gore ; 
Lamo  and  Brava's  towers  his  vengeance  tell : 
Green  Madagafcar*s  flowery  dales  fhall  fwell 
His  ecchoed  fame,  till  ocean's  fouthmof):  bound 
On  ifles  and  fhores  unknown  bis  name  refound. 


Another  blaze,  behold,  of  fire  and  arms ! 
Great  Albuquerk  awakes  the  dread  alarms : 
O'er  Ormuz'  walls  his  thundering  flames  he  pours. 
While  Heaven,  the  Hero's  guide,  indignant  '  fhowers 
Their  arrows  backward  on  the  Perfian  foe. 
Tearing  the  breafls  and  arms  that  twang'd  the  bow. 


P  Fall flf all  tbi  Chief. ^^^Set  the  note  on 
page  2o8. 

.  ^  Gnai  Cunia.''-'^Tnf!taxk  dc  Cunha^  or 
d'Acagna.     See  the  hillory  in  the  preface. 

'  Bea*uen  inMgHant  Jb^^wers  their  arronns 
hack'warJ»''''--^Sct  the  note  on  page  63. 
Some  writers  relate,  that  when  Albuquerque 
i)efieged  Ormuz,  a  violent  wind  drove  the 


arrows  of  the  enemy  backward  iq>on  their 
own  ranks.  Oforius  (zys^  that  many  of  the 
dead  Perfian  s  and  Moors  were  found  to  have 
died  by  arrows.  But  as  that  weapon  was 
liot  ufed  hy  the  Portngoefe,  he  conjedores, 
that  in  their  defpair  of  vidory  many  of  the 
enemy  had  thus  killed  themselves,  ralbcr 
than  lorvive  the  defeat. 

Mountains 
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Mountains  of  fait  and  fragrant  gums  in  vaia 
Were  fpent  untainted  to  embalm  the  (lain. 
Such  heaps  fhall  ftrew  the  feas  and  faithlefs  flrand 
Of  Gerum,  Mazcate^  and  Calayat's  land. 
Till  faithlefs  Ormuz  own  the  Luiian  fway. 
And  Barem's  pearls  her  yearly  fafety  pay. 

What  glorious  palms  on  Goa's  •  ifle  I  fee, 

» 

Their  blolToms  fpread,  great  Albuquerk,  for  thee  I 
Through  caftled  walls  the  Hero  breaks  his  way. 
And  opens  with  his  fword  the  dread  array 
Of  Moors  and  Pagans ;  through  their  depdi  he  rides. 
Through  fpears  and  (howering  fire  the  battle  guides. 
As  bulls  enraged,  or  lions  fmear*d  with  gore. 
His  bands  fweep  wide  o'er  Goa's  purpled  fhore* 
Nor  eaftward  far  though  fair  Malacca  *  lie. 
Her  groves  embofom'd  in  the  morning  iky ; 
Though  with  her  amorous  fons  the  valiant  line 
Of  Java's  ifle  in  battle  rank  combine, 

*  What  glorious  palms  on  Goa*s  ifle  I  fee.  the  prize  of  the  victors.  When  Albaqoeroae 
m  ■  This  important  place  was  made  an  was  on  the  way  to  Malacca,  he  attacked  a 
ArchbifhopricK,  the  capital  of  the  Porto-  large  (hip,  but  jail  as  hb  men  were  going  to 
guefe  empire  in  the  Eaft,  and  the  feat  of  bo^  her,  (he  fuddenly  appeared  all  in 
their  Viceroys  ;  for  which  parpofes  it  is  ad-  flames,  which  obliged  the  Portugueie  to 
vantageoufly  (itoated  on  the  coafl  of  Decan.  bear  off«  Three  days  afterward  the  fame 
It  (Hll  remains  in  the  pofleffion  of  the  For-  vedel  fent  a  boat  to  Albaquerqoe,  offering  an 
Cogueie.  alliance,  which  was  accepted.     The  flames^ 

*  Malacca. The  conquefl  of  this  place  fays  Oforius,  were  only  artificial,  and  did 

was  one  of  the  greatefl  adtions  of  Alboquer-  not  the  lead  damage.  Another  wonderful 
que.  It  became  die  chief  port  of  the  eailem  adventure  immediately  happened.  The  ad- 
part  of  Portuguefe  India,  and  fecond  only  to  miral  foon  after  fent  his  lone  boats  to  attack 
Goa.  Befides  a  great  many  pieces  of  ord«  a  (hip  commanded  by  one  NehoadaBeeguea. 
nance  which  were  carried  away  by  the  Moors  The  enemy  made  an  obftinate  refiftance.  Ne^ 
whoefcaped,  3000  largo  cannon  remained    ^  hoada  himfc^  was  pierced  with  feveral  mortal 

I  i  i  a  wounds. 
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Though  poifon'd  fhafts  their  ponderous  quivers  (tore; 
Malacca's  fpicy  groves  and  golden  ore. 
Great  Albuquerk,  thy  dauntlefs  toils  (hall  crown  ! 
Yet  art  thou  *  ftain'd-— Here  with  a  fighful  frown 
The  Goddefs  paufed,  for  much  remain'd  unfung. 
But  blotted  with  an  humble  foldier's  wrong- 


wotDids*  bat  loft  not  one  drop  of  blood,  till 
a  bracelet  was  taken  off  his  arm,  when  im- 
mediately the  blood  gufhed  out.  Accord- 
ing to  Oforins,  this  was  faklto  be  occaiioned 
by  the  virtae  of  a  ftone  in  the  bracelet  taken 
out  of  an  animal  called  Cabrifia,  which 
when  worn  on  the  body  could  prevent  the 
eflftiiion  of  blood  from  the  moft  grievous 
wounds. 

"  Tit  art  tieuJfain^if.-^'^^A  detsul  of  all 
the  great  anions  of  Albuquerque  would  have 
been  tedious  and  onpoetical.  Camoens  has 
chofen  the  moA  brilliant,  and  has  happily 
iuppreiTed  the  reft  by  a  difplay  of  indigna- 
tion. The  French  tranflator  has  the  follow- 
ing note  on  this  paflage,  *'  Behold  another 
"  inftance  of  our  Aumor's  prejudice  !  The 
"  a^on  which  he  condemns  had  nothing  in 
"  it  blameable :  but  as  he  was  of  a  moft 
'<  amorous  conftitution,  he  thought  every 
**  fault  which  could  plead  an  amour  in  its 
'<  excnfe  ought  to  be  pardoned ;  but  true 
''  heroes,  fad&  as  Albuquerque,  follow  other 
**  maxims.  This  eieat  man  had  in  his 
"  palace  a  beautiful  Indian  flave.  He  view- 
**  ed  her  with  the  eyes  of  a  father,  and  the 
"  care  of  her  education  was  his  pleafure. 
**  A  Portugoefe  foldter,  named  Ruy  Diaz, 
**  had  the  boldnefs  to  enter  the  General's 
**  apartment,  where  he  fucceeded  fo  well 
'*  with  the  ml,  that  he  obtained  his  defire. 
''  When  Alouquerque  heard  of  it,  he  im- 
**  mediately  oidered  him  to  the  gallows." 

Camoens,  however,  was  no  inch  undif- 
.tinguifhing  libertine  as  this  would  reprefen^ 
him.  In  a  few  pages  we  find  him  praifing 
the  continence  of  Don  Henry  de  Menefes, 
whofe  vidory  over  his  paffions  he  calls  the 
higheft  excellence  of  youth.  Nor  does  it 
appear  by  what  authority  the  Frenchman 
aflures  us  of  the  chafte  paternal  affe^on 
,  which  Albuquerque  bore  to  this  Indian  girl. 
It  was  the  great  aim  of  Albn^ucrque^to  efta- 


blifti  colonies  in  India,  and  for  that  parpol^' 
he  encouraged  hb  fbldiers  to  marry  with  the 
natives.    The  moft  fi?htly  girb  were  fele^t- 
ed,  and  educated  in  the  religion  and  houfe- 
hold  arts  of  Portugal,  and  portioned  at  the 
expence  of  the  General.    Thefe  hfc  called 
his  daughters,  and  with  great  pleafure  he 
vftd    to   attend    their    vmdkigs,    ieveial 
couples  being  ufually  joined  together  at  one 
time.   At  one  of  thefe  ni4>tials^  fays  Farim, 
the  fefHvity  having  continued  late,  and  the 
brides  being  mbuSi  together,  feveral  of  the 
bridegrooms  committed  a  blunder.      The 
mifUkes  of  the  night  however,  as  they  were 
all  e<]ual  in  point  of  honour,  were  mutnallr 
forgiven  in  the  morning,  and  each  man  toolc 
his  proper  wife  whom  he  had  received  at 
the  altar.     This  delicate  anecdote  of  Alba- 
querque*s  fons  and  daughters,  is  as  bad  a 
commentary  on  the  note  of  Cafteca,  as  it  is 
en  the  feverity  which  the  commander  fliew— 
ed  to  poor  Diaz.    Nor  does  Camoens  ftand 
alone  in  the  condemnation  of  the  General. 
The  Hiftorian  agrees  with  the  Poet.     Men- 
tioning the  death  of  D.  Antonio  Noronha, 
'*  This  gentleman,    fays  Fariuy    ufed   to 
'*  moderate  the  violent  temper  of  his  uncle 
"  Albuquerque,   which  foon  after  fhewed 
''  itfelf  in  rigid  feverity.     He  ordered  a 
'*  fbldier  to  be  hanged  for  an  amour  with 
one  of  the  flaves  whom  he  called  daugh- 
ters, and  whom  he  ufed  to  give  in  mar- 
riage.   When  fome  of  his  officers  afred 
him  what  authority  he  had  to  take  the 
poor  man's  life,  he  drew  his  fword»  told 
'*  them  that  was  his  commiffion,  and  in- 
**  ftantly   broke  them."      To   marry  his 
foldiers  with  the  natives  was  the  plan  of 
Albuquerque,   his  feverity  therefore  feems 
unaccountable,  nnlefs  we  admit  the  pethapa 
of  Camoens,    ou  Je  cio/oy    perhaps  it  was 

jealottfy. But  whatever  inc»nfed  the 

General,  the  execntioD  of  the  foldier  was 

contrary 


«< 


b<sokx      the     l  u  s  I  a  u: 

Alas,  flie  cries,  when  war's  dread  horrors  reign. 
And  thundering  batteries  rock  the  fiery  plain. 
When  ghaftly  famine  on  a  hoftile  foil,  . 
When  pale  difeafe  attends  on  weary  toil,  . 
When  patient  under  all  the  foldicr  ftands, 
Detefted  be  the  rage  which  then  demands^ 
The  humble  foldier's  blood,  his  only  crime  ■ 
The  amorous  frailty  of  the  youthful  prime  I  • 
Inceft's  cold  horror  here  no  glow  reflained,  ^ 
Nor  facred  nuptial  bed  was  here  prophaned,  . 
Nor  here  unwelcome  force  the  virgin  feized  ;  : 
A  flave  lafcivious,  in  his  fondling  pleafed,  . 
Refigns  her  breaft— Ah,  ibin  to  Liifian  fame  ! 
(*Twas  luft  of  bldod,'  perhaps  'twas  jealous  flame  i) 
The  Leader's  rage,  unworthy  of  the  brare^ 
Configns  the  youthful  foldier  to  the  grave.  • 
Not  Ammon  thus  Apellcs*  love  "  repaid^ 
Great  Ammon's  bed  refign'd  the  lovely  maid ;  ; 
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contnury  to  die  laws  of  everv  nation*;  and 
the  honeft  indignation  of  Camoens  againft 
one  of  the  greateft  of  his  coantrymen,  one 
who  was  the  ^rand  archited  of  the  Portu- 
roefe  empire  in  the  Eaft,  afibrds  a  noble 
milance  of  that  manly  freedom  of  fentiment 
which  knows -no  right  by  which  kin^or 
peer  may  do^injnftioe  to  the  meaneft  fubje£t. 
rior  can  we  omit  the  obfervation»  that  the 
above  note  of  Caftera  is  of  a  piece  with 
tiie  French  devotion  we  have  already  feen 
him  pay  to  the  name  of  king»  a  devotion 
which  breathes  the  true  fpUt  of  the  blefled 


advice  gf  ven  by  Father  Paul  to  the  republic  of 
Venice :  **  When  a  nobleman  commits  an  bf- 
"  fence  againft  a  fabjed,  fays  the  Jefuit,  let 
**  every  means  be  tried  to  ioitify  mm.  Bat 
'*  if  a  fnbjeft  has  offended  a  nobleman,  let 
''  him  be  puniihed  with  theutmoft  (everity.** 
*  Not  Jtmnem,  —  Campafpe,  the  moft 
beantifol  concubine  of  Alexander,  was  given 
by  that  monarch  tp  Apelles,  whom  he  ner- 
ceived  in  love  with  her.  Arafpas  had  an€t 
charge  of  the  fair  captive  Panthea.  Hia  at- 
tempt on  her  virtue  was  lbi?given  by  Cyras. 


•  Ofinriiit  rtktct  the  ifttr  ef  Diu  with  iunc  ecbsr  ckamftaacM  ^  bot  with  no  di£lbeacs  thatsfioAt 
Ibiikftrtioa* 

Not- 
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Nor  Cyrus  thus  reproved  Arafpas*  fire ; 
Nor  haughtier  Carlo  thus  aifumed  the  {ire» 
Though  iron  Baldwin  to  his  daughter's  bower» 
An  ill-match'd  lover,  ftole  in  fccret  hour : 
With  nobler  rage  the  lofty  monarch  glow*d. 
And  Flandria's  "^  earldom  on  the  knight  beftow'd» 


Again  the  nymph  the  fong  of  fame  refounds ; 
Lo,  fweeping  wide  o'er  Ethiopia's  bounds. 
Wide  o'er  Arabia's  purple  fliore  on  high 
The  Lufian  enfigns  blaze  along  the  iky : 
Mecca,  aghaft,  beholds  the  ftandards  (hine. 
And  midnight  horror  fhakes  Medina's  *  fhrine  j 


^  Jnd  flandrie^B  iarldum  w  tht  Inlght 
Itfto-vifd.-''^^^  Baldwin,  furnamed  Ircrn- 
«*  arm,  Grand  Forefter  of  Flanders,  being 
^  in  love  with  Judith,  the  daughter  of 
<*  Charles  the  Bald  and  widow  of  Ethel-* 
«  woIfe,  king  of  England,  obtained  his 
<<  deiiie  by  force.  Charles,  though  at  ^f9i 
«*  he  highly  xefented,  afterwards  pardoned. 
**  his  crime,  and  confeated  to  his  marriage 
*«  with  the  Priuccfs."  Cafttru. 

This  digreflton  in  the  (bng  of  the  nymph 
bears,  in  manner,  a  ftriking  rcicmblance  to 
the  hiftorics  which  often,  even  in  the  heat 
of  battle,  the  heroes  of  Homer  relate  to 
each  other.  That  thefe  little  epifodes  have 
their  beauty  and  propriety  in  an  Epic  poem, 
will  ftrongly  appear  from  a  view  of  M.  de 
la  Motte's  trandation  of  the  Iliad  into 
French  verfc.  The  four  and  twenty  books  of 
Homer  he  has  contracted  into  twelve,  and  thefe 
contain  no  more  lines  than  about  four  books 
of  the  original.  A  thoufand  embeliihments 
which  the  warm  poetical  feelings  of  Homer 
fuggefted  to  him,  are  thus  thrown  out  by  the 
frenchman.  But  what  is  the  confequence  of 
'  this  improvement  ?  The  work  of  la  Motte 


is  nnreflui,  even  by  his  own  countrymen,  and 
defpifed  by  tstrf  Foreigner  who  has  the 
leaft  relifh  fpr  poetry  and  Homer. 

^  Ani  midnight  horror  Jhakes  Medina^g 
y^r/V.— — Medma,  the  city  where  Moham- 
med is  buried.  About  fix  years  after  Gama's 
difcovery  of  India,  the  Sultan  of  Egypt 
fent  Maurus,  the  abbot  of  the  monks  at 
Jeru&lem,  who  inhabit  Mount  Sion,  on  an 
embafTy  to  Pope  Julius  II.  The  Sultan,  with 
fevere  threats  to  the  ChrifUans  of  the 
Eafl  in  cafe  of  refofal*  intreated  the  Pope 
to  defire  Emmanuel  king  of  Porti^al  to 
fend  no  more  fleets  to  the  Indian  feas.  The 
Pope  fent  Maurus  to  Emmanuel,  who  re- 
turned a  very  fpirited  anfwer  to  his  Holi- 
nefs,  affiiring  him  that  no  threats,  no  dan- 
gers cottid  make  him  alter  his  reTolutknSy 
and  lamenting  that  it  had  not  yet  been  in 
his  power  to  fulfil  his  purpofe  of  demolilh- 
ing  the  fepulchre  and  erazmg  the  memorials 
of  Mohammed  from  the  earth.  This,  he 
fays,  was  the  firfl  purpofe  of  fending  his 
fleets  to  India.  Nobis  enim^  aim  iter  in 
Indiam  chjjibus  nofiris  ap$rirt^  \S  regfomes 
majorihus  noftrit  incognitas  exflorare  dtcre^s^ 
mus,  hoc  propofitum  fuit^  ut  iff  urn  Mohi 
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Th'  unhallowed  altar  bodes  th'  approaching  foe^ 
Foredoom'd  in  duft  its  prophet's  tomb  to  ftrew. 
Nor  Ceylon's  ifle,  brave* Soarez,  fhall  with-hold 

Its  incenfe,  precious  as  the  burnifli'd  gold. 
What  time  o'er  proud  Columbd's  loftieft  fpire 
Thy  flag  fhali  blaze  :  Nor  fhall  th'  immortal  lyre 
Forget  thy  praife,  Sequeyra !  To  the  ftiore 
Where  Sheba's  fapient  queen  the  ^  fceptre  bore. 
Braving  the  Red  Sea's*  dangers  fhalt  thou  force 
To  Abyflinia's  realm  thy  novel  courfe  ; 
And  ifles,  by  jealoiis  nature  long  conceai'd. 
Shall  to  the  wondering  world  be  now  reveal'd. 
Great  Menez  next  the  Lufian  fword  fhall  bear  j 
Menez,  the  dread  of  Afric,  high  fhall  rear 
His  vidlor  fword,  till  deep  fhall  Ormuz  groan> 
And  tribute  doubled  her  revolt  atone. 


,  Now  fhines  thy  glory  in  meridian  height. 
And  loud  her  voice  fhe  raifed ;  O  matchlefs  Knightj 
Thou,  thou,  illuflrious  Gama,  thou  fhalt  bring 
The  olive  bough  of  peace,  deputed  King  ! 


tana  fi3it  eaput ixtingiunmu  y  When  Shhtfs  fa^tnt  quttn  the  faftn 

It  is  with  gmt  art  that  Camoens  {o  often  Ion.       ■  The  Abyffinians    contend    that 

reminds  us  of  the  grand  deiim  of  the  expe*  their  country  is  the  Sheba  mentioned  in  the 

dkion  of  his  heroes,  to  fobvert  Moham-  fcripture,  and  that  the  queen  who  vifited 

medifm  and  found  a  Chriftian  empire  in  the  Solomon  bore  a  fon  to  that  ibonarch,  from 

Eaft.    Bat  the  dignity  which  thb  gives  his  whom  their  royal  Eunilyt    to  the  prefent 

poem  is  already  obferved  in  the  preface.  time^  is  defcended. 

The 
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The' lands  by  Thct  difcovo-'d  fliall  obey 

Thy  fcepter'd  power,  and  blefs  thy  regal  fway. 

But  India's  crimes,  outrageous  to  the  ikies* 

A  length  of  thefe  Saturnian  days  denies:: 

Snatched  from  thy  golden  throne  the  heavens  fhall  claim 

Thy  deathlefs  {gul,  the  world  thy  deathlefs  [  name. 

Now  o'er  the  coaft  of  faithlefs  Malabar 
Viftorious  Henry  "  pours  the.  rage  of  war.; 
Nor  lefs  the  youth  a  nobler  ftrife  fhall  wagCt 
Great  yiftor  of  himfelf  though  green  in  age; 
No  reftleft  flave  of  wanton  amorous  fire^ 
'No  luft  of  gold  (ball  taint  his  generous  ire. 
While  youth's  bold  pulfe  beats  high,  how  brave  the  bcgr 
Whom  harlot  fmilcs  nor  pride  of  power  decoy ! 
Immortal  be  his  name  !  Noriefs  thy.praife. 
Great  ^  Mafcarene,  fhall  future  ages  raifej 


(txAy  reiened  three  nonths  Yioerov  of  India. 
Daring  his  fecond  voyage^  the  third  which 
the  Portuguefe  made  to  India,  he  gave  the 
Zamorim  (bme  coniiderable  defeats  by  fea, 
beiides  his  vidlories  over  the  Moprs.  Thei<;» 
however,  are  judicioufly  omitted. by  Ca- 
moens,  as  the  lefs  ftriking  part  of  his  cha- 
radlen 

The  French  Tranflator  is  highly  pleafed 
with  the  predi^on  of  Gama's  death,  de- 
Hfeied  to  himfelf  at  tbe  feaft.  '<  The  Syren, 
*'  -iays  he,  perfuaded  that  Gama  is  a  hero 
**  <xempt  from  weaknefs,  does  not  heficate 
**^tQ  mention  the  end  of  his. life.  Gama 
^'  lifteos  without  an/  made  of  amotion  % 


^*  Qie  feaftand die  long  oontinQe.   If  I 
<<  not  deoeivedt  this  is  truly  great." 

•  Fiamws  /fwrjr.— -Iron  Henry  ds 
Menezes.  'He  was  only  twenty-ei^ht  wfaea 
appointed  to  the  government  of  Indift.  He 
died  in  his  thirtieth  year,  a  noble  example 
of  the  moft  diiinterefted  heroifm.  See  the 
prenice. 

*  Great  Ma/canni*''''^'?eAio  de  Maica- 
renhas.  The  injuftice  done  to  this  brave 
oiioar,  and  the  ufutpation  of  4us  goven- 
mentihip  by  Ix>pez  Vaz  de  Sanpayo,  afiord 
one  of  the  moft  interefting  periods  of  the 
hiflory  of  the  Portuguefe  in  India.  Seethe 
preface* 


Thougk 
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Though  power,  unjuft^  with-hold  the  fplendid  ray 
That  dignifies  the  creft  of  fbvereign  fway. 
Thy  deeds,  great  Chief,  on  Bintam's  humbled  ihore. 
Deeds  fuch  as  Afia  never  vicw'd  bfefore, 
>Shall  give  thy  honcft  fame  a  brighter  blaze 
Than  tyrant  pomp  in  golden  robes  difpl^ays. 
Though  bold  in  war  the  fierce  Ufurpcr  fhinej 
Though  CutiaFs  potent  navy  o*er  the  brine 
Drive  vanquifh'd  1  though  the  Lufian  Hector's  fword 
For  him  reap  conq.ueft,  and  confirm  hini  Lord  ; 
Thy  deeds,  great  Peer,  the  wonder. of  thy  foes. 
Thy  glorious  chains  unjuft,  and  generous  woes,. 
Shall  dim  the  fierce  Sampayo's  faireft  fame. 
And  o'er  his  honours  thine  aloqd  proclaim. 
Thy  generous  woes  !  Ah  gallant  injured  Chief, 
Not  thy  own  forrows  give  the  (harped  grief. 
Thou  feeft  the  Lufian  name  her  honours  ftain„ 
And  luft  of  gold  her  heroes'  breafts  profane; 
Thou  Iceft  ambition  lift  the  impious  head. 
Nor  God's  red  arm,  nor  lingering  juftice  dread ; 
O'er  India's  bounds  thou  feeft  thefe  vultures  prowl. 
Full  gorged  with  blood,  and  dreadlefs  of  controul  1 
'JTiou  fee^  and  weepft  thy  country's  blotted  name. 
The  generous  forrpw  thine,  but  not  the  (hame. 
Nor  long  the  Lufian  enfigns  ftain'd  remain  ; 
Great  Nunio  **  comes,  and  razes  every  ftain. 

*»  Great  JVunto.—^Humo  de  Cunha,  one  of  the  moft  worthy  of  the  Portogoefe  governors.. 
S99  die  prbiace. 

K  k  k  Though 
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Though  lofty  Call's  warlike  towers  he  learj 

Though  haughty  Melic  groan  beneath  his  fpcar  j 

Though  Ddo  owe  her  fafcty  to  his  name> 

Thefe  are  the  tinfel  of  his  nobler  fame,.       '  - 

Far  haughtier  foes  of  Lufian  r^c  he  braves  > 

The  awful  fword  of  joftice  high  he  waves  t 

Before  his  bar  the  injured  Indian  ftands> 

And  juftice  boldly  on  hii  foe  demands,' 

The  Lufian  foe ;  in  wonder  loft  the  Moor    -   •     — 

Beholds  proud  Rapine's  vulture  gripe  rcftore  ^ 

Beholds  the  Lufian  hands  in  fetters  bound 

By  Lufian  hands,  .and  wound  repay'd  for  wound. 

Oh,  more  fhall  thus  by  Nunio's  worth  be  won> 

Than  conqueft  reaps  from  high  plumed  hofts  o'erthrown., 

Long  (hall  the  generous  Nunio's  blifsful  fway 

Command  fupreme.     In  Dio's  hopelefs  day 

The  fovereign  toil  the  brave  Noronha  takes ; 

Awed  by  his  fame  the  fiercc-fourd  Rumien  *  fliakes. 

And  Dio's  open'd  waHs  in  fudden  flight  forfakes. 

A  fon  of  thine,  O  Gama,  now  (hall  *  hold 

The  helm  of  empire,  prudent,  wife  and  bold : 


*  AiJDtd  hy  his  fame.  .  That .  braye 
generous  fpirit,  which  promjited  Camoens 
to  condemn  the  great  Albuquerque  for  in- 
juftice  to  a  common  foldiery  has  here  de» 
ierted  him.  In  place  of  poetical  compli- 
menty  on  the  terrors  of  his  ni^e»  Iforonha 
deferred  infamy.  The  fiege  of  Dio,  it  is 
true,  was  raifed  on  the  report  of  his  ap« 
proachf  but  that  report  was  the  flratagem  of 


Cojt  ZofoTf  one  of  the  general  officers  of 
the  aflaillants.  The  delays  of  Noroahir 
were  as  hiehly  blameable,  as  his  treatme&t 
of  his  predeceflbr,  the  excellent  Nunio»  was 
unworthy  of  a  gentleman.  See  the  hiftory 
of  the  Portc^efe  Commanders  in  India,  in 
the  preface. 

^  J'/on  pf  thine^  O  ^tf«w«— ^Stophaa 

de  Gama.    Sec  the  prefacct 

Malacca 
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Malacca  faved  and  ftrengthenM  by  Jris  arms. 

The  banks  of  Tor  (hall  cccho  his  alarms ; 

His  worth  (hall  blefs  the  kingdoms  of  the  morn. 

For  all  <hy  virtues  (hall  his  foul  adorn. 

When  fate  refigns  thy  hero  to  the  ikies, 

A  Veteran,  famed  on  Brazil's  (bore,  Ihall  *  rife : 

The  wide  Atlantic  and  the  Indian  main, 

^y  turns  (hall  own  the  terrors  of  his  reign.  ' 

His  aid  the  proud  Cambayan  king  implores. 

His  potent  aid  Cambaya's  king  reftores. 

The  dread  Mogul  with  all  his  thoufands  flies. 

And  Dio's  towers  are  Souza's  well*earn'd  prize. 

Nor  lefs  the  Zamorim  o'er  blood-ftain'd  '  ground 

:Shall  fpeed  his  legions,  torn  with  many  a  wound, 

2n  headlong  rout.     Nor  (hall  the  boaftful  pride 

Of  India's  navy,  though  the  (haded  tide 

Around  the  fquadron'd  ma(ls  appear  the  down 

Of  ibme  wide  foreft,  other  fate  renown. 

Loud  rattling  through  the  hills  of  Cape  Camore 

I  hear  the  tempeft  of  the  battle  roar ! 

Clung  to  the  fplinter'd  mafts  I  fee  the  dead 

Badala's  (hore  with  horrid  wreck  befpread ; 

*  ji  VtHranfam^i  vn  BraxJPs  ^w^.—        aOow de  fimgut  r%tf--««- which  Fid- 

Mardn  Alcmzo  de  Sousdh.     He  was  cde-       Ihaw  has  thus  panned, 

T&rated  for  clearing  the  coaft  of  Brazil  of  •  v       r  i   i  r 

icveral  pirates,  who  were  formidable  tb  that       ^    a- — il-  T ^-l^^liTr^t 

infant  colony.  Scpding  him  home  again  by  rif^u^-Crp//.—. 

♦  0* if  hUod'Jhin^d  ground. aplaccncarBanbwyinOxfbrdfliirc, 

Tioi  is  as  near  the  original  as  elegance  wiH 

K  k  k  2  Baticala 


4b8 


THE       X   U   S   I   A   a 


Book  X. 


Baticala  inflamed  by  trcachix>us  hate. 

Provokes  the  horrors  of  Badala's  fate  : 

Her  feas  in  blood,:  her  fkies  en  wrapt  in  fire 

Confefs  the  fweeping  ftorm  of  Souza's  ire. 

No  hoftile  fpear  now  rear'd  .on  fea  or  ftrand,. 

The  awful  fceptre  ^graces  .Souza's  hand ; 

Peaceful  he  reigns,  in  coiinfel  juft  and  wife; 

And  glorious  Caftro  now  his  throne  fupplies  : 

Caftro,  the  boaft  of  generous  fame,  afar 

From  Dio's  ftrand  fhall  fway  the  glorious  wan. 

Madning  with  rage  to  view  the  Lufian  band, 

A  troop  fo  few,  proud  Dio's  towers  command. 

The  cruel  Ethibp  Moor  ta  heaven  complains. 

And  the  ftern  Perfian  foe  his  peers  arraigns. 

The  Rumien  fierce,  who  boafts  the  name  of  *-Romc, 

With  thefe  confpires,  and  vows  the  Lufians'  doom* 
A  thoufand  barbarous  nations  join  their  powers 
To  bathe  with  Lufian  blood  the  Dion  towers. 
Dark  rolling  iheets  forth  belch'd  from  brazen  wombs» 
Bored,  as  the  fhowering  cloud,  with  hailing  bombs. 


K  Thi  Rumien  fera  nvbo  hoafis  the  namg 
^iJ^aw,— When  the  viflories  of  the  Por- 
tuguefe  began  to  overfpread  the  Eaft,  feveral 
Inaian  princes,  by  the  counfels  of  the  Moors, 
applied  for  affiftance  to  the  Sultan  of  £gypt 
and  the  Grand  Signior.  The  troops  of 
thefe  Mohammedan  princes  were  in  the 
higheft  reputation  for  bravery,  and  though 
compofed  of  many  difierent  nations,  were 
known  among  the  orientals  by  one  common 
name.  Ignorance  delights  in  the  marvel- 
lous.   The  hiftory  of  ancient  Rome  made 


the  fame  figure  among  the  Eaftems,  as  that 
of  the  &buTous  or  heroic  ages,  does  with  ns, 
with  this  difference,  it  was  better  believed. 
The  Turks  of  Romania  pretended  to  be  the 
defcendants  of  the  Roman  Conquerors,  and 
the  Indians  gave  them  and  their  aoxiliariet 
the  name  of  Rnmes,  or  Romans.  In  the  fame 
manner  the  fame  of  Godfrey  in  the  Eaft 
conferred  the  name  of  Franks  on  all  the 
weftem  Chriftians,  who  on  their  part  gave 
the  name  of  Moors  to  all  the  Mohamjiie* 
dans  of  the  Eaft. 

O'er 
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O'er  Dio's  fky  fpread  the  black  fhades  of  death. 

The  mine's  dread  .earthquakes  (hake  the  ground  beneath 

No  hope,  bold  ^  l^afcarene,  mayft  .thou  relpire, 

A  glorious  fall  alone,  thy  juft  defire.. 

When  lo,  his  gallant  fon  brave  Caftro  fends  — 

Ah  heaven,  what  fate,  the  haplefs  youth  attends ! 

In  vain  the  terrors  of  his  faulchion  glare ; 

The  cavern'd  mine  burfts,  high  in  pitchy  air 

Rampire  and  fquadron  whirl'd  convulfive,  borne 

To  heaven,  the  hero  dies  in  fragments  torn. 

His  loftieA:  bough  though  fallen,,  the  generous  fire 

His  living  hope  devotes  with  Roman  ire. 

On  wings  of  fury  flies  the  brave  Alvar 

Through  oceans  howling  with  the  wintery  vrar. 

Through  fktes  of  fnow  his  brother's  vengeance  bears  > 

And  foon  in  arms  the  valiant  fire  appears : 

Before  him  vidlory  fpreads  her  eagle-wing 

Wide  fweeping  o'er  Cambaya's  haughty  king. 

In  vain  his  thundering  courfers  (hake  the  grounds 

Cambaya  bleeding  of  his-  might's  laft  wound 

Sinks  pale  in  duft  :  Fierce  Hydal-Kan  '  in  vain 

Wakes  war  on  war ;  he  bites  his  iron  chain. 


^  Nd  bopft  hoU  Mafcannt.  — — .-  The 
commander  of  Diu,  or  Dio,  dorinff  this 
itege,  one  of  the  moft  memonibk  in  the 
Portuguefe  hiflory. 

'  Fiirci  UydalKmn. ^The  dde  of  the 

Lords  or  Princes  of  Decan,  who  in  their 
wars  with  the  Portug^ieie  have  fometimes 
broaght  400,000  men  into  the  fidd.    Hie 


prince  here  mendoned»  after  many  revolts^ 
was  at  laft  finally  fabdoed  by  Don  John  de 
Caftroy  the  fourth  Viceroy  of  India,  with 
whofe  reien  oar  Poet  jodicioufly  ends  the 
prophetic  fong.  Albnquerqoe  laid  the  plan» 
ana  Caftro  compleatd  ue  fyftem  of  the  Por« 
tttguefe  empire  in  the  £aft.  (Fw  an  acccwni 
tf  uMcb,  j€$  tbi  fnfmci.)    It  is  with  ]>ro- 

priety 
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O'er  Indus'  banks,  o'er  Ganges*  finiling  vales 
No  more  the  hind  his  plundered  fielfl  bcwsdlss 
O'er  every  field,  O  Peace,  thy  bldffoms  glow. 
The  golden  bloffoms  of  .thy  <Aivc  bought 
Firm  tafed  on  wifcft  laws  great  Caftro  crowns. 
And  the  wide  Eaft  tlie  Lufian  Empire  awns. 

Thefc  warlike  Chiefs^  ihe  fens  «f  diy  Tenown, 
And  thoufands  more,  O  Vasco,  -doom'd  to  crowa 
Thy  glorious  toils,  ihall  through  thefe  ieas  unfold 
Their  viftor-ilandarde  1>lazed  with  Indian  gold  ; 
And  in  the  bofom  lOf  out  flewcry  iilc» 
Embathed  in  joy  fhall  o'er  their  labours  fmile. 
Their  nynxphs  like  your's,  their  feaft  divine  the  fameit 
The  raptured  fQret;afte  of  immortal  famc« 


So  fung  the  Goddefe,  while  the  fifter 
With  joyful  anthem  clofe  the  facred  ftrain ; 
Though  Fortune  from  her  whirling  fphere  beflow 
Her  gifts  capricious  in  uQconftant  flow^ 


fpnety  therefore  that  the  prophecy  given  to 
Gaixu  b  here  rammed  up.  Nor  is  the  dif- 
cretion  of  Camoens  in  this  inftance  inferior 
to  his  judgment.  He  is  now  within  a  few 
years  of  his  own  times,  when  he  himfelf 
was  upon  the  fcene  in  India*  But  whatever 
he  had  faid  of  his  cotemooraries  would  have 
Jbeen  liable  to  mifconftruftion,  and  e^ry 
ientence  woald  have  been  branded  with  the 
epithets  of  flattery  or  malice.  A  little  Poet 
would  have  been  happy  in  fjch  an  oppor- 
«mity  10  xtfeat  his  wrongs*    But  the  ttent 


contempt  oF'Camioens  does  him  tme  honoop. 
in  this  hiftoiical  fbng,  as  already  hinted, 
the  Tranflator  has  been  attentive,  as  much 
as  he  could,  to  throw  it  into  thefe  univerfal 
hngnages,  thepiiterefqueandcfaarafteriflic. 
Toconvc^theiabtimeft  infhiiftiontoprhicesa 
Mb  acoming  to  Aiiftotle,  the  pecohar  pn>- 
vince  of  the  Bpic  Mofe.     llie  ftrilong 
points  of  view,  m  whidk  the  difFrrent  cha« 
nlEttn  of  the  Governors  of  India  are  here 
placed,  are  in  the  moft  happy  conformity  to 
Ibia  ingeaioua  canoii  of  theStageryte. 

Yet 
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Yet  laureVd  honour  and  immortal  fame 
Shall  ever  conftant  grace  the  Lufian  name* 
So^fung  the  joyful  chorus^  while  around 
The  filver  roofs  the  lofty  notes  refound* 
The  fong  prophetic,  and  the  facred  feaft. 
Now  fhed  the  glow  pf  ftrcngth  through  ■  every  breaft-. 
When  with  the  grace  and  majefly  divine. 
Which  round  immortals  when  enamour'd  fhinc. 
To  crown  the  banquet  of  their  dcathlefs  fame. 
To  happy  Gam  A  thus  the  fovereign  Dame  : 
G. loved  of  heaven,,  what  never  man  before. 
What  wandering  fcience  never  might  explore. 
By  heaven^s  high  will,.,  with  mortal  eyes  to  fee 
Great  Nature's  face  unv?ird„  is  given  to  Thee. 
Thou  and  thy  warriors  follow  where  I  lead  : 
Firm  be  your  fteps>  for  arduous  to  the  tread 
Through  matted  brakes  of  thorn  and  brier,  be/lrew^d 
With  fplinter'd  flint,  winds  the  ftecp  flqipery  road. 
She  ^ake,.  and  fmiling  caught  the  hero's  hand. 
And  on  the  mountain's  fummit  foon  they  iland  y 
A  beauteous  lawn  with  pearl  enamelled  o'er> 
Emerald  and  ruby,  as  the  gods  of  yore 
Had  fported  here.     Here  in  the  fragrant  air 
A  wondrous  globe  appeared,  cKvinely  fair  ! 
Through  every  part  the  light  tranfparent  flow'd. 
And  in  the  centre  as  the  furface  glow'd. 

/  The 
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The  frame  etherial  various  orbs  compofe. 
In  whirling  ^  circles  now  they  fell,  now  rofe  j 
Yet  never  rofe  nor  fell,  for  ftill  the  fame 
Was  every  movement  of  the  wondrous  frame  j 
Each  movement  ftill  beginning,  ftill  compleat^ 
It*s  Author's  type,  fclf-poifed,  perfeftion'c  feat* . 

Great  Vasco  thriird  with  reverential  awe. 
And  rapt  with  keen  deiire,  the  wonder  faw. 
The  Goddefs  markt  the  language  of  his  eyes. 
And  here,  flic  cried,  thy  largeft  wifli  fuffice^ 

Great  Nature's  fabric  thou  doft  here  behold, 

Th'  etherial  pure,  and  elemental  mould 

In  pattern  fliewn  complete,  as  Nature's  God 

Ordain'd  the  world's  great  frame,  his  dread  abodes 

For  every  part  the  power  divine  pervades. 

The  fun's  bright  radiance  and  the  central  fliades  ; 

Yet  let  not  haughty  reafon's  bounded  line 

Explore  the  boundlefs  God,  or  where  define. 


'  In  nvbirling  circles  nonv  tiey  fill,   nona 
rofif'^Tet  ne*utr  rofi  notfill  The  mo- 

tions of  the  heavenly  bodies,  in  every  fyf- 
rem,  bear,  at  aFl  times,  the  fame  uniform 
relation  to  each  other;  thefe  expreffions^ 
therefore^  are  ftridUy  juft.  The  firft. relates 
to  the  ap^rance,  the  fecond  to  the  reality. 
Thus  while  to  us  the  fan  appe^s  to  eo 
down,  to  more  weftem  inhabitants  of  the 
globe  he  appears  to  rife,  and  while  he  rifes 
to  us,  he  is  going  down  to  the  more  eaftem  ; 
the  difierence  being  entirely  relative  to  the 
various  parts  of  ue  earth.  And  in  this 
the  expreflions  of  our  Poet  are  equally  ap* 
plicable  to  the  Ptolemaic  and  Copemican 
iy^Koxk.  The  ancient  hypothcfis  which  made 


oar  earth  die  centre  of  the  Uftiverle,  is  tke 
fyftem  adopted  by  Camoens,  a  happlnefs^ 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Tranilator,  to  the 
Englifh  Luiiad.  The  new  fyftem  is  fo  well 
known,  that  a  poetical  defcription  of  it 
would  have  been  no  novelty  to  the  Englifh 
xvader.  The  other  has  Aot  only  that  ad- 
vantage In  its  ^vour ;  but  this  defcripdon  is 
perhaps  the  fineft  and  fuUeft  that  ever  was 

ren  of  it  in  poetry,   that  of  Lucretius, 
V.   being'  chiefly   argumentative,    and 
tfaerefere  1&  piftyrefque. 

Our  Author  ftudied  at  the  nniveriity  of 
Cotmbra,  where  the  ancient  fyftem  and 
other  do£lrines  of  the  Ariftotelians  then^ 
and  long  afterward,  prevailed. 

Wher« 
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Where  in  Himfelf  in  uncreated  light,. 

(While  all  his  worlds  around  feem  wrapt  in  night,) 

He  holds  his  lofticft  *  ftate.     By  primal  laws 

Impofed  on  Nature's  birth,  Himfelf  the  caufe. 

By  her  own  miniftry  through  every  maze 

Nature  in  all  her  walks  unfeen  he  fways. 

Thefe  fpheres  ^  behold ;  the  firft  in  wide  embrace 

Surrounds  the  leffer  orbs  of  various  face  ; 

The  Empyrean  this,  the  holieft  heaven. 

To  the  pure  fpirits  of  the  Bleft  is  given : 

No  mortal  eye  its  fplendid  rays  may  bear. 
No  mortal  bofom  feel  the  raptures  there. 
The  earth  in  all  her  fummer  pride  array 'd 
To  this  might  feem  a  drear  fepulchral  {hade. 
Unmoved  it  ftands  :  within  its  fhining  frame. 
In  motion  fwifter  than  the  lightning's  flame. 
Swifter  than  light  the  moving  parts  may  fpy. 
Another  fphere  whirls  round  its  rapid  fky. 
Hence  Motion  ^  darts  its  force,  impulfive  draws. 
And  on  th^  other  orbs  impreffes  laws ; 
The  Sun'«  bright  car  attentive  to  its  force 
Gives  night  and  day,  and  fliapes  his  yearly  courfe ; 

• 

^  He  hoUs  bis  left i eft  flat e,  *> — Called  by  In  their  accounts   of  this  firft   mentioned, 

the  old  philofophers  and  fchool  divines  the  but  Eleventh  Sphere,  which  they  called  the 

Senfirium  of  the  Deity.  Empyrean   or  heaven    of    the    Bleft,    the 

^  Thefe  fpheres  beheld. According  to  difciples  of  Ariftotle,  and  the  Arab  Moors, 

Ac   Peripatetics   the  univcrfe  confifted   of  gave  a  looii  to  all  the  warmth  of  imagina- 
Eleven  Spheres  inclofed  within  each  other,  tion.     And  feveral  of  the  Chriftian  Fathers 
as  Fanfliaw  has  familiarly  exprefled  it  by  a  applied  to  it  the  defcriptions  of  heaven  which 
iimilie  which  he  has  lent  our  Author.    The  are  found  in  the  Holy  Scripture, 
finft  of  thefe  fpheres,  he  fays,  mi.-   . 
doth  (as  in  a  neft                                         ^'"^^  Motion  darts  its  fcrce. This  is 

Of  bQxes)  all  the  other  orbs  comprize Ac  Tenth  Sphere,  the  Fritnum  Mobile  of  the 

L  I  1  ancient 
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Its  force  ftupendous  afks  a  pondrous  fphcre 

To  poife  its  fury  and  its  weight  to  bear  : 

Slow  moves  that  pondrous  orb ;  the  ftifF,  flo^¥  pace 

One  jftep  fcarce  gains,  while  wide  his  annual  race 

Two  hundred  times  the  fun  triumphant  rides ; 

The  Chryftal  Heaven  is  this,  whofe  rigour  guides 

And  binds  the  ftarry  "  fphere :  That  fphere  behold. 

With  diamonds  fpangled,  and  emblazed  with  gold ; 

What  radiant  orbs  that  azure  fky  adorn. 

Fair  o'er  the  night  in  rapid  motion  borne ! 

Swift  as  they  trace  the  heaven's  wide  circling  line, 

Whirl'd  on  their  proper  axles  bright  they  fhine. 


ancient  fyflem.  To  account  for  the  appear- 
ances of  the  heavens,  the  Peripatetics  aicribed 
double  motion  to  it.  WhUe  its  infitience 
drew  the  other  orbs  from  eaft  to  weft,  they 
fuppofed  it  had  a  motion  of  its  own  from 
well  to  eaft.  To  eSeGt  this,  the  ponderous 
weight  and  interpofition  of  the  Ninth  Sphere, 
or  Chiyftalline  Heaven,  was  neceilary.  The 
ancient  Aftronomers  obferved  that  the 
liars  fhiftcd  their  places.  This  they  called 
the  motion  of  the  Chryftalline  Heaven, 
cxpreffed  by  our  Poet  at  the  rate  of  one 
pace  during  two  hundred  folar  years.  The 
famous  Arab  aftronomer  Abulhafan,  in  his 
Meadows  of  Gold,  calculates  the  revolution 
of  this  fphere  to  confift  of  49,000  of  our 
years.  But  modem  difcoveries  have  not 
only  corredled  the  calculation*,  but  have 
alfo  afcertained  the  reafon  of  the  apparent 
motion  of  the  fixt  liars.  The  earth  is  not 
a  perfe^  fphere  ;  the  quantity  of  matter  is 
greater  at  the  equator ;  hence  the  earth  turns 
on  her  axis  in  a  rocking  motion,  revolving 
round  the  axis  of  the  ecliptic,  which  is 
called  the  proceffion  of  the  equinoxes,  and 
makes  the  ftars  feem  to  fhift  their  places  at 
about  the  rate  of  a  degree  in  72  years  ;  ac- 


cording to  which  all  the  (lars  (eem  to  per- 
form one  revolution  in  the  fpace  of  25,920 
years,  after  which  they  return  exadly  to 
the  fame  fituation  as  at  the  beginning  of 
this  period.  However  imperfeft  in  their 
calculations,  the  Chaldaic  aftronomers  per- 
ceived that  the  motions  of  the  heavens  com- 
pofed  one  great  revolution.  This  they 
called  the  Jnnus  Magnus^  which  thofe  who 
did  not  underftand  them  miftook  for  a  re- 
ftoration  of  all  things  to  their  firft  originals^ 
and  that  the  world  was  at  that  penod  to 
begin  anew  in  every  refped.  Hence  the  old 
Egyptian  notion,  that  every  one  was  at  the 
ena  of  thirty-nine  thoufand  years  to  refame 
every  circumftance  of  his  prefent  life,  to  be 
exa£Uy  the  fame  in  every  contingency.  And 
hence  aKb  the  Legends  of  the  Bramins  and 
Mandarins,  their  periods  of  fifty  thouland 
years,  and  die  worlds  which  they  tell  us  are  al- 
ready paft  and  eternally  to  fucceed  each  other. 

»  Jnd  binds   the  ftarry  fphere. This 

was  called  the  Firmament  or  Eighth  Heaven. 
Saturn,  Jupiter,  Mars,  Apollo,  Venos^ 
Mercury,  and  Diana,  were  the  planets 
which  eave  name  to,  and  whofe  orbits  com- 
pofed  tne  other  fpheres  or  heavens. 


*  However  deficient  the  aflrooomy  of  Alidhafan  may  be.  It  i»  nothing  to  the  calculation  of  hia  Prophet 
Mohammed,  who  trlli  hii  difciples,  that  the  ftaxi  were  each  about  the  bigoefs  of  an  howfe,  and  hung  from  tha 
fry  on  chaina  of  gold. 

Wide 
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Wide  o'er  this  heaven  a  golden  belt  diiplays 
Twelve  various  forms  5  behold  the  glittering  blaze ! 
Through  thefe  the  fun  in  annual  journey  towers^ 
And  o'er  each  clime  their  various  tempers  pours ; 
In  gold  and  filver  of  celeil^ial  mine 
How  rich  far  round  the  conflellations  (hine ! 
Lo,  bright  emerging  o'er  the  polar  tides 
In  fliining  froft  the  northern  '  chariot  rides ; 
Mid  treafured  fnows  here  gleams  the  grifly  bear, 
And  icy  flakes  incruft  his  fhaggy  hair. 
Here  fair  Andromeda  of  heaven  beloved. 
Her  vengeful  fire,  and  by  the  gods  reproved 
Beauteous  CafEope.     Here  fierce  and  red 
Portending  ftorms  Orion  lifts  his  head ; 
And  here  the  dogs  their' raging  fury  flied. 

The  fwan,  fweet  melodift,  in  death  he  fings. 
The  milder  fwan  here  fpreads  his  filver  wings. 


'  In  Jbining  froft  the  northern  Chariot 
rides,  —  Commonly  called  Charlefwain. 
Of  Calillo,  or  the  Bear,  fee  the  note  on 
page  195.  Andromeda  was  the  daughter 
of  Cepheus,  king  of  Ethiopia,  and  of 
Cailiope.  Cafliope  boafled  that  ihe  and  her 
daughter  were  more  beautiful  than  Juno 
and  the  Nereids.  Andromeda,  to  appeafe 
the  goddefs,  was,  at  her  father's  command, 
chained  to  a  rock  to  be  devoured  hy  a  fea* 
monderj  but  was  faved  by  Perfeus,  who 
obtained  of  Jupiter  that  all  the  family 
fhould  be  placed  among  the  flars.  Orion 
was  a  hunter,  who,  for  an  attempt  on 
Diana,  was  Hung  to  death  by  a  ferpent. 
The  ftar  of  his  name  portends  tempeils, 
The  Dogs ;  Fable  gives  tiiis  honour  to  thofc 
of  different  hunters.     The  faithful  dog  of 


L  1  1 


Erigone,  however,  that  died  mad  with  grief 
for  the  death  of  his  miftxefa,  has  the  bed 
title  to  prefide  over  the  dog-days.  The 
Swan ;  that  whofe  form  Jupiter  borrowed  to 
enjoy  Leda.  The  Hare,  when  purfued  by 
Orion,  was  faved  by  Mercury,  and  placed 
in  heaven,  to  fignify  that  Mercury  prefides 
over  melancholy  dilpofitions.  The  Lyre, 
with  which  Orpheus  charmed  Pluto.  The 
Dragon  which  guarded  the  golden  apples  of 
the  Hefperides,  and  the  flup  Arfi;o,  com- 
pleat  the  number  of  the  conftellauons  men- 
tioned by  Camoens.  If  our  Author  has 
blended  the  appearances  of  heaven  with 
thofe  of  the  painted  artificial  fphere,  it  is 
in  the  manner  of  the  claflics.  Ovid,  in 
particular,  thus  defcribcs  the  heavens,  in  the 
fecond  book  of  his  Metamorphofes. 

I  Here 
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Here  Orpheus*  lyre,  the  melancholy  hare. 

And  here  the  watchful  dragon's  eye-balls  glare ; 

And  Thefcus'  fhip,  Oh,  Icfs  renown'd  than  thine. 

Shall  ever  o'er  thefe  ikies  illuftrious  {hinc. 

Beneath  this  radiant  firmament  behold 

The  various  Planets  in  their  orbits  roll'd  : 

Here  in  cold  twilight  hoary  Saturn  rides. 

Here  Jove  fhincs  mild,  here  fiery  Mars  prcfides> 

Apollo  here  enthroned  in  light  appears 

The  eye  of  heaven,  emblazer  of  the  fpheres  ; 

Beneath  him  beauteous  glows  the  Queen  of  Love, 

The  proudeft  hearts  her  facred  influence  prove  ; 

Here  Hermes  famed  for  eloquence  divine. 

And  here  Diana's  various  faces  fhine ; 

Lowcft  flie  rides,  and  through  the  (hadowy  night 

Pours  on  the  gliftening  earth  her  filver  light. 

Thefe  various  orbs,  behold,  in  various  fpecd 

Purfue  the  journeys  at  their  birth  decreed. 

Now  from  the  centre  far  impell'd  they  fly. 

Now  nearer  earth  they  fail  a  lower  iky, 

A  ihorten'd  courfe :  Such  are  their  laws  impreik 

By  God's  dread  Will,  that  Will  ■  forever  beft. 


"  Sucb  are  their  la<ws  impreft  hy  God^s 

dread  iviil Though  a  modem  narrative 

of  bawdy-houfe  adventures  by  no  means 
requires  the  fuppofition  of  a  particular  Pro- 
vidence,  that  fuppofition,  however,  is  ab- 
folutely  neceifary  to  the  grandeur  of  an 
Epic  Poem.  The  great  examples  of  Homer 
and  Virgil  prove  it;  and  Camoens  under- 
fiood  and  kit  its  force.    While  his  fleet 


combat  all  the  horrors  of  unplowed  oceans^ 
we  do  not  view  his  heroes  as  idle  wanderers ; 
the  care  of  heaven  gives  their  voyage  the 
ereateft^  importance.  When  Gama  hlls  on 
his  knees  and  fpreads  his  hands  to  heaven-on 
the  difcovery  of  India,  we  are  prefented 
with  a  figure  infinitely  more  noble  than  that 
of  the  moil  fuccefsful  Conqueror}  who  is 
fuppofed  to  zSi  under  the  influence  of  fa- 

taliim 
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The  yellow  earth,  the  centre  of  the  whole/ 
There  lordly  refts  fuftain'd  on  either  pole. 


talifm  or  chance.    The  human  mind  is  con- 
fcious  of  its  own  weaknefs.     It  expedb  an 
elevation  in  poetry,  and  demands  a  degree 
of  importance  fuperior  to  the  caprices  of 
unmeaning  accident.    The  poetical  reader 
cannot  admire  the  hero  who  is  fubjedl  to 
fuch  blind  fortuity.     He  appears  to  us  with 
an  abjei£l  uninterefting  littlenefs.     Our  po- 
etical ideas  df  permanent  greatnefs  demand 
a  Gama,  a  l^ro  whofe  enterprifes  and  whofe 
perfon  interefl  the  care  of  heaven  and  the 
happinefs  of  his  people.      Nor  mufl  this 
fuppofition  be  confined  merely  to  the  ma- 
chinery.    The  reafon  why  it  pleafes  alfb 
requires  that  the  fuppofition  ihould  be  uni- 
form throughout  the  whole  poem.     Virgil, 
by  difmiifing  Eneas  through  the  ivory  gate 
of  Elyfium,  has  hinted  that  all  his  pidlures 
of  a  future  flate  were  merely  dreams,  and 
has  thus  deftroyed  the  higheft  merit  of  the 
compliment  to  his  patron  Auguflus.     But 
Camoens  has  certainly  been  more  happy. 
A  fair  opportunity  offered  itfelf  to  indulge 
the  opinions  of  Lucretius  and  the  Academic 
Grove ;  but  Camoens,  in  afcribing  the  go- 
vernment of  the  Univerfe  to  the  Will  of 
God,  has  not  only  prefcrved  the  philofophv 
of  his  poem  perfe£Uy  uniform,  but  has  alfo 
fhewn    that  the  Peripatetic  fyftem  is,    in 
this  inftance,   exz&ly  conformable  to   the 
Newtonian.     But  this  leads  us  from  one  de- 
fence of  our  Author  to  another.     We  have 
feen  that  the  fuppofition  of  a  Providence  is 
certainly  allowable  in  a  Poet :  nor  can  we 
think  it  is  highly  to  be  blamed  even  in  a 
philofopher.      The    Principia  of  Newton 
offer,  what   fomc  perhaps  may  efteem,   a 
demonflration  of  the  truth  of  this  opinion. 
Matter  appeared  to  Sir  Ifaac  as  poffeffed  of 
no  property  but  one,   the  vh  t'ftfrtite,  or 
dead  inactivity.    Motion,  the  centripetal  and 
centrifugal  force,  appeared  therefore  to  that 
great  man,  as  added  by  the  agency  of  ibme- 
thing  diftindt  from  matter,  by  a  Being  of 
other  properties.    And  from  the  infinite  com- 
binations of  the  univerfe  united  in  one  great 
defign,    he  inferred   the  omnipotence  and 
omnifcience  of  tliat  primary  Bemg. 

If  we  admit,  and  who  can  pofiibly  deny  it, 
that  man  has  an  idea  of  right  and  wrong, 
and  a  power  of  agency  in  both,  he  is  then 
a  moral,  or  in  other  words,  a  reafonable 


agent;  a  being  placed  in  circum fiances, 
where  his  agency  is  infallibly  attended  with 
degrees  of  happinefs  or  mifery  infinitely  more 
real  and  durable  than  any  animal  fenfation. 
Now  to  fappo(e  that  the  Being  who  has 
provided  for  every  want  of  animal  nature, 
who  has  placed  even  the  meaneft  infedt  in 
its  proper  line,  and  has  rendered  every  pur- 
poie  of  its  agency  or  exiflence  complete,  to 
fuppofe  that  he  has  placed  the  infinitely 
fuperior  intelleCloat  nature  of  man  in  an 
agency  of  infinitely  greater  confequence, 
but  an  agency  of  which  he  takes  no  fuper- 

intendance to  fuppofe  this,  is  only  to 

fuppoie  that  the  Author  of  Nature  is  a  very 
imperfeA  Being.  For  no  propofition  can 
be  more  felf-evident,  than  that  an  attention 
to  the  mereft  comparative  trifles,  attended 
with  a  negle£t  of  infinitely  greater  concerns, 
implies  an  intelledual  imperfe£lion.  Yet 
ibme  philofophers,  who  tell  us  there  never 
was  an  Athiefl,  fome  who  are  not  only  in 
raptures  with  the  great  machinery  of  the 
aniverfe,  but  are  loft  isi  admiration  at  the 
admirable  adaption  of  an  oyfter-fhell  to  the 
wants  of  the  animal ;  fome  of  thefe  phi- 
lofophers,  with  the  utmoft  contempt  of  the 
contrary  opinion,  make  no  fcruple  to  ex- 
clude the  care  of  the  Deity  from  any  con- 
cern in  the  moral  world.  Dazzled,  perhaps, 
by  the  mathematics,  the  cafe  of  many  a 
feeble  intellect ;  or  bewildered  and  benight- 
ed in  metaphyfics,  the  cafe  of  many  an 
ingenious  philofopher ;  they  ere£l  a  ftandard 
of  truth  in  their  own  minds,  and  utterly 
forgetting  that  this  ftandard  muft  be  founded 
on  partial  views,  with  the  utmoft  affurance 
they  rejed  whatever  does  not  agree  with  the 
infallibility  of  their  beloved  teft.  There  is 
another  caft  of  philofophers  no  lefs  in- 
genious, whofe  mmds,  abforbed  in  the  in- 
numerable wonders  of  natural  enquiry,  can 
perceive  nothing  but  a  God  of  cockle-fhells, 
and  of  grubs  turned  into  butterflies.  With 
all  the  arrogance  of  fuperior  knowledge 
thefe  virtuon  fmile  at  the  opinion  which 
intcrefls  the  Deity  in  the  moral  happinefs  or 
mifery  of  man.  Nay,  they  will  gravely 
tell  yoQ,  that  fuch  mlfety  or  happinefs  does 
not  exift.  At  eafe  themfelvcs  in  their  elbow 
chairs,  they  cannot  conceive  there  is  fuch  a 
thing  in   tne  world  as  oppreffed  innocence 

feeling 
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The  limpid  air  enfolds  in  foft  embrace 

The  ponderous  orb,  and  brightens  o'er  her  face. 

Here  foftly  floating  o'er  th'  aerial  bluev 

Fringed  with  the  purple  and  the  golden  hue. 

The  fleecy  clouds  their  fwelling  fides  difplay ; 

From  whence  fermented  by  the  fulphrous  ray 

The  lightnings  blaze,  and  heat  fpreads  wide  and  rarej 

And  now  in  fierce  embrace  with  frozen  air. 
Their  wombs  compreft  foon  feel  parturient  throws. 
And  white  wing'd  gales  bear  wide  the  teeming  fnows. 


feeling  Its  only  coniblation  in  an  appeal  to 
heaven,  and  its  only  hope,  a  trull  in  its 
care.  Though  the  Author  of  Nature  has 
placed  man  in  a  ilate  of  moral  agency,  and 
made  his  happinefs  and  mifery  to  depend 
upon  it,  and  though  every  page  of  humioi 
hiftory  is  ftained  with  the  tears  of  injured 
innocence  and  the  triumphs  of  eoilt,  with 
miferies'  which  muft  aflfed  a  moral  <Hr  think- 
ing being,  yet  we  have  been  told,  that  God 
perceiveSi  it  not,  and  that  what  mortals 
call  moral  evil  vanifhes  from  before  his 
more  perfect  fight.  Thus  the  appeal  of  in- 
jured innocence,  and  the  tear  of  bleeding 
virtue  fall  unregarded,  unworthy  of  the  at- 
tention of  the  Deity  f.  Yet  with  what  rap- 
tures do  thefe  enlarged  virtuofi.  behold  the 
infinite  wifdom  and  care  of  their  Beelzebub, 
their  god  of  flies,  in  the  admirable  and 
various  provifion  he  has  made  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  eggs  of  vermin,  and  the 
generation  of  maggots.* 

Much  move  might  be  faid  in  proof  that 


our  Poet's  philofophy  does  not  altogether 
deferve  ridicule.  And  thofe  who  allow  a 
general,  but  deny  a  particular  Providence, 
will,  it  is  hoped,  excufe  Camoens,  on  the 
confideratlon,  that  if  we  efiinuite  a  general 
moral  providence  by  analogy  of  that  pro- 
vidence which  prefides  over  vegetable  and 
animal  nature,  a  more  particular  one  cannot 
poffibly  be  wanted.  l(  a  particular  provi- 
doDce,  however,  is  flill  denied,  another 
confideration  obtrudes  itfelf ;  if  one  pang 
of  a  moral  agent  is  unregarded,  one  tear  of 
injured  innocence  left  to  fall  unpitied  by  the 
Deity,  if  LuJit  in  bu'manis  Divium  fotentia 
reiuSf  the  confeauence  is,  that  the  human 
conception  can  form  an  idea  of  a  much 
better  God :  And  it  maymodefily  be  pre- 
fomed  we  may  hazard  the  laugh  of  the 
wifeft  philofopher,  and  without  fcruple 
afiTert,  that  it  is  impofiible  diat  a  created  mind 
ihould  conceive  an  idea  of  perfedion,  fu- 
perior  to  that  which  is  pofTeiled  by  the  Cre- 
ator and  Author  of  exilience. 


f  Perhaps,  like  Lucretiuft,  fome  philofophers  think  thit  'would  be  too  much  tronhle  to  the  Deity. 
But  the  ide«  of  trouble  to  the  Divine  Nature,  is  much  the  fame  as  another  argument  of  the  fame  philolb- 
pher,  who  havins;  aflerted,  that  before  the  creation  the  gods  could  not  know  whit  feed  would  prod uce^ 
from  thence  wifely  concludes,  that  the  world  was  made  bjr  chance. 

*  Ray,  in  hik  wtfdom  of  God  in  the  creation,  (though  he  did  not  deny  the  moral  providence)  has 
canied  this  extravagance  to  the  higheA  pitch.  "  To  give  life,  fays  he,  is  the  intention  of  the  creation  j  and 
how  wonderful  does  the  goodnefs  of  God  appear  in  this,  that  the  death  and  putrefaAioo  of  one  ani- 
mal is  the  life  of  thoufands.'*  So  the  mifery  of  a  fainily  on  the  death  of  a  parent  is  nothing,  for  ten 
thcufand  maga^ots  are  made  happy  by  it.  ■■■■Obi  Philpfopby,  when  wilt  thou  forget  the  dreams  of  thy 
jQ umbers  in  Bedlam  ! 

Thus 
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Thus  cold  and  beat  their  warring  empires  hold, 
Averfe  yet  mingling,  each  by  each  controuFd, 
The  higheft  air  and  ocean's  bed  they  pierce,  , 
And  earth's  dark  centre  feek  their  ftruggles  fierce. 

The  feat  of  Man,  the  Earth's  fair  breaft,  behold  ; 
Here  wood-crown'd  iflands  wave  their  locks  of  gold. 
Here  fpread  wide  continents  their  boibms  green. 
And  hoary  ocean  heaves  his  breaft  between. 
Yet  not  th'  inconftant  ocean's  furious  tide 
May  fix  the  dreadful  bounds  of  human  pride. 
What  madning  feas  between  thefe  nations  roar ! 
Yet  Lufus'  race  (hall  vifit  every  ihore. 
What  thoufand  tribes  whom  various  cuftoms  fway. 

And  various  rites,  thefe  countlefs  fhores  difplay ! 
Queen  of  the  world  fupreme  in  fhining  arm^, 

Hcr's  every  art,  and  her's  all  wifdom's  charms. 
Each  nation's  tribute  round  her  foot-ftool  ipread. 
Here  Chriftian  Europe  "  lifts  the  regal  head. 
Afric  •  behold,  alas,  what  alter'd  view ! 
Her  lands  uncultured,  and  her  fons  untrue ; 
Ungraced  with  all  that  fweetens  hunian  life. 
Savage  and  fierce  they  roam  in  brutal  ftrife ; 

"  Here  Chriftian  Europi^^^-^Fer  Europa  pi^urefque  deiciiption.  of  Africa  is  finely   . 

C^r///iff.— -As  Europe  is  already  dcfcribcd  contrafted  with  the  chara£ier  of  Europe. 

in  the  Third  Lufiad,  this  (hort  account  of  It  contains  alfo  a  maflerly  compliment  to 

it  has  as  great  propriety,  as  the  manner  of  the  expedition  of  Gama,  which  is  all  along 

it  contains  dignity.  reprefented  as  the  harbinger  and  diffufer  of 

^  Jfrk  beboU.'^Tlis  jufl  and  firongly  the  bleflin^  of .  civilization. 

Eager 
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Eager  they  grafp  the  gifts  which  culture  yields^ 

Yet  naked  roam  their  own  neglefted  fields. 

Lo,  here  enrich'd  with  hills  of  golden  ore, 

Monomotapa*s  empire  hems  the  fliore. 

Where  round  the  Cape,  great  Afric's  dreadful  bound 

Array'd  in  ftorm«,  by  You  firft  compafs'd  round ; 

Unnumbered  tribes  as  beftial  grazers  ftray. 

By  laws  unformed,  unform'd  by  reafon's  fway : 

Far  inward  ftretch  the  mournful  fteril  dales. 

Where  on  the  parch'd  hill  fide  pale  Famine  wails. 

On  gold  in  vain  the  naked  favage  treads ; 

Low  clay  built  huts,  behold,  and  reedy  (beds. 

Their  dreary  towns.     Gonfalo's  '  zeal  fhall  glow 

To  thefe  dark  minds  the  path  of  light  to  fhew : 

His  toils  to  humanize  the  barbarous  mind 

Shall  with  the  martyr's  palms  his  holy  temples  bind. 

Great  Naya  '  too  Aall  glorious  here  difplay 

His  God's  dread  mights  Behold,  in  black  array. 

Numerous  and  thick  a«  when  in  evil  hour. 

The  feathered  race  whole  harveft  fields  devour. 

So  thick,  fo  numerous  round  Sofala's  towers 

Her  barbarous  hords  remoteft  Afric  pours. 


P  Gon/afo*s  zeat  Jhall  ^/mv.— — Gonfalo 
de  Sylveyra,  a  Portuguefc  Jefuit,  in  1555 
failed  from  Lifbon  on  a  miiTion  to  Mono- 
motapa.  His  labours  were  at  firft  fucccfs* 
ful ;  but  ere  he  efFeded  any  regular  efta- 
blilhnient  he  was  murdered  by  the  Barbarians. 

Caftera  abridf^ed, 

<K  Great  Naja  too. "  Don  Pedro  dc 

Naya  .  •  •  •  .^    Ixr  1505  he  eredled  a  fort  in 


the  kingdom  of  Sofala,  which  is  fubjeA  to 
Monomotapa.  Six  thoufand  Moors  and 
Cafres  laid  feige  to  this  garrifon,  which  he 
defended  with  only  thirty-five  men.  After 
having  feveral  times  fufFered  by  unexpedled 
fallies,  the  Barbarians  fled,  exclaiming  to 
their  king  that  he  had  led  them  to  fight 
againft  God."  Cafitra  abridged. 


In 
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In  vain;  Heaven's  vengeance  on  their  fouls  impreft. 
They  fly,  v^ide  fcattcr'd  as  the  driving  mifl:, 
Lo,  Quama  there,  and  there  the  fertile  Nile, 
Curfl  with  that  gorging  fiend  the  chrocodile. 
Wind  their  long  way  :  The  parent  lake  behold. 
Great  Nilus'  fount,  unfeen,  unknown  of  old. 
From  whence  difFufing  plenty  as  he  glides. 
Wide  Abyflinia's  realm  the  ftream  divides* 
In  Abyflinia  '  heaven's  own  altars  blaze. 
And  hallowed  anthems  chant  Mefliah's  praife. 
In  Nile's  wide  breaft  the  ifle  of  Meroe  fee ! 
Near  thefe  rude  fhores  an  Hero  fprung  from  thee. 
Thy  fon,  "  brave  Gam  a,  fhall  his  lineage  fliew 
In  glorious  triumphs  o'er  the  Turkifh  foe. 
There  by  the  rapid  Ob,  her  friendly  breafl 
Melinda  fpreads,  thy  place  of  grateful  reft. 

^  In  Jbyjfinia  heaven^ s  onvn  altars  h!aiu.  of  Sheba,    and   encreafed   with   all  thofe 

*— Chiiflianity  was  planted  here  in  the  writings,  of  which  we  have  either  pofTeilion 

firft  century,   but  mixed  with  many  Jcwifli  or  only  the  names.     The  works  of  Noah, 

rites  unufed  by  other  Chriflians  of  the  Bail.  and  the  le£lures  on  the  mathematics  which 

This  appears  to  give  fome  countenance  to  Abraham  read  in  the  plains  of  Mamre,  are 

the   pretenfions  of  their  Emperors,    who  here.     And  fo  many  are  the  volumes,  that 

claim  their  defcent  from  Solomon  and  the  200  monks  are  employed  as  librarians.    It 

queen  of  Sheba,  and  at  lead  reminds  us  of  is  needlefs  to  add,  that  Father  Urreta  is  a 

Ads  8.  27.    where  we  are  told,    that  the  fecond  Sir  John  Mandevylle. 

Treafurer  of  the  queen  of  Ethiopia  came  to  *  Thy  fon^  brave  Gama. When  Don 

worfhip  at  Jerufalem.     Innumerable  monaf-  Stephen  de  Gama  y/zs  governor  of  India, 

teries,  we  are  told,  are  in  this  country.    But  the  Chriflian  Emperor  and  Emprefs-mother 

the  clergy  are  very  ignorant,  and  the  laity  of  Ethiopia,  folicited  the  alTiftance  of  the 

grofs  barbarians.    Much  has  been  faid  oif  Portuguese  again d  the  ufurpations  of  the 

the  hill  Amara,  Pagan  king  of  Zeyla.     Don  Stephen  fent 

.,    ^    ,.        ,  .   .-            ,  his  brother  Don  Chriftoval  with  coo  men. 

^f  ibmc  ^fl^'^'lY         ^       '^^^  prodigies  of  their  valour  aftonilhcd  the 

True  pZJik'  umkT  the  Ethiop  line  Ethiopians.     But  after  having  twice   de- 

By  Nilus  head,  inclofed  with  fhining  rotk,  "^^^^  '**«  Tyrant,  and  reduced  his  great 

A  whole  day's  journey  high Milton.  army  to  the  laft  extremity,  Don  Chriftoval, 

urged  too  far   by  the  impetuofity  of   his 

and  where,  according  to  Urreta,  a  Spanifti  youthful  valour,  was  taken  prifoner.     He 

Jefuit,  13  the  library  founded  by  the  qur^n  was  brought  before  the  Ufurpcr,  and  put  to 
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Cape  Aromata  there  the  gulph  defends. 
Where  by  the  Red  Sea  wave  great  Afric  ends* 
Illuftrious  Suez,  feat  of  heroes  old. 
Famed  Hierapolis,  high-tower'd,  beholds 
Here  Egypt's  Ihelter'd  fleets  at  anchor  ride. 
And  hence  in  fquadrons  fweep  the  eaftern  tide. 
And  lo,  the  waves  that  aw'd  by  Mofes'  rod. 
While  the  dry  bottom  Ifracl's  armies  trod. 
On  either  hand  roU'd  back  their  frothy  might. 
And  ftood  like  hoary  rocks  in  cloudy  height. 
Here  Afia,  rich  in  every  precious  mine, 
In  realms  immenfe,  begins  her  weftern  line. 

Sinai  behold,  whofe  trembling  cliffs  of  yore 
In  fire  and  darknefs,  deep  pavilion'd,  bore 
The  Hebrews'  God,  while  day  with  awful  brow 
Gleam'd  pale  on  Ifrael's  wandering  tents  below. 
The  pilgrim  now  the  lonely  hill  alcends. 
And  when  the  evening  raven  homeward  bends. 
Before  the  Virgin-Martyr's  *  tomb  he  pays 
His  mournful  vefpers  and  his  vows  of  praife. 


death  In  the  moft  cruel  manner.  Waxed 
threads  were  twilled  wi^  his  beard  and  after- 
>vards  fet  on  fire.  He  was  then  dipped  in 
boiling  wax,  and  at  laft  beheaded  by  the 
hand  of  the  Tyrant.  The  Portaguefe  efteem 
him  a  martyr,  and  fay  that  his  torments  and 
death  were  inflidled  becaufe  he  would  not 
renounce  the  Faith.     See  Fan  a  y  Sou/a, 

'  Before  the  Firgin-Martyr^s  tomb.         He 
snuft  be  a  dull  Reader  indeed  who  cannot 
perceive  and  reliih  the  amazing  variety  which' 
prevails  in  our  poet.     In  every  page  it  ap- 
{>ears.    In  the  mfiorical  narrative  of  \var^ 


where  it  is  moft  neceflary,  yet  fit>io  the 
famenefs  of  the  fobjedt,  moft  difficult  to 
attain,  our  author  always  attains  it  with 
the  moft  graceful  eafe.  In  the  defcription 
of  countries  he  not  only  follows  the  manner 
of  Homer  and.  Virgil,  not  only  diftinguiihes 
each  reeion  by  its  moft  ftriking  charac- 
teriftic,  but  he  alfo  diverlifics  his  geography 
with  other  incidents  introduced  by  tte 
mention  of  the  place.  St.  Catherine,  Vir- 
gin and  Martyr,  according  to  Ronuih  hif* 
tories,  was  buried  on  Sinai,  and  a  chapel 
ereded  over  b«x  grave» 
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Gidda  behold,  and  Aden's  parchM  domain 

Girt  by  Arzira's  rock,  where  never  rain 

Yet  fell  from  heaven ;  where  never  from  the  dale 

The  chryftal  rivulet  murmured  to  the  vale. 

The  three  Arabias  here  their  breafts  unfold. 

Here  breathing  incenfe,  here  a  rocky  wold ; 

O'er  Dofar's  plain  the  richeft  incenfe  breathes. 

That  round  the  facred  (hrine  its  vaJ>our  wreathes  ; 

« 
Here  the  proud  war-fteed  glories  in  his  force. 

As  fleeter  than  the  gale  he  holds  the  courfe. 
Here,  with  his  fpoufe  and  houfhold  lodged  in  wains. 
The  Arab's  camp  (hifts  wandering  o'er  the  plains. 
The  merchant's  dread,  what  time  from  eaftern  foil 
His  burthen'd  camels  feek  the  land  of  Nile. 
Here  Rofalgate  and  Farthac  ftretch  their  arms. 
And  point  to  Ormu:^,  famed  for  war's  alarms  ; 
Ormuz,  decreed  full  oft  to  quake  with  dread 
Beneath  the  Lufian  heroes'  hoftile  tread. 
Shall  fee  the  Turkifli  moons  with  flaughter  gor'd 
Shrink  from  the  lightning  of  De  Branco's  ^  fword. 
There  on  the  gulph  that  laves  the  Perfian  fliore. 
Far  through  the  furges  bends  Cape  Afabore. 
There  Barem's  *  ifle ;  her  rocks  with  diamonds  blaze. 
And  emulate  Aurora's  glittering  rays. 

w  _ —  Dg  Branco^s  /word, — Don  Pedro  «   Here  Sarem^s  ifle  The  ifland  of 

de  Ckflel-Branco.  He  obtained  a  great  Barem  is  fituated  in  the  Perfian  gulph,  near 
vidtory,  near  Qnhuz,  over  the  combined  the  influx  of  the  Euphrates  and  Tygris.  It 
fleets  of  the  Moors,  Turks,  and  Perfians.  i^  celebrated  for  the  plenty,  vanety  and 

Bnenefs  of  its  diaxnonds* 
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From  Barem's  (hore  Euphrates'  flood  is  feen. 
And  Tygris'  waters,  through  the  waves  of  green 
In  yellowy  currents  many  a  league  extend. 

As  with  the  darker  waves  averfe  they  blend. 

Lo,  Periia  there  her  empire  wide  unfolds! 

In  tented  camp  his  Aate  the  monarch  holds  : 

Her  warrior  fons  difdain  the  arms  of  '  fire. 

And  with  the  pointed  fleel  to  fame  afpire ; 

Their  fpringy  fhoulders  ftretching  to  the  blow. 

Their  fweepy  fabres  hew  the  fhrieking  foe. 

There  Gerum's  ille  the  hoary  ruin  *  wears 

Where  Time  has  trod  :  there  fhall  the  dreadful  fpears 

Of  Soufa  and  Menezes  ftrew  the  fhore 

With  Perfian  fabres,  and  embathe  with  gore. 

Carpella's  cape,  and  fad  Carmania's  fh-and, 

There  parch'd  and  bare  their  dreary  waftes  expand. 

A  fairer  landfcape  here  delights  the  view ; 

From  thefe  green  hills  beneath  the  clouds  of  blue. 

The  Indus  and  the  Ganges  roll  the  wave. 

And  many  a  frailing  field  propitious  lave. 


y  Her  tvarrior  fins  difdoiu  tbi  arms  of 

Jin, Thifl  was  the  character  of  the  Pcr- 

fians  when  Gama  arrived  in  the  Eafl.  Yet 
though  they  thought  it  difhoiiourable  to  ufe 
the  mnfkety  they  efteemed  it  no  difgrace  to 
ruih  from  a  thicket  on  an  unarmed  foe. 
This  reminds  one  of  the  fpirit  of  the' old 
romance.  Orlando  having  taken  the  firft 
invented  cannon  from  the  king  of  Friza, 
throws  it  into  the  Tea  with  the  moft  h.eroic 
execrations.     Yet  the  heroes  of  chivalry 

it  00  difgrace  tp  ^9  cv^  advaa- 


tage  afforded  by  invulnerable  hides,   and 
inchanted  armour. 

*  There  Gerunds  ijle  the  hoary  ruin  weari^ 
JVhere  Time  has  /rtfi/. -^— Prefuming  on  the 
ruins  which  are  found  on  this  ifland,  the 
natives  pretend  that  the  Armuada  of  Pliny 
and  Strabo  was  here  fituated.  But  this  is  a 
miilake,  for  that  dty  flood  on  the  conti- 
nent. The  Moors,  however,  have  built  a 
city  in  (his  ifle,  which  they  call  by  die 
aapent  i)aiDe» 

Luxurious 
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Luxurious  here  Ulcinda's  harvefts  fmile. 
And  here^  difdainful  of  the  feaman's  toil^ 
The  whirling  tides  of  Jaquet  furious  roar  i 
Alike  their  rage  when  fwelling  to  the  (hore. 
Or  tumbling  backward  to  the  deep,  they  force 
The  boiling  fury  of  their  gulphy  courfe : 
Againft  their  headlong  rage  nor  oars  nor  fails^ 
The  ftemming  prow  alone,  hard  toiled,  prevails. 
Cambaya  here  begins  her  wide  domain ; 
A  thoufand  cities  here  fhall  own  the  reign 
Of  Lilboa's  raonarchs  :  He  who  firft  fhall  crown 
Thy  ^  labours.  Gam  a,  here  fliall  boaft  his  own^ 
The  lengthening  fea  that  wafhes  India's  ftrand  * 
And  laves  the  cape  that  points  to  Ceylon's  land, 
(The  Taprobanian  iflc,  renown'd  of  yore) 
Shall  fee  his  enfigns  blaze  from  fhore  to  ibpre. 
Behold  how  many  a  realm  array'd  in  green 

■ 

The  Ganges'  fhore  and  Indus'  bank  between ! 

Here  tribes  unnumber'd  and  of  various  lore 

With  woeful  penance  fiend-like  fhapes  adore ; 

Some  Macon's  ^  orgies,  all  confefs  the  fway 

Of  rites  that  fhun,  like  trembling  ghofls,  the  day. 

Narfinga's  fair  domain  behold  i  of  yore 

Here  fhone  the  gilded  towers  of  Meliapore* 

^  Hi  nvhQ  firft  fliall  crot(m  thy  lahntrt^  *  Somt  Maco^s  ^rgies.^^hl^coKk^  aiMUae^ 

OaflBtf.-"-— Pedro  de  Cabnd,  of  wh^m  fee      of  Meocs,  the  birth  place  of  Mohanuned^ 
^e  preface* 

Here. 


45^ 


THE       LUSIAD. 


Book  X. 


Here  India's  angels  weeping  o'er  ^  the  tdmb 
Where  Thomas  fleeps,  implore  the  day  to  come. 


'■■  ■  thi  tomb  twben  Thomas  JUips. 
-There  are,  to  talk  in  the  Indian  ftyle, 
A  caft  of  gentleman,  whofe  hearts  are^  all 
idipardality  and  candour  to  every  religion^ 
•except  one,  the  moft  moral  one  which  ever 
the  world  heard.  A  tale  of  a  Bramin  or  a 
prieU:  of  Jupiter  would  to  them  appear 
worthy  of  poetry.  But  to  introduce  an 
Apoftle ——Common  fenfe,  however,  will 
prevail;  and  the  epUbde.of  St.  Thomas 
will  appear  to  the  true  Critic  equal  in  dig*- 
aity  and  propriety.    Inpiopriety,  for 

To  renew  and  conipleat  the  labours  of 
the  Apoille,  the  meflenger  of  heaven,  is 
the  great  defign  of  the  hero  of  the  poem, 
and  of  the  future  mii&ons  in  coniequence  of 
the  difcoveries  which  are  the  fubje6l  of  it. 

The  Chrifttans  jof  Sf.  Thomas,  found  in 
Malabar  on  the  anival*\)f  Gama,  we  have 
already  mentioned,  p.  49.  but  fome  farther 
account  of  the  fubje^  will  certainly  be 
agreeable  to  the  curious.  The  Jefui^  mill- 
ion aries  iiave  given  mod  pompous  accounts 
of  the  Chriftian  antiquities  of  India  and 
China.  When  the  Portuguefe  arrived  in 
India,  the  head  of  the  Malabar  ChrifKans, 
joa^ed  Jacob,  fliled  himfelf  Mbtrapolitaa 
of  India  and  China.  And  a  Chaldaic  bre- 
viary *  of  the  Indian  Chriflians  offers  praife 
to  God  for  fending  St.  Thomas  to  India 
and  China.  In  1625,  in  digging  for  a 
foundation  near  Siganfu^  metropolis  of  the 
province  of  Xenfi^  was  fiumd  a  ftoae  with  a 
crofs  on  it,  full  of  Chinefe,  and  ibme  Syriac 
charaAers,  containing  the  names  of  bifhops« 
and  an  account  of  the  Chndian  religioa« 
that  it  was  brought  from  Judea ;  that 
having  been  weakened,  it  was  renewed 
under  the  reign  of  the  great  Taw,"  {pr, 
A.  D.  630.)  But  tkft.  ChriAians,  fa)i  the 
Jefttits,  iiding  with  the  Tartars,  dr.  AsD, 
1 200,  were  extirpated  by  the  Chinefe.  In 
1543,  Fernand  PintOj  obferving  fome  ruins 
near  Peking,  was  told  by  the  people,  that 
aoo  years  before,  a  holy  man,  who  worfhip* 
ed  Jefus  Chrifl,  born  of  a  Virgin,  lived 
ttiere;   and  being  murderod,  w^  throwa 


« 


«< 
«( 


into  a  river,  bat  his  body  would  not  fink  % 
and  foon  j^ter  the  city  war  deftroyed  by 
earthquake.  The  iame  Jefuit  found  people 
at  Caminam  who  knew  the  dodrines  of 
Chriftianity,  which  they  faid  was  preached 
to  their  fathers  by  John  th«  dildple  of 
Thomas.  In  1635,  fome  heathens  by  night 
paffing  through  a  village  in  the  province  of 
Fokien  faw  fome  flones  which  emitted  light, 
nnder  which  were  found  the  figure  of 
crofFes.  From  China  St.  Thomas  returned 
to  MeHapore  in  Malabar,  at  a  time  whea 
a  prodigious  beam  of  timber  floated  on  the 
iea  near  the  coafl.  The  king  endeavonred 
to  bring  it  afhore,  but  all  the  force  of  mea 
and  elephants  was.  in  vain.  St.  Thomaa 
deflred  leave  to  build  a  church  with  it,  and 
immediately  dragged  it  to  fhore  with  a 
fingle  thread.  A  church  was  built,  and 
the  king  baptized.  This  enraged  the  Bra- 
mins,  ^e  chief  of  whom  kilkd  his  own 
fon,  and  accufed  Thomas  of  the  murder.  But 
the  Sainty  by  reflorine  the  youth  to  lile^ 
difcovered  the  wickeonefs  of^.his  enemies. 
He  was  aftcq-wards  killed  by  a  lance  while 
kneeling  at  the  altar ;  after,  according  to 
tradition,  he  lad  bttik  3300  ftately  churdies» 
many  of  which  were  rebuilt,  cir.  800,  by 
an  Armenian,  named  Thomas  Cananeus. 
In  1523,  the  body  of  the  Apoflle,  with 
the  head  of  the  lanqe  befide  him,  was  found 
in  his  church  by  D,  Duarte  de  Menefes ; 
and  in  1558  was  by  D^  Conllantine  de  Bra^ 
ganza  removed  to  Gosi  To  thefe  accounts, 
iele£led  from  Farla  y  Boufa^  let  two  from 
OTorius  be  add^  When  Martin  Alonzo 
de  Souza  was  viceroy^  fome  brazen  tables 
¥fere  brought  to  him,  infcribed  with  un«- 
lifual  characters,  which  were  explained  by  a 
^araied'  Jew,  and  imported  that  St.  Thomas 
had  buiit  a  church  in  MeHapore.  And  by 
an  account  fent  to  Cardinal  H^rico,  by  the, 
Bp.  of  Cochin,  in  156^,  when  the  Porto- 

fiefe  repaired  the  ancient  chapel  of  St. 
homas,  f  there  was  found  a  fione  crofs  with 
feveral  charadlers  on  it,  which  the  befl  an- 
tiquarians could  not  interprets  till  at  \»Sl  a 

Bramia 


*  The  eziftcnce  of  tbSs  breviary  is  a  certain  fa£t.  Thefe  ChrifHans  had  the  Scripture  aUb  in  the  Chaldaic 
languaee^ 

fiThit  was  a  very  ancient  building,  in  the  very  firfl  (lyle  of  ChrilUan  churchsi*  The  Portusode  hare 
gipm  disfigured  it  with  their  repairs  and  new  buildisga* 
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The  day  foretold  when  India's  utmoft  fhorc 
Again  fhall  hear  MefTi'ah's  blilsfal  lore. 
By  Indus'  banks  the  holy  Prophet  trod^ 
And  Ganges  heard  him  preach  the  Saviour-God ; 
Where  pale  difeafe  erewhile  the  cheek  confumcd. 
Health  at  his  word  in  ruddy  fragrance  bloom'd ; 
The  grave's  dark  womb  his  awful  voice  obey'd. 
And  to  the  cheerful  day  reftored  the  dead ; 
By  heavenly  power  he  rear'd  the  facrcd  fhrine. 
And  gain'd  the  nations  by  his  life  divine. 
The  priefts  of  Brahma's  hidden  rites  beheld. 
And  envy's  bittereft  gall  their  bofoms  fwell'd, 
A  thoufand  deathful  fnares  in  vain  they  fpread  \ 
When  now  the  Chief  that  wore  the  Triple  •  Thread, 


Braihin  tranilated  it,  "  That  in  the  reign 
of  Saganiy  Thomas  was  fent  by  the  Son  of 
Gody  whofe  difciple  he  was,  to  teach  the  law 
of  heaven  in  India ;  that  he  built  a  church, 
and  was  killed  by  a  Bramin  at  the  altar." 

A  view  of  Portuguefe  Afia,  which  maft 
include  the  labours  of  the  Jefuits,  forms  a 
neceifary  part  in  the  comment  on  the  Luiiad : 
This  note,  therefore,  and  fbme  obvious  re- 
fledUons  upon  it,  are  in  place.  It  is  as  eafy 
to  bory  an  infcription  and  find  it  again,  as 
it  is  to  invent  a  filly  tale  5  but  though  fuf- 
picion  of  fraud  on  the  one  hand,  and  filly 
abfurdity  on  the  other,  lead  us  to  defpife 
die  authority  of  the  Jefuits,  yet  one  izBi 
remains  indifpntable.  Chriilianity  had 
been  much  better  known  in  the  Eaft,  feveral 
centuries  before,  than  it  was  at  the  arrival 
of  Gama.  Where  the  name  was  unknown, 
and  where  the  Jefuits  were  unconcerned, 
crofiTes  were  found.  The  long  exiftence  of 
the  ChrifUans  of  St.  Thomas  in  the  midft 
of  a  vaU  Pagan  empire,  proves  that  the 
learned  of  uat  empire  muft  have  fome 
Iq^owledge  of  their  doctrines.    And  tbefe 


fa£b  give  countenance  to  fome  material 
conjectures  concerning  the  religion  of  the 
Bramins.  For  thefe  we  ihall  give  fcope 
immediately. 

*  When  ttotv  the  Chief  ^wbo  nvon  tbi  Tripli 
yi&rMi/.— — Of  this,  thus  Oforius  ;  •'  Tema 
fila  ah  humero  dextero  in  laius  Jinifirum  ge^ 
runty  ut  defignent  trinam  in  natura  di*vina 
TtLtionim*^  They  [the  Bramins)  wear  three 
threads,  which  reach  fro;n  the  right 
fhoulder  to  the  left  fide,  as  fignificant  of 
the  trinal  diftin£don  in  the  Divine  Nature.^ 
That  fome  fe£b  of  the  Bramins  wear  a  fym-' 
bolical  TefiTera  of  three  threads,  is  acknow- 
ledged on  all  hands ;  but  from  whatever 
the  cuftom  arofe,  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed 
that  the  Bramins,  who  have  thoufands  of 
ridiculous  contra(U£lory  legends,  fhould  a- 

free  in  their  accounts  or  explanations  of  it. 
aria  fays,  that  according  to  the  facred 
books  of  the  Malabrians,  the  religion  of 
the  Bramins  proceeded  from  fifliermen,  who 
left  the  charge  of  the  temples  to  their  fuc- 
cefiTors,  on  condition  they  (hould  wear  fom^ 
threads  of  their  nets,  in  remembrance,  of 

Uieii 
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Fired  by  the  rage  that  gnaws  the  confcious  breail: 
Of  holy  fraud,  when  worth  fhines  forth  confcft. 


their  original.  They  have  various  accounts 
of  a  Divine  Peribn  having  afTnmed  human 
nature.  And  the  God  Brahma,  as  obierved 
by  Cudworthy  is  generally  mentioned  as 
united  in  the  government  of  the  univerfe 
with  two  others,  fometimes  of  different 
names.  They  have  al(b  images  with  three 
heads  rifmg  out  of  on^  body,  which  they 
fay  reprefent  the  Divine  Nature*.  But  are 
there  any  traces  of  thefe  opinions  in  the 
accounts  which  the  Greek  an^  Roman  writers 
have  given  us  of  the  Bramins  f  And  will  the 
wife  pay  any  credit  to  the  authority  of  thofe 
books  which  the  public  never  faw,  and 
which,  by  the  obligation  of  their  keepers, 
they  are  never  to  fee  }  and  fbme  of  which, 
by  the  confeffion  of  their  keepers,  fince  the 
appearance  of  Mohammed,  have  been  re- 
jefted  ?  The  Platonic  idea  of  a  trinity  of 
^divine  attributes  was  well  known  to  the 
ancients,  yet  perhaps  the  Athanaiian  con- 
troverfy  offers  a  fairer  field  to  the  conjec- 
turiil.  That  controverfy  for  feveral  ages 
engrofied  the  converfation  of  the  Eaft.  All 
the  fubtilty  of  the  Greeks  was  called  forth, 
and  no  fpeculative  conteft  was  ever  more 
univerfally  or  warmly  difputed ;  Co  warmly, 
that  it  is  a  certain  fad  that  Mohammed,  by 
inferting  into  his  Koran  fome  declarations 
in  favour  of  the  Arians,  gained  innumerable 
profelytes  to  his  new  relieion.  AbyfTmia, 
Egypt,  Syrii,  Perfia,  and  Armenia,  were 
perplexed  with  this  unhappy  difpute,  and  from 
the  eariieft  times  thefe  countries  have  had  a 
commercial  intercourfe  with  India.  The 
ntmber,  blafphemy,  and  abfurdity  of  the 
Jewilh  legends  of  the  Talmuds  and  Tar- 

fums,  bear  a  ftriking  refemblance  to  the 
oly  legends  of  the  Bramins.  The  Jews 
alfb  afTcrt  the  great  antiquity  of  their  Tal- 
mudical  legends.  Adam,  Enoch  and  Noah 
are  named  among  their  authors ;  but  we 
know  their  date  ;  Jerufalem,  ere  their  birth, 
was  dellroyed  by  Titus.    We  alio  know  that 


the  accounts  which  the  Greek  writers  gi«& 
of  the  Bramins  fidl  infinitely  (hort  of  thofe 
extravagancies  which  are  confefled  even  by 
their  modem-  admirers.  And  Mohamme- 
difm  is  not  more  different  from  ChriiHanity, 
than  the  account  which  even  thefe  gentle- 
men give,  is  from  that  of  Porphyry.  That 
iaborious  philofbpher,  though  pofilefled  of 
all  the  knowledge  of  his  age,  though  he 
mentions  their  metempficofis  and  penances, 
has  not  a  word  of  any  of  their  idols,  or  the 
legends  of  Brahma  or  his  brothers.  On 
the  contrary  he  reprefents  their  worfhip-  as 
extremely  pure  and  fimple.  Strabo's  ac- 
count of  them  is  fimiiar.  And  Eufebins 
has  afiiired  us  they  worfhipped  no  images  f. 
Yet  on  the  arrival  of  the  modem  Europeans 
in  India,  innumerable  were  their  idols,  and 
all  the  fuperftition  of  ancient  Egypt  in  the 
adoration  of  animals  and  vegetables,  ieemed 
more  than  revived  by  the  Bramins.  Who 
that  confiders  this  flriking  alteration  in  their 
features,  can  withhold  his  contempt  when 
he  is  told  of  the  religious  care  with  which 
thefe  philofophers  have  thefe  four  thoufand 
years  preferved  their  facred  rites  :  An  ab- 
furdity only  equal  to  that  of  thofe  who  tell 
tts  that  God  inflra£led  Adam  in  the  myf- 
teries  of  free  maibnry,  and  that  Noah  every 
new  ^oon  held  a  mafon*s  lodge  in  the  ark. 
Ignorant  or  unmindful  of  what  the  Greeks 
and  Romans  have  related  of  the  Bramins, 
and  unacquainted  with  the  refpeflable  au- 
thorities of  many  modem  travellers,  {bme 
gentlemen  have  lately  affumed  to  themfelves 
the  only  knowledge  of  the  true  dodrines  of 
the  Eaft.  Other  Enquirers,  and  their 
means  of  intelligence,  have  been  com- 
pared to  an  Indian  receiving  his  know- 
ledge of  Chriflianity  from  a  London  car- 
man. Yet  alas,  duped  by  the  converfation  of 
a  learned  Bramin,  an  adept  in  Jefnitifnri, 
who  is  fure  to  give  an  intelligent  fb-angcr 
the  moil  gloffing  account,  and  not  only  thus 

duped 


*  To  fheie  unfloubred  (a€tt  the  autfior  will  oet  add  the  anthority  of  a  Xavier,  who  tells  as,  that  he  prevailed 
«poo  a  Dr«min  to  expiain  to  him  fome  part  of  their  bidden  religion  j  when  to  hia  furprize,  the  Indian,  in  a  low 
jvoice,.  repfared  the  Ten  Commandments. 

^»t/car>,  ^M^onuvjif,  OTTE   50ANA  XEBONTAI * 
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Hell  he  invokes,  nor  hell  in  vain  he  fues ; 
His  Ton's  life-gore  his  withered  hands  imjirews ; 
Then  bold  aiTuming  the  vindiftive  ire. 
And  all  the  paflioQS  of  the  woful  (irei 


ignonmt  and  dupedi  but  ^ITo  ftnongly  dne* 
tSred  with  the  zeal  of  tnthofiafin  for  dieir 
beloTed  re&arches,  more  than  one  of  thefe 
gentlemen   have,  oontnulided  each  other, 
and  have  gravely  pronounced,  that  ev^ 
account    of  the  Bramins,    prior   to    his, 
was  grofsly  erroneous,  and  uiat  he  himfelf 
has  enjoyed  the  Only  means  of  knowled^y 
the  fnendfhip  and  inftrudion  of  an  Indian 
philofopher-—    But  let  thefe  genttonen 
read,  and  be  modeH ;   let  'them  learn  to 
excufe  thofe  who  cannot  fo  warmly  admire 
the  wifdom  of  India  ;  and  let  them  confider 
how  complete  is  the  ridicule,  when,  on  pub- 
lifhing  their  difcoveries  in  England,  they 
are  obliged  to  confefs  that  they  entirely 
difagree  with  each  other,  though  each  oon- 
fidently  boafts  the  in&llibility  of  his  learned 
and  honeft  Bramin— But  the  whole  of 
the  matter   appears   plainlv  to  be  this; 
The    philofopny  and   mytnoWy    of  the 
Sramins  form  fuch  a  boimdlels  chaos  of 
confufion  and  oontradidions,  that  no  two  of 
thefe  phiioibphers,  unacquainted  with  ^ch 
other,  can  poilibly  give  the  fame  or  a  eon- 
fillent  account  of  their  tenets :  And  when- 
tver  one  of  fuperior  ingenuity  vamps  up  a 
£ne  philoibphical  theory  out  of  the  oriemal 
mafs,  another,  perhaps  equally  ingenious, 
puts  one  in  mind  of  the  fpider  in  Swift's 
oattle  of  the  books,  when  the  bee  had  de- 
ftroyed  her  web.     "  A  plague  fplit  you, 
^(quoth  the  fpider)  for  a  giddy  whorefon,  is 
it  you,  with  a  vengeance,  have  made  all 

this  litter and  do  you  think  I  have 

nothing  elfe  to  do,  in  the  devil's  name,  but 

to  mend  and  repair  after  your  a ?"    In 

this  ftrain,  verily,  may  the  Bramins  of  fome 
modem  difcoverers  exclaim  to  each  other. 
In  the  diifertation  on  the  religion  of  the 
Bramin^,  (Lufiad  VII.)  feveral  fpecimens 
of  their  legends  are  already  given.  The 
.Trandator,  however,  is  tempted  to  add 
another,  from  Faria's  account  of  the  facred 
books  of  the  Malabrians,    They  hold  an 


eternal  fucceffion  of  worlds,  each  to  take'^ 
place  after  an  Annus  Magniia>    Bvenr  tlung 
at  the  end  of  thefe  periods  is  deftioyed» 
except  Ixorita  or  the  Deity,  which  is  theit 
reduced  to  the  fize  of  a  dew  drop ;  when, 
haying. chirped  like  a  cricket,  the  divine 
fubdance'in  itfelf  produces  the  five  ele» 
meat,   (for  what  they  call  the  heaven^ 
'  matter  they  eileem  the  fifth)  and  then  di« 
viding  it(elf,    the  heavens  and  the  earth 
are  rormed.      In  terra,   fimulac  fbrmata 
eft,  apparet  mons  argenteus,  cujus  in  ver- 
tice  confpiduntur  t»  m)br»,    qux  vemm 
Ixoreta  five  Nnmen  appellant,  et  cauianr 
caufarum.    Turn  deus  Ixora  pene  fuo,  in- 
figni  magnitndine,  terrarum  orbem  in  fep* 
tem  mana,  ieptemque  terras  arando  dividit. 
Lirse  montes  funt,  fulci  vero  valles  ac  flu-  < 
■lina.    Exoritur  e  terjjo  dei  Ixora  feminn 
Chati,  verbis  qttibuf£m  macricis  evocata. 
Hi  duo  coire  concupiunt,  (ed  obftat  longi- 
tudo  membri  dei  Ixora ;  ille  vero  abfdndit 
partes  oftodecim,  ex  quibus  anna  fa£U  funt, 
nimirum  hafta,  arcus,  enfis,  &c.    Deinde 
nimis  ardam  in  femina  Chati  digito  aperit 
viam,  et  (anguinem  vulneris  in  palma  re* 
ceptumv  in  aerem  difpergit,  ex  quo  Sol* 
luna,  ilellae,  rofae,  herbae  odoxifene,  et  an- 
sues,    (quod  genus   animaliura   apud  eoa 
lacrum  elt)  protinus  formantur;  et  impe- 
dimento  omni  jam  fublato,   coennt  Ixora 
ft  Chati,  procreantque  ad  terram  inoolen* 
dam  homines,  bruta,  et  daemones  malifi- 
cos;    in  caelo  autem  generant  animarum 
33,000,000.    Befidcs  this,  almoft  infinite 
are  the  abfurd  legends  of  the  god  Ixora, 
and  his  brothers  Villnu  and  Brama.    One 
other  fliall  only  be  added.    Viftnu,  having 
metamorphofed  himfelf   into  his  younger 
brother  Siri  Chriftna,  overcame  the  ferpent 
Caliga,  of  nine  leagues  in  length,  which 
Jived  in  a  lake  made  by  its  own  venom. 
This,    and    the   origin  of  Chati,    afibrd 
fome  obvious  hints  to  the  invefljgators  of 
mythology. 
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Weeping  he  bends  befoi^i'tbcflhdiaiithrohc^^     ,     * 

Arraigns  the  holy  rnaov  ^nd  ivaifc  hb  fon :  ' 

A  band  of  hoary  priefts  atteib  like  doed^ 

And  India's  king  condemns  the  Seer  to  blted^ 

Infpired  by  heaven  the  holy  vi(3im  ftands, 

And  o'er  tke  xmifdec'd  eax&  exteads*  1^6  hasday 

In  God's  dre«d  power>  thoir  daughter'd  youtli,  arift^ 

And  ftarae  Ay  murderer ;  aloud  he  cries*. 

When,  dread  to  view,  the  de6p  vrounds  intent  dojfci 

And  jfreifi  in  Kft  the  flaughter'd  ytmtli  »ofei 

And  named  his  freachrous  fire :  The  cojifbious  air 

Q^iver'd,  and  awful  horror  raifed  the  hair 

On  every  head.     From  Thomas  Indians  king 

The  holy  fprinkling  of  the  living  fpring 

Receives,  and  wide  o'er  all  his  regal  bounds 

The  God  of  Thomas  every  tongue  refbnnds^ 

Long  taught  the  holy  Seer  the  words  of  life ; 
The  priefts  of  Brahma  ftill  to. deeds  of  ftrife. 
So  boiled  their  ire,  the  blinded  herd  impell'd, 
And  high,  to  deathful  rage  their  rancour  fwell'd. 
'Twas  on  a^day,  when  melting  on. his  tongue 
Heaven's  ofFer'd  mercies  glow'd,  the  impious  throng 
Rifing  in  madning  tempeft  round  him  fliowcr'd 
The  fplintcr'd  flint  j  in  vain  the  flint  was  pour'd  : 
But  heaven  had  now  his  finifli'd  labours  feal'd ; 
His  angel  guards  Withdraw  th'  etherial  £bield ; 

A  Bramin^^ 
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A  BramiiTs  javelia  tetrs  his  holy  bieaft* 

Ah  heaven,  what  woes  the  widowed  land  expreft ! 

Thee,  Thomas,  •  thee,  the  plainitive  Ganges  mourn'd. 

And  lodas'  banks  the  murmuring  moan  returned ; 

O'er  every  valley  where  thy  £botftep  ilray'd. 

The  hbUow  winds  the  gliding  iighs  conveyed. 

What  woes  die  mournful  face  of  India  wore, 

Thefc  woes  in  living  pangs  his  people  bore. 

His  fons,  to  wfaofe  illumined  minds  'he  gave 

To  view  the  ray  that  ihines  beyond  the  grave,. 

His  paftoral  fons  bedew'd  his  corfe  with  tears^ 

While  high  triumphant  through  the  heavenly  fpheres. 

With  ibngs  of  joy  the  fmiling  angels  wing 

His  raptured  fpirit  to  th'  eternal  King. 

O  you,  the  followers  of  the  holy  Seer, 

Foredoomed  the  fhrines  of  heavens  own  lore  to  rear. 

You  fcnt  by  heaven  his  labours  to  renew. 

Like  him,  ye  Lufians,  iimpleft  Truth  'purfue. 


^ThtetTh$msSifhti^tbe fUtntituiGatigis  wlieie  .tbey  pcetettded  to   Mopagate   die 

«r9»rfiV.^«-Tke  wrfificauon  of  the  ovigiiml  gp^l*      SoMcknes    we    fcnd    an    indi« 

fs  hwe  exceedingly  fine.    Even  thofe  who  vidutliiaccre  and  pieua,  but  the  great  prin- 

tu«  unaeqeaitited  with  the  Poituguefe  nnqr  C^  which  always  a^uafetd  wm  as  aa 

perceive  it.  mited  body  was  the  loft  of  power  and  fe- 

^         ^    r«^i      ^      ^             «  .  CK>^  emokmenty   the  poflemon  of  which 

Choramite  Thom^,  o  Gange.  o  Indo,  ^^  thflttght  could  not  be  better  fecmed. 

Dioroute  todaaterra,  aue  p.lafte  j           .  ^  .     ,^ring  themfelves  of  the  utmoft 

8e  hiao  da  Santa  Fe.  que  Ihetbrmafte:  mpoittnce  to  the  See  of  Rome,    In  w- 

Mat  Of  Mjot  do  ceo  caaumdo^  U  rindo,  ft^oe  of  thefc  principles,  where  ever  Uiey 

Te  recebem  na  gioria  ■  ■     ■  ■  caaie»  their  wtBt  care  was  to  nad  what  were 

the  fflDoU  obje&s  of  the  fear  and  adoration 

'  Like  bim^  yt  Lufians^  fimpkft  truth  pur*  of  me  people.     If  the  Sun  was  efteemcd 

/ui,,^^^^li  is  now  the  time  io  uun  up  what  die  giver  of  life,  Jtfos  Chrift  was  the  fon 

has.  been*  £ud  of  the  Itbonn  of  the  jefiuts.  of  that  londnary,  and  they  were  his  younger 

J>iametrkally    oraofite     lo    this    4id¥ice  huiHcny  fentto  inftrufi  the  ignorant.    If 

was  their  condua  in  every  Afiatfe  cooninr  the  barbaraya^  wcxt  indvead of  evil  fpirita. 

KT  n  n  a                                               •  J«fw 
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Vain  is  the  impious  toil  with  borrbw'd  grace. 
To  deck  one  feature  of  her  angel  face ; 


Jefas  Chrifl  came  on  pnrpofe  to  banifli  them 
from  the  world,  had  driven  them  from  Eu<» 
rope*,  and  the  Jefnits  were  fent  to  the 
Eafl  to  complete  his  unfiniflied  miflion.  If 
the  Indian  converts  ftill  retained  a  veneration 
for  the  powder  of  bamed  cow-dung,  the 
Jefuits  made  the  iign  of  the  crofs  oyer  it, 
and  the  Indian  befm^ared  faimfelf  with  it 
as  ufual.  Heaven,  or  univerfal  matter,  they 
told  the  Chineie,  was  the  God  of  the 
Chriftians,  and  the  facrifices  of  Confucius 
were  folemnized  in  the  churches  df  the 
Jefuits.  This  worfhip  of  Confucias,  Vol- 
taire (Gen.  HUk.)  with  his  wonted  aocimcy 
denies.  But  he  ought  to  have  known,  that 
this,  with  the  worihip  of  Tien  or  Heaven, 
had  been  long  complamed  of  at  the  court  of 
Rome,  (fee  Dupin)  and  that  after  the 
StxiSbck  fcrutiny  tne  charge  was  fullyproved, 
and  Clement  XI.  in  1703,  fent  Cardinal 
Toumon  to  the  fmall  remains  of  the  Jefnits 
in  the  Eaft  with  a  papal  decree  to  reform 
thefe  abttfes.  But  the  Cardinal,  foonafter  his 
arrival,  wa»  poifoned  in  Siam  by  the  holy 
fathers.  Xavier,  and  the  other  Jefnits  who 
fttcceeded  him,  by  the  dextrous  ufe  of  the 
great  maxims  of  their  mafter  Loyala*  0«r- 
ntSuj  omnia^  et  omnia  munda  mundts^  gained 
innumerable  profelytes.  They  contradided 
none  of  the  »vounte  opinions  of  their  coin* 
verts,  they  only  baptized,  and  gave  them 
crucifixes  to  worihip,  and  all  was  well. 
But  their  zeal  in  uniting  to  the  See  of  Rome 
the  Chriftians  found  in  the  Eaft  defcended 
to  the  minuteft  particulars.  And  the  na- 
tive Chriftians  of  Malabar  were  fo  violently 
peHecuted  as  fchifmatics,  that  the  heathen 
princes  took  s^ms  in  their  defence  20  1 570^ 
(fee  Geddes,  Hift.  of  Malab.)  and  the  Por- 
tuguefe  were  atraoft  driven  from  India. 
Abyffinia,  by  the  fame  arts,  was  fteeped  in 
blood,  and  two  or  three  emperors  loft  their 
lives  in  endeavouring  to  eftablifh  the  Pope's 
fupfemacy.  An  order  at  laft  was  given 
from  the  throne,  to  hang  every  miffionary 
without  trial,   wherever  apprehended,   the 


Emperorhimfelf  complaining  that  he  could 
not  enjoy  a  day  in  qmet  for  the  intrigues  of 
the  Romifh  friars.  In  China  alio  they  fixm 
rendered  themfelves  infafterable.  Their 
(kill  in  mathematics  and  the  dependent  arts 
introduced  them  to  great  favour  at  coorty 
but  all  their  cunning  could  not  conceal  their 
villainy*  Their  anwilltngneis  to  ordain  the 
natives  raifed  fufpicions  againft  a  profeftion 
thus  monopolizea  by  ftrangers ;  their  eatncft 
zeal  in  amaffing  riches^  and  their  inter- 
ference with,  atod  deep  defigns  on  fecslar 
power,  the  fatal  rock  on  which  they  have 
fo  often  been  ih^wrecked,  appeared,  and 
their  churches  were  levelled  with  the  ground. 
About  90000  of  the  new  converts,  together 
with  their  teadiers,  were  maffiu^ed,  and 
their  religion  was  prohibited.  In  Japan 
the  r^  Si  government  even  exceeded  oMLt 
of  Chma,  and  in  allufion  to  their  chief 
objed  of  ^oratiODy  the  crofs,  feveral  of  the 
Jefuit  fathers  were  crucified  by  the  Japonefe, 
and  tfaj^  revival  of  the  Cbri&ai  name  was 
interdicted  by  the  fevereft  laws.  Thus, 
in  a  g^eat  meafure,  ended  in  the  Eaft  the 
labours  of  the  fociety  of  Ignatius  Loyala,  a 
fociety  which  might  havejdtffuled  the  greateft 
bleftings  to  mankmd^uld  honefty  have  been 
added  to  their  great  learning  and  abilities. 
Had  that  zeal  which  labourea  to  promote  the 
interefts  of  their  own  brotherhood  and  the 
Roman  See,  had  that  indelatiig;able  zeal 
been  employed  in  the  real  interefts  of  hu«- 
manity  and  civilization,  the  gfeat  defign  of 
difiiifing  the  law  of  heaven,  challenged  by 
its  author  as  the  purpofe  of  the  Lnfiad* 
would  have  been  amply  compleated,  and 
the  remoteft  hords  of^  Tartary  and  Africa 
ere  now  had  been  happily  civilized.  But 
thoueh  the  Jefuits  have  mled,  they  have 
afibraed  a  noble  leflfon  to  mankind. 

Though  fortified  with  all  the  braxen  mounds 
That  art  can  rear,  and  watch*d  by  eagle  eyes. 
Still  will  fome  rotten  part  betray  the  Sru^ure 
That  it  not  bafed  on  limple  honefty. 


*  This  trick,  it  is  faid,  has  been  played  in  America  within  thefe  twenty  years,  where  the  notion  of  eriL 
fpirits  gives  the  poor  Indians  thdr  greated  mtiery.  The  French  Jcibits  told  the  fix  nations,  that  Jefiu  Chrift 
was  a  Frenchman,  and  had  driven  all  evil  daemons  from  France;  that  he  had  a  great  love  for  the  Indians, 
tvhom  be  intended  alio  to  deliver,  but  taking  Efigland  in  his  way,  he  was  cmdficd.  by  the  wicked  JUoodoneri» 
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Behind  the  vefl's  broad  glare  ihe  glides  away. 
And  leaves  a  rotten  form  of  lifelefs  painted  clay. 

Much  have  you  view'd  of  future  Lufian  reign ; 
Broad  empires  yet  and  kingdoms  wide  remain^ 

ft 

Scenes  of  your  future  toils  and  glorious  fway 

And  lo,  how  wide  expands  the  Gangic  baj[. 

Nariinga  here  in  numerous  legions  bold^ 

And  here  Oryxa  boafls  her  cloth  of  gold. 

The  Ganges  here  in  many  a  ftream  divides^ 

DifFufing  plenty  from  his  fattefning  tides. 

As  through  Bengala's  ripening  vales  he  glides  ; 

Nor  may  the  fleeted  hawk,  untired,  explore 

Where  end  the  ricey  groves  that  crown  the  ihore. 

There  view  what  woes  demand  your  pious  aid ! 

On  beds  and  litters  o'er  the  margin  laid 

The  dying  lift  their  hollow  eyes,  and  crave 

Some  pitying  hand  to  hurl  them  in  the"'  wave. 

Thus  heaven  they  deem,  though  vileft  guilt  they  bore 

Unwept,  unchanged,  will  view  that  guilt  no  more. 

There,  eaflward,  Arracan  her  line  extends ; 

And  Pegu*s  mighty  empire  fouthward  bends : 


t  The  djing  — «•  The  inniimerab)e  Taper-  tioned  are  UtenJIy  true.    And  it  is  no  iih« 

ftidons  performed  on  the  banks  of  this  rvftu  common  fcene  for  the  Englifli  fliips  to  be 

afibrd  apityable  pidureof  the  weaknefs  of  furrounded  with  the  corpfes  which  oomo 

homanity.    Thek  circumftances  here  men-  floatmg  down  this  hallowol  ftream. 

Pegu, 
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Pegu,  whofc  fons,  fo  held  old  ^  fiiith,  conleft 
A  dog  their  fire ;  their  deeds  the  talc  atteA. 
A  pious  queen  their  horrid  *  rage  reftrain'd ; 
Yet  ftill  their  fury  Nature's  God  arraign'd. 
Ah,  mark  the  thuaders  rolling  o'er  the  flcy ! 
Yes,  bathed  ia  gQTc  (hzU  rank  pollution  lie. 


Where  to  the  morn  the  towers  of  Tava  ^tficw 
Begins  great  Siam*s  en^re's  far  ftretch'd  line* 
On  Queda's  fields  the  genial  ray$  infpire 
The  richeft  guft  of  fpicery's  fragrant  fife. 
Malacca's  caftled  .harbour  h^i^fi  furvey. 
The  wealthful  feat  foredopin'd  of  Lv&MiXmcy. 


*  P^g''*  tvhofi/itUf/o  hiUoUfaith^  confeft^ 

A  dog  their  fire, The  traditioH  pf  tbis 

country  boaixed  thi$  infamous  and  impoffible 
original.  While  other  nations  pretend  to 
be  defcended  of  demi-gods,  the  Pegufians 
were  contented  to  trace  their  pedigree  from 
a  Chinefe  woman  and  a  dog,  IhejOfdylivuijg; 
creatures  which  furvived  a  fhipwrecic  on  their 
coaft.  See  Ftfr/«.  Thisinftmy^lioweycr^duy 
could  not  deferve.  Animals  of  a  difFsrent 
fpecies  may  generate  tfi^^of^  ImfiUvm  im- 
mediately dirplay9  her  abhorrence,  in  un- 
variably  depriving,  thjc  AonaJt^ral  pco4uAi#h 
of  the  power  of  procreation. 

*  jS  pious  qtuiti  their  horrid  rage  r^tfdf^d^ 
——Thus  in  the  original : 

.    Aqui  Ibant^  arame  no  ioftruir  ^jat* 
Da  geragao  coilum^o,  o  que  ufarao 
For  manha  da  Raynha,  que  inventando 
Tal  ufo,  deitou  fora  o  en'or  nefando. 

♦        • 

•JUlatum  eft  de  Regina  quadam  terras  T^^g^- 

*>en(is,  ^^^  B^  coercenauni  crimen  turpuB- 

««u]m  ttibditonmi  ^onim,  legem  tulit^    qt 

univeHi  mares  oi^icttkm&  vd  orbicolos  quof- 

dam  seratos  in  penem  illatos  gererent.    Ita 

fit ;  Cultro  penis  cuticulam  dividunt,  eam- 


que  in  orbicttlos  hofee  fuperindocimt:  Aatim 
^  .pnoia  fepfimanA  itawos  c^p^l^aiiHitur. 
Inieruntur  plerumque  tres  orblcoli :  magni- 
tudineiji$.n)iis.a4  ipodomjuglandis*  prinqs 
ferme  ad  tenetioris  galfinse  ovi  modum  exut. 
Trium  liberorttm  ^^rens  ad  liUfeiai  onus 
^ctttiat.  Si  hornm  aliqiua  a  Mge  dono 
de^y  ut  gemma  quan^vis  pretii  x&iinatiii* 
To  dus  bt  ihe  leftimoQy  of  G.  Arthus, 
(Hill.  Ind.  Orient. .p.  313.)  be  added* 
Vjridnesiii  boc  rtno  onuuno  hollas  Mieri- 
re  licet:  PndlaB  enim  omnes  ftatim  a  pueri- 
le ^ua  .jQfdi9aroeiiCi]fti'q«odd4in  impane, 
quo  mnliebria  diftenduntur  &  aperta  cpn- 
^f^tiir :  M^fwe  p;t>pter  glcrtailos  qim  in 
virgis  viri  geftant ;  illis  enim  admittendia 
vicgi9^f^r^res>pollo  s^odo  fvficerent. 

According  to  fialby,  and  Caefar  Frederic, 
the  empire  of  Pegu,  which  the  year  before 
fent  armies  of  two  millions  to  the  Eeld, 
was  in  icoS,  by. famine  and  the  avQis  of 
the  ncighw)urlng  princes  of  Av;^,  Bxama, 
,an4  Stam,  reduced  to  the  inoft  njiiieiable 
ftate  of  dpfblation,  the  few  natives  wKofux- 
viVed  having  left  their  country  an  liabitation 
for  wild  be^. 

Here 
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Here  to  their  port  the  Lv^on  flefets^  (hall  fteer. 
From  every  £bore  far-  round  aiflsmbling  here 
The  fragrant  treafures  of  the  eaflmi  world  : 
Here  from  (he  (here  by  rolling  eartiiquake^  hurrd. 
Through  waves  all  foam^  Sumatra's  ifler  wa8  riven. 
And  mid  white  whirlpools  down  tfae^  ^  ocean  driven. 
To  this  fair  ifle^  the  golden  €herfone&. 
Some  deem  thto^  iapi^nt  IVfonareh  plow'd  the  feas, 
Ophir  *  its  Tyrian  name.     In  whirling  roars 

How  fiprce  the  tide  boils  down  tbeie  clafping  fhores ! 

» 

High  from  the  ftrait  the  lengthening  coafl:  afar, 
its  moon*-}ike  curve  points  to  the  noithern  ftar. 
Opening  its  bofom  to  the  filver  ray 
When  feir  Aurora  pours  the  infant  day. 
Patane  and  Pam,  and  namelefs  nations  more> 

« 

Who  rear  their  tents  on  Menain's  winding  fhore. 
Their  vaiTal  tribute  yield  to  Siam's  throne; 
And  thoufands  ""  more,  of  laws,  of  names  unknown. 
That  vaft  of  land  inhabit.     Proud  and  bold. 
Proud  of  their  numbers  here  the  Laos  hold 


^  jfftd  miJ  white  nuhirlpools  down  the  ocean 
driven,  —  See  the  fame  account  of  Sidly. 
Virg.  En.in. 

*  Ophir  its  Tyrian  name,         Sumatra  has' 
been  by  feme  efteemed  the  Ophir  of  the 
Holy  Scripture^ ;  but  the  fupenor  fineqefs' 
of  tne  sold  of  Sofala,    and  its  fituation, 
favour  the  claim  of  that  Ethiopian  ihe.   See 
Bochart.  Geog.  Sacr* 

"*  And  thoufands  more.  —The  extenfive 
countries  between  India  and  China,  where 
Ptolemy  places  his  laan- eaters,  and  wkerc 


Mandevylle  found  men  without  heads,,  who 
faw  and  fpoke  through  holes  in  their  breafts^ 
continues  fUll  veiy  imperfedly  known.  The 
Jefuits  have  told  man^  extravaeant  lies  of 
the  wealth  of  thefe  provinces.  By  the  moft 
authentic  accounts  they  ieem  to  have  been 
I>eopIed  by  colonies  from  China.  The  re- 
ligion and  manufadtures  of  the  Siamefe,  ia 
particular,  confefs  the  referoblance.  In  fome 
diibids,  however,  they  have  greatly  degene- 
rated from  the  civiliatation  of  the  mother 
country. 

The 
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The  far  fpread  lawns  j  the  flurting  hills  obey . 
The  barbarous  Avas  and  the  Bramas*  fway. 
Lo,  diftant  far  another  mountain  chain 
Rears  its  rude  cliffSf  the  Guios'  dread  domain  t 
Here  brutalized  the  human  form  is  feen» 
The  manners  fiend-like  as  the  brutal  mein : 
With  frothing  jaws  they  fuck  the  human  blood 
And  gnaw  the  reeking  ^  limbs,  their  fweeteft  food ; 


^  jMgnaw  the  raking  UiiAi.  «  Much 
lias  been  faid  on  this  {nh}t&r  ibme  denying 
and  others  afierting  the  exiftenoe  of  An- 
thropophagi or  man-eaters.  Porphyry, 
(de  Abftin.  1.  4.  S  21.*)  fays  that  the 
Maffagetas  ahd  Derbices  (people  of  north* 
eallem  Afia)  efteeming  thofe  moil  miier- 
able  who  died  of  ficknefsy  when  their  pa- 
rents and  relations  grew  old»  killed  and  eat 
them,  holding  it  more  honourable  thus  to 
confume  them»  than  that  they  ihould  be  de- 
ilroyed  bv  vermin.  Hieronymns  has  adopted 
this  wora  for  word,  and  has  added  to  it  an 
authority  of  his  own,  Qr;d  loquar,  fays 
he,  (Adv.  Jov.  1.  a.  c  6.)  de  caetens  natio- 
nibus ;  '^cum  ipfe  adolefcentnlus  in  Gfallia 
viderim  Scotos,  gentem  Britannicam,  hu« 
i^anis  vefci  camibus,  et  cum  per  fylvas  por- 
corum  greges  Sc  armentorum,  pecudumque 
reperiant,  paftorum  nates,  et  fieminamm 
papillas  foltre  abfcindere,  8c  has  folas  d- 
borum  delidas  arbitrari  ?  Mai^devylle  ought 
next  to  be  dted.  *'  Aftirwarde  men  gon 
be  many  yles  be  fee  unto  a  yle  that  men 
depen  Milhe :  there  is  a  full  curfed  peple : 
thei  delyten  in  ne  thing  more  than  to  nghten 
and  to  fie  men,  and  to  drynken  gladlyefl 
mannes  blood,  which  they  clepen "  Dieu." 
p.  135.  Yet  whatever  abfurdity  may  ap- 
pear on  the  face  of  thefe  talcs ;  and  what 
ckn  be  n[iore  abfard,  than  to  fuppofe  that  a 
few  wild  Scots  or  Irifh  (for  the  name  vyas 


then  proper  to  Ireland)  ihouU  (b  lord  it  ia 
Gwl,  astoeattfaebreaftsof  the  womenand 
the  hi|»  of  the  ihepherds  ?  Yet  whatever 
abfurdities  our  Mandevylles  may  have  ob- 
truded on  the  poblk,  the  evidoMX  of  the 
&d  is  not  therebv  wholly  deftroved. 
Though  Daropier  ana  other  vifiters  of  oar- 
barous  nations  have  aflured  us  that  they 
never  met  with  any  man-eaters,  and  though 
Voltaire  has  ridtculed  the  opinion,  yet  one 
may  venture  the  aflertion  of  their  exiftenoe* 
without  partakm^  of  a  credulity  fimilar  to 
that  of  thofe  foreigners,  who  believed  that 
the  men  of  Kent  were  bom  with  tails  like 
fheep,  (fee  Lambert's  Peramb.)  the  pmufh^ 
ment  inflicted  upon  them  for  the  murder  of 
Thomas  a  Becket.  Many  are  the  credible 
accounts,  that  different  barbarous  nations 
ufed  to  eat  their  prifoners  of  war.  Ac* 
cordmg  to  the  auuientic  teftimony  of  the 
befl  Portuguefe  writers,  the  natives  of  Bra- 
zil, on  their  high  feflivals,  brovfght  forth 
their  captives,  and  after  many  barbarous 
ceremonies,  at  laft  roafted  and  greedily  de- 
voured their  mangled  limbs.  Daring  his 
torture,  the  unhappy  victim  prided  himfelf 
in  his  manly  courage,  upbraiding  their  want 
of  ikWl  in  the  art  of  tormenting,  and  te[l- 
ing  his  murderers  that  his  belly  had  been 
the  grave  of  many  of  their  relations.  Thus 
the  ladl  was  certain,  long  before  a  late  voyage 
difcovercd  the  horrid  practice  in  New  2^ea* 

laad« 
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Horrid  with  igured  Teams  of  burning  fteel .  . 
Their  wolf-like  frowns  their  ruthlefs  luft  reveal:, 
Cambaya  there  the  bliie-*tinged  Mecon  lavcs^ 
Mecon  the  eaftern  Nile,  whole  fwclling  waves. 
Captain  of  rivers  n^fmed,  o'er  many  a  clime 
In  annual  period  pour  their  fattening  flimc. . 
The  fimple  natives  of  thefe  Ijawns  believe      , 
That  other  worlds  the  fouls  of  beads  "  receive ; 


•-I 


land.     To  drink  humam  blood  has  been 
more  common.    The  Gauls  and  other  an- 
cient nations  pradtifed  it.     When  Magal* 
haens  propofed  Chriftianity  to  the  King  of 
Subo,  a  north  eailem  Auttic  illandy  and 
when  Francis  de  Caftro  difcovered  Santi- 
gana  and  other  iflands,  an  hundred  lea^gnes 
north  of  the  Maluccos^  the  converfion  of 
their  kings  was  confirmed  by  each  party 
drinking  of  the  blood  of  the  other.     Our 
poet  Soenfer  tells  us,  in  hlsV^ewof  ti^  State 
of  Ireland,  that  he  has  feen  the  Iriih  drink 
human  blood,   particularly  he  adds,  '<  at 
the  execution  of  a  notable  traitor  at  Lim- 
merick,  called  Murrogh  O'Brien,  I  faw  an 
old  woman,  who  was  his  fofter-mother,  take 
up  his  head  whild  he  was  quartering,  and 
fuck  up  all   the  blood  that  run  thereout, 
faying,  that  the  earth  was  not  worthy  tq 
drink  it,  and  therewith  alfo  deeped  her 
face  and  breaft  and  tore  her  hair,  cr)'iog  out 
and  fbrieking  mod  terribly.*'    It  is  worthy 
of  re^rd    that    the  cuflom  of  matkin? 
themlelves  with  hot  irons,  and  tattooing^  is 
the  chara£^eriftic  both  of  the  Guios  of  Ca- 
moens  and  of  the  prefent  inhabitants  of 
New  Zealand.     And  if,  as  its  animals  in- 
dicate, the  ifland  of  Otahette  ^^\  firfl  >peo«  - 
pled  by  a  fhipwreck,  the  friend  (hip  exiting 
in  a  (mall  fociety  might  earflty  obliterate  th£ 
memory  of  one  cuflom,  while  the  lefs  un- 
friendly one  of  tattooing  was  handed  down, 
a  memorial  that  they  owed  their  origin  to 
the.  north  «afteijn  parts  of  Afia,  where  that- 
cuilom  particularly  prevails. 

"•  ■  ■  other  miorltis  the  fouls  of  beafis  rt^ 
ceiiii.  — — rThafc  qUeen  Klizabeth  reigned  in 
England,  is  not  more  certain  than  that  th& 
Qioft  ignorant  nations  in  all  age&  have  had 
^e  idea  of  a  ftate  after  death.  The  f^me 
&ciilty  which  is  confcious  of  exillence^  whif- 

o 


pers  the  wiih  for  it ;  and  ^<k  little  acquainted 
with  the  deductions  of  reafoning  have  fome 
tribes  been,  that  not  only  their  animals,  bot 
even  .the  ghods  of  their  domeilic  uteniils 
have  been  believed  to  accompany  them '  in 
the  iflands  of  the  Blefled.     Long  ere  the 
voice  of  philofophy  was  heard,  the.optnioii 
of  an  after  date  was  popular  in  Greece. 
The  works  of  Horner  bear  incon$eftible 
evidence  of  this.     And  there  is  not  a  fea- 
ture in   the  hiIbry!of  the  human  min^ 
better  afcertained,  than  that  no  fooner  did 
fpeculadon  feize  upon  the  topic,  than  be- 
lief declined,  and  as  the  great  Bacpi\  ob* 
ferves,  the  moft  learned  becaine  iKt  moft 
atheiftical  a^es.    The  reafon  of  this  is  ob- 
vious.   While  the  human  mind  is  all  fim- 
plicitv,  popular  opinion  is  cordially  receiv- 
ed |   Duc  when  reafoning  jbeffins,  proofj  i| 
expelled,  and  deficiency  of  demonilration 
bemg  perceived,  doubt  and  difbelief  nat(i-i 
rally  follow.     Yet  ilranee  as  it  may  aope'ar, 
if  the  writer's  memory  doesjiot  greatly  de* 
ceive  him,  thefe  certain  Ai^s  were  denied 
by  Hobbes.    \{  he  is  not  greatly  miftaken^ 
that  gentleman,   who  gave  a  wretched,  a 
inoil  unpoetical  trandation  of  Homer,  has 
fi)  grofsiy  mifunderilood  his  aathc^,-as  to 
a(rer(  that  his  mention  of  a  future  ftate  was 
not  in'  conformity  to  the  popular  opinion  of 
hb  age,  but  only  his  own  poetical  fidion. 
He  might  as  well  have  afltired  us,  that  the 
iacrifices  of  Homer  had  never  any  eifcifterice 
in  Greece.     But  at  ilo  abfnrdity  is  tfoo'  grofr 
for  fome  geniofes,  our  marderer  of  Horner^ 
our  Hobl^s,  has  likewife  aifercsd*  that  the 
belief  of  the  iinmorttiity  of  the  liuman  mind 
w«s  the  child  of  pride  and.fpecttlation«  un- 
known in  Greece  till  long  after  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  Iliad*  ^ 


0  O 
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Where  the  fierce  murderer  vro]f^  to  puns  decreed^  •      < 

Sees  the  mild  lamb  enjoy  the  heavenly  m^tiul. 

Oh  gentle  Mecon,  on  thy  friendly  ftiorei 

Long  fhall  the  M ufe  her  fweeteft  offerings  pour  I 

When  tyrant  ire  chtfff'dby  ihe  blended  lull' 

Of  Pride  outrageous,  and  Revenge  iinjuft^'       •  :  '-' 

Shall  on  the  guiltlefs  Exile  burft:  their  rage; 
And  madning  tempefts  on  their  fide  iengage^ 
Pr^ferved  by  heaven  the  fang  of  ]Lqfian  faiQe» 
The  ibng,  O  Vasco,  facred  to  thy  mame^ 
Wet  from  the  whdming  furge  fhall  triumph  o'er 
The  fate  of  fliipwreck  on  the  Mecon's  "  (hore. 
Here  reft  fecurc  as  on  the  Mufe's  breaft ! 

Happy  the  deathlefs  fong,  the  Bard,^  fllas>  unbleft ! 

« 

.    Chiampa  there  her  frs^rant  coaft  extend$> 
There  Cochinchina's  cultured  land  afcends  : 
From  Ainam  bay  begins  the  ancient  reign 
Of  China's  beauteous  art-adom'd  domain  ; 
Wide  from  the  burning  to  the  frozen  fkies 
p'erflow*d  with  wealth  the  potent  empire  lies. 

* 

Here  ere  the  cannon's  rage  in  Europe ""  roar'd. 
The  cannon'^  thunder  on  the  foe  was  pour'd  : 

^  Ob  gmtli  Mecpn,    i   ■  ■   It  was  on  die  part  of  a  Tranflator  to  add  a  warmth  of 

mouth  of  thit  river  that  Caoioens  fuffered  the  colouring  to  a  paflage  of  this  nature.     For 

unhappy  (hipwreck  which  rendered  him  the  the  literal  tranflatioQ  of  this  place  and  far-- 

^lort  of  fortune  durin|^  the  remainder  of  iJier  pardcolan»  fee  the  Life  of  Camocns. 
Ikialife.'  Our  Poet  metaons  himfeif  and  the  "  Here  en  iht  tun9Mi*$  tagi  in  Ewrtfe 

iaving  of  Us  Lufiadf  with  the  greateft  mo«  rttr^d'-^'^^  According  to  Lt  Ccmte^s    me- 

defty.    fiat  thoi^  ^his  indifierence  has  itr  motrs  of  China,  ana  tfaofe  of  other  travel* 

beaoty  in  the  onginal^^  it  is  certainly  the  len,  the  manner's  oompafs,  fire-arras,  and 

printing 
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And  here  thQ  tremMing  needle  fought  the  north, 

«  • 

Ere  Time  in  Europe  brought  the  wonder  forth* 


printing  were  Icnown  in  that  empirei  long 

ere  the  invention  of  thele  arts  in  Europe. 

But  the  accounts  of  Du  Halde^  Le  Compter 

and  the  other  Jefuits»  are  by  no  means  to 

he  depended  on.    It  was  their  intereft,  in 

'Order  to  gain  credit  in  Europe  and  at  the 

court  of  Rome,  to  magnify  the  fplendor  of 

the  empire  where  their  miflion  lay>   and 

they  have  magnified  it  into  Romance  itfelf. 

It  IS  pretended  that  the  Chinefe  vM  ,&re* 

amis  in  their  wars  with  Zenghis  Khan,  and 

Tamerlane ;  but  it  is  ^fo  faid  that  the  Sog- 

^ianians  u(e4   cannon   again  ft  Alexander, 

The  mention  of  any  fulphurous  composition 

In  an  old  writer  is  wita  (bme  immediately 

converted  into  a  remilar  tire  of  artillery. 

The  Chinefe,  indeea,   on  the  firft  arrival 

i^f  Europeans,  had  a  kind  of  mortars,  which 

they  called  (re-pani,  but  they  were  utter 

ftran|;ers  to  the  fmaller  fire-arms,     Vcrbieft, 

a  Jeiuit,  was  the  firft  who  taught  them  to 

make  brafi  cannon  fet  upon  wheels.     And 

even  (b  late  as  the  hoftile  menance- which 

Anfon  gave  them,  they  knew  not  how  to 

level  or  manage  their  ordnance  to  any  ad. 

vantage.     Their  printing  is  indeed  much 

more  ancient  than  that  of  Europe,  but  it 

does  not  deferve  the  fame  name,  the  blocks 

of  wood  with  which  they  fbtrnp  their  (heets 

being  as  inferior  to  the  afe  of,  as  diiFerent 

from  the  moveable  types  of  Europe,    The 

Chineie  have  no  idea  of  the  graces  of  fine 

writing ;  here  moft  probably  the  fiult  exifts 

in  their  language;  but  the  total  want  of 

nature  in  their  painting  and  of  frmetry  in 

their  architeftnre,  in  both  of  which  they 

have  fb  lon^  been  experienced,   afibrd  a 

heavy  accufation  again  ft  their  genius.     But 

tn  planning  gardens,  and  in    the   arts   of 

beautifying  the  face  of  their  country,  they 

are  urttqu  tiled.     Yet  even  in  their  boafted 

girdening  their  genius  ftands  accufed.'  Tho 

art  of  ingraflihg,  fo  long  known  to  Europe, 

ts  ftill  unknown  to  them.     And  hence  their 

fruits  are  vaftly  inferior  in  flivour  to  thofe 

of  the  weftem  world,    Tlie  amazing  wall 

of  (fcfence  againft  the  Tartars,  though  1500 

miles  in  extent,  is  a  labour  inferior  to  the 

-  canals,  lined  on  the'  fides  with  hewn  ftone, 

tvhtch  overv  where  enrich-  and  adorn  their 

country  i  (onic  of  which  reach  i ooQinile^,' 

«  Oo 


and  are  of  depth  to  carry  veflets  of  burthen. 
Thefe  grand  remains  of  antiquity  prove 
there  was  a  time  when  the  Chinefe  were  n 
much  more  accomplifhed  people  than  at 
prefent.  Though  their  princes  for  thefe 
many  centuries  have  difcovered  no  fqch  ef* 
forts  of  ffenius  as  thefe,  the  induftry  of  the 
people  ftfll  remains,  in  which  they  rival  and 
refemble  the-Dutch.  In  evtry  other  refpefl 
they  are  the  moft  nnamiable  of  mankind  : 
Amazingly  un inventive,  for,  though  pof-» 
(efifed  or  them',  the  arts  have  made  no  pro-r 
grefs  among  the  Chinefe  thefe  many  cen- 
turies :  Even  what  thev  were  taught  by  the 
Tefttits  is  almoft  loft :  So  falfe  in  their  deal« 
mgs,  they  boaft  that  none  but  a  Chineie  can 
cheat  a  Chinefe:  The  crime  which  difgraces 
human  nature,  is  in  this  nation  of  athiefts 
and  the  moft  ftupid  of  all  idolaters,  common 
as  that  chartered  hhertine^  the  Air.  Defti-* 
tote  even  in  idea  of  that  elevation  of  foul, 
which  is  ex{freired  bv  the  beft  fenle  of  the 
word  piety,  in  the  time  of  calamity  whole 
provinces  are  defolated  byfelf-murder;  an 
end,  as  Hume  fays  of  fome  of  the  ad«s 
mired  names  of  antiquity,  not  unworthy  of 
fo  deteftable  a  charaaer :  And,  as  it  is  al- 
ways found  congenial  tp  bafenefs  of -heart; 
the  moft  daftardly  cowardice  compleats  thd 
defcription  of  that  of  the  Chinefe. 

Unimproved  as  their  arts  is  rfieir  learn •• 
ing.  Thojigh  their  language  confifts  of 
few  words,  it  is  almoft  impofltble  for  tL 
ftranger  to  attain  the  art  of  fpeaking  it. 
And  what  an  European  learns  ere  he  is 
feven  veara  old,  to  read;  is  the  ]abc»ur  of  the 
lifo  or  a  Chinefe.  In  place  of  our  24  let- 
ters, they  have  more  tnan  60,000  marks, 
which  compofe  their  writings ;  and  their 
paucity  of  words,  all  of  which  may  be  at- 
tained in  a  few  hours,  ireauires  fuch  an  in- 
finite variety  of  tone  and  aAion,  that  the 
flighteft  miftake  in  modulation  renders'  the 
Q>eaker  unintelligible.  And  in  addrellih^ 
a  great  man,  in  place  of  my  Lord,  you 
may  call  him  a  beajt^  the  word 'being  th«f 
fame,  all  the  di6erenai  confifting  in  the* 
tune  of  it,  A  langtiageKkethis  muft  trtr 
be  a  b:ir  t6  the  prbgrbfs'  and  accompHlh- 
ments  of  literature.      Of  medxdne  the^ 


are  very  ignoraii^.  '  The'ginftng, 


0  a 


they 
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No  more  let  Egypt  boaft  her  mountain  pyres  { 

* 

To  prouder  fame  yon  bounding  wall  afpircs^ 


they,  pretended  was  an  univerfal  remedy,  is 
found  to  be  a  root  of  no  fingular  virtue. 
Their  books  confift  of  odes.widiout  poetry, 
and  of  moral  maxims,  excellent  in  them- 
feives,  but  without  inveiligation  or  reafon- 
ing.  For  to  philofophical  difcuflion  and  the 
jnotaphyfics  they  feem  utterly  lb-angers,  and 
when  taught  the  mathematics  by  the  Jefuits, 
their  greateil  men  were  loil  in  allonilhmenc. 
Whatever  their  political  wifdom  has  been, 
at  Drefent  it  is  narrow  and  barbarous. 
Jealous  leafl  ilraneers  (leal  their  arts,  arts 
which  are  excelled  at  Drefden  and  other 
parts  of  Europe,  they  preclude  themfelves 
from  the  great  advantages  which  arife  from 
an  intercourse  with  civilized  nations.  Yet 
in  the  laws  which  they  impofe  on  every 
foreign  ihip  which  enters  their  poru  for 
traffic,  they  even  exceed  the  cunning  and 
avarice  of  the  Hollanders. .  In  their  inter- 
nal policy  the  military  government  of  Rome 
under  the  emperors  is  revived  with  accu* 
mnlated  barbarifm.  In  every  city  and  pro- 
vince the  military  are  the  condables  and 
peace  officers.  What  a  pidure  is  this ! 
Nothing  but  Chinefe  or  Dutch  indullry 
could  preferve.  the  traffic  and  population  of 
a  country  under  the  controul  of  armed  ruf- 
fians. But  hence  the  emperor  has  leifure 
to  cultivate  his  gardens,  and  to  write  def- 
picable  odes  to  his  concubines. 

Whatever  was  their  moll  ancient  dodlrine, 
certain  it  is  that  the  legiilators  who  formed 
the  prefent  fyfUm  of  China  presented  to 
their  people  no  other  ohjeCt  of  worfhip  than 
Tu»  Kamtif  the  material  heavens  and  their 
Influencing  power ;  by  which  an  intelligent 
principle  is  excluded.  Yet  finding  that  the 
human  mind  in  the  rudeH  breads  is  con- 
fcious  of  its  weaknefs,  and  prone  to  believe 
the  occurrences  of  life  under  the  power  of 
lucky  or  unlucky  obfervances,  they  permitted 
their  people  the  ufe  of  facriBces  to  thefe 
Lttcretian.  Gods  of  fuperftitious  fear.  Nor 
was  tKe  principle  of  devotion  imprinted  by 
heaven  in  the  human  heart  alone  perverted; 
another  unextlnguilhable  paffion  was  alfo 
milled.  On  ta,hles,  in  every  family,  are 
written  the  names  of  the  laft  three  of  their 
aiicefloj:s,  added  to  each,  Hert  refit  bis  foul  \ 
aui4.fa9fore,t|i€^  tables  they  buri^incenfeand 


pay  adoration.  Confucius,  who,  according 
to  their  hiftories,  had  been  in  the  Weft  about 
500  years  before  the  Chriilian  aera,  appean 
to  be  only  the  confirmer  of  their  old  opi* 
nions;  bat  the  accounts  of  him  and  Kit 
dodrine  are  involved  in  uncertainty.  la 
their  places  of  worihip  however,  boards  are 
fet  up,  infcnbed,  Thh  is  the  ftat  of  tht  foul 
of  Confucius^  and  to  thefe  and  their  an- 
ceftors  they  celebrate  folenDin  facrifices,  with* 
out  feeming  to  pofTefs  any  idea  of  the  in* 
telledual  exiftence  of  the  departed  miad. 
The  Jefuit  Ricci,  and  his  brethren  of  the 
Chinefe  miffion,  twry  bouefilj  told  their 
converts,  that  Tieu  was  the  God  of  the 
Chriftians,  and  ^  that  the  label  of  Confociaa 
was  the  term  by  which  they  exprefled  his 
divine  majelly.  3nt  after  a  long  and  fevere 
fcrutiny  at  the  Court  of  Rome,  Tien  was 
found  tp  fignify  nothing  more  than  bea^ 
ojenly  or  univerfal  mutter y  and  the  Jefuits 
of  China  were  ordered  to  renounce  this 
herefy.  Among  all  the  fe£b  who  worfhip 
different  idols  in  China,  there  is  only  one 
who  have  any  tolerable  idea  of  the  immor* 
tality  of  the  foul ;  and  among  theie,  lays 
Leland,  Chriitianity  at  prefent  obtains  fome 
footing.  But  the  mofl  mterefUng  particular 
.  of  China  yet  remains  to  be  mentioned. 
Confcious  of  the  obvious  tendency,  Voltaire 
and  others  have  triumphed  in  the  great  anti- 

Suity  of  the  Chinefe,  and  in  the  di&nt  period 
ley  afcribe  to  the  creation.  But  the  bubble 
cannot  bear  the  touch.  If  fome  Chiaeie 
accounts  fix  the  sra  of  creation  40000  years 
ago,  others  are  contented  with  no  leis  than  . 
88495  3 '  ^"'  ^^^  knows  not  that  every  na- 
tion has  \\%  Geoff ry  of  Monmouth  f  And  we 
have  already  obferved  tlie  legends  which  took 
their  rife  from  the  Annus  Magnus  of  the 
Chaldean  and  Egyptian  afhtmomers,  an  ap- 
parent revolution  of  the  flars,  which  ia 
reality  has  no  exiflence.  To  the  £uicyfiil» 
who  held  this  Annus  Magnus,  it  feemed 
hard  to  fuppofe  that  our  world  was  in  its 
firft  revolution  of  the  great  year,  and  to 
fuppofe  that  many  were  pafl  was  e^Jy.  And 
that  this  was  the  cafe  we  have  abfolute 
proof  in  the  dodrines  of  the  Bnunins,  (fee 
the  note  on  the  VII.  Lufiad)  who.  though 
they  talk  of  hundreds  of  thoufands  of  y«ua 

which 
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^  prouder  boaft  of  regal  power  difplays 
Than  all  the  world  beheld  in  apcient  days. 


which  are  pall,  yet  confefs,  that  this,  the 
fourth  world,  hasndt^et  attained  ita6oooth 
year.  And  much  within  this  compafs  are 
^1  the  credible  proofs  of  Chinefe  antiquity 
comprehended.  To  three  heads  all  thefc 
proofs  are  reduceablc.  Their  form  of  go- 
vernment, which,  till  the  conqiieR  of  the 
Tartars  in  1644,  bore  the  marks  of  the 
higheft  antiquity;  their  afh-onomical  ob- 
fervationsy  and  their  hiAory. 

Simply  and  purely  patriarchal  every  fe- 
ther  was  the  magiilrate  in  his  own  family, 
and  the  emperor,  who  a£ted  by  his  fubfti- 
tutes  the  Mandarines,  was  venerated  and 
obeyed  as  the  father  of  aH  .Themoft  paf- . 
iive  fubmiilion  to  authority  thus  branched 
out  was  inculcated  by  Confucius  md  llxek 
other  philofopher^  as  the  greateft  duty  of 
morality.  But  if  there  is  an  age  in  facred 
or  prophaae  hiftory,  where  the  manners  of 
mankind  are  thus  delineated,  no  fuperior 
antiquity  is  pioved  by  the>  form  of  Chinefe 
government.  Their  ignorance  of  the  very 
ancient  art  of  ingrafting  fruit-trees,  and 
the  flate  of  their  language,  fo  like  the 
Hebrew  in  its  paucity  of  words,  a  paucity 
^hara^riilical  of  the  ages  when  the  ideas 
of  men  required  few  fyllables  to  clothe 
them,  prove  nothing  farther  than  the  early 
feparation  of  the  Chinefe'  colony  *  from 
the  refl  of  mankind.  Nothing  fartHer, 
except  that  they  have  continued  till  very 
lately  without  any  material  intercoufe  with 
the  other,  nations  of  the  world. 
.   A  continued  fucceifion  of  aftronomical 


obfervations,  for  4000  years,  was  claimed 
by  the  Chinefe,  when  they  ^ere  £rft  viiitej 
by  the  Europeans.  Voltaire,  that  /on  of 
tirutbt  has  often  with  great  triumph  men- 
tioned  the  undubitable  proofs  of  Chinefe 
antiquity i  but. at  tkefe  times  he  muft  have 
received  his  information  from  the  fame 
dream  which  told  him  that  Camoens  ao* 
companied  his  /riend  Gama  in  the  voyage 
which  difcovered  the  Eaft  Indies.  If  Vol- 
taire and  his  difciples  will  talk  of  Chinefe 
aftronomy  and  the  4000  years  antiquity  of 
its  perfection,  let  them  enjoy  evtry  confe- 

Suence  which  may  poffibly  refult,  from  it. 
ut  let  them  allow  the  fame  liberty  to 
others.  Let  them  allow  others  to  draw 
/i^/>  inferences  from  a  fewflubbom  fiidb» 
fadls  which  demonftrate  the  ignorance  of 
the  Chinefe  in  afbx)nomy.  The  earth, 
they  imagined,  was  a  great  plain,  of  which 
their  country  was  the  midft ;  and  fo  igno- 
rant were  they  of  the  caufe  of  ecUpfel,  that 
they  believed  the  fon  and  moon  were  af- 
fanked,  and  in  danger  of  being  devoured 
by  a  hore  dragon.  The  ftars  were  cosfider- 
ed  as  the  diredors  of  hnman  affairs,  and 
thus  their  boafted  allronomy  ends  in  that  filly 
impofition,jadidai  aftrology.  Though  they 
had  made  fome  obfervations  on  the  revolu- 
tions of  the  planets,  antl  though  in  the  em- 
peror's palace  there  was  an  obfervatory,  the 
firft  apparatus  of  proper  inlbiunents  ever 
known  in  China  was  introduced  by  father 
Verbiefl.  A  ftei-  thb  it  need  fcarcely  be  add- 
ed, that  their  aftronomical  obfervsitions  which 

pretend 


*  The  Chinese  Colony !  Yes,  let  phHaropliy  Tinile ;  let  her  talk  of  the  different  fpeeies  of  men  whidi  wn 
found  in  every  country,  let  her  brand  as  abAard  the  opinion  of  Monteiquteu,  whkh  derives  ail  the  human 
race  from  one. family.  I^et  her  enjoy  her  triumph.  Peace  to  .her  iniblenoe,  peace  to  her  dreams  and 
her  reveries,  ^iit  let  common  fenle  be  contented  with  the  demondration  (See  Whifton,  Bentley,  &c.)  that 
a  Creation  in  every  country  is  not  «  anted,  and  that  one  family  is  fufficient  in  every  refpeA  for  the  purpoie. 
If  philofophy  will  talk  of  black  and  white  men  as  different  tn  fpeeies,  let  common  fenle  aflc  her  for  a  de- 
moeftration,  that  climate  and  manner  of  life  cannot  produce  this  difference,  and  let  her  add,  that  there 
is  the  (Irongeft  prefumptive  experimental  proof,  that  the  dif!et^c«  thus  hajipens.  If  philoibpliy  di:aw  her 
inferences  from  the  different  paffions  of  different  tribes ;  let  common  fenff  reply,  that  ftript  of  every 
accident  of  brutalization  and  urbanity,  the  human  mind  in  all  its  faculties,  all  its  motives^  hopes  and  fears, 
IS  moft  wonderfully  the  fame  in  every  age  and  country.  If  phitoibphy  talk  of  the  impofUbility  of  peo- 
pling diAant  iilands  and  continents  from  one  family,  let  common  fcnie  tetl  her  to  read  Bryant's  Mythology. 
][f  phiioTophy  aflert  that  the  Celts  where  ever  they  came  found  Aborigines,  let  common  fenfe  reply,  there 
were  tyrants  enough  almofl  2000  years  before  their  emigrations,  to  drive  the  wretched  lurvivers  of  ilau^h-- 
tered  hofls  to  the  remotefls  wilds.  She  may  alio  add,  that  many  iilands  have  been  found  which  bore  not 
one  trace  of  mankind,  and  that  even  Otahcite  bears  the  evident  marks  of  receiving  its  inhabitants  from  a 
fliipwreck,  its  only  animab  being  the  hog,  the  dog,  and  the  rat.  In  a  word,  let  common  fenfe  fay  to 
^Uoi^phy,  *<  I  open  my  egg  with  a  pen-knife,  bat  you  open  yours  with  the  blow  of  a  fledge  hammer.*' 
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Not  built,  created  feems  the  frowning  mound*} 

O'er  loftieft  mountain  tops  and  vales  profounidt 

Extends  the  wondrous  length,  with  warlike  caftles  crown 

Immenfe  the  northern  waftes  their  horrors  *  fpread  i 

In  froft  and  fnow  the  feas  and  fhorcs  are  clad, 

Thefe  ifhores  forfake^  to  future  ages  due: 

A  world  of  iflands  claims  thy  ;happier  view. 

Where  lavifh  Nature  all  her  bounty  pours. 

And  flowers  arid  fruits  of  every  fragrance  flibwers, 

Japan  behold  j  beneath  the  globe's  broad  face 

Northward  (he.  iinks»  the  nether  ifea%  embrace 


pretend  an  andquity  of  4000  years,  are  as 
tMe  as  a  Welch  genealogy,  and  that  the 
Chincfe  themfelves,  when  inftmded  by  the 
Jefoits,  weitobhjjed  to  ovm  that  their  odcu-' 
IkdoBs  were  erroneous  and  impoflible.  Thtf 
great  credit  and  admiration  whidi  thdr  af*. 
trononiical  and  mathematical  ^knowledge 
procared  to  ^  Jefuits,  affoitd  im  indsbi- 
table  confirmation  of  thefe  fads. 

Ridiculous  as  their  aftronomical,  are  their 
jiiftorical  antiquities.  After  all  Voltaire  has 
&id  of  it,  the  oldeft  date  to  which  their 
hiibry  pretends,  is  not  much  above  4000 
years.  Dating  this  period  3^6  kings  have 
reigned,  of  az  di^rent  families.  The.firft 
king  renncd.  100  yean,  then  we  have  the 
names  offome  others,  but  without  any  de- 
tail of  adlions,  or  that  concatenation  of 
events  which  diftinguiihes  authentic  htftory. 
That  mark  of  tmdi  does  not  begin  to  ap- 
pear for  upwards  of  aooo  years  of  the  Chi- 
ncfe legends^  Little  more  than  the  names 
of  kings,  and  thefe  often  interrupt^  with 
wide  chafms,  compofe  all  the  annals  of 
China,  dU  about  the  period  of  the  Chriftian 
Something  like  a  hiftory  then  com* 


aera. 


mences,  but  that  is  ;igain  interrupted  by  a 
wide  chafm,  which  the  Chinefe  know  not 
how  to  fill  up  otherwiie,  than  by  aflerttng 
that  a  cet\^ry  or  two  elapfed  in  the  time,  and 
that  at  fach  i  period  a  new  family  mounted 
ihs  throne.    Such  is  the  hiftory  of  China,, 


full  brother  in  every  family  feature  to  thofe 
Monkiih  tales,  which  fent  a  daughter  of 
Pharoah  to  be  queen  of  Scotland,  whicli 
lent  Bnitosto  Eiigland,  uida  grandibn  of 
Noah  to  teach  ffchool  among  the  mottntaint 
b  Wales* 

P  Imrnmfi  ih§  northern  nvafiej  their  h9rrtre 
fireend, '^—^T^xxsirf^  Siberia,  Samoyada, 
Kamchatki,  Urc.  A  fliort  account  of  the 
Grand  Lanu  of  Thibet  Tartary  fhall  00m- 
piete  our  view  of  the  fuperftitions  of  the 
Baft.  ^  While  the  other  Pagans  of  Afia 
worihip  the  mofb  ngly  monfbous  idols,  the 
Tartars  of  Thibet  adore  a  real  Uving  God. 
He  fits  crofs^legged  on  his  throne  in  the 
^reat  Temple,,  adorned  with  gdd  and  dia^ 
monds.  He  never  fpeaks,  but  fometimcf 
elevates  his  hand  in  token  that  he  approves 
of  the  prayers  of  his  wor(hippers,  He  is 
a  ruddy  well  looking  young  man,  about  25 
or  27,  and  is  the  mpft  mifcrable  wretch  on 
earth,  being  the  mere  puppet  of  his  priefb, 
.  who  difpatch  him  whenever  age  or  Ucknefs 
•  make'any  alteration  in  his< features;  andano* 
ther,  intruded  to  aft  his  part,  is  put  in  hif 
place.  Princes  of  very  diilant  provinces 
lend  tribute  to  this  Deity  and  implore  hia 
bleffin^,  and  as  Voltaire  has  merrilv  lold 
us,  thmk  themfelvea  iecure  of  benediftion, 
if  favonred  with  fomefhtng  from  his  Godfhip;' 
efteemed  tnore;  ftcred 'than  the  hallgwcd! 
cow-dung  of  (He  Bxamw* 

•Hei* 


Her  eaftern  bounds  t.m^f^^gJft/i^W.  I5W«<^  lth«»» 
lUuftrious  GA|i^ite<[rf^U  jthy  Wfewrs.b(?«:l  "  . 
How  bright  a  fil^c-Wjjfi!;W,^.ivfjjV(8B*s  owa  'IpBO 
From  Pagan  drofsfhall  pudfy  her  pr-ev    '   . 


^3 


r\ 


t-    •• 


t     '^ 


I    i 


Beneath  the  purpj^,V5»g^/>f/R(^^£.n^  . 

Behdd  what  ides  tl^efe  gH^aiag  feas  adocn  !* 

Mid  hundreds  ytt  pjwiaiped*  Temate  behold  1     . 

By  day  her  hills  in  pitchy  <:]oij4«  inffiW^JLi 

By  night  like  rolling  jwavep,  tljc rfljecljs  of  ^re   ^r.^:     . 

Blaze  o'er  the  ieas».  and  high  tp  heayenafpifeu     ,  - 

For  Lufian  hands  here  blooms ^heifragtanrc^qyCt-: 

But  Lufian,bM^  d^  fpiy^kle  eyery  grove.^[.  ^;i     [;  . 

The  golden  birds .  thftt  ev€3"  fftU  the  flweS    .:"./: 

Here  to  the  full  difplay  the^r  ih^aing  dyies> 

Each  want  fupplicd  on  air  t^cy  ciij?r/oar.i   ,:* 

The  ground  they  touch  npt  tiU  t))ey  breatiie  na '  xnore. 

Here  Banda's  ifles  thpir  fair  embroidery  ipread       ,      .  . 

s 

Of  various  fruitage,  azure^  whit?^  sm^t  red  >     ^* 


t  ■  » 


. .  I 


^  ffooi;  bright  a  JSl'uer  mine.  By  this 
beautiful  metaphor,,  ooiitted  by  CaAnn^ 
Camoens  alludes  to  the  great  foccefsy  which 
in  his  time  attended  the  Jefuic  iai^^nvies 
in  Japan.  James  I.  fent  an  embafly  to  the 
foyeceign»  sind  opened  a  trade  ,widi  thi^ 
country,  but  ft  w^  foonrr  lofitred'  to  decline/ 
The  Dutch  are  the  only  Europeans  who  now 
traffic  with  die  Japoneib,  which  it  is  faid 
theiy  obtain  by  tf ampling  on  the  crofs  -and 
by'  abjarine  the  Chrifban  nanie;  In'  it^ 
Kgi^ 'the  Japonef^  ^  much  the  ftme  as 
their  neighbours  of  China.'  And  in  the. 


freqoency  of  felf- murder,  fays  Voltaire, 
they  rvic  :with ;  tb^  brother .  iflanders.  of 
England. 

'  ^^.  ff^^  ^%  ]!^^^  ii0/.-*-^Thefe 
are  commonly  callea  the  birds  of  Paradife. 
It  was  the  old  erroneous  opinion  that  they 
always  fbared  in  the  air,  and  chat^  the 
female  hatched  her  young  on  the  bade 
of  the  male.  Their  feat^rs  bear  a 
jnixture  of  the  moft  beautiful  azure,  purple 
and  golden  cokmrs,  which  have  a  ii«e  ef« 
fbfit  u  tiie  rays  of  the  fun. ' 


And 


n  ,  I 
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And  birds  of .  every  beauteous  plUmfe  ^liplay '^ '    ^n  I  t 

Their  glittering  radiance, '  as  from  fpriy  to? ifprtijp; 

From  bow6r  to  bower  on  bufy  wings  dife^'irdveii  *  '  <^ 

To  fcize  the  tribute  of  the  fpicy  grorei  ' 

Borneo  here  expands  her  ample  breaft. 
By  Nature's  hand  in  woods  of  cartiphire 'drcft  j  . 
X  he  precious  liquid  weeping  from  the  trees 
Glows  warm  with  health,  the  balfom  of  difeafc. 
Fair  are  Timora's  dales  with  groves  -arrayed. 

Each  rivulet  murmurs  in  the  fragrant  fhade, ' 

•  *      * 

And  in  its  chryftal' breaft  difplays  the  bower*  -     - 

Of  Sanders,  Meft  with  health-reftoring  powers. 

Where  to  the  fouth*the  world's  broad  furface  bends, 

Lo,  Sundays  realm  her  fpreading  arm'6  extends. 

•      •    •  ^  . 

From  hence  the  pilgrim  brings  the  wohdj*ous  '-tde,      - 

►     ♦  . 

A  river  groaning  through  a  dreary  diale, 

••  •      .  . 

For  all  is'ttonc  around,  converts  to  ftonc  .     ^ 

Whate'er  of  verdure  iff  its  breaft  is  throwiil 
Lo,  gleaming  blue  <>W  (fiW  Sumatra's-  fkies  *    ; 
Another  mountain's  trembling  flames  arife ; 
Here  from  the  trees  the  gum  all  fragrance  fwells, 
An3  fofteft  *  oil  a  wondrous  fountain  wells. 

*  fr^m  hence  tht  pilgrim  Jfringj  the  iv^n^  chaonel,  harden  vttf^  Hone  and  incroft  die 

^r§ui  i^/r-**— Streams  of  this  kind,  are  origioal  retaiuersl 

common  in  many  countries.  .  CaAeraat*^.  *  Here  from  the  trees  the  ^««--— Besja^* 

tributes  this  quality  to  the  exceiUve  cold  of  min»  a  Ipecies  of  frankincenfe.    The  oil 

the  waters,  but  this  i$  a  mifUke.    The  war,  mentioned  in  the  next  liiie»  is  that  caMed 

lers  of  fome  rprii\gs  are  impregnated  with  the  rock  oiU  a  Islack  fostid  4xuneral  oIcikdL 

fparry  particles,  which  adhering  to  the  her-  good  /or  briules  ^nd  (pij^Sil    . 
hage  or  the  clay  on  the  banks  of  their 

Nor 


J 
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Nor  thefe  alone  this  happy  iflc  heftbwSy       . 

Fine  is  her  gold,  her  filkrefpleiidenl glows.    .  .    .!  -  !  .  /     :  \ 

Wide  forefts  there  beneath  Maldivia's  *  tide 

I^rom  withering  air  their  wondrous  fruitage  hide. 

The  green-hair'd  Nereids  tend  the  bowery  dells, 

Whofc  wondroua  fruitage  poilbh's  rage  expells. 

•»  •    •         •  ■  «  /' 

In  Ceylon,  lo,  how  high  yon  mountain's  brows  ! 
The  failing  clouds  its  middle  height  enclofe. 
Holy  the  hill  is  deem'd,  the  hallowed  "^  tread 

Of  fainted  footftcp  iharks  its  rocky  head.  ' 

•  •  » »       •        -  ,         ^ 

<  '   •  •    • 

Laved  by  the  Red-fea  gulph  Socotnfs  bowers 

There  boaft  the  tardy  aloe's  beauteous  flowers. 

On  Afric's  ilrand  foredoom'd  to  Lufian  fw^y 

Behold  thefe  ifles,  andrpck^  of  dufty  gray;  .  ..  '/ 

From  cells  unknown  here  bounteous  ocean  pours 

The  fragrant  amber  on  the  fandy  ihores. .    . 

And  lo,  the  Ifland  of  the  ""  M0911.  difplays 
Her  vernal  lawns,  aad  numerous  jge^ceful  bays  j 


*  1 « 


ri  1 


•  4  >  4 


{.'f.     '.^L 


"  }Fide  fwifis  thtrt  henea^h  MaUivia^s  This  tale  items  to  be  Jewiih  or  Mobamme«  . 

tide.'-''^A  Tea  plant,  refet^Uiag  tke  palitti  daoi  for  die  natives*  accordmg  to  Capt. 

«rows  in  jgreat  abundance  in  the  bays  abou^  Knox,,  who  was  twenty  year$  a  captive  in 

the  Maldivian  iflands.    Tbe.baaghsrife^tQ  ,  G^an^  pretend  ^he  ioijpreffion  was  mad« 

the  top  of  the  water,  and  bear  a  kind  of  by  the  God  BudJo^w^  when  he  {ifcended  to 

apple,  called  the  coco  of  Mildivia,  iwkidi  .  :lkMviBii»  lafter  having  ibr  the  felvation  or 

is  eileemed  an  antidote  againfl  poifon.  manldnd,    appeared  on  the  earth.      His 

w  ,«««.  ihi  triad  9f  jMnted /gotftf^^'-^';^  -  it"!^®?beg  chirtty  for  the  iike  of  Brnddnijif^ . 

The  imprint  of  a  human  foot  is  found  wKofe  worlhip  they  perform  among  groves 

on  the  nigh  mountain,  pdjed  the  Pic  of  of  the  Bogahab-tree,   under  which,  when 

Adam.     Legendary  tradition    fays,    that  on  e^th,  wey  fay  he  ufually  fat  and  taught. 
Adam,  after  ne  was  expelled  from  Paradifej  *  Jnd  lo,  the  IJland  of  the  Moon.-^^-^ 

did  nenance  3^00  years  on  this  hlll^  on  Mad^gafcar  is  thus  named  by  the  natives, 
which  he  left  Ae  print  of  his* \footfl!ep.'}        ;      r.       , 

P^pp  Tlie 


.J    '  • 
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The  halcyons  hovering  o!«r  ihc  4a^s^  ar^  ^i^  ■ 

And  lowing  herds  adom  4^  ^ales^Qf  gwctr.   I  ,1  lo-  -.crl 


'1  •  •      •! 


Thus  from  the  cape  \yhere  fail  was  ne'er,  .unfurl'd    . 
Till  thine  aufpicious  fought  the  Eaftern  WorJd» 
To  utmoft  wave  where  firft  the.  rooming  ftar  .. 
Sheds  the  pale  luftre  of  Jier  filver  car,    .     . 
Thine  eyes  have  view'd  the  eippir^s  and  the  ifl^s, 

9 

C  •  *  •  a 

The  world  immenib  that  crowns  thy  glorious  toils. 
That  world  where  every  bopn  is  ftioyrer'd  from  ]bc^veQ| 
Now  to  the  Weft,  by  Thee,  Qreat  Chief,  U  \  given< 

And  ftill,  oh  Bleft,  thy  peerlefs  honours  groW, 
New  opening  views  the  fmlling  Fates  beftow. 
With  alter'd  face  the  moving  globe  behold; 

•  •  r 

.  >-  •  «.»  f  t        ' 

There  ruddy  evening^  iheds  her  beams  of  gold* 

While  now  on  Afric's  b'ofom  faintly  die 

The  laft  pale  glimpfes  of  ^e  twilight  %,    '       ' '      '  •      ' 

Bright  o'er  the  widfc'Adaiitifc'iiideff  the  tnorri,"  « "'  -^^ '  ''•' 

And  dawning  rays  another  world  adorn : 

Tq  fartheft  north  that  world  eaoroMus  b^ds^ 
And  cold  benMith  the  ioutberA  pok-'flar  esuis. 

Near  either  '  pole  the  barbaiwis  hunter  dreft 

.II 

In  (kins  of  bears  explores 'llie  frozjnr 77a Ac  : 


-  ^ 


4  •  * 
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'  y  Notjo  to  tht  Wifi^  fy  Thet,  Gnat  Chiefs '  Homer  has  co^chcled'  Ac  Diad. 

is  ^wf«-p-^The  (hbtimlty  of  this  eulogy  »  N^r  dthr  p.9h- We  ye  nowpte* 

on  the  expedition  .of  the  Lqfiad  \i9fi  bfen  fQ^ed  yatk  ^  li^utiiul  view  of  the  Amr- 

already  obferved^    What  follows  ts  a  nato-  rii^uk  wodd.   CoJ(umbas  difieowod  t)ie  fi,dk 

tal  completion  of  the  whole;  and,  the  di*  Intt^  before^   but  not  the' Continent  till 

greffive  exclamation  at  the  end  excepted,  is  i498f   the  year  after  Gama  failed  from 

cjca^okiw  iiipilar  to   the  manner  in  wUdL  ..IdAon. 

^  Where 


X     *. 
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Where  fmiles  the  genial  fun  ffji^  kisder  rays» 
Proud  cities  tower,  ajld  gjJ4rrap£id  temples  blaze« 
This  golden  empire,  by  the  heaven's  decree, 
is  due,  Caftedy  O  favour'd  Pbwer,  to  Thee  I 
Ewft  now  OolambtM  o'er  the  hoary  tide    . 
Poribea  ^dw  eremng  fdn^  his  navy's  guide* 
^et  ihiR^  kindfcd  Ltifian  ihare  the  reign^ 
What  time  tihis  ymM  Ihall  own  tfie  yoke  of  S|>ain« 
tli«  firft  bolBr '  hero  who  to  Indid's  (hores 
Thcoi^h  v^quUh'd  wavefi  thy  op^n*d  path  explores,    . 
Driven  by  tfa«  winds  of  heaven  from  Afric's  ^r^d 
Shall  fix  the  Holy  Crofs  on  yon  fair  land. 
Th^it  mighty  reslm  for  patpio  wood  renowilh'd>  .     ■ 
Sh^l  ftretch  the  Lufian  empire's  Wtftem  bound. 
Fired  by  thy  feme,  and  with  his  king  in  ire. 
To  match  thy  deeds  (hall  Magalhaens  ^  afpirc« 

•  Thifir/tiMhm^ — CabrftT,  due  Ml      MkrmStf.  Jiftice  io  tie  name  of  this  gmit 
ftlkef  G«Ma  whO'failBd  t»  India,  fms'M»ta       «ia»  seqviras  anr  cMumaadmi  of  xhe  chaiw. 


hf  Tempeft  to  ^M»  Bfaftflst  a  ptoof  tkac  &e  he  enteral  iata  die  fendoe  of  tl»  kiaff 

Ittore  incient  voyngtes  laighc  han  aMt  vvitk  4)f  Spambyft  fdlcnuD  aA  lie  nnaaturaliaed 

die  fame  Ate.  He  named  the  oouatrrfiama  fainmKr     Oferhis   is   very  ferere  agaiaft 

Cnia,  or  Holy  Crofs }   it  wat  amtward  Ikia  liaavailhig  rite,  and  atgaes  that  oo  its 

featnai  BhRsil,  from  the  ooleur  of  the  vMied;  farfvAaxii  a  prince  au^  pebbly  give,  caa 

with  which  it  abounds.    It  is  one  of  the  aathorize  a  fobjeft  te  ad  the  part  of  a  tray»* 

inell  conntries  in  die  new  worid,  and  ftfl  tor  agamfthis  native  cOnntry.    This  is  oer- 

rimains  fubjed  to  the  troWn  of  Portugal.   .  tanly  tfiie»  but  it  is  not  MB\f  j^pHcable 

^  T9  match  thy  deeds  flfidl  MitgMaHH0A  tb<d»  cafe  of  Magidhaens.    Mukj  enuneot 

^^  ....^  Ci^moens»  though  he  boaib  of  mt  fthrices^performed  ia  Afiica  and  India  en* 

a^ons  of  Magnlhaais  as  in  hoaow  ti6  tided  him  to  a  {certain  aHowance,  which, 

Portogaly  yet  condemits  his  (fefeQion  to  the  dMraghinconiiderabie  in  itfelf»  was  efleem«» 

king  of  Spain,  and  calls  him  edardie  vcward  of  dlftingaUhed  merit,  and 

O  Uagalbaem,  mfiito  torn  verdadi  diereforc  highly  valoed.    For  ^is  Ma«l« 

Pwtuguex,  fwem  na6>ia  Uatdadi,  «««-  FWioned  in  ram.    Me  found,  Siyi 

Avia,  that  the  raalidcais  accufattons  of 

^  In  deeds  tmly  »  Portnguele*  but  notia  fonte  nrait>  had'  more  weigfae  widi  his.ibve« 

loyalty.*'    And  od^n  h^ve  tMonoBd  npoa  ndgsithan  all^his  ierviees.  .  AAer  diis.im* 

Jdm  the  name  of  Tiaytor,  bat  perhaps  un-  worthy  lepnlfc,  what  patronage  at  the  court* 

P  P  P  a  of 
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In  all,  but  loyalty,  of  lAifiah  -ftwil, 

No  fear,  no  danger  fliall^tua  ioHr-cbhtfpktJ'  O- 


>-  A 


>'.  *j    I  -^.  :  J    J   fn    l*x. 


of  Liibon  could  he  hope  ?  And  though  no 
injury  can  vindicate  the  man  who  dhiws  his 
fword  againit  his  native  countr]^,.  yet  no 
moral  duty  requires  that  he  who  has 'fduM^ 
important  difcoveiy  in  meditation  ihould 
fiifle  his  defigUy  it  uncountenaliced  hf  hilf 
native  prince.  It  has  been  alledged»  ^that' 
lie  embroiled  his  country  jn'  difpQtes:>^idr, 
Spain.  But  neither  is  this  fbi^y  appli- 
cable, to  the  neglpded  Magalhaehs.  THo 
courts  of  Spain  and  PortugS  had  fotemnly 
fettled  the  Hmits  within  which  they  were  to 
make  difcoveries  and  fettlements»  and  with- 
in thefe  did  Maffalbaens  and,  rtihe.  .court  of 
Spain  propofe  Uiat  his.  difcOverieB  fhould 
terminate.  And  allowing  that -Us  .calcula- 
tions might  miflead  lum  beyond  the  bounds 
preicribed  to  the  Spaniards,  fiill  his  apology 
is  clear,  for  it  would  have  beenjajunous  to 
each  court,  had  he  fuppofed  that  the  ^th 
of  the  boundary  treaty  muld^  be  tmnpled 
upon  by  either  power.  If  it  is  faid  that  he 
a^grandifed  the  enemicj^  of  hi#'c9ai^t|7»  th^ 
Spaniards,  and  introduced  them  to  a  dan- 
gerous rin^ibip  with  the  Port^ueie  fetde^ 
ments;  let  the  ientence  of  Fma  ofn  this 
fubjed  be  remembered,  "  let  princes  be- 
ware, iays  he,  how  by  negle£l  or  injulHce 
they  force  into  defperate  actions  the  men 
who  have  merited  rewards.''  As  to  rival- 
ftip,  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Lsw«  a  North  Bnfod^ 
is  appofite.  This  mtJemaB  wrote  an  ex*> 
celleiflf  treatife  on  me  improvancat  of  the 
trade  and  fiflienes  of  his  native  xoontry> 
Imt  his  prcrpofals  were  totalhr  negleded  hj^ 
the  commimoners,  whofe  office  amd  duty  it 
was  to  have  patronifed  him.  Was.  law, 
thei^fbre^  to  fit  down  in  obfoirity  on.  a 
batren  field,  to  ftifle  his  genins,  left  a  fbieijpi 
|K)wer,  who  might  one  day  be  at  war  with 
Gteat  Biitain,  mould  be  a^raadifcd  by  Ui 
efibrts  in  commercial  polKy  ?  No,  finely; 
Deprived  of  the  power  of  raifing  himfitf 
at  home,  Mr.  Law  went  to  France,  where 
he  became  the  founder  of  the  Mifi^pi  and 
other  important  fchemes  of  commerce  $  yet 
Law  was  never  branded  with  the  name  of 
tray  tor.  The  realbn  is  obfldous.  The  go«- 
-^etament  of  Great  Britain  was  oardefs  of 
what  tfiey  loft  in  Mr«  Law»  bnt  the  PortB» 
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guefe. perceived  ^exr.loft.  in  Manlhaeai^ 
imd -their  anser  wdM  ndnted  in  repioadies,  -• 
^  Itf  the  ^3  of  (he  i  c  th  and  beginning  <rf^ 
the  ietSti  ttMHBtr-ili^  ^^;<ieiliftm  ' ' 
broke  forth  in  its  mateft  vigour.  The< 
and  die  iMb'bad.'$W«»t^l9  iSfiia^ni 
Columbus  ;  and:^  the  bold  idea  of  failing  to 

haens.  Revived,  tor  mifled  by  Strabd  and 
PUnf ,  who  -place  India  mes^r  to-thc  wgft  of 
Spain,'  Columbus  e'xpe6Uiig  to  find  die  uidfs 
or  the  ancients  ..wheq^  he  landed  -on  Wtt 
piUilola;  '  thought  he  had  difcovered' '  tile 
Ophir  of  Solomon.  •  And  hence  the  mune 
TO  indies  was  given  tQtfmt^nQ  t&efMi|^ 
bouring  iflands^  Though^  Amepca  and  A^ 
Moluccas  'vkm  *AQk9  foSdii  t6  be  i^n  great 
diftanoe,  .the  genius  of  Magalhaens  ^U 
fttgg^ed  the  poffibility  of  a  wefteoi  paft 
(aee.  And  accordinelyt  pofiefiTed  of  his 
great  defifli,  'and  te^ifSHvMk  conteihgt 
at  home,  ne  oflfered  his  fervice  to  the  court 
«f  Spain,*  and  wns  aecepeed*  Widk  fiw 
(hips  and  250  inen  he  faued  from  Spain  in 
Sc^tembef  15^99  andafter  many  difficnltief » 
occaEoiied  bv  mudny  and  the  extreme  cold, 
he  entered  the  great  Pacific  Ooean  or  South 
•Seas  by  diofe  £aits  which  bear  his  SpaniA 
name  Ms^llan.  From  diefe  ftraits,  in 
the  52^  degree  of  fouthem  latitude,  he 
Mvmbd , char  giDeat  ocean,  till  in  the  loth 
degree  of  Nonh  latitude  he  landed  9n  the 
ifland  of  ^ubp  ^  Marten.  The  khi^  €4 
this  QOUBtry  was  then  at  war  with  a  neigli« 
boorii^  prittce,  and  Magalhaens,  on  con- 
dition of^his  converfion  to  chrifti^nity,  be- 
^aune  his  auxiliary.  In  two  battles  the 
Snaniards  were  vidorious,  but  in  the  thirds 
Iwagalhaens,  together  witji  one  Martinho,  ^ 
judxiai  aftrologcr»  whom  he  ufually  con* 
iulted,  was  unfortunately  kilfed.  Chagrin* 
ed  with  the  disappointment  of  promiied 
vidory,  the  new  baptiaed  king  of  Subo 
made  peace  with  his.  enemies,  and  having 
invited  to  an  entertainment  the  Spaniard^ 
on  fhore.  he  treacheroufly  poifoned  them 
all. .  The  wretched  remains  of  the  fleet  ar- 
rived at  the  Portuguefe  fettlements  in  the 
iilea  of  Banda  and  Temate,  where  they 
won  reoeivcdi  fays  Fariai  as  friends,  and 

not 
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Along  thefe  regions  from  the  burtdag  zone 
To  deepefl.ibut]i  he  dares  thie  comfe.  ohlpiowh. 
While  to  the  kingdoms  of  the  rifing  day^ 
To  rival  Thee  he  Tiolds  the  ivefterh  wayv 
A  land  of  ""  giants  ihall  his  byes  behold^ 
Of  icamel  ftrength>.  furpifllng  hum^  mould : 
And  onward  ftill,  thj^  fanie  his  proud  heart's  guide 
Haunting  him  unappeaied^  the  dreary  tide 
Beneath  the  fottthera  Aar^s  cold  gleam  he  braved> 
And  ftems  the  whirls^cf  land-fiurdundedwayes. 
Forever  facred  to  the  hero's  fanie    / 
Thefe  foaming  ftraits  (hall  bear  his  deathlefs  name«. 
Through  theie  dread  jawa  t>F  iock.he  prelTes  on^ 
Another  ocean's  breaft^  inamenfe^  uiiknbwn^ 
Beneath  the  fouth's,cold.wings»  tmmeafured»  wide> 
Receives  his  veilels ;  through  the  dreary  tide 


•  » »♦ 


* 


not  as  intrading  ftrangers ;  a  proof  that  the 
boundary  tseaty  was  eflpeined  ibffidmitly 
(acred.  Seversd  of  the  adventnren  were 
lent  to  India,  and  front  dience  to  Spain^  ia 
Portagoefe  fhips»  one  fhip  only  being  in  a 
conditiott  to  redim  to  Europe  by  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope.  This  vtSel,  named  the 
Vi6toria^  however,  had  the  honour  to  be 
the  firft  which  ever  furrooAdied  the  globe ; 
an  hcmoor  by  fome  ignorantly  attriboied  l» 
the  /hip  of  Sir  Francis  Drake.  That  na- 
1»]»>ily  ended,  feyi  Oibrins^  the  eanediliffii 
of  Ms^alhaens^  But  the  good  Biinop  waa 
nuftaken»  for  a  few  years  after  he  wn)te» 
and  fbmewhat  npwaras  of  fifty  afiec.  the 
return  of  the  FiaortM^  Philip*  IL  of  Spain 
availed  himfelf  of  the  dKcoveriea  of  Ma-- 
galhaens.  And.the  navigation  of  the  Soudi 
Sent  between  Spaniih  America  and  the  Afiaa 
ArchlpelagOy  at  this  day  forms  the  bafis  of 
thp  power  of  Speijou    A  bafis,.  howeyerji 


whicL  is  at  the  mercy  of  Great  BritaTn^ 

while  her  miniAers  are  wife  enoug[h  to  pae« 

ferve  her  great  naval  fuperiority.     A  Gt- 

braltai  ia  the  Sovth  Seas  is  only  wanting.. 

But  when  this  is  mentioned,  who  can  with- 

-  hold  his  eyes  -from  the  ifUunu^  of  DarienJ^ 

the  lendeavous  appointed  by  nature  for  the 

fleets  which  may  one  day  give  law  to  the 

Padfic  and  Atlantic  OceAns:    A  fettle* 

ment  wMch  to-day  might  have  owned  fnb- 

je^lion  to  Great  Bntain,  if  jnlHce  and  honoun 

had  alwa}^  prefided  ia  the  cabinet  of  Wil* 

liam  the  Thud. 

*  A  Uuul  of  giants — The  Patagonlans,' 
Various  are  the  &bles  of  navigators  con- 
cemii^  thefe  people.  The  Spaniards  who 
went  with  Ma^alhaens  aiHrmed  they  were, 
about  ten  feet  m.  height^  fince  which  voyage. 
diey  have  rifea  and  fallen  in  their  ftature,; 
according  to  the  different  humours  of,  pur 
fca  wits^  ^ 
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In  darkling  ihades,  m^er^  neirer 'joMb  bfif^Q. 
Heard  the  waves  howt»  be.  dares  thb  nameleft  Ihore* 


Thus  faTi  O  favoured  Lufians^  boimteous  heaven 
Your  nation's  glories  to  your  view  has  given* 
What  eniignsy  bltizing  lk>  the  morn»  purfhc 
The  path  of  heroes,  opeh'd  firft  Hy  You  1 
Still  be  it  your's  the  firft  in  fame  to  (hue : 
Thus  fhall  your  brides  new  chaplets  ftill  entwine,     ir. 
With  laurels  ever  new  your  brows  enfold. 
And  braid  your  wavy  locks  wida  radiant  gold*  - 

How  calm  the  waves,  hoEW  mild  the  bahny  gale ! 
The  halcyons  call,  ye  Lu&ans,  Tptead  the  fail ! 
Old  ocean  npw  appeafed  ifaall  rage  ha  more, 
Hafte,  point  the  bowfprit  to-jrour  native  fliore : 
Soon  fhal^  the  tranfports  of  the  natal  foil 
Cferwhelm  in  bounding  joy  the  thoughts  of  every  toil 

The  Goddcfs  ^  fpakc  i  and  Vasco  waved  his  hand. 
And  foon  the  joyful  heroes  crowd  the  ftrand. 


*  T&e  GoM/j  y^aJ^i- 


are  now 
OQino  to  the.conclttiion  of  the  fiftibn  of  the 
ifland  of  Venus,  a  Hdion  which  is  divided 
into  three  principal  parts,  fn  each  of  thefb 
t)ie  poetscsj  merit  is  obvious,  nor  need  we 
fear  to  aflert  that  the  hal^pinefs  of  our  aa- 
thor»  in  uniting  all  thefe  parts  together  in 
one  great  epirode,  would  hsve  excited  the 
admiration  of  Longinus:  Yh^  heroes  of 
th^  Luitad  receive  their  reward  in  the  xfland* 


of  Love.  Thef  are  led  to  tiie  palace  of 
Theos,  where,  doring  a  divme  feat,  they 
hear  die  glorious  viAories  a«d  conqneaa  oiP 
die  heroes  who  m  to  fuooeed  them  in  their 
fndiim  exp^&)n,  fting  by  a  Syren ;  aadcha 
face  of  the  globe  itftlf,  deftribdl  by  theGod*. 
6tCs,  difoovers  die  omVeHb,  «id  particiilar« 
ly  the  extent  of  th«  Bail6m  WWW,  mm 
given  to  Eoropis  bf  the  fuccefir  of  Gan«»^ 
Netdier  in  grttdfisor  Mf'.In  ^hanrinsis  «f 

Gompletioii 
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The  lofty  fliips  with  dcepen'd  burtheias  prove 

•  •  r  • 

The  various  bounties  bf'ttie  Ifle  c^  Love, 


I ' 


completion  may  the  Endd  or  Odyfiey  be 
mentioned  in  compariTon.  The  Iliad  alone, 
in  Epic  condu6t  (as  already  obferved)  bears 
a  ftrong  refemblance.  But  hoiwter  great 
in  other  views  of  poetical  merit,  the  games 
at  the  funeral  of  AttAdis  aiii  tbe  rtSatp^ 
tion  of  die  body  of  He^f ,  confidered  as 
die  interefting  conduiion  of  a  gt^t  wiid9»  * 
can  never  in  propriety  and  grandeut-  be 
brought  into  competidon  with  theai&ai^blir 
cpifode  which  concludes  the  Poem  on  the 
Difcovery  of  India.  ^  .    \ 

Soon  after  the  appearance  of  Bi6  Lufiad, 
die  language  of  Spaip  was  aUb  ennchcd- 
with  an  heroic  poem.  The  aothdr  6f  which 
has  often  imitated  the  Portuguefe  noet,  par- 
ticularly in  the  fi^on  of  the^gfobe  of  tfie 
world,  which  is  ihewed  to  Gama.  In  the 
Araocana,  a  globe  furrounded  with  a  radiant 
fphere,  is  alio  miraculoufly  fupportedin  the 
airj  and  on  this  an  enchanter  tkemt^  did 
Spaniards  the  extent  of  their  donunions  in 
the  new  world.  But  Doi^Atoitx>dfArcKU9 
is  in  this,  as  in  every  other  part  of  his 
poem,  gready  inferior  to  the  poedcal  fgifit 
of  Camoens.  Milton,  whofe  poedcal  con* 
dnft  in  concluding  the  aQion.of.his  Plura- 
dife  Loft,  as  alnady  pointed  out,  feems 
formed  upon  the  Lufiad,.  i^ppears  tp  hare 
had  this  paflage  particbkrly  in  Ms  eyi^. 
For  though  the  machinery  of  a  yifiepanr 
fphere  was  rather  impro|)er  fbr  the^fitoatfdn 
of  his  perfonages,  he  has  neverthelefs, 
though  at  the  expence  of  an  impoffible  fup- 
Mfiaon,  ghM  AAtm  »  iwv  of 'die  ter« 
teftial  gk)b«.  Mieltad  feir  die  Mwr  of 
man&ind  on  a  moumM. 

/The  heiniipheve  of  eaath  in  dlcaieft  kea 
BtreKh'dont-tQ  th^   ampleli  rcack  oi  pt^fpe^l 

.Hi*  eye  might  there  coounand  wherever  ftpod 
City  of  old  or  (nodeoi  fame,  the  feat 

Sf  mie^lieft  empire,  from  the  dellineSd  walls 
£  CanAalu -P— -,  Ice. 
On  Biirope  thence  and  where  Rom6  ^s  to  fway 
-TheSworW'    ■      " 

'And  even  the  mentioti  of  America  feems 
copied  bf  Mihbn,  • 

..  in  f^irit  ^rhaps  he  alio  faw 

Rich  Mexico,  the  feat  of  Montezume, 
AM  CWcofn  Perua  the  richer  feat 


Of  Atabalina,  and  yet  unfpoiled   .    . 
Oaiana^  wbofe  great  city  Qerydn^ib» 
Call  £1  Dorado. 

It  muli  alfo  be  owned  by  the  warmeft  ad^ 
mirer  of  die  Paradife  Loft,  that  die  de- 
fcripdoD  of  America  in  Cai|ioenS| 

.V€dc$  a  gnmde  tenra,  qqe  contins 
Yai  de  Califto  ao  feu  contrario  polo. 

To  fartheft  north  dint  world  enonifoiie  Wacfoi 
And  cold  beneath  the  foutbempole-ftarends** 

Conveys  a  bolder  and  a  fi;rander  idea  than 
all  the  names  enumerated  by  Miknu 

Some  fhor't    account    of    the    Writers, 
•whofe  authorides   have  been  adduoed,  iti 
thtf  coarfe  of  thefe  notes,   may  not  n&A 
be  improper.     Fernando  Lopes  d^  Ca£- 
tagne^  went  to  Indk  On  pnrpofe  to  do 
honour  to  his  countrymen,  by  enabling  him- 
ftlf  to  record  thtir  a£lions  and  oonquefts*tii 
the  Ball.     As  he  was  one  of  the  £rft  writers 
on  that  febjed,  his  geo^pky  is  oftes  unl 
perfedt.    This  defeS  is  remedied  in  the 
of  ]cdm  de  Barroar,  who  ms  par- 
ticularly  attentive  to  this  head.'    But  the 
twb  mod  eminent',  as  well  as  fiilleft,  writers 
on  the  tranfadions  of  the   Portugueie  in 
the  Eaft,    are  Manuel  de  Faria  y  Soufa, 
knight  of  the  order  of  Chrifl,  and  Hiero- 
ntmus  Oforius,    biihop  of  Sylves;  •   Paria, 
who  wrote  in  Spanifh,  was  a  laborious  en- 
quirer, and  is  very  full  and  drcumftantial. 
with  bonefl  indignation  he  reprehends  the 
rapnt^  of  commanders  and  the  errors  and 
unworthy  rtffentments  of  kings.     Bnt  he  is 
4>f^en  fo  dryly  particular,  that  he  may  rathek' 
be  cftiled  a  jodmalill   than  an   hiftorian. 
And  by*,  this  uninterefting  minu^enefs,  hfs 
ftyle  for  the  grcateft  part  is-  reiidei^cd  in- 
elegant.   The  Bifliop  ©rsyl^s,  however, 
elanns  a  different  character.     His  htin  ib 
elegant,    and   his   manly  and   fentithentiff 
manner  entitles  him  to  the  name/  of  Mif- 
torian,  even  where  a  Livy,  or  a  Tacilus, 
are^  mentioned.      But    a  '  ftntiJnce  'frorii 
himfelf,    nnexpc^ed  in   a  Father  of   the 
coftimnnion  of  Rome,  will  eharafterlie-  the 
fibef^lity  of  his  mind*.    Ttflkhig  ef  the 
edid  of  king  Emmanuel,  which  compelled 
the  Jews  to  embrace  Chriftianity,    under 

(cvei-c 
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Nor  leave  the  youths  their  lovely  brides  behind* 
In  wedded  bands,  while  time  glides  on,  conjoin'ds 
Fair  as  immortal  fame  in  fmilcs  array'd. 
In  bridal  fmiles^  attends  each  lovely  maid. 
O'er  India's  Sea,  wing'd  on  by  balmy  gdcs 
That  yfhiCpcfd  peace,  foft  fwell'd  the  ftcady  fails  t 
Smooth  as  on  wing  unmoved  the  eagle  flies, 

« 

When  to  his  eyrie  cliff  he  fails  the  fkies. 
Swift  o'er  the  gentle  billows  of  the  tide. 
So  fmooth,  fo  fofit,  the  prows  of  GamA  glide  i 
And  now  their  native  fields,  for  ever  dear. 
In  all  their  wild  transporting  charms  appear ; 
And  Tago*s  bofom,  while  his  banks  repeat 
The  founding  peals  of  joy,  receives  the  fleet* 
With  orient  titles  and  immortal  fame 

« 

The  hero  band  adorn  their  Monarch's  name ; 
Sceptres  and  crowns  beneath  his  feet  th<?y  lay. 
And  the  wide  Eaft  is  doom'd  to  Lufiaii  ^  fway* 


fevere  perfectttion  {  Nee  ex  lege^  aec  ex 
religione  &dam  .».••••  tibi  aiTumav 
iays.  he,  at  libertatem  voluntatis  imp^cUa^ 
et  vinccda  mentibus  ^ffrenatis  injicias?  At 
id  ncque  fieri  poteft|  neqae  Chrifti  ian^ifi* 
joiuiii  Dumea  approbat.  Voluntarism  eniin 
facri^ciiim  pon  vi  malQ.  coa^lmm  ab  bomif- 
jiibus  expetit :  Neque  vim  mentibus  inferrt. 
fed  volunutes  ad  iitudium  vera^  religioni^ 
jillici  ^  invitari  jubet. 

.It  is  faidp  in  the  pccface  to  Ororius,  that 
his  writings  were  highW  eftoemed  bv  Queen 
Mary  of.  England,  wife  of  Philif  Ii.  What 
a  piqr  is  it,  that  this  manly  indignation  of 
the  good  Biihop  againd  the  impiety  {)(  — 


9 

ligio«$  pecfeoQtien^  made  no  imprcffcm  m 
the  miiid  of  that  biMtted  Priocris !  i 

^  Ami  thi  yiiii  S^fi  is  d»9md  /#  Lti^ 
y^4^f— Thut  in 'all  the  force  of  ancient  £m- 
plicity,.'  and  die  true  fi^Ume  eadt  die  Piiem 
of  Oi|iiioeiis«r  What: follows,,  is  one  <f 
thofe  exuberances  we  have  already  endea- 
voured to  delihid  in  ouf  Authoi',  nor  in  tfve 
(lifted  fenfe  is  this  concluding  onewithotft 
propriety.  A  part  of  the  propontion'oiF 
the  Poem  is  artfully  addyefled  to  *Kjn^  ht^ 
baftian,  and  he  is  now  called  japoxi  40..^ 
addrefsy  which  is  an  artful  fccpnd  part  to 
the  former,  to  behold  aod .  preierye  the 
glories  of  Jib  thn^ne.  . 


).''    i.» 


£nough> 
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Enough,  my  Mufe,  thy  wearied  wing  no  more 
Muft  to  the  feat  of  Jqvc  triumphant  foar.      . 
Chiird  by  my  nation's  cold  negledt,  thy  fires 
Glow  bold  no  more,  and  all  thy  rage  expires. 
Yet  thou,  Sebaflian,  thou,  my  king,  attend ; 
Behold  what  glories  on  thy  throne  defcend  ! 
Shall  haughty. Gaul  or  fterner  Albion  boafl 
That  all  the  Lufian  fame  in  Thee  is  loft ! 
Oh,  be  it  thine  thefe  glories  to  renew. 
And  John's  bold  path  and  Pedro's  courfc  *  purfuc  : 
Snatch  from  the  tyrant  Noble's  hand  the  fword. 
And  be  the  rights  of  human-kind  reftored. 
The  ftatefman  prelate,  to  his  vows  confine^  > 

Alone  auipicious  at  the  holy  fhrine ; 
The  prieft,  in  whofe  meek  heart  heaven  pours  its  fires. 
Alone  to  heaven,  not  earth's  vain  pomp,  afpires. 
Nor  let  the  Mufe,  great  King,  on  Tago's  ihore. 
In  dying  notes  the  barbarous  age  deplore. 
The  king  or  hero  to  the  Mufe  unjuft 
Sinks  as  the  namelefs  Have,  extind  in  duft. 
But  fuch  the  deeds  thy  radiant  morn  portends, 
Aw*d  by  thy  frown  ev'n  now  old  Atlas  bends 
His  hoary  head,  and  Ampeluza's  fields 
ExpeA  thy  founding  fteeds  and  rattling  (hields. 

•  And  JoMi  Mdpatb  mii  Tidrtft  coitrjkpurfiu.^'^^^john  L  aad  Pedro  the  Joft,  two  of 
die  gitateft  of  the  Portogueie  monarchi  • 

Q^q  q  And 
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And  (hall  theft  deeds  ttodfiin^  ujokiioWii,.*spir'e  1  : 
Oh,  would  thy  fiiiiles*elu|B«lny  feii>t»g;ii%l    .:.        ■> 
I,  then  infpircd,  the  ~wo(xlefMig  wotld{h<>id(}-ifte  -: 
Great  Ammon's  warlike  faa  revi?e4in:.Thcef 

Revived,  '  unenviptts  of  the  Mufc's  0«wc        !  .    - 
That  o'er  the  world:  fttfottbds  PcUdes'  ftame.    .;    " 

^       '■   ,    ,        ■) 

*  Rt'vt'o^dj  tmenvhiu         'thru  imitated,  Vitnefle  oar 'Colin  *   whdm  Unf  all  the  Gr»ocs 

Con  fi  fublime  ftil*  foHe  cantato  And  all  the  learn'd  and  all  the  (hepherds  ^hron^; 

Havrei  del  mio  Signor  ranni  c  rbon#ii»  Vet  ftUiics  licpes  ii^M  fr^  ii^fiificd^^; 

Ch*  or  non  bavria  de  la  Meonia  trohiba  Diicourag'd,  'fcorn*d,  his  writings  vilifi*d : 

Da  invidiar  Achille      ■     ■  ^ooaly  (poor  maq)  he  lk*d ;  JOQii]r.(fQOf  noo)  k€ 

Similarity  of  coiidiiion,  wfe  have  already    ^  *  - 

obfervedy  produced  fimilarity -of  Qoipplainc  1  * '  *'  ,.'.,.' 

.and  fcntimcnt   in    Sifclite'  iild  "CsfmoAis.  *     AfiahaaTiotthalgfeitKartt^^dfc'Hoobiir^riTittA 

Eachw«onworthaynegle^byt^Goduc       ^^tLt^^^"^,^    '       ' 
grandees  of  his  aec.  vet  both  th^lt  naihei      '  i7^\  a^        ^  ^^T^  L 

o  .„   ,.             ,        o,  *  '       www*   nmu.  ftututw.  Unblcft,  nor  rrac  d  snth.  afliy  common  nte : 

Will  live,    when  the  remembrance  of  the  Yet  Aalt  thou  Uve, -ivheo  tbf.«itft  foe  flhallMk 

courtiers  who  fporned  them  fk^yMe^i^i^  ' Be^ii)MM% m*ttmtitn<)oibtf,'t(!]dib'Aii«thairi1lhlr; 

their,  mcuntain  fmhs.    Three  beautiful  fbm-  .     And^time  his  bUckcr  name  (hall  |>lMrrewhhbUckeft 


'  ft 


zas  from  Phinehas  Fletcher  on  the  menioftr         '     ^  ^^ 
of  Spenfer,  may  alfo  ferve  as  an  epitaph  .... 

for  Camoens.   T4^  Qm^l%iwl<a>iwtn^  1*.    ^Xd^^h^dr^fi^Ci^^^tM^^'itA^- 
was  the  lot  ^6t  the  Portuguefe  Bard,    but        Which  cannot  dumber  m  thy  fleets  of  lad; 

too  well  appropriates  to  him  the  «k»r.of  *    l^cttby  ahuiSMUipnour  akJiUan^  ' 

Spcnfer.     And  every^cader  of  ta^who        As'thercbe^uflhtb  t«te.  or  ty€s torcade  i 
i.'^  ./>j    ^1.     r    r   J       -II     t.-   t       r  ^L  On  bis  rank  name  let  thine  own  Totes  be  turn  d. 

has  perufed  the  L"fiad,  wiU  tbmk  pfjthc  ^     Qi^,jii,aitmim^Mku  ^mkfUAt^iflorn.      ^ 
Cardinal  Henrico,  and  fed  *the1rid^ft;ftioh       ^Mvt\  ^r  dead,  U  ever  «/  a  Mufe  adom'd. 
of  ihcfc  manly  lines.                       »     •  .  *    • 

•  Colin  Clout,  Spenfer.  |  Glorian,  Blistf)ethiDtheV«crk'0«eo«.  f'th^VnA^ttMBL 
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(a> 


/ 


if 


l^t 


o^-heKtLi       2    -ixiKMt.^     ^oilo^^^a     /oX^.  Uq-    otte     c^u-eiz-fc^^,     -du^      /A.<^ 


•x^ 


K^  ttyjC^a  inJU^..4jSrKa         TM^»^       ^^^vjC      <i  vr . 
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